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he newly talked about movie "In
Tthe name of Buddha" which was

banned in countries like India and
Sri Lanka, addresses the tortures faced by
the Sri Lankan Tamils. Many Tamils feel
that this movie is an in-depth analysis of
what actually happened in Sri Lanka in
the 1980's. In fact, many of the things
shown were done by the Sri Lankan and
Indian government; however | feel that
there are more than a few holes in the
plot making the movie unrealistic, biased
and propagated.

The question is how true and rel-
evant is the movie. Well to start of with,
everyone that watched the movie after
the first show in Canada didn't get a
catch of the original version, since our

dered how the movie became a big hit
with many black spots.
The director couldn't even por-

tray a Sri Lankan from the 1980's proba-,

bly. It seemed as if Sri Lanka was more
modern than India, since the main char-
acter was wearing a silver bracelet and a
sliver ring on his pinky finger. As far as |
know, I didn't hear of anyone dressing
like that back then. And | guess the film
makers didn't like stopping anything
from dragging it on further. In this case,
the main character is a refugee coming
from Sri Lanka and he is such a cubby guy
with cubby cheeks and fully healthy. |
wonder how many refugees left Sri
Lankan that healthy.

I don't know about the other

'In the Name of the Buddha':
the movie and ideology.

- Kanniga -

local politicians had to get into this and
re-edit the movie for us since maybe they
thought we weren't mature enough for
it. So, basically we're all bragging about
something that's not even completely
true. Secondly the movie is at the same
level as the Maniratnam film 'Kannathil
Muthamittal', actually Maniratnam's film
is better at times. When 'Kannathil
Muthamittal' came out we were all fuss-
ing about how Maniratnam didn't even
show the true Sri Lankan problem and
how out of place the movie was.
However, | believe that Maniratnam did a
better job than the director and produc-
ers of "In the name of Buddha," one of
the producers being a Sri Lankan Tamil.
If Maniratnam didn't show that
actual Sri Lankan, where in the movie "In
the Name Buddha" did they show the
actual war-torn island. Maniratnam
showed Sri Lankan, the Vanni area, with a
lot of mountains and Sri Lanka being
really green, and the director of "In the
Name of Buddha" showed it a little
greener and added a pinch of a little
more mountains. And they just didn't
leave it there; they went further to show
that it always rained in Sri Lanka, since
they didn't leave a scene in the movie
without water, rivers and puddles. And
while watching the movie, | just won-

Tamils living in Toronto but |, sure, didn't
know if it was that easy to go meet the
LTTE leader Mr. Prabaharan, since the
main character just walks in and there
the LTTE leader Mr. Prabaharan is to wel-
come and sooth him. | didn't know how
possible this was. If it was that easy to go
meet him and get help, may be we could
have easily saved thousands of lives and
stopped many from fleeing their mother
land.

Was it Tamil they spoke in the
film? I just didn't know what language it
was. We complained about movies such
as Nantha, Nala Dhamaiyanthi, Thennali,
and Kannathil Muthamittal for the Sri
Lankan Tamil that was spoken in these
films, saying that it was a form of insult-
ing us. But, in this film it was as if the
director and producers invented a totally
new language.The characters were given
dialogues that a normal Tamil refugee or
citizen will never say. The Tamil they
spoke was very unrealistic and artificial.
“In the Name of Buddha" insulted the lan-
guage Tamil more than the other com-
mercial films such as Kannathil
Muthamittal.  Actually,  Kannathil
Muthamittal related the language to real-
ity more than 'In the Name of Buddha'.

Also, | was just wondering which
ideology the producers were trying to

promote. There was a scene in the movie
where the people are saying, "Weapons
won't bring silence, hatred won't bring
peace" and the following scenes were rel-
evant at any point.

