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~ The Challenge

The recent speech by the leader of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam(LTTE) has raised the hope of a resumption of negotiations be-
tween the Sri Lankan Government and the LTTE. The LTTE leader V Pir--
paharan in his “Heroes Day” message stated “We have not closed the
doors for peace. We are open to the civilised method of resolving conflicts
through rational dialogue. ...and we favour third party mediation for politi-
cal negotiations. But we are not prepared to accept any pre-conditions for
political dialogue.”

Some of the non-LTTE Tamil parties which have in the recent past
been pressing the Government to recommence talks with the LTTE saw in
Pirapaharan’s speech a window of opportunity for the Government to re-
ciprocate. Even the main opposition United National Party, which had al-
most succeeded in thwarting the efforts of the Government to progress its
devolution and constitutional reform proposals through parliament, has
stated that the Government should positively respond to the LTTE leader's
offer. Peace groups have advised the Government to grab the opportunity.
Even those who are cynical about the LTTE leader’s offer of peace nego-
tiations have taken the view that the Government should respond at least
to call what they describe as “Pirapaharan’s bluff’.

The Government itself has not set its face against talking with the
LTTE. In fact recently the President herself expressed her wilingness for
talks with the LTTE. She was also not averse to third party mediation. But
having gone through the experience of the aborted negotiations that took
place between September 1994 and April 1995, the Government's posi-
tion is that the LTTE should drop its demand for a separate state and
agree to enter into political negotiations to be concluded within a time-
frame. These pre-conditions are certainly unacceptable to the LTTE, and if
the Government is to insist on these conditions, the prospect of talks
between the parties resuming in the near future is remote.

In the same speech, the LTTE leader qualified his readiness for politi-
cal dialogue without pre-conditions by stating, “We hold the view that po-
litical negotiations cannot be free and just if the Government utilises the-
military aggression on our soil and the restrictions imposed on the eco-
nomic life of our people as political pressures. We are prepared to en-
gage in initial talks to discuss the removal of such pressures and to work
out a basic frame-work for political negotiations. ......Our people want
their day-to-day urgent problems resoived immediately. They cannot wait
over an indefinite time until the peace talks resume and the ethnic conflict
is discussed, resolved and the solution implemented. They want the war
to come to an end and the occupation army that torments them to with-
draw and their urgent existential problems addressed immediately.” Many
have described the issues raised by the LTTE leader in this statement as
the LTTE's own pre-conditions to be satisfied before political negotiations
to begin. It was these issues that led to the breakdown of the Government-
LTTE talks in 1994-95. If the LTTE persists in raising these issues as pre-
conditions to be satisfied for political negotiations to begin, again the
chances for peace talks recommencing in the near future are remote.

The presence of tens of thousands of troops in the north-east, the
economic blockade, the displacement of hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple, the death of thousands of combatants, the gross violations of human
rights and the intolerable day-to-day problems faced by the people are a
direct consequence of the ongoing war which has continued for over fif-
teen years. The war continues because of the failure to reach a political
settlement to the unresolved national question. Hence if the problems
faced by the people are to come to an end, it must be self-evident that what
is of utmost urgency is to engage in negotiations without pre-conditions
being set by either side with third-party mediation or facilitation with a view
to reaching political settlement to the nationai question. That is the chal-
lenge that faces the Government, the main political parties and the leader-
ship of the LTTE.
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The PA presented its fifth Budget
in Parliament in the first week of No-
vember. Although Deputy Finance
Minister Peiris presented the budget
in Parliament, there was speculation
that he had not in fact been deeply
involved in its preparation. This was
fuelled by conflicting reports and pho-
tographs that appeared in the press
regarding the involvement of the Pre-
sident in preparing the budget.

The budget was not viewed with
favour by many supporters of the PA
although some sectors of the busi-
ness community expressed their sat-
isfaction with it.

Several controversial items, such
as the increase in rail fares and the
reduction of the duty free allowance
to Sri Lankans who worked abroad,
were later withdrawn. This allowed
space for opposition criticism of the
budget, on the basis that some of the
proposals had not been discussed in
detail within the Cabinet and that the
budget figures could not now be taken
at face value.

Following the budget, there was
an uproar in banking circles regard-
ing a circular issued by the Inland
Revenue Department asking for infor-
mation regarding all those persons
who had over Rs. 100,000 in their sav-
ings or fixed deposit accounts. This
circular was later withdrawn.

There is also controversy brew-
ing regarding the proposal to increase
MPs and Ministers’ allowances by
70%. MP Vasudeva Nanayakkara has
launched a lone campaign against
these proposals.

Conflict between the government
and the UNP continued to fester, de-
spite repeated appeals for bi-partisan
approach to peace from within the
country and abroad. At the Galle Dis-
trict Convention of the SLFP, the
President said there was one last
chance for the UNP to join the PA in
seeking a solution to the ethnic con-
flict. However, Wickremasinghe, the
UNP leader, has been adamant in re-
jecting any such overtures and stat-
ing that the UNP would not agree with
the PA’s proposals for devolution.

The visit of the British Minister
of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, Derek Fatchett, to Sni
Lanka saw a renewal of discussion
about the proposal made by former
Foreign Secretary Liam Fox earlier this
year, which focused on a bi-partisan
approach and commitment to peace.
However, Mr. Fatchett was careful to
emphasise that Britain had no inten-
tion of ‘forcing’ any form of solution
on Sri Lanka. There was also a visit
by a group of Parliamentarians from
the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association.

A delegation from the Immigration
Board of Denmark and the Danish
Refugee Council also visited Sri Lanka
in November, to study the situation
with regard to those Sri Lankan who
are being deported from Denmark fol-
lowing rejection of their asylum pleas.
The mission was in the country to ex-
amine the veracity of statements made
by the government that peace has
been restored and asylum-seekers re-
turned with no danger.

In November, the government be-
gan to intensify pressure on the
South African government to make a
firm commitment of rejection of the
LTTE. This was in response to specu-
lation that the LTTE was developing
its base in Southern Africa and bring-
ing pressure to bear on friendly ele-
ments within the South African gov-
ernment to extend its support to the
LTTE’s cause. The Sri Lankan gov-
ernment media has been full of specu-
lative stories about the LTTE re-lo-
cating in South Africa since its base
in the UK was being undermined due
to the new laws against terrorist ac-
tivity in England. Government offi-
cials engaged in deep discussions
regarding this situation with a team
of representatives from the South
African mission in Delhi who visited
Sri Lanka in early November. The ur-
gency with which the government
viewed the situation was confirmed
when Foreign Minister Kadirgamer
made a rushed visit to South Africa
in mid November. The South African
government, while reassuring the Sri

Lankan government of its friendly in-
tentions towards this country, has not
made any clear commitment to pro-
scribe the LTTE or prohibit its activi-
ties on its soil.

Many of the Tamil political par-
ties had expressed their deep disap-
pointment at the remark attributed to
the President while in South Africa a
few weeks ago, that the Tamil people
are not the original people of this is-
land. ACTC leader Kumar Ponna-
mbalam, who took upon himself to
share the videotape of that particular
interview with his colleagues, came
in for a great deal of criticism from all
sides for his role in denouncing the
president’s comment.

At month end, Mr. Ponnambalam
was being sought for questioning re-
garding his links with the LTTE, by
the CID.

Representatives of the Tamil po-
litical parties met with the President
several times during November, to dis-
cuss matters relating to the govern-
ment’s devolution proposals and the
present stalemate at the level of the
Parliamentary Select Committee, as
well as to discuss concerns repeat-
edly voiced by the Tamil political
groups regarding the situation of food
shortages in the Vanni. However,
these talks have proved to be disap-
pointing, and as a consequence, the
TULF voted against the PA when the
time came to vote on the budget.

The businessmen’s peace initia-
tive floundered in the face of the in-
transigence of the UNP. Following
meetings with the group, it had been
agreed that the businessmen would
try to mediate between the PA and
the UNP to support a bi-partisan ap-
proach to a resolution of the ethnic
conflict. In keeping with this under-
standing, the government nominated
four eminent persons to pursue the
peace initiatives put forward by the
business community. However, the
UNP has refused to cooperate in thi
initiative, which remains stalled as &
result.

November 21 to 27 saw the LTTE s
celebration of their Heroes” Week
which commemorates one of the firs:
suicide attacks by the LTTE. On the
birthday of LTTE chief Prabhakaran
he issued a statement declaring ths
readiness of the LTTE to begin a prox-
ess of negotiations for peace. Al-
though security was tightenec
islandwide in expectation of an LTT=
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attack, no incident took place.

The Budget

On November 6, the People’s Alli-
ance government presented its fifth
budget.

Deputy Minister of Finance, Prof.
G.L. Peiris, who presented it in Parlia-
ment called it a budget that would take
Sri Lanka forward to the 21st century
and beyond, saying that the govem-
ment had identified Information Tech-
nology (IT) as a major thrust area with
a view to encouraging the exploita-
tion of IT for national development.

In the preamble to the budget, the
Minister said that the country had
seen 6.4% growth in the past year,
with a narrowing of the fiscal deficit.
The total public debt (as a share of
the GDP) had fallen, inflation and in-
terest rates were down, and national
savings had increased, with foreign
reserves being maintained at a healthy
level. Declines in international prices
of crude oil,. sugar and wheat had also
led to reduction in expenditure.

The budget announced large-
scale development in urbanization,
regional industrialization, relief for
pensioners, programmes for employ-
ment generation and skills develop-
ment. New job opportunities for
150,000 to 225,000 youth would be
made available during the next two
years, the Minister said. He also an-
nounced grants to protect school chil-
dren from malnutrition, and an in-
crease of Rs. 80 million for the issue
of Special Food Stamps to families
receiving Samurdhi Assistance,
aimed at encouraging mothers to
breast-feed their infants.

Extension was given for tax relief
and incentives permitted to the pri-
vate sector for regional industrializa-
tion, till 31st December 1999. A five-
year tax holiday was announced for
institutions providing training in pri-
ority fields such as Apparel, Jewel-
lery, Gems, Electronic and Computer
Software.

The estimate fore defence ex-
penditure in the budget for 1999 is
Rs. 47 billion. The Defence levy was
increased by 1% - from 4.5 %t0 5.5 %
- and the stamp fee for an ordinary
letter by one rupee from Rs. 2.50 to
Rs. 3.50.

The budget also raised the prices
of both local and foreign liquor by 10
% and the price of cigarettes of all
brands by 50 cents.

The budget underwent reforms
while it was before Parliament, with
the Minister withdrawing a proposed
increase of 25% increase in train fares.

This meant a loss of Rs. 300 mil-
lion in terms of the envisaged budget.
Other proposals, such as the reduc-
tion of the duty free allowance granted
to Sri Lankan workers abroad, were
also withdrawn following criticism.

The UNP created a controversy
during the reading, by bringing in and
displaying placards denouncing the
PA within the Parliamentary chamber.
The session had to be suspended for
half an hour for order to be restored.
The budget was passed in Parliament
with the TULF, TELO and UNP vot-
ing against it.

The War in the North and East
There continued to be sporadic
clashes between the security forces
and the LTTE in the north and east
throughout the month of November,
although no major clashes took place.
An attack on the Naval convoy
escorting the ship LANKA MUD-
ITHA from Kankesanthurai in Jaffna
peninsula to Trincomalee resulted in
17 naval personnel being listed as
missing in action while a further 9 were
warded in hospital with injuries. How-
ever, the ship was not hurt and it re-
tumed to Jaffna without damage.
There were also several air strikes
reported by the Air Force against
LTTE bases and camps in the Mull-
aitivu area. There have been repeated
reports of sightings of air craft in the
northern skies, fuelling speculation
that the LTTE has acquired aircraft
for its military. This placed the Sri
Lanka Air Force, already beleaguered
by the loss of most of its aircratt in
the past two years due to a series of
mishaps, in a very precarious posi-

" tion. These fears were confirmed by

an LTTE broadcast in late November,
which stated that they used aircraft
to scatter flowers on the graves of
their fallen colleagues during their
commemoration of Heroes’ Week.
Within the military, the problems
created by the lack of manpower con-
tinued to pose a major obstacle to the
war effort. The transport bottleneck
created by the suspension of civilian
flights to the northern peninsula cre-
ated many logistical and personnel
problems for the army. In the mean-
while, continued exposures about
corruption and mismanagement of

funds in the military led to the Presi-
dent taking charge of all matters re-
lating to the purchase of arms and ac-
cessories to the security forces. She
also appointed a special investigation
to look into these allegations. The
President also ordered the dissolution
of the Tender Boards functioning
under the Ministry of Defence to de-
cide on tenders for the supply of ac-
cessories.

Civilian Life in the North

During the budget debate, TULF
MP Tiruchelvam stated that food as-
sistance to the north and east had
been cut by 57%. He quoted figures
for Jaffna saying that 416,000 persons
were receiving food aid, that there was
60% unemployment in the peninsula
and that 90% of the school buildings
were in a state of disrepair.

Following intelligence reports
about an impending attack by the
LTTE on the Jaffna peninsula, secu-
rity was tightened in the area. Fish-
ing was banned in the Southern part
of the Jaffna lagoon and in the areas
from around Point Pedro to Pannai to
Grunagar from November 5, as a safety
measure. The military offered food
assistance to those fishermen who
were affected by this ban.

Following months of negotiation,
on November 27 the government fi-
nally announced that it would give
permission for the communication
equipment requested by the UNDP’s
landmine clearing team to be taken to
Jaffna.

However, given the transport
problems, it remained to be seen ex-
actly when the equipment would ac-
tually reach the peninsula. The mine-
clearing team however remained op-
timistic that they could start work in
the early part of 1999.

The assassination of Rev. Srid-
haran in Jaffna in early November
while at prayer sent another strong
message to the civilian population of
the peninsula that they should not
try to defy the LTTE in any way. Pres-
sure on public officials continues, and
although schools continue to func-
tion, there has been a lot of pressure
on them to close down. In the mean-
while, Secretary of the Chavakach-
cheri Pradesheeya Sabha, V.
Arunanthy, resigned from his post,
alleging threats.

The situation of food shortages
in the Vanni areas continued to be a
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controversial issue. At meetings with
the President on November 6 and 13,
representatives of the EPDP, PLOTE
and EPRLF brought to her attention
that the figures of people needing
food aid in the Vanni was 350,000. The
President rejected these figures. The
government insists that the figures
being presented by government offi-
cials in those areas are incorrect and
inflated. For example, the Government
Agent for Kilinochchi gives a figure
of 36,000 while defence sources say
there are only 13,000 persons in the
area; for Mullaiitvu, the GA’s figure
is 28,000 while defence figures state
8,300. In all, according to government
figures, the state supplies food assis-
tance to 137,967 persons in the un-
cle-ared’ areas of the Vanni.

Restrictions imposed on the dis-
tribution of fuel in the Vanm have se-
verely affected nearly 200,000 farm-
ers. The Defence Ministry permits the
issue of 700 barrels of kerosene each
containing 210 litres per month in the
Mullaitivu District. Kerosene at pres-
ent is being issued only on family
cards in the Mullaitivu District.

With the price of a litre of kero-
sene oil being Rs. 180/- in the area,
farmers are unable to start their culti-
vation activities though the rainy sea-
son has already set in. This was bro-
ught to the notice of the authorities
at the conference of G.A.s of Vavu-
niya, Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu and
Mannar Districts held recently. Farm-
ers who had made all preparations for
the cultivation of nearly 100,000 acres
of paddy in areas not under the con-
trol of the armed forces in the above
four Districts have now abandoned
their activities due to the fuel short-
‘age.
Violence in the areas close to
Vavuniya town have continued to ter-
rorise the population. On November
13, 2 PLOTE member, Chandramohan,
was shot dead while riding his bicy-
cle. On November 14, President of the
Vavuniya Multi-Purpose Co-opera-
tive Society, Mr. Veerasingham, was
brutally attacked and badly injured.

Civilian Life in the East

Batticaloa continued in darkness
for the second month, with no signs
of the electricity being re-installed.

Following numerous reports of
public protests against the abduction
of young children by the LTTE, this
practice was called to a halt. However,

the LTTE presence in the area con-
tinues to be felt strongly, and a cli-
mate of fear prevails.

Restrictions of transport of food
and other essential items within the
areas not under army control in the
east continued to present a major
obstacle to normaley. Villagers in the
Vakarai area, for example, have lived
with the fact that they can only take
a minimum amount of food across
the ‘border’ between military con-
trolled and LTTE controlled areas.
Certain items such as polythene and
milk food are totally prohibited. This
creates many difficulties for families
with young children.

