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We regret that the May 2002 issue of |
Tamil Times could not be brought out 18

in time because our printers moved
premises that caused unexpected de-
lay. As a consequence, a combined
May-June 2002 issue appears with in-
creased pages. :

United Nations team engaged in demining operations in
the Jaffna peninsula, June 2002 (top);

Veteran Tamil politician and president of the Tamii United
Liberation Front who died at the age of 79 (left);

Queen Elizabeth visited the Hindu Murugan temple
in Highgate-in London as part of her Golden Jubilee |
celebrations (below)
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Choosiny the Path of Peace

There are those who have aiready begun to gleefully predict a breakdown of the ongoing peace
process in Sri Lanka. Their doom and gloom scenario is based on their own political positions and
attitudes to the issue of war and peace. Among them, falling into the first category, are those who
harbour almost a pathological hatred to any negotiations between the government and the LTTE.
They do not have any faith in a peaceful resolution of the ethnic conflict. They even deny the exist-
ence of an ethnic conflict in the island. They ardently advocate a military solution without giving a
thought to the fact such a course attempted during the last twenty years has brought the country to its
knees without producing a solution any nearer.

Then, there are those, falling into the second category, who honestly desire a negotiated solu-
tion, but have a particular perspective in the context of the LTTE's declared political objective. They
believe that with its unshakable commitment to the establishment of a separate state, which it has so
far failed to abandon or compromise on, arriving at a negotiated political solution with the LTTE is
virtually out of the question. To them, the recently publicly articulated differences between the govem-
ment's and LTTE’s positions on certain issues concerning the ceasefire and the proposed peace talks
in Thailand are only the beginnings of the eventual breakdown which they devoutly predict.

Then there are the others who are committed to the belief that there is only one way to bring
about an end 1o the war and usher in peace to Sri Lanka and all its people, and that is only through
negotiations among the concerned parties. To them, reconciliation has to be sought in spite of irrec-
oncilable positions to which parties may be committed. Compromise can and must be reached irre-
spective of contradictory views the parties may hold on what they consider as vital questions. To
them, there are no two options, peace or war. There is only one option, that is peace, and war as an
option is banished out of choice and deep conviction gained through experience.

Despite the purveyors of doom and gloom about the peace process, there is already evidence
that the people have begun to immensely benefit from the state of non-war brought about firstly by the
unofficial cessation of hostilities followed by the formal ceasefire agreement between the government
and the LTTE. Given that an average of 15 to 20 persons, including combatants on both sides, were
being killed daily, an estimated 2000 persons would have by now been dead had the war continued
without interruption. The death and destruction brought about by aerial bombardments, fierce fighting
on the ground and suicide bomb attacks have all come to an end. In Colombo and its sub-urban
areas, the barricades, checkpoints and sandbag emplacements have disappeared producing a re-
iaxed atmosphere of safety and security. The economic blockade has been lifted and the resumption
of the supply and transport of goods to the war-torn areas of the island, including those under LTTE
control, have brought great relief to the long suffering people.

With the opening up of the highway that connects Jaffna peninsula to the mainland and the
resumption of air services, tens of thousands of people have begun to freely travel and move be-
tween the north and the south. The government and its leaders have got the opportunity to spend
their time and apply their energies to the real task of governance and management of the economy
without having in addition to finance and manage an ongoing self-destructive war. If the effects of a
state of non-war lasting only for a few months are so beneficial, the dividends that remain to be
achieved through lasting peace are immense.

As for the LTTE, it has been presented with an opportunity to emerge from its military bunkers
into the open political arena. Signaling this emergence from the ‘underground’ was the appearance of
the leader of the LTTE, Velupillai Pirabaharan, before an audience of over 300 intemational journal-
ists at a media conference in April this year. For the first time in its history, pursuant to the ceasefire
agreement, the LTTE has been allowed and has now got the opportunity to carry out open political
work and set up its offices throughout the north and east including government controlled areas. The
LTTE leadership has been engaged in negotiations with the other Tamil political parties comprising
the Tamit National Alliance. lts discussions with Ceylon Workers Congress leader, Arumugam
Thondaman, and Sri Lanka Muslim Congress eader, Rauf Hakeem, and the promise of future coop-
eration with these parties have been described as signifying the “opening up™ of the LTTE. Though
the LTTE remains proscribed in a strict legal sense, the proscription has already been rendered
ineffective in a de facto sense. In addition to the fact that the LTTE's political offices are openly
functioning in government controlled areas, including Batticaloa, Tricomalee, Vavuniya, Mannar and
Jaffna, the government through some its cabinet Ministers and officials has been engaged in direct
negotiations with the LTTE at the level of its leadership even before formal political negotiations
expected to commence in Bangkok in the near future.

Fixing of the date for the Bangkok talks between the Government and the LTTE has been unduly
delayed, and this is attributed to certain problems relating to compliance with obligations of the par-
ties under the agreementof ceasefire. Subscribing to an irrevocable commitment fo the path of peace
through negotiations and eschewing the use of violence, the parties should iron out whatever these
problems are and commence negotiations at the earliest. The favourable climate and the fund of
popular support for the peace process among all communities that presently prevails in the country
must not be allowed to be squandered or dissipated by the passage of time.




4 TAMIL TIMES

15 MAY - JUNE 2002

Talking to the LTTE:

India has not stopped us

- Ranil

COLOMBO June 8. Ever since assum-
ing office last December, the Prime
Minister of Sri Lanka, Ranil Wickreme-
singhe, has made it clear that India is
vital to his policies, both for the coun-
try’s ongoing peace process and for the
development of its economy. On Sun-
day, Mr. Wickremesinghe begins a
three-day official visit to India. Prior
to his departure,” he spoke exclusively
to Nirupama Subramanian of ‘The
Hindu’ on a range of issues. Following
are excerpts from the interview:

Nirupama Subramanian: Prime Min-
ister, you are going to India within six
months of your last visit. What takes you
there at this point?

Ranil Wickremesinghe: 1 had told
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee
that I would brief him again on the situ-
ation in Sri Lanka when we had finished
~ implementing the ceasefire agreement
provisions after three months, and be-
fore talks started. Since I planned to visit
Bangalore, this was a good opportunity
to visit Delhi and meet him.

NS: You are in the midst of a peace
process with the LTTE. How do you see
India’s views on the LTTE and the sta-
tus of it leader as a wanted man in In-
dia impacting on your peace process?
RW: That has always been there. At the
same time, the Indian Government and
political parties have encouraged the
peace process in Sri Lanka. It is for us
to make headway first in Sri Lanka. In-
dia has already given us its support.
NS: But don 't you think the two are con-
tradictory: on the one hand, encourag-
ing your peace process with the LTTE,
on the other, not relenting on the LTTE
or Prabakaran?

RW: If they encourage the peace proc-
ess, India is encouraging a process that
involves talking to the LTTE. But the
reality of Indian politics is that the LTTE
has been a subject of litigation in their
courts, and the question of extradition
of Prabakaran keeps coming up. In poli-
tics, there is always an element of con-
tradiction.

But all this is on the basis of the present
situation. Let us see what happens when
we make progress. India has not told us
not to make progress, not told us not to
talk to the LTTE. And I think, when we
make progress, we will find that India
will not discourage us.

There is also the domestic political
scene, parties take up their positions for
domestic reasons.

NS: Do you think India will be support-
ive of your proposal for an interim ad-
ministration in the north-east run by the
LTTE? ;

RW: The idea of the interim adminis-
tration has been around for a long time
and India has accepted the fact that there
has to be an interim administration. The
composition of the interim administra-
tion is a matter for the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment to discuss with Sri Lankan po-
litical parties and the LTTE. In fact, the
interim administration is going to be one
of the major items on the agenda for
talks with the LTTE.

NS: The LTTE has expressed concern
at your statement in the European Par-
liament that you want to link discussions
on the interim administration with core
political issues.

RW: I don’t think I used the word “core
political issues’’, but while the interim
administration will be the main item for
discussion on the agenda, other issues
will crop up during discussions.

NS: It does seem as if the LTTE is drag-
ging its feet on talks by not giving you
firm dates yet. You were saying peace
talks at the end of June, first it was sup-
posed to be mid-May, now it may not
be before July...

RW: I don’t think we should pass judg-
ment on such issues. Let the Norwegians
come back to us.

They are hoping it will be in July, and
have asked us to keep ourselves avail-
able. We are ready to come in when-
ever it begins.

NS: How about the LTTE demand for
lifting the ban on it before the com-
mencement of talks?

RW: Once the date for the talks is an-

nounced, we can lift the ban, may be 10
days before.

NS: Your strategy seems to be to put
pressure on the LTTE to agree to a date
Jor talks by holding out the reward of
deproscription.

RW: I think for the first time, we have
built up a consensus in the country in
favour of deproscription. We have to
build on that. In any case, we have to
fix dates for the talks first, I think. That
seems to be the most sensible way to do
it. As someone said, I have to sell this
to the south.

NS: The LTTE has said the peace proc-
ess is at an impasse because you have
not lifted the ban on it yet, and it has
complained about the non-implementa-
tion of certain provisions in the
ceaaefire agreement. Would you agree
with its assessment?

RW: That view has not been conveyed
to me through the facilitators. If I keep
replying to what is there in the papers,
this process would have broken down
long ago.

The MoU (ceasefire agreement) has
been implemented to the D+90 level (90
days from the start of the truce). All the
issues raised by the LTTE are being
looked at by the Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission.

For the first time, you have got a big
change in the life of the people not only
in the north and east, but in the south as
well. And the whole process is moving
forward, it has not got stuck anywhere.
NS: Coming back to India, one of your
Ministers said recently that your Gov-
ernment’s decision to lease the
Trincomalee oil tanks to the Indian Oil
Corporation (I0C) would serve Sri Lan-
ka’s security interests. Is there a secu-
rity dimension to this decision?

RW: There are two reasons: why we de-
cided to give it to IOC. One, Sri Lanka
is removing the monopoly on oil distri-
bution and since IOC was interested, it
was good to have a source of oil nearby.
Second, the rupee fluctuates under the
pressure of oil prices, so when we have
Indian Oil or one or two others here,
that burden will not be borne by the
Government.

NS: But there is speculation that this
has been done to present LTTE with a
fait accompli on Trincomalee, to estab-
lish the Government’s hold over
Trincomalee.

(continued on next page)
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Impasse

June 5 - The London-based politi-
cal advisor and chief negotiator of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), Mr Anton Balasingham, has
blamed the Sri Lankan government for
what he described as the present “impa-
sse” in the Sri Lankan peace process
accusing Prime Minister Ranil Wickre-
masinghe’s government of dragging its
feet on the issue of d-eproscription of
the LTTE and backtracking on the is-
sue of setting up an interim adminis-
tration for the northeast of the island.
He also alleged that President Chand-
rika Kumaratunga had a “hawkish atti-
tude” and a “pathological hatred for the
LTTE”.

The following are extracts from Mr.
Balasingham’s interview with the
Tamil Guardian published from Lon-
don:

“As a party to the cease-fire agree-
ment, we are unhappy that some of the
terms and conditions as well as some
measures aimed at creating normalcy
in Tamil areas are not fully imple-
mented. The military personnel are still
occupying temples, schools, colleges
and public buildings in defiance of the
timeframes stipulated in the truce.”

in Talks;

- Anton Balasmgham

“The reluctance shown by the
Sinhala armed forces to vacate these
places of worship has angered the Tamil
people and is destroying their confi-
dence in the peace process.”

“The cease-fire document stipulates
that unarmed LTTE members will be
permitted freedom of movement in the
northeast for political activities. But the
Sri Lanka government has imposed
stringent conditions for the freedom of
movement of our cadres in the islets off
Jaffna where 35,000 Tamils live.....
Similarly the Sri Lankan navy is refus-
ing to remove all restrictions on fish-
ing even after the timeframe of 90 days
has lapsed which continues to affect
seriously the conditions of existence of
our fishermen.”

“The non-implementation of the
terms and conditions of the cease-fire
is causing delay in the resumption of
peace negotiations. A proper and sys-
tematic de-escalation of the conflict and
the restoration of normalcy in the war
affected Tamil region which are essen-
tial pre-requisites for peace negotia-
tions, can only be realised by the
smooth implementation of the truce
agreement.”

“We are disappointed over the lack

(Continued from page 4)

RW: The lease to Indian Oil has to be
looked at in the context of the overall
Indo-Lanka relations. It is essential for
the development of Trincomalee as a
port, and under the Indo-Lanka agree-
ment, we had a commitment to develop
the oil tank farm jointly. This is meant
to develop Trincomalee as an economic
and a commercial base, not a military
base. And the LTTE wants it.

NS: How do you see the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa’s stand on
the LTTE and are you going to meet her
during this visit?

RW: Her stand is not new. I would like
to meet her and brief her on what is hap-
pening on Sri Lanka. We are also going
to discuss with the Indian Government
the feasibility of the land bridge (be-
tween Thalaimannar and Rameswaram)
and that affects Tamil Nadu.

There are many issues to talk to her
about. I think I know her well enough
to exchange views on any matter frankly
and freely. I hope to meet her.
NS: You are going to India again at a
time of great tension between India and
Pakistan. Do you see this affecting your
own country in any way?
RW: My trip to Delhi, and President
Musharraf’s visit here (scheduled for the
end of July) were both fixed before any
of this took place. As far as we are con-
cerned, the reasons for the tensions that
exist now are bilateral. But we are also
mindful of the fact that the consequence
of the conflict will not be restricted to
the northern plains of the subcontinent,
that we will all be affected. We would
like to see the tensions reducing, but that
has to be done by the two countries, they
are both very close to us.

(Courtesy of ‘The Hmdu )

of concern and inclination on the part
of the Sri Lankan government in the
process of de-escalation and stabili-
sation of peace, which is seriously un-
dermining the confidence of our peo-
ple in the peace process.”

“We are well aware that President
Kumaratunga is deadly opposed to the
terms and conditions of the cease-fire
as well as for confidence building meas-
ures aimed at de-escalation and resto-
ration of normalcy..... She has a patho-
logical hatred for the LTTE and is op-
posed to a negotiated political settle-
ment with the LTTE. ... In view of her
ultra-nationalist and hawkish attitude
on the Tamil national question, one can
safely assume that President Kumara-
tunga is capable of creating difficulties
for the current peace process. But as far
as we are concerned this is a problem
of co-habitation between Ranil’s ad-
ministration and the Presidency.”

“We are deeply disappointed to note
that Mr Ranil Wickramasinghe is back-
tracking on the crucial issues of de-pro-
scription and interim administration.
President Kumaratunga may have pre-
vailed upon Ranil to take a hard-line
attitude towards the LTTE. ... The in-
tervention of Kumaratunga and her
misguided strategy of imposing unac-
ceptable pre-conditions have definitely
slowed down the peace process and
generated a state of impasse.”

“We anticipated that Ranil’s admin-
istration would take a bold step to de-
proscribe our organisation to satisfy the
aspirations of the Tamils and to pro-
mote the peace process. But we are dis-
appointed to note that the government
has imposed a pre-condition linking the
date for the commencement of talks
with the possible de-proscription.”

“Ranil’s government has also shi-
fted its original position with regard to
the proposal to establish an interim ad-
ministration in the northeast to facili-
tate the LTTE to enter into the demo-
cratic political mainstream. Chandrika
seems to have successfully impressed
upon Ranil to consider the interim ad-
ministration only after finding a per-
manent resolution to the contentious
core issues underlying the ethnic con-
flict, a theme that she persistently
adopted and miserably failed.”

“Mr Wickramasinghe, who openly
campaigned for the establishment of the
interim administration and got the man-
date from the people in the parliamen-
tary elections, has reneged from his
position. He now proposes that core
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issues should be taken up for discus-
sion in search of a permanent solution.”

“Resolution of the core issues or
rather the fundamentals underlying the
Tamil national question requires fun-
damental constitutional reforms lead-
ing to a radical restructuring of the state
system..... Furthermore, Ranil’s ad-
ministration, with limited political au-
thority subordinated to an all-powerful
presidential rule cannot undertake this
monumental task involving a funda-
mental structural transformation of the
state. ... Ranil’s administration was
favourably disposed to the idea of an
interim solution realising the practical
logic behind the proposal. Unfortu-
nately he has now shifted from his
original position on the advice of the
President. This is going to create seri-
ous difficulties for Ranil since his gov-
ernment is incapable of addressing and
redressing the core issues behind the
Tamil question.”

“A concrete and objective analysis
of the evolutionary history of the Tamil
political struggle would reveal that the
demand for the recognition of the Tamil
homeland, the quest for Tamil national
identity and the right to self-determi-
nation are the substantive core issues
or rather, the fundamentals behind the
Tamil national question. These are not
abstract theoretical constructs of politi-
cal science or vague legal principles in
international law as some Sinhalese in-
tellectuals posit, but rather concrete
political demands evolved through his-
torical political struggles to secure the
inalienable rights of the Tamil people.”

“We have already clarified our po-
sition with regard to the Tamil right to
self-determination. We hold the view
that the Tamils have the right to both
internal and external aspects of self-
determination. The Tamils would ex-
amine a proposal for a fully autono-
mous Tamil homeland with a system
of self-government in realisation of
their inalienable right to internal self-
determination. But if Sri Lanka denies
the right to internal self-determination
and continues to subject the Tamils to
genocidal oppression they will certainly
attempt to realise it externally by strug-
gling for secession, political independ-
ence and statehood.”

“We do not think that Mr Ranil
Wickramasinghe has the necessary po-
litical authority to deal with the core
issucs as perceived by the Tamils un-
derlying the Tamil national question.
His theory of one nation, one country

The Death of TULF Leader,

amil United Liberation Front

(TULF) leader and veteran Tamil

politician, Murugesu. Sivasitham-
param, born on 20 July 1923, died on §
June at the age of 79 after guiding the
destiny of the main political party, the
(TULF) for the past 15 years.

In his younger undergraduate days,
Siva, as he was popularly and affection-
ately called, he was attracted to commu-
nism and joined the Communist Party,
but later he joined the All-Ceylon Tamil
Congress. His remarkable parliamen-
tary career began with a defeat when
contested the Point Pedro electorate in
the Jaffna peninsula as an independent
candidate in 1956 and lost.

Siva was returned to Parliament for
the first time in March 1960 winning
the Udupiddy seat on the Tamil Con-
gress ticket and repeated his perform-
ance in 1960 July too. He was then the
sole representative of the party in a
Parliament of 157 MPs.

Sivasithamparam won again in
1965 March and the Tamil Congress
with three seats joined the coalition
government of Dudley Senanayake. It
was also the time when the Federal
Party led by S J V Chelvanayakam also
became partner in the UNP led coali-
tion government. While M Tiruchel-
vam of the FP became a cabinet minis-
ter in that government, Siva was elected
Deputy Speaker of Parliament in which
capacity he functioned from 1967 to

and one people is the very negation of
the core demands of the Tamils for a
homeland, national identity and the
right to self-determination. The only
practical approach accessible to Ranil
is to work out an interim politico-ad-
ministrative set-up offering an oppor-
tunity for the LTTE to participate in the
economic development of the north-
east; to create adequate space and time
to explore the feasibility of providing
concrete constitutional forms for the
core demands of the Tamils in terms of
internal self-determination. Any rush to
address the core issues, without the rec-
ognition of the basic demands of the
Tamils, will end up in disaster as has
happened in Thimpu.” d

Sivasithamparam

1970. He lost his seat to the Federal
Party in the 1970 parliamentary elec-
tion.

As the ethnic conflict escalated, the
mid-seventies first witnessed the Fed-
eral Party, ACTC and the CWC com-
bining to form the Tamil United Front
(TUF). With the adoption of the Vaddu-
koddai resolution calling for a cam-
paign to set up a separate state of Eelam,
the TUF became defunct with the CWC
distancing itself from the separatist
platform, and when the TULF was
formed with the FP as its main party,
Sivajoined it leaving behind his ACTC
colleagues. Contesting under the TULF
ticket in the Nallur electorate in Jaffna
in the July 1977 general election, Siva
created history by recording the larg-
est majority of 28,137 votes in the en-
tire country in that election. The TULF
with 18 seats was the largest Opposi-
tion party in 1977.

Appapillai Amirthalingam and
Murugesu Sivasithamparam became
Leader and Deputy Leader of the Op-
position respectively. Sivasithamparam
became president and Amirthalingam
secretary-general of the TULF in 1978.

The 1983 July violence resulted in
a tragic upheaval for the Tamil minor-
ity. Thousands of families were affected
and uprooted. Sivasithamparam’s
house and vehicle in Colombo too were
burnt and his family members escaped
death miraculously. They, along with
many others, relocated to Tamil Nadu.

The TULF forfeited its Parliamen-
tary seats by refusing to take the man-
datory oath of allegiance to a unitary
state as provided for by the hastily
passed Sixth Amendment to the Sri
Lankan Constitution. It, however, wel-
comed the good offices of India and
cooperated fully in the mediatory ef-
forts undertaken by New Delhi. Siva-
sithamparam, along with his TULF col-
leagues, participated in all forms of In-
dia-sponsored negotiations, including
the aborted talks in Bhutan in 1985, In
1987, the TULF accepted the Indo-
Lanka accord and re-entered the politi-
cal mainstream of the island.

Siva survived with serious injuries

{continued on next page)
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@ SLFP Urges Bigger
Role for President
May 3 - After months
of deliberation, the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) came out with a

©® Monitors Under Fire
Colombo, May 5 Bare-
ly three months after the
truce began, the Sri Lanka
Monitoring Mission (SL-
MM) has come under crtic-

policy statement on the
ongoing peace process, demanding a big-
ger role for its leader and the President,
Chandrika Kumaratunga.

The SLFP, which is the main constitu-
ent of the opposition People’s Alliance
{PA), also made it clear that it was against
an interim administration in the northeast
before a final solution to the ethnic con-
flict was arrived at.

The 12-page document, signed by
Maithripala Sirisena, general secretary of
the SLFP, said that the party supported a
negotiated settlement and would not sabo-
tage the peace process in the “destructive”
way the now-ruling United National Party
(UNP) had opposed its peace efforts.

But the SLFP listed conditions that it
wanted met in return for its continued co-
operation. Chief among these was that the
Government must give the President
Kumaratunga a bigger role in the process
by recognising that she was the “head of
state, head of the executive and the Gov-
ernment, head of the Cabinet, Comma-
nder-in-Chief of the armed forces and the
leader of the SLFP and the PA.”

Proposing that a Standing Committee
under the joint leadership of the President
and the Prime Minister to guide the on-
going peace process, the statement said,
“We strongly urge the UNF to enter into a
meaningful dialogue with the main oppo-
sition party (the SLFP) and other parties,
if it is truly concerned with establishing
lasting peace and resolving the ethnic con-

flict.”

The statement came as the Prime Min-
ister, Ranil Wickremesinghe, speaking at
a function to mark the World Press Free-
dom Day, appealed for a move away from
confrontational politics in the interests of
building a pluralist society.

The SLFP asked the Government to
practice what it preached by adopting a
united approach to the peace process. “As
the LTTE has pronounced time and again,
for a sustainable solution to be found to
the ethnic problem it is essential that there
should be agreement between the two
main parties and at least consultation with
other parties,” the statement pointed out.

“Jt warned against the setting up of a
one-party rule by the LTTE in the north-
east, saying this could create a de facto
separate state. On the LTTE’s insistence
that the proscription on it should be lifted
before talks are commenced - a demand
that the Government is believed to be con-
sidering - the SLFP said this should be
done only after talks commenced and pro-
gressed satisfactorily. But it stopped short
of insisting that the ban must not be lifted.

The Interim Administration should en-
sure that all ethnic groups had representa-
tion and enjoyed internationally recog-
nised democratic and human rights. The
SLFP did not recognise the LTTE as the
sole representative of the Tamil people and
therefore, the administration cannot be
monopolised by it, the statement said.

(Continued from page 7)

an assassination attempt by the LTTE
in 1989 in Colombo. TULF Secretary
General A. Amirthalingam and parlia-
mentarian V Yogeswaran. Siva was
shot in the chest and underwent a long
stint in hospital.

Siva contested the Jaffna and Wanni
electoral districts in 1989 and 1994 but
failed win. The TULF was actively in-
volved in the peacemaking efforts of
President Chandrika Kumaratunga and
Siva himself played a commendable
role in it. Iil health in 1998 compelled
him to return and stay continuously in
Chennai till early this year. He did not
contest the elections of 2000 and 2001.

During the last quarter of 2001, four
Tamil political parties, including the
TULF, came together to form the Tamil

National Alliance (TNA) and in the
general election held in December that
year the TNA won 14 seats and Siva
became one of its ‘National List’ MPs.

Siva was incorruptible and a para-
gon of virtue in every sense of the
phrase with not a whiff of scandal about
him ever. Few of his ilk are in Sri
Lankan politics today and his loss
would be sorely felt.

Like many Tamil politicians of his
vintage, Siva believed in the creed of
Gandhian non-violence and partici-
pated in many protest demonstrations
over the years. It could be truly said that
with his demise an exemplary manifes-
tation of Tamil politics is no more. He
leaves his wife, son and daughter and
their families. His son-in-law is an In-
dian national. ()

ism from newspapers, op-
position parties, human rights groups and
aroused the ire of President Chandrika
Kumaratunga over its handling of inci-
dents threatening the truce.

The 23 monitors from Norway, Swe-
den and Finland, led by retired Norwégian
general Trond Furuhovde, were picked by
Oslo monitor the truce between the Tamil
Tigers and the government.

In the face of such criticism the
SLMM, poorly manned in terms of num-
bers comprising only 23 foreign members
in its team, has urgently requested Nor-
way to send at least 25 additional moni-
tors to help oversee the ceasefire.

Hagrup Haukland, the deputy head of
the monitoring mission said they had
called for reinforcements to deal with hun-
dreds of complaints pouring in.

“We need more people badly to han-
dle the complaints we are receiving and
we have requested them to show up some-
time this month,” said Haukland. “We ac-
tually needed them yesterday.” Haukland
said the new monitors are likely to include
personnel from Denmark and Iceland, be-
sides Norway, Finland and Sweden.

The present team is battling to proc-
ess numerous complaints, which are
swamping the SLMM’s six offices in the
island’s north and east. “Not all the com-
plaints turn out to be ceasefire violations.
But we have to listen to all of them. We
cannot turn anyone away.” Haukland re-
fused to categorise the complaints the
monitoring mission had received but lo-
cal officials said they ranged from acci-
dental shooting incidents to extortion and
abduction.

Norway brokered a ceasefire agree-
ment between Colombo and the LTTE,
and both sides agreed to have the moni-
toring mission, headed by retired Norwe-
gian general Trond Furuhovde, as the fi-
nal arbiter on interpreting the terms of the
truce agreement.

The Scandinavians are helped by
groups of local monitors nominated by the
government and the LTTE. The mission
has been called on to rule on several seri-
ous incidents that threatened the ceasefire
in the north and east.

Haukland admitted to the mission hav-
ing made at least one mistake. It almost
resulted in a hostile confrontation between
the navy and a flotilla of boats carrying
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some 40 Tamil Tigers off the north-east-
ern port of Trincomalee.

“That was a tricky case. We were no-
tified in the correct way by the LTTE of
the movement of their cadres, but we did
not notify the government. We hope that
kind of mistake will not happen again,”
Haukland said.

The mission has also come under criti-
cism from foreign and local human rights
organisations for failing to stop the har-
assment of civilians.

“We are trying-our utmost to do a good
job. Itis not possible to satisfy everybody,”
said Haukland, adding that more person-
nel would help the monritoring mission
implement the truce properly, and then
“we can be more accessible and process
complaints faster.”

® The Peace that People Seek

May § - Rev. C. Jayakumar, the Direc-
tor of the Jaffna-based Human Develop-
ment Centre (HUDEC), has said that the
peace that the people seek was not any cost
or at the expense of “our value and tradi-
tions” in an interview with “The Sunday
Leader” (5.5.2002).

Asked as to whether moves by the
government would pave the way for the
opening up of the economy in Jaffna and
develop it, he said, “While attaining peace
and stability in Jaffna in particular and in
the country in general, we should also re-
tain the old charm of the Jaffna city.”

In regard to promoting an open
economy, Rev. Jeyakumar said, “We only
ask for checks and balances for the open
economy. You see, the poverty line in
Jaffna is very low. Nobody even knows
about it. The people who come from the
south always interact with the elite of so-
ciety and return. They fail to understand
there is a huge crisis over poverty. So I
am not saying that such an opening will
not help Jaffna. But at the same time we
do not want to see an erosion of values
and traditions.” Asked as to how the peo-
ple of Jaffna are continuing to survive with
smiles on their faces even after a protra-
cted war, the Reverend said, “It is because
of the extended family system that has
been cherished here from the inception.
Our family systems are very strong. This
is why we even survived with an embargo
imposed on us. For instance, once a per-
son is living abroad, he/she sends money
and that is being shared here. So we sur-
vive.”

Asked as to why most men in Jaffna
are addicted to liquor, he said, “I think
most men are under severe stress. They
have no place to run to and they try to

drown their sorrows by drinking. But |
must say that this is not the way to face
challenges. Now the cream of society is
gone away from the peninsula and these
men think they cannot handle the situa-
tion. This is the negative aspect of the war.
But if you take Japan for instance, after
the war, all the educated people and the
intellectuals stuck on to rebuild Japan. But
here it is not happening. Most educated
men have gone abroad while others have
been killed. So Jaffna lacks educated men
to take on the challenges.” Asked as to
whetherthe people of Jaffna would prefer
an interim administration under the con-
trol of the Tigers especially when they are
being accused of extorting money from the
people, Rev. Jeyakumar said, “It is like
this. If the LTTE comes back, it might have
to change for the better. [f the Tigers con-
tinue to extort money and conduct affairs
the way it did in the past, they will lose
the mass support.”

©® India offers ‘expertise’ at talks:

May 7 - India has offered assistance
at talks between the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment and the LTTE expected to be held
next month in Thailand, the Constitutional
Affairs Minister, G. L. Peiris.

“The External Affairs Minister, Jas-
want Singh, assured me that India has no

other interest than the return of peace to'

Sri Lanka. India’s only desire is the inter-
nal peace of Sri Lanka,” the Minister, who
is also the Cabinet spokesman and was in
New Delhi last month, said at a news con-
ference.

The Government of India had “un-
equivocally’” declared its support for the
peace process, he said. “India has offered
to place at the disposal of Sri Lanka tech-
nical and constitutional expertise for the
Government’s discussions with the LTTE
that are to be held in Thailand in due
course,” Mr. Peiris said.

Sri Lanka wanted to be fully prepared
for the talks, and the Government would
seek assistance from Indian Constitutional
experts on aspects of the 13th Amendment
to the Constitution, a result of the 1987
Indo-Lanka Accord, for a clear definition
of the powers that could be devolved un-
der it, and the unit of devolution, he said.

But the Minister, who is one of two
cabinet members in charge of the ongo-
ing peace process, dismissed the inference
that a proposed LTTE-run interim admin-
istration, which is likely to be the main
focus of the Thailand talks, would be
based on the model provided by the 13th
Amendment,

Mr. Peiris also asserted that talks

would be held in June as planned and not
in July, as speculation has it after the Lon-
don-based Taumil Guardian, said that talks
might not be possible before mid-July.

In the last two weeks, the detente in
Sri Lanka was threatened by two encoun-
ters at sea between the Sri Lankan Navy
and the LTTE.

In one incident, the Navy blockaded
a Tiger flotilla near Trincomalee, which
was found to be transporting arms and cad-
res but was let off at the intervention of
the monitors.

The monitors later said the LTTE had
asked them to inform the Government of
the flotilla’s movement, and that they had
omitted to do so due to an “oversight”,

In the second incident, the Navy clash-
ed with boats that it said were carrying
arms and ammunition. According to the
Navy, one boat self-destructed, while an-
other blew up when its patrol returned fire
from it. But in a statement from Killino-
chchi, the LTTE accused the Navy of fir-
ing on fishing boats, killing fishermen and
“breaching™ the truce agreement. It said
the version that the boats were carrying
arms was a “ludicrous lie fabricated by the
naval authorities to justify their atrocities
against innocent fishermen”.

Referring to these incidents, Mr. Peiris
said no ceasefire in the world was perfect
and said the monitoring mission was in-
vestigating them in a “even-handed” man-
ner. ’

Commenting that there was a “vast
reservoir” of international goodwill for the
Sri Lankan Government’s efforts to re-
solve the ethnic conflict, he said besides
India, the U.S. was also fully supportive
of the Sri Lankan Government’s efforts to
find peace.

@ Al on Continuing Recruitment
of Children

May 7 - The London-based interna-
tional human rights organisation, Amnesty
International, has accused the Tigers of
continuing to forcibly recruit children as
combatants. In a report, Al has named 13
children from the ages of 12 to 16 who
have been forced to join the LTTE in the
last few months.

They are: Duncy Mary (f) aged 15,
Sudharshini Tharmalingam (f) aged 12,
Gunasekaram Kananayagam (m) aged 16,
Kathiresan Ruban (m)aged, 16 Ravindran
Sanjiv (m) aged 13, Anantharasa Gunasee-
lan (m)aged 14, Baba Thambirasa (m)
aged 12, Mahendran Kapilan (m) aged 16,
Mathurauveeran Selvarasa (m) aged 15,
Thiyagarajah Suthaharan (m) aged 12,
Selvaraji Suthahar (m) aged 13, Vellai-
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samy John (m) aged 13, Selvarasa Visha-
haran (m) aged 15.

Al has voiced serious concern about
the above named children who are be-
lieved to have been recruited as combat-
ants by the LTTE.

Duncy Mary was last seen on Febru-
ary 11, 2002 as she returned from a tui-
tion class near a bus stand north of
Batticaloa town. Kathiresan Ruban, Ravi-
ndran Sanjiv and Anantharasa Gunaseelan
were reportedly among a group of seven
boys who were recruited by the LTTE on
January 2, this year at Chettikulam in the
Vavuniya district. Thiyagarajah Sutha-
haran, Selvaraji Suthahar and Vellaisamy
John told their parents on December 10,
2001, that they were going to play at the
playground in Sivapuram, in the Vavuniya
district but they never returned home af-
terwards.

Al has conveyed in a communication
to the LTTE details of the above abduc-
tions. Two youths resident at Weerapuram
in Vavuniya, namely Raj Francis and
Edward Kennedy were abducted by the
LTTE to be given amilitary training. They
were able to escape from the LTTE camp
and surrendered to the Thalladi army camp
in Mannar on 26.02.2002.

Two LTTE cadres have also been
taken into custody when they were de-
tected forcibly taking children to be re-
cruited to the LTTE.The police later re-
leased these LTTE members.