So, basically they are confused,
because basically everything they said
was contradicted by them and their film-
making. For example they have a charac-
ter saying that the Sinhalese are killing all
their babies, and the next thing you see is
a small boy with a gun, and the gun is
probably taller than him.In one way it is a
misinterpretation of their ideology. So

isn't that like we are killing our own chil-
dren. Is this how the producers wanted to
educate the outer world about what
exactly is happening in Sri Lanka.

An interview with the producers
and the people involved in the movie
was telecasted on Tamil Vision Inc. When
the producer was asked why the film was
named "In the Name of Buddha" he stat-
ed that Buddha was a unique person and
he portrayed peace through silence and
was against violence. However the pro-
ducers painted a black spot on them-
selves by stating that since they didn't
show the uniqueness and beauty of
silence in the movie. They harvested all
sorts of noise such as fighting, crying and
screaming. Even when they showed
Buddha, they only showed him with a
dead body on his head and the Sinhalese
army at the bottom. Now, they may say
that they were trying to show that
Sinhalese army wasn't following their
religion?

They showed all the torture the
Tamil people faced, but why aren't we
looking at the other side. Are we just

drawing a circle around us and telling our
selves to thing in a certain way or are we
just afraid to face the truth. It's true we
were tortured, no one could argue.

But were we just tortured only
by the Sri Lankan and Indian govem-
ment? Were we not tortured by our-
selves? We killed our own people, how
come we don't talk about that. They are
one of the reasons for us to leave our
motherland and be here, how come we
don't talk about that? Many more such
as giving our own people less than 24
hours to evacuate the peninsula and did-

n't care about what will happen to them
and what did happen to them. As we
could see there's more than one side to a
story, which this didn't portray.

The movie was very biased and a
form propaganda, which was not that
effective. Due to the biasness of the film,
the outer world is going to get the wrong
idea of the truth behind the Sri Lankan
war. So the director and producer of the
movie "In the Name of the Buddha" may
want to think twice before making the
sequel.

Neither it's a film of worthwhile
to see and get any historic truthfulness or
any kind of excellence in film making.
Very poor settings and presentation of
scenes were all along the film. They do
not, even study the geo-political situa-
tion of people of Sri Lanka. The same
experience of the films of Torontonian
Tamils, thundering noise with hand full of
crying and fighting, were given 'In the
Name of the Buddha'.

(From Page 25)

arms. When the military surrounded the neighboring
community of Kanawake it

was agreed that the old people, women and children
would be given safe passage out of the siege. Yet the
police and military looked on as the convoy of women,
children and old people was stoned by local townspeo-
ple at Oka. An older man died in this incident.

At Esgenoopetij (Burnt Church, NB) during a
dispute over treaty rights and federal fishing quotas,
authorities rammed the boats of fishers, assaulted com-
munity members and committed other human rights
violations that are still under investigation. The commu-
nity and the feds finally reached an agreement on fish-
ing quotas. But some non Aboriginal fishers were still
not happy and set fire to the boats of the Mik'maqg while
authorities looked on and did nothing.

There are over 500 unsolved cases of women
murdered or missing from our communities where neg-
lect by authorities is a significant factor. Hundreds of
investigations involving police excesses against our
people living in Canadian cities are pending. These are

just some of the struggles being waged by our people
across the country.

This is the context in which the government of
Canada has introduced amendments to the Indian Act,
again with only token or no consultations with
Aboriginal communities. Opposition to the First Nations
Govemnance Act climaxed last year when the Standing
Committee on Aboriginal Affairs, which incidentally
does not contain a single Aboriginal representative,
passed the act on to Parliament for its approval.

The provisions of the act are complex and divi-
sive for our people. Suffice it to say that the FNGA and
other pending legislation will threaten our treaty rights
by making it possible for non-Aboriginal businesses to
locate on reserve lands and continue to exploit our
resources. It will tax our people - the poorest in the
country according to Canada's own statistics. And it will
limit our financial resources to dispute treaty violations
and pursue land claims. It will set the stage for the loss
of our remaining territories.

Needless to say, the more responsible among
our leadership want the Indian Act gone, not amended.