In Trincomalee, displaced per-
sons who had spent months in
camps waiting for their turn to travel
to Jaffna have been agitating for an
early passage. On November 11,
over 500 persons at the 3rd Mile
Post Refugee Camp in Uppuveli
launched a fast demanding that they
be sent back to Jaffna immediately.
The strike was only called off after
intervention by some political lead-
ers of the area.

At present, there is only the
LANKA MUDITHA which plies
between Jaffna and Trincomalee,
which transports both people and
goods to the north. Thousands of
people are stranded at both ends,
unable to travel, and the onset of
the monsoon effectively means a
halt to even the LANKA MUDI-
THA’s trips. The attack on the con-
voy escorting the ship in early No-
vember heightened the fear, and has
frightened off all other possible ship-
owners from taking on the govern-
ment’s offer to provide transport to
the north. Civilians complain that
the use of these ships to transport
armed forces personnel places not
only the military but also civilian
passengers at risk. However, at
present, the military has no option
but to utilise this mode of transport.

Estimates say some 5000 per-
sons are stranded in Trincomalee
waiting for transport to the north,
while similarly over 1500 persons
wait in Jaffna for transport to the
south. Soldiers are unable to come
home on leave, students unable to
report to schools and universities,
workers unable to report for jobs,
expatriates stranded for weeks with-
out being able to return to their
homes, schools and jobs outside

the country. However, the resumption
of air service to the north has been ruled
out, say Defence Ministry sources,
because of fears of an LTTE attack.

Human Rights in the North and East
In the face of mounting criticism
locally and from abroad about its le-
thargic handling of the investigation
into the allegations that there is a mass
grave located near the Chemmani
check-point in Jaffna, the government
issued a statement reiterating its com-
mitment to the investigation. However,
in practical terms, nothing has hap-
pened. Jaffna Commander Balagalle has
placed the area under Police guard and
made it out of bounds to other than
authorised persons. He has also wel-
comed comments and suggestions from
the human rights groups in Jaffna that
have been agitating around this issue,
such as the Guardians’ Association.

Kumarapuram :

In November, Mutur Magistrate
R.M. Jayawardena committed the ac-
cused in the Kumarapuram massacre
case to trial at the High Court. At the
non-summary proceedings presided
over by him, he said that there was suf-
ficient evidence to take this action.

In this case, 6 soldiers and 2 civil-
jans stand charged with the murder of
24 Tamil civilians (including 2 infants, 3
children under the age of 10 and 8 per-
sons between the ages of 11 and 20)
and the attempted murder of 26 more
Tamil civilians on the 11th of February
1996. The accused were indicted on 103
counts, and there were 54 civilian wit-
nesses.

The massacre occurred in February
1996, after the bodies of 2 members of
the security forces were found at the
58th milepost junction on the Mutur-
Kiliveddy road. The men had been shot
dead. Their colleagues then went on
rampage in the village nearby, and kalled
24 people. Since the village was in close
proximity to the army camp, many of
the villagers who testified had ident-
fied the accused quite clearly as hav-
ing been among the group who enterec
the village that day.

Mpylanthanai :

The case in which several members
of the armed forces are charged with
the massacre of 35 villagers in Myl
anthani, following the deaths of Ger-
eral Kobbeakduwa and several others
has been assigned to the High Court 1r.
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Colombo. The case will begin on
March 17, 1999.

The Search for Peace

The space for developing a peace
initiative within the mainstream po-
litical parties of Sri Lanka remained
extremely limited. At a meeting with
representatives of the TULF on No-
vember 13, the President said she was
willing to open negotiations with the
LTTE within a stipulated time-frame,
and discuss a cease-fire thereafter. On
November 22, Mannar Bishop Joseph
said he felt that the LTTE would con-
sider returning to the negotiating ta-
bles if the Thimpu principles would
form the basis of the discussion. The
LTTE also issued a statement calling
for negotiations to mark the birthday
of their chief Prabhakaran on Novem-
ber 26. However, the response of the
government to this overture remained
unclear, while the UNP remains com-
mitted to a policy of non-co-opera-
tion with the government in this re-
gard..

At the Puttalam District Conven-
tion of the SLFP, the President went
on record as saying that even if the
UNP did not join the PA to push the
proposed Constitutional reforms
through Parliament, ‘we have found
alternative methods of enact Consti-
tutional reform’. This has refuelled
speculation that the PA will continue
to explore extra-Parliamentary means
of bringing about Constitutional re-
forms and should send off alarm bells
in the ears of all democratic forces in
Sri Lanka.

In the meanwhile, Britain is pre-
pared to act as a facilitator to find a
solution to the ethnic issue in Sri
Lanka if the Sri Lankan Government
extends an invitation to it to do so,
said the members of the British Par-
liamentary delegation in Colombo on
a Commonwealth Parliamentary As-
sociation sponsored tour. However,
the government remains literally para-
noid regarding external intervention
or mediation in the Sri Lankan con-
flict and Opposition Leader Wickre-
masinghe has rejected any offers
made by the President out of hand.
Speaking at a series of UNP rallies
throughout the island, Wickremasin-
ghe has gone on record as saying that
the UNP had decided not to support
the political solution presented by the
PA Government.

However, the Foreign Minister

continued to reiterate that Sri Lanka
is not willing to accept any third party
mediation as a means to resolving the
ethnic conflict. Speaking in South Af-
rica, Mr. Kadirgamar was reported as.
saying that Sri Lanka has no faith in
third party mediation as many prob-
lems had cropped up in past settle-
ments arrived at through third party
mediation. According to the Minis-
ter, talks with the LTTE in the past
had only produced negative results.

The Ven. Malwatte Wimalabuddhi
Thera, the Ven. Thalalle Dhammaloka
Thera, the Ven. Madithiyagala Vijitha
Thera, the Ven Kumaragama Vajira
Nayaka Thera, the Ven. Mapalagama
Vipulasara Thera, the Ven. Batapola
Nanda, the Bishop of Colombo Malc-
olm Ranjith, Mr. Yogendra Duraisw-
amy, Dr. Radhika Cumaraswamy, pop-
ular actress and environmentalist Ira-
nganie Serasinghe were among those
who attended the inaugural meeting
of the Alliance for Peace in Colombo
on November 11. Towards the end of
the meeting, a few young Buddhist
monks and laymen began shouting
anti-peace slogans and a scuftle en-
sued.

Those present have alleged that
the National Movement against Ter-
rorism was involved in this incident.
In the past months, the NMAT has
been extremely vocal in its criticism
of all those who speak out for peace
and mention negotiations with the
LTTE. In leaflet distributed at the Al-
liance for Peace meeting, the NMAT
called for the arrest of all those who
make this appeal, singling out sev-
eral individuals for arrest. In a press
statement 1ssued a few days prior to
this incident, the NMAT stated : “If
government, opposition or any other
par-ty or group continues to jeopard-
ise the security of the state, its peo-
ple and the Sinhala race by spear-
heading irresponsible, suicidal and
destructive peace talks that will cul-
minate with the break up of this coun-
try, we the people who are against
separatist terrorism will rise’. Political
observers see this as an ominous
portent of more such altercations to
come.

Disappearances Commission

The Presidential Commission on
Missing Persons announced the post-
ponement of its intended visit to
Jaffna, on the grounds that they could
not trace many of the complainants.

Most of the complainants, it was
found, had left their former places of -
residence, and attempts made to lo-
cate their present addresses through
G.As and the ICRC have not been ad-
equately fruitful. A spokesperson for
the Commission said that the would
now take action through newspaper
advertisements to request these per-
sons to notify their present addresses
to the Commuission.

The Commission held sittings in
November, Trincomalee and Batti-
caloa during November. Their man-
date was to inquire into those com-
plaints made to the previous Commis-
sions which had not been investi-
gated by that Commission.

There were 12 such cases on rec-
ord for Trincomalee, 150 for Pollon-
naruwa and 34 for Batticaloa.

The South African Connection

In what government media de-
scribed as ‘a pre-emptive strike
against the LTTE’ Foreign Minister
Kadirgamer flew to Pretoria on No-
vember 15, to plead the Sri Lankan
case before the leaders of South Af-
rica. :

Although the publicly adopted
stance of the government is that it
fears that the LTTE will move its in-
ternational operations to South Af-
rica once the situation in Europe be-
comes difficult, in fact, what seems to
have disturbed the government is the
growth of pro-Tamil and pro-LTTE
sentiments within South Africa includ-
ing within the South African govem-
ment, and speculation of possible in-
terventions by South Africa to call
for a negotiated peace in Sri Lanka.

Reports from South Africa state
that several Tamil organisations that
work 1n solidarity with the LTTE are
already well established there. Among
them are : the People Against Sri
Lankan Oppression (PASLO), Dravi-
dians for Peace and Justice(DPJ) and
Tamil Eelam Support Group.

Plantation Areas
Following the settlement of the
strike on the Passara plantations, the
Badulla Magistrate on November 27
ordered the arrest of 37 persons al-
legedly involved in the incidents in
which the Superintendent’s house
was set on fire. Trade union repre-
sentatives have alleged that the fire
was set by the owners of the planta-
(continued on next page)
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tion themselves to bring the trade
union to disrepute.

Among those whose arrest has
been ordered are MP T.V. Sennan and
former Provincial Councillor, Vela-
yutham.

University Unrest

A clash between two rival student
factions at the Kelaniya University on
November 19th left injured, 3 of them
seriously. The clash was between the
United Student Front and the Student
Solidarity Foundation and arose over
disputes regarding the forthcoming
Student Council elections.

Following the clash, the Univer-
sity was declared closed.

Civil Society Actions

Several civil society actions mar-
ked the month of November. A broad
network of peace groups calling it-
self the Alliance for Peace held its first
public meeting at the Public Library
in Colombo on November 11. The
meeting was extremely well attended
with representation from different sec-
tors of civil society and members of
all ethnic, linguistic and religious
groups being present. During the
course of the meeting, some persons
allegedly from the National Move-
ment against Terrorism (NMAT),
which has been actively denouncing
any calls for peace as being pro-LTTE
tried to disrupt the meeting and an
altercation ensued. Later on, the Ven,
Sobitha, a well-known Buddhist monk
who is also linked to the NMAT, de-
nounced the attack and distanced
himself from this action.

NGOs Protest:

On November 17, a coalition of
NGOs organised a demonstration and
public meeting against the Voluntary
Social Service Organisations (Regis-
tration and Regulation) Act and in
particularly recent Amendment to the
Act which empowers the Minister of
Social Services to intervene directly
in the internal affairs of a voluntary
organisation. The demonstration was
well attended and a petition signed
by over 500 non-governmental or-
ganisations from all parts of the coun-
try and from all sectors of society was
released. The original of this petition
is due to be handed over to the Min-
ister in charge.

“We Have Not Closed
" the Doors for Peace”

LTTE Leader

“We have not closed the doors for
peace. We are open to the civilized
method of resolving conflicts through
rational dialogue. Since the Sinhala
leadership lacks the political will and
sincerity to resolve the problem we
favour third party mediation for politi-
cal negotiations,” leader of the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
Veluppillai Pirapaharan, said in his
annual “Heroes Day” message deliv-
ered on 27 November 1998.

The following are extracts tfrom
Tamil Tiger leader’s message as re-
leased by LTTE International Secre-
tariat, 211 Katherine Road in London:

“While the whole world has radi-
cally transformed and moving on the
path of peace, progress and harmony
and preparing itself to embrace the
new millennium Sri Lanka is still caught
up in a turbulent conflict. The Tamil
national question continues to torment

Displaced Muslims:

On November 22, over 5000 dis-
placed Muslims from the northern
parts of the island came together in
Puttalam to commemorate the 8th an-
niversary of their expulsion from the
peninsula and to put forward their
calls for a negotiated settlement of the
ethnic conflict and the creation of an
atmosphere within which they could
return to their homes. The meeting,
which was organised by the North-
ern Muslims’ Rehabilitation Organi-
sation, brought together dispos-
sessed Muslims from 66 Welfare Cen-
tres in and around Puttalam.

Violence Against Women:

November 25 was International
Day against Violence against Women.
The Sri Lanka Women’s NGO Forum
carried out a poster campaign de-
nouncing violence against women
and announced a public rally on De-
cember 8 as part of its participation in
the global campaign of 16 days of ac-
tivism against violence against
women.

(From INFORM)

the Island as a bumning issue fuelled
by war and violence. Why is it that
the Tamil ethnic conflict, with a pro-
longed history of more than half-a
century, continues to be an insur
mountable problem while the world 1
undergoing change, resolving tensio
ns and conflicts?

The Tamil people are demanding
none other than their inalienable rights.
Therefore, political justice is on their
side. What are we demanding? What
are we struggling for?

We aspire to live peace fully witk
freedom and dignity, without the in-
terference of anyone, in our own soL.
in our Motherland where we are borr.
and bred; in our own historical home-
land which belongs to us. We too, are
human beings. We constitute ourse.-
ves as a human society possessing
the basic rights of human beings. Wz
are a national formation with a distinc’
language, culture and history. We
therefore, demand that we should be
recognized as a community of people
as a social formation with distinct char-
acteristics. We have the right to dete-
rmine our political status. On the be-
sis of the right, we aspire to choos:
freely a political model suited to us v
govern ourselves.

This is what our people are dz-
manding and fighting for. The Sinba.:
nation has been denying this just ar.:
civilized demand. It is precisely for tk.:
reason that the Sinhala state has bee”
oppressing and suppressing our pe:-
ple. Successive Sri Lanka Governm:-
nts have neither integrated or assiT-
lated our people within the unitz~
system nor allowed our people L=
right to secede.

Instead, they have always attec
pted to repress and subjugate our pe
ple. It is for this reason we have bez
compelled to fight a political strugc
for the last fifty years. Though -
forms of our struggle have ch.. .
in accordance with the historical co= -
pulsions, we continue to fight for =
litical rights, for our right to live in ==
dom. Now the Tamil struggle has ex:.
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nded and escalated into a war between
two nations.

It 1s none other than the anti-Tamil
attitude of Sinhala-Buddhist chauvin-
ism that has tumed Sri Lanka into a
blazing cauldron of violence. The
Tamil national question arose as his-
torical product of this racist oppres-
sion.

The world has changed with the
passage of time. Similarly the politics
of the world also has changed. But
the politics of the Sinhala nation has
not changed. It is unfortunate that the
Sinhala politicians have not realized
this fact. Fantasies that arose from
ancient mythology have grown and
developed into hegemonic ideas
which exert tremendous impact on the
Sinhala political and intellectual world.
As a consequence the Sinhala nation
lacks the ability to comprehend ob-
jectively the very basis as well as the
rationale behind the Tamil issue and
to deal with the problem humanly.

Over the years our people have
been shedding tears of blood under
the oppressive grip of sinhala chau-
vinism. We are deeply saddened by
the fact that their long standing suf-
fering has not yet touch the consci-
ence of the world community. Apart
from this apathetic attitude shown by
the international community towards
the problems of our people, the mas-
sive financial and military assistance
provided to Sri Lanka by foreign coun-
tries has also exacerbated their tragic
plight. The assistance provided by for-
eign countries has also encouraged
the rigid, irreconcilable and bellicose
attitude of the Sinhala chauvinists.
The world community has always fou-
ght for the cause of the oppressed and
it has always raised its voice of pro-
test or intervened whenever there have
been incidents of human rights viola-
tions, crimes against humanity or re-
pression of minority nations in any
part of the world. But we are dismayed
to note that the international commu-
nity is observing a muted silence over
the colossal tragedy faced by the Eel-
am Tamils. Encouraged by the econo-
mic aid, military assistance, political,
moral and diplomatic backing gained
from international countries, Sinhala
chauvinists have been adopting a gen-
ocidal policy against the Tamils with
single-minded ruthlessness and arro-
gance. We are aware of the fact that
the international community is mis-
guided by the sophisticated misinfor-

mation campaign carried out by Sri

Lanka. It is unfortunate that the world:

community has uncritically assimilat-
ed the preposterous theories advanc-
ed by the Sri Lankan state (i.e. war for
peace) to legitimize its military cam-
paign against the Tamils. Neverthe-
less, facts about the plight of the Ta-
mils have also found their way to the
international arena. Atrocities and in-
jJustices committed against the Tamil
people for the last several decades
have been well documented and sub-
mitted to international forums. Inter-
national human rights organisations
have expressed serious concern that
the state oppression against the Tamil
has reached genocidal proportions. It
is well known internationally that more
than sixty thousand innocent Tamil
civilians have been brutally done to
death over the years by the terror and
viclence unleashed by the racist state
in the Tamil homeland. Further more,
more than eight hundred thousand
Tamils, who fled the country and
sought refuge all over the world, bear
testimony as living witness to the bar-
baric nature of the Sinhala state op-
pression. The world 15 aware of all
these facts. Yet, we are surprised and
deeply saddened to note that this mo-
numental human tragedy has not yet
aroused the concem of world commu-
nity. .
We are well aware that in the
present world order every country pur-
sues its own national and commercial
interests. Yet, the civilized world has
always given primacy to the universal
values of human rights and freedoms.
What dismays us is that the countries
which lead the civilized world are re-
luctant to raise their voices against the
uncivilized forms of oppression un-
leashed against the Tamils. Neverthe-
less, we have not lost hope. One day
the truths that are buried deeply in the
mass graves of Tarml Eelam will cmerge
from slumber and reveal the true face
of Sinhala chauvinism. Only then the
tragic story of our people will touch
the heart of the world. Until such time,
Eelam Tamils living all over the world
should continue their campaign relent-
lessly about the tragic existential con-
ditions of our people in the Tamil home-
land with the objective of arousing the
conscience of humanity.