A seventeen years old Tamil student,
who was abducted by the LTTE, escaped
from the LTTE camp and surrendered to
the China Bay police station in Trin-
comalee. A Government news releases
reported that a group of LTTE members
who arrived at Korakallarmadu area in
Batticaloa on 25th March 2002 had de-
manded that each household in the area
had to give one youth or child to be re-
cruited to the LTTE or if they are not
agreeable they would have to vacate the
area.
On March 30th, a large group of about
300 armed LTTE cadres had crossed over
to Wakarai, Kadiraveli area without in-
forming the army from the Polonnaruwa
_ Batticaloa main road. The majority of
cadres were child soldiers aged between
12 years and 16 years and had been trained
after joining the LTTE recently.

On 27th March morning three young-
sters who had been forcibly taken into the
LTTE had fled to Kiran army camp at
Batticaloa after which they had been
handed over to Palammena Police,
Valachchenai.

Apart from recruiting children as com-

batants, Amnesty International has as-
serted that it strongly objects to govern-
ments and armed opposition groups train-
ing or deploying children even, in support
roles as messengers or porters.

@ Wrangle over highway continues

May 10 — A month after the highway
connecting the Jaffna peninsula to the
mainland reopened, the Norwegian-led in-
ternational monitors of Sri Lanka’s cease-
fire are still engaged in resolving a dis-
pute between the LTTE and the Govern-
ment over bus rights on the route.

The LTTE wants exclusive rights on
the stretch of the A-9 highway that falls
in its territory, a demand the Government
has refused on the ground that this is an
attempt by the Tigers to establish and le-
gitimise a separate jurisdiction in the area
under their control.

As with all other aspects of the ethnic
conflict, the victims are the civilians. In-
stead of the promised relief to travellers
from northern Sri Lanka to the south and
the other way after the opening of the road,
the journey is a nightmare in the absence
of through transport.

Government-run Ceylon Tranpsort
Board (CTB) buses cannot operate on the
70-km stretch of the A-9 between Oman-
thai and Muhamalai, which falls under the
control of the LTTE. Passengers have no
choice but to change as many as five buses
to travel from Vavuniya to Jaffna.

The first stop is at Thandikulam, the
final army checkpoint on the Forward De-
fence Line (FDL), where passengers are
registered and sent by a specially arranged
bus flying an International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) flag across no man’s
land to the LTTE checkpoint at Omanthai.

After being screened by the LTTE
here, the passengers need to hire a vehi-
cle to travel north up to Muhalamalai, the
final LTTE checkpoint on the A-9. This
could cost from Rs 150 to Rs 6,000, de-
pending upon the type of the vehicle.

Once again, they must disembark,
change into a special bus that will take
them across no man’s land to the army
FDL at Muhamalai. There, they need to
hop off one more time and on to a CTB
bus that can take them to Jaffna or other
parts of the peninsula. Add luggage, ba-
bies, children and old people, and the
whole trip is a daunting ordeal.

The head of the Norwegian-led Sri
Lanka Monitoring Mission was reported
to be holding discussions with the LTTE
leadership to find a solution to the issue.
When the dispute first arose, the monitors
had ruled that the LTTE was violating the

ceasefire by restricting free movement of
passengers, and gave both sides a month
to sort out the dispute. The deadline passed
without any resolution of the dispute.

The Government has said that it is
willing to consider an LTTE-run bus serv-
ice on the stretch provided it is operated
under motor vehicle rules prevalent in
other parts of the country. “We have indi-
cated our flexibility on an arrangement for
an LTTE-sponsored bus company, but they
will have to comply with the gazetted rules
of the country,” said an official.

At the moment, vehicles in LTTE ter-
ritory carry “Tamileelam” license plates
and are not registered with Sri Lanka’s
road traffic authorities.

Officials said at the heart of the dis-
pute was the LTTE’s desire to assert the
separateness of the territory under its con-
trol. For civilians, the sheer logistical dif-
ficulties of the journey are compounded
by the LTTE “tax collectors”, who are re-
ported to be charging a 25 per cent levy
on goods people are taking into area un-
der its control, especially on bicycles and
essential commodities. Tamil sources said
those travelling south are discovering that
they have to give financial guarantees of
their return and must obtain permits from
the LTTE to leave. As a result many are
now turning back to the air and sea routes,
which are also procedurally daunting, but
now seem more attractive given the com-
plications of the land route.

@ Threat to Peace Process

14 May — The National Peace Coun-
cil of Sri Lanka in a statement states, “Po-
litical and media attention at this time ap-
pears to be focusing more on the short-
comings of the peace process rather than
its strengths. This is creating a negative
climate of opinion in which the benefits
of the ceasefire agreement, such as the sav-
ings of life (of about 1500 persons based
on a average death toll of 10 per day), are
being taken for granted or downplayed.
Any erosion in public confidence in the
peace process will make it more difficult
for the next steps forward to be taken, such
as the lifting of the ban on the LTTE and
commencement of direct negotiations.

An important confidence-building
measure could be an increased emphasis
on human rights issues. Several civic or-
ganisations have pointed out that the hu-
man rights situation in the north and east
is poor and has to be improved. The NPC
believes that the government and LTTE
should sign a human rights agreement to
accompany the ceasefire agreement and
thereby restore public confidence in their
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bona fides vis-a-vis the public welfare. At
the same time we call for an independent
human rights monitoring body with Sri
Lankan and international participation to
be set up in terms of this agreement.

The NPC is also concerned that parti-
san political considerations are contribut-
ing to a one-sided and overly adverse as-
sessment of the ceasefire agreement. The
high degree of political polarisation in the
country that permeates institutions in gen-
eral, including the mass media, must not
become an obstacle to the peace process.
In particular, we view the inability or un-
willingness of the government to get the
opposition on board the peace process as
a major contributory factor to the rise in
anti-peace propaganda. A key reason for
the mainstream opposition’s refusal to co-
operate with the government at this time
is its sense of political grievance rather
than a fundamental antipathy to the peace
process. Senior opposition leaders com-
plain of both political harassment and of
exclusion by the government. Accord-
ingly, the NPC calls on the government to
enter into a memorandum of understand-
ing with the opposition that takes their
mutual concerns into account. A biparti-
san approach is crucial to sustaining the
peace process in the longer term and in
upholding the national interest over parti-
san ones.

@ Ranil to sign several deals
with India

May 19 - Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe may sign several important
Memoranda of Understanding (MOU)
with India when he visits New Delhi in
the second week of June,official sources
said in Colombo.

From the politico-strategic point of
view, the most important could be the deal
to lease out to India some of the 100 giant
World War II vintage oil tanks in Trinco-
malee.The Sri Lankans say that the Indian
Oil Corporation (I0C) is to take fifteen
of the tanks. But the Indians say that
though an 10C delegation had vis-
ited the site some time ago, nothing is cer-
tain given the lack of a real demand for
the facility. But, having failed to get New
Delhi directly involved in the peace proc-
ess between his government and the LTTE,
some observers are of the view that the
Prime Minister is keen on drawing India
into the north-east to give it a stake in that
politically sensitive part of the island.
They say that an Indian stake will mean
an Indian interest in keeping the LTTE in
check if and when this becomes
necessary. Though at this point of time, the

Indians may be hesitating to respond to
the Sri Lankan offer enthusiastically,they
have a long term interest in seeing that no
other power gets hold of the gigantic and
strategically key facililty. In fact, India has
a prior claim to the tanks as per the Indo-
Sri Lanka Accord of 1987. The Accord
says that the tanks will be refurbished and
used by India and Sri Lanka as a joint ven-
ture. '

However, from the purely economic
point of view the most important MOU
will be on giving some 25 to 30% of the
retail outlets of the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) to the Indian Oil Cor-
poration (I0C) when it is privatised.The
10C will be selling its oil products in the
island. This is expected to give the Indian
oil a major headstart in the race to take
over the operations of the CPC when it is
privatised.Colombo is very keen on the In-
dians coming into oil sector in Sri Lanka
in a major way because it.will help it fend
off undue pressures from the MNCs.

The signing of a MOU on getting In-
dian expertise for the privatisation of the
Ceylon General Railways (CGR) is
certain.The Indian Railways’ consultancy
wing RITES will do a feasibility study on
privatisation of the CGR.

Discussions on an air service between
Colombo and Bangalore will also take
place.Sri Lankan Airlines is keen on start-
ing the service,but this may not materialse
very soon because the Indians have put a
spoke in the wheel. They insist that Sri
Lankan Arilines should fly to the Buddhist
pilgrimage centre Bodh Gaya in North
India, if Bangalore is to be opened up.But
the Colombo - Bodh Gaya route may not
be very profitable for Sri Lankan Airlines
because most Sri Lankan pilgrims, being
middle class shoestring budget travellers,
will prefer to fly to Chennai and take a
train to Gaya.

@ UNP sweeps local polls

May 21 - Sri Lanka’s ruling United
National Party, which has given the coun-
try its best chance for peace in years, reg-
istered a near sweep in local polls held on
20 May. The party of Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe won 15 of 17 Municipal
Councils. One Council was won by the
Liberal Party and another by an independ-
ent group..However in several areas, vot-
ing in was marred by violence.

The main opposition People’s Alli-
ance, which lost last year’s parliamentary
vote, and the Marxist Peoples Liberation
Front (JVP), which has staged protests
against the peace process, were heavily
defeated.

The victories continue a streak for
Wickremesinghe, who won parliamentary
elections in December on a pro-peace plat-
form and also saw his party take all but
five of 222 village and city councils that
were contested in March. As in Decem-
ber and March, the United National Party
campaigned on its peace plan, while the
other parties attacked the plan and criti-
cised the cost of living.

Wickremesinghe has seen his party’s
popularity go up after he signed a cease-
fire with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) in February, and as he
moves quickly towards talks with the
Tamil Tigers, now expected late next
month. The talks would be the first face-
to-face peace negotiations in seven years.

Violence is common in Sri Lankan
elections .The independent Centre for
Monitoring Election Violence said it had
received more than 100 complaints of
election-related violence, including one
murder. The worst violence was in south-
ern Tangalle, won by the ruling party,
which had “rendered the results meaning-
less”, the centre said. Voter turnout was
about 65 percent, with about 1.1 million
of Sri Lanka’s 19 million people eligible
to vote. The elections in the 17 munici-
palities, including the capital Colombo,
were to have been held in March but were
delayed by legal challenges. Elections for
another 71 local government bodies in the
war zone in the north and east are expected
to be held in September.

@ “Peace process:
Optimism has not waned”

CHENNAI, May 23 - As the fragile
Sri Lankan peace process enters a signifi-
cant phase, the island’s Shipping Minis-
ter, Rauf Hakeem, sees no reason for panic
and asserts that recent misgivings are
“usual teething problems.”

“Optimism has not waned. It has had
some temporary setbacks since both sides
are trying to prove to the people that we
dominate the process, that we call the
shots,” Mr. Hakeem, who is on an official
visit to India told The Hindu on 23 May.
“I don’t see any necessity for both parties
or any party to panic. Whatever has hap-

~ pened or has not happened are usual teeth-

ing problems that have got to be resolved
by mutual dialogue, he said.

Mr. Hakeem, who is also the leader of
the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, said the
Tigers had “realised their folly,” and was
of the opinion that the build-up of peace
will force the Government and the Tigers
to a solution.

According to a memorandum of un-
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derstanding entered into by the Sri Lankan
Government and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) with Norway on Feb-
ruary 21, “all unarmed LTTE members
shall be permitted freedom of movement
in the North and the East” 90 days after
the MoU. With the passing of this dead-
line, Mr. Hakeem said, “it will be very in-
teresting to see how the LTTE will present
itself to the people as a party that is will-
ing to transform itself from a politico-mili-
tary organisation which had a somewhat
hegemonistic attitude towards the others.
It is imperative that Mr. Prabakaran’s as-
surance to permit pluralism is put into
practice and they respect the sentiments
of the people in its true sense. What is
important is for them to realise that they
should not upset the dovecote in the south
by getting into unnecessary emotional
roller coasters anymore.”

Mr. Hakeem termed the sharp reac-
tions in southern Sri Lanka to his meeting
with the LTTE leader, Vellupillai Praba-
karan, in April, as “typical” of the Left
radical Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna, and
that it resorted to it “out of desperation.”.

What, however was “unfortunate” was
that the People’s Alliance had also for
some time “jumped into the bandwagon.”
The important issue, he said, was to deal

with the southern politics in a “bipartisan
manner, forgetting vindictive politics.”
Mr. Hakeem’s meeting with the Tigers
came at a time when anti-Muslim pro-
nouncements were attributed to the east-
ern Tiger leadership. Against that back-
drop, the SLMC leader, who “did not want
to point fingers,” said the meeting “was a
good start” for the Muslim community. “It
was very positive. People were getting
restive. Certain actions by individuals
were sending the wrong signal. It was ob-
vious that things were beginning to hap-
pen in such a way that those convulsions
would end up in totally derailing the proc-
ess. The meeting and the assurance that
were given by Mr. Prabakaran were seen
as a very magnanimous gesture, though
the magnanimity came somewhat late.”
Tamil-Muslim relationship in Sri
Lanka had hit a low when the LTTE or-
dered the eviction of the Muslims from the
North a decade ago. In a reference to this,
Mr. Hakeem said, “the Tigers have cer-
tainly realised their folly by evicting the
Muslims from the north. It is now impor-
tant for the Tigers not to rely solely on the
dominance gained by the gun. Though
Muslims are angry and bitter at what had
happened in the past, we also realise the
imperative need to co-exist and live as

brothers in the north and east with the
Tamils. We need to regain our neutrality.
If we can sit down and talk we could find
innovative ways of sharing power.”

Asked about the sensitive issue of
merger of the north and east, he said, “the
eastern people must have a say in decid-
ing whether they will continue to coexist.
That will also act as a bulwark against to-
talitarianism.”

On how he read the Tigers’ moves in
the peace process, he said “they have never
changed their stance” and have kept all
options open while insisting that “they will
consider a viable alternative.” The hope
for peace, as Mr. Hakeem sees it, is in en-
suring that the dividends of peace reach
the people.

“The emerging scenario is such that
the Tigers need to contend with the senti-
ments of the people. It is important for the
peace dividends to filter down to the peo-
ple. That has started. That is what gives
the confidence. They will act as a mas-
sive pressure group. Once peace dividends
are enjoyed by all sections of the Sri
Lankan polity, they will act as a massive
pressure group both against the Govern-
ment and the LTTE in order to force them
into a solution.” (Report by V.S. Samba-
ndan, The Hindu)
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® UNHCR on Return
of Displaced Persons

May 23 - Despite the voluntary return
of 71,000 internally displaced people
[IDP] to their homes this year, the United
Nations’ leading refugee agency maintains
that “conditions in Sri Lanka are not yet
conducive to promote or facilitate large-
scale, organised [displaced people’s] re-
turn or repatriation of refugees,” a UN
working group said this week. The report
said that major concerns remain regard-
ing the risk of landmines and unexploded
ordinance in both actual and potential ar-
eas of return. UN’s High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) “is monitoring
closely the situation of spontaneous re-
turns to ensure that they occur voluntar-
ily, with safety and dignity,” the UN’s IDP
working group said in its weekly bulletin.

More than 71,000 internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs), or roughly 14,200
families, have returned to their homes
since the beginning of the year in Jaffnaa,
Kilinochchii, Mullaitivu, Mannar, Vavu-
niya, Trincomalee and Batticaloa districts,
the report said. More than 35,000 retu-
rnees in Jaffna District account for nearly
half the total. “Precise week-by-week fig-
ures are not available, but indications are
that the magnitude of return has clearly
increased since the Feb. 23 cease-fire
agreement,” the report said.

Despite the UNHCR having “reserva-
tions about promotion or facilitation of
large-scale, organized repatriation at this
stage” the agency has agreed to assist in
the return of 16 extremely vulnerable refu-
gees from south Indian camps for press-
ing humanitarian reasons, the report
added.

Modalities of repatriation, as well as
the level of assistance the government can
provide, are two of the topics to be dis-
cussed at a meeting on voluntary repatria-
tion that UNHCR is scheduling with the
relevant government authorities.

More than 50 refugees crossed the
Palk Straits in fishing boats from India to
Mannar in April, the report said, adding
that such spontaneous returns appear to
be continuing. The report says that the
UNHCR’s “primary responsibility with
relation to mine-action issues within the
current context is to identify priority ar-
eas of potential IDP and refugee return
where de-mining and mine awareness ac-
tivities are required.” UNICEF is said to
be the lead UN agency on mine-risk edu-
cation (MRE) and is to work closely in
that capacity with UNHCR in areas where
large numbers of people have returned, are
returning or could potentially return, the

report added.

The estimated 1.4 million pieces of
live ammunition, including 86,700 anti-
personnel mines, remaining in territory
formerly controlled by the Sri Lanka Army
are taking a long time to clear due to the
lack of equipment and funding, accord-
ing to the official in charge of clearing the
unexploded ordnance.

The landmine clearing work in LTTE
controlled areas is currently being funded
solely by the Tamil Rehabilitation Organi-
sation, Mr Yogan, coordinator of the Hu-
manitarian Landmine Clearance Section
told reporters last week. He noted that
elsewhere in the world, such projects re-
ceived support from United Nations agen-
cies.

@ India to get Trinco oil tanks

May 24 - The Sri Lanka cabinet which
met on 24 May decided to.offer a key oil
tank installation in the eastern port town
of Trincomalee to India’s public sector
giant Indian Oil Corporation (I10C) on
long-term lease.

The decision is to give on long lease
all the 99 giant oil tanks in Trincomalee
to India to be run by a joint venture com-
pany comprising the Indian Oil Corpora-
tion (IOC), and a Sri Lankan partner, Cabi-
net spokesman and Constitutional Affairs
Minister said. The IOC would have ma-
jority stake in the new company, he said.

Significantly, the Cabinet decision
covers the entire China Bay foil tank farm,
coinprising 99 storage tanks, and allows
IOC to use as many of them as it wants,
and lease out the rest. The facility has a
combined capacity of over one million
tonnes.

Originally, it was said that only 15
tanks would be given to India as that was
the view of the minister concerned. But
in the final analysis, the view of Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe and Eco-
nomic Reforms Minister Milinda Mora-
goda prevailed. They were strongly in fa-
vour of a full Indian take over, albeit as a
joint venture as per the Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord of 1987.

Peiris said that the I0C, one of the
Fortune 500 companies, would be given
the right either to keep all the tanks or lease
out some to other parties. “If India accepts
the offer, IOC will have to incorporate a
new joint venture company along with a
local partner to operate the oil tanks. The
I0C would have majority stake in the new
entity,” Peiris said.

Peiris did not divulge more details on
the lease proposal, especially on the pro-
posed security arrangements for the instal-

lation. The Cabinet was taking advantage
of the fact that the Indian government had
shown a “strategic interest” in the oil tank
farm, while making the offer of a long-
term lease, he said.

He added that the offer to give the fa-
cility to India in its entireity had “national
security and economic security implica-
tions” about which he refused to elabo-
rate.

Trincomalee, with its natural harbour,
is considered to be of enormous strategic
importance not only for the island but also
for the entire south Asia region. In the
LTTE’s scheme of things, the city and the
harbour falls within the area it claims as
the homeland of the Tamils where it has
been battling to set up a separate state.
Some of those who want to thwart any
unwelcome designs on the part of the
LTTE think that a strong Indian presence
in Trincomalee would be a countervailing
factor. It has also been commented that the
Sri Lankan government took what is de-
scribed as a pre-emtive decision to offer
the facilities to India at this time to avoid
being confronted with any obstacles from
the LTTE present it with a fait accompli
on the status of Trincomalee during the
forthcoming talks in Thailand.

@ Norway sets questionnaire

May 27 - The Norwegian government
brokering the peace deal between the Sri
Lankan government and Tami! Tigers'has
sent out a questionnaire to both sides to
make preparations for direct talks in Thai-
land, according to reports from Colombo.

The objective of the questionnaire is to
ascertain how the talks between the two
sides should be conducted and the compo-
sition of the teams taking part in the pro-
posed negotiations. “The Sunday Times”
said it had obtained a copy of the Norwe-
gian questionnaire and published some of
the highlights in its column. The question-
naire was part of the preparations being
made by the Norwegian government to open
direct talks between the two sides, the first
in seven years, after the previous round of
peace talks collapsed in April 1995.

“Like in the case of the ceasefire
agreement (Memorandum of Understand-
ing) between the government and the
LTTE, the Norwegians have called for
position papers from both sides on the
upcoming talks,” the newspaper said.

“A significant question in the ques-
tionnaire is whether the facilitators should
sit in during talks, should they take part
in the discussions, make proposals, sug-
gestions etc.,” the paper said.

How and by whom the questionnair
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was leaked to the press remains a mystery.
But the Norwegian ambassador in Co-
lombo, Jon Westborg, confirmed that Nor-
way had sent out the questionnaire to the
LTTE and the government, but declined
to go into details of the questions. But the
responses are expected to have a direct
bearing on fixing dates for the talks and
working out other modalities.

Among the clarifications sought by
Norway are how often both sides should
meet, how many days they should sit for
tatks at a time, the preferred size of the
delegation, whether advisors are allowed
to take part in the taiks and whether advi-
sors are permitted a place at the table or
only when their inputs are required.

Should committees/sub-committees
be used to deal with issues of a more tech-
nical nature, should detailed minutes be
maintained or only minutes of decisions,
and should all meetings be finalised by an
agreement, minutes or a statement, are few
of the other questions.

Norway has said that experience has
shown the advantage of the parties agree-
ing on guidelines concerning how to deal
with the media and what would be the
most important elements in such guide-
lines. Who will chair the meetings and
what should be the role of the chairper-
son is also another question posed to both
sides.

@ Constitutional
Amendments Proposed

May 28 - The government has pub-
lished details of proposed constitutional
amendments that it says will bring about
“a new political culture.” The main fea-
ture, according to the government, is the
creation of an executive committee sys-
tem which will comprise the elected rep-
resentatives of both the ruling and the
opposition parties. But the amendments
are clearly designed to strengthen the Par-
liament’s position vis-a-vis Sri Lanka’s
powerful Executive Presidency.

A new Article 44A will provide for
the establishment of 20 Executive Com-
mittees, the Department of Information
(Dol) said. Each will consist of a Chair-
man (appointed by the Prime Minister
from amongst Cabinet Ministers) and at
least 10 other MPs.

A new Article 44B provides for the
establishment of a “Social, Economic and
Cultural Council” which will consist of the
Prime Minister or his nominee, a repre-
sentative from each of the 20 Executive
Committees and up to 40 persons (ap-
pointed by the Prime Minister in consul-
tation with the Chairmen ofthe Executive
Committees) representing, Professions,

Universities, Business Chambers, etc.

In the context of ongoing power strug-
gle between Parliament and the Office of
the President, a key aspect is the proposed
amendment of Article 70, through power
is vested in the latter to dissolve the former
upon the expiration of a period of one year
from the general election. The Article is
to be amended to enable the President to
exercise this power only with the consent
of the Prime Minister or the majority of
the Members of Parliament. “So long as
the Government continues to enjoy the
confidence of the majority of the Mem-
bers of Parliament, dissolution will not be
possible,” the Information department
pointed out.

In another change being instigated in
the context of the tussle between Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga of the PA
and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinge
of the UNF, Atrticle 90 is to be amended
“to enable an MP who votes in Parliament
in accordance with his conscience to con-
tinue as member notwithstanding his ex-
pulsion or any other disciplinary measure
taken against him by the political party or
group to which he belongs.”

The present power of the President to
appoint Special Presidential Commissions
also is to be abolished.

The UNF plans to strengthen power
of Parliament over public finance. “The
anomalous exception preventing Parlia-
ment from exercising its power in respect
of particular funds will be done away with,
and Parliamentary control of public fi-
nance will be established as an unquali-
fied principle,” the Dol said.

@ Muslims return
to find themselves homeless

May 28 - Jaffna: Nifahir has returned
to his hometown Jaffna for the first time
in 12 years since the LTTE ordered ail
Muslims in the area to leave, but all that
is left here to call a home is rubble.

“] can’t control my tears as I look at
this, all that is left of my home are these
stones. I can’t explain how I feel,” he says.

After the government and LTTE en-
tered into a permanent cease-fire three
months ago rebel leader Velupillai Prabha-
karan agreed to permit the tens of thou-
sands of Muslims who were kicked out of
the northern province to return to their
homes.

But most of these people who left
without anything and have lived in the
poorest conditions as refugees for all these
years have come back only to broken
down homes and a badly destroyed city
thanks to years of fierce fighting between

the army and LTTE.

Jaffna has just begun enjoying the
fruits of peace but as the guns are silenced
the city administrators are facing a whole
heap of new problems inciuding re-settle-
ment and rehabilitation. '

“Resettlement of people is our biggest
problem. 70 per cent of the houses of the
Muslim returnees are already occupied by
locally displaced people and the military
is also occupying several buildings,” says
Mr Shamuganadhan, Government Agent
of Jaffna. Occasionally you find a family
living in a house with no roof and half
broken walls just so they can claim the
ownership to their property.

Thousands of Muslims have been
pouring into Jaffna to get a glimpse of their
homes but hardly any of them have any
intention of returning unless the govern-
ment compensates them sufficiently to be
able to rebuild their homes.

Many of the public buildings in Jaffna
are occupied by the Sri Lankan army and
though the cease-fire agreement stipulates
that all buildings have to be vacated in
about a month it is almost unlikely that
the military could meet that target.

The LTTE have said the cease-fire has
to be implemented in full before they meet
the government for peace talks in June and
one of the conditions the rebels want met
is for the army to start moving out of build-
ings.

“Security is of primary concern. In
areas which are high security zones even
if we vacate buildings people cant come
and resettle,” says Commanding officer of
Jaffna General Sarath Fonseka. (Report by
Farah Mihlar Ahamed, Times of India)

@ President and PM closing ranks
for talks

May 29 - For the first time since a
co-habitation Government came into be-
ing last December in Sri Lanka, a meet-
ing of minds is now evident between the
President, Chandrika Kumaratunga, and
the Prime Minister, Ranil Wickremesin-
ghe, on the issue of the peace process.

Addressing the European Parliament
in Brussels on Tuesday, Mr. Wickreme-
singhe said his Government was looking
at devolution modelled on the Indian or
British pattern as a solution to the coun-
try’s ethnic conflict.

Reiterating that a united Sri Lanka was
non-negotiable, Mr. Wickremesinghe told
MEPs (members of the European Parlia-
ment), “Even though the LTTE wanted the
setting up of an interim administration (for
the north-east) to be given priority at the
direct talks in Thailand late next month,
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the Government will ask that all core is-
sues also be taken up at the top,” answer-
ing questions from MEPs

This is the first time that Mr. Wick-
remesinghe has clearly articulated the
view that an interim administration should
be linked to core political issues. Echoing
another view held by the President, the
Prime Minister also said the LTTE must
agree to respect human rights and demo-
cratic norms.

It had been earlier the perception that
the Government was agreeable to the
LTTE demand for an interim administra-
tion in the north-east and not averse to
putting off discussion on substantive is-
sues till a more convenient time.

As a result, whenever the President
brought up these issues, she was described
as opposing the peace process. But now,
the Prime Minister and she appear to be
expressing identical views.

For the LTTE, which was preparing
to soon take over the administration of the
north-east, is a bit of a let-down. At his
press conference last month, LTTE leader
V Prabhakaran had claimed that the
modalities for an interim administration
alone would be the focus of the Thailand
talks. A stinging editorial in the Tamil
Guardian, an accurate barometer of LTTE
thinking, accuses the Government of
“buckling’” to the hardline pressure ex-
erted by Ms. Kumaratunga and her Peo-
ple’s Alliance.

“Hitherto, the UNF’s positions on

matters related to the peace initiative have
been starkly distinct from those of the ul-
tra-hawkish People’s Alliance (PA) of Pre-
sident Chandrika Kumaratunga. But the
apparent adoption by the UNF now of
some of the very positions which the PA
maintains and which earlier thwarted the
Norwegian peace initiative has justifiably
heightened concern,” the London-based
weekly said in its latest issue.

It argued that the Government seemed
to be back-pedalling on its initial agree-
ment with the LTTE on restoring normal-
ity for an “interim” period and cast doubts
on the whole process, including the pro-
posed peace talks in Bangkok.

“Yet suddenly, the dynamics of the
Norwegian peace initiative seem to have
turned about. President Kumaratunga has
instructed Wickremesinghe to ditch the
idea of an interim administration and pur-
sue ‘core issues’ instead. With the UNF
Government apparently buckling to
Kumara-tunga’s pressure, the Norwegian
facilitat-ors will no doubt struggle to find
a way forward now,”” the publication
stated.

® Jaffna: Most affected are women

May 31 - Jaffna: For nearly two dec-
ades Jaffna has been pretty much the cen-
tre of fighting between government forces
and the LTTE. And the war has done far
more than destroy buildings and damage
homes; it has hurt the minds of hundreds
of thousands of people.

Although almost all the people go

about living normal lives, more than 40
percent of the people in Jaffna are believed
to be psychologically affected by the war
and the most affected are women.

If the direct effects of the war were
not enough, women in Jaffha are now suf-
fering from a new phenomenon - exorbi-
tant dowry demands. Parents in Jaffna are
finding it increasingly difficult to get their
young girls married off because the dearth
of eligible men has resulted in the few
available bachelors demanding handsome
dowries. Even if the girl is educated, the
men are demanding 2 million rupees for
dowry. “When my daughter gets older |
will have to pay about 5 million rupees,”
says a schoolteacher in Jaffna town.

There are an estimated 15,000 widows
in Jaffna alone: most of them have lost
their husbands either to military attacks
or because they have been killed fighting
for the LTTE. “When the Indian forces
were here, their attacks, particularly on the
coastal areas, resulted in a lot of young
men getting killed, so there were many
young widows,” says Saroja Sivachandran
of the Centre for Women and Develop-
ment. Women suffer both due to the LTTE
and the army. While they are militarised
and used as combatant by the Tamil Ti-
gers, they also become sex tools for the
soldiers who are present in Jaffna.

“While a large number of women liv-
ing close to the army camps are being ex-
ploited by the army, only a few cases are
reported to us. Besides, we can’t even term

all such cases as rape because,
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as they now have the time to stop and re-
member the horrifying experiences they
underwent all these years. (Report by
Farah Mihlar Ahamed, Times of India)

® US-Lanka Agreement

May 31 - Sri Lanka will enter into an
agreement to allow U.S. military aircraft
and ships to refuel and be serviced in its
territory, a U.S. embassy official said to-
day. The agreement comes amid U.S. sup-
port for a Norwegian-brokered ceasefire
between the South-Asian government and
Tamil Tigers to end a nearly two-decade
conflict, but the embassy official
downplayed the level of cooperation the
pact will en tail.

“Planes and ships of each nation can
go to the other nation for refuelling, mi-
nor servicing and repairs at cost or a pay-
ment in kind,” Stephen Holgate, the pub-
lic-affairs officer of the United States em-
bassy in Colombo said.

“Clearly when you sign an agreement
that implies a certain level of cooperation
and closeness, but this is not a quantum
leap,” he said, denying local newspaper
reports that the deal called the Acquisi-
tion and Cross Servicing Agreement
would allow America to build bases in this
island nation.

In the aftermath of the September 11
attacks on New York and Washington, the
United States has been leading a global
war on terrorism and has deployed troops
in Afghanistan and the Philip pines.

“This is the sort of agreement we have
with scores of countries around the
world,” Holgate said.

The United States has absolutely no
intention of setting up a military base in
Trincomalee harbour or anywhere else in
Sri Lanka,” he added.

U.S. warships rarely make refuelling
stops in Sri Lanka. USS Hopper, which is
providing logistical support for the opera-
tion in Afghanistan.and which stopped at
the island last month, was the first U.S.
ship to port there in eight years in a visit
that was seen more as a sign of U.S. sup-
port for the government’s peace process.

A defence analyst in Colombo said
that for the Sri Lankan Government, more
than the military assistance, the value of
the new agreement is in the signals that it
can send to the LTTE at a time when the
two sides are engaged in a Norwegian-fa-
cilitated process to begin peace talks.

Mr. Joseph Pararajasingham, senior
Tamil National Alliance MP for Batticaloa
told a US official that a proposed defence
treaty between Washington and Colombo
would support the majority Sinhalese

“continue the discrimination and subjuga-
tion of the Tamil people.”

“The Tamil people are very much con-
cerned and suspicious about the proposed
‘Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agree-
ment’ between the United States of Ame-
rica and Sri Lankan Government. From
past experience they feel that it can be used
as a tool to support the Sri Lankan mili-
tary’s war against the LTTE. Signing the
agreement would mean that you support
the majority community (Sinhalese) to
continue the discrimination and subjuga-
tion of the Tamil people,” Mr. Pararaja-
singham told Mr. Joseph L. Novak, the
head of the political section of the US Em-
bassy in Colombo. The MP told the offi-
cial: “The embassy spokesman Mr.
Stephen Holgate downplayed the level of
co-operation the pact would entail. But the
Tamil people look at this agreement with
concern and apprehension because it
would eventually commit the US to pro-
vide logistic support, training and military
supplies to the Sri Lankan security forces.
The Tamil people feel that the agreement
is meant as a warning to the LTTE, to make
it fall in line with the peace process.”

The TNA MP said that the US offi-
cial had assured him that America would
never do anything detrimental to the in-
terests of the Tamil people.

The Tamil Guardian from London
also noted the Government’s decision to
lease the Trincomalee oil tank farm to In-
dian Oil Corporation and the imminent
signing of a military agreement with the
U.S. as developments that would impact
on the peace process.

Refuting “broad, and occasionally in-
accurate, press coverage,” the United Sta-
tes in a statement issued in Colombo on
31 May denied that it was planning to en-
ter into defence pact or treaty with Sri
Lanka and said the proposed Acquisition
and Cross Servicing Agreement (ACSA),
“does not ally the two countries in any
formal way.”

Stating that the two countries “have
been engaged in discussions concerning
this proposed agreement, but it has not yet
been concluded,” the Embassy said such
“low-level agreements [are] designed to
address modest needs in a manner conven-
ient to both parties.”

“The ACSA is, as its name implies,
an agreement that allows the armed serv-
ices of each party to the agreement to avail
itself of servicing, repairs, spare parts and
equipment of the other in exchange for
payment or through the exchange of iden-
tical goods or goods of equivalent value,”
the statement said.

The statement added,“ACSA isnota
means to acquire major arms,” adding, “It
is not a means to acquire bases. ACSA has
nothing to do with access to Sri Lanka’s
airspace or waters.” The statement also
made it clear, “The United States has no
interest in acquiring military bases any-
where in Sri Lanka.”

