Playing A Double Game?

ppa Pillai Amirthalingam, the
Tamil United Liberation Front

Amirthalingam is accused of having
effecied the killing thtough LTTE cadres.
of Shivashanmuga Murthy,.a PLOT acti-
vist. a vehement critic of TULF. Amirtha-
lingam and his wife Mangayarakarasi. It is
said that Murthy was shot by Tiger
activists after he published a poem in
which he mentioned that While Tamil
Eelam was stinking with corpses. it was
using heavy foréign scents.
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reiessor Balasingam., the Condon-based
theoretician of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) told Oniooker that
his organisation was against “evervthing
v ul amnrthalingam stood for. He is a CIA
scovge wiLo 1s dead against the tormation
ol Eelam.” [n fact. Balasingam predicted
then that Amirthalihgam would be
permitted to come out of Sri Lanka by
Javewardene simply because the TULF
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Grenada Today!
Trincomalee Tomorrowi

The Invasion of Grenada has proved beyond doubt, that the power and the Might of the
United States of America is dependent on the very exploitation and the Oppression of the
Third World People! The interests of the U.S.A are therefore directly opposed to those of
the People of the Third World. The fact that not even international Law, iet alone principles
or morais, will stop them from using any means necessary to maintain this relationship has
been clearly shown by recent events in Grenada.

Invasion of Grenada

The sovereign State of Grenada was violently invaded by the American Forces on
October 26th, 1983. President Reagan is now trying to justify this crime by clutching at
flimsy straws. The real and only reason for the long planned and well rehearsed invasion,
was that the People of Grenada were in control of their own destiny. On March 13, 1979, a
People’s Revolutionary Government had been established in Grenada with the overthrow
of the Fascist dictator Gairy. This was enough to threaten the Mighty power of the USA,
even though Grenada is but a small Island of 133 sq. miles with a population of a mere
110,000 peopie!

Occupation of Lebanon

In the war torn city of Beirut, NATO forces under the guise of “Peace-keeping’’ are
attempting to establish a Fascist government under the control of Amin Gemayel and the
Phalangists. The fact that such an administration is activelv opposed to the interests of
large sections of the Lebanese people seems to matter not at all! Refering to the very
people whose country it is, who seek justice and equality in Lebanon, President Reagan has
said “We must be determined more than ever that they cannot take over that vital and
strategic area ..."” (Times 24.10.83).

"“Vital Interest” in TAMIL EELAM

America has had, not surprisingly, its eye on the TRINCOMALEE Harbour, which would
also be a valuabie asset as a military base for them, supporting that at Diego Garcia. What's
more, the reactionary, puppet government of Sri Lanka is actually likely to make this
concession, because:

a) The Rulers of Sri Lanka wouid be prepared to sell the freedom and dignity of their own
peopie if they could get any personal benefit, however short-term, that may be, and

b) The Rulers of Sri Lanka also see it as one way of fragmenting the Tamil Eelam Nation
and making our struggle for National Liberation that much more difficult!

This is why ‘Sinhalese Colonisation’ has been accelerated in TRINCOMALEE: US Defence
Secretary Casper Weinberger, was in Sri Lanka in October 1983 to discuss plans for TRIN-
COMALEE; and agreement has already been reached concerning Oil Storage Facilities.

Resistance

For all the Might of the USA, the Oppressed People of the World have the power of a Just
and Nobie Cause on our side. No Greed, however great, no Oppression, however brutal,
can overcome permanently the cause of Freedom, Dignity and Justice!

~ That is why the two heroic Martyrs in Beirut, on October 23rd 1983, could so devastat-
ingly and successfully destroy two military Headquarters and with it the lives of over 300
members of the Occupying Forces!

That is why the gallant Fighters in Grenada continued to resist the American aggressors
even in such an unequal war! Three days after the Invasion, America had had to double the
size of its Force to 6,000 and yet the fierce resistance continued!

That is why we the People of Tamil‘Eelam can carry forward our struggle for National
Liberation. To secure Freedom, Dignity and Justice for our people we must urger‘\tly pre-
pare to defend ourselves against every form of Oppression!

Issued by the Press & Information Secretariat of the PEOPLE’'S LIBERATION
ORGANISATION OF TAMIL EELAM (PLOT)
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A. AMIRTHALINGAM

IN AN interview with INDIA TODAY
Senior Editqr S. VENKAT NARAYAN, Appa-
pillai Amirthalingam, general secretary of
the Tamil United Liberation Front, ex-
plained his party’s stand in the negotiations
with the Sri Lankan Government.
Excerpts:

Q. President Jayewardene seems to
have conceded most of your demands. Why
are you insisting on the northern and
eastern provinces being joined together?