So far, not a single voice of ration-
ality is heard from the Sinhala national
against the war. None so far has made
a plea to put an end to the war and

resolve the problem by peaceful mea-
ns. From politicians to the monks, from
intellectuals to the journalists, every
one calls for the intensifications of the
war. The Sinhala nation wants to con-
tinue the war to subjugate the Tamil
nation.

Sri Lanka is a Buddhist country, a
nation that follows the teachings of
the Compassionate One who preached
the noble ideals of love, truth and en-
lightenment. We are surprised as to
how the evil of racism and militarism
has raised its ugly head in a Buddhist
society that thrived on the philoso-
phy of “dharma”.

Today the war has expanded and
escalated into a full-fledged confla-
gration in which armed forces of the
two nations are confronting each
other. The Sinhala nation is engaged
in war of aggression to occupy Tamils
land and to subjugate the Tamil peo-
ple. We are fighting to protect our peo-
ple and liberate our soil from alien ag-
gression. The Sinhala nation is en-
gaged 1n a war of injustice where as
we are engaged in a liberation strug-
gle in which justice 1s on our side.

Chandrika’s government, which
has reached the peak in oppressing
the Tamils is determined to escalate
and continue the war. Her government
1s bent on prosecuting the war through
the military campaign have demoral-
1zed the army, brought massive de-
struction of life and property and shat-
tered the economy of the country.
Chandrika’s military project has crum-
bled and failed to achieve any of its
strategic objectives. The fundamen-
tal objective of the war 1s to defeat
and destroy the Liberation Tigers. But
the LTTE has not been defeated but
rather has grown immensely in
strength acquiring wider experience in
the art of modern warfare and turned
out to be an invincible force. The wan-
ni battles caused a serious of deba-
cles and massive casualties to the
Sinhala armed forces. The ‘Jayasikuru
battles, which was undertaken with
the grand design to open the road to
Jaffna, has prolonged for more than a
year and half and reached an impasse
with the fall of Killinochchi.

Chandrika’s political project of es-
tablishing Sinhala state administration
in the occupied Jaffna peninsula with
the help of the Tamil quislings is also
being shattered . We cannot allow the
Sinhala aggressive army to occupy

(continued on next page)
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even an inch of our homeland nor will
we permit Sinhala state administrative
functions in the occupied Tamil lands.
We are shedding blood and fighting a
deadly struggle with the primary ob-
jective of liberating our motherland
which is the very foundation of the
national existence and economic life
of our people. Therefore we cannot
permit the foot print of the Sinhala
aggressors to remain embedded on
our sacred soil.

We do not believe that Chandrika,
who has become the author of the
most blood strained chapter in the his-
tory of oppression of the Tamils, will
bring peace to the country by resolv-
ing the Tamil national issue by peace-
ful means. She is a firm believer in a
military solution and lives in an illu-

sion that political conflicts can be -

solved by military means. She is also
a prisoner of the Sinhala-Buddhist
chauvinistic ideology. One cannot
therefore expect a leadership domi-
nated by such thinking to be humane
and compassionate enough to do jus-
tice to the Tamils.

We have not closed the doors for
peace. We are open to the civilized
method of resolving conflicts through
rational dialogue. Since the Sinhala
leadership lacks the political will and

" sincerity to resolve the problem we
favour third party mediation for politi-
cal negotiations. But we are not pre-
pared to accept any pre-conditions for
political dialogue. We want the politi-
cal negotiations to be held in an at-
mosphere of peace and normalcy, free
from the conditions of war, military
aggression and economic blockades.
We are not stipulating any pre-condi-
tions for peace talks. We are suggest-
ing the creation of a climate of peace
and goodwill to hold peace talks, a
congenial environment in which our
people must be free from the heavy
burden of suffering imposed on them.
We hold the view that political nego-
tiations cannot be free, fair and just if
the Government utilizes the military
aggression on our soil and the restric-
tions imposed on the economic life of
our people as political pressures. We
are prepared to engage in initial talks
to discuss the removal of such pres-
sures and to workout a basic frame
work for political negotiations.

Our people are facing unbearable
suffering in the form of death, destruc-
tion, displacement, hunger and star-

IS SRI LANKA READY
FOR PEACE TALKS AGAIN ?

Jehan Perera

n his annual address to mark He-
roes’ Day, the LTTE leader Velupil-
lai Prabakaran, spoke of the need
to solve the Sri Lankan conflict in the
manner of a civilised society. In civili-
sed societies matters of contending
rights would be settled by negotia-

tions based on principle. The unfortu-

nate example of Sri Lanka is that power
and ambition have often prevailed
over rights. Mr Prabakaran’s recent
offer to negotiate a settlement to the
ethnic conflict may also be analysed
in this hight.

Those who are concerned by the
destruction and suffering caused by
the 15 year war would rejoice in the
LTTE leader’s offer talk peace with the
government. It was only a week earli-
er that President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga had told the leaders of the Tamil

vation. They live as prisoners in their
own homeland, facing daily, various
forms of military atrocities. Our peo-
ple want their day-to-day urgent prob-
lems resolved immediately. They can-
not wait over an indefinite time until
the peace talks resume and the ethnic
conflict is discussed, resolved and the
solution implemented. They want the
war to come to an end and the occu-
pation army that torments them to
withdraw and their urgent cxistential
problems addressed immediately. Is
Chandrika’s Government prepared to
take a bold step to deal with the imme-
diate essential problems of our peo-
ple and resume political negotiations
in a congenial climate of peace and
goodwill? If not, the possibility tor
peace and a peaceful negotiated po-
litical settlement to the ethnic conflict
will become remote.

We do not anticipate that the
hawkish and racist attitude of Sinhala
chauvinism will undergo fundamental
transformation. If such change does
not take place Sinhala chauvinism will
bear the responsibility for creating the
concrete historical conditions for the
birth of independent Tamil state. ~ @

parliamentary parties that she was
willing to negotiate with the LTTE.
Both Mr Prabakaran and Mrs
Kumaratunga need to be applauded,
and supported, if their offers to talk
peace to one another are genuine.

But peace is still, alas, a consider-
able distance away. As several ana-
lysts including the JVP spokesman
Wimal Wimalawansa have cautioned,
the peace offers of the two leaders
should not be viewed in isolation from
their strategies to promote their inter-
ests. The LTTE and the government
have their own goals which they seek
to achieve through a multiplicity of
means. Offers to talk are one of these
means. Military operations are anot-
her means.

From the viewpoint of those who
want a less violent society, it is pref-
erable that the two leaders should try
to obtain a more advantageous posi-
tion through words than by bombs.
They should be encouraged to switch
channels from bombs to words in their
conflict with one another. The inter-
national media gave considerable
publicity to Mr Prabakaran’s peace
offering. This should not be grudged.

It is certainly preferable that the
LTTE should pile on the pressure on
the Sri Lankan government in this
manner through political means
(words) rather than through the more
accustomed military means (bombs)
which has led them to a position of
strength in the country. The change
in tactics may herald the dawn of a
more civilised search for a long last-
ing solution to the country’s ethnic
conflict.

But to be realistic a peaceful solu-
tion itself is still a while away. For
there to be a solution, it is essential
that the conflicting parties should be
willing to respect the rights of the
other side, while fighting for their own
With its ban on the LTTE as a terror-
ist organisation, and its continuing
efforts to have it banned internation-
ally as well, the government has de-
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nied legitimacy to the LTTE. There
can hardly be any question of rights
to an illegitimate organisation.

On the other hand, a distinguish-
ing feature of the LTTE leader’s He-
roes’ Day speech was its lack of con-
cern for the other peoples who inhabit
this country. There was only a con-
cern for the Tamil people in an island
that is also home to Sinhalese, Mus-
lims and Indian Tamils. The black and
white portrayal of the conflict also
demonstrated a terrible lack of self-
critical awareness. Any community
that seeks justice must first of all be
self-critical about its own conduct in
the past. Second they should be con-
cerned also with the rights of others,
and not be so self-absorbed that they
are only concerned with themselves.

In particular the black portrayal of
the Sinhalese may be natural to a man
who has spent most of his life keep-
ing alight the flames of Tamil nation-
alism. But it was not at all helpful, or
accurate, for Mr Prabakaran to say
that “So far not a single voice of ra-
tionalism is heard from the Sinhala
nation against the war. None so far
has made a plea to put an end to the
war and resolve the problem by peace-
ful means. From politicians to monks,
from intellectuals to journalists, eve-
ryone calls for an intensification of
the war. The Sinhala nation wants to
continue the war to subjugate the
Tamil nation.” This would create a
demonised image of the Sinhalese
people in the eyes of Tamils, espe-
cially those of the younger genera-
tion who are cocooned in the north-
east and do not know better. If Mr
Prabakaran’s intention was to foster
Tamil hatred against the Sinhalese
then it would seem that real peace is
still far from his mind.

The Sri Lankan government’s ban
on the LTTE and policy of making it

difficult to communicate with them
would have much to do with this un-
fortunate frame of mind within the
LTTE. But it also may be that Mr
Prabakaran, as the supreme military
leader of the LTTE, is devoting most
of his time to fighting against the Sri
Lankan military which is at his door-
step. There is a need for the LTTE to
consider setting up a fully fledged po-
litical organisation, on the lines of the
IRA-Sinn Fein arrangement, if peace
through the civilised means of politi-
cal negotiations is to be a reality. At
this time, however, it is to the LTTE’s
credit that it does permit some voices
of Tamil civil society to emerge out of
the hatred and division of the ethnic
war. The Bishop of Mannar, Dr
Rayappu Joseph, has been quite forth-
right in stating that the Tamils should
give up the idea of a separate state,
while stating that the Sinhalese sho-
uld be prepared to relinquish the uni-
tary constitutional framework of gov-
ernance.

For many years, from the early
1980s, there have been many people
from among the Sinhalese people who
have opposed the war and have stood
for genuine power sharing with the
Tamil people in the form of regional
autonomy or federalism. They were
not strong or numerous enough to
stand up and halt the juggernaut of
war. But in more recent times the
voices for peace in the Sinhalese civil
society have grown more numerous.
In the past two months, not only the
country’s business leaders, but also
an Alliance for Peace of more than
one hundred organisations have ac-
tivated themselves to end the war.
Among those who braved assault at
that public meeting by a smaller group
of pro-war agitatators, and prevailed,
were Sinhalese intellectuals, Buddhist
monks and journalists.
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More scientific evidence of the
change in the consciousness of the
Sinhalese people has also emerged
from the results of the public opinion
survey carried out by the Centre for
Anthropological and Social Studies
of the University of Colombo. As
many as 77 percent of the respond-
ents said that they did not believe that
a military solution could bring about
a solution to the ethnic conflict. But
the problem is that they do not know
what the political solution should in
fact be. They have not been provided
with an alternative vision of a gov-
ernmental system that could satisfy
Tamil aspirations while restoring
peace.

The task of the peace movement
is to take more and more Sinhalese in
the direction of accepting the basis
of the political framework that could
satisfy the Tamil people. One such
basis would be the Thimpu principles
on which all the Tamil parties are
agreed, including the LTTE. A large
enough number of the Sinhalese in-
telligentsia and opinion leaders would
need to support negotiations on those
principles as a legitimate basis for
peace talks,

Without the backing of a large sec-
tor of public opinion, the government
cannot be expected to deliver to the
Tamil people the genuinely federal
framework that would do away with
the rationale for the war. It was only
when hundreds of thousands of Is-
raelis were prepared to come to the
streets to support the principle of an
exchange of “land for peace” that the
government got the courage to reach
a new level of agreement with the PLO.

Thus, it becomes evident that a
great deal of work on both sides of
the divide still need to be done if
peace talks between the LTTE and
government are to yield a political
settlement. In the meantime, the gov-
ernment can take up the LTTE lead-
er’s challenge of talks with foreign
mediation. They could talk first about
creating a conducive environment for
peace talks as requested by Mr Praba-
karan,

There is a pressing need to huma-
nise the war. The Sri Lankan ethnic
conflict has been a very cruel one,
especially to the combatants. Hardly
any of them are taken prisoner, being
killed instead. This can be seen in
the very high ratio of those killed to

(continued on page 13)
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Whither Peace Hopes

After Great Heroes Da};

D B S Jeyaraj

ixteen years ago on Nov 27th
Sathiyanathan alias Shankar of
Kambarmalai in the Vadama-
radchy division of Jaffna passed away
at a hospital in Madurai in Tamil Nadu.
He had been injured when the move-
ment he belonged to the Liberation
Tigers of Thamil Eelam (LTTE) launc-
hed an assault on the Chavakachcheri
Police Station and taken across the
sea to India for medical treatment
where he succumbed to his injuries.
Shankar was the first member of the
Tigers to be “martyred” for the cause.
Today by its own admission the LTTE
have sacrificed more than 13,300 in
the struggle for Thamil Eelam. Shan-
kar’s memory particularly the date of
his demise has now become etched
in the annals of contemporary Tamil
politics as “Maaveerar Naal” or “Maa-
veerar Thinam” meaning Great Heroes
Day or Martyrs Day.
It was in 1989 during the time
when the Indian army was occupy-

ing North-East Sri Lanka that the
LTTE first observed “Great Heroes
Day”. LTTE leader Velupillai Pirapa-
haran decided that November 27th
should be the day to commemorate
the fallen fighters of the LTTE as
Shankar was the first to die in combat
on behalf of the movement. The first
such observance was a low-key af-
fair with meetings being held clandes-
tinely in the Wanni or northern main-
land. The highlight then as it is now
was the address delivered by the
LTTE chief to a gathering of young
Tiger cadres. The speech was video-
taped and circulated widely.

The next year 1990 saw the LTTE
in control of most areas of the north-
em province and substantial portions
of the East as the Indian army depar-
ted from Sri Lanka at the request of
former President Premadasa. The
great heroes day was commemorated
on a wider scale. A speech was deliv-
ered by Prabakharan in Jaffna. The

(continued from page 11)
those injured. Usually the ratio is
about one to nine, but in Sri Lanka it
is one to two. Intemntational law and
the Geneva Conventions do not per-
mit the killing of those who are sur-
rendered, even if they wear uniforms.
Second, the government can take
steps to lift the economic embargo,
especially on kitchen fuels and ferti-
liser. Even the government soldiers
at the front say that this severely af-
fects the civilian population, while not
really hindering the LTTE from get-
ting its supplies. The LTTE gets all
its wants from the armed forces them-
selves, either by overrunning army
camps or by bribing the soldiers and
by smuggling from India. The econo-
mic embargo in every sense is a coun-
ter-productive exercise in futility.
Third, the LTTE can agree not to
launch specific and targeted attacks
against civilian establishments. The
suicide bombings of civilian targets
have confirmed its terrorist image and

made it easier for the government to
de-legitimise the LTTE in the eyes of
the world. Such acts also make it more
difficult for ordinary Tamil civilians to
represent the legitimacy of the LTTE’s
liberation struggle for Tamil rights in
the country. They also make peace
work among the Sinhalese more diffi-
cult. It is sad that so many years of
warfare have been necessary for the
level of aspirations of the two sides
to come near enough to one another
for them to be wedded together by a
third party mediator. But still the two
conflicting sides seem to be too far
apart. More years of unrestrained
warfare is too dreadful a thought to
contemplate. By engaging in prelimi-
nary talks to produce a conducive
environment for negotiations on the
three areas give above, it may be pos-
sible for the government and LTTE to
come closer together, slowly but
surely. The return to peace and norma-
ley will be a step by step process, not
a once and for all event. L

next year saw the entire week preced-
ing November 27th being declared”
Maaveerar Vaaram” or “Kilamai”
(Great heroes week). A variety of eve
nts including meetings, processions,
exhibitions, special rituals of worship
etc. were held in honour of the fallen
LTTE fighters. By this time the LTTE
had also begun building memorials
called “Maaveerar Thuyilum Illangal”
in their honour too. Special burial
grounds were set up as “Maaveerar
Mayanangal” also. Great heroes day
however was to commemorate exclu-
sively the LTTE fighters who had died.
Neither the ordinary Tamil people who
had died in this long conflict nor mem-
bers of other Tamil groups who laid
down their lives for the ideal of Thamil
Eelam were considered eligible for the
label of “Maaveerar”. Not even
Kuttimani ,Thangathurai and/or the
others who died in the Welikade mas-
sacre.