“United States and Sri Lanka have
enjoyed a modest but appropriate level of
military cooperation for a number of years.
The ACSA is not a departure from the
nature of this long-standing relationship,
but a further confirmation of it,” the state-
ment said, adding the US has similar
agreements with 56 countries.

® LTTE’s confidence
in Ranil’s government

02 - The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) have expressed confidence
in the government led by Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe of pursuing the
Norwegian backed peace process, but they
are sticking to their demands for de-pro-
scription and setting up of an interim ad-
ministration for the strife-torn north and
eastern provinces, before the proposed
direct talks with the Sri Lankan govern-
ment.

The Political Secretary of the LTTE,
S.P.Thamil Chelvam, in an interview with
“The Sunday Times” in Colombo, said
they believe that Wickremesinghe “is a
person who has the strength, political will
and courage to go ahead with this peace
initiative, come what may”. “We have con-
fidence he (the Prime Minister) will over-
come the hurdles placed by war monger-
ing and chauvinistic groups,” Chelvam
was quoted as saying.

Refering to recent comments made by
Wickremesinghe that the proposed interim
administration would need parliamentary
approval, Chelvam said they have confi-
dence in Wickremesinghe and that state-
ments may have been made to satisfy vari-
ous constituencies in the south. “However,
it is very unfortunate if Mr Wickremesin-
ghe has changed his position. That defi-
nitely is not going to be contributory to-
wards the resolution of the problem,” he
said.

Chelvam explained why they want the
ban on their organisation lifted and the
need for the interim administration in the
north and east. Hesaid the de-proscription
“is for legitimacy” of the LTTE, and the
Interim Administration “is to establish a
means to alleviate the problems of the peo-
ple who are suffering for nearly two dec-
ades.” He said it was essential before they
get into meaningful negotiations towards
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a lasting political solution to have an ad-
ministration carried out by their own ad-
ministrators, the LTTE. “The Tamil peo-
ple consider the LTTE their political mas-
ters or rather their political representa-
tives,” Chelvam said.

Responding to questions about alle-
gations made by the LTTE’s chief nego-
tiator now in London, Anton Balasing-
ham, about the government not fulfilling
the Memorandum of Understanding with
the LTTE, Chelvam said some of the ar-
eas which the military should have vacated
have not been done so far; there have been
fears of harassment; and fishing restric-
tions have yet to be lifted. The issue of
not granting permission for the LTTE cad-
res to enter into islands off the northern
Jaffna peninsula for political activities has
been another one, he pointed out.

On allegations about the LTTE bring-
ing in weapons during the ceasefire agree-
ment, Chelvam said it was the usual prac-
tice of the military to level such allega-
tions. He also denied the allegations that
they were ‘recruiting’ cadres to the move-
ment, but said people were “volunteering
themselves to be enlisted for the freedom
struggle”.

® Lanka urged to move faster:

June 6 - Sri Lanka should move faster
in securing peace and implementing eco-
nomic reforms, the Vice President of the
World Bank’s South Asia region, Mieko
Nishimizu, said in her concluding state-
ment to the Sri Lanka Development Fo-
rum meeting in Colombo. “Speed is of
essence,” she said adding “It is important
to begin actions in places where strategic
priority, tactical advantage, enabling op-
portunities ... exist.” Ms. Nishimizu said
Sri Lanka needs “a leadership team whose
consistency of words and actions, indi-
vidually and collectively, earns the trust
and confidence of the people over time.”

Promising the support of the Devel-
opment Forum to the United National
Front (UNF) government if it was pre-
pared to effect moves towards peace and
economic reform, the World Bank official
also delivered a low-key warning if it was
not. “We engage with [champions and
leaders of change] as our counterparts,
facilitate their work, and promote them
with our corporate reputation, our global
knowledge, and if necessary our financ-
ing. We also disengage, consciously and
explicitly, when such leaders cease to ex-
ist,” she said.

“As such, as long as the process of
change keeps moving forward, our assist-
ance to the nation building of Sri Lanka

can be much, much, bigger than any
amount of financing we can bring,” Ms.
Nishimizu said.

The 2-day meeting brought together
nearly 80 delegates from 39 bilateral and
multilateral donors and over 100 partici-
pants representing the Government, pri-
vate enterprise and civil society, the De-
partment of Information said.

Ms. Nishimizu said that having heard
the discussions, she had an “even greater
sense of urgency for action for the gov-
ernment to keep acting, gain the momen-
tum, and keep moving faster in securing
peace and implementing the reforms.”

“Sri Lanka stands at the cross roads
of destiny,” Ms. Nishimizu said. “At such
a historic moment of great opportunity,
people anywhere need a visible leadership
of their government a group of leaders in
their government who works as a true
team.” o

During the discussions which centred
on government’s Poverty Reduction Strat-
egy (PRS), but also covered its Rehabili-
tation, Reconstruction and Reconciliation
(“Triple R’) delegates queried planned
benefits for the people of the island’s north
and east. “We do hope that the state of
non-war that has been reached will pro-
vide an opportunity to progress further on
the path outlined in the papers and to in-
clude, in particular, the people of the
[North and the East],” the German gov-
ernment delegation said in their statement.

“Peace, relief, rehabilitation and rec-
onciliation are the highest priorities for Sri
Lanka today,” the German statement said.
“Striving for a balanced development of
the whole country swift action, however
based on broad genuine participation and
efficient coordination, is needed in order
to prevent the North and Northeast from
being left behind in the economic proc-
ess.”

The German government called “upon
the Government of Sri Lanka, its opposi-
tion in Parliament, and the LTTE to shoul-
der their shared responsibility for the
peace process,” adding it “strongly sup-
ports the ongoing Norwegian facilitated
process which should lead to a peaceful
solution of the conflict in the framework
of Sri Lanka’s territorial integrity.”

Sri Lanka’s Finance Minister, K.N,
Choksy, told journalsits after a two-day
meeting that the Government had im-
pressed upon donors that if people could
see the benefits of peace, the Govern-
ment’s hand in the peace process would
be strengthened. *”If people can reap the
peace dividend straightaway, there will be
that large psychological pressure on LTTE

and the dissenting factions to arrive at a
settlement,’” The forum had accepted the
government’s case, and as a result, aid to
the tune of $ 150 million that was lying to
the credit of Sri Lanka and had not been
utilised so far, would be immediately
pressed into service for development of
the north-east. Priority would be given to
the development of infrastructure such as
rebuilding roads, hospitals, schools and
community centres and services like wa-
ter supply, Mr. Choksy said.

® Ranil’s Visit to Delhi

NEW DELHI June 9. As the Sri
Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil Wickreme-
singhe, arrives here for consultations with

“the Indian leaders, there is a danger that

the Government might not measure up to
the new vision in Colombo for a transfor-
mation of bilateral relations, diplomatic
observers here say.

At the heart of the fresh approach that
Mr. Wickremesinghe brings to ties with
New Delhi is an agenda for an acceler-
ated economic integration between the two
countries. But is India ready? Besides
briefing the Indian Government on Co-
lombo’s efforts to end the tragic civil war
with the Tamil minority, he would be look-
ing for immediate action from New Delhi
that could radically restructure economic
relations between the two nations.

Mr. Wickremesinghe, who has made
bold to push the peace process in Sri
Lanka, will also communicate to the In-
dian political establishment his conviction
that the future growth of the island nation
is tied to the Indian economy.

Unlike the other neighbours of India,
who are either reluctant or embarrassed
about pursuing their own ‘enlightened
self-interest’ through cooperation with
New Delhi, Sri Lanka is pushing for eco-
nomic engagement with India through
unilateral action wherever it can.

He has taken the domestically risky
political decision to lease the oil tanks at
the Trincomalee port to Indian Oil Cor-
poration. He wants India and Sri Lanka to
fully develop the commercial potential of
the strategic port. India has promised to
respond within a month to a full range of
economic proposals, including greater
access to ports, more air links, and facili-
tation of bilateral trade in services. But
will the Indian response be positive?

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, diplomatic observers here say,
must impress upon the commerce and fi-
nance ministries, notorious for their tun-
nel vision, about the strategic imperative

(continued on next page)
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Federalism:

Dr Rohan Edirisinha

he evolution of Sri Lanka’s ethnic

conflict can be likened to a snowball

rolling down a hill. At the beginning
it is small, but as time passes, it develops
a momentum of its own, becomes larger
and more complex, absorbs other eleme-
nts, thereby making it more difficult to res-
pond to. Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict has
evolved from one based on questions of
representation, grievances based on discri-
mination and language to a demand for
decentralisation to autonomy to devolu-
tion.

More recently the focus has been on
Tamil aspirations including nationhood,
self-determination and confederation. The
response of Sri Lankan governments has
often been too little too late. If the Banda-
ranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact had been
implemented in 1957 we might have aver-
ted the bloody and traumatic civil war that
has plagued this country for many years.
The Draft Constitution of August 2000
might have actually constituted the basis
for a political solution to the conflict if it
were introduced in the early 1990s. Fur-
thermore every initiative that fails or is

(Continued from page 28)

of rapid economic integration with Sri
Lanka. Otherwise minor procedural issues
will hold back the unprecedented oppor-
tunity to reorder ties, they add. If Mr.
Vajpayee endorses Mr. Wickremesinghe’s
vision of Indo-Sri Lankan relations, it
could set the tone for similar arrangements
in future between New Delhi and its other
neighbours, they say.

During his two-day working visit to
the capital, the Sri Lankan Prime Minis-
ter will meet the entire spectrum of the
Indian leadership, including Mr. Vajpayee,
and his key Cabinet colleagues as well as
the President, K.R. Narayanan.

Colombo also hopes the tricky legal
issues relating to the leader of the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam, V. Prabakaran,
who is wanted in Indian courts in connec-
tion with the assassination of Rajiv Gan-
dhi, will be sorted out. The subject will
naturally come up in Mr. Wickremesin-
ghe’s talks with the leader of the Opposi-
tion, Sonia Gandhi, whose cooperation
would be crucial. 0

(By C. Raja Mohan, The Hindu)

reneged upon, every set of talks and ne-
gotiations that collapses, creates its own
dynamic of betrayal, distrust and suspi-
cion that makes the next venture or round
of talks that much more difficult. In terms
of process, the next round of serious ne-
gotiations will, therefore, have to contend
with the failed negotiations of 1994-5. In
terms of substance, the failure of the Thir-
teenth Amendment to the Constitution will
inevitably provoke a demand for cast-iron
guarantees to prevent central encroach-
ment on devolved powers in any future
package of constitutional proposals. It
seems likely that this will require moving
beyond the frontiers of a unitary state.

Attaching labels

One of the contentious issues that sur-
faced in the constitution reform project of
1995-2000 was the courageous decision
of the drafters to delete the provision/la-
bel in the constitution that Sri Lanka is a
unitary state. There are widespread mis-
conceptions about the terms ‘unitary” and
“federal’. The terms united and unitary are
often used interchangeably particularly in
the Sinhala language. Therefore, those
who advocate a departure from the uni-
tary model are perceived as advocates of
division and secession. The fact that the
campaign for federalism is identified so
closely with Tamil political demands also
exacerbates the problem. It is significant
to note that long before Tamil political
leaders advocated federalism, the young
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike in the 1920s and
the Kandyan Sinhalese representatives
before the Donoughmore Commission in
the late 1920s were advocates of a federal
Sri Lanka.

The decision to insert the unitary la-
bel into the First Republican Constitution
seems almost perverse in that it was a di-
rect affront to Tamil aspirations at the time.
The Tamil political leadership attempted
to address the Tamil people’s grievances
through the Bandaranaike-Chelvanaya-
kam and Senanayake-Chelvanayakam
Pacts of which included substantial devo-
lution of power. The Federal Party, the
main Tamil party at the time, campaigned
at the 1970 general election on a platform
of federalism. Its manifesto declared, The
Tamil-speaking people of Ceylon also
believe that the Federal-type of Constitu-

tion that would enable them to look after
their own affairs alone would safeguard
them from total extinction. Only under
such a Constitution could the Tamil-speak-
ing people of this country live in dignity
and with our birthright to independence
as equals with our Sinhala brethren. Sig-
nificantly the manifesto included a cat-
egorical assertion against separation. It is
our firm conviction that division of the
country in any form would be beneficial
neither to the country nor the Tamil-speak-
ing people. Hence we appeal to the Tamil-
speaking people not to lend their support
to any political movement that advocates
the bifurcation of the country.

There was no overwhelming need to
introduce the unitary label. The Soulbury
Constitution contained no label, which is
the practice in most constitutions in the
democratic world, as will be demonstrated
later. It amounted to a slap in the face of
the Tamil political leadership. To make
matters worse, it was introduced as Basic
Resolution No. 2, very early in the pro-
ceedings of the Constituent Assembly.
Basic Resolution No. 2 was introduced by
Dr. Colvin R. de Silva who stated that
“from the time that we can remember” Sri
Lanka had been a unitary state. He de-
fended the introduction of the unitary la-
bel on the grounds that it was essential
for the well-being of the country as a
whole.

The main criticism of the proposal was
made by V. Dharmalingam, MP for Udu-
vil. He highlighted the importance of a
constitution being an agreement among
the people of the country and warned
against the Sinhala people imposing a con-
stitution on the Tamil people. He then pre-
sented the classic defence of a federal con-
stitution; that it was more appropriate for
amulti-ethnic, plural society. Dharmalin-
gam argued that the Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Kachchi wanted the establishment of a
federal state in Ceylon, not to divide
Ceylon, but to achieve unity in diversity.
He predicted that ultimately Ceylon will
have to be a federal state.

The unitary postulate was reinforced
by Section 45 (1) of the Constitution
which stated that: ‘The National State
Assembly may not abdicate, delegate or
in any manner alienate its legislative
power, nor may it set up an authority with
any legislative power other than the power
to make subordinate laws.’

It is important to understand what
these terms, unitary and federal mean.
Definition is not easy as the term embrace
a spectrum of meaning. However, an at-
tempt can be made to understand the ba-
sic ideas involved, the essence of the two
terms.
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Unitary form of government

A unitary form of government is one
in which all legislative and executive au-
thority is vested in a single legislature and
a single government. It has also been de-
scribed as one in which the habitual exer-
cise of supreme legislative authority is
carried out by one central power. The sin-
gle, central law making authority may, if
it so desires, delegate

powers to subsidiary, subordinate bod-
ies. If this is done it is done from the pleni-
tude of its own powers. Since the central
law making authority gives powers to the
subsidiary bodies, it can also withdraw,
curtail or change these powers unilater-
ally. As C. F. Strong has observed in
‘Modern Political Constitutions’, it does
not mean the absence of subsidiary law-
making bodies, but it does mean that they
exist and can be abolished at the discre-
tion of the central authority.

Federal form of government

A system for decision-making is fed-
eralist if it is an entity composed of
territorially defined groups, each of which
enjoys relatively high autonomy and
which together, participate in an ordered
and permanent way in the formation of
the central entity’s will. Max Frenkel’s
definition cited above highlights the im-
portance of several key features of a fed-
eral form of government: autonomy; a di-
vision of powers between the centre and
provinces/regions/states; the supremacy of
the Constitution (for the ordered way) and
provincial/regional representation at the
centre. There are several characteristics
which can be identified as the basic fea-
tures of a federal form of government.
Ronald Watts, Professor of Politics at
Queen’s University, Canada, has surveyed
several scholarly writings on Federation
and identified the following attributes as
the basic features of federalism:

1. Two orders of government each
acting directly on their citizens, a formal
distribution of legislative and executive
authority and allocation of revenue re-
sources between the two orders of gov-
ernment, including some areas of au-
tonomy for each order; in short, a clear
cut division of powers;

2. Provision for the representation of
regional views within the federal (central)
policy making institutions; this could be
in the form of provinces/regions electing
a certain number of members to a second
chamber of Parliament.

3. A written supreme constitution not
unilaterally amendable and requiring the
consent of all or a majority of the con-
stituent units; since a federal constitution
is deemed to be a compact or covenant

between the centre and the regions/prov-
inces, amendments require the consent of
both.

4. An umpire to rule on disputes be-
tween the centre and the provinces/re-
gions; the umpire is invariably the judici-

5. Processes to facilitate relations be-
tween the centre and the provinces/regions
where responsibilities are shared.

These five essential features of a fed-
eral form of government ensure that there
is substantial devolution of power to pro-
vincial/regional units and that such de-
volved power cannot be undermined or
unilaterally reduced or abolished.

13 Amendment to Constitution

The main deficiencies of the Thir-
teenth Amendment to the Constitution are:

(a) Provincial Councils do not have
complete control over any subject what-
soever;

(b) The Provinces have no political
influence at the centre;

(c) Partly due to (b) above, the centre
has taken devolved political powers back
to the centre;

(d) The Constitution of Sri Lanka is
not supreme. There can be (and indeed
there are) numerous laws which violate
the Constitution, including constitutional
provisions on devolution of power.

(e) Provincial Councils can be abol-
ished, or their powers curtailed, by the

~ central parliament acting unilaterally.

The way to overcome the glaring de-
ficiencies in the present Provincial Coun-
cil system is to introduce a scheme of
devolution of power which includes the
five features described above as the es-
sence of Federalism. Substantial devolu-
tion of power which is secure, guaranteed,
which provides for a remedy in situations
where such powers are exceeded or un-
dermined, and which ensure that provin-
cial/regional interests are represented at
the centre and that the centre and prov-
inces/regions do not have an adversarial
relationship with each other, requires the

" incorporation of these basic features of

federalism.

After the failure of the Thirteenth
Amendment, it is totally unreasonable to
expect the minority parties to accept a

system of devolution given to devolved -

units by Parliament and not by the consti-
tution, a system of devolution that can be
unilaterally withdrawn by a Parliament
which does not even include a second
chamber to represent regional concerns.
Those who want the constitution to retain
the unitary label must realise the practical
implications of what they advocate.
They should also remember that the unity

of the country was perhaps best protected
when the constitution did not expressly
provide for a unitary form of government
and that paradoxically the seeds for a sepa-
ratist movement were sown soon after the
introduction of the 1972 Constitution
which expressly declared that Sri Lanka
is a unitary state.

Opponents of federalism must explain
why they are so opposed to the concept of
Federalism. What is so objectionable in
the five features outlined above? Or have
they created their own definition of the
term, a strawman, which they then pro-
ceed to attack?

Under a federal system, sovereignty
vests in the people. The people’s sover-
eignty is exercised by Parliament and by
regional/provincial councils. Under a fed-
eral form of government, Parliament can
be given wide, sweeping powers to re-
spond in situations which pose a threat to
the unity, sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of the country.

Parliament does not have to be sover-
eign. The sovereignty of Parliament is an
obsolete British constitutional doctrine
which has been incorporated in a handful
of countries and today rejected in most of
them, including the

country of its origin! It is somewhat
quaint that the Sinhala nationalist forces
are so besotted by this British doctrine,
which, incidentally, was not a feature of
our constitutional jurisprudence either
from 1948-1972 or from 1978 to date. In_
Sri Lanka the doctrine of parliamentary
sovereignty existed, and that too by im-
plication, only between 1972 and 1978.

Myth about Federalism

Another myth about federalism is that
a federal form of government is always
established by previously independent or
sovereign states coming together to con-
stitute a new state. This myth, coupled
with the provision that Sri Lanka shall be
a Union of Regions has unfortunately cre-
ated the impression that under the Legal
Draft of January 1996 or the Draft Con-
stitution of 2000, Sri Lanka will be divided
into quasi-independent regions which will
thereafter enter into a federal arrangement.
There is thereforé an implicit division of
the country or at least an implied recogni-
tion of independent regions.

Constitutional scholars recognise that
there are two methods by which a federal
form of government may be established.
The more common method known as in-
tegrative federalism is where previously
independent states integrate to form a new
political entity. The second method known
as devolutionary federalism is where a
country with a previously unitary form of
government opts to change to a federal
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system. As Patrick Peeters of the Univer-
sity of Leuven, Belgium, has explained,
integrative federalism refers to a consti-
tutional order that strives at unity in di-
versity among previously independent or
confederally related component entities.
Devolutionary federalism, on the contrary,
refers to a constitutional order that redis-
tributes the powers of a previously uni-
tary state among its component entities;
these entities obtain an autonomous sta-
tus within their fields of responsibility. The
principal goal is to organise diversity
within unity.

Belgium, Spain and Nigeria are ex-
amples of countries which have adopted
Devolutionary federalism and moved from
unitary to federal forms of government.
The South African Constitution of 1996
has moved in that direction too.

The argument that Sri Lanka has to
be first divided into autonomous regions
which then amalgamate in order to adopt
a federal form of government is therefore
incorrect. The problem, however, is that
there is an erroneous perception that this
has to be done. Therefore the phrase “un-
ion of regions™ has created as many prob-
lems as the term “federal” might have
done. The preamble to the Australian Con-
stitution describes the federation as “in-
dissoluble”. After the American Civil War,
the Supreme Court declared that. “The
constitution, in all its provisions, looks to
an indestructible union composed of in-
destructible states”.

While the Canadian Constitution like
the American, is silent on the issue of se-
cession, constitutional scholars are in gen-
eral agreement that unilateral secession of
a province would not be constitutionally
valid. This position has been confirmed
by the Canadian Supreme Court in its de-
termination on the “Reference on the Se-
cession of Quebec”.

The constitutions of some former
communist countries in Central and East-
ern Europe which had a nominal commit-
ment to a federal form of government, did
contain a nominal commitment to the right
to secede. Federal constitutions may or
may not include the right of a state to se-
cede. Delegation of power from either the
centre to the states or the states to the cen-
tre, is incompatible with basic principles
of federalism. Federal forms of govern-
ment require power sharing which cannot
be amended or withdrawn unilaterally; in
short, power sharing with greater securty
and guarantees. From the discussion above
it is clear that:

() A State with a unitary form of gov-
ernment can through the introduction of
devolution of power change to a state with
a federal form of government.

b) Though the draft constitution of
August 2000 abandoned the label “uni-
tary”, it did not introduce a federal form
of government as a number of basic fed-
eral features have not been incorporated

in the document.

The issues of federalism and devolu-
tion of power featured prominently in the
South African constitutional debate which
preceded the adoption of the Final Con-
stitution in May 1996. Like in Sri Lanka,
federalism was a dirty word”, but for dif-
ferent reasons.

Lessons from South Africa

The African National Congress was
concerned that the advent of democracy
in South Africa should not merely include
the capture of a formal, nominal kind of
power. It believed that the power should
be real and substantial, and include the
power to transform society by effecting
radical change. Since Federalism entails
the division of power and the granting of
autonomy to provinces, the ANC felt that
a federal form of government would im-
pose unacceptable limits on the central
government thereby preventing the adop-
tion of measures to erase the legacy of
years of apartheid.

The Nationalist Party of F.W. de
Klerk, the Inkatha Freedom Party of
Mangosuthu Buthelezi and the liberal,
Democratic Party lobbied strongly in fa-
vour of a federal form of government.
The final version of the constitution, due
to steadfast ANC opposition, rejects Fed-
eralism, but introduces substantial devo-
lution of power which includes more fed-
eral features than the Sri Lankan legal draft
on devolution.

The constitution does not refer to ei-
ther of the labels, federal or unitary. It does
provide, however, for a clear division of
powers between the centre and the prov-
inces. The supremacy of the constitution
is unequivocally recognised as a basic
value of the document. All law and con-
duct inconsistent with it is void.

The principle of cooperative govern-
ment is recognised in the constitution and
several mechanisms to facilitate such co-
operation have been introduced. Provinces
have the power to adopt their own Pro-
vincial constitutions as well.

Provincial representation at the cen-
tre is guaranteed by a national council of
provinces which provides for the 9 prov-
inces to be represented in the bi-cameral
central Parliament, and for the provinces
to be consulted before constitutional
amendments are introduced.

The national council of provinces con-
sists of 10 member delegations from each
of the 9 provinces, led by the provincial
premier (chief minister). Each 10 mem-
ber delegation consists of 6 permanent
delegates nominated by the political par-
ties in the relevant provincial legislature
and 4 floating delegates who shall be se-
lected by the provincial legislature de-
pending on the subject/legislation under
consideration in the national council of
provinces. Each provincial delegation is
entitled to one vote. Therefore the 10

members delegation will have to reach
consensus on any issue in the Council.

The myth about labels

Another myth promoted by the oppo-
nents of the provisions of devolution in
the Draft Constitution is that a constitu-
tion must bear either the label “unitary”
or “federal” and that most countries bear
the unitary label. This is completely false.
Many countries which have unitary and
federal forms of government do not refer
to these words in their constitutions. Sri
Lanka did not have either label until 1972.

The following countries do not use
either label: South Africa, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, Brunei, the People’s
Republic of China, the Republic of Ko-
rea, Japan, France, the United Kingdom,
Italy, Norway, Spain, India, Nepal, the
United States of America.

The Indonesian Constitution contains
a provision that the “state shall be unitar-
ian”. Australia, Belgium, Germany, Swit-
zerland, Canada, Pakistan, Russia and
Malaysia have provisions in their consti-
tutions which refer to the words “federal”
or “federation”. It is clear, therefore, that
labels are not necessary.

Most countries do not use either label
in their constitutions. What is more im-
portant is the nature of the State and the
extent of the autonomy and powers de-
volved to the units.

In the Sri Lankan context, the dele-
tion of the unitary label does not neces-
sarily mean that the constitution is con-
verted automatically into a federal con-
stitution. The insertion of a federal label
does not necessarily mean that the consti-
tution is ipso facto federal. Labels do not
matter; division of power does.

Whether a country is unitary or fed-
eral depends on how power is divided or
shared. The need for a new initiative Sri
Lanka’s ethnic conflict has evolved and
snowballed into a complex political chal-
lenge that requires an imaginative and
creative solution. A political solution must
include fundamental constitutional reform.
This, in turn, should include the adoption
of a federal constitution. This need not
require the insertion of a federal label, but
should include the basic features of fed-
eralism described above.

A federal constitution recognises unity
in diversity, pluralism and autonomy
within a framework of a united country. It
also avoids a concentration of power in a
single political institution, thereby acting
as a check on authoritarianism.

While it is obviously a more complex
system of government, it may, in the Sri
Lankan context, if it is not too little too
late, offer the only basis for a political
solution to the ethnic conflict; a solution
based on justice, peace and dignity. O

(The writer is Director of the Centre
for Policy Alternatives, Colombo)
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THE PEACE PROCESS

Confronting the Issues

Dr. Jehan Perera

he saving of lives alone in the past

five months of ceasefire would

amount to about 1500 lives, given
an average death toll of 10 per day. The
fear of sudden bomb blasts does not dis-
rupt day-to-day life. But with the passage
of time the benefits of peace appear to be
slipping out of the public debate and the
focus of both political and media atten-
tion has been the shortcomings in the
peace process. A commonly voiced com-
plaint is that the government is giving in
to the LTTE without getting back any-
thing in return. There is a feeling that the
LTTE is getting the better part of the deal.
The question at the bottom line is whether
the country is prepared for a return to war
as the price for extracting more conces-
sions from the LTTE than the government
has so far.

Certainly there are also major prob-
lems that persist and have even got ag-
gravated in this time of ceasefire. For in-
stance, the international monitors have
issued a ruling critical of the LTTE’s re-
fusal to open the A-9 highway to Jaffna
to uninterrupted passenger traffic. Human
rights organisations have challenged the
main actors in the peace process for not
doing enough to put a halt to continuing
human rights abuses, including the re-
cruitment of children by the LTTE. Fur-
ther there has been the failure of the in-
ternational monitors to give advance no-
tice of the movements of the LTTE and
Sri Lankan armed forces. These are all
matters that can threaten the long term
sustainability of the ceasefire.

One-sided Focus

On the other hand, the benefits of the
ceasefire are being taken more or less for
granted, and even being dismissed as
unworthy, However, one of the most im-
portant benefits is that the polarisation
that was growing between the ethnic
communities has been halted. In addition,
thanks to the ceasefire agreement, most
roads in the north and east have been
opened to passenger traffic and the mar-
kets are beginning to function. The eco-

nomic embargo that reduced the LTTE
controlled Wanni to a low level of sub-
sistence has been lifted and the people
there are able to enjoy some of the fruits
of modern life.

It is worth noting that the increasingly
one-sided focus on the shortcomings of
the ceasefire coincide with significant
domestic and international political de-
velopments. The high degree of
politicisation in Sri Lanka ensures that
considerations of party politics enter into
every nook and cranny, be it in the me-
dia or civic organisations. The inability
or unwillingness of the government to get
the mainstream opposition on board the
peace process is a major impediment. It
leads those pro-opposition sections which
might otherwise be supportive of the
peace process tol find reasons to oppose
it on behalf of their political party.

Up to the present time the govern-
ment’s strategy appears to be one of get-
ting its own way in Parliament by push-
ing through the 18th Amendment. But
now there are signs emerging that the pas-
sage of this constitutional amendment is
not a certainty with minority parties such
as the SLMC and CWC hesitant to give
it their backing. A concern of the small
parties is that the provision for MPs to
cross-over would enable the larger par-
ties to woo their parliamentarians away
from them at a future time. Further, even
if the requisite numbers of defectors can
be found from the ranks of the opposi-
tion, this by itself will not stop the oppo-
sition from sharpening its campaign
against the ceasefire agreement. It can
therefore be anticipated that sections of
the media and civil society that are pro-
opposition will continue their aggressive
campaign to discredit a peace process that
is being taken forward by a government
formed by a rival political party.

Need for Opposition Support

It is said that “more haste, less speed.”
It might seem to be easier and faster for
the government to take decisions regard-
ing the peace process by itself without

having to get the concurrence or partici-
pation of the opposition. However, de-
ciding is one thing, being able to imple-
ment the decisions taken is another. It will
be easier for the government to be able
to implement the decisions taken regard-
ing the peace process if it has the biparti-
san cooperation of the opposition. For
instance, it can be expected that decisions
taken by the government unilaterally vis-
a-vis the setting up of an interim admin-
istration will be more contested if they
are taken unilaterally than with the par-
ticipation of the opposition.

Obtaining the cooperation of the op-
position in the peace process may not be
as difficult as anticipated by the govern-
ment. It must not be forgotten that the
former PA government took strenuous
efforts to convince the people about the
need for a political settlement of the eth-
nic conflict. PA stalwarts like Mangala
Samaraweera and Dilan Perera frontally
confronted nationalist sections of the
Sinhalese population who opposed the
devolution package the PA government
put forward as the base of its solution to
the ethnic conflict. They were vilified and
even cursed by their opponents which in-
cluded religious prelates. But undeterred
the PA government launched massive
propaganda campaigns to promote con-
stitutional reform that sought to abolish
the unitary constitution and take the pol-
ity in the direction of a more suitable fed-
eral one.

It appears that the main reason for the
opposition’s refusal to cooperate with the
government is its sense of political griev-
ance rather than a fundamental antipathy
towards the peace process. This becomes
clearer in statements by leading members
of the opposition, such as Anura Ban-
daranaike, who complain bitterly about
the governmental harassment of opposi-
tion members. Certainly the ongoing in-
vestigation into Mangala Samaraweera’s
alleged misuse of a credit card and Dilan
Perera’s alleged*misuse of state vehicles
for election purposes smacks of politi-
cally motivated harassment. This is tragic
because these two opposition politicians
are amongst the most liberal and progres-
sive parliamentarians, especially when it
concerns meeting the just aspirations of
the Tamils and other minority communi-
ties. It is also tragic that politics in Sri
Lanka is such that they will put their par-
ty’s good before the national interest and
continue to turn the vicious cycle.
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Need for Bipartisan Approach

The other major political grievance
of the opposition appears to be the gov-
ernmental effort to marginalise President
Chandrika Kumaratunga from the gov-
ernance of the country. It was evident in
her interview recent on CNN that the
President repeatedly insisted that she was
apart of the government and was its head,
even though it is composed of members
of a rival political party. In the recent
speech she delivered at the United Na-
tions last on the rights and problems of
children in the world, the President took
care not to criticise the peace process or
even attack the LTTE. She made just one
reference to the problem of child soldiers.

As a popularly elected President who
has not even completed half of her term
of office, President Kumaratunga is theo-
retically entitled to share power with the
UNP government and have it reflected in
practice. The President appears to be get-
ting important international backing for
her position. In particular, the President’s
recent visit to India and the welcome she
received suggests that the Indian govern-
ment would like her to play a more
participative role in the governance of the
country. This Indian expectation becomes
more relevant in the light of the govern-
ment’s announcement that the Indians are
offering some form of technical assist-
ance to Sri Lanka in the fashioning of the
political arrangements pertaining to the
peace process, such as the interim admin-
istration for the north and east.

It is entirely plausible that the immi-
nent appointment of an interim adminis-
tration for the north and east headed by
the LTTE is causing concern to the In-
dian authorities. It is reasonable to be-
lieve that India will be concerned about
the demonstration effect that an interim
arrangement in Sri Lanka might have on
Indian separatist groups. Further they
may be concerned that the government
headed by Ranil Wickremesinghe will be
less inclined to resist LTTE demands for
a maximum of autonomy. An Indian con-
cern might be that Sri Lanka should not
offer its Tamil separatists a degree of au-
tonomy that far exceeds anything that
India is prepared to give its own Sates
within the Indian union. In this regard,
ensuring that President Kumaratunga gets
back to the centre stage as a co-partner
in the peace process who will be more
prepared to strike a harder bargain with
the LTTE may seem to be an attractive

option.

Certainly the main credit for the rapid
progress of the peace process in the past
five months needs to go to Prime Minis-
ter Ranil Wickremesinghe and the UNP
government. But the prospects of sustain-
ing the peace process in the longer term,
especially amongst the Sinhalese popu-
lation, will be tremendously boosted with
the participation of President
Kumaratunga and the PA opposition. A
government-opposition memorandum of
understanding that provides both sides
with mutual guarantees is inescapably
necessary if the peace process is to suc-
ceed in the longer term. A bipartisan ap-
proach would not only help to unify the
negotiating position of the mainstream
polity and provide a sense of security to
the Sinhalese population; it would also
help to get the partisan political and me-
dia critics of the peace process on board.

Pressures on the PM

The centre stage of public attention
over the past several weeks has been the
deficiencies of the ceasefire agreement
and the violations taking place despite
and because of it. These have included
media reports of arms smuggling, near
clashes at sea, forcible recruitment of
child soldiers and extortion by the LTTE.
On the other side, the LTTE have been
protesting that the armed forces continue
to remain in schools and other public in-
stitutions. One of the motives in high-
lighting the LTTE’s violations would be
to set up countervailing pressures that
would put a stop to such violations and
to induce the government to take a
tougher stance vis-a-vis the LTTE. A se-
ries of statements made recently by Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe suggest
that these pressures are beginning to take
their toll on him.