A. Beause these areas have been the
traditional homeland of the Tamils in Sri
Lanka. Even Bandaranaike had con-
ceded that the northern and eastern dis-
tricts be amalgamated. Our security and
our territory’s integrity are important for
us. The Tamils were in a majority in the
eastern province before World War II.
For instance, in Trincomalee the Tami
comprised 54 per cent of the populatio
at the time of Sri Lanka’s independenfe
and the Sinhalese only 4.5 per cent. Nqw
the Sinhalese account for 35 per cent
the Tamils 33 per cent.

This has been possible because of the
Government’s planned colonisation o
Tamil areas by Sinhalese. We cannot
allow this encroachment on our territory
to go on for ever. Our fear is that we may
be gradually squeezed out of the eastern
provinces. In times of crises, this will
force us either to jump into the ocean or
across the ocean.

Q. If he concedes this demand, the
President may have problems in carrying
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“Life has become 1mposs1ble

Amirthalingam: “It’s up to the President”

inhalese with him.
A. Frankly, there’s no opposition
worth the name in Sri Lanka. The oppo-
sition groups have been reduced to im-
potence. Heis assured of staying in power
for six years. The media is controlled by
the Government. President Jayewardene
is stronger than many people think. If he
is determined to do something, it is not all
that difficult for him to get it done.
Q. It may not be tough selling the jde
a_the Sinhalese at large His p
appears eTo z hawks within
his own Government

A. It is for the President to put his
own house in order. He raised certain
monsters for his own use at a certain
point of time. Now he must cut them to
size. And I know he is capable of doing it.

Q. The President says that peace has
returned to the island and that the Tamils
and the Sinhalese are working together all
over again.

A. I'm afraid the President is ill-
informed. None of the Tamil teachers,
public servants and students have re-
turned to Sinhala areas. Of the 1.35,000
Tamils who were forced to take shelter in
refugee camps, over 20,000 are still living
in them. Nearly 25,000 Tamils have come
away to India and another 10,000 may
have gone to western and south-east
Asian countries. The Tamils continue to
feel terribly insecure.

Q. In case the talks fail because of
your insistence on the Jaffna and
Trincomalee areas being made into one
province, what will you do?

A. Life for the Tamils has become
impossible in the southern parts of the
island too, particularly after the July
riots. They are being denied opportu-
nities of employment, holding land,
doing business or running industries.
ow this is happening even in the eastern
districts. Therefore, we should have our
tprritory as one unit so that we may build
he economic life and also ensure the
gecurity of the lives and properties of the
amils. If that is not assured, there can be
no settlement of the ethnic problem. We
will make all efforts to achieve this objec-
tive through India’s good offices.

Q. What are your future plans?

A, I will go to Madras and stay there
for a few days to assess the situation in my
country. Of course, there’s a certain ele-
ment of risk involved in my returning.
But it is my country and how long can I
stay away form my land and my people?
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e Did you organise any mass

movements in the Eelam areas on the

®
@ lines of the civil disobedience and
l satyagraha of the Indian independence
‘ b Q' \0@“60]’ m movement ?

No. We did not have the time for
that.
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It is said that in 1981, Kattimani Jegan “ﬂ'ﬁ)@&@&ﬁmm&&qw @I:[G‘.'

and Thangadurai were betrayed to the
Sinhalese cops by persons reportedly close
to TULF. They were recently murdered
cruelly in the Welikade jail in late July 83
along with 51 others by the Sinhalese
army. "

According to sources close to Yogesh- rﬂ 1 ¥ 3 60)
waran (TULF MP) which have reached I-ﬂ 6\5\1?531& G&I’I’Iﬂ&'z & u'l
Madras., his house was burnt down in

Madras in R1, during the riots after he was m&ﬂﬁh_ti a;i_l._l_.mﬂ gu_ln'r'r !”

critical of Amirthabingan.
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The Tamil people from all over the island are being driven into ghettoes in the North
and East by the Sinhalese mobs. Even there, they are being harassed, humiliated and killed
by the Sinhala armed forces. The T.U.L.F. as through democratic and non-violent means,
been trying to secure the freedom and fundamental rights of the oppressed Tamil nation. |
assure Your Excellency that we will continue to strive through all non-violent means to
liberate our people from this horrible oppression. i

With regards,

Yours Sincerely,
A. AMIRTHALINGUM
Leader of the Opposition

and
Secretary-General T.U.L.F.