That year saw the official function
being held at Chavakachcheri. It was
the last official LTTE function where
Pirapaharan and his erstwhile deputy
Mahathaya were seen on the same
platform on amiable terms.In fact the
idea of commemorating a great heroes
week was said to have been intro-
duced by Mahathaya. It so happened
that the LTTE leader was born on
November 26th in 1954. Mahathaya’s
decision on a commemorative week
saw the leader’s birthday too coming
under the same week (November 2 Ist
to November 27th). It must be noted
however that the LTTE does not make
any special mention of the leader’s
birthday although Tamil expatriate
LTTE supporters used to do so. In re-
cent times presumably on a directive
from the LTTE hierarchyy the prac-
tice has virtually ceased abroad too.

The LTTE however has contin-
ued with the practice of commemo-
rating annually the Great Heroes
Week with special emphasis on the
last day or great heroes day. It has
also become a custom that on this
great heroes day the LTTE leader,
Pirapaharan, delivers an annual ad-
dress. Depending upon military cir-
cumstances it is either rendered in
person at a public meeting or broad-
cast through radio. Since the LTTE
leader is an elusive personality who
is seldom seen or heard by the public
at large, the Great Heroes Day address
has become perhaps the solitary op-
portunity for the world to know at first
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hand what the LTTE line of thought
is on current issues. Hearing or read-
ing Pirapaharan himself articulating
the latest Tamil Tiger position has
assumed greater importance of late
because of the established belief that
the LTTE leader is the sole and deter-
mining factor on what LTTE policy is.
Sometimes the address turns out to
be empty rhetoric shedding more heat
than light on the situation. On other
occasions it has served as a straw in
the wind pointing to the direction in
which the LTTE is proceeding.

This year’s Great Heroes Day the
tenth in the series was looked forward
to with eager anticipation. The main
reason for this was the expectation
that the LTTE leader would explicitly
state his position on possibilities of
resuming negotiations with the gov-
emment. It was quite obvious that the
LTTE displaying tremendous military
resilience had stymied the military
advances of the army in the Wanni. It
had also destabilised the situation in
Jaffna. With the opposition United
National Party(UNP) sabotaging the
Peoples Alliance (PA) government’s
efforts to introduce Constitutional
reform it seemed clear that no new

political package was in the offing.
National and international opinion
was veering around to an acceptance
of the ground reality that the LTTE
had not been considerably margina-
lised politically nor significantly weak-
ened militarily. Moreover the chief
opposition UNP was openly calling
upon the PA government to initiate
talks with the LTTE. Also many influ-
ential western nations and powerful
non-governmental organisations
were exerting indirect pressure on the
government to resume talks with the
Tigers. Thus the political tide of in-
ternational and national opinion was
flowing heavily in favour of the LTTE.

What was expected of the LTTE
at this juncture was a clear signal that
it was amenable for talks. Since it was
the LTTE which seemed to be in a
position of strength in the present
situation an expression of such inten-
tion was not doubted.

It was this hopeful mood that per-
haps led to many journalists, politi-
cians, commentators and analysts re-
cording very positive responses to
this year’s speech by the LTTE leader
initially. For a few days there were
euphoric expectations that peace was

round the corner because the LTTE
leader had expressed that their doors
were not closed for the resumption of
negotiations with the government.
Sober reflection upon the content of
the whole speech would not have jus-
tified such expectation.

The LTTE held the main rally of
the Great heroes day commemoration
at Mulliyawalai in the Mullai Theevu
district. A remarkable feature of the
rally was the personal appearance of
LTTE supremo Pirapaharan who lit the
traditional lamp at 6.06 pm and com-
menced his speech a minute later. Twe
other highlights of the day were the
formal inauguration of the LTTE air
wing and the observing of similia:
meetings in other parts of the Wanm
It has been the long cherished dream
of the LTTE and its leader to acquirc
and deploy aircraft in its war agains:
government forces. In recent times
there have been media reports tha:
the LTTE possessed at least two hel-
copters and two small planes. The
great heroes day saw LTTE aircrar:
showering flowers from the air in hom-
age to the fallen comrades. The LTTE
anti-aircraft unit with its deadly arse-
nal was present in full force on gro-
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und to counter attack any Sri Lankan
air force planes that may have ven-
tured into “Tiger airspace”. But no
such manouevre occurred.

The second highlight was the sta-
ging of commemorative rallies in other
places in the Wanni region. This was
the first time after the fall of Jaffna
that the LTTE was commemorating
great heroes day on such widespread
scale.

Velupillai Pirapaharan read out
from a prepared text. The LTTE leader
is a man of military action and not a
platform orator. His delivery was not
strikingly impressive. But what was
impressive was the “confidence” ma-
nifested in his tone. This was not ar-
tificial bravado aimed at boosting sag-
ging morale of cadres and support-
ers. On the contrary it was more rep-
resentative of a man sure of his goal
and assured of his motives. Although
much of what Pirapaharan said was a
replay of previous great heroes day
addresses two differences were vis-
ible or audible. One was that the
speech had been crafted cleverly with
a lot of political sagacity.

Thus the address on this occasion
conveyed an initial and superficial
impression that the LTTE was ready
for a meaningful settlement this time.

Instead of rejecting matters out-
right as in the case of the devolution
proposals the LTTE leader this time
confused readers, viewers and listen-
ers by appearing to be amenable to
peace negotiations without precon-
ditions whereas in fact he had really
imposed stipulations. He also avoided
reference to contentious issues. The
other was that the speech had also a
lyrical quality about it giving rise to
speculation that the poet laureate of
the LTTE “Puthuvai” Rathinadurai
may have had a hand in “polishing”
it.

The LTTE leader in his speech ex-
pressed once again his willingness to
engage in dialogue. He stressed that
the LTTE was still keeping the doors
for talks open. Pirapaharan reiterated
that the LTTE was always amenable
to peaceful negotiations and blamed
the Sinhala governments for not re-
- sponding accordingly and unleash-
ing war on the Tamils. He also stated
that he was not stipulating any pre-
conditions for peace talks. He said
however that the Tamil people had no
faith in the government. Therefore
negotiations should commence only

with the aid of a third party as
facilitator or mediator. Moreover no
preconditions should be imposed on
the LTTE. On a prima facie level these
utterances of Pirapaharan certainly
indicated a willingness for peace ne-
gotiations.

The problem however was over
his insistence that congenial condi-
tions should be created as a prereq-
uisite for peace talks to begin.

It was the French philosopher
Alphonse Karr who observed that
“The more things change the more
they remain the same”. It was certainly
a truth with a twist as far as Pirapa-
haran’s speech was concerned. Alth-
ough parts of it seemed to indicate
that the situation had changed a scru-
tiny of the address in its entirety sug-
gested that things remained un-
changed as ever. In fact some of the
points emphasised by him only
evoked a sense of deja vu. The sub-
tle nuances of the speech retained
contradictory elements that negated
any realistic hope of negotiations
commencing shortly.

Because the LTTE chief was actu-
ally imposing severe preconditions
indirectly while calling directly for
talks without preconditions. While
calling for the creation of congenial
conditions for talks Pirapaharan
stated, “We hold the view that politi-
cal negotiations cannot be free, fair
or just if the govenment utilises the
military aggression on our soil and
the restrictions imposed on the eco-
nomic life of our people as political
pressures. We are prepared to engage
in initial talks to discuss the removal
of such pressures and to work out a
basic framework for political negotia-
tions”,

Although these points would
seem innocuous the discerning ob-
server would detect what Pirapaharan
is aiming at. By referring to “military
aggression on our soil” and “removal
of pressures” etc. the LTTE leader is
actually asking for the removal of the
armed forces and relaxation of the
economic embargo on the LTTE con-
trolled Wanni. Pirapaharan empha-
sised in his speech that the suffering
people could not wait for a political
settlement to materialise for their prob-
lems to cease. The day to day prob-
lems had to be addressed first. The
overtones of this request made it clear
that it was a demand that had to be
complied with before talks began.

While there certainly is humanistic
merit in asking for a lifting of the em-
bargo it is unrealistic to expect the
government to lift it before real nego-
tiations commence. Likewise insisting
that the army withdraw from captured
areas too 1s an impossible demand
practically. It is as unrealistic as the
government insisting earlier that the
LTTE should lay down arms as a pre-
requisite for talks.

The call to create congenial con-
ditions for talks is a modified repeti-
tion of the preconditions that the
LTTE set during the abortive Govt-
LTTE talks between January to April
1995 in Jaffna. The LTTE insisted then
that “makkalin andraadappirachi-
naigal”(the day to day problems of
our people)had to be addressed be-
fore “adippadaippirachinaigal” (fun-
damental problems). Kumaratunga
obliged and the 100 day dialogue saw
no discussion of substantive politi-
cal issues relating to the conflict. The
four conditions outlined by the LTTE
were removal of economic embargo,
lifting of fishing ban, removal of
Pooneryn camp and the right for LTTE
cadres in the East to carry arms ope-
nly. The government went a long way
in agreeing to the first two demands.
As to the latter two demands, the
government agreed to review them in
three months depending on the
progress of talks on issues relating
to a political solution to the conflict.
However, as the government did not
agree to all the demands in their total-
ity within the time frame specified by
the LTTE, the talks were broken off
and war erupted. The Tamil people
whose suffering was so high that their
immediate problems had to be re-
dressed first was the LTTE credo in
preliminary talks. But when war was
thrust on the people a far worse situ-
ation was imposed. It continues still.

In todays context the “removal of
military aggression on our soil” can
mean a number of things. If the North-
ern and Eastern Provinces in their
entirety constitute “Thamil eelam”
then the army has to withdraw from
quite all these areas. Even if it is a
return to pre-1995 positions it means
the whole peninsula and a segment
of the Wanni. Given the experience of
past negotiations , no government in
Colombo would agree to these LTTE
demands before a framework for a
political solution has been agreed

(continued on next page )
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(continued from page 15)

between the parties. It is a case of
being once bitten twice shy. If the
government is really convinced that
the LTTE is genuine then it can take
the risk of commencing talks under
the conditions set by the LTTE. Since
that is virtually impossible the possi-
bility of talks remain quite remote.
One option 1s for some preliminary
low-key exploration of talks to begin
abroad while the war continues. But
that too is not likely because of the
constraints on the government.

The government is unlikely to
take the risk of beginning a dialogue
that may end in another collapse as
such a development would make it
vulnerable to political defeat. Also
taking such a move may even cause
convulsions within the army. As men-
tioned in these columns earlier the
government too is caught in a war trap.
It’s two pronged politico-military
strategy to marginalise the LTTE has
so far failed to show meaningful re-
sults. In such a context it would be
regarded as suicidal for it to abandon
or put on hold the current military
campaign and start talking to the Ti-
gers. Such a move is possible only if
the government is absolutely sure of
the LTTE’s readiness to arrive at a
negotiated political settlement. But m
the absence of such trust talks now
seems out of the question. If it starts
talks now which ends in another fail-
ure resulting in the resumption of war
again, the government will face a great
political storm that it can il} afford to.

Under these circumstances it is
hardly a surprise that the so called
peace hope that began with a bang
after great heroes day has now turned
into a whimper. Although “Jayasi-
kurui” has been suspended another
operation codenamed “Rivibala-
ya”(Sunpower) has commenced. The
goal seems to be the capture and con-
solidation of the Mankulam-Mul-
laitheevu road instead of aiming for
Kilinochchi that seems so near and
yet so far. Already Oddusuddan has
been seized. Anuruddha Ratwatte had
a narrow shave when LTTE shells
landed within yards of him while the
minister was visiting the newly cap-
tured area.

The real danger posed by this new
development is that once the
Mankulam-Mullaitheevu road is cap-
tured and consolidated the quadrilat-

Govt Should Grah ITTE'S
offer to Negotiate

K T Rajasingham

ower and authority warp judg-
ment in the war-tomm Sri Lanka,
where peace, harmony, unity and
national integration are unable or un-
willing to be brought to the fore, as
egocentricity and craving for power
take the driver’s seat. War drums con-
tinue to deafen ears, when military
campaign changes infinitely from
“Sure Victory” (Jeya Sukuru) to “Ligh-
tning Force”(Rivi Bala), heralding ano-
ther bloodied phase of antagonism
War continues to rage on unabat-
edly, though the rival protagonists of
the conflict have openly declared
their willingness for a negotiated po-
litical settlement. Irrespective of the
usual political vituperative rhetoric’s,
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratu-
nge, the President of Sri Lanka and
Velupillai Prabakaran, the Tiger Su-
premo, stated unequivocally that,
they belief in a negotiated political

eral zone known as Weli-Oya would
be fully under army control.

More than fifty Tamil villages were
“grabbed” and the inhabitants
chased away in order to create the
Weli-Oya zone. Armed Sinhala set-
tlers were brought in to turn it into a
Sinhala area. A large number of mili-
tary camps were established to fur-
ther retain control. Tamil village names
were changed. Mankindimalai for ex-
ample became Janakapura pnamed af-
ter General Janaka Perera. The tradi-
tional Tamil name “Manal aaru” itself
has become “Weli-Oya” It is a delib-
erate strategy to break the territorial
contiguity of the Norther and East-
ern Provinces. Already “Jayasikurui”
has helped drive Tamil people away
from the northern areas of the pro-
posed “Weli-Oya” again If and when
Weli-Oya becomes a firm geo-politi-
cal reality the Tamil hawks who want
“Eelam” as well as the doves who
want a north-east merger will face a
reality on the ground that would be
formidable to surmount. After all pos-
session is nine-tenths of ownership
in law. )

settlement, instead of a military solu-
tion. Yet, the scourge of war ravages
on, uninterruptedly.
Longing for Peace

War and peace are the two contr-
adictory catalytic elements, in the acti-
ve turbulent landscape, that trans-
form the political scenario in Sri Lanka.
Political and militant leaders, earlier
believed in the military campaign to
bring about solutions to the ethnic
conflict. As both warring parties poi-
sed equally, perceived their strength
and weaknesses relatively in the same
ratio, none of them was able to bring
about militarily solution, to end the
stalemate. The war, without end in
sight, continues to intensify unabat-
edly.

Peace, perceived the elusive ele-
ment in the Sri Lankan politics, de-
mands’ statesmen like qualities, valor,
courage and sacrifices from those
who play the lead role. No one was
ready to give, peace a chance, in the
political make-up, but, people are
longing for it. In the second week of
September, Social Scientists” Union
of the University of Colombo, carried
out an opinion survey, to ascertain,
“Whether people favour military or a
political solution?” The poll was con-
ducted in all the provinces across the
Island, except in the North, revealed
that, the majority of the population
belief that, a military solution to the
conflict is not possible. Professor
S.T Hettige, of the department of So-
ciology, in the University of Colombo.
organized this survey revealed that.
in reply to another poignant question.
“Do you think that military option
alone can solve the problem?”, total
of 77.4 percent of the respondents
said “No,” while 20.7 percent sail
“Yes” and 1.9 percent said “do not
know.” Survey reveals that, more thac
three quarters of the population, be-
lieved in a political settlement. .
Declarations

Earlier, a glimmer ray of hope eme-
rged, just after the South East Asiaz
Regional Conference (SARC - a seve-
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nation grouping) held in Colombo,
when Chandrika Kumaratunga, in a
significant announcement, expressed
her willingness to accept a third party
facilitation, to negotiate with the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
She added that, she was ready for
talks, provided, the Tamil militants ag-
ree to give up the demand for a sepa-
rate state of Eelam.