He has made some promises that he
will find hard to keep if he is to keep the
peace process with the LTTE on track.
These statements by the Prime Minister
could have the effect of publicly staking
out the government’s position at future
negotiations with the LTTE. They relate
to the substantive political issues that
would more fittingly be dealt with at the
negotiating table than through the mass
media. Three such Prime Ministerial
statements are that government will not
accept the concept of Tamil homelands;
that the government will not set up an
interim administration for the north-east

without the approval of the people; and
that the government will advocate that the
international bans placed on the LTTE
should be continued. Each of the three
issues dealt with unilaterally by the Prime
Minister is of great importance to the
LTTE.

At a time when the peace process is
getting itself built up to become a nego-
tiation process, it might have been better
for the government to discuss such posi-
tions with the LTTE. The value of nego-
tiations is that they often permit mutu-
ally acceptable formulations to be arrived
at, even in highly contentious situations.
Possible reformulations of the homelands
concept could be to designate the north
and east as areas of traditional habitation
or historical habitation of the Tamil peo-
ple or a variant on the lines as already
exists in the 13th Amendment to the Con-
stitution. It could specifically address the
fears of the Tamil people of Sinhalese
colonisation and address the Sinhalese
(and Muslim) fears that the homeland
would give special privileges to Tamils.
It is also possible that when the Prime
Minister spoke of the interim adminis-
tration being approved by the people, that
it means the approval of Parliament,
where the people’s representatives will
give it their assent.

The question is why the Prime Min-
ister felt he needed to make public state-
ments on these contentious issues at this
time. Nevertheless, it is significant that
the LTTE has not responded publicly to
the Prime Minister’s statements or con-
tradicted him. While they use various
channels of communication to get across
their side of the picture, it is also notice-
able that the leadership on both sides has
not publicly questioned the bona fides of
the other side. It is possible that the LTTE
leadership is aware of the politics of the
south, and realises that Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe has to protect his
political base among the Sinhalese ma-
jority. The LTTE may believe that the
Prime Minister is directing the statements
not at them but at his party’s voter base.
If so, the LTTE is displaying a commend-
able degree of political maturity.

People’s view

Accompanying the ceasefire agree-
ment is an ongoing attempt to erode the
confidence of the Sinhalese people in the
peace process not only by sections of the
media but also by the combining of op-
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position parties who are finding fault with
the ceasefire agreement. However, field
investigations at the village level reveal
little or no visible opposition to the on-
going peace process. Instead it reveals
that the people are quite aware of the fu-
tility of war and do not want it to resume.
In the village of Danture in the Kandy
district, for instance, a soldier on leave
said he fully supported the peace process
and so did his colleagues in the army. His
views reflected the general trend. After
19 years of war, and promises of mili-
tary victory, people no longer believe that
a return to the path of war is a positive
one. Observations that the Sinhalese ma-
jority is supportive of the peace process
are often made only at an individual level.
They are not reflected at the larger macro
level. At the macro level what is evident
is the criticism of the peace process by
sections of the media and opposition po-
litical parties. This imbalance between
publicly expressed opposition to the
peace process and privately expressed
support for it may be putting the govern-
ment under pressure. A consequence of
such pressure may be Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe’s strong public

statements that would be better reserved
for the negotiating table. There are two
categories who are opposed to the present
ceasefire agreement. One is a relatively
small group of die hard nationalists who
believe that a military solution should be
pursued against the LTTE, and that no
negotiations should take place with them.
The second category consists of support-
ers of the opposition parties, who will
support their party line, whichever way
it may turn.

Thus, PA supporters who once were
in favour of the devolution package
would today be registering their disagree-
ment with the ceasefire agreement for the
reason that their party leadership appears
to be taking that stand. But their stand
either for or against the peace process is
a politically motivated one, that could
change when their party decides to
change its stance.

Civic engagement

The missing dimension in the present
peace process is the lack of involvement
of those organised sectors of civil soci-
ety that could potentially mobilise large
numbers of people to give visible expres-

sion to their support of the peace proc-
ess. An example would be the Sarvodaya
Movement, which mobilised hundreds
and thousands of people in support of
peace. But the movement has received
little or no recognition from either the
government or the LTTE for its contri-
bution to strengthening the foundation of
the peace process.

Certainly the LTTE’s reluctance to
encourage civil society activism on be-
half of the peace process may stem from
its unfamiliarity in dealing with social
institutions in a non-military way. In
seeking to claim the mantle of sole rep-
resentative of the Tamil people the LTTE
has been unable to encourage independ-
ent civic activism, which is what organi-
sations like Sarvodaya aim to do. But a
democratic government should have no
similar inhibitions. While the government
is not trying to control civic organisations
in any way, it needs to do more than al-
low them to do their own thing. The gov-
ernment needs to consciously give civil
society a more prominent place in the on-
going peace process. Peace is more than
an end to the fighting and destruction of
war. It also involves people understand-
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ing and supporting what is happening and
feeling that they are contributing to the
birth of a new society. However, the man-
ner in which the government is proceed-
ing with the peace process suggests that
its conception of peace is a minimalistic
one of striking a no-war pact with the
LTTE. Perhaps the government hopes that
the reintegration and reinvigoration of a
divided society will take place through
the opening of markets and roads. This
is not enough. The government needs to
do more to bring civil society into the
picture and encourage the media to re-
flect their aspiration for peace.

Victory at Local Elections

The overwhelming victory by the
government at the local government elec-
tions on May 20 was another public vin-
dication of the ongoing peace process.
This was the second time that the voting
public gave its vote of confidence to the
new government that was elected in De-
cember 2001. The first round of local
government elections two months ago in
March saw the ruling party win 217 out
of 222 local government bodies. The sec-
ond round in May has seen the UNP make
a clean sweep of all 17 local government
bodies at stake, including Colombo with
an unprecedented majority.

Opponents of the peace process might
claim that the government’s mandate is
not only for peace or even primarily for
peace. They would point to other issues
such as the reviving of the economy.
There was also violence unleashed on the
opposition by government politicians in
search of victory. But none of these ad-
ditional factors can detract from the wide-
spread public support for the peace proc-
ess. The opposition will need to take pub-
lic opinion into account if it is to redeem
itself in the future. The people want the
peace process to continue and that is their
first priority.

Most certainly the government’s
string of victories cannot be attributed to
its economic performance. The past six
months have seen no economic miracles.
The cost of living has continued to rise.
There has been no significant increases
in either foreign aid or foreign invest-
ment. Similarly, the government’s victo-
ries cannot be attributed to electoral mal-
practices. In Colombo city, the elections
were as free and fair as they could be,
and yet the opposition performed ex-
tremely poorly.

Preliminary observations of a social
survey being carried out by the National
Peace Council in collaboration with Prof.
Yoshiko Ashiwa of Hitotsubashi Univer-
sity, Japan, confirm the interpretation that
people at the grassroots level are strongly
in support of the ongoing peace process.
The data obtained by means of field in-
terviews in the Kandy and Matara dis-
tricts show that the people at different
levels of society are united in the view
that the ceasefire agreement must be con-
tinued. Being located in the centre of the
country and in the extreme south respec-
tively, Kandy and Matara provide a snap-
shot of Sinhalese sentiment pertaining to
the ethnic conflict.

Popular Support for Ceasefire

A small sampling of the views ob-
tained is provided below. Most of those
interviewed were very supportive of the
ceasefire. Buddhist monk, Masmulla,
Matara: “The people bless the Prime
Minister who has brought peace. Many
of our children went to war and died. Now
they can live.” School teacher, Puss-
elawa, Kandy: “1 do not talk about poli-
tics in my village. All I know is that my
family is happy with the ceasefire.”
Farmer cum astrologer, Kirinde, Mata-
ra: “How many tears of parents of sol-
diers would have been saved by this
ceasefire. The leadership of the govern-
ment will have more patriotism than us.
They will not permit the country to be
divided.” Mother of dead soldier, Kam-
burupitiya, Matara: “The war should be
stopped so that more children will not die.
The mothers of dead LTTE cadre must
also be suffering. Any mother would suf-
fer the loss of their children.”

Others interviewed appreciated the
strategic advantages that the ceasefire
brought. Soldier on leave, Walgampaya,
Kandy: “My colleagues in the army are
not against the ceasefire. How could they
be? This ceasefire is good because it gets
the people of the north-east out of their
cocoon. Otherwise the LTTE was keep-
ing them confined.” Woman student,
Ullala, Matar: “I like the ceasefire. My
friend who is a woman officer in the army
in Jaffna also likes it. We want the LTTE
to enter the democratic mainstream. But
I don’t like devolution.” School teacher,
Puhulwella, Matara: “People feel more
secure that the ceasefire will last because
of American involvement.”

Even those who were not enthusias-

tic about the ceasefire could not bring
themselves to oppose it. Mother of dead
soldier. Walgampaya, Kandy: *f what
the Norwegian facilitators are doing is
good for the country we will not be
against it. If it is bad we will not be for
it.” Opposition local politician, Kam-
burupitiya, Matara: “This ceasefire is
better than the previous one because of
Norwegian involvement. They don’t
seem to be neutral, but it is good to have
them, as they prevent clashes from wors-
ening.” Wage labourer with in-laws in
the east, Lalpe, Matara: “The Sinhalese
people in the east are afraid that if the
ceasefire ends they will be killed. The
ceasefire has been advantageous to the
LTTE who can now show the world that
the north-east is theirs.”

Apart from supplementing the evi-
dence that the vast majority of people are
supportive of the present peace process,
three other observations flow out of the
research conducted so far. The first is the
general absence of overt anger or hatred
against the Tamil people or even the
LTTE. There appeared to be an acknowl-
edgement of another group (or nation) of
people who had their own cause and their
own valid reasons for fighting, dying and
killing. There would surely be private
pain, suffering and anger of those who
had lost their loved ones due to the war,
but this was a private matter. There was
no evidence of community-based anger
or hatred towards the other.

The second observation was that the
people interviewed were by and large
very well informed about political affairs
in Colombo. They knew, for instance, of
President Chandrika Kumaratunga’s for-
ays abroad where she had spoken in fa-
vour of the peace process, and the con-
trasting words and behaviour in Sri
Lanka. They were also aware of the is-
sues surrounding the proposed 18th
Amendment to the constitution, espe-
cially its main objective of curtailing the
Presidential power to unilaterally dis-
solve Parliament after a year. It was evi-
dent that the mass media, in particular
radio and television had the capacity of
penetrating into the farthest reaches of the
country, taking the debates in the capital
to the countryside.

The third observation is that where
the debate in the capital was itself weak
or non-existent, the people elsewhere
would be equally in the dark. This was
the case with issues pertaining to the shar-
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ing of power and the form of the possi-
ble political solution in a multi-religious
and bi-national society where Sinhala
nationalism has been confronting Tamil
nationalism for the past five decades.
These are issues that are not systemati-
cally or rigorously discussed either in the
mass media or even academia in the capi-
tal. It is therefore inevitable that the peo-
ple at the grassroots should also be not
conversant with those issues. However,
at the present time, what is necessary is
that the people should understand the
need for the ceasefire agreement to con-
tinue. It is only at a subsequent stage that
the issues pertaining to power sharing
will become important for people to un-
derstand. Civil society organisations have
to take the lead in this controversial edu-
cational process. It is unrealistic to ex-
pect the government to take this challenge
at a time when it has to take up the greater
challenge to keeping the LTTE in the
peace process. Given the strongly posi-
tive sentiments of the people the govern-
ment is well positioned to take the deci-
sive steps necessary to take the peace
process forward.

Lifting the Ban

For its part, the LTTE has done much
to make it easier for the government to
take the decisive next steps, the most im-
portant of which is the lifting of the ban
on the LTTE. First of all, by consenting
to the ceasefire, the LTTE gave up its most
potent weapon, which is its unparalleled
ability to wage war. Those who claim that
the government is constantly giving in to
the LTTE without getting anything in re-
turn need to reflect on this point. The
LTTE, as a military organisation, has also
given up a lot, and entered into an arena
of politics that it is not its arena of
strength. This point was brought out by a
retired school teacher in Ovitigama,
Matara who said that, “Mr Prabakaran’s
media conference was reassuring to many
Sinhalese. They said that he may be good
at war, but not at politics.”

Recently the LTTE made another im-
portant concession to the government,
when its political head, Mr Tamilchelvan
met with the head of the government’s
Peace Secretariat Mr Bernard Gunatilleke
in the LTTE-controlled Wanni to discuss
issues pertaining to the non-implemen-

tation of the ceasefire agreement. The
LTTE had been taking the position that
the non-implementation of certain aspects
of the ceasefire agreement was going to
delay the start of direct negotiations in
Bangkok with the government. But in
agreeing to talks with even a non-minis-
terial government delegation the LTTE
appears to have compromised signifi-
cantly on its earlier insistence that the
government’s ban on it should be lifted
prior to any direct talks with it.

If the results of the local government
elections and surveys of public opinion
are to be believed, there is unlikely to be
any substantial mass-based opposition
from the people at the grassroots level.
Accordingly with the spirit of compro-
mise taking pride of place, the time ap-
pears to be ripe for the two sides to pub-
licly announce the dates for peace talks
to begin in Bangkok and for the govern-
ment to lift the ban on the LTTE.

Today the LTTE’s insistence that the
ban on it should be lifted prior to peace
talks has become more compelling. This
is so especially following its indirect
mandate from the majority of Tamil peo-
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ple to be their representative at the nego-
tiating table at the last general election,
and the acceptance by most Tamil politi-
cal parties of this position. At a time when
there are no significant obstacles from the
level of the people to the forward move-
ment of the peace process, it would be
unconscionable that legal (and partisan
political) obstacles should block the way
to peace.

From a comparative international per-
spective, getting a successful guerilla
movement away from the battlefield and
to the negotiating table is a rare occur-
rence. With the ceasefire the war has been
stopped, but a lasting peace has yet to
come. Getting the LTTE to commit itself
to political negotiations and to a date at
which it will sit with the government to
talk about an interim political solution
will help to consolidate the foundations
of peace in Sri Lanka. .

A Highway of Peace

For a two and half year period dur-
ing 1997-99 the former government tried
to re-open the A-9 highway that connects
the last government held town of
Vavuniya in the south with the city of
Jaffna in the north. The military opera-
tion conducted under the name of
Jayasikuru was one of the longest mili-
tary offensives in modern history. Despite
periodic announcements by government
leaders that a percentage of the military
operation had been successfully con-
cluded, going upto 96 percent by mid-
1998, the end came unexpectedly. In a
matter of five days at the close of 1999
the LTTE re-took virtually the whole of
the territory secured at great cost by the
Sri Lankan army. In addition, they
launched a counter-offensive that took
them to the very outskirts of Jaffna.

During the years of operation
Jayasikuru the A-9 highway came to be
known as the “highway of death”. The
signs of distraction are there to be seen
everywhere on the road - in the burnt out
hulks of military vehicles, in rusty barbed
wire that once secured military camps,
in the gutted and shell pocked buildings
of people, schools and commercial estab-
lishments and in the stumps of thousands
of coconut and palmyrah palms whose
crowns were shorn of by artillery shells.

The re-opening of the A-9 highway
has been one of the visible accomplish-
ments of the ceasefire agreement signed
by the government and LTTE. Several

thousands of Sri Lankan and LTTE sol-
diers lost their lives in the attempt to con-
trol the road. But it was finally re-opened
without a single life being lost and is now
in the process of being repaired. In some
places by the side of the road are mounds
of red gravel to be used in repairing it.
Sections are being newly tarred. Despite
bumps the road is generally motorable.

According to a senior army officer
commanding one of the few checkpoints
on the road about a thousand vehicles are
now using the road every day. He had a
positive assessment of the ceasefire
agreement saying, “Today is better than
yesterday, and is better than tomorrow
would have been” comparing the pre-
ceasefire period with the present. When
asked about the army’s relationship with
the LTTE, he said that neither side was
provoking the other. When in government
controlled areas the LTTE cadre would
follow the regulations imposed by the
ceasefire agreement.

A Boon to Pilgrims

The re-opening of the highway has
been a boon to Buddhists from the south
who are able to go on pilgrimages to the
ancient Buddhist temples in the Jaffna
peninsula, Several buses with pilgrims of
all ages could be seen stopped at the
checkpoints. It often appeared that the
longer delays were at the army checkpoi-
nts, which needs to be addressed, to make
the journey a less time consuming one.

Despite the massive, shocking and so-
bering destruction of wealth and property
that is so visible the A-9 highway has
become one of peace and amity today.
Indeed, at one of the main army check-
points are painted sign boards welcom-
ing people to the A-9 highway of peace
and amity. Children living by the side of
the road wave at passing vehicles. Per-
haps to children the past matters less than
the present, and they are joyful that in
the present there are new faces, new
dresses and new vehicles. But the warm
greeting is not only limited to children.

It is not only children who demon-
strated warmth to visitors from afar. In
the evening after reaching Pandertharippu
which is about 17km away from Jaffna
city, we went to the communication cen-
tre in the village to make telephone calls
to Colombo. The communication centre
was located in a small bakery outlet and
consisted of only a single telephone.
While waiting for a connection which

took about 10-15 minutes for each tel-
ephone call, we decided to taste some of
the ‘home made’ biscuits. But when we
asked how much they cost, to pay for
them, the owner declined. They were for
free, he said. He only charged us Rs. 50
for three phone calls to Colombo even
though he had to spend over half an hour
trying to get us the connections. Clearly
the people of Jaffna are happy to be con-
nected to the larger world of non-mili-
tary Sri Lanka from which they were dis-
connected for the past 15 years.

The North-South Connection

But the terms on which the north-
south connection will be made remains
to be negotiated. It is not likely to be easy
and will not be done either by those Bud-
dhist pilgrims or by the Pandertharippu
shop owners. Some of the civic leaders
in Jaffna were very open and firm in their
conviction that the borders of Tamil
Eelam and its legalization are all that re-
main to be negotiated. After the pulveri-
zation of their cities, towns and villages
they do not wish to have anything to do
with the Sri Lank state under whose gov-
ernments such destruction occurred.

On the other hand is the aspiration of
the Sinhalese, whose sense of identity is
based on the consciousness of an undi-
vided island that was called ‘Dhamma-
dipa’ in the past, and to which those
busloads of Buddhist pilgrims were pay-
ing homage with their arduous journey.
And also the aspirations of the Muslims
who were expelled from Jaffna without
even being allowed to take their movable
possessions with them. They were ex-
pelled by a Tamil nationalism that could
see no more than its own interests and
aspirations. Perhaps mirroring these seem-
ingly irreconcilable aspirations, in certain
parts of Jaffna the army was to be seen
cutting down coconut trees to prepare new
bunkers and to strengthen old ones.

The future political negotiations,
when they come, are bound to be diffi-
cult. The struggle for power and there are
also other powerful forces involved, such
as international actors. The recent agree-
ment regarding the leasing out of the
Trincomalee oil tanks to India is one ex-
ample. The defence agreement to be
signed with the United States is another.
The implication of all these will most
probably go beyond the self-determina-
tion of all Sri Lankans, not only the
Tamils. o
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‘Illiberal” peace?

Jayadeva Uyangoda

particularly complex problem of
ASri Lanka’s present peace process

has now entered the center of po-
litical debate. It concerns the fate of the
people of the North-East when the
province is sooner or later subjected to
the LTTE control under the proposed
interim administration.

Many human rights groups have
expressed serious doubts about the wis-
dom of the very idea of an interim ad-
ministration under LTTE hegemony
because of its likely disastrous conse-
quences for human rights, democracy,
pluralism, accountability and the rights
of the regional minorities. The UTHR
in its latest report has once again dra-
matically highlighted these concerns by
branding this negative trajectory as ‘to-
talitarian peace’.

At the heart of this debate is a pro-
foundly complex issue: how should the
Sri Lankan state in search of peace han-
~ dle the militaristic LTTE, which has
also joined the peace process on its own
terms? In the current debate on the
peace process, many critics continue to
characterize the LTTE as a ‘fascist’
entity with its own uniquely unrefor-
mable qualities. They do it with good
reasons. The enduring commitment to
the goal of a separate state, the unwa-
vering belief in the efficacy of the mili-
tary path to achieving that goal, subju-
gation of political options to military
objectives, ruthlessness in the deploy-
ment of violence, terror and deception
as means to power, and the calculated
disregard for even elementary norms of
democracy, human rights and pluralism
are often posited to be some key char-
acteristics of this unique movement
called the LTTE. These certainly are
also some of the key features that have
distinguished the LTTE from all other
militant Tamil groups.

The question with which the Sri
Lankan state is confronted at present
concerns making peace with an illib-
eral oppositional entity.

The ‘totalitarian peace’ thesis de-
scribes the outcome of that peace for

the people in the North-East provinces
once the LTTE gains control of the re-
gion under the proposed interim admin-
istrative body. The way in which many
human rights activists problematize this
peace dilemma seems to assume that
totalitarian peace could be the inevita-
ble outcome of an unequal political
exchange between a “weak liberal
state” and a “fascist” entity. It posits
that the weak liberal state is on the way
to capitulate before the regional fascist
force and that that capitulation would
mean the state abdicating its political
responsibilities for the citizens living
in the region,

A slightly different trajectory can
also be mapped out to theorize the out-
come between the present political en-
gagement between the government and
the LTTE. In that reading, the present
exchange between the government and
the LTTE can be interpreted as one
between a ‘relatively illiberal state’ and’
an ‘essentially illiberal’ regional entity.
Its worst outcome is most likely to be
some form of ‘illiberal peace’, which
may well be a transitional phase in Sri
Lanka’s emerging process of state for-
mation.

It also appears that there are no al-
ternatives to this transitional phase un-
less there emerges a new political force
in Tamil society that is not only demo-
cratic and pluralistic, but can also ef-
fectively replace the LTTE. But, there
is hardly any space for such a change
to occur in Sri Lankan Tamil politics
as long as the Tamil society
continues to be crushed under the
weight of war and violence. Mean-
while, the LTTE’s essentially illiberal
character has been largely concretized
under social and political conditions of
protracted war. The war has destroyed
the social foundations of the Tamil pol-
ity and they cannot be easily repaired.
In class terms, the Sri Lankan Tamil
society in the North-East has been at-
omized and torn asunder. A total eco-
nomic collapse, population displace-
ment, out-migration and the absolute

destruction of commerce, trade and
manufacture have ravaged its class
structure. At present, there is no class
center of gravity in that society.

Nor is there a civil society as such.
If atall, it exits underground, or abroad.
As some anthropological studies on the
Eastern province indicate, the only
pockets of community autonomy re-
maining in the North-Eastern society,
even with a limited political space to
function, are linked to the church, the
kovil and the mosque. In my own vis-
its to these areas, I have also found how
the religious community has survived
as the only functional form of civil so-
ciety. The impact of all this on the po-
litical society of Sri Lankan Tamil com-
munity has been quite harsh.
Indeed, the Sri Lankan and Indian states
as well as the LTTE have directly con-
tributed to the collapse of the Tamil
political society in the island’s North-
East. Parallel with this continuing proc-
ess of social dislocation for about two
decades has also been an acute politi-
cal crisis, as characterized by the col-
lapse of the Sri Lankan state in the
Northern and Eastern provinces. When
the state there collapsed, the LTTE and
a few other Tamil paramilitary groups
began to run the bare, coercive func-
tions of the state primarily though open -
violence.

Professor Charles Tilly’s classic
characterization of the early state as a
protection racket has a remarkable ap-
plication to these contemporary condi-
tions of Sri Lanka’s North-East. As
many recent examples from Africa, the
ex-Soviet Union and Yugoslavia dem-
onstrate, in the absence of the formal
state as well as in the conditions of civil
war and the collapsed state, predatory
networks for taxation, extortion and
protection come to replace the agencies
of the state. It is quite interesting to note
that the agencies of the state as well as
guerilla groups, the latter claiming to
represent the interests of the people,
have been sharing these predatory func-

- tions, with a great deal of rivalry and

competition for many years.

The UTHR situation reports have
extensively documented this phenom-
enon of ‘state as a protection racket’
under conditions of protracted civil
war. The above indeed presents a for-
midable challenge which any project of
peace in Sri Lanka’s Tamil society is
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certain to confront. Indeed, one infi-
nitely complex task involved in a com-
prehensive peace project is the restora-
tion of the formal Sri Lankan state in
the two provinces while re-introducing
liberal political institutions as well as
practices.

Such a journey from the collapsed
state to a ‘liberal state’ is a profoundly
difficult one. It requires the incorpora-
tion into the formal state structures of
a range of competing agencies of
power, violence, extortion and protec-
tion rackets. At one level, there already
exist rudimentary structures of two
competing states that are not ‘liberal’
by any means - the military-adminis-
trative structures of the collapsed Sri
Lankan state in the region and the mili-
tary-administrative structures of the
LTTE-led quasi state.

In a social sense, both are quasi
states in the North-East and their an-
ticipated negotiations for co-existence
and mutual accommodation would
carry immense risks for both sides. At
another level, there exists the less dif-
ficult task of dealing with the agencies
- run by the local and international do-
nor NGOs as service delivery networks.
They constitute a quasi civil society in
the North-East. The fear among many
is that the LTTE would try to incorpo-
rate this quasi civil society too into its
political structures, leaving no room for
social autonomy. These apprehensions
clearly indicate that the post-MoU state
formation process in Sri Lanka’s North-
East is quite serious than many of sup-
porters as well as critics of it might want
to acknowledge. Thirdly, the new po-
litical structures in a post-settlement
process, if they are to be sustained as
integral entities of the Sri Lankan state,
need to locate themselves in some so-
cial-class foundations. Arrangements

for post-civil war political power with-

out a class supporting the new order

may run the risk of being tenuous and
. transitory.

For a post-conflict ‘liberal’ politi-
cal order in the North-East to sustain
itself, it will need the backing of a Tamil
regional bourgeoisie that is organically
linked to the Sinhalese bourgeoisie and
the Sri Lankan state. All these represent
a historical agenda that is hard to fulfill

* in the short run for any society that is
emerging from a protracted civil war.
Indeed, historical conditions cannot be
created overnight. This problem consti-
tutes a key dilemma of the liberal peace
agenda in post-civil war societies. But,
should the people in the North-East and
Sri Lanka endorse and tolerate an ‘il-
liberal® peace? Answers to this question
appear to divide many civil society ac-
tivist groups in Colombo. A construc-
tive approach would be to conceptual-
ize the post-civil war peace and state
formation in transformatory terms. The
idea of transformative peace could of-
fer a creative way out from the divisive
debate on ‘liberal peace’ vs. ‘totalitar-
ian peace’. .

A transformatory peace agenda can
focus on a broad political program for
re-constituting the state not merely in
the sense of restoring the state in the
North-East, but also reforming the Sri
Lankan state in general. This view
could be easily anchored on the premise
that a further democratized state in Sri
Lanka would provide a greater impe-
tus for post-conflict democratic state
formation in the North-East.

Indeed, the present debate on the
interim administration, which remains
rather thin in quality, can be widened
when it is linked to a broad process of
transformatory peace and democratic
state formation. Restoration of the state
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in the post - MoU North-East immedi-
ately requires the setting up of non-co-
ercive state structures that are to per-
form the so-called normal functions of
the state - taxation, service delivery, law
and order and so forth. In this sense,
the interim administration should be
seen as a major step towards creating
civilian institutions in Sri Lanka’s post-
civil war North-East.

But, there is the negative possibil-
ity of the LTTE subjecting it to its mili-
tary-coercive apparatus and transform-
ing it to suit its own long-term politi-
cal objectives. This is a point being
made in Colombo by many critics of
the MoU. If the LTTE is to perform
civilian functions of the state through
an interim council, that transition could
ideally be effected through a series of
negotiated treaties between the Sri
Lankan government and the LTTE, if
necessary supervised by the interna-
tional community.

Actually, there is no need for me-
diation-negotiation process to produce
new results only at the big Bangkok
meeting. In meaningful conflict reso-
lution, mediation, negotiation and ac-
cord-making are continuing processes
that can occur at multiple levels.

In fact, the Sri Lanka’s ethnic poli-
tics has once again entered a phase of
consultation, negotiation and deai-mak-
ing - a period of multi-track negotia-
tions. Ethnic political leaders, interna-
tional bankers, bus operators, labor con-
tractors and investors - they all go
Vanni to negotiate their interests. The
government must utilize this opening
to consolidate its political engagement
with the LTTE through a series of
multi-level negotiated accords.

As the National Peace Council has
already proposed, human rights protec-
tion arrangements should be integral to
such treaties with the LTTE. If the
present MoU can survive the emerging
challenges for some time to come, ac-
cords with the LTTE, with greater in-
ternational supervision and monitoring,
could provide democratic and political
safeguards of considerable value.

Meanwhile, in the absence of im-
mediate and effective domestic options
to check the LTTE’s totalitarian poli-
tics while facilitating the democratic
state formation in the North-East, fur-
ther internationalization of the politi-
cal solution might not be a bad idea. O
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Protection and Monitoring
of Human Rights
after the Ceasefire

Ian Martin

(Text of the Report commissioned by the London-based International Working
Group (IWG).by lan Martin, former secretary general of Amnesty International,
who headed human rights missions to conflict zones across the globe - East Timor,
Bosnia and Haiti among others - was in Sri Lanka from March 26 to April 3)

he Agreement on a ceasefire be-
tween the Government of Sri Lanka

and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) which came into effect
on 23 February 2002 provides (Arti-
cle.2.1) that “The parties shall in ac-
cordance with international law abstain
from hostile acts against the civilian
population, including such acts as tor-
ture, intimidation, abduction, extortion
and harassment”. While warmly wel-
coming this Agreement, some civil so-
ciety actors in Sri Lanka have noted that
other internationally accepted human
rights standards are not reflected in the
Agreement, and have argued that fur-
ther human rights commitments and ar-

* rangements for monitoring their imple-
mentation should be matters of prior-
ity. The International Working Group
on Sri Lanka (IWG), as part of its work
to support efforts for a peaceful settle-
ment to the conflict in Sri Lanka, has
long urged both sides to respect “fun-
damental standards of humanity” as a
peace-building measure. Following the
Agreement, the IWG asked me to un-
dertake a visit to Sri Lanka to explore
the scope for further commitments on
human rights and humanitarian law and
provisions for appropriate monitoring.

Visit and Discussions

I visited Sri Lanka from 26 March
to 3 April. As regards the parties and
facilitators of the peace negotiations, I
met Prime Minister Ranil Wickrema-
singhe and Professor G.L.Peiris, Min-
ister and Government Spokesman on
the Peace Process; Karikalan, deputy
leader of the political wing of the
LTTE; Norwegian Ambassador Jon
Westerborg; and the head of the Sri
Lanka Monitoring Mission, Trond
Furuhovde. Among members of other
political parties, | met Mahinda

Rajapakse, Leader of the Opposition;
former Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar and others advising Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunge on the
peace process; Rauff Hakeem, Leader
of the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress;
M.Tilvin Silva, General Secretary of
the JVP; representatives of each of the
components of the Tamil National Al-
liance (TNA) and of PLOTE. I travelled
to Vavuniya and Batticaloa, where [
met local government parliamentary
and civil society representatives, and
from the latter visited LTTE-control-
led territory. In Colombo, I also met Lt.
Gen. Ballegalle, Army Chief; and God-
frey Gunatilleke, member of the Na-
tional Human Rights Commission. I
met with the head of the European Un-
ion delegation and heads of mission of
Canada, Japan, Sweden, UK and USA;
and with the Acting UN Resident Co-
ordinator (who is the representative of
UNICEF), the representative of
UNHCR, other UN agency representa-
tives and the head of delegation of the
ICRC. My visit was arranged and car-
ried out in close cooperation with Sri
Lanka civil society representatives, and
I had discussions, collectively or indi-
vidually, with members of the Peace
Support Group, the Centre for Policy
Alternatives (which facilitated my
visit), the Centre for Human Rights and
Development (whose Coordinator ac-
companied me on my visits out of Co-
lombo), the National Peace Council, the
Civil Rights Movement, the Interna-
tional Centre for Ethnic Studies, the
Consortium of Humanitarian Agencies,
and others.

Peace Process and Human Rights

I found a strong consensus on the
importance of ensuring respect for hu-
man rights, not only as a matter of prin-

ciple, but also as a matter of urgency at
this stage of the peace process, in order
to contribute to its further success. The
legacy of the past two decades includes
the massive human rights violations
suffered by thousands of people of al-
most every ethnic, social and religious
group in Sri Lanka. If the hopes which
are now so strong for lasting peace are
to be fufilled, that peace must be rooted
in a universal and unshakeable commit-
ment that the fundamental human rights
of everyone living in Sri Lanka will be
respected. This is a commitment which
must be made by all parties and by all
those involved in negotiating and sus-
taining the peace.

I'expected that some might suggest
that the peace process should be con-
solidated before human rights issues are
pressed, lest the latter in some way dis-
turb the former. However the view ex-
pressed on behalf of the Norwegian
facilitators, by members of the govern-
ment, and by all but a very few civil
society voices was the opposite: that
attention now to human rights issues
was entirely supportive of the peace
process, and that any early tolerance of
human rights abuses would threaten the
process. My own conviction that this
is the case was strengthened by my visit
to the east, in particular, which made .
me aware of the potentially volatile
situation in so-called “cleared areas” -
Tamil areas which border on territory
controlled by the LTTE (so-called “un-
cleared areas”). Here government se-
curity forces with a record of past hu-
man rights abuses remain present, in a
state of some uncertainty regarding
their current role; the Muslim commu-
nity is fearful of its place in the new
dispensation; the formerly armed cad-
res of other Tamil groups suddenly find
themselves without means of support
and uncertain of their future political
role; and these and Tamils who had
chosen to move out of “uncleared” ar-
eas are apprehensive of growing LTTE
control as its cadres are allowed under
the Agreement to enter and become
politically active. Allegations of human
rights abuses, perhaps surrounded by
accusation and counter-accusation as to
the perpetrators, will need prompt and
objective investigation to keep them in
proportion and to ensure action by the
relevant chain of command to prevent
their escalation. If there are reports of
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escalating abuses from these areas or
from the areas already fully controlled
by the LTTE, these will enter the po-
litical debate in the south in a manner
which will both give rise to legitimate
concerns and also provide those who
are fundamentally opposed to the cur-
rent direction of the peace process with
a means of discrediting it.