We want our treaties respected. We want our resources
and our lands respected. And we want our people to
enjoy the same standard of living, the same rights as
Canadians.

Over the last year, the Coalition to stop FNGA
has been raising awareness about Native struggles
across Turtle Island and building relationships with
other communities who understand colonialism and are
opposed to racism. We ask that you support our strug-
gles whenever and wherever you get the opportunity. If
the FNGA returns when Parliament reconvenes, we will
be mobilizing against it and any support you can pro-
vide will be appreciated.

Our Elders have always told us that we are all
connected. One person’s pain is everyone's pain. One
person’s joy is everyone's joy. It is in this spirit that |
thank you for your time and wish you all well in your
own struggles and movements.
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n by Zainab
Amadahy, at the Daniel Memorial
meeting in Toronto. She is an
activist of the native community
and working in tronto area. She is
a musician also andpublished

This was the talk give

many albums on > music.

in this talk I'm going to g
a much-abridged overview of the s
gles that are currently being wage
indigenous people on Turtle Islafes
Much information will be sketchy and
brief, but | hope it will give you a sense of
where we are today and how we got
here.

you

When Europeans first arrived to
what our people refer to as Turtle Island,
we had a variety of nations already living
here. We spoke hundreds of languages,
aiEasiety of spiritual practices, eco-
nomic systenis) ts.

There yiof ways ir
which different Europeali groupsster-
acted with our people. In some cases
conflict characterized our relationships at
the outset as Europeans attempted to
enslave our people to work on their
farms and plantations. In other cases,
Europeans came to realize that their abil-
ity to live and thrive on Turtle Island was
dependant on their ability to find w
learning from our people -0 '

trade relati

many cases intermarried with Europeans
since we were not encumbered with a
racist worldview.

Many academics today theorize
that the diseases the Europeans brought
with them, diseases that were responsi-
ble for the deaths of over half the indige-
nous population of Turtle Island, had a
greater impact on the decimation of our
communities than the acts of war &
genocide that followed. Nevertheless
our acts of friendship were often reward-
ed by biological warfare (through small-
pox infected blankets traded to our peo-
ple), violence and threats of violence.

By 1857 Canada was in the
process of negotiating treaties with most
indigenous nations. While some treaties
had already been signed and others were

being negotiated, legislators in Ottawa®

were busy drafting up The Indian Act
None of the Act’s authors ever once
bothered to consult with the leadership
of Aboriginal nations as to whether they
needed, wanted or would benefit from
such a law. More importantly, no one
ever questioned whether the Canadian
government, in all its wisdom, had a right
to enact legislation over people who
already had fully functioning govern-
ments of their own. The passing of the
indian Act is akin to the US government
passing a law to determine who could
call themselves Canadians, where
Canadians could live and what type of
government they must have. But I should
not have to tell the Tamil people about
the legacy of colonialism, racism and
injustice.

in addition, the Indian Act has
always discriminated against women. It
stripped many Native women of their sta-
tus, particularly if they married non-
Aboriginals. The Actsetup a band coun-

"heads,

e —— e

cil system t
tional political
all of our nations.
of these roles was 2
(Iroquois) where
Royaneh (male le
them accountable.
that and more.
While some tre:
under coercion, it is to

roles women had in
e most well known
ng the Rotinosoni

leadership that they never surrendered
any nation's right to self-government.
Yet, when the Indian Act became law it
assumed that mIndians” were wards of the
Canadian state, which had a right to
determine every aspect of our lives; from
cradle to grave. The Act determined
where we could live, what form of gov-
ernment we could have and what type of
educational system our children would
endure. In fact, the Indian Act even
determined who was and who was not
an "Indian".