Again, Chandrika Kumaratunga,
the President, reiterated that, her Gov-
ermnment was prepared for talks with
the LTTE, within a stipulated time fra-
me, irrespective of a cease-fire. She
stressed that, a cease-fire could only
be decided on the basis of progress
in the talks. President Kumaratunga
told this to the senior members of the
Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF),
when they met her on November 13,
at the “Temple Trees,” her official resi-
dence.

“Our Government believes in a ne-
gotiated political settlement for the
ethnic crisis. But, we cannot rush to
talks with the LTTE. We are prepared
to talk to them within a stipulated time-
frame and then decide on the cease-
fire, depending on the progress of the
talks,” the President was quoted.

Consequent to the Sni Lankan Pre-
sident’s declaration for talks, on No-
vember 27, Velupillai Prabakaran, the
leader of the Tiger movement, decla-
red that, the LTTE too is ready for a
negotiated settlement, if talks are me-
diated by a third party.

In his address to mark the anni-
versary of the “Maveerar Naal” (He-
roes Days), he declared,” We have not
close the doors for peace. We are
open to the civilized method of resolv-
ing conflicts through rational dia-
logue. We favor third party mediation
for political negotiations. We are sug-
gesting the creation of a climate of
peace and goodwill to hold peace
talks, a congenial environment. We
are prepared to engage in initial talks
to discuss the removal of such pres-
sures and to workout a basic frame
work for political negotiations.”

The declaration by the leader of
the LTTE, considered a welcome sign,
to set the stage for negotiation, to end
the protracted ethnic conflict, to re-
store normalcy and peace. Political
analysts, who studied Prabakaran’s
speech, in conjunction with the an-
nouncement made by the President
on November 13, expressed hope that,
the platform for the future political

negotiation is erected. Now, it is in
the hands of the warring partners, to
come to terms with the modalities, for
the negotiation.

Earlier, the leader of the opposi-
tion and the leader of the United Na-
tional Party (UNP) Ranil Wickrama-
sinhe, expressed, “This is a major
move by the Tigers and it is a positi-
ve one, to which the Government
must respond. They cant stay silent.”
He continued, “The government has
dilly-dallied too much on this issue
and now they have to take it up.” The
leader of the opposition also said,
“Their (Tigers) genuineness is a mat-
ter to be tested. It may be a concern
in everybody’s mind, but you can’t
hold back an opportunity like this on
those grounds.” But, the government
is maintaining a studied silence, and
yet to formally respond officially to
Prabakaran’s speech.

In the meantime, few other lead-
ers of the main opposition UNP, such
as A.C.S.Hameed, former Minister of
Foreign Affairs and the only leader
who has met Prabakaran personally,
for political discussions during the
time of President Ranatunge Prema-
dasa’s tenure of office, Anura Band-
aranaike, the former minister and the
brother of the Sri Lankan President
and Tyronne Fernando, who was also
former foreign minister, urged the gov-
emment in the floor of the parliament,
to take serious note of the offer for
peace talks by the Tiger leader, dur-
ing the committee stage of the votes
on Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Lak-
shman Kadirgamar became the first
high ranking governmental leader to
reply to the offer made by Prabakaran
on December 1, in the floor of the par-
liament, stating that, he was not pre-
pared to answer such questions on
the run. He said “I am going to spend
time in trying my best to contain this
group as much as possible, before we
begin talks. I am not going to answer
this question, because, that type of
question is a bear-biting question.”
He however accepted that, there
should be some form of negotiation
with the LTTE, but not at the cost of
advancing the war.

When both the rival parties de-
clared publicly, their willingness to
settle the ethnic conflict, in the most
civilized form, political pundits also
declare a studied and cautious opti-
mism. They have not ruled out, the
outside chance, that both these dec-

larations may be for the international
consumption and not to be taken se-
riously. Any how, it is being viewed
that, both the warring partners, the
President and the Tiger Leader, have
already tested through their military
campaigns, that neither of them were
able to subdue the other, nor to arrive
at any military resolutions. Also, they
are fully aware of the high cost of the
war, that 1s going on for years and
years.
Cost of war

In 1977, the defence budget allo-
cation was a pittance of only, Sri
Lankan Rupees (Rs.) 750 million,
when compared it with the present
annual defence expenditures. In 1986,
it rose to Rs. 5.84 million, and from
then onwards, military expenditures
began to rise steadily. Each year’s al-
location on defence spending, by the
People’s Alliance government, began
te increase astronomically. In 1995,
the allocation was Rs. 24 billion, but
the actual amount spent was Rs. 34
billion. In 1996, the allocation was Rs.
34 billion, but the actual expenditure
was Rs. 46 billion. In the meantime,
Marga Institute of Sri Lanka, revealed
that, Rs. 165 billion was spent on 1996,
which was 21.3 percent of the GDP, in
their report on the cost of war, re-
leased at the National Peace Council
convention, on 5 January 1998. Simi-
larly, in 1997, actual allocation was Rs.
44 billion, whereas the total expendi-
ture rose to Rs. 46.6 billion, and for
the year 1998, the allocation is Rs. 44
billion, but the actual expenditure, up
to now, exceeds Rs. 56.2 billion. Re-
cently, the government allocated Rs.
47 billion for the fiscal year 1999.
These amounts do not reflect the
money collected, for defence expen-
ditures, under the government’s de-
fence levy.

Casualties

On the other hand, several thou-
sands of rural Sinhalese youths who
joined the Sri Lankan security forces,
as an alternate opportunity to solve
their unemployed status, have lost
their lives. The leader of the opposi-
tion, Ranil Wickremasinghe, said in
parliament, on October 10, that, since
the war resumed in 1995, the Sri
Lankan Army (SLA) had lost 11,548
and 23,057 wounded. During the pe-
riod of 1983 to 1988, the SLA lost 1,187

- killed and 843 wounded, between 1989

and 1994, total of 2,679 troops were
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killed and 5,565 wounded. Up to date
the government had failed to contra-
dict these figures and provide any new
set of figures, regarding the SLA cau-
salities.

More than 27,000 army deserters
were reported in the national media,
which clearly indicates that, in the
midst of the Sri Lankan armed forces,
reliance on the armed campaign is a
subject for a serious contest and by
deserting, the army personnel had
given a serious warning to the gov-
ernment, to stop the campaign forth-
with, for a negotiated political settle-
ment.

According to The Voice of Tigers’
radio broadcast of 28 November 1998,
the total LTTE cadres martyred since
1982, to date, is 13,233,

On top of all these losses, gov-
ernment troops and the Tamil mili-
tants, nearly 60,000 civilians have died
since the outbreak of the ethnic con-
flict in 1979. Other than the ethnic
conflict, when the Janata Vimukti Per-
umuna’s (JVP) insurrection started in
1971 April, nearly15,000 Sinhalese
youths were killed mercilessly and
again between 1988-90, nearly 50,000
Sinhalese youths were hunted down

and killed by the security forces, who
were alleged, active JVP members.

North and Eastern provinces are
under the Emergency rule, since April
1971, except for a few irregular brief
respites. Nearly a thousand Tamils are
held captive incommunicado, without
any indictment, in the make-shift de-
tention centers, at several army facili-
ties in the North and Eastern prov-
inces, under emergency regulations,
considered an extra- legal extension
of the supreme law. Nearly 1,500
Tamils youths languish in several
high security prisons, throughout the
country, arrested under suspicion and
held under the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act (PTA), the worst draconian
law, ever adopted in any civilized
country. Despite international human
rights groups’ condemnations, re-
ports continue to emerge regularly of
disappearances and extra judicial kill-
ings.

In real sense, the North and East-
em provinces are under a diarchical
rule, administered, on one side by the
Sri Lankan armed forces and on the
other side, by the LTTE, horrendous
situation that places the people in
constant dilemma, unable to serve the

two masters satisfactorily, for their
very survival.

Prabakaran in his address has
stressed, “Is Chandrika’s governme-
nt prepared to take a bold step to deal
with the immediate essential problems
of our people and resume political ne-
gotiations in a congenial climate of
peace and goodwill. If not, the possi-
bility for peace and a peaceful nego-
tiated political settlement to the eth-
nic conflict will become remote. -If
such change does not take place,
Sinhala chauvinism will bear the re-
sponsibility for creating the concrete
historical conditions for the birth of
an independent Tamil state”.
LTTE’s Offer

Accordingly, Prabakaran has said
that, in case, his offer is not made use
of , they will get'back to their demand
of a separate state. This means, pres-
ently, Prabakaran and LTTE are not
going to consider the issue of “a sepa-
rate state of Tamil Eelam” when they
sit down with the Government’s rep-
resentatives to negotiate about peace.
This offer directly coming from the
Tiger leader, therefore, the Govern-
ment should not hesitate to grab and
make perpetual peace, a reality. o
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At a Century’s End
Closing Remarks
on the National Question

Dayan Jayatilleka

he National Question, as I unde-
rstand it, concemns and compri-
ses of the relations within a state
formation, between nations and the
state, and therefore with each other.

There is a faintly discernible par-
allel, which needs to be theoretically
worked out, with the contradiction
between the forces and the relations
of production. Just as forces of pro-
duction come into conflict with rela-
tions of production, nations seem to
come into conflict with the existent
framework of their relations with the
State and therefore with each other.
Therefore these relations are not per-
manent, and the National Question
‘you always have with you’.

Endless as the war may seem, it is
the Tamll National Question in its
modern sense that is the oldest po-
litical question in the country. It may
be argued that it is one of the two
oldest political features or phenom-
ena in the island, the other being uni-
versal franchise.

The Tamil National Question is
not only the oldest, but also the most
fundamental or’ deepest’ political pro-
blem. The other major one, the Con-
stitutional Question, that of the Ex-
ecutive Presidency versus the Wes-
tminster model, is not only of far more
recent vintage, it is also to do with
the form of Government rather than
with the suructure of the state. The
National Question is, however, bound
up with the questions of the form,
structure and ‘extent’ or reach of the
State. These are:

(1) One state or two independent
ones (secessionism)?
(2) One state but more political
space at the periphery, different
relations with the centre? (devo-
lution/autonomy)?
(3  One state, but consisting of
two or more states sub-units (fed-
eralism)? One state but consist-
ing of two or more roughly equiva-
lent states in a loose overarching
relationship (confederalism)?

Now that the issue of the funda-

mental class nature of state power (the
question of revolution), is no longer -
and not yet - on the agenda, the Tamil
National Question becomes the most
fundamental problem in that it calls
into question the basic shape of the
state.

The debate on the Tamil National
Question has so far been character-
ised by mirror images, by symmetri-
cal claims of victim-hood, by histori-
cist deviations. Both Tamil and
Sinhala sides have resolutely re-
mained prisoners of the past. What
we need is to analyse the situation
from a problem-solving perspective,
one that is, finally, policy-prescrip-
tive,

Quadraphenic Country

‘Sinhalese are a majority with a mi-
nority complex’(Leslie Goonawarde-
ne) while ‘Tamils are a minority with a
majority complex’ (K. M. de Silva as
cited by Michael Roberts). True, but
in fact the reality is even more dialec-
tical. The Sinhalese have both a ma-
jority and a minority consciousness
(‘we are 76%’ and ‘we Sinhalese have
nowhere else to go’) while the Tamils
too have both a minority and a major-
ity consciousness (‘we are an oppre-
ssed minority’ and ‘we have over 50
million brethren’). In short two natio-
nal consciousnesses which are each
dualistic.

Each nation’s identity is schizoid.
Two schizoid nations add up to a pic-
ture of what the British rock band The
Who, titled their famous 1970°s album
after: Quadrophenia (i.e. quadruple
schizophrenia). The phenomenon of
multiple personality disorder is well
known in psychology.

The Tamils will settle for nothing
less than federalism (of a loose sort).
The Sinhalese cannot afford to grant
federalism. Indeed they can less af-
ford to grant it than to suffer the con-
sequences of its non-granting. The
latter is less risky. A centralised state
is needed for safeguarding an embat-
tled sovereignty and for social inter-
ventions. Sinhala views have to be

taken into account if any ethnic acco-
rd is not to be a settlement under
siege; i.e. if it is to be durable.

The Sinhalese - and the island as
a whole, or the Lankan state as a
whole - cannot afford to grant more
than a full blooded (augmented) pro-
vincial autonomy i.e. *13th Amend-
ment plus’ - which the Tamils will not
accept. Thus, there will be a perma-
nent ‘deficit’. This deficit can be sou-
ght to be reduced, but never ¢limina-
ted. Reduced by mcans of a trade off:
more powers for smaller (i.c. provin-
cial) unit(s) or vice versa.

But the powers in a trade off will
either be too few for the Tamils or too
dangerous for the Sinhalcse. Similarly
the unit will always be too small for
the Tamils or too big for the Sinhalese.
Thus the Tamil ethnic/ National ques-
tion can never be resolved.

It can only be addressed and man-
aged i.e. partly co-opled, partly ac-
commodated, partly containcd.

Much will have to be left to the
vagaries of the electoral marketplace
(i.e. what the Tamil voters/partics can
extract from the Sinhala parties/can-
didates). Conjuncture is (almost) all.
Geo-strategic continuum:

The Longest Durce

The jury is still out - and one sus-
pects will remain so for quite some
time - on the Continuity vs Change
debate on Lanka’s ethnic question
(and ethnicity in general). Is the on-
going war sourced in the modern era,
i.e. is ethnonantionalism a quintessen-
tially modern phenomenon or con-
struct? Or does its roots run back thr-
ough millennia? Or is it a combina-
tion of the two - and if so, what is that
specific articulation of change and
continuity?

The continuity thesis has been
propounded for the most part, by the
Sinhala chauvinistic writers - and their
historicist version has been Jjustly
faulted. However, a cooler geo-politi-
cal view, in the best Western realistic
tradition of international relations,
would also yield a picture of a strong
patterning in the tapestry of the is-
land’s history; a patterning in which
the preponderant motif has been rise
and retrenchment of marvellous de-
velopmental civilisations at the hands
of military invasions from the North-
ern plain.( The indispensable text on
the island’s history is Prof K M de
Silva’s “History of Sri Lanka’ 1981)

These incursions have had sev-




20 TAMIL TIMES

15 DECEMBER 1998

eral variants. They have been laun-
ched either from across the horizon
i.e. by this or that Dravidian power
centre, or by the descendants of the
Tamil settlers in the North of the is-
land. Sometimes there has been col-
lusion between the two; sometimes
contention. Sometimes the invasions
from across the North have been by
either of the Tamil players (indig-
enous or South Indian) autonomous
of the other.

There is, significantly, another
variant: the project or resultant of the
military thrusts has, at times, shifted
from incursion/invasion to the estab-
lishment of Northern domination over
the island. (It is during one such ef-
fort that there werc raids on Pana-
dura!). .

Thus, ethnicity apart, the geo-po-
litical pattern is clear:

1) A constant (or constantly re-
current) military threat to the South
(or the Greater South, since we are
speaking of the Anuradhapura period
as well) emanating from the North (or
the Greater North, encompassing
South India).

2) The permanent potential and re-
current phenomenon of Northern in-
vasion i.e. from a Southern vantage
point, ‘invasion from above’ (and of-
ten ‘from without’); from a Northern
vantage point, a downward thrust.

3) The Southern developmental
civilisations always had this Sword
of Damocles over their heads.

It is this long persistent geo-po-
litical pattern that renders intelligible
not only Prabhakaran but the strate-
gic responses of Jayewardene and
Premadasa: the former, deploying the
Far North (IPKF) against the Near
North (Tamil Eelamism/LTTE) and
Premadasa, the reverse.

Both were attempts to exploit the
contradictions between the two
Norths, breaking up/pre-empting a
Northern bloc or compact. Both ef-
forts succeeded at the highest cost -
Rajiv Gandhi and Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa. But was a greater historical cost
averted, by these costs at the high-
est level?

This geo-strategic pattern was re-
activated, not by Arunachalam, Pon-
nambalam, or Amirthalingam, as the
primitivistic Sinhala chauvinistic 1deo-
logues claim - but specifically and pre-
cisely by Velupillai Prabhakacan. The
reason is simple: the geo-political pat-
tern is one of military invasion, of

warfare. Not politics, Parliamentary
arithmetical ‘blackmail’ (as the chau-
vinists put it), constitutional lobby-
ing or ideology or even economic
subversion. It is the enormous his-
toric achievernent of Prabhakaran that
he reactivated that process and pat-
tern. (A loosely analogous point has
been made by ‘Taraki’, some years
ago in the Lanka Guardian, referring
to the traditions, largely Indian, of
Dravidian militarism and contextua-
lising Prabhakaran/LTTE against that
backdrop. The point I seek to make is
different and differently focused 1.e.
on this island’s military history.)