Some reluctance to support further
human rights guarantees and monitor-
ing comes from those who are most
sympathetic to the LTTE and suspect
that some of those who advocate them
are seeking to undermine the LTTE’s
future administrative control of the
north and east. It is true that there are
currently few allegations of fresh
abuses by government security forces,
and attention is thus focussed on alle-
gations of child conscription and extor-
tion by the LTTE. First, however, it is
important (and consistent with the gov-
ernment’s commitment and recognition
that the road to peace will be a difficult
one) that measures should be in place
to check any possible re-emergence of
abuses on the government side. Second,
commitments expected of the govern-
ment should extend to addressing the
continuing consequences of past human
rights violations, in particular an urgent
review of the cases of persons detained
(whether convicted or unconvicted)
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act
(PTA), and compensation to victims or
the families of victims. The heavy bur-
den of past human rights violations will
also soon require a reflection on the
manner in which truth and justice can
be established - a reflection which has
already commenced within civil soci-
ety - but this was beyond the scope of
my visit.

Logical Corollary

Moreover the expectation that the
LTTE will make further commitments
to human rights guarantees and accept
appropriate monitoring arrangements
should not be seen as antagonistic to
the LTTE, any more than the equiva-
lent expectation of the government is
antagonistic to it. It is the logical cor-
ollary to the recognition of LTTE con-
trol, present and future, over territory
and population. The LTTE has long
stated its acceptance of norms of inter-
national humanitarian law, but with the
suspension and intended termination of

armed conflict, it is increasingly the
norms of international human rights
law which become applicable. The
LTTE leadership has stated publicly
that it is concerned about allegations of
anti-Muslim activity, child conscrip-
tion, extortion and abduction, and wants
to take action if any LTTE member is
found guilty of these. In my meeting
with a senior LTTE representative |
observed considerable sensitivity to
such allegations, and argued the use-
fulness of objective monitoring ar-
rangements to a leadership committed
to prevent them.

A ceasefire agreement cannot nec-
essarily be expected to contain exten-
sive human rights commitments, al-
though civil society actors in Sri Lanka
have been inspired by the extensive
human rights agreement reached be-
tween the parties to the conflict in El
Salvador: this preceded the ceasefire
there, and its implementation and in-
ternationa! verification are judged to
have contributed significantly to the
eventual success of the overall peace
negotiations. The inclusion in the Sri
Lanka Agreement of Article 2.1, quoted
above, is to be welcomed. There are
however major human rights guaran-
tees of immediate relevance to the situ-
ation in Sri Lanka and the peace proc-
ess which it does not address. These
include freedom of movement (beyond
the specific provisions included in the
Agreement in relation to LTTE mem-
bers); freedom of association, and from
arrest for exercise of lawful political
rights; freedom of expression and of the
press; and guarantees to enable dis-
placed persons to return to their homes
and carry on their economic activities.

Human Rights Commitments

Itis highly desirable that further hu-
man rights commitments be made ex-
plicit as soon as possible. The LTTE
has made clear that it requires the gov-
ernment to lift its proscription before
talks begin; the moment when the gov-
ernment ceases to regard the LTTE as
a terrorist organisation would be an ap-
propriate moment for the LTTE to
make further commitments regarding
its respect for human rights, and for the
government to renew its own human
rights commitments and pledge itself
to measures such as the review of those
detained under the PTA. (The govern-

ment has already indicated willingness
to review some categories of PTA de-
tainees, and this needs to be developed
into a clear and comprehensive policy
remedying past injustices.)

It is expected that a key aspect of
the forthcoming negotiations will be the
establishment of an interim administra-
tion for the north and east controlled
by the LTTE, perhaps for a period of
two years. This will present the essen-
tial moment for substantial human
rights guarantees. It remains to be seen
what arrangements can be made in this
context for policing and the function-
ing of the justice system, not only to
assure basic law and order but also to
provide the protection of constitutional
guarantees of fundamental rights. It
seems inevitable that during a period
of de facto administration these will fall
short of the full human rights protec-
tion to be expected of ultimate consti-
tutional arrangements guaranteeing re-
spect of Sri Lanka’s international hu-
man rights obligations. A detailed
agreement on human rights commit-
ments and effective arrangements for
their monitoring would be essential in
this context.

Such guarantees and arrangements
can be expected to be of particular con-
cern to donors. As it becomes possible
to move beyond immediate humanitar-
ian aid to longer-term development as-
sistance in the north and east, donors
will need - while recognizing a situa-
tion that will for some time remain ex-
ceptional - to ensure that there is broad
respect for the governance and human
rights criteria they now regard as nor-
mal in an aid relationship. This will
apply to norms of democratic function-
ing on the part of the interim adminis-
tration itself, in order to ensure account-
ability in the disbursement of develop-
ment aid, and to its respect for the in-
dependent functioning of non-govern-
mental organisations.

Human Rights Monitoring

Human rights commitments will be
rapidly discredited unless they are re-
spected in practice. Especially in the
special circumstances of the peace
process this requires effective monitor-
ing arrangements. Under the ceasefire
Agreement, the Sti Lanka Monitoring
Mission (SLMM), composed of repre-
sentatives from Nordic countries (with




30 TAMIL TIMES

15 MAY - JUNE 2002

a head appointed by the Norwegian gov-
ernment), is responsible for verifying on-
site the fulfillment of the commitments
in the Agreement. This of course in-
cludes the human rights commitments in
Article 2.1. The role of the SLMM is of
central importance to the peace process,
but it has a number of limitations as re-
gards human rights monitoring. First, its
mandate is limited, in that (as noted
above) the Article 2.1 commitments do
not extend to some key human rights is-
sues. Second, its’geographical scope is
limited to six named districts, exclud-
ing Kilinochchi and Mullaittivu. Third,
its personnel resources are limited, both
in numbers and as regards their orienta-
tion to human rights monitoring rather
than military or other aspects of cease-
fire monitoring. Moreover, the monitor-
ing structure of committees comprising
government and LTTE nominees to-
gether with an international monitor may
discourage individuals from bringing
complaints of human rights violations if
they feel they risk identifying themselves
to the party complained against.

It is of course desirable that the
SLMM play as full a role in human rights
monitoring as is possible. While I was
in Sri Lanka there was some confusion
in the minds of civil society actors re-
garding the extent to which the SLMM
would be open to complaints from indi-
viduals on human rights matters. Arti-
cle 3.13 of the Agreement, providing that
“Guidelines for the operations of the
SLMM shall be established in a sepa-
rate document”, has created the expec-
tation that its procedures would be
known publicly. Standard Operating Pro-
cedures have been issued to members of
the SLMM, but these are internal, and it
is not known to what extent and in what
manner they address the issues most rel-
evant to human rights monitoring. It
would be desirable for such Guidelines
to be made public, and to ensure that
training as well as guidance appropriate
to this function is available to monitors.
Consideration should be given to in-
creasing their numbers and including
personnel with particular experience in
human rights monitoring.

However the SLMM has a broad re-
sponsibility in relation to the ceasefire,
and too much should not be expected of
it as regards human rights monitoring,
It is also recognised that there are prob-
lems inherent in monitoring so closely

linked through the Norwegian govern-
ment to the on-going facilitation of the
negotiations. Thus the Norwegian Am-
bassador expressed to me the view that
parallel, complementary human rights
monitoring would be desirable, and
would in no way conflict with the role
of the SLMM or be otherwise unhelpful
to the peace process.

International Monitors

The Prime Minister and other gov-
ernment representatives, and the mem-
bers of the People’s Alliance and other
political parties, all stressed the impor-
tance of respect for human rights and the
desirability of further monitoring ar-
rangements. The Prime Minister in-
formed me of the government’s intention
to invite all parties in Parliament to join
in establishing a committee to monitor
the implementation of the Agreement,
which it was envisaged would have local
representatives and work closely with
civil society organisations. The National
Human Rights Commission has already
experienced an increase in complaints
from the north and east (probably repre-
senting an increased willingness to sub-
mit complaints rather than necessarily an
increase in violations). Civil society or-
ganisations which have undertaken moni-
toring during elections were considering
planning to undertake human rights
monitoring in the new context.

I consistently asked about the possi-
ble desirability of increasing the number
of international monitors on the ground
beyond those deployed by the SLMM.
Most of my interlocutors felt that this
was highly desirable. International per-
sonnel have a greater possibility of hav-
ing a dissuasive effect on human rights
abuses and may be more readily trusted
than local monitors. Moreover, in view
of the past experience it is likely to be
some time before local monitors can be
fully confident to operate freely on both
sides of the line of control in former con-
flict zones. The confidence of local
monitors and that of the local popula-
tion is likely to be enhanced if there is
an international presence.

There are a number of ways in which
international human rights monitors
could be associated with current or en-
visaged arrangements, beyond the
SLMM. An official body, including the
proposed parliamentary committee or the
National Human Rights Commission,

could invite such assistance, which could
then be provided through an intergovern-
mental organisation of which Sri Lanka
is a member - the United Nations or the
Commonwealth. In view of the reluctance
of previous Sri Lankan governments to
invite any expanded UN role, I asked
about the acceptability of - for example -
technical advice on human rights moni-
toring through the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) and/or the use of UN Volun-~
teers as human rights monitors. (UNVs
have played such a role effectively else-
where, and are already deployed in the
work of UNICEF and UNHCR in Sri
Lanka.) This was explicitly regarded as
an acceptable possibility by the Prime
Minister, who referred to the very differ-
ent attitude of his government to the role
of the UN, indicated by his request to the
Secretary-General to send a UN needs
assessment mission to Sri Lanka.

A possible alternative approach
would be to associate international moni-
tors within the framework of a civil soci-
ety monitoring network. This would build
on the precedent set by the work of Sri
Lanka civil society groups in election
monitoring, where they have invited and
organised international participation. In
this case the international monitors might
be organised through international NGOs
- for example Peace Brigades Interna-
tional (PBI), which previously operated
in Sri Lanka over many years.

A number of interlocutors expres-
sed the hope that the IWG could play a
role in proposing arrangements for in-
ternational monitors to appropriate in-
ternational organisations, as soon as the
different possibilities outlined above
have taken shape, and the role of offi-
cial bodies and civil society networks
have been clarified.

[ am convinced from my visit that
further human rights guarantees and
monitoring arrangements can only be
helpful to the peace process; that inter-
national participation would be greatly
strengthen such monitoring; and that the
government and most key actors them-
selves see this as necessary. The attitude
of the LTTE needs further exploration
beyond the single meeting I was able to
have, but the encouraging statements
from its leadership provide a basis for
persuasion that they too should regard
this as helpful and not antagonistic.
(April 2002) m)
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Neither war nor peace

RAM MANIKKALINGAM

SRI LANKA is between war and
peace. There are three scenarios that can
emerge from the ceasefire agreement be-
tween the Tamil Tigers and the Sri Lan-
kan government: war, peace, or no war-
no peace.

War scenario

The war scenario echoes previous
failed attempts at turning ceasefires into
more long-term settlements. Whether one
blames the Tigers or the government, the
basic dynamic entails a re-arming, re-
cruiting and re-grouping by both sides.
There were signs of this in the run-up to
the ceasefire agreement on the Tiger side.
As Prime Minister Ranil Wickrema-
singhe was preparing to travel to Vavu-
niya to sign the agreement, the Tigers
were hurriedly landing armaments. Simi-
larly, Amnesty International reported the
aggressive recruitment of child soldiers
by the Tigers. Other reports refer to the
Tigers raising funds through extortion,
particularly from Muslims living in the
Eastern Province.

The Sri Lankan government is also
planning a recruitment drive and the pur-
chase of new equipment for the armed
forces. These measures by themselves do
not indicate that the parties are opposed
to peace. Preparation for war is inevita-
ble in any ceasefire situation because
there is no guarantee that a ceasefire will
evolve into a permanent solution. Still,
this dynamic may not be stable, particu-
larly if both sides continue preparing for
war, without implementing provisions of
the ceasefire agreement. One side or the
other may sincerely, or slyly, utilise a
delay in implementing the ceasefire as a
violation of it, to begin fighting.

While the presence of a neutral third
party mediator makes this situation dif-
ferent from previous ones, this scenario
unfortunately is still very possible. To get
beyond it, the government will engage the
Tigers on a series of short-term humani-

tarian issues - such as humanitarian de-
mining and medical services - and me-
dium-term developmental issues - such
as the restoration of roads and irrigation.
This will lead to the second scenario.

No war-no peace scenario

The Tamil Tigers will utilise the ne-
gotiations over humanitarian and devel-
opment assistance to extend their admin-
istrative influence over Tamil majority
areas that have hitherto been controlled
by the government. They will ask the
government to cede control over the
Northeast to them in the form of an in-
terim council. This de facto rule by the
Tigers will be combined with a massive
infusion of rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion assistance from the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment and the international community.
It will lead to large-scale humanitarian
schemes, medium-scale development
projects and significant market integra-
tion of the Northeast with the rest of the
country. There will be a general easing
in the difficuities faced by civilians liv-
ing in the Northeast in particular, and the
country in general, because of the absence
of war, These measures can be taken ad-
ministratively by the government, that is,
through the use of executive powers, and
will not depend on constitutional reform
or even legislative support. .

The basic bargain between the gov
ernment and the Tamil Tigers will be as
follows: The government grants de facto
control of the Northeast to the Tigers,
along with economic assistance and the
space to begin development work. In ex-
change, the Tigers desist from fighting.

The Tigers will seek to extend this
scenario in the hope that the interim coun-
cil will be transformed, with the passage
of time, into a de facto separate state. Any
attempt by President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga or Prime Minister Wickremasinghe
to thwart this runs the risk of reverting to
war. The Tigers will portray the efforts

to prevent the formation of a de facto
separate state as a disruption of the peace
process and start fighting. However, if
President Kumaratunga and Prime Min-
ister Wickremasinghe cooperate in ad-
dressing Tamil political aspirations while
thwarting Tiger separatist ambitions, they
may help take the process forward to the
peace scenario.

Peace scenario

This involves resolving three con-
flicts: the armed conflict between the Ti-
gers and the armed forces of Sri Lanka;
the political power conflict between the
three main forces that currently have a
stake in political rule in Sri Lanka - the
Tamil Tigers, the United National Party
(UNP) and the People’s Alliance (P.A.);
the ethnic conflict among Tamils, Sinha-
lese and Muslims. The current peace
strategy of the UNP-led government ap-
pears to be based on solving one conflict
at a time, beginning with the armed con-
flict. While it would be preferable, in
theory, if each of these solutions could
be tackled one step at a time, the reality
is more complicated. A solution to the
armed conflict may require or be assisted
by a breakthrough in the political power
conflict. And a solution to the political
power conflict may require some progress
in resolving the ethnic conflict. Thus
these three conflicts, or at least elements
of it, will often have to be addressed si-
multaneously. And the level of uncer-
tainty can be quite high. Still, many ele-
ments of a solution already exist - the new
ceasefire agreement signed by the current
UNP-led government and the political
package drafted by the previous P.A.-led
government. These elements can be
stitched together in a way that may en-
able Sri Lanka to bootstrap its way to a
solution. Sadly, the failure of the two
major political parties to collaborate ef-
fectively in resolving the conflict makes
the peace scenario the least plausible.

Ram Manikkalingam is a Fellow of
the Open Society Institute and an Assist-
ant Director at the Rockefeller Founda-
tion based in New York. This article ex-
presses his personal views and not those
of either of the institutions. )
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Rights of Muslims
and the Peace Process

Dr.M Y M Siddeek
Council of North-East Muslims of Sri Lanka in Britain (CONEMS)

hen the Sri Lankan national

ethnic issue reached its height,

a number of alternative pro-
posals were put forward by various lo-
cal and foreign interested parties to
solve it. One of the proposals was to
establish a Council with regional au-
tonomy to the Tamils in a merged North
and Eastern region of Sri Lanka.

At the beginning, the Sri Lankan
Muslims vehemently opposed to the
mer-ger of the two provinces for valid
reasons. Later on, when the environ-
mental factors changed, the Muslims
accepted the merger of the Northern
and Eastern provinces conditionally.
The condition was that when the two
main warring parties agree to a North
and East merged solution to the on go-
ing ethnic issue, a Muslim Provincial
Council should be created within the
merged region carving out non-contigu-
ous Muslim majority Paradesa Saba
areas with Ampara district as the base.
To facilitate this, they also proposed
that the Pradesa Saba areas be re-de-
marcated to create clear Muslim ma-
jority Pradesa Saba areas.

When obstacles came from many
corners for this proposal, the Muslims
proposed creation of South-eastern Re-
gional Council. Now what they demand
is that at least a small separate devolved
unit, comprising the electorates of
Kalmunai, Sammanthurai and Pottuvil,
should be created when there is a solu-
tion to the ethnic issue, for them to
maintain their distinct ethnic identity
and safeguard their rights and ensure
their security. However, it is a pity that
their expectations and aspirations are
totally ignored by the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment, LTTE and the Norwegian me-
diators although the Muslims are the
major victims of the nearly two dec-
ades old Sri Lankan ethnic conflict.

In fact, the above proposals from
the Muslims side reveal the fear the
Muslims have when there is a solution
for the Sri Lankan ethnic issue and
power is devolved to the LTTE and the

Tamil leadership. Itis also a way of ex-
pressing the suspicions that the Mus-
lims have about the representatives of
Tamils and the LTTE. The reason for
this is the way the Tamil leaders treated
the Muslims in the past since independ-
ence in 1948 and the terrorism of the
Tamil militant movements against the
Muslims since mid-1980s. The Tamil
leaders and the LTTE failed to ap-
proach the Muslims tactfully in the past.
Although they have issued a few state-
ments and made promises from time to
time in the past just to satisfy the Mus-
lims, they have not done anything ef-
fectively to allay the fear of the Mus-
lims in any solution to the ethnic issue.

What do the Muslims expect now?
What the Muslims expect at a time
when there is an ‘understanding’ be-
tween the Sri Lankan government and
the LTTE is that a conducive situation
should be created where the Muslims
can trust the Tamil leaders and the
LTTE and also the fear that the Mus-
lims have should be dispelled.

There is a fear psychosis among the
Eastern Province Muslims that they will
be evacuated from their homeland like
what happened to the Northern Mus-
lims if there is a solution to the ethnic
issue and the power to rule the North
and east is devolved to the LTTE. This
fear has been widely spreading among
the Eastern Province Muslims after the
signing of Memorandum of Under-
standing by the LTTE and the Sri
Lankan government and the demand of
the LTTE to form an interim regional
government in the North-East. There is
no any guarantee that there won’t be
murder of Muslims like what happened
in Kattankudy and Eravur. In Kattan-
kudy more than 100 Muslims were shot
dead by the Tamil militants while they
were praying in the mosque. A feasi-
ble environment has not been created
to think that there won’t be a repetition
of mass murders by surrounding the
Muslim villages like what happened in
the Muslim villages of Alinchipoth-

thanai and Palliththidal. The armed
Tamil militants surrounded these vil-
lages and killed even infants and preg-
nant women. Since the beginning of the
ethnic issue in Sri Lanka, the armed
Tamil liberation movements have killed
more than thousand Muslims and looted
and burned their properties, religious
places and schools. Why did these ter-
rors occur against the Muslims? Be-
cause they started to talk about their
ethnic identity, aspirations, rights and
security.

Therefore, The Council of North-
East Muslims of Sri Lanka in Britain
(CONEMS) proposes that in order to
remove the widespread fear, which pre-
vails among the Muslims today and the
suspicion they have about the Tamil
leaders and the LTTE, the distinct eth-
nic identity of the Muslims should be
recognised. Although the Muslims hap-
pen to speak Tamil, historically they are
identified as a separate ethnic minor-
ity. Muslims belong to a different reli-
gion and culture and also have identi-
fied areas of historical habitation in the
Northern and the Eastern provinces.
The recognition of the ethnic identity
of the Muslims should be the first and
the foremost item in the agenda to be
considered by the Tamil leaders, the
LTTE, the Sri Lankan government and
the mediators/facilitators now immedi-
ately. Then only there will be a possi-
bility to consider the grievances of the
Muslims when the representatives of
the Sinhalese and the representatives of
the ethnic minorities of Tamils and
Muslims sit together to start ‘talking’.
The parties should not forget the fact
that the Muslims are the second largest
ethnic community living in the North
and Eastern provinces of Sri Lanka.
Therefore, the reality is that the North-
Eastern issue is not the Sinhalese-Tamil
issue, but it is primarily an issue be-
tween the Tamils and the Muslims.
Another reality.is that the Muslims of
the North-east were more effected than
the Sinhalese who live over there. The
Sinhalese in the North and Eastern
provinces were protected and well-
looked after by successive govern-
ments. There is no doubt that this will
continue in the future too. Unless the
distinct ethnic identity of the Muslims
are recognised, they will not be in a
position to participate in any negotia-
tion, which is expected to commence
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in June in Thailand. This is not a lan-
guage issue; this is an ethnic issue.
Therefore, any proposals should bring
some solutions to all the three ethnic
communities, Sinhalese, Tamils and
Muslims, living in the region and the
country. It is meaningless and breach of
fundamental rights to totally ignore the
Muslims, one of the major ethnic minor-
ity communities, in any negotiations to
solve the ethnic issue. If the Muslims are
ignored from any negotiations, it is not
going to bring any reasonable solution
to the ethnic issue, justice and lasting
peace in the region. Contrary to the ex-
pectations, it will worsen the ethnic is-
sue between the Tamils and the Muslims
in the future.

The second proposal of the
CONEMS, which follows from the
above, is that it should be recognised that
the North and Eastern part of Sri Lanka
is homeland of not only of the Tamils
but also of the Muslims as endorsed by
the LTTE in the LTTE-Muslims Agree-
ment (1988). The Muslims have been
living in the region since the 7th cen-
tury. This recognition will pave the way
for resettlement of evacuated Northern
Muslim population that has been living
for centuries over there and to dispel the
fear that the Muslims living in the East
will also be chased out from their home-
land and the Northern and the Eastern
provinces be made a predominant Tamil
area if the power is devolved to the LTTE
under the proposed interim regional
government.

The third proposal of CONEMS is
that the security and the rights of the
Muslims should be guaranteed by con-
stitutions of the central government as
well as the regional interim government
and endorsed by an international third
party.

The fourth proposal of CONEMS is
that when the interim government is
formed, power should be devolved to the
Muslims too in a reasonable and posi-
tive manner. Fifthly, it is also proposed
that the boundaries of the present
Pradesa Sabha areas should be re-demar-
cated and clear Sinhalese majority, Tamil
majority and Muslim majority Predesa
Sabha areas should be created. When re-
demarcated, the current ethnic ratios of
these areas should not be disturbed. For
these re-demarcated Predesa Sabhas,
more powers should be devolved in or-
der for them to manage their affairs

themselves independently in the areas
such as education, health, transport etc.
The devolved North-East regional in-
terim government may oversee these
Predesa Sabhas. Further, within the
North-East regional interim government,
the ethnic ratios of Divisional Secretariat
level, district level, provincial level and
regional level should be maintained con-
tinuously in appointments including po-
lice, distribution of lands, and other re-
source allocation.

Because of the willingness of the
Muslims to bring about peace, they have
given up their opposition to the merger
of North and Eastern provinces. But, in
the merged North-Eastern regional gov-
ernment, the Eastern Muslims’ political
representation is going to be reduced to
about 18% from its present about 33%.
(The Muslims comprise about 33% of the
total population of the Eastern province).
Therefore, it should be guaranteed that
the Muslims’ political representation
would be maintained to 33% in the
merged regional government. It is impos-
sible to guarantee this 33% under the
normal existing electoral arrangement.
Therefore, when there is an election and
the political representation of the Mus-
lims is less than 33% in the regional gov-
ernment, the shortfall should be filled to
bring the percentage to 33% by a system
of nominated members or by a system to
elect the shortfall under a proportional
representation system. This is the sixth
point proposed by the CONEMS. Even
this system should not disturb the present
ethnic ratio at Divisional Secretariat level,
district level, the provincial level etc. The
percentage should also be maintained in
the appointment of ministers and other
political appointments in the North-East
region. The ethnic ratio should be based
on 1981 census report. To facilitate this,
it is also proposed that Padiyatalawa and
Maha Oya Pradesa Sabha areas should
be de-merged from the Eastern province.
This is because; the two areas were
merged with the Ampara district in early
1960s in order to weaken the ethnic ra-
tios of the Muslims and Tamils and as a
result their economic well-being, politi-
cal representation and other rights.

As mentioned above, because of the
compromise of the Muslims for peace
and sacrifice they make for it, the politi-
cal strength of the Muslims in the East-
ern province is likely to be diluted in the
merged regional government. Therefore,

some arrangements should be made to
ensure that every third head of the gov-
ernment in the merged North-East re-
gional government is a Muslim, on ro-
tation. This is the 7th point in the pro-
posals of the CONEMS. This is not new.
There are such arrangements in some
other countries. -

In addition to the above proposals,
it is also proposed as the 8th point that
an Racial Equality Commission should
be appointed to see that there is no in-
justice done to minority ethnic groups
such as Muslims and Sinhalese in the
merged North-East region.

If the Tamil leaders and the LTTE
accept these proposals, it may be possi-
ble to remove the widespread fear and
suspicion that the Muslims have in their
minds today. It is important at this junc-
ture that the Sri Lankan government and
the LTTE understand the growing tension
day-by-day among the Muslims after the
signing of Memorandum of Understand-
ing. The proposed regional interim gov-
ernment has increased their fear. The
Tamil leaders and the LTTE may think
about even better and more reasonable
proposals than the above, which are ac-
ceptable to the Muslims. Such a proposal
may encourage the Muslims to give up
their current demand for creation of a
separate devolved unit within the North-
East region to safeguard their rights, ful-
fil their aspirations and ensure their se-
curity.

It is disappointing that the govern-
ment and the LTTE use the words ‘peace’
and ‘understanding’ without proposing
any reasonable solution to the grievances
of the Muslim ethnic minority and totally
ignoring them. Therefore, until the dis-
tinct ethnic identity of the Muslims is rec-
ognised, their rights and security are
guaranteed, it is impossible to find a rea-
sonable solution to the North-East issue
and to bring about lasting peace in the
region. Therefore, the Muslims should
have effective representation in any ne-
gotiation, which attempts to find a long-
lasting solution to the ethnic issue. The
CON-EMS proposes that suitable insti-
tutional and constitutional measures that
will protect the interests of the Muslim
community (in the proposed interim gov-
ernment as well as final government) be
thoroughly discussed on the basis of the
above-mentioned points and incorporated
into any proposed solution to solve the
Sri Lankan ethnic issue. o O
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Arise Jaffna, A New Sunrise

I vow to thee, my country - all earthly things above -

Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love;

The love that asks no questions, the love that stands the test,
That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best;

The love that never falters, the love that pays the price,

The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice.

- Sir Cecil Spring-Rice

Gaston de Rosayro

mong our tropical island’s locali-

ties which have been suffused for

centuries by tranquility and con-
tentment, Jaffna had been the beau
ideal. Time was when its old-world
charm and equally enchanting cultural
traditions could seldom have been en-
countered anywhere on earth.

The peninsula, with its quaint
cadjan-thatched fences, picture-book
villages and placid inlets and lagoons,
was decidedly a composed macrocosm
within our own delightful little uni-
verse. It was also a thriving commer-
cial port where barges once plied the
shallow Palk Strait between Jaffna and
South India, ferrying tourists and
tradesmen in addition to a variety of
consumer goods.

From Jaffna they took tobacco,
soap, betel-leaf, betel-nut, onions, po-
tatoes and spices, to supply a massive
demand in the neighbouring Indian
marketplace. Jaffna was also the na-
tion’s largest single grower of tobacco,
supplying more than 40 per cent of the
country’s total output of the cured ad-
dictive leaf.

But years of civil conflict has illu-
minated quite another side of its exist-
ence. The locale unexpectedly attained
a larger than life role and was thrust
into becoming a stage for much of the
nation’s turbulent struggles for the last
20 years. Yarlpaanam - in the recent
past, the fateful ring of its name has re-
sounded with a discordant clash of cym-
bals. Because, mostly during this pe-
riod it has been a springboard which
has ratcheted up an explosive cauldron,
leaving in its wake a landscape of re-
bellion, rubble and ruin. Nearly two
decades of war have reduced the once-
bustling northern trading post to virtual
debris.

From its main township avenues, to
its provincial village bazaars and by-
ways the dilapidation is all too evident.
For years, commodities have been
scarce and prohibitively expensive. The
once lavishly stocked shop shelves in
an almost forgotten era of tranquility
have borne testimony to a peninsula of
plentiful self-sufficiency becoming
impoverished and ravaged by irrational
secessionist strife.

Jaffna was the stronghold of the
Tamil Tigers until government troops
ran them out of town and retook the
ancient Portuguese and Dutch-built
citadel.In the fiery furnace of its civil-
war history its people have fled en-
masse and the town lies in ruins, with-
out power, water, telephone lines or any
basic urban infrastructure.

Hundreds of thousands of Tamils
have fled the country since the war
started in 1983. The trigger was the
anti-Tamil riots in Colombo in July that
same year in which hundreds were
killed and their homes and businesses
looted and destroyed. The government
at the time had the ability to stop the
sickening carnage. But with stupid and
almost criminal passivity, its Cabinet
did precious little to counter the holo-
caust. Its ministers sat dithering in their
sanctums and emerged days later, not
with a sense of emotional outrage nor
expressions of regret, but with farcical
excuses. The shameful pogrom served
to mark the nation out with a searing
blot, that went on to become a damna-
ble part of our racist history. It caused
a backlash in world condemnation that
the nation has still not quite recovered
from. As a consequence, the denuncia-
tions against the Colombo government
orchestrated by the Tiger propaganda
machine become progressively harsher

and more convincing. Besides, the ge-
nie of counter-rebellion was already out
of the bottle by then.

For many years despite his organi-
sation’s many atrocities, the world be-
gan to view Velupillai Prabhakaran’s
demands as not unrealistic and to have
a sense of justice behind them. Unfor-
tunately for the northern territory, the
beginnings of the Tamil Tiger campa-
ign for their dream homeland in the
north and east coincided with the then
J.R. Jayewardene government’s open-
ing up of the country’s economy, which
saw foreign investors rushing to place
their money in parts of the island not
affected by the war. As a result, Jaffna
considered one of the most resourceful
and potentially brightest sectors that
could have cashed in on the boom was
left out in the cold. Still, Tamils have
always had an emotional, almost senti-
mental attachment to their motherland.
Many see the exoduses as forced tran-
sitory sojourns abroad and their guess
is that first-generation Tamils at least
are likely to return now that a tangible
peace has returned to Jaffna. Analysts
expect returning Tamils to set up joint
ventures in light engineering, electron-
ics, trading services, small and medium
industries, tourism development, texti-
les and finished garments. They could ‘
play a big role in bringing the open eco-
nomy to their home town. Jaffna could
also capitalize on its traditional trade
and cultural links with south India,
which has immense possibilities for ex-
pansion. Sadly, the northern territory
and its environs have up to now lost the
benefit of the open economy. When the
economy opened, Jaffna closed. Worse,
it had also over this turbulent period
suffered the biggest brain-drain in its
spirited commercial history. The frus-
trations and constraints that forced them
to leave the country were all too appar-
ent. To say that they left Sri Lanka
when conditions. here were not condu-
cive would be the biggest understate-
ment of the century. They were a houn-
ded community forced to flee in fear
of their very lives. But the biggest hope
now is that its people who fled the fight-
ing will return and that expatriate
Tamils, who have made their fortunes
overseas while supporting the Tamil
Tiger rebel movement financially, will
also retrace their footsteps home and
invest their money in the new dream.
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The entire nation stands to profit,
now that the possibility of peace has re-
turned to the northern district. The Jaffna
of old always had an air of well-being
about it. Its people had once been pros-
perous entrepreneurs, farmers, fisherfolk
and traders. Their industriousness and
thrift have been as legendary and often
likened to the Scottish penchant for those
same peculiarities of character. The pe-
ninsula has also nurtured and provided
the nation with some of its most eminent
professionals, bureaucrats, entrepreneurs,
clergymen, artistes and academics.

The task of reconstruction will not
be easy, but the people do not seem dis-
mayed. They have already set about the
rebuilding process with rarely witnessed
enthusiasm. Already the cease-fire and
prospects of a peace accord have brought
about considerable progress. The almost
bare shop shelves are being restocked
and the earlier outrageous prices of com-
modities have plummeted. The place is
leaping back to life with an astonishing
vitality.

Across the nation and indeed parts
of Asia people are talking excitedly
about the rebirth of this cultural and

commercial urban giant. It could be the
epicentre of a new national moderniza-
tion. Despite the years of death, devas-
tation and decay it is poised for a blast-
off along a capitalist trajectory, with the
aim of hauling the great eastern and
southern heartland along with it.

Some might consider the time long
past for fortune to rush back to Jaffna’s
doorstep. It sounds a tall order and a
daunting one to risk investing in a dis-
trict that had been doomed to economic
suffocation by a war raging precariously
around its very ears. Yet those familiar
with this new capital of ambitions are
inclined to believe that its resourceful
citizens will prevail. Investors other than
Tamils - including diversified blue chip
conglomerates, banks and industrialists
- are already showing their faith.

With a major government pro-
gramme underway to repair the war-rav-
aged peninsula and plans to resettle tens
of thousands of refugees, Jaffna offers
colossal investment potential. Conspicu-
ous consumption will be the dominant
theme in this former Tiger bastion which
will be re-inhabited by a conservative,
largely law-abiding society. Yet, despite

its parochial reserve, its enterprising and
entrepreneurial spirit has always been
evident even during the worst times of
adversity.

The impressive achievements of the
Tamil community abroad are too well
known to be mentioned here. In their
own fields they have achieved those lev-
els of competence ‘and honour desired
by countries which have offered them a
fresh start and a new life. They have al-
ways possessed the capacity to adapt to
change without losing their cultural
identity. Only the blinded bigots will
disagree that these Sri Lankans have en-
deavoured to find ways in which they
could share the country of their adop-
tion with inhabitants of diverse races.
After all, they did live in admirable co-
existence with their own compatriots in
the land of their birth, until certain hate-
mongering nitwits went too far. That is
why, all right-thinking citizens of Sri
Lanka would prayerfully hope that the
mission to revitalize Jaffna will induce
Tamil expatriates from diverse parts of
the world to return and help rebuild their
home and the nation.

[Daily Mirror (Colombo) 27th April 2002]
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The Odyssey

~ of a Tamil Giant.