By this time, there were many
mixed race Aboriginals and the govern-
ment employed such "scientific" meth-
ods as measuring the size of people’s
hands and feet in order to deter-
mine who qualified as "Indian™. The
intent of course was to eliminate as many
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people as possible from the band roles so
that the government could deap its
treaty responsibilities andg access
resources on the lands on our peo-
ple fived.

| think mo
tgh Canada soo
Residential Schg
were literally
their parent

ople who come
arn about the
here our children
pped from the arms of
en hundreds of miles

- Zaingb Amadahy

away from their communities and forced
to attend schools run by Christian
churches whose mission was to "civilize"
and assimilate our people. These sO-
called schools were the site of all manner
of physical, sexual and emotional abuse.
In fact, the abuse was SO SEVere that
many of our children died and were
buried in secret graves, disappeared for-
ever from their communities. Even their
parents were never told what had
become of them.

For children who survived the
experience, they would return to their
communities as young adults unable to
speak their own languages or relate at all
to their own families. They would have
none of the skills necessary 1o survive in
their communities; they would not know
how to fish or hunt or rear children. But

‘ Many academics today theorize that the
diseases the Europeans brought with them,
diseasesﬂ!atweremmibleforthedeaﬂ!s of
over half the indigenous population of Turtle
island, had a greater impact on the decimation
ofourmmmuniti&sthantheamofwar&
genocide that followed. Nevertheless our acts
of friendship were often rewarded by biological
warfare (through smallpox infected blankets
traded to our people), violence and threats of

violence.
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they could speak English and read the
bible. Many of them, unaware of their
history and culture, learned to be
ashamed of who they were and denied
their heritage. :

Today in cities, people spit on
our people or pity them because many
are homeless, alcoholics, prostitutes and
drug addicts. This is a stereotype born
out of a measure of truth as our people
are still recovering from the residential
school experience. The last residential

school in this country closadd@® recently
as 1984. Buf gl #fse many people fail
to acknafledge our spirit of survival.

\/ Beople are unaware, for example,
jat recent studies reveal that over half of
the Aboriginal people in country do not
drink alcohol or touch drugs.

Many more people deny or
ignore our struggles as they are waged
across this land. I'm going to take you on
a cross country journey for just 2 few
moments to give you some examples of
how our people are still resisting colo-
nialism.

The community of Secwepemc,
BC has had a sweat lodge and a home
lidozed over in the interest of expand-

BSun Peaks ski resort onto territo-

: pership is in dispute. The

Secwepem o involved in a

court case, but are SO GSKINGE eople to

boycott Sun Peaks resort and are pursu-

ing a court case to get their title to their
own land recognized.

The Lubicon were overlooked in
the treaty-signing process because of
their remote location in northern
Alberta. Consequently,the provincial and
federal government have awarded
resource extraction companies the right
to drill for oil, clear cut and otherwise pol-
jute the land, air and water that the
Lubicon people have relied on to survive
for centuries. The result has been pover-
ty, disease, high rates of suicide and birth
defects for the Lubicon people. Several
intemational judgments since the 1980s
have concluded that the federal and
provincial governments are violating the
human rights of the Lubicon people, yet
the resource extraction continues.

In Manitoba, warrior societies have been
targeted under anti-gang legislation for
harassment, threats and arrest. Although
motorcycle gangs were supposed to be
the targets of the new laws, authorities
instead used these anti-gang laws to tar-
get warriors and warrior societies in a bid
to quash Indigenous struggles.

' In northern Ontario, just outside
a town called Kenora, the people of
Grassy Narrows are suffering serious
health concerns as a result of the clear-
cutting and the poliution of their air and
water by corporate interests.

in 1995 unarmed Native activist

Dudley George was shot and killed by the
OPP at lpperwash Provincial Park.
Questions concerning his murder remain
unanswered yet the Ontario government
refuses to hold a public inquiry.In 1990 at
the Siege of Kanawake and Kanesetake,
just outside of Montreal (the "Oka Crisis")
the military raided the longhouse (a
place of worship) at Kanesetake, destroy-
ing medicine items and assaulting com-
munity members. In that incident, a
teenaged girl was bayoneted in the chest
while she held her 5-year old sister in her
(Cont... Page 24)
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