The politics in the political
economy of development

Development is not only uneven,
it also tends to be unevenly percei-
ved.

Ernest Gellner and Tom Naimn have
registered and amplified the point that
the unevenness of capitalist devel-
opment generates/regenerates ethnic
identities and consciousness. While
agreeing with this thesis, my own ar-
gument is slightly different, namely
that even policies consciously aimed
at ‘evening up’ development, even
policies that materially do so, can be
perceived as ethnically loaded. Fur-
thermore 'such perceptions can gen-
erate responses which derail the de-
velopment process.

Development policies must be
fashioned in such a way that they an-
ticipate and pre-empt conflicts which
may undermine the development proc-
ess and of course address and allevi-
ate those conflicts that do so/threaten
to do so. Such conflicts are not only
socio-econamic and spatial (class/
caste/region), but also those of iden-
tity and identity driven conscious-
ness. These include ethnic, religious,
cultural identities; collective identities
of a cross class/non class kind.

Development cannot be identity-
blind, because in a multi-ethnic, multi-
religious society with a majority com-
munity, the perception of develop-
ment is not always identity blind. If
development is likely to be perceived
as identity-laden, then surely devel-
opment policy planning must be iden-
tity-sensitive.

Of these identities the most impor-
tant from a development point of view
are those upon which collective mo-
bilisation with a significant potential
for organised violence can take place.

(Gender is obviously is not one such).

Development policies must there-
fore be evaluated for such conflict po-
tential before they are deemed sus-
tainable. This is specially so in a so-
ciety such as Sri Lanka in which the
minorities - in contrast to the majority
- draw on religious systems whose
myths place a high premium on vio-
lent forms on self sacrifice and mar-
tyrdom.

In a polity in which the state is
not perceived as neutral as between
the communities and is seen to have
inscribed within it, the dominance of
any one community (ethnic, religious
or a combination), then the develop-
ment programmes of the state run the
risk of being viewed with circumspec-
tion if not suspicion by the non-
hegemonic communities. The private
sector is the mirror image of this. Thus
in a multi-ethnic society, all econom-
jcs is - or risks being perceived as -
ethnoeconomics.

Development strategy has there-
fore to be definitely a matter of politi-
cal economy. And the ‘political’ in
political economy in any multi-ethnic
society is fundamentally the manage-
ment of the national/nationalities que-
stion(s). It is a question of a ‘devel-
opment contract” or ‘compact’ which
entails, in the first instance, a negotia-
tion with the primary ‘identity blocs’
(i.e. communities with conflict poten-
tial) - which means negotiations with.
the given, organically evolved domi-
nant factions (leaderships) of those
blocs. In short a ‘united front from
above’. At a latter stage, when the
development process and conscious-
ness have matured and when the
former has provided a material basi:
for such differentiation, a policy of =
united front from below may be
adopted, reaching out to people as
poor, have-nots etc. The first stage
cannot be skipped over and develop-
ment cannot proceed unmediated t
an undifferentiated people - becaus:
such a people exit only in the abstract.
while the ‘premises from which we
begin are not arbitrary ones, not dog-
mas, but real premises from which ab-
straction can be made only in the im-
agination. They are the real individu.-
als, their activity and their materiz
conditions of life, including thos:
which they find already in existenc-
and those produced by the
activity’.(The German Ideology - Mar
and Engels) °
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The Arrival of Sonia
as BIP Bites the Dust

T N Gopalan

n a stunning blow to the BJP’s
I prestige and morale, the party was

trounced in three of the four sta-
tes which went to polls in November.

And Congress under Mrs.Sonia
Gandhi was the victor in all the three
states. The Congress did lose though
in Mizoram in the North Eastern re-
gion, but then it is a small state with
its own peculiar features and so the
developments there rarely affect the
political situation in the country as a
whole.

The most important message from
the elections is that Sonia Gandhi has
at last arrived, perhaps in her own
right, and it is her strategies which
should dictate the future course of
the Indian politics.

The drubbing that the BJP re-
ceived in Delhi, Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh has astonished
even the most ardent of the Congress
supporters.

While the exit polls and most opin-
ion surveys did indicate that the party
would stand to lose in both Delhi and
Rajasthan, it was tipped to make it in
Madhya Pradesh vanquishing the rul-
ing Congress there. (Though one
opinion poll did predict victory for the
Congress there too and some others
talked of inconclusive results.)

Such predictions did make the BJP
jittery, but it tried to put on a brave
face, saying after all it was perhaps
anti-incumbency factor at work. If the
ruling BJP in Delhi and Rajasthan was
going to be defeated, it was going to
turn the tables on the Congress at
Madhya Pradesh.

And more important, Madhya Pra-
desh is a much bigger state than the
other two sending as it does 42 MPs
to the parliament. Put together
Rajasthan and Delhi send less MPs.

In the circumstances it was argued
that “it’s nothing more than anti-in-

cumbency. People just unhappy with
their respective state governments
are voting them out. Even though we
do feel bad that our own governments
too should not have come up to the
expectations of the people, we’ll take
it in our stride. Anyway in the trade-
off we only stand to gain...”

Right through the run-up to the
polls everyone from Prime Minister
Vajpayee downwards took pains to
insist whatever the outcome, the polls
could not be termed as a referendum
on the performance of the BJP-led
coalition.

They were after all acutely aware
of the lack-lustre reign, of the way
things were drifting beyond control,
of the general state of discontent and
of the fact that the Hindu bomb had
not really excited the Hindu elector-
ate to a point where they are willing
to forgive the rulers for their other
omissions and commissions. To put
it simply, a big defeat was staring the
BJP high command in its face and it
was readying itself to face the even-
tuality.

But none was prepared for the
sheer scale of the electoral disaster
which hit the BJP. Of the 197 Assem-
bly seats in Rajasthan, the Congress
bagged as many as 150 seats, leaving
the BJP a paltry 33 and in Delhi itself
51 of the 69 seats went the Congress
way, the BJP having to be content with
a mere 15 - a humiliating rout by any
standards.

Only in Madhya Pradesh the Con-
gress juggernaut wobbled a bit. It
bagged 172 seats against the 119 of
the BJP. Still the victory in the largest
of the three states which went to polls
was the sweetest of all for the Con-
gress, and terribly bitter for the BJP.

In both Rajasthan and Delhi the
Congress was storming back to power
after a decade. In Delhi especially the

Congress was thought to have been
consigned to the margins perma-
nently. What with the memory of the
horrendous anti-Sikh riots of 1984 still
vivid in that community’s mind and
the culprits yet to be brought to book
no one would have imagined even six
months ago that it could recapture the
people’s imagination.

The India Today, a leading Eng-
lish weekly, generally pursuing a pro-
BJP line came out with a screaming
cover story a week before the polls,
UNFIT TO GOVERN - “As the BJP
faces a rout in the state elections, its
ability to rule comes under scrutiny,
reviving prospects of a mid-term
poll.” It also carried an opinion poll
which pointed to such a rout.

One of its editors, a frothing right-
wing commentator, summed it all up,
after narrating the various instances
of bungling by the BJP regime, “Vajp-
ayee was a great communicator. He
could sell any idea, any dream.

Tragically he lacked the audacity.
He got bogged down in minutiae, pet-
tiness, intrigues and plain incompe-
tence. The mandate was squandered.

The man India awaited is now a
man waiting to depart.” The anguish
of such hard-core supporters is all too
understandable. From the time it came
to power in March last, the Vajpayee
regime has been lurching from one
crisis to another without any let up
whatsoever.

Barring that dubious achievement
of exploding nuclear bombs in
Pokhran in May last, there is nothing
much to show up for its track-record,
on the positive side, that is.

Easily it 1s the inflation, skyrock-
eting prices, which seem to have
turned the tide against the BJP. Espe-
cially the much talked about hike in
onion prices on the eve of the elec-
tions had angered the electorate no
end in the northern region where on-
ion 1s almost a staple food item.

That apart Delhi itself reeled un-
der recurrent power-shortage and
near-complete break-down of law and
order. Sensing there could be danger
ahead, in a belated move, the BJP high
command chose to replace an appar-
ently complacent and callous Sahib
Singh Verma as the Chief Minister by
a more suave and media-savvy
Sushma Swaraj. But the resulting fac-
tional bickering showed the party in
an uglier light.

And in Rajasthan the BJP could
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simply not reap a nuclear harvest. the
people there were not taken in by the
pyrotechnics, they were more con-
cerned with their day-to-day prob-
lems. Not that the Congress could
deliver the goods. But simply they
have had enough of the BJP’s divi-
sive agenda which, while only serv-
ing to stir up more troubles, has noth-
ing else to offer by way of better gov-
ernance or €COnNomic progress.

Rajasthan has figured in the na-
tional newspapers time and again
gang-rapes and the politician-crimi-
nal nexus. With no other option but
the Congress to fall back upon, the
voters have done so, overwhelm-
ingly.

If that is so how could Digvijay
Singh could be returned to power in
M.P? Is it the case that he 1s a para-
gon of virtue or he had provided an
eminently likeable administration?
Some talk about some innovations on
the grass-roots level democracy and
some populist measures.

Yet others would like to believe
that the verdict is a resounding slap
on the Hindutva forces. “The central
message from the electorate is that

India and its people will not be
swayed by the politics of hatred and
bigotry. That genuine secularism and
peace are non-negotiable articles of
faith and that militarism, as reflected
by the nuclear explosions and its jin-
goistic aftermath, is not inherent in
the Indian psyche. Some sections of
the country, notably the well-off mid-
dle classes who cavil and complain
about everything while sucking up
the benefits that the system has to
offer, may subscribe to these perni-
cious agenda, but the mass of the
people, even when they are crushed
under the burden of absurdly high
prices, will not be shaken from these
moorings. Their faith in democratic
processes remains unshakeable and
these are the people who came out to
vote once again last week. “

The argument is that the BJP rep-
resents everything that is antitheti-
cal to the idea of India and conversely,
the Congress, for all its crimes and
misdemeanours, its stupidity and ar-
rogance, represents the larger Indian
reality.

The Congressman can be accused
of hubris, corruption and even ineffi-

ciency, but the party’s ideology and
culture have always been inclusive,
an aggregate of every aspect and di-
versity of Indian life. Whenever it has
deviated from that path, it has paid a
heavy price: Its flirtation with right-
wing Hindutva during Narasimha
Rao’s regime cost it the elections af-
ter five years of unprecedented and
path-breaking economic progress.
The voters were simply unimpressed
with the story of liberalisation because
they had seen the Congress jettison
its, and the country’s, sacred values.

Such an argument does have a
modicum of truth, but there is a lot
more to Congress defeat under Rao
and its revival under Sonia. If people
punish a party for swerving from secu-
larism, what explains the Congress
defeat in 1967, 1977 or 1989? And why
would people vote in BJP government
in so many states and plump for it in
so many seats spread all over the
country in the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions?

A dissatisfied electorate, first and
foremost concerned with their day-
to-day problems, try one party after
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another in sheer desperation.

And there is a lot of scope for the
charisma factor among a gullible peo-
ple like the Indians.

And so more a plausible explana-
tion for the BJP’s rout would be that
its budget failed miserably, the situa-
tion only aggravated by global reces-
sion and this was compounded by the
way the poor Prime Minister was buf-
feted around by the likes of Jayala-
litha, his image thus taking a batter-
ing that could never have been anti-
cipated even by the more sceptical
among the observers. The able Prime
Minister stood exposed as someone
who was unable to do anything deci-
sive on any front, a prisoner of his
allies on the one hand and all the time
having to fend off the Sangh Parivaar
breathing down his neck.

With the very same media which
projected him as the leader for whom
the nation was waiting for too long
badly mauling him, the word went
around even to the remotest corners.

Add to this the way the RSS hard-
liners were trying to somehow or
other promote the Hindutva agenda
and the arrival of Sonia Gandhi. As
Sonia began assuming complete con-
trol of the Congress, those sections
which had deserted the party only
nine months ago started coming back.

As Mr. Krishna Ananth, a noted
commentator, told this correspondent,
“The power-brokers who thought the
Congress was a sinking ship came
back with their tails between their
legs. They could not be happy with a
party like the BIP. Besides under Sonia
the old upper castes-Dalits-Muslims
axis stands reinvigorated. The BJP
with its exclusivist agenda can never
hope to become Congressized as
many of its supporters were predict-
ing it would.

That Sonia has been restrained in
her hour of triumph and is not in a
tearing hurry to topple the Vajpayee
government by roping in the dispa-
rate elements who would like to do so
at the earliest for their own reasons
do offer some comforting picture, of
a relatively decent political scenario.

For a nation that would be bur-
dened with a population of nearly a
billion as it steps into the next millen-
nium, millions of whom would remain
mired in poverty, such cosmetic
changes do not offer much hope. @

Ramesh Gopalakrishnan

23 years after the mass murder of
Sheikh MujiburRahman and his
family members, Bangladesh ex-
perienced a defining moment in its his-
tory last month when the killers of the
president-liberator of that country
were finally tried and sentenced to
death. A Dhaka court, after an 148-
day-long trial, condemned 15 of the
accused to death by an open firing
squad. All of them are former army
officers. Only three of them - Lt Col
Syed Farooq Rahman, Lt Col Sultan
Shariar Rashid Khan and Lt Col
Muhinuddin Ahmed are in custody
and the others were tried in absentia.
The only civilian to be acquitted was
Teheruddin Thakar, who was state
minister for information under the as-
sassinated leader. Three lower rank-
ing armymen also acquitted were:
Abdul Wahad Zoarder, Marfat Ali
Shah and Abdul Hashem Mirdha.

Bangladesh wrote yet another
chapter of its bloody history on Au-
gust 15, 1975. That morning, the Sun
dawned blackish red. President Mujib,
Begum Mujib, three sons - Sheikh
Kamal, Sheikh Jamal and 10-year-old
Russel (named after the famous Brit-
ish philosopher), Rosy Jamal and Sul-
tana Kamal (wives of the two sons),
Mujib’s younger brother Sheikh
Nasser, one cabinet colleague, many
relatives and close political allies were
gunned down. A total of 26 persons
were massacred as armymen and se-
curity guards burst into Mujib’s resi-
dence in the pre-dawn attack and
pumped bullets into all and sundry.

The only survivors of the family
where Mujib’s daughters Sheikh
Hasina and Sheikh Rehana as they
were out of the country at the time of
the attack. The two had to spend out
decades in exile.

Well, other countries in the sub-
continent have witnessed assassina-
tions starting from that of Mahatma
Gandhi. And sometimes, the assassins
have gone scot free, in what could well
have become a familiar legal drama. Yet,

in Bangladesh, there was not even the
familiar legal drama. For 21 long years,
no initiative was taken to bring the
Mujid killers or the murderers of four
other top national leaders inside the
Dhaka central jail, the same year, to
trial. This was because the murders
formed part of a coup d’etat which es-
tablished another rule of another set
of laws in Bangladesh.

Yes, the new government of Kha-
ndekar Mushtaque Ahmed, who could
have been one of the accused but for
his death several years ago, gave the
assassins immunity from prosecution
by promulgating an infamous ordi-
nance. Successive governments abid-
ed by the ordinance and let the killers
go scot free till Sheikh Hasina came
to power in 1996 and repealed the or-
dinance in a determined effort bring
the killers of her father and family
members and others to justice.

Even the First Information Report
on the murder of the president and his
family and friends could be recorded
in a police station only after the repeal
of the immunity-ordinance.

The genesis of the assassination
lay in the birth of Bangladesh: those
for liberation led by Sheikh Mujib and
the army sections which saw the need
for Pakistanisation of the country were
against each other. The president was
almost too liberal, and the fundamen-
talist sections wanting him out backed
the army brass ready to kill him. The
president could not out-manoeuvre
the army brass out of office and the
latter took swift revenge on him for
liberating the country with India’s
help. The successive governments in
Bangladesh ruled almost by martial
law  with some of them even giving
the Mujibkillers plum diplomatic posts
abroad!

Eleven of the accused sentenced
to death are still abroad and the
present government has requested the
Interpol to locate them. Another ac-
cused, Major Bazlul Huda, was extra-
dited, soon after the verdict, from Thai-
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land where he had been lodged in
prison for shop-lifting in Bangkok. The
fugitives are reportedly hiding in vari-
ous countries including the United
States, Canada, Germany, Libya and
Zimbabwe and some of them are on
the run, according to the Bangladesh
government.