Ajith Samaranayake

The death of M. Sivasithamparam at
the age of 79, even as the national con-
flict enters upon a period of lull, removes
from Tamil politics its last major figure.
For Murugesu Sivasithamparam, for long
the President of the Tamil United Lib-
eration Front, was the last of the charis-
matic parliamentarians of the heroic age
of democratic Tamil politics which
ceased to exist when the TULF MPs were
driven out into the cold by the 13th
amendment to the Constitution in 1983
and when parliamentary Tamil politics
was eclipsed by the rise of militancy in
the period which followed.

In his autobiography “Memoirs of an
Unrepentant Communist”, the Maoist
Communist leader N. Sanmugathasan re-
calls how he and Siva had entered the
University College in 1938-39 as its last
batch. Both of them had been in the Uni-
versity Communist cell at the time when
the United Socialist Party having broken
away from the Troskyist LSSP, was in
the process of being transmogrified into
the Communist Party of Ceylon.

Siva then began life as a Communist
in the time of Stalin but coming from a
Vellala Hindu family in Karaveddy he
was the victim of contrary pressures from
the time of his young adulthood. His fam-
ily managed the Vigneshwara College
and Sanmugathasan recalls the young
Siva having a portrait of Goddess

Land Sale - Jaffna

At Kopay Circa 4 miles from Jaffna
in centre of old village
with short dual access
to Pt. Pedro Highway — Excellent
Ancestral Highland, circa 55 lachams
in extent, spacious surrounding, close
to old temple, residences etc. Rupees
Thirty Five Thousand per lacham or
equivalent in other currency.
Contact: Mrs Kanex (UK)
Tel: 01268 514624 or
Prof. C.Suriiyakumaran,
19 A/2 Alfred Place, Colombo 3,
Sri Lanka. Tel: & Fax: 574912

Saraswathi in his hostel room when Shan
no doubt proudly displayed one of Lenin.

The late Nimal Karunatilleke who
was also a Communist at the time (long
before he joined the SLFP and later the
UNP) recalled when he and I covered the
1977 Parliament of which Siva was one
of the most formidable debaters that the
young Siva felt somewhat squeamish
about going out in the night to paste post-
ers which was, of course, part of the ap-
prenticeship of any young aspiring Com-
munist.

The young Sivasithamparam then
was a typical product of his times and his
milieu. Although he had embraced Com-
munism doubtless through intellectual
conviction and not material deprivation
he nevertheless felt helpless about rebel-
ling against his ancestral gods and the
deeply-held values of his caste and class.
But there was no dishonesty or bogusness
here for this generation of youthful ide-
alists believed honestly in a socialist so-
ciety before those dreams were blotted
out by the exposure in the ‘God that
Failed’ that the deity had feet of clay.

In fact Siva’s colleague A.
Amirthalingam used to recall that as an
undergraduate himself he had learnt his
Marxism at the feet of Dr. N.M. Perera
and indeed when Amirthalingam and Siva
led the Opposition from 1977 their criti-
cisms of the UNP Budgets presented by
Amrithalingam’s fellow university mate
Ronnie de Mel were from a consistently
socialist perspective.

After leaving the Communist Party
Siva joined not the Federal Party but the
All Ceylon Tamil Congress of G.G.
Ponnambalam whose platform was the
just rights of the Tamil people within a
unitary state as opposed to the advocacy
of a federal unit for the Tamil areas. This
might have placed him in something of
an accommodationist position vis-a-vis
the more militant FP but perhaps it was
also a measure of a more practical na-
ture.

This brought its own rewards such as
the time when during the 1965-68 period
of the National Government between the
UNP and the FP and ACTG he was made
Deputy Speaker (a position which he oc-
cupied with great acceptability) but when

the chips were down and the Tamil strug-
gle took on a militant edge Siva had no
doubt in his mind about where he stood.
He left the ACTC and joined the TULF
at its formation even as the Government
of Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike
in 1970, with both Ponnambalam and
Sivasithamparam out of Parliament, put
up a caricature of an ACTC for public
consumption.

Siva really came into his own in the
1977 Parliament when the TULF led a
depleted Opposition. He was the able sec-
ond in-command to the Leader of the Op-
position A. Amirthalingam. With his tow-
ering six foot appearance, his barrel chest
and parade commander’s voice he was
perhaps that Parliament’s most formida-
ble speaker. He did not go in for flowery
oratory and his diction was simple but as
a criminal lawyer of long experience he
had the forensic skill of going directly to
the heart of an argument and destroying
it. The speech he made debunking the
claims made by the then Industries Min-
ister, an arch TULF-baiter, Cyril Mathew
that Tamil examiners were favouring
Tamil AL students will remain for a long
time as a2 model of parliamentary oratory.

If Amrithalingam had a fiery tongue
and a short temper (although this never
lasted long and he was most handsome
in his apologies) Siva never lost his cool.
He was always calm and his most formi-
dable weapon was his irrefutable logic.
But this did not mean that he lacked in-
dignation for the cause of his people.
When driven to indignation he was an
antagonist to be feared and the turning
point came when the security forces in
one of their many retrospectively futile
operations of the time which did so much
to rouse Tamil resentment arbitrarily shot
and killed a young man sleeping on the
verandah of his office.

Having watched the debates of that
Parliament I can see it as the long un-
folding of a tragedy which could not be
avoided. Days before July 22, 1983, the
MP for Chavakachcheri V.N.
Navaratnam, bearded and sombre, had
bid good bye to the House saying that he
had outlived his mandate which had any-
way been nullified by the Referendum of
1982. The shadows were lengthening on
the playing fields and pleasure gardens
of Colombo. Came Black July and Siva
was in Mannar attending the annual
TULF conference as were other princi-
pal Tamil leaders. His home at Norris
Canal Road was attacked and his wife and
family had to scale a wall to safety be-
fore the house was reduced to rubble.

The last years of his life Siva led in
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Chennai and in Colombo fighting a long ill-
ness but not giving up until last Wednes-
day morning when he passed away at the
National Hospital close to his burnt out
former home. His state of ill health was
worsened by the injuries he suffered when
the LTTE opened fire on three of them kill-
ing Messrs. Amirthalingam and V.
Yogeswaran in 1989 leaving Siva as the
only forlorn survivor. Although not in the
best of health by any means he returned
from India at the behest of his party to take
up its sole National List seat in Parliament
after last December’s election.

It was perhaps paradoxical that the man
the LTTE tried to kill was returning as MP
of the Tamil National Alliance which had
recognised the LTTE’s primacy over Tamil
politics but that too is part of the irrefuta-
ble logic of contemporary Tamil politics, a
paradox which Siva I am sure would have
relished.

It is easy to point the finger of accusa-
tion at Parliamentarians of the generation
of Sivasithamparam as letting down the
Tamil youth but then aren’t the Sinhala lead-
ership which offered them the illusion and
carrot of a supposedly honourable solution
from Independence onwards equally to
blame? In his time Siva may have moved
from Communism to Tamil nationalism and

even Tamil militancy but by their very edu-
cation and conditioning this was a liberal
leadership which was ready to come to a
honourable accommodation within the
framework of united although not necessar-
ily unitary polity.

For M. Sivasithamparam it has been a

long and perhaps painful personal and po-
litical Odyssey but if the passing of this last
towering figure of the democratic move-
ment in Tamil Politics does not strengthen

_ our resolve to end this wasteful conflict all

of us are bound to be irrevocably impov-
erished.
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project such as a Sports Stadium.

“Tamil Schools Sports Association (UK)

The Tamil Schools Sports Association (UK) in its tenth year after
inauguration had its Annual Soccer Tournament on Bank Holiday
Monday, 6th May 2002. The Champions in each of the groups were.

This association which was inaugurated with ten Old Students Asso-
ciations affiliated to it, has grown by leaps and bounds and has forty five
of them taking part in tournaments organised by it. It has laid aside in a
separate fund a part of the annual profits to be utilised for sports facilities
to benefit students in the Tamil areas of Sri Lanka and has around £ 13,000
wn of peace in Sri Lanka, it should be
ke a positive contribution towards a

in this fund. In the context of the da
possible for the association to ma

The Association had at its last Annual General Meeting re-elected Mr. S. Ratnajothy
asits President. . The other office-bearers are Vice Presidents: Mr. V. Santhalingam,
Mrs S. Selvarajah & Mr. A. Thiruketheeswaran Secretary: Mr. N Sri Gengatharan
Asst. Secretary: Mrs G. Vijayadeva Tresurer: Mr. K.S.Satkunaseelan Asst. Treas-
urer: Mr. M. Suthakaran Committee Members: Mr. E. Gunaratnam, Mr. K. Kugathas,
Dr. W.T.Maheswaran, Mr. S. Mylvaganam, Mrs. S. Thambipillai, Dr. A. L. Vasantha-
kumar & Mr. T. Vijayaratnam Co-opted Member: Mr. 1. Manoharakumar.

Under 14: St. Patrick's College
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Ranil Rejects Homeland Concept:May 1 - Sri Lan-

ka’s Prime Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe said that a
system of devolution of power must be found at the
negotiating table without dividing the country and
without accepting the concept of a traditional Tamil
homeland. He was addressing the first May Day rally
of the United National Front (UNF ) government held
in Colombo Municipal Council grounds.
Mr.Wickremasinghe said the UNF has received a mas-
sive mandate from the people at the last general elec-
tion to achieve peace without dividing the country, ¢
am committed to achieve peace in this country with
the support of all communities,” he said.

“Now only a cease-fire agreement is in force. All
other matters related to finding a political solution to
the ethnic conflict should be discussed at the negoti-
ating table in direct talks with the LTTE,” said the
Prime Minister. He further said that the island’s eth-

cluding attacks on Journalists, musicians and on op-
position supporters.

At least 10 PSD men have already been arrested
while other are to be questioned and arrested shortly,
CID sources said. Three PSD men were arrested on3
May for the alleged attack on singing duo Rukantha
and Chandraleka who have been actively supporting
the ruling United National Front (UNF) government.
The three men have been remanded.

An ex-driver of President Kumaratunga was also
arrested for his involvement in the attack which had
taken place in January 2000.

Former PSD chief’s passport impounded: May § -
The passport of former heavyweight for the Presiden-
tial Security Division, Nihal Karunaratne was im-
pounded today by the Gangodawila Magistrates court.

Karunaratne submitted an anticipatory bail ap-

nic conflict cannot be solved without international sup-
port and that his government would seek the advice of the Maha Sangha in
this regard.

LTTE Convoy Did Not Breach Truce: May 2 - The Norwegian headed Sri
Lanka Monitoring Mission stated that it did not consider the sailing of a Sea
Tiger convoy which was intercepted and challenged by Sri Lankan navy gun-
boats near Trincomalee seas the previous week as a breach of the indefinite
ceasefire agreement. The head of the SLMM, General Tronde F uruhovde, in a
letter to the LTTEheadquarters in Kilinochchi regretted over the incident, ac-
knowledging it was a mistake by the SLMM for not communicating in writing
to the Sri Lankan naval authorities about the planned movement of the Sea
Tiger boats in the eastern waters. General Furuhovde revealed that the matter
had been passed orally and there had been confusion in communications.

The LTTE leadership had expressed its deep displeasure over the inci-
dent since a major confrontation could have resulted from the tense situation
created when the Sri Lankan naval flotilla challenged the Sea Tiger convoy in
which some of the top LTTE leaders were travelling.

130,000 Sri Lankans in UAE;: May 3 - There are about 130,000 Sri Lankan
expatriates in the UAE, Susantha Fernando, the Chairman of the Sri Lankan
Bureau of Foreign Employment, said speaking at the First Sri Lankan Human
Resource Solutions Forum, held at the Hyatt Regency.

Explaining the need to highlight the professionalism and the expertise
present in the Sri Lankan manpower, Fernando said, “The subject of labour
migration has been widely discussed in the world today. A total of 183,000 Sri
Lankan men departed from their country in 2001. The most significant aspect
is the percentage of females in this migration, 65 per cent, of which 90 per
cent went to the Middle East.

“The new Sri Lankan government is now placing a lot of emphasis on the
welfare of the Sri Lankan workers employed overseas. Due recognition is given
to the employment policy which has been outlined for the first time. This is
because our workers yielded in excess of $1 billion, equivalent to 100 billion
Sri Lankan rupees.

Considering this the government is launching a separate lounge at the
International airport for migrant workers. We have also outlined an orienta-
tion programme which began on May 1,” Mr Fernando said.

Demining Agreement with US: May 3 - The United States and Sri Lanka -
signed an agreement on 3 May for U.S. experts to find and destroy land mines
in Sri Lanka’s war-ravaged northern Jaffna Peninsula.

An American team of 26 specialists and four mine-detecting dogs are
already in Jaffna to clear mines. Friday’s military cooperation agreement for-
malizes the United States’ mission, and provides for more de-mining experts
to come in. It was not immediately known how many more will come, or when,
The agreement was signed by U.S Ambassador Ashley Wills and Sri Lankan
Defense Secretary Austin Fernando,

Fernando said the peninsula’s roads and farmlands are riddled with an
estimated 700,000 mines planted by government forces and the Tamil Tigers,
who have been fighting since 1983 for a separate state.

Wills offered more U.S. assistance to remove mines from other parts of
the northern and eastern war zone. But he added: “For that, we have to be
certain that there will be no fighting and no mines will be buried again.”

More PSD Men Face Arrest: May 6 - The Criminal Investigations Depart-
ment (CID) has stepped up its probe against members of the Presidential Se-
curity Division (PSD) over their alleged criminal activities during the previ-
ous regime of the People’s Alliance (PA) government.

Reports said that more than 25 Presidential guards of President Chandrika
Kumaratunga are to be arrested in connection with a series of incidents in-

plication to court in connection with his involvement
in the alleged assault on Editor, Lasantha Wickrematunge and his wife Raine,
in 1995. Police have arrested five suspects in connection with this case so far.
Two, were identified by Lasantha on April 29, this year.

The evidence so far has implicated SP Nihal Karunaratne who according
to the confessions made to police had allegedly organized and planned the
assault.

The Criminal Investigations Department did not object to the bail appli-
cation but demanded that Karunaratne report to the CID headquarters on the
last-Sunday of every month.

UN Condemns Use of Child Combatants: May 9 - United Nations security
council yesterday condemned the targeting and use of children in armed con-
flict, calling for an immediate halt to such practices and for a special measure
to protect children and include them, particularly girls, in peace processes.

A press release by the UN on the speech made at a special meeting on the
issue by the Secretary General Annan said, “The use of child soldiers is far
more than a humanitarian concern. Its impact lasts far beyond the time of
actual fighting and the scope of the problem vastly exceeds the number of
children directly involved. Annan warned that the physical and psychological
effects on the children involved are long term and devastating, calling on par-
ties to conflict demobilize child soldiers. rehabilitate them and reintegrate
them.into society. Annan warned warring factions that they will be held re-
sponsible for using child combatants, adding that he will draw up a list of
parties involved in such practices, to accept the use of child soldiers in con-
flict is to accept the destruction of our future, one child at a time, he said. We
must reclaim them, everyone one of them.

Over 1000 Detainees freed in 2 months: May 9: The United National Front
government, following ceasefire truce between it and the LTTE, in the past
two months released over 1,000 Tamil Tiger suspects alleged to be connected
with terrorist acts. The suspects are those arrested held under the Prevention
of Terrorism Act. )

The suspects released include those held in connection with the bombing
of the Bandaranaike International airport of Sri Lanka, last September which
then brought the country’s tourism to a total standstill.

According to the ICRC only around 700 more prisoners remain in gov-
ernment custody. ICRC sources in Sri Lanka said that the UNF Government
had informed them that more Tamil suspects will be released shortly.

Meanwhile Minister of Muslim Affairs Rauf Hakeem, who had intervened
and stopped a hunger strike among prisoners in the Batticaloa prison had ap-
pealed to Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe to look into the expedition of
the cases against Tamil suspects. This appeal is a follow up to the ‘pledge’
given by Hakeem to LTTE war supremo, Vellupillai Prabhakaran when he met
him in the Vanni.

TNA delegation meet Thamilchelvan: May 11 - The Liberation Tigers reques-
ted the Tamil National Alliance to bring sustained pressure the Sri Lankan
government for the speedy implementation of the permanent cease-fire which
came into effect on February 23. A four-member delegation of the TNA met
the head of the LTTE’s Political Section, Mr. §. P, Thamilchelvan on 11 May
morning at the movement’s Killinochchi headquarters.

The TNA delegation comprised parliamentarians Mr.R.Sampanthan
(TULF), Mr.A Vinayagamoorthy (ACTC), Mr.Selvam Adaikalanathan (TELO)
and Mr. Sivasakthi Anandan (EPRLF-Suresh wing).

The talks between the LTTE and TNA centered on the shortcomings in
implementing the cease-fire agreement, continuous detention of Tamil politi-
cal prisoners under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) and Emergency
Regulations (ER) and the poor living conditions of the displaced people re-
turning from the Vanni region to their own villages in other parts of the north-
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zast due to lack of government financial support, according to a TNA spokes-
<an

Mr. Thamilchelvan also stressed that the peace talks with the government
aill begin only after the ban on the LTTE is lifted. The LTTE had pointed out
1t the discussion that the terms of the cease-fire agreement had not been ex-
siained to the Tamil community. The LTTE requested the TNA to undertake
“ne responsibility of informing the Tamil public about the agreement, and ex-
slaining to the majority community the problems faced by the Tamils.

LTTE Protests Against Surveillance Flights: May 13 - In the wake of a se-
ries of low-level flights over the Vanni by Sri Lanka Air Force surveillance
aircraft which have raised fears amongst residents, the Liberation Tigers lodged
a formal protest with the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM). The caus-
ing of panic amongst civilians by the Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) is “a
aegation of the confidence building exercise undertaken by the government of
Sri Lanka,” the LTTE said in letter to the SLMM.

Writing to General Trond Furuhovde, head of the SLMM, Mr. S, P.
Tamilchelvan, Head of the LTTE’s Political Section said: “You are aware that
:he LTTE has already brought to the attention of the SLMM the flight of
_nmanned Reconnaissance Aircraft over civilian areas in Mullaitivu and
Kilinochchi districts.”

The aircraft are cruising over towns and villages at low altitudes causing

anxiety and panic among civilians and school children, the letter said. “Dur-
ing war times these flights were not only confined to surveillance on land but
always preceded aerial bombardment. As such the Tamil civilian population is
deeply worried over the intention behind this unwarranted action,” the letter
said. “This aerial surveillance constitutes a violation of the spirit of the truce
agreement, Furthermore, such action is tantamount to a negation of the confi-
dence building exercise undertaken by the government of Sri Lanka. We, there-
fore urge you to use your good offices and prevail upon the government to
desist from this provocative action to’ stabilise the conditions of peace and
normalcy in Tamil areas,” the letter to the SLMM chief said.

Deal with LTTE only with people’s consent: May 13 - Seeking to In an obvi-
ous bid to allay Sinhalese fears over a proposed LTTE-run “interim adminis-
wation” in northeast Sri Lanka, Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe has
said that his Government would first seek Parliament’s approval for it. Deny-
‘ng that he had given an assurance to the LTTE that an interim administration
under the rebels will be established soon in the island’s north and east, the PM
said, “We will ask the LTTE to place the topic of an interim administration in
its agenda for talks. Other than that, we have not given them promises on
anything.”

Mr. Wickremesinghe, who was addressing Buddhist monks in the south-
ern town of Matara, said he could not enter into a deal with the LTTE by
himself and that it would first have to go through Parliament and have to be
ratified by the people.

He made these remarks a day after a protgst by hundreds of Buddhist
monks in the capital against the proposed interim administration on the grounds
that it would lead to division of the country. The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP) also has been agitating against the proposal.

Mr. Wickremesinghe said that no deal had been struck with the LTTE on
the proposal and that it would be discussed only at the peace talks to be held in
Bangkok. He reiterated that there was no move by the Government to accept
the LTTE demand for a Tamil homeland. “We are only prepared to accept a
one homeland concept for everybody in this country,” he said.

Stressing that the efforts taken by his Government represented the last
chance for peace, he said that the LTTE had finally been brought into the
framework of a peace process and that it was crucial to keep it there,

ICRC on Child Soldiers: May 15 - Isabelle Barras, Head of the International
Committee of Red Crosssaid that the ICRC have received appeals from par-
ents whose children have been recruited and they have made interventions to
the LTTE regarding those appeals and the ICRC had few successes in obtain-
ing the release of few of those children. She added, “The issue of child sol-
diers is a matter of grave concern to us. Under International Humanitarian
Law the recruitment of children below 15 is expressly forbidden. Moreover
between 16 and 18, children already recruited should not be sent to the battle-
field in priority. Given that the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child came into force last February, the ICRC is currently con-
sidering the possibility to change its basis of intervention accordingly.”

When informed that the LTTE leader Vellupillai Prabhakaran denied dur-
ing his press conference in April that the LTTE use child soldiers, Barras
said, “Only comment

I can make is that we do have some cases we are dealing with currently.
We have submitted some cases to the attention of the LTTE and we foliow up
on those cases.”
LTTE’s deadline for adult movies: May 13 - The political wing of the LTTE
has announced in Jaffna that the public and owners of video rentals and video

theaters should hand over any adult videos they posess tohe LTTE’s political
offices before the 15th of this month. Last month, the LTTE’s political offic-
ers, and Mr. Puthuvai Rathinathurai in particular, asked public to voluntarily
hand over such material to the LTTE before the beginning of this month.

“These materials pose a threat to our society and should be completely
banned,” said Mr. Rathinathurai. Now, at a meeting held at the MPCS build-
ing in Jaffna, the LTTE has announced that these materials must be handed
over to them and “legal action” would be taken against those who do not com-
ply. No specific action has been mentioned however.

India Extends Ban on LTTE extended: May (4 - The Central Government
today extended the ban on the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam for a further
period of two years under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. The ear-
lier ban was scheduled to come to an end today. Announcing the decision, the
Government said the LTTE’s unlawful activities on the Indian soil as well its
contacts and liaison with other extremist groups had been a matter of grave
concern.

Sympathy for the Tamil Eelam concept still remained and forces were
still at work to further the cause of a “separate Tamil Nadu”, through seces-
sion from India and for this they drew inspiration and sustenance from the
LTTE.

In view of the sensitivity of the matter and keeping in view that the LTTE
had systematically infiltrated into Tamil Nadu, the Centre and the Tamil Nadu
Government felt that circumstances existed which rendered it necessary to
declare the LTTE as unlawful.

The Tamil Nadu Government had sent a proposal to the Centre for ban-
ning the organisation for a further period of two years, an official press release
said.

The extension of the ban on the LTTE by India for two more years is a
“meaningless and wrong move”, S.P. Thamilchelvan, the leader of the LTTE’s
political wing, told the BBC’s ‘Tamilosai’ radio station. “There is no reason
for India to ban the Tigers and | consider it a wrong move,” he said. However,
he was confident that India would support their cause some day and “help the
Tamil people fulfill their aspirations.”

TULF wants ban on LTTE lifted: May 17. The Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF), main constituent of the Tamil National Alliance (TNA), has urged
the Sri Lankan Government to lift the ban on the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) immediately and pave the way for peace talks.

In a statement on 16 May the TULF president and Member of Parliament,
M. Sivasithamparam, said it was the “immediate step”™ the Government had
to take. “The government is making all arrangements for talks with the LTTE.
Various Ministers are making statements. The most important matter about
the talks is the lifting of the ban on the LTTE.”

“The LTTE has made it clear that it will not come for talks unless the ban
is lifted. This is a very reasonable request because the LTTE is going to speak
on behalf of the Tamil people as the sole representative. The LTTE cannot be
expected to participate in the talks except on the basis of equality,” Mr.
Sivasithamparam said.

LTTE casts doubts on talks: May 15 ~ The LTTE has raised doubts over
holding peace talks in Thailand after accusing Colombo of succumbing to
pressure from Sinhalese ultra nationalists.

The London-based weekly the Tamil Guardian, generally assumed to re-
flect LTTE’s views, accusing Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe of slow-
ing down the incipient peace process has argued against entering early face-
to-face negotiations with the Sri Lankan government.

“With direct talks between the Liberation Tigers and the Sri Lankan gov-.
ernment dependent on the full implementation of the ceasefire and the de-
proscription of the LTTE, negotiations are clearly not anticipated in the imme-
diate future,” the paper said prompting doubts whether the talks would com-
mence in June as expected earlier.

The paper also accused the Sri Lankan Army of jeopardising the truce by
extending its security network and imposing new restrictions on the move-
ment of civilians in the embattled northern and eastern regions.

“The goodwill the newly elected government (of Wickremesinghe) se-
cured amongst the Tamil community by lifting the embargo and entering into
a permanent ceasefire with the LTTE is gradually being eroded by the Sri
Lankan military’s conduct,” said the paper in its editorial..

The navy was also harassing fishermen and had imposed new restrictions
on their movement, the paper charged while the air force was adopting “an
increasingly hostile attitude to the Norwegian peace initiative” and had began
extensive low-level surveillance in the rebel-held Wanni region.

Opposition Protest Campaign: May 16 - More than five thousand protestors
this afternoon thronged the Virodhaya (oppose) campaign by Sri Lanka’s main
opposition alliance against the ruling United National Front’s policy on peace
talks, the economy and style of governance at Nugegoda Junction, a busy in-




40 TAMIL TIMES

15 MAY - JUNE 2002

tersection in greater Colombo. The Virodhaya campaign, scheduled to be held
in all the Sinhala majority districts of the island in the next hundred days,
crticises moves for peace talks between the Premier Wickremesinghe's gov-
ernment and the Liberation Tigers as a “move to divide the country.”

Opposition leader, Mr. Mahinda Rajapksha, led the demonstration. Rush
hour traffic was jammed for more than an hour at two of the busiest intersec-
tions in outer Colombo this afternoon, as the Virodhaya demonstrators marched
from Nugegoda Junction to Kohuwela Junction.

People’s Alliance strongmen Mr. Anura Bandaranaike and Mangala
Samaraweera and coalition partners Ms. Ferial Asharaff (National United Al-
liance) and Mr. Dinesh Gunawardena (Mahajana Eksath Peramuna) took part
in the demonstrations. Chief Minister of the Western Provincial Council Mr.
Reginald Cooray and many opposition trade union leaders too were in the
protest. The leftwing coalition members of the PA, the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party and the Communist party boycotted the protest.

“The United National Front government has not fulfilled its election prom-
ises but it has laid down the path to hand over the northeast province to the
Liberation Tigers,” said a former minister and Kandy district parliamentarian
Mr. Sarath Amunugama addressing the rally.

Mr.Mahinda Rajapakse, leader of the opposition said that the demonstra-
tion showed that that the PA had the ability to stand on its feet without relying
on others, in an obvious reference to the JVP. “The PA has decided to launch
this anti-government tampaign throughout the island to muster the support of
the masses against government’s repression, betrayal of the country, privati-
zation of public properties and retrenchment of workers,” said Mr.Mahinda
Rajapakse.

Sea Encounter averted: May 19 - Another deep sea encounter between Ti-
gers and the Sri Lanka navy was averted at the 11th hour. This time, it was
over a flotilla carrying over 200 armed cadres of the LTTE on boats equipped
with heavy guns. The Tigers wanted to move from the Sea Tiger base in Chalai
(north of Mullaitiva) to Vakarai (north of Batticaloa).

A navy flotilla which observed preparations for the move radioed the
guerrilla boats advising them against it. They were warned of a possible con-
frontation and the Tigers backed down.

The Norwegian-led monitoring committee, which had on an earlier occa-
sion admitted to committing what they called a “terrible mistake” by not in-
forming Colombo of LTTE requests for troop and supplies movements by sea,
this time had passed down the request from the LTTE to the government peace
secretariat for permission. The secretariat had informed the Norwegians that
the request was a violation of section 1.7 of the MoU and urged the monitors
to restrain the LTTE from this exercise.The Tigers informed the Norwegian
monitors that they were proceeding nevertheless. The secretariat asked the
Norwegians to inform the LTTE that the navy would be instructed to intercept
the LTTE movement.

Following this stand-off, the LTTE cancelled its movement of cadres and
supplies to avoid a confrontation with the navy.

Ranil wants Global Ban on LTTE to Remain; May 18 - Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe has said that his government was not in favor of interna-
tional bans on the LTTE being lifted once the organization was deproscribed
in Sri Lanka. Although the Sri Lankan government is likely to lift the ban on
the Tigers to enable negotiations between it and the LTTE to commence, the
Prime Minister told a local television, “We are concerned that the interna-
tional bans would also be lifted, we don’t want them to be lifted.”

Wickremesinghe said the United States and India had maintained that
local deproscription of the LTTE would not have any effect on the bans in
their countries. He will seek support from India, Britain and the European
Union (EU) in this regard when he meets British Prime Minister Tony Blair,
EU President Romano Prodi and Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
during his visits within the next three weeks.

The LTTE remains banned U.S., Britain, Canada, Australia and

India.which has recently decided to extend the ban for another two years.

Sri Lankans caught in narcotics bust: May 19 - Indian anti-narcotics agents
have arrested a Canadian, five Indians and five Sri Lankans in an operation
linked to the largest-ever seizure of heroin in Tamil Nadu, the Press Trust of
India reported.

The Nareotics Control Bureau said a total of 55 kilograms of refined heroin
was seized in the previous three days from the suspects and their local con-
tacts and added the cache was worth 550 million rupees on the international
market.

The bureau said a Sri Lankan-born Canadian was held earlier on 19 May
as part of the ongoing crackdown in the coastal state. The federal agency did
not disclose the Canadian’s identity but said he was arrested at the interna-
tional airport in the state capital Madras while trying to fly out with five kilo-
grams of high-grade heroin.

The drug bust is the largest ever in the state of Tamil Nadu, which is

separated from Sri Lanka by a narrow strip of sea. Last month a Sri Lankan
national was arrested after graded heroin worth 500 million rupees was seized
in Madras city.

The bureau fears that narcotics trafficking in Tamil Nadu could be aimed
at financing terrorist operations in Sri Lanka.

In the past year the federal agency has recovered as much as 185 kilo-
grams of heroin in 12 separate seizures, and in most cases Sri Lankan nation-
als were involved.

“Last chance for peace”: May 20 — “This is the last chance for peace. The Sri
Lankan government should firmly grasp this opportunity and make the most
of it to settle the conflict. We, the Liberation Tigers, are resolutely committed
to peace. But if the peace talks were to be scuttled and fighting breaks out
again, it would be the last war. This is why we reiterate that a peaceful nego-
tiated settlement to the conflict can help us all live in peace,” said Mr. S.
Karikalan, the first senior leader of the Liberation Tigers to enter a Sri Lanka
army held area in the northeast province of the island after the signing of the
ceasefire agreement between Colombo and the LTTE on 24 February 2002,
addressing a meeting 20 May morning in Chenkalady, 16 kilometres north of
Batticaloa.

Mr Karikalan entered the SLA held Chenkalady town through the Black
Bridge around 9.30 a.m. accompanied by Ms. Bhanuka, the leader of the Wom-
en’s section of the LTTE’s political division for Batticaloa and Ampara,
‘Reggie’, the military commander of the Aandaankulam Sector (Batticaloa
North) and Mr. Nizam, the officer in charge of the LTTE’s economic develop-
ment organisation for Batticaloa and Ampara.

Mr. Karikalan was welcomed by the people of the town, Mr. Gnanamuttu
Krishnapillai, Tamil National Alliance MP for Batticaloa, NGO representa-
tives, government officials and local community leaders.

Speaking further Mr.Karikalan said: “Our people have endured immense
deprivation, death and destruction in the war waged on us by the Sri Lankan
state. But our leader will never compromise our rights for concessions from
the Sri Lankan state. He will always remain committed to the struggle for
achieving the legitimate rights of the Tamil people. Our national leader is not
only adept in the art of war but he is also skilled in the methods democratic
struggle. He has clearly shown that it is possible to find a solution to the con-
flict through peaceful means too. We are calling on all youth over 18 to join us
for political work. You stood by us in the liberation struggle. We have come to
work among the Tamil people and to serve them politically.”

Govt-LTTE direct discussions: May 22 - The Sri Lankan Prime Minister’s
office said that the discussions that took place on May 21 between officials
from the Peace Secretariat of thje Government and the Liberation Tigers were
constructive and held in a cordial atmosphere.

The discussions between the head of the LTTE’s Political Section, Mr. S.
P. Thamilchelvan, and the government team led by Mr. Bernard Goonatilake,
Director General of the Peace Secretariat, centred on issues relating to the
operation of A9 Kandy-Jaffna route, repairs to the road with Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) funds, political activities of LTTE cadres and the freeing of
places of worship, public buildings and schools now occupied by the Sri Lanka
Army and police, according to a press release issued by the Prime Minister’s
office on 22 May. )

Mr. Thamilchelvan had said during the discussion that the results of the
local government elections held on 20 May, in which the governing party ob-
tained a crushing victory over the opposition, were a demonstration of the
support of the people in the south for the peace process.

Mr. Goonatilake assured LTTE officials during the discussion that the
government would continue to do its utmost to achieve lasting peace. Mr.
Thamilchelvan reciprocated by assuring the government of the LTTE’s con-
tinued support for the peace process, the press release from the PM’s office
further stated.

The government team was accompanied by Norwegian diplomat Mr. Tho-
mas Strangeland and was flown to the LTTE’s political headquarters at
Killinochchi Tuesday morning by a Sri Lanka Air Force helicopter.

Return of displaced people: May 23 - More than 71,000 internally displaced
persons (IDPS) have returned to their homes since the beginning of the year in
Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Mullativu, Mannar, Vauniya, and Trincomalee and
Batticaloa districts. According to information provided by the government and
cross-checked by UNHCR field offices, more than 35,000 returnees in Jaffna
district account for nearly half the total.

According to an UNHCR report it has-clearly increased since the Feb 23
cease-fire agreement. The report says that, although the UNHCR continues to
maintain that conditions in Sri Lanka are not yet conducive to promote or
facilitate large-scale,

organized 1DP return or repatriation of refugees from India the agency is
monitoring the situation of spontaneous returns to ensure that they occur vol-
untarily.
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Further delay in talks likely: May 23 - After having almost three hours of
discussions with Norway’s Deputy Foreign Minister Vidar Helgesen, peace
envoy Erik Solheim and Kjirste Tromsdal of the Norwegian Foreign Ministry
at his home in London on 22 May, Anton Balasingham, LTTE s chief negotia-
tor, indicated that direct peace talks with the government could be delayed due
to a cease-fire agreement not being fully implemented. “We are disappointed
with the lack of progress in implementing the truce, this could cause delays in
holding the Thailand talks,” Balasingham was quoted as informing the Nor-
wegians who have been trying to get the government and the LTTE round the
negotiating table.

“I’s 90 days since the agreement was signed but normalcy has yet to
dawn in the northern peninsula,” Balasingham said. His main charge was that
Sri Lankan armed forces had not vacated from places of worship and public
buildings in line with the Ceasefire Agreement. Balasingham also stressed the
need to lift the ban on the Tamil Tigers ahead of talks, a demand the Sri Lankan
government has said it is considering.

The government on the same day announced, however, that all but three
temples in the northern war zone had been evacuated by the troops. A senior
Defence Ministry official attributed the delay to problems of finding alterna-
tive accommodation for the troops.

*We are trying to get temporary structures because we have confidence in
the peace process. We do not need permanent structures,” Defence Secretary
Mr. Austin Fernando said.

Quoting sources in the Defence Ministry, reports say that besides finding
accommodation for the troops, the Government was also concerned that the
redeployment must not affect its contro! over Jaffna peninsula.

Thondaman visits Jaffna: May 23 - Estate Infrastructure and Housing Min-
ister Mr,Arumugam Thondaman arrived in Jaffna via the Kandy-Jaffna Road
(A9) on a two-day official visit. He held a conference with Government offi-
cials at the Jaffna Secretariat and was told that more than five thousand houses
in the Maruthankerni division and Thenmaradchchi area alone had been de-
stroyed and damaged due to military operations by the Sri Lanka Army.

The Jaffna Government Agent appealed to the Minister that the Govern-
ment should take immediate steps to provide financial assistance to the house
owners to rebuild their dwellings. The Additional Government Agent Ms.
Pathiniammal Thilakanayagam Paul brought to the notice of the minister that
the entire Valikamam area surrounding the Palali main army camp and airbase
has become no-man’s land with the mass displacement of people since 1986
due to military operations by the SLA. The AGA also stressed that the dis-
placed should be resettled in the villages in the Valikamam area and they should
be provided with necessary assistance to rebuild their houses.

Minister Thondaman replied that the government is “dedicated” to the
development of the war ravaged Jaffna peninsula. However, “people cannot
expect any development within a short period.”

The Minister also visited Chavakachcherii, Navatkuli and several other
adjoining villages where a large number of houses had been razed to the ground
due to military operations by the SLA. He donated roofing materials to poor
people who had lost houses in the war.

Fishing restrictions relaxed: May 23 - The Sri Lankan government has is-
sued a gazette notification under the Prevention of Terrorism Act specifying
areas in the Northeast that have been restricted for fishing. The government
will appoint a Competent Authority in charge of the newly demarcated re-
stricted areas under this gazette notification.

Schedule: Areas of the North and East, which comprise the Restricted Zone
The “restricted areas” shall comprise the areas along the coast line of the
dministrative districts of Trincomalee, Mullaitivu, Jaffna, Killinochchi, Mannar
and the adjacent Territorial sea, as are identified by the Co-ordinates set out
below and as depicted in the map attached hereto: - Approaches to Trincomalee
harbour; Approaches to Kankesanthurai harbour; From Kokuthoduvai to Eliza-
beth point; From Manalkadu to Mandaitivu; Talaimannar Island.

According to the ceasefire agreement which came into effect on February
23 (and is referred to as D-day), “a gradual easing of the fishing restrictions
shall take place starting from D-day.”

According to the agreement, “As of D-day + 90, all restrictions on day
and night fishing shall be removed, subject to the following exceptions: (i)
fishing will not be permitted, within an area of 1 nautical mile on either side
along the coast and 2 nautical miles seawards from all security forces camps
on the coast; (ii) fishing will not be permitted in harbours or approaches to
harbours, bays and estuaries along the coast.”

LTTE gets unrestricted access: May 24 - An unlimited number of LTTE mem-
bers would be free to enter government-controlled areas of northern and east-
ern Sri Lanka from today for political work. The move comes under terms ofa
truce that has completed 90 days of near-successful compliance by both sides.

The ceasefire accord signed by Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe

and LTTE leader V Prabhakaran came into effect on February 23, and Tiger
cadres have been allowed in restricted numbers to indulge in political activity
in government-held towns and villages.

According to defence officials, LTTE members would be allowed with-
out the need for prior permission into government territory. The only condi-
tion is that they should not carry arms or wear their military uniforms.

The LTTE has set up political offices in several towns already, and has
also been recruiting volunteers for political work, which essentially involves
organizing and addressing public meetings and mobilizing the Tamil popula-
tion for propagana and protest rallies.

Amounting to a de facto removal of the 1998 ban on the LTTE, the extent
of its overt political activity has rendered an official decision on de-proscrip-
tion a mere formality.

Ratwatte released on bail: May 24 - The Court of Appeal ordered the release
of the main suspect in the Udathalawinne massacre case, former Deputy Defense
Minister General Anuruddha Ratwatte on conditional bail. General Ratwatte
has been banned by the court from travelling abroad. He was asked to surren-
der his passport at the Teldeniya magistrate’s court.

The Court of Appeal made the release order when the Attorney General
did not object the bail application filed on behalf of General Ratwatte which
came up for inquiry 24 May. General Ratwatte was ordered to furnish cash
bail of Rs 25,000 rupees with two sureties. The Court further ordered General
Ratwatte to appear before the Criminal Investigation Department every sec-
ond Saturday of the month.

General Ratwatte and his two sons Lohan and Chanuka were arrested
along with several soldiers of the SLA in connection with the massacre of ten
Muslims at Udathalawinne in Kandy district on 5 December during the Parlia-
mentary polls last year. General Ratwatte’s two sons are still in remand.

Experts panel to aid talks: May 26 - An international panel of experts, in-
cluding some from India, will assist participants in the proposed peace talks
supposed to take place sometime in late June between the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and the LTTE in Thailand. Peace facilitator Norway is constituting a
panel of legal resource persons to function in a consultative capacity during
direct talks between the government and the LTTE, The Sunday Leader re-
ported from Colombo.

The legal experts pane! will be available to advise the parties decide the
structure of the interim regime, its powers, composition and relationship with
the Sri Lankan government. A former chief justice from Switzerland and two
constitutional experts from Canada have already agreed to serve on the re-
source persons panel, Three legal luminaries from India specialising in center-
state relations are also expected to be on the assisting panel, the newspaper
said.

The panel would be in addition to any team of experts that the parties the
government and the LTTE would bring to the talks on their own, it said.

Norway Peace Team in Colombo: May 27 - Mr. Vidar Helgessen, the Norwe-
gian Deputy Foreign Minister, accompanied by Mr. Eric Solheim arrived in
Colombo on May 25 to hold talks with the Sri Lankan leaders including the
president Mrs. Chandrika Kuranathunga.

The Norwegian officials met the Sri Lankan Ministers Prof. G. L.Peiris,
Milinda Moragoda and Tyronne Fernando. The Norwegians briefed them about
their discussions with Mr. Anton Balasingham in London the previous week.

The Ministers wanted the Norwegian officials to press LTTE to compro-
mise on certain issues and wanted the LTTE to agree on a firm date for the
talks in Thailand.

President Kumaratunga is reported to have told Vidar Helgesen that all
core issues relating to the ethnic problem of the country should be included in
the agenda for peace talks between the government and the Tamil Tigers. She
was quoted as saying that core issues were particularly relevant to the pro-
posed interim administration for the north and east. It should not be imple-
mented until the core issues were finalized.

On the question of the delay in the commencement of talks between the
parties, Vidar Helgesen said it could be a mistake to try and rush the two sides
to the negotiating table. “Time is clearly important but the most important
thing is to agree on an agenda for talks,” Helgesen tol a local television sta-
tion, “The aim is to bring the two parties to the table as soon as possible but if
you rush it and bring them to the table with no clear agenda, | think that would
be detrimental,” he said. “We are most interested in the quality of the agenda
than in the actual timing,” he added.

Helgesen answering a range of questions said that it was upto both sides
to make compromises and sacrifices to find a solution to the ethnic conflict.
However, he said he wanted to make it clear that the Norwegians did not want
1o enforce a solution, but the solution would have to be reached between the
parties involved in the conflict and the people of the country.

“We are acting only as facilitators in this process,” he said. Helgesen
added that the number of international monitors would be increased to 40 from
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20 members, but made it clear that the monitors were only involved in moni-
toring the cease-fire agreement and not trying to take action against those
violating it.Referring to the ceasefire violations reported so far, Helgesen said
that any of these incidents had no serious impact on the peace process and the
situation was much better compared to ceasefire violations in other countries.

72 migrants bound for Italy arrested: May 27 - The Sri Lankan police today
arrested 72 people, including Indian and Pakistani men, as they were trying to
leave illegally for Italy on a fishing trawler, police officials said. Some 12
Indian, 42 Pakistani and 18 Sri Lankan men were taken into custody from a
house near the southern port of Galle, 115 km south of the capital Colombo.
“They were trying to take a fishing trawler to Italy, We are also trying to find
out how Indian and Pakistani nationals got here,” a police official said.

Security has been intensified from Galle to Chilaw to prevent immigrants
from being transported illegally to Italy and other European destinations. The
police have increased the number of mobile patrol units in an attempt to pre-
vent smugglers from illegally trafficking human beings along this coastline.

The Sri Lanka Navy have also been placed on high alert following re-
ports that the southern coast from Galle to Chilaw is being regularly used by
human smugglers to secretly transport Sri Lankans abroad.

In February, four people died when a boat carrying 90 migrants headed
for ltaly capsized after hitting a boulder off Sri Lanka’s southern coast. And in
January, police arrested 179 migrants in Negombo, a coastal town 20 kilometers
(12 miles) north of Colombo.

Civilian Flights to Jaffna: May 29 - Private airlines are resuming flights to
northern Jaffna peninsula which has been battered and largely cut off from the
rest of Sri Lanka by years of warfare. All private flights to Jaffira 300 kilometers
(190 miles) north of the capital Colombo, were stopped in September 1995
amid fears Tamil Tigers might target them. A flight to Jaffna carrying 55 pas-
sengers and crew disappeared in October 1998 amid that rebels shot it down.

Private flights would be a breakthrough for Sri Lankans, mostly Tamils,
who must travel to and from Jaffna land access has long been blocked because
of the fighting. Passengers traveling to the north had to take a difficult journey
by sea, often having to wait for days to get on vessels at the eastern port city of
Trincomalee. The only flights available were arranged by Sri Lanka’s air force.

Under an agreement between the government and the LTTE, the A9 high-
way to Jaffna was opened for public traffic last month. The government also
approved commencement of private flights last month.

The airlines will initially operate only passenger flights, because cargo
facilities are inadequate at the Jaffna airport.

PLOTE accuses LTTE: May 29 - The Peoples Liberation of Tamil Eelam
(PLOTE) today lodged a complaint with the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
that many of its office buildings and other belongings have been forcibly taken
over by the LTTE in Vavuniya,

1. Mahendran, speaking on behalf of PLOTE says the LTTE have even
taken over its office at Vavuniya which housed the student wing of PLOTE.
He claims that PLOTE’s other offices at Vavuniya have also been taken over
by the Tigers by pushing the former Tamil militants out of their office build-
ings.

Banners, posters and other paraphernalia belonging to PLOTE he says,
have also been taken by the LTTE. He alleges that as a result the functioning
of the organization has been seriously hindered.

UK backs peace initiative: May 29 - UK Prime Minister Tony Blair has voiced
his full backing for the peace process in Sri Lanka in talks with his Sti Lankan
counterpart, Ranil Wickramasinghe, at Downing Street on 29 May.

A Downing Street spokesman said, “The Prime Minister stressed his strong
support for the peace process in Sri Lanka.”

After the meeting, a UK Foreign Office statement, “The United Kingdom
welcomes the considerable progress which the Sri Lankan government and
theLTTE have made towards a peaceful settlement of the conflict” and urged
the LTTE to “renounce terrorism once and for all”. “Direct talks between the
two parties would be a significant step forward and would have our full back-
ing,” the Foreign Office said.

“For peace to succeed, there must be respect for the rights of all commu-
nities, Tamils, Muslims and Sinhalese, and these rights must be protected by
law.”

The Foreign Office added: “We hope that the LTTE realises that violence
has no part to play in resolving the ethnic conflict and renounce terrorism
once and for all.

Before proscription of the LTTE can be reconsidered in the United King-
dom, the LTTE would have to demonstrate a complete and convincing renun-
ciation of terrorism.”

Lifting LTTE ban linked to date for talks: May 30 - Outlining a firm nego-
tiation strategy, Sri Lanka today said it would consider removal of ban on

LTTE only if the rebel group agreed to a date for commencement of direct
talks, and insist on inclusion of core political issues in the peace talks agenda,

“The government is prepared to give its mind to the issue (of lifting the
ban), but only in the context of a firm date for talks to commence. Some action
can be taken when there is a clear date on which talks will begin,” Cabinet
spokesman G L Peiris said.

This is the first time that the government has clearly linked the LTTE’s
demand for pre-talks legitimisation with a date for talks. Observing that “a
long and unexplained delay” in beginning talks would affect the peace proc-
ess, Mr. Peiris said, “An early commencement of talks is desirable unless there
are very strong reasons to the contrar,” adding that the Government expected
that they would begin in the last week of June or early July.

Canadian HC MeetsThamilchelvan: May 30 - The High Commissioner of
Canada in Sri Lanka, Ms. Ruth Archibald, had discussions with Mr. S. P,
Thamilchelvan on the current state of the island’s peace process at the head-
quarters of the political division of the Liberation Tigers in Kilinochchi on 29
May, according to the Voice of Tigers broadcast from the Vanni. The Cana-
dian High Commissioner conferred with Mr. Thamilchelvan also about devel-
opment priorities in the war ravaged northem region, the radio said.

Health work in the Vanni by ICRC and the Medicins Sans Frontiers (MSF)
with assistance provided by the Canadian Red Cross Society was reviewed by
Mr.Thamilchelvan and Ms. Ruth Archibald during the talks from 10 a.m. to 12
noon, according to the radio.

The Canadian HC visited the headquarters of the Tamil Rehabilitation

Organisation (TRO) in the Kilinochchi town after the meeting and had discus-
sions with officials there, the VOT said. The TRO is the main rehabilitation
and development NGO in the Vanni.
Dispute over access to islands: May 30 - “We will not enter the islands off
Jaffna in compliance with the conditions that the Sri Lanka Navy has imposed
on us now. The Navy’s action is aimed at further subverting the peace process
and creating a fear psychosis among the people of the islands,” said Mr.
Tlamparithi, the head of the political office of the Liberation Tigers in Jaffna,
responding to the 12 conditions stipulated by the Sri Lanka Navy for allowing
his colleagues to engage in political work in the islands off the northern pe-
ninsula.

“Sri Lankan officials were initially agreeable to letting us work in the
islands with few conditions. But the stringent rules they have come up with
now shows a sinister motive. Some of the conditions are quite plainly meant
to humiliate and criminalise us,” Mr. lampairithi said.

The SLN earlier declared the islands of Pungudutheevu, Nainatheevu,
Eluvaitheevu, Analaitheevu, Mandaitheevu and Karainagar as military zones
which the Tigers were prohibited from visiting under the terms of the cease-
fire accord signed in February this year. .

The LTTE raised strong objections to the SLN declaration on the grounds
that many thousands of Tamil civilians live on these islands and they need to
engage in political work among them.

Violations, not serious says SLMM: May 30 - The Norway-led Sri Lanka
Monitoring Mission overseeing the ceasefire agreement between the govern-
ment and the LTTE declared on 29 May that the ceasefire violations reported
so far were not serious enough to jeopardise the agreement.

The SLMM in a five-page statement released the figures of the complaints,
but stopped short of naming the parties responsible for the violations and de.
clared that “the parties’ compliance with the ceasefire agreement is going ex-
tremely well,”

“None of the ceasefire violations jeopardise the agreement,” it said.

Out of 197 complaints received by the mission, only 58 are violations of
the ceasefire. Though they did not name the parties responsible for the viola-
tions, the nature of the complaints gave an indication as to who was responsi-
ble for the incident. The complaints against the LTTE were about coliecting
tax, extortion of money, illegally crossing the Sri Lanka army’s main supply
route and carrying weapons while the complaints against the security forces
were about occupying schools, temple and other public property.

The highest number of complaints came from the eastern province. The
monitors said that there were 30 violations reported from the eastern Batticaloa
and 10 of them were abductions. They were yet to inquire inquire into 34 more
complaints received from Batticaloa.

‘One state, one people and one homeland’: May 31 — During his visit to
Europe, Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe said in Brussels
said that negotiations with the LTTE will be in the context of “one state and
one people, with one homeland called Sri Lanka.”

Stating that he hoped peace talks will begin by the end of June or early
July “at the latest”, he said, “I don’t say we will come up with solutions over-
night, because the final peace settlement should not be rushed.”

Praising New Delhi’s role in settling the island nation’s conflict, he said
“India is helping us a lot with our peace process. I am looking forward to
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meeting Prime Minister A B Vajpayee when I am in New Delhi from June
9t0 11.”

Repatriation of Tamil Refugees Begins: Junel - With the ceasefire between
the LTTE and the Sri Lankan Government holding for five months, the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) has begun repatriating the
Sri Lankan Tamil refugees from Tamil Nadu, but the agency cautioned that it
was yet a tentative process.

Three persons in their seventies were the first to return to Sri Lanka ear-
lier this week. They were provided air tickets by the UNHCR up to Colombo
from Chennai, and financial assistance for food, lodging and transport home.

The U.N. agency said that it had been approached by 650 of the 66,000
refugees in the Government-run refugee camps in south India for repatriation.
1t said it was looking at 85 cases on a priority basis for reasons of age, physi-
cal or mental disability and lack of family support in the camps. The three who
returned were among 15 whose cases had been fast-tracked because of their
“yulnerability”, the UNHCR said. Both the Indian and Sri Lankan authorities
had given the UNHCR permission to proceed with the repatriation.

The agency said it had agreed to assist in the repatriation despite its res-
ervations about promoting or facilitating “large-scale, organised repatriation
at this stage.” Those who had approached it were being interviewed to ascer-
tain if their desire to go back was voluntary. It had also begun the process of
assessing places to which these people want to return for safety, shelter, infra-
structure and employment opportunities. Those who are repatriated will have
their travel expenses met, and upon arrival in Sri Lanka, will be given Rs.
5,000 an adult and Rs. 2,500 a minor.

The statement noted that 50 refugees had crossed the Palk Straits from
India to Mannar on their own, and said that such spontaneous return appeared
to be continuing. The UNHCR asked local residents to advise the returnees to
report to one of its offices so that they could avail of the assistance the agency
was offering. Over 70,000 internally displaced people had also returned to
their homes in the northeast since the beginning of this year and the trend had
increased after the ceasefire accord was signed, the agency said.

“Although the UNHCR continues to maintain that conditions in Sri Lanka
are not yet conducive to promote or facilitate large-scale, organised [DP re-
turn or repatriation of refugees from India, the agency is monitoring closely
the situation of spontaneous returns to ensure they occur voluntarily, with safety
and dignity,” the statement said.

UNP keen on national government: June 2 - The ruling United National Party
has re-approached President Chandrika Kumaratunga about plans for the for-
mation of a National Government, mainly aimed at coming up with a common
position on the settling of the etnic conflict and negotions with the LTTE,
sources close the UNP leadership said.

UNP Chairman Malik Samarawickrema has discussed the issue with
Kumaratunga. The meeting took place in the wake of Prime Minister Ranil
Wickre-mesinghe’s meeting with the President on the eve of his departure to
Europe where he was drumming up support for his peace initiatives with the
LTTE.

Wickremesinghe had given the nod to an earlier suggestion by the Peo-
ple’s Alliance in a policy statement on the current peace process, where they
had called for a Joint Committee headed by both Kumaratunga and Wick-
remesinghe to map out a strategy in the Norwegian-brokered peace process.

Samarawickrema had followed up on the Joint Committee proposal, but
the arrangement for bi-partisanship on the country’s most crucial issue col-
lapsed when the name of Industrial Development Minister, chief Cabinet
Spokesman and chief Government negotiator with the LTTE (designate) Prof.
G.L. Peiris’ name was recommended to be on the Committee.

President Kumaratunga vehemently opposed having Prof. Peiris, who
served her as one-time Deputy Finance Minister and held the portfolios of
Justice, Constitutional Affairs, Ethnic Affairs, National Integration and in-
dustries in her Government, on the Committee.

Political analysts observed a common thread in the approach to the LTTE
question, when Wickremesinghe told the Development Committee of the Eu-
ropean Union last week that “core issues” will have to be discussed at the
negotiating table with the LTTE.

Kumaratunga’s spokesman Harim Peris confirmed the meeting between
the President and Samarawickrama, but downplaying the issue about the na-
tional government said the meeting was regarding the peace process.

World Bank Visits Jaffna: June 3 - The World Bank said today that the situ-
ation in Jaffna is still not suitable for starting long term development projects
in the northern peninsula. The Vice President of the Bank (South Asia Re-
gion) Mr.Mieko Nizhimisu and its Sri Lanka co-ordinator, Marianna Todorova,
visited the Kopay College of Education, the destroyed Chavakachcheri town,
and the Jaffna District Secretariat. The Bishop of Jaffna, Rt. Rev. Thomas
Soundranayagam, told the World Bank team when it called on him later in the
day that 60 percent of the houses in the peninsula have been damaged by the

war. Sri Lanka’s Minister for Economic Reforms, Mr. Milinda Moragoda ac-
companied the World Bank team. He too called on the Bishop. Mr. Moragoda,
addressing those gathered at the meeting in the Bishop House said that his
government was seeking foreign assistance for development programs.

The Bishop told the World Bank officials that they should assist the re-
development of education in the northeast province. He drew their attention to
the fact that there is a persistent and severe shortage of schoolteachers in the
province and that education has been very badly affected by the war in the
Vadamaradchi and Thenmaradchi divisions of Jaffna.

The Bank team discussed education related problems with local officials
at the Kopay College of Education. Education officials urged the World Bank
to provide assistance to reconstruct war-damaged schools in Thenmaradchi,
Pachchilaipalli and Vadamaradchi east regions of Jaffna.

President’s ex-media Advosor on arson charge: June 4 - Film star and former
presidential media advisor, Sanath Gunatilleke has been ordered to appear
before the Monaragala Magistrate his court on June 14, 2002.

Gunatilleke is being summoned in connection with the incident of arson
on film actress Anoja Weerasinghe’s home at Monaragala on January 2, 2001.

Among the suspects arrested in connection with this case is one police
constable attached to the Buttala police and three PA supporters of former PA
deputy minister and MP for Monaragala, Jagath Pushpakumara.

In January 2001, actress Anoja Weerasinghe’s home at Monaragala was
burnt. Her belongings and more importantly valuable irreplaceable reels of
film had been pulled out of their boxes and charred beyond redemption.

A driver who was working for Jagath Pushpakumara and now taken into
custody in connection with this incident has told police that he received in-
structions from Sanath Gunatilleke to burn down Anoja Weerasinghe’s home
and in particular the reels of film she kept at Monaragala,

When asked, Anoja said, Sanath is quite capable of planning and insti-
gating such a despicable act - he was never my friend, even though we have
acted in at least 15 films together. | always had deep reservations about him.”

Her statement is in stark contradiction to what Sanath has confided to
senior police officers and friends. Quizzed with regard to the incident, Sanath
says, “Anoja is my friend. I would never ever have resorted to such an act that
would harm and hurt her.”

Anoja says the bitter campaign against her began when she openly can-
vassed votes for Ranil Wickremasinghe during the presidential election of 1999.

LTTE ban to be lifted 10 days before talks: June 5 - The Sri Lankan Prime
Minister Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe today assured the a nine-member delega-
tion of MPs of the Tamil Nationa! Alliance (TNA) which met him on 5 June
that the ban on the would be lifted ten days ahead of the commencement of the
peace talks in Thailand.

After briefing about his recent European tour and the outcome of the
talks he had with the European leaders regarding the current peace effort, the
Prime Minister advised the delegation that the government was committed to
lifting the ban on LTTE in Sri Lanka and it would take place ten days ahead of
the commencement of the peace talks, although the TNA delegation insisted
the ban should be removed immediately.

Referring to the request made by the TNA to allocate more funds for the
rehabilitation and resettlement of displaced people in the war ravaged North-
east province, the Prime Minister said that he canvassed financial assistance
from aid agencies and countries during his European tour. But those agencies
and countries had intimated to him they were awaiting the commencement of
the official peace talks between the government and LTTE to take a final deci-
sion in this regard, recalling their earlier experiences in Sti Lanka. However
the Prime Minister told the TNA delegation that some financial assistance
could be obtained to implement urgent rehabilitation and resettlement projects
for the displaced.

Queen visits Hindu temple in UK: June 7 — Britain’s Queen Elizabeth 11
visited a Hindu temple on 6 June taking off her shoes and chatting to worship-
pers during the stop, as part of her effort to recognize all of Britain’s religions
during her Golden Jubilee year. The Queen plans to visit a synagogue, mosque
and Sikh temple in the next few weeks.

Celebrations of her S0 years on the throne during a four-day national
holiday that ended on 4 June were a big success, with an estimated million
people coming to London for a pop concert at Buckingham Palace and again
to watch the Queen ride through the city in an ornate golden coach. She is
touring Britain and the Commonwealth throughout the year.

The Queen removed her shoes to enter the Archway Murugan Temple in
Highgate in north London and put on a garland of yellow marigolds and pur-
ple chrysanthemums. Four Hindu priests biessed the monarch and her hus-
band, Prince Philip, wishing them peace and long life.

Tigers pay homage to TULF leader: June 7 - The body of Mr. Murugesu
Sivasithambaram, the leader of the Tamil-United Liberation Front, which was
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on its way to Jaffna was taken to Kilinochchi on June 7 afternoon. The head
of the LTTE’s political division Mr.S.P.Thamilchelvan and other members of
the organisation paid their last respects to the departed TULF leader at the
Thooyavan College for Political Studies where the cortege lay this for hom-
age by the public.

Mr. Thamilchelvan read out a message of condolence on behalf of the
Liberation Tigers. The cortege arrived in Jaffna later in the evening.

Earlier the body of the TULF leader was kept on a specially erected dais
in the Vavuniya Urban Council grounds. Local leaders of Tamil political par-
ties and leading citizens of Vavuniya including the Government Agent Mr. K.
Ganesh, Vavuniya Magistrate Mr. M.Illancheliyan and High Court Judge Mr.N.
Ramachandran paid their last respects to the late TULF leader. A condolence
meeting followed.

Referring to the LTTE paying homage to the TULF leader, a jounalist
commented that it is an irony that late Mr Sivasithamparam had narrowly sur-
vived death with injuries in his chest and shoulder when the then secretary-
general of TULF A Amithalinham was shot and killed by the LTTE along with
another member of parliament, V Yogeswaaran in 1989 in Colombo.

Extradition of LTTE leader Urged: June 8 - The Rajiv Congress Welfare
Trust president, Vazhappadi K.Ramamurthi, has appealed to the President,
K.R.Narayanan, the Prime Minister, A.B.Vajpayee and the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, to press for the extradition of Prabakaran to stand trial in
India, in connection with the Rajiv Gandhi assassination.

In telegrams sent to them, he urged the leaders to impress upon the visit-
ing Sri Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil Wickremasinghe, to expedite the extra-
dition request.

Limited Role for Norway: June 9 - The government is expected to ask the
Norwegian backers of the peace process with the LTTE to limit their role to
that of facilitator or moderator, and not play the role of mediator in upcoming
talks with the rebels, reports from Colombo say.

The move comes in the wake of a questionnaire given by the Norwegians
to both the Sri Lanka government and the LTTE a fortnight ago where they
asked the two sides what role the Scandinavian peace brokers must play dur-
ing the negotiations.

It is said that what is ruled out is for the Norwegians playing the role of
arbitrator - giving rulings and decisions - in the tough negotiations expected,
once they begin, to end two decades of virtual civil war in the country.

The broad question asked in writing by the Norwegians from both sides
was whether they should play the role of a “facilitator” - only providing the
logistics for the meeting but keeping away from direct-talks; a “moderator” -
sitting at the table but not participating at the discussions; or playing the role
of the speaker in parliament; and “mediator” - actively participating in the
discussions and influencing its proceedings. The Norwegians appear to be a
clear in their willingness to play any one of these roles.

The United National Front (UNF) government has already communicated
this decision to the People’s Alliance (PA) saying that the Norwegian role will
be limited to that of “moderator”, a position the PA is reported to be going
along with.

The LTTEs official position has not yet been made known, but its website
said that the LTTE wanted a third-party to be involved in the negotiations.
They, however, did not mention any names.

The Norwegians who were brought into the Sri Lankan conflict by the PA

Specialist Off Licence
Holloway, London N7 (Established 1978)

Takings £ 5,500 per week, Annual Rates £3,200,
Rent £13, 500 per year fixed for 5 years.
3 Bed flat, Rent potential £ 200 per week.
£ 48,000 plus stock.

Contact: Mr. Haider on 020 - 7272 1729

government, with the acceptance of the LTTE, following international pres-
sure, especially by the donor countries and lending institutions, were first to
play the role of a mere facilitator. In Oslo’s Parliament, Norwegian Foreign
Minister Jan Patersen announced earlier this year in a statement on foreign
policy, that his government was playing the role of “mediator” in Sri Lanka’s
peace process.

SLMCwants to ‘share’ power with LTTE: June 9 - The Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress (SLMC), an important constituent of the ruling United National Front
(UNF) government, has said it wished to “share” the proposed Interim Ad-
ministration in the LTTE-dominated North-East with the Tamil Tigers.

“We will participate in the talks in Thailand on behalf of the UNF gov-
ernment. Being the authentic representatives of Sri Lankan Muslims, we would
carefully handle the ethnic issue concerning the peaceful future of the Mus-
lims in the North-East and in Sri Lanka as a whole,” SLMC leader and Minis-
ter of Ports and Shipping Rauf Hakeem said.

“We would like to ‘share’ the Interim Administration with the LTTE on
the basis that the North-East is the ‘traditional homeland® for the Tamil speak-
ing Muslims too,” the SLMC leader told reporters at Muhammthiya Mosque
in Jaffna on 8 June.

The minister was in Jaffna to attend the funeral of late leader of Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF) M Sivasithamparam, which is to be held this
afternoon at Karaveddy in Vadamaradchchi, Jaffna.

On way to Jaffna, he met LTTE’s political wing leader S P Thamilselvan
in Kilinochchi and discussed the implementation of the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) between him and LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran in
April.

The SLMC leader said during their deliberations, they decided to set up a
“special LTTE-SLMC joint committee” to monitor the full implementation of
the MoU and to look into the violations, if any.

However, he would once again meet Prabhakaran after the date of com-
mencement of talks in Thailand was fixed, he added.

Don’t Lift ban on LTTE, says Monk: June 9 - The Ven. Rambukwelle Sri
Vipassi Mahanayake Thero of Malwatte Chpater has warned the government
not to de-proscribe the LTTE before a permanent solution is achieved. “Do
not hastily de-ban the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and get caught
inatrap”, the Buddhist prelate warned the Power & Energy Minister and Deputy
Leader of the United National Party (UNP) Karu Jayasuriya on June 8.

The prelate told Mr. Karu Jayasuriya that we need peace and we are for
peace. But we do not wish to see that everything is given for the sake of peace.
He urged the UNP Deputy Leader and the UNP leadership not to give away
everything like letting out the cattle from a shed. Peace talks can be held while
the ban on the LTTE continues. Lifting of the ban could be done after talks.
Ban should not be a barrier. The UNP Deputy Leader promised the Buddhist
prelate that Prime Minister Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe was taking a genuine
interest in the restoration of peace in Sri Lanka and he would listen to the
Buddhist monks too. The PM acts with commitment to return peace to the
island devastated by protracted war for nearly two decades, he said.
TULF leader’s remains cremated: June 9 - The final funeral rites of late
TULF leader M. Sivasithamparam was held today at his hometown in the pres-
ence of politicians from all parts of the country and religious leaders. Music
groups played somber music, and the songs were played constantly in addition
to the recalling speeches of late leader M. Sivasithamparam throughout
Yaazhppaanam during the last two days.

Mr. Karu Jayasuriya, the Minister of Power and Energy and the Deputy
Leader of UNP, Dr. Jayalath Jayawardene, the Minister of Rehabilitation, Re-
settlement & Refugees, Mr. T. Maheswaran, the Hindu Affairs Minister, Mr.
Rahuff Hakeem, the Minister of Port Development & Shipping and Mr. H. M.
Azwer, the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, represented the government.
Mr. R. Yogarajan, the parliamentarian from Plantation region represented the
Plantation Taamils.

The LTTE political wing members also participated in the final rites where
Mr. llamparuthy read the LTTE’s condolence message. At around 2:30 p.m.,
the coffin was taken to the Karaveddy Sonappu Crematorium where the cre-
mation took place. Mr. Sujenthiran Sivasithamparam.

Mr. Karu Jayasuriya said the death of late Sivasithamparam was a great
loss for the country as a whole. He was a noble politician who fought for the
Justice of Thamils where he fought politically and he was the moderate face
of the Tamil struggle in Sri Lanka. But it’s sorry to hear his death now since
the both parties to the conflict come to a negotiated settlement,

Mrs. Mangayakkarasi, the widow of TULF leader late Amirthalingam
Appapillai, participated the funeral rites. She sobbed uncontrolably as she
sopke. 0
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Jaffna Hindu parents in
London seek good looking
Medical/Sri Lankan qualified
‘Accountancy professional for
son, 27, 5’ 11", British citizen;
senior designs engineer in
reputed London firm. Please
send full particulars with birth
chart. M 1288 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu professional
family, seeks professional
bride for son, 32, holding
Masters degree in Engineering
from leading ~ American
University in US, US
permanent resident. Please
send details. M 1289 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
for UK born handsome doctor
son, attractive bride under 27
years, doctor/senior medical
student UK or Sri Lanka.
Vegetarianism optional. M
1290 c/o Tamil Times.

Tamil Hindu Computer
Programmer, 37, US citizen,
widower with two children
under 4 years, seeks
educated, loving, caring
partner, not more than 35
years old. Please send details
M 1291 c/o Tamil Times.

Uncle seeks for Australian
Tamil Hindu girl, 37, Master of
Arts in Japanese, Tamil Hindu
professional. Please send
details. M 1292 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu father in
Colombo seeks professional
partner of suitable family
background for daughter, 35,
MBBS and MD(Radiology) in
employment in Sri Lanka.
Willing to migrate. Please send
horoscope, details. M 1293 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu professional
parents seek bride of suitable
family background for their
only son, 32, NHS Research
Officer completing  Ph.D.

shortly. Please send
horoscope, details. M 1294 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
groom for pretty daughter, fair,
27, 53", computer science
graduate in good employment
in London. Please send
horoscope, details. M 1295 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu mother seeks
bride for son, 34, permanent
resident of Canada in
employment and business
partnership. Please send
horoscope, details, M 1296 c/o
Tamil Times.