The deep chasm that the assassi-
nation created in Bangladesh politics
1s responsible for its bitter and trau-
matic history. The no-holds-barred
tussle for power between the two
Begums, Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda
Zia, is well-known and the extent of
the bitterness between the two is be-
yond grasp. One of the women had
lost her entire family and the other her
husband, Zia-Ur-Rahman, the martial
law administrator, in political coups,
but the two are unrelenting in their
quest for. power. At one stage, the
Commonwealth had to step in and
monitor the elections held two years
ago and the transfer of power from
Khaleda to Hasina.

For Begum Khaleda, Sheikh Has-
ina is no more than an Indian stooge,
like her father. Khaleda’s Bangladeshi
Nationalist Party (BNP) led a massive
demonstration against Sheikh Hasi-
na’s regime on the very day the ver-
dict against the Mujib killers were
passed. The BNP termed the verdict
politically motivated and dubbed She-
ikh Hasina as an autocrat. All agree-
ments made by Sheikh Hasina with
India are documents of servility and
submission, according to the BNP.

The seventies certainly were a
decade of suspicion and intrigue for
the subcontinent. On June 25, 1975,
Mrs Indira Gandhi had clamped the
infamous emergency in India. Reports
spoke of her having heard the dete-
riorating situation in Bangladesh even
in February that year. Sheikh Mujib
was fast losing control over the situa-
tion, the nickname Bangabandhu
given to him was fast giving way to
abuses from political enemies. Mujib
had responded to this threat using a
totalitarian tactic: he pronounced
Bangladesh to be an one-party state.
This led to proliferation of news re-
ports about plots and conspiracies to
eliminate him. Of course, Mujib never
believed them. Even when Mrs Indira
Gandhi sent a personal emissary to
meet him, Mujib told him that those
getting ready to revolt against him
were “his own children”. The emissary
was R N Rao, India’s chief intelligence

officer, and he reported this back to a
worried Indira Gandhi.

The assassins had chosen their
day by accident or utmost care. Au-
gust 15, 1975 was Independent Day in
India which was to renew its now-very-
tired tryst with destiny. Unlike now,
India in 1975 was still young and was
facing 1ts first experience with dicta-
torship. Some of its tallest leaders in-
cluding Jayaprakash Narayan were in
jail and Mrs Gandhi was getting ready
to address her customary Red Fort
speech when she was informed of the
ghastly coup. A stunned Mrs Gandhi
got convinced that similar forces
could get at her and went on to de-
liver a tough and sombre speech. The
Emergency was unrelenting, and two
years later, she lifted the restrictions
and lost the elections and, three years
still on, she even recaptured power.
However, her assassination came at a
proverbial moment on October 31,
1984, by her own guards seething with
anger over the army action on the Gol-
den Temple of the Sikhs at Amritsar
earlier that year.

History had a way of repeating it-
self, said Georg Hegel, and added dis-

ciple-tumned-rebel Karl Marx: “the first
time as tragedy and the second time
as farce”. In the subcontinent, one
could well say that the genres of farce
and tragedy coexist in political life.
Every contemporary assassination in
the subcontinent is a tragedy, despite
the belated realisation sometimes that
the assassinated leader could well
have been a tyrant or on his or her
way to becoming a tyrant. The wou-
nds of the tragedy almost never heal
in a climate of suspicion and hatred
and a new politics of atonement, thus,
is nowhere in sight. However, the ele-
ments of farce add a new dimension
to the whole macabre event of assas-
sination: the real history of people, of
their drudgery, their misplaced hopes,
their fears, suspicions and insecuri-
ties - remain the same as ever. And the
cycle infinitely plods on. This is what
a farce is: it is as if the whole thing ne-
ver happened or is waiting to happen
once again, almost anew, to another
set of leaders leading this hopeless
equatornial region of the earth, its face-
less millions engrossed in daily toil
when they are not escaping from eth-
nic strifes and cyclones. [

wssianeamny  BOOK REVIEW

DISCRIMINATION
WITH REASON ?

I appreciate Dr S Narapalasingh
am’s comprehensive and scholarly
review of “Discrimination with Rea-
son?” in the November 1ssue of Tamil
Times, but hasten to make a clarifica-
tion.

The book covers discrimination
and reverse discrimination in the
United Statés, India and Malaysia
and, therefore, does not deal with
“Standardisation”.

As I have stated in my article ti-
tled “Standardisation Debate Revis-
ited - Clarification of Affirmative Ac-
tion” published in The Island (Co-
lombo) of 27 October 1998, “What
was called Standardisation in Sri
Lanka was an attempt to equate the
performance of different linguistic
groups (in effect, ethnic quotas based
on the ratio of student populations)
which is a concept totally alien to
American affirmative action and to the
American Constitution. .... Affirmative
action permits various disabilities and
characteristics to be taken into ac-

count in deciding on admission or re-
cruitment. e.g., if a student is from a
severely disadvantaged school (such
as, in the Sri lankan context, ill-
equipped, or ill-staffed school in a
remote village or estate) this handi-
cap could be taken into account, i.e,
such a student could be selected
ahead of a student from an elite school
(such as, in the Sri Lankan context,
Royal, Visakha, Trinity or Jaffna
Hindu) who may have had a margin-
ally higher test score..On the other
hand, to discriminate solely on the
basis of ethnicity (such as, in the Sn
lankan context, to discriminate be-
tween Sinhalese medium and Tamil
medium student of Royal College, as
was done under “Standardisation”) is
not affirmative action but plain rac-
ism.”

Devanesan Nesiah
5/4 Asian Court
19 Milagiriya Avenue
Colombo 4
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BOOK REVIEW

‘Scarred Mins’:

An Insider’s Story

Review by Marwaan Macan-Markar

Colombo has been a comfortable
place to live in. And I make that ob-
servation in relation to some of the
other villages and towns scattered
throughout the crescent of the war

, zone in the north and the east. For it
is only in the capital that such a spec-
tacle as this could have been possi-
ble: the pulse of night life barely skip-
ping a beat soon after a battle that
resulted in over 1,500 young men be-
ing mowed down in 36 hours. Con-
duct a survey of the night clubs in
the city and you would realise this.
Recall the scenes on the streets dur-
ing the week of September 28 and you
would have more proof. And daytime
was no different. The cityscape
throbbed with a festive energy. It was
something that would have hardly
been the case between Pottuvil and
Point Pedro, between Trincomalee
and Talaimannar. For those who live
in such areas would have had no res-
pite from coping with the footsteps
of war walking through their lives. For
them, the freedoms of Colombo
would have been but a dream during
that pertod.

This, of course, is not something
novel, this distinction. Anyone who
has followed the tragic course of this
war would have noticed how time and
again this disparity would have been
played out. It has assumed the pro-
portions of a cliche, in fact. And natu-
rally, it would have been understand-
able if one came across people who
chose to migrate to the comforts of
the capital from their scarred homes,
their destroyed neighbourhoods. It
would have been a decision needing
little explanation, such a flight. His-
tory has offered us ample testimony.
If not from Jaffna to Colombo, then
from Batticaloa to Paris.

There are, however, those who, de-
spite the temptations of such com-
forts, despite the ample chances that

have come their way to move, have
chosen not to. There are men and
women who have gone against the
wave of such a tide. People who have
made a conscious choice to remain in
their dismal surroundings and pursue
their calling. Heroes, in a sense. And
they do so at tremendous risk to them
and their families. And among this
rare breed is a man such as Daya
Somasundaram, the only psychiatrist
in the Jaffna peninsula.

Those who have come into con-
tact with Somasundaram in the north
would, no doubt, have appreciated
his decision. For where else could a
man with his professional bent be
most wanted? For Jaffna is, of all lo-
calities in this country, the most
scarred, the most destroyed of places.
And given his unique position, he
would have been like an island in a
sea of trauma. But to many, the hero-
ism of Somasundaram would have
been unknown. A fact quite under-
standable.

Yet that, I feel, has every possibil-
ity of changing, now that this aca-
demic from the Jaffna University’s
faculty of medicine has brought out a
book of the world he lived and worked
in. For Scarred Minds: The Psycho-
logical Impact Of War On Sri Lankan
Tamils is an insider’s tale of tremen-
dous sensitivity. It lays bare the
wounds that have accumulated in the
geography of the minds and the
hearts of hundreds of people. It
threads together the narratives of or-
dinary men and women, boys and girls
who have had to endure the suff-
erings of a war that has gone out of
control.

Within the pages of Scarred Min-
ds, then, you come across those like
Mrs. T, for instance, aged 65. She was
In an excitable state when admitted to
the psychiatric unit. “The history was
that she had been 'normal’ up to 10

days back when she had been travel-
ling by boat from Delft in May, 1985.
The boat had been stopped by navy
personnel and all those aboard had
been cut up with swords and knives,
She had seen her son and close kins-
men cut to death in front of her and
had herself received serious cut inju-
ries.”

Then there is also the middle-aged
engineer whose three children and
mother-in-law had been foreed out of
their homes by soldiers and shot dead
on the street. “He spent his days in
deep sorrow with attacks of crying
spelis, the pangs of grief bufteting him
like waves. His mind was preoccupied
with thoughts of his children. He com-
plained of loss of purpose in life with
suicidal ruminations. His nights were
particularly bad with recurrent night-
mares about his children and their
suffering, specially his pretty daugh-
ter. The soldier had lifted up her frock
and shot her through the groin. She
could not walk and had to drag her-
self along the road and finally bled to
death for lack of medical attention.

And there is, further, the account
of Mr. K, aged 22, who had been a.
helper in a local militant group. “Af:
ter his group had been proscribed, he
had been arrested by the dominant
group. According to his history, he
had been tortured for two weeks and
detained for three months. He had
been beaten all over the body with
hands, legs, knees, poles, iron rods
and stepped on till he lost conscious-
ness. He had been hung by his two
thumbs and also upside down by his
arkles and beaten on his soles ... Two
needles had been driven through his
fourth finger.”

They are but a few of the people
that Somasundaram has encountered,
treated and written about; victims of
a cruel political tide that has battered
their lives. But this book, though,
does not limit itself to spotlight such
individual narratives only. It goes
beyond. It uses such accounts to
build up a case that is, essentially, a
powerful critique against the war. It
attempts to develop an argument from
its early pages to show why those
who have taken to the gun to resolve
their political differences have often
ignored what Veena Das, in her fore-
word to the book, has identified as
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the ‘excluded third party’ in the con-
flict, the ordinary people caught be-
tween the fighting forces; people who
literally have had little say against the
bullets raining down on them. After
all, what they have wrought - those
who subscribe to a violent creed -
have, in Somasundaram’s words, con-
tributed significantly to the perma-
nent pain of this ‘third party’.

As he puts it: “We are not, after
all, dealing with a disease that enters
the body as an alien organism and
then leaves it after running its course.
We are dealing with a situation in
which the conditions of violence
have led to chronic feelings of fear,
despair, pain and grief apart from func-
tional impairments of a wider variety.
Therefore it is only through discus-
sions with all sections of the popula-
tion including members of militant
groups, their supporters and ordinary
civilians caught between the differ-
ent warring groups, that a new way
of resolving the problems may
emerge.”

Furthermore, given that this work
in the main is the product of an aca-

demic, it does include sections that
go beyond a simple chronicle of per-
sonal narratives and enters the realm
of scientific analysis. Drawing from a
rich literature of psychology and psy-
chiatry that exists in the international
domain, Somasundaram sets about ex-
plaining and interpreting the state of
mind of his society. It is here, too, that
he offers hope to those with broken
lives; he suggests manners in which
they can cope with what has been so
that they may move on.

Where he stands in relation to the
militarisation of Jaffna is a theme that
runs through the course of this book.
He has been troubled endlessly by it.
Hence the armies of the Sri Lankan
state and those of neighbouring In-
dia in the form of the peace-keeping
force come across as oppressors, as
the perpetrators of a score of repul-
sive acts; rape, for instance.

And the Tamils militant groups are
not spared, either, for what they have
wrought. They, too, come under Som-
asundaram’s critical eye. And he wri-
tes of them in a manner that is coura-
geous, stating what he knows with-

out resorting to the charade of an
apologist. He writes with the spirit of
a humanist. And in doing so, he con-
veys his own reading of their activi-
ties in a manner that has, till now, been
only available in fragmented forms,
in sporadic reports, by drawing upon
his knowledge in the field of mental
science.

During the LTTE-TELO clash in
Jaffna, he says that “the militants were
evidently in a disturbed state. They
appeared glazed and not quite ori-
ented, their grim faces darkened with
eyes bloodshot and staring and their
movements were stiff, jerky and me-
chanical and the speech terse. As
they moved to pile up the bodies at
road junctions and set them on fire,
they were inhumanly cold, like au-
tomatons carrying out a prescribed
action.”

But before it reached such a boil-
ing point, Scarred Minds spends
some time delving into the early years
of the Tamil militancy, the manner in
which it became a draw among sec-
tions of the youth and, most impor-
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By Prof. Ernest Ariasingam Champion,
Perrysburg, Ohio, USA

ama 71 year old Sri Lankan with

many physical ailments including

arthritis which makes walking very
painful. But none of these hurt me as
much as what my countrymen and
women have done for the past fifteen
years.

Ileft Sri Lanka in 1966 with my wife
and children because I sensed the
dark clouds approaching, but I never
thought the dark clouds would remain
so long hiding the beauty of this se-
rene and bounteous land. A land
lapped by the oceans and kissed by
gentle breezes.

Yet the tragedy of it all is that we
people of colour, Asian or African
never thought about crossing the
oceans in search of other lands to

conquer and subjugate, to exploit and
even humiliate. We left that to the Eu-
ropeans who gave us colonialism and
slavery, two institutions which gave
birth to racism as we came to know it.
On the contrary we have over the
years expended our energies, our
money and our ingenuity in destroy-
ing each other, unable to share God’s
bounty equitably and with goodwill.
We have destroyed cities and turned
our young men and women into kill-
ers.

We have forgotten that we peo-
ple of colour are the heirs to the legacy
of three of the greatest statesmen of
the twentieth century who by their
lives and deeds saved their people
even from foreign subjugation, gov-

(continued from page 26 )

tantly, the kind of extreme clannish-
ness that took hold, resulting in mem-
bers of one organisation pledging “to-
tal and blind obedience”. This, ac-
cording to Somasundaram, resulted in
the Tamil groups showing a greater
amount of “intolerance, hatred and
cruelty towards each other”. And its
effects on the civilians, the ones not
involved in the tussle for power, the
‘excluded third party’, was severe. It
could have been a matter of life and
death. Of safety or suffering

One of the most moving chapters
of this book, though, was not written
by Somasundaram; rather by Anna
Doney, a clinical psychologist. And
she opens up the world of torture, the
manner in which this form of physical
and mental pain was forced on civil-
ians by, largely, the two armies that
did control the peninsula over a pe-
riod - the Sri Lankan forces and the
Indian Peace Keeping Force. The
LTTE, too, gets a mention here.

Doney also goes into the world of

the people who were forced to wear
hoods and play the role of informant.
And among them was a young
woman. Here, in fact, is what a man
who found himself before this hooded
woman noticed on the day he was
paraded before her. “I became very
moved,” he said, “when I saw the eyes
peering through the sack were those
of a woman and that she was crying.”

These are then some of the situa-
tions that Scarred Minds has touched
on to drive home a point that has for
years been left on the margins: the
psychological cost of this war. Its au-
thority comes from the fact that it is a
product of a man who has the kind of
first hand experience, eye-witness ac-
counts, that few have taken the trou-
ble to chronicle and analyse. It is an
insider’s tale of a plague that has
spread within the body of men, women
and children. A tale that seeks to dis-
turb. A tale that has the power of strik-
ing us in the solar plexus. So that we
may know after all these years what it
has been like to live in a land where
the fire of fear still burns. ®

ernmental oppression or plain subju-
gation and purposeful humiliation and
grinding poverty. I refer to Mahathma
Gandhi, Dr Martin Luther King Junior
and Nelson Mandela. The genius of
the three men was that each saw
clearly in their struggle that the most
potent weapon of the weak in their
battle against the mighty is the moral
weapon. The gun is always the
weapon of the weak, °

Gandhi facing the might of the
British Empire sat quietly by his spin-
ning wheel preaching a gospel of
non-violence realising that if the In-
dian people resorted to violence they
would lose the high moral ground they
occupied as the oppressed. Very early
in his life in South Africa Gandhi fac-
ing the harsh cruelties of a racist
South African government which was
essentially a British administration,
gave voice to words of wisdom which
all minorities, for that matter all peo-
ple, all governments would do well to
remember. On one occasion a young
Indian in South Africa protesting the
harsh pass laws declared angrily “I
willkill the first policeman who lays a
hand on my wife.” The young Gandhi
gotup and calmly told the young man
“There are causes in this world for
which I am prepared to lay down my
life, but there is no cause on earth for
which I am prepared to kill.” I call this
the distilled wisdom of the ages. The
foresight of a man who saw clearly
that his country must come out of this
struggle with clean hands and heads
upheld in the knowledge that the
might of the British Empire had no
weapons to fight against a people who
held the high moral ground. The kill-
ings in India as in Sri Lanka started
only after the British left and the Indi-
ans finally killed their great apostle of
peace. Itis said on one occasion dur-
ing the British rule Gandhi was
brought before the court charged with
sedition. In a crowded courtroom as
the accused was brought in the Judge
of the Supreme Court rose from his
bench in deference to the high moral
stature of the accused.