About People &
Events

Wedding Bells

We congratulate the following
couple on their recent
wedding.

Lambotharan, son of Mr &
Mrs Kanagaratnam of 83, Cul
3, Unit 2 (2), Mafikeng, South
Africa and Dr. Janaki,
daughter of Dr. & Mrs
Kamalanathan of 21,
Oakmont, Diascia Streel,
Northvilla 1501, Johannes-
burg, South Africa on 9th
February 2002 at Melrose
Sivasubraswami Temple,
Johannesburg, South Africa.

Obituaries

s,

Mrs Mani Sivasubramaniam;
the dearly loved wife of the late
Sivasubramaniam; sister of
the late Wijayapashkaran and
Dharmapalan (Sydney); sister-
in-law of late Sivabaladevi and
Sarojini (Sydney); much loved

mother of Ranji (London),
Pathu (Sri Lanka) and Ravi
(Melbourne); mother-in-law of
Sivasundram (London), Raghu
(Sri  Lanka) and Rani
(Melbourne); grandmother of
Meera & Jehan (London),
Dinesh & Brintha (Sri Lanka)
and Prasanth & Sharuni
(Melbourne) passed away
peacefully on April 3rd 2002 at
her home in Manipay, Sri
Lanka, aged 80 years. The
cremation took place in
Manipay on 7th April.

The members of her family
wish to thank all relatives and
riends who sent messages of
condolences.- 9 Fallow Close,
Retford, Notts DN22 75P,
UK. Tel: (01777) 708076.

Benedict, Anton Jayanathan
(Retired Civil Engineer, British
Rail), Dearly loved husband of
Dr. Marina Benedict and father
of two loving sons, Adrian and
Anselm; Dearly beloved son of
the late Mr. & Mrs.
S.M.Benedict, Negombo, Sri
Lanka passed away in London
on 9th May 2002.

The family would like to take
this opportunity to thank all
those who attended the funeral
on 16tb May and also the
many who sent their
condolences.

In Memoriams

in loving memory of Ward &

Davy Mr. Vythialingam
Anandanadarajah on the
second anniversary of his
passing away on 12th May
2000.

Sadly missed and fondly

remembered by his children
Skandamalar, Sivanandan,
Sivakumari, Gayathri, Ravin-
dran and Bhahirathan; sons-

in-law  Indrakumar, San-
thirakumar and Shan
Navaratnam; daughters-in-law
Bhama, Vasundra and

Vathsala; sisters Kamalan-
ayaki Param Thillairajah and
Pathmavathy  Balasingam;
grandchildren Pradeep, Pras-
anna, Sharmatha, Murali,
Brindan, Thayanuji, Sivanuji,
Mayruja, Aarani, Luxmy,
Kannan, Vibushini, Kailesh,
Lalithayini, Sanjutha and
Shivanthi. - 4a Ringwood
Road, LutoN, Beds. Tel: 01582

In loving memory of Mr.
Sivapragasam
Thirunavukkarasu on the
second anniversary of his
passing away on 15th April
2000.

Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his beloved
wife Thurairathinam, loving
daughters, sons, sons-in-law,
daughters-in-law,
grandchildren, brothers,
sisters, brothers-in-law and
sisters-in-law. - S. Anantha-
moorthy, Canada.

8

In loving memory of Mrs
Ranjini Geetanjali Thiruna-

vukarasu on the sixth
anniversary of her passing
away on 24th May 1996.

Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by her husband
Thirunavukarasu;  children
Poornima and Pradeep; father
Mabhalingam;  mother-in-law
Mrs P. Ponnuthurai; sisters
Mrs. Lalitha Dilkushi Karun-
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akaran and Priyadarshini
Damayanthy; brothers Prem-
kumar, Mohanakumar, Ranjit-
kumar, Nimalkumar and
Tilakumar;  brothers-in-law
Karunakaran and Balanathan;
sisters-in-law
Kamalarani,Vijayalaxmi,
Nirmala, Yasothara, Nalini,
Kamaladevi and Sugirthadevi.
- M. Ranjitkumar, 12 Chase
Lane, Barkingside, Essex 1G6
1BH. Tel: 020 8554 2095.

Fifteenth Death Anniversary

Mr. S. Sivasambo,
Retired Post Master
(15/05/1909 - 23/05/1987)

Always fondly remembered by
his wife Sivakolunthu; children
Sridas, Sriharan, Gowri and
Sriskanthan and their families.

In ever loving memory of Dr.
Parameswaran Kandiah on
the twelfth anniversary of his
passing away on 12th May
1990.

Twelve years have rolled by since
the passing away of a much
dedicated doctor, loving husband
and father. To have lived and
known a man such as him is
surely an inspiration to bring out
the goodness and kindness in us
all. God bless you.

Sorrowfully remembered by
his beloved wife Pathmaseni
and loving children Thayalan
and Anjali - 29 Mounstan
Close, Hartside Grange,
Hartlepool TS26 OLR

Third Anniversary Remembrance

In ever loving and precious memory
of Mrs Rasathy Thirunavukkarasu,
daughter of the late Dr. and Mrs.
Ambalavanar of Suthumalai, Sri
Lanka on the third anniversary of
her passing away on 4th July 1999.

Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her beloved
" husband Thirunavukkarasu;
daughters Vasuki and Dr. Vatsala;
sons-in-law Pathmalingam and
Suresh; grandchildren Thusan,
Shiva and Suji; brothers Dr.
Ponnampalam (Australia) and Sritharan and their families. 28
Foxmead Close, Enfield, Middx EN2 7JG. Tel: 0208 363 0922.

Eleventh Death Anniversary

In ever loving memory of Mr Balasubramaniam

: L @ sSivaganananthan on the eleventh
anniversary of his passing away on
22nd June 1991.

Remembered with love and
affection by his stepmother Mrs Raj
aletchumy Balasubramaniam
(Australia); wife Kamala (Sri
Lanka); brothers Dr. Sivaloga-
nathan  (UK), Thirunavukkarasu
(Austraia), Radakrishnan (Chennai)
and Sritharan (Australia);sisters
Mrs Gowri Pathmanathan, Mrs
Bhagawathy Mohanadas (both of Sri Lanka), Mrs
Mangayarkkarasi  Jetheendran and Mrs Jayanthi
Kumaranayagam (both of Australia)- 22 Oakwood Drive, St.
Albans, Herts. Tel: 01727 853331

Forthcoming Events

Sundareshan, Madhav Gudi,
Somasundaram Govindasamy
and Bhavan’ 5 own teachers.
Contact Bhavan for details.
July 28 6p.m. & Aug 3
6.30p.m. Karnatic Vocal by
Padma Vibhushan Dr. M.
Balamurali Krishna

Jul 3 Feast of St. Thomas

Jul 4 Feast of St. Elizabeth
Jul 6 Karthigai; Eekathasi

Jul 7 Pirathosam

Jul 9 Amavasai

Jul 11 Feast of St. Benedict
Jul 13 Sathurthi: Manicka-
vasagar Guru Poojah; Feast of
St. Henry; South Tamil Welfare
Group (SLTWG) Trip to Wales
Temple. Tel: 020 8542 3285.
Jul 14 5p.m. London Tamil
Centre Annual Prize Giving at
Wembley High School Hall,
East Lane, Wembley, UK. All
Welcome

Jul 15 Shashti; Aani Uthiram
Jul 20 Sukkla Eckathasi

Jul 21 Pirathosam

Jul 23 Full Moon; Feast of St.
Bridget

Jul 25 Feast of St. James

Jul 27 Sankadakara Sathurti
Jul 29 Feast of St. James

Drama Review
Kaathirupu

A

At the Bhavan Centre, 4A
Castletown Road, London
W14 911G. Tel: 020 7381
3086/4608.

July 20 Bhavan’s Summer
School of Music & Dance with
Dr. M. Balamurali Krishna,
Saswati Sen, Dr. Saraswati

A driven leaf in an awe
inspiring storm and no
resting place where the orgy
of violence leaves the
oppressor and the oppressed
unidentified and the human
mind disenfranchised from
its heart, is given expression

in the explosive half-an-hour
play KAATHIRUPU present-
ed by the Tamil Performing
Arts Society with delicate
refined direction by veteran
Mr. K. Balendra and subtly
scripted by S. Vasudevan
with Tennessee William
sensitivity of aggressive
impulses of hope inter-
mingled with despondency
played with distinction by
Anandarani Balendra as
mother and Krishnarajah as
father of the missing son,
brother of Vasudevan acting
as  their living son.
Sivasuthan and Sanjeevaraj
take the soldiers’ role.

The message is universal in
its present global context of
violence. From beginning to
end, this powerful political
drama brings the Jack
Lemmon seriousness of the
American film “Missing” in
which as father he travels to
Chile to find his son, who
disappeared in the 1973
military coup. He returned
without his son but with hope
of his return. To a Tamil
audience this play presented
late in the evening after
feasting their eyes on a full
day of traditional festivity at

Sivayogam, the cultural
centre at Tooting Amman
Temple, KAATHIRUPU

burst through the clouds as
thunder and shook their
conscience. One could feel
that, in the wrapt up silence
that descended almost
immediately as the play
opened with sombre
background music and
lighting, foreboding an
impending crisis in the
family. The spell-bound
Tamil audience was visibly
transformed by the powerful
portrayals of the players and
the psychological anxiety of
eventual inevitability of the
absence and return of the
son.

The defining moment of the
play is the intensity with
which they expressed the
psychology of disappearance,
the feeling that the son is
somewhere there and to a
great measure bringing out
the futility of a state of after-
disappearance.

The Tamil audiences abroad
are in for future inspirational
plays from the Tamil
Performing Arts Society. We
wish them all success.

- S. Maharasingam
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Appreciation : Mr. Suppiah
Kanagalingam (1922-2002)

Mr. S. Kanagalingam was born in
Malaya, but had his schooling in St.
John's College, Jaffna. From an early
age, he demonstrated an interest in
new technology, in particular the then
emerging science of sound. He was
relentless for his search for excellence
in this highly specialised field,
travelling to Bombay and acquitting in
Radio Communications and Radio
Engineering. Upon his return he joined
the Ceylon armed forces and
specialised in communications as here
was, potentially, the most complex
utilisation of his learning for that time.
When he left a few years later, his
discharge note stated that not only was
he ‘capable’ but also ‘excellent’ and in
particular ‘of excellent character’.

This was to become his hallmark, of
very good character, always capable
and excellent at what he did. Soon he
became the sound engineer to the
Ceylon Film Unit, where he was talent
spotted. He then joined the Association
of the British Institute of Radio
Engineers which led him, in his thirst
for knowledge to the United Kingdom.
He underwent training with the
Westrex Company, Rank Precision
Industries and the J Arthur Rank
Productions Ltd in Pinewood Studios.
He made many friends including
cinema legends such as Michael Caine
for whom he had a very high personal
regard. He became an expert in sound
editing, location and newsreel
recording, dubbing and working in
advertising with  well  known

personages such as Keating, Crowhurst
and Drake. While here, he developed a
special interest in 35mm film
production. Unusually, he acquitted
himself at accounting examinations
during this time with the Incorporated
Association of Cost and Industrial
Accountants.

Lester James Peiris, the famous
producer director of films, was an
admirer of Kanagalingam’s talent. In a
citation he commended the ‘great
success’ of the recorder in what was ‘ne
exaggeration’ for a film that ‘had a most
complex and difficult sound track’. He
wrote of his ‘high degree of skill and a
sharp sensitive ear’. Among the films
credited were the Government Film
Unit’s ‘Be Safe or Be Sorry’ and Lester
James Peiris’s early classic feature
‘Rekawa’.

Through all this, the single most
indelible feature of Mr. Kanagalingam
was his quiet modesty. By then he had
married Pavalam, granddaughter of
Mr. Ramanathan J.P. and daughter of
Chelvarayan. They had seven children
of whom there was a set of triplets. He
was, in his very essence a family man.
The nine of them was a close knit unit
and the children were brought up with
kindness and yet with a strong sense of
values. To ensure that his rapidly
growing family had great expectations,
he took up appointment with the
Government of Eastern Nigeria in 1962
as the senior Sound Engineer. He
helped Nigeria develop its potential in
cinematography and subsequently
returned to Ceylon to take up the post
of Chief Engineer at Ceylon Theatres.

In a tribute, Mr. Sellamuttu, the
Chairman, wrote glowingly, thanking
him for his ‘loyal and devoted services’.
Mr. Kanagalingam was a quiet,
efficient, highly competent, completely
focussed and loyal person. He
inculcated those traits in all his
children without ever having raised his
voice or wielded a rod. To bring up
seven children, three boys and four
girls, in such a genteel manner and
witnessing every one of them to become
a mode] citizen in which ever country
they settled down in, is a tribute to his
exceptional parenting ability. It was an
art of succeeding, without seeming to
try; just as all his jobs were, with the
various organisations he worked for.

So gentle was he that he left as few
disturbances as he could. He upset no
one, supported with subtlety and was
not to be seen when the credits were
shared. Yet, his delivery of his duty to
his employers, to his family and to all
who came into contact with him was
always the same. It was without fear or
favour and as the Gita stated, all to
him was ‘Sukha dhuke same’ (Chapter
II, v:38). Reading the tributes his many
grandchildren wrote at his demise
simply reinforces the essence of the
man.

We who knew him well will all miss
him. But he would not appreciate that
for he would have liked to move on into
the afterlife without casting his
shadow.

This is just as the philosophy of our
ancients had preached. ’

R. RajaRayan

Sri Raja Rajeswary Amman Temple
- Annual Festival Programme

The Annual Festival of the Sri Raja
Rajeswary Amman Temple, 4 Dell
Lane, Stoneleigh, Surrey commenced
on Monday, 13th May 2002 with the
Flag Hoisting Ceremony (Koddi-
etram), continued for 14 days till the
Chariot (Ther) festival on Sunday, 26th
May, followed by the Water Cutting
(Theertham) ceremony on 27th May,
Poongavanam on 28th May and
concluded with the Vairavar Madai on
29th May.

s A 4
The above is the Ther, which left the
Temple at 10a.m., drawn by the

devotees, traversed the roads around
the Temple in a procession and Ambal
returned to the Temple at 2 p.m.

During the festival Dr. (Mrs)
Saraswathy Ramanathan, Renowned
Lecturer from India conducted

religious discourses everyday between
7 & 8 p.m. from 12th to 27th May in the
temple. Devotees partook in the
festival and attended the above
discourses in large numbers.

valli’s Landmark Money Market
Research

Researching UK money markets in the
late 1990’s for Gartmore Investment

Management, Valli Niththyan-
anthan was able to appreciate the
power of broad macroeconomic forces.
When she joined Alliance Capital which
manages $7.6 billion in European
assets in October 2000 to cover luxury
goods, she was able to research into the
strengths and weaknesses of particular
brands. She says “If you look back at
the impact of the Gulf War and the
Asian crisis on the sector, it’s clear that
top brands like Guci tend to bounce
back and gain ground after a crisis,
while second- tier names like Versace
suffer”

The London School of Economics and
Political Science graduate says that she
favoured the premier names in the
weeks after the terrorist attacks in the
U.S. “September 11 creates a buying
opportunity”, she thought at the time.
Amidst widespread anxiety about the
global economy, consumption of luxury
goods fell for several weeks but
gradually improved between January 1
and mid April. Her researches revealed
that the top brands had an edge over
second-tier names in an economic cnsis.
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To determine which researchers most
distinguished themselves, the
American magazine Institutional
Investor polled brokerage analysts who
received votes in the All-Europe
Research Team. Using these figures
they selected 25 of the most
accomplished researchers and Valli
Niththyananthan was selected as the
Best of the Buy Side for Luxury Goods.
She is the daughter of Dr. & Mrs
Niththyananthan of Norval Road,
Wembley, UK.

Hindu College Colombo
Celebrates Golden Jubilee

The 12th of February 1951 is a red
letter day in the annals of the Hindus
in Colombo. On this day, the seeds were
sown by the Hindu Educational Society
to realise the long cherished dream of
several Tamil Hindus living in
Colombo, of the establishment of an
educational institution there, that
could impart education which
integrates the essence of Hinduism and
the nobility of Tamil tradition. It was
on this day that the foundation was
1aid for the birth of the first ever Hindu
school, now known as Hindu College
Colombo — the precursor to two schools
in the same mould and tradition-
Hindu College Ratmalana and
Ramanathan College, Colombo.

Men of prominence and distinction of
that time from the Hindu Educational
Society which included Mr Justice C
Nagalingam, Sir Kandiah Vaith-
ianathan, Senator S Nadeson, Mr. S.
Mahadevan, Mr. K.C. Thangarajah
organised the land and buildings for
the purpose of starting the school. It
was at the ‘madam’, which was a part
of the Kathireson temple complex at
Wellawatte, that the school was started
with the auspicious name of ‘Pillayar
Padasalai’ with 48 children on its roll.
Soon after its establishment and
progress, the school was registered as a
senior secondary schoo! under the
name Colombo Hindu College. With the
school gaining prominence with its
various educational activities, the
number of students increased rapidly
and there was a need for its expansion.
It was at this juncture, that the
trustees of Kathireson Temple
generously provided the land on which
the present building stands. Through
the patronage extended by many
residents of Colombo, sufficient funds
were raised for the construction of the
Saraswathy Hall.

George’s Lodge

Two bedroom Luxury Self Contained
Apartment with cook available on request,
available at Aruthusa Lane, Wellawatte,
Colombo 6. £15 per night.
Telephone 0208 689 0236 or

07931587168 (UK)

To provide for further expansion of the
school, there was a need to acquire land
for the construction of new premises.
Funds were mobilised and 100 acres of
land were acquired in Ratmalana, out
of which 30 acres were made available
free for the school and the balance for
residential houses. The foundation
stone for the new building in
Ratmalana was laid by Sir John
Kotelewala the then Prime Minister.
Even before the completion of the
building, the post primary students
from Bambalapitya were shifted to
Ratmalana with the school at
Bampalapitya functioning as the
primary school. Mr K Padmanabhan
was the first principal serving as the
head of both the institutions. Later, Mr
N Satiyandra took over and functioned
as the principal in an honorary
capacity. Following him the principals
were Mr T Subramaniam and then Mr
S Ambalavanar.

During the period of Mr S
Ambalavanar, the idea of bringing the
Hindu College Colombo in par with the
Hindu College Ratmalana took shape.
In 1967, under the stewardship of Mr P
Nalliah, the then principal of the
school, the primary section of the school
at Bambalapitya was raised to the
status of a junior school. Thereafter,
the institutions at Bambalapitya and
Ratmalana, which were hitherto
functioning as one body, began to
function as two separate entities. On
the retirement of Mr P Nalliah, Mr.T,
Sangaralingem was appointed
principal. In January 1979, it was the
desire of the parents and well wishers
to admit girls as well to this school and
as there was no accommodation
available, it was decided at a function
at which, Mr J R Jayawardene, the
then president of Sri Lanka was
present that new buildings for this
purpose should be put up. An appeal
was made by the principal Mr.
Sangaralingem and his staff to Mr
Palaniappa Chettiar who owned the
adjacent land to part with it, for the
purpose of establishing a girls school.
Following this, the necessary land was
acquired and the foundation was laid in
November 1980. With the untiring help
rendered by many in mobilising funds,
a building was constructed and thus
was born the Ramanathan Hindu
Ladies College in Colombo, which has
now around 1250 students.

During the tragic events of July 1983,
the School provided shelter to many
who flocked it seeking refuge. Mr.
Sangaralingem, the Principal of the
school at that time and his colleagues
ran the refugee camp. There was no
funding or help from the government
for the first two weeks. It was only after
a visit by Mr. Ranil Wickramsinghe,
the Minister of Education then, that
assistance was received.

Over the years, with the help in the
form of donations from philanthropists,
well wishers, past students and the
assistance provided by the Ministries of
Education and Religious Affairs of
successive governments, many blocks
of buildings, including a Vinayagar
temple, were added. The latest is the
Golden Jubilee Block, which was
donated by the old boys of the school
resident in London, Canada, and
America. The foundation stone of this
building was laid by the former
principal Mr. Sangaralingam as
desired by the old boys and teachers
and the present principal Mr. T
Muthukumarasamy declared it open in
February 2002. The school which has
been accorded recognition as the first
Tamil National School in 1991, has now
about 4000 students and enjoys a
unique position in the country
producing thousands of students
excelling in various fields of education
in Sri Lanka and elsewhere worldwide.
It also plays a significant role in the life
of our community in Colombo and
neighbouring areas.

The commemoration of the Golden
Jubilee of the Hindu college, Colombo
is a matter of great pride and
satisfaction as it continues to serve the
purpose envisaged by the founding
fathers 50 years ago. Our thanks are
due to all those who helped in
accomplishing this mission. May God
bless them all.

Mridanga Arangetram of Thivyan

The Mridanga Arangetram of my
fourteen year old grandson Thivyan,
son of Mr. & Mrs Thayaparan of
Twickenham, London and pupil of Sri
K.S.Bhavani Shankar and later of Sri
M. Balachandar, resident Mridangam

teacher at the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan, took place at Beck Theatre,
Hayes on 12th May 2002 before a large
gathering of relatives, friends and
music lovers. It was to the credit of Sri
Balachandar that Thivyan was the
ninth student presented by him from
the Bhavan.

The vocalists were the melodious
Sangeetha Vidwan Smt Saraswathi
Packiyarasa (Thivyan’s grandma) and
Sangeetha Vidwan Smt Jayanthi
Sivanandan who had come all the way
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from Kuwait to sing for her nephew.
The other artistes of the orchestra were
Sri Balu Raguraman - Violin, Sri M.
Balachandar - Kanjira, Sri R.N.
Prakash - Ghatam, Sri K
Sithamparanathan - Muharsing and
Selvi Kavitha Parameswara -
Thambura. A welcome feature of the
arangetram was the Kanjira
accompaniment of Guru Balachandar
with his captivating smile which gave
added confidence to his student. The
very competent compering was done by
the versatile Sri Wimal Sockanathan.

The performance commenced with the
welcome address by eleven year old
Dhanusha, sister of Thivyan. He played
confidently and the Varnam,
Pancharatnam, Ragam Tanam Pallavi
and Thillana were outstanding.

The Chief Guest Sri Karaikkudi
Krishnamoorthy in his witty and
humorous speech praised Thivyan for
performing with dedication, devotion
and discipline and at the same time
complimented his Guru for nurturing
and producing a young prodigy with his
unwavering patience and encour-
agement in teaching this divine art. He
spoke very highly of Thivyan’s
grandma and said that she was the
driving force in the success of the
Arangetram. He also spoke highly of
the accompanying artistes, who had
contributed in no small measure
towards the success of the event. The
Guest of Honour, Dr. M.N.
Nandakumara, Executive Director of
the Bharata Vidya Bhavan
complimented Thivyan on his
performance and wished him all
success in the future.

The evening’s programme would have
not been possible without the hard
work and encouragement of his parents
who had to labour hard to enable him
to attend lessons regularly and make
frantic efforts to have a successful
function. My grandson’s performance
exceeded all my expectations as he
went through the Arangetram with
confidence, enthusiasm and without
any stage fright. It is my earnest hope
and prayer that while devoting a major
part of his time for his studies and
sports- he plays rugger, cricket and
soccer for his school- he would devote a
part of his time to learn more of the
intricacies of playing the Mridangam
and give performances as well, without
giving it up under the mistaken notion
that his Arangetam had brought an end
to all his interest in music. I am
confident that if he takes my genuine
advice, he can one day turn out to be a
Mridangan Vidwan like his Guru.

The vote of thanks by Thivyan brought
the proceedings came to a happy close.

M. Balasundram (Paternal Paatta)

Bharatanatya Arangetram of
Nivethitha

On 21st April 2002 the stage of Beck
Theatre, Hayes Middlesex, charmingly
decorated with flowers was ready for
the Bharatanatya Arangetram of Miss
Nivethitha Thayakaran. Nivethitha
has studied Bharatanatiyam, Karnatic
Vocal and Vina at the Bharata Vidya
Bhavan since she was young, always
with dedication and devotion: A large
audience was present to witness the
culmination of her hard work in this
her ‘ascending the stage’. Bhavan’s
teachers Smt. Sivasakthi Sivanesan -
Vocal, her Guru Sri. Prakash
Yadagudde - Nattuvangam, Sri.
M.Balachandar - Mridangam and Sri.
Balu Raghuraman and a friend of the
Bhavan Sri. P.Gnanavarathan - Flute
were her accompanists.

The programme opened with Pushpanj
ah, an offering of flowers to Lord
Nataraj a in Raga Gambhiranata, Tala
Adi seeking the essential blessings of
her Guru and the musicians, followed
by a Sloka in praise of Lord Ganesa,
whose majestic, swaying presence was
beautifully evoked by the dancer. The
pure dance Alarippu in Raga Nata,
Tala Tisva Eka, beginning with the
tiniest movements of the face, head,
neck and shoulders and gradually
extending to the body did indeed
suggest the gradual opening of the
petals of a flower. The Jathisvaram in
Ragamalika and Talamalika with its
varied rhythmic patterns showed
Nivethitha's very neat and accurate
footwork and excellent sense of
rhythm.

The Sabdam in Ragamalika, Misra
Chapu Tala described the pranks of the
young Krishna. These favourite stories
were delightfully brought to life as
Nivethitha showed us the mischievous
tip-toeing or jumping to steal the butter
or tease the gopis beguilingly playing
the flute- and we could hear its
haunting notes- her large eyes and
abhinaya expressing the fascination,
exasperation and tender love with
which the divine child is surrounded.

The main piece of the evening was the
Navarasa Varnam ‘Angayakanni’
composed in Ragamalika and Adi Tala
by Sri Lalgudi G.Jayaraman. The
composition demands tremendous
power and stamina as the dancer
portrays all the nine emotions, rasas, of
the goddess Minakshi from her
miraculous childhood and her warrior
days to her transformation, through
her love of Lord Siva, to her full
compassionate beauty and passionless
power. Nivethitha's understanding and
portrayal of the emotions and of the
beauty, compassion and terrifying
aspect of this great goddess were
outstanding. The setting in
Ragamalika, unusual for a
Padavarnam was particularly moving
affectively sung by Smt Sivasakthi
Sivanesan

After the interval Nivethitha presented
the Patham “Enna Thavam” in Raga
Kapi, Tala Adi. This lyrical description
of Yasodha, foster mother of baby
Krishna was beautifully, expressively
and tenderly performed, emphasising
the lightness and grace of the dancer’s
movements and the skill of her
abhinaya. A second Padam” Mattu
Nagar” in Raga Desh, Tala Adi by Sri
Yalppanam N. Veeramani Iyer again
allowed us to see this young dancer’s
power of expression and lyrical grace.
The subject of this Padam was close to
her heart.

Dr. M. Balamurali Krishna’s Tillana in
Raga Brindavani, Tala Adi brought the
performance to a final climax of speed,
fluid movement and an unfailing sense
of rhythm. Nivethitha has been
splendidly accompanied by her
musicians and Ms Vena Ramphal who
both compered and gave an address.
Dr. John Marr, Chief Guest and Dr. M.
Nandakumara paid their tribute to the
dancer, her musicians and to the
devotion of her parents Mr. & Mrs.
Thayakaran in nurturing both their
daughter’s love for dance and the arts
and culture of India.

Nivethitha takes with her to university
our blessings and best wishes and our
hope we will still often see her dancing
at the ’havan.

Wendy Maar

WANTED

Mirudangist and Violinist
urgently required
for solo performance and to accompany
artistes in other performances.

Please send CV and two references to
The Flute Institute UK,
69 The Causeway,
Potters Bar,
Herts EN6 5HG.
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We are Independent Brokers and specialise in all types of finance from Commercial Loans, Residential
Mortgages and Financial Services. Listed below are just a few of the services we offer:

Commercial Finance m

fakeaways Restaurants, Garage
‘ Post Offices & Capital Ra|5|ng

I Financial Services

ealth Assurance, Pensnons
o Sawngs & Investments’" T

I Residential, Commercia
Buy-to—sell & Capital Ralsmg

.

TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS SIMPLY CALL US ON:
TEL: 020 8920 5800, Fax: 020 8920 5801
visit our web sites
www.one‘mortgagesolution.com, www.dpkfs.com, www.dpkfinance.com

EMAIL: DPK@DPKFINANCE.CO.UK

DPK House,186 Chase Side, Southgate, London,N14 5HN

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it.

Mortgage secured on property. All loans are subject to Status & Valuation. Written quotation avaibale on request.
One Mortgage Solution is registered with the Mortgage Code Compliance Board. Registration No: 5430614
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‘ Experienced Tamil Jeweller In London |

& VISIT US NOW
FOR LATEST 22CT. GOLD JEWELLERIES
& WIDE RANGE OF STOCKS ALWAYS

AVAILABLE

O Thali Kodi © Necklace sets
@ Pathakkams
O Various types of Ear Studs
O Jimmikkies © Panchayuthams
O Chains, Bangles Etc. Etc...

© WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
© WE PERFORM THALI POOJA AS WELL

WESTERN 230 UPPER TOOTING ROAD, TOOTING

LONDON SW17 7TEW

] 2" MW 2500 TEL: 020-8767 3445 FAX: 020- 8767 3753

Web: http://www.luxmi.com/western

TRAVEL AGENTS

MAIN AGENT FOR SRI LANKAN AIRLINES, KUWAIT AIRWAYS, AIR INDIA & ROYAL JORDANIAN
GET A FREE TRIP TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING DESTINATIONS:

$
j SINGAPORE, KUALA LUMPUR, BANGKOK, MADRAS, THRICHI, TRIVANDRUM, BOMBAY OR @
O

ELHI & GET STOPOVERS IN COLOMBO IN BOTH DIRECTIONS WITH SRILANKAN AIRLINES.
COLOMBOGRN) FROM £ 445
["SRILANKA - rRM £369 + Tax | [ FAR EAST- Frou £360 + Tax| | INDIA - Frow £405 + TAX |

@ SKYWINGS has extended its wings to JAFFNA.
Call now to hear about our great offers and our forthcoming branch in JAFFNA.

SKYWINGS - LEADING THE WAY

CALL: BALA, MGR or DASH For our Fantastic Offers
WORLDWIDE TRAVEL ON (Special rates in many Colombo Hotels)
& KLM 119 TOOTING HIGH STREET, LONDON SW17 0SY

TEL: 020- 8672 91116 LINES)

A
R "%y"  FAX: 020-8672 0951 MOBILE: 0850 876 921(24 HOURS)
Internet: http:// www.skywings.co.uk e-mail: bala@skywings.co. uk

INSTANT 24HR. TICKETING

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK




@ TRAVEL & SHIPPING & AIR FREIGHT & TRAVEL & SHIPPING & AIR FREIGHT &

GLEN CARRIERS LTD{

14 Allied Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 ORQ

Tel: 020 - 8740 8379/020 - 8749 0595 - 020 - 8743 7353, Fax: 020 - 8740 4229
E-mail: glencarriers@netscapeonline.co.uk Wehsrta ‘www.glencarriers.co.uk

COMING SOON JAFFNA - COLOMBO - JAFENA FLIGHTS & CARGO TO JAFFNA

The Sri Lankan
Company
that has served the
S Lankan Community
for
17 years

MAIN AGENT

ANKAN ATIRLINES

ONE-PRICE SEAT SALE
15™ APRIL- 30™ JUNE & 1 JULY- 9™ DECEMBER

Wa are also selling agents for
Gulf Alr, Emirates, Qatar
& other major airlines

Return Fares from  TO ANY ONE OF THE

LONDON

BOTHWAYS IN COLOMBO

15™ APRIL-30™ JUNE ~ FOLLOWING DESTINATIONS 47 jyLy.9™ DECEMBE

COLOMBO

BOMBAY- DELHI- AIR FREIGHT
MADRAS -TRIVENDRUM - TO COLOMBO

445 St 525 TS
e s M SINGAPORE - STOPOVERPERMITTED GO T0 OUR ULTRA MODERN
KUALA LUMPUR - BOTH WAaYS IN COLOMBO BONDED WAREHDUSE:

JAKARTA-HONG KONG  jakarTa & HONG KONG NOT INCLUDED

Return Fares from

2 NINE-ETATZ LY
8 JULY - ETA 26 JULY
20 JULY - ETAD AUGLST

LONDON

LAKSIRISEVA (PVT) LTD
66 NEW NLIGE ROAD

ITAlrRways from E340
ALL FARES EXCLUDING AJRPORT TAXES & SRI LANKAN AIRPORT INSURANGE PREMIUM,
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED - CONDITIONS APPLY

4 TIMES A WEEK PELIYAGODA,
coLo TEL: 575 576
DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE

AVAILAELE ON REQUEST

‘%f;..ﬁ“
IATA

P.SRINIVASAN 0

INDEPERDENT FIMARNCTAL ALWISHE ]
EEELLATED BF T PN AL SEREACLT AL THIRITY LR P30 AT s F s i b
T2 Abbota Land. Kealey, Surery, CRE BIN, Uaied Kingdom

Fax: H20-8763 2220
Tel: 020-8763 2221
Personal:020-8763 1222
Maobile: 0958424222

W hive lunchad @ Mew Web Sie on the Worldowide web lor the
benefit of our clients in the UK and Woreld-wide, who ane imeresied
in

Financial Products
General Insurance Products
Financial/Mortgage/loan calculators

Tux Information — On Line Tax Heturn
Share dealing Services - Personal Portfolio on line

Live news and share price information
Currency Conversion including Sri Lanka & India

Lesal access, Legal Documents & Information
Look at a Map & Driving Direction
And many more

Please puy ca visil

hitp:{iwww.srinivasan.co.uk

oontac us on E-mail
For Life Assurance
Srinif@srinivasan.co.uk
For {ieneral lasurazee -
ARMi@armassociates.coul <=

APPLE AIR

MAIN AGENT for COLOMBO

on

BRITISH AIRWAYS ngﬂm saweav fff

D ROVAL JORDANIAN 4rsm A 8
AND FARES ON ALL OTHER MAJOR AIRLINES

KUWAIT  [F] £335+7ax |
GULF Rl £383+7AX
SRILANKAN |0 £ 445+ Tax
JORDANIAN M| £369.+7ax.

TEL: 020- 8563 0364

07957 543 007

FAX: 020-8748 4912

E-mail:appleair@appleair.btinternet.com
Web Site:http:f'www.btinternet.com/~appleair-appleair

338A KING STREET

LONDON W6 ORR

Travel Insurance plus Hotel Reservations
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