In the end we saw the Union Jack
being unfurled at a midnight hour in
August 1947 and the Indian Tricolor
rise in all its glory, a new nation had
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been born with hardly a shot being
fired. The great lesson to be learned
is that the weak are not bereft of weap-
ons to fight the mighty but they are
not weapons wrought of iron but
weapons that derive power from the
human spirit in defence of good
against evil.

When I came to the United States
in 1970 I already knew a good part of
American history, but what I did not
realise was how bad race relations had
been. I came at the tail end of the civil
rights movement when the Civil Rights
Bill had been passed which made seg-
regation illegal and the Voting Rights
Bill gave black people the right to vote
‘without fear of intimidation or vio-
lence. However it is what I saw in
documentaries and read in books
about what actually happened for 200
years to black people I was amazed
how they ever overcame the extreme
deprivation and humiliation that slav-
ery and racism brings.

The cruelties of slavery are well
documented and as one reads through
history one wonders whether like
Lady Macbeth there will ever be wa-
ter enough to wash the stain of slav-
ery which America inherited. After
slavery was abolished racism flour-
ished. Black men were lynched for so
much as looking at a white woman and
the final act of lynching was to cut
the genitals off the man hanging from
the tree as though those genitals were
athreat to the white race. Blacks had
to sit in the back of the bus and use
separate toilets in public rest rooms.

Then came the day when a poor
seamstress Rosa Parks boarded a bus
in Montgomery, Alabama and since
the bus was empty took the first seat
available. As the bus filled with white
people the driver asked her to move
to the back. She sat stubbornly weary
and tired of years of humiliation. The
driver summoned the police and she
was arrested and taken to jail for vio-
lating the laws of segregation of
Montgomery, Alabama. Word spread
rapidly and the black community de-
cided to take a stand and boycott the
buses. But who would lead them?
They knew the white establishment
would destroy any black leaders and
brand them as agitators and commu-

nists. It was then that the black com-
munity turned to a relatively unknown
young preacher Dr Martin Luther
King Junior and he reluctantly agreed.
A meeting was called in one of the
churches and poor black people
flocked in large numbers. Looking at
the documentary of what happened
that night portrayed so vividly in the
series “Eye on the Prize” I realised
that once again God had given the
moral weapon into the hands of the
weak to smite the mighty. Martin
Luther King’s first words to the cro-
wded church were “Our cause is just”.
Then he went on to say “If we are
wrong the Constitution of the United
States is wrong, if we are wrong the
Supreme Court of the United States is
wrong, if we are wrong God Almighty
is wrong”. With those few simple
words he placed the whole civil rights
movement on such a high moral plane
and challenged anybody to prove him
wrong.

More importantly he opened the
door to well meaning white people to
join him in a crusade of righteousness
and many did. Some even paid with
their lives. Well meaning Americans
sitting in the comfort of their living
rooms saw on television a battle of
evil against good. Saw their country
exposed to the world with all its warts
and it was not a pleasant sight. With-
out raising the barrel of a gun even
though some blacks were itching to
do so Martin Luther King led his peo-
ple to the “promised land” even
though he himseif did not get there.
But before he died the world paid him
homage by conferring on him the
highest accolade with the Nobel prize
for peace. America owes this great
apostle of non-violence a great debt
because as he himself once said
“America should rise up and hold
these truths as self evident that all
men are created equal.” He chal-
lenged America to live up to its creed
recited each day by schoolchildren
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America and to the
republic for which it stands, one na-
tion under God indivisible with liberty
and justice for all.”

Liberty and justice for all is a moral
concept not easily killed by guns.

When Nelson Mandela finally
walked out of his prison in Robyn Is-
land, saints in heaven and on earth
metaphorically held his hand as he
walked out unbroken and proud.

For fifty years the racist regime in
South Africa had crushed the human
spirit by implementing the laws of
apartheid. When the British left South
Africa they left 90% of its people with-
out the right to vote. The British there-
fore are as much culpable as the
Afrikaners in the subjugation and hu-
miliation of blacks, Asians and peo-
ple of mixed origin in South Africa.
Margaret Thatcher and Ronald
Reagan until the very end gave com-
fort and succour to this most vile and
vicious system ever devised by man.

But as Nelson Mandela was sit-
ting in jail and the years rolled by, 22
in all, he knew that his people poor
and despised as they were held the
high moral ground while the govern-
ment of South Africa was slowly sink-
ing into the morass of political and
social infamy. They were expelled from
the United Nations and the Olympic
games. No nation would even play
cricket with them. They were forced
to carry their badge of shame, and
many of them did so gladly, quite ob-
livious of the terrible fate that would
befall their children if sanity did not
prevail.

Alan Paton that great South Afri-
can wrote a novel of the travails and
fears of both black and white South
Africans and gave as its title “Cry, the
beloved country”. Fortunately well
meaning South African leaders such
as DeKlerk realised their nation will
perish in rivers of blood and released
Mandela and gave the black people
their birthright, the right to vote.

Today Mandela stands tall almost
of mythical proportions. This son of
a Chief held his high moral ground
and led his people to the promised
land.

It is one of the great ironies of his-
tory that when the British finally
granted independence to the people
of Ceylon, they took the high moral
ground that the time had come for the
people of Ceylon to be masters of their
own destiny. But Great Britain once
again as they did in South Africa lef:
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the minorities at the mercy of the ma-
Jority believing that the majority
would realise that their prosperity
depends upon the morality of their
actions towards the minorities. Sadly
enough this did not come to pass. On
the contrary succeeding Sinhala gov-
ernments chose to alienate the minori-
ties by appropriating to themselves
all the power that was given to them.
The final act being when the
Bandaranayake Government passed
the ‘Sinhala only’ Act. Rising in Par-
liament as a lone figure the late
Dr Colvin R deSilva uttered the pro-
phetic words “Mr Speaker one lan-
guage two nations, two languages
one nation”.

When Velupillai Pirabakaran and
his band of young men took up the
gun in what they believed was an act
of last resort in defence of a Tamil
homeland, Tamils held their heads
high because here were our youth fi-
nally challenging the might of the Sri
Lankan government. There was re-
leased a genuine feeling of pride and
Tamils from New York, California, Lon-
don, Paris, Toronto, Sydney and Mel-
bourne not only cheered but opened
their purses and millions poured into
the “movement” as it came to be kno-
wn. The answer of the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment was not to negotiate but to
crush what they believed was a chal-
lenge to the unity and well being of
the country.

For a while we Tamils held the high
moral ground because we were per-

ceived as the oppressed by the world
outside. But then a day came when as
with all revolutions the guns paid for
by well meaning Tamils began to be
trained not only against a common
enemy but also against any and all
voices of dissent. We began to kill
our own and little by little those who
could afford it began to leave. Doc-
tors, engineers and teachers fled by
the droves. Today the Tamils are not
only an occupied people they are also
without a middle class which is the
backbone of any nation

The legacy of Gandhi, Martin
Luther King and Mandela have been
forgotten and swept into the dust of
history. Both sides have abandoned
the high moral ground and opportun-
ists and chauvinists have moved in.
Will Chandrika Bandaran-ayake
Kumaratunga have the courage to
unite our people? Will Velupillai Pira-
bakaran ever realise that no amount
of killing will take him and his people
to the promised land? Will the Maha
Sanga rise to its sacred duty and im-
plement the great ideals of that great
Prince of Peace the Lord Buddha? Will
well meaning Sinhalese and Tamils fi-
nally say enough is enough? Will this
blessed land return to its great glory?
Will there ever be peace makers among
Sinhalese and Tamils who can truly
be called sons and daughters of God?

I lay awake at nights hoping for
an answer, before this aching body of
mine is turned into dust or will I die
lamenting like Alan Paton “Cry the
beloved country™? ®

Tamil Language

Made Compulsory

The State government of Tamil Nadu
in South India has announced its deci-
sion to give recognition only to those
nursery and primary schools which taught
the Tamil language as a subject. This step
is regarded as a measure that would en-
sure that all children attending these in-
stitutions are taught the indigenous Tamil
language.

Additionally, under the directive is-
sued by the State government, the schools
should teach subjects such as geography,
history, mathematics and social studies
through the medium of the Tamil language
from the academic year 1999-2000.

In order to encourage nursery schools
to adopt the Tamil language as the me-
dium of instruction, the State government
would reduce by 50 per cent the fee for
recognition and also to obtain State as-
sistance including the supply of text
books free.

At present, those studying in unrec-
ognised schools are not allowed to be ad-
mitted to recognised educational institu-
tions. There would be not change in this
practice. There are nearly 20,000 unrec-
ognised nursery and primary schools in
the State. Of these, the recognised insti-
tutions accounted only for 2,100.

In the State, there are 1,008 primary
and middle schools where presently the
Tamil language is not a subject of study
and students were taught in English and
in their mother tongue. In announcing the
government’s measure, the Chief Minis-
ter of the State, Mr M Karunanidhi said
that steps would be taken to appoint lan-
guage teachers in all these schools so that
students could learn the Tamil language
besides their mother tongue and English.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

' First 20 words £10. each word 60p charge for-
Box No: £3. (Vat 17 1/2% extra). Prepayment essential,

The Advertisement Manager,
“Tamil Times Ltd., PO Box 121,

Sutton, Surrey SM1 3TD v
Phone: 0181-644 0972 FAX: 0181-241 4557

MATRIMONIAL

Jaffna Catholic doctor seeks
educated partner, with a good
sense of humour, for son, 32,
Ph.D. (Engineering) in employ-
ment in UK. Send details. M
1063 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents in US
seek professionally qualified
bride below 25 in UK or Sri
Lanka for accountant son, 26,
6. Send details. M 1064 c/o
Tamil Times.

Tamil Auntie seeks kind and
sympathetic professional
groom less than 40, prepared
to work in Malaysia, for Sri
Lankan origin doctor niece, 36,
working in Malaysia. Send
horoscope details. M 1065 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna uncle seeks profes-
sional bride in UK for nephew,
29, M.Sc., (Computer Engi-
neering) working as software
engineer in UK, Mars eighth
house. Reply with horoscope,
details. M 1066 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Tamil brother in
Malaysia seeks professional
or graduate partners in UK,
Europe for sisters 38, 5'6” and
37, 58", both fair, beautiful,
London educated in excellent
employment in Malaysia. Send
details. M 1067 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
doctor groom for their doctor
daughter, 25, working in Lon-
don. Please send horoscope,
details. M 1068 c/o Tamil
Times.

Professional uncle seeks for
niece, doctor’s daughter, 34,
Executive, Insurance Compa-
ny after University in Australia,
innocent divorcee; partner,
Hindu professionally qualified
doctor, accountant or lawyer
under 38. Willing move from
Australia. Please forward
horoscope, photograph. Will

be returned. Confidentiality
assured. M 1069 c/o Tamil
Times.

Hindu parents seek profes-
sional groom for fair, attractive
daughter, B.Sc., 26 Canadian
citizen, doing dentistry in US.
Send  horoscope, photo,
details. M 1070 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
qualified bride for son, 32,
computer software engineer in
US. Mars eighth house. Send
horoscope, details. M 1071 c/o
Tamil Times.

Sri Lankan Hindu Tamil par-
ents seek for their pretty
daughter, 25, slim, medium
complexioned, British born,
British University graduate,
Post Graduate training in
teaching; professionally quali-
fied groom of similar back-
ground, British born or British
educated. Send details M
1072 c/o Tamil Times.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following
couples on their recent wed-
ding.

Vanathi daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. K. Nithiananthan of 4a
Syon Park Gardens, Osterley,
Middx. TW7 5NB, UK and
Suriyakumaran son of Mr. V.
Nadarajah and the late Mrs.
Kausala Nadarajah of 5/35
The Crescent, Homebush,
NSW 2140, Australia on
28.11.98 at Brent Town Hall,
Wembley, Middx. UK.

Sri Sundar son of Mr. & Mrs.
A. Veluppillai of 7 Oldfield
Court, Ajax, Ontario L1T 356,
Canada and Suganniya
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. A.
Sothinathan of 360 Frank
Street, Apt 502, Ottawa,
Ontario K2P 0Y2, Canada on
29.11.98 at Sri Ganesh Temple
Hall, Richmond Hill, Ontario,
Canada.

OBITUARIES

Mr. Thamboo Thuraising-
ham (Tom) (63), son of the
late Mr. & Mrs. N. Thamboo of
Urelu, Jaffna;, beloved hus-
band of Pathmasani; loving
father of Naresh Arjuna and
Dinesh Nagulan; father-in-law
of Asha; brother of late Ethir-
manasingham and Ratnasing-
ham (Canada) passed away in
London on 16th November
1998 and was cremated on
21st November.

The members of his family
wish to thank all friends and
relatives who attended the
funeral, sent mesages of sym-
pathy and floral tributes and
assisted them in several ways
during the period of great sor-
row. - 2 Fullers Avenue, Sur-
biton, Surrey KTé 7TE. Tel:
0181 391 9147.

Maragathavalli, beloved wife
of the late P. Kanapadhippillai
J.P, Attorney-at-law and N.P,
Uduppiddy, Jaffna, Sri Lanka;
beloved mother of Mahadeva
(Colombo), Kamala (Zambia),
Mahendran (Colombo), late
Sarojini (Jaffna) and Gowri
(Jaffna); loving mother-in-law
of Triveni, Manikavasagar,
Saradha, Dr. Keetheeswara-
nathan; sister of the late
Ramalingam, the late Sivagu-
runathan, the late Subramani-
am, the late Senathirajah, the
late Mylvaganam, Mrs. B.
Maheswaran (Colombo) and
Mrs. M. Sankarakumaran
(Kandy); sister-in-law of Mrs.
M. Subramaniam (USA), Mrs.
N. Mylvaganam (Jaffna), Mr.
S. Maheswaran and Mr. C.
Sankarakumaran passed
away in Uduppiddy on 5th
December 1998 and was cre-
mated on 6th December.

The members of the family
thank all friends and relatives
who attended the funeral, sent
messages of sympathy and
assisted them in several ways

during the period of great sor-
row. - Box 34939, Lusaka,

Zambia. Tel: (01)224807.
IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of Mr.
Karthigesu Balasingam,
Retired Station Master of 105
Palaly Road, Kanthermadam,
Jaffna on the second anniver-
sary of his passing away in
Scarborough, Canada on 15th
December 1996.

Greatly loved, deeply missed
and always remembered by
his beloved wife, children,
daughters-in-law, son-in-law
and grandchildren. - 5
Empringham Drive, Scarbor-
ough, Ontario M1B 3Y1, Cana-
da.

Fifth Death Anniversary
Mrs. Gnanambikai Perumal Pillai

(4th July 1924 - 12th Dec. 1993)
Wife of late Dr. C. Perumal Pil-
lai.

Five years have drifted by,
since you were taken from our
midst. Your loving care and
gentle guidance still strongly
missed. In your peace we find
solace.

Your children, Ravi, Usha,
Jeeva and Ranjit; sons-in-law
Desmond and Michael; daugh-
ters-in-law Shanti and Vasuhi.
grandchildren Rajesh, Shabhila.
Meera, Arun and Arjun.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS Jan.7  SLTWG Women Front  3285. of St. Paul.

Jan.1  Full Moon, Feast of meets. Tel: 0181 542 3285. Jan 17  Feast of St. Antony. Jan. 26 Karthigai.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of Jan.13 Eekathasi. Jan. 21 Feast of Father Jan. 27 Eekathasi.

God. Jan. 14 Thai Pongal; Joseph Vaz; Sathurthi. Jan. 29 Pirathosam.

Jan.2  South London Tamil Pirathosam. Jan. 22 Shashti. Jan. 31 Full Moon; Thai

Welfare Group (SLTWG) Drop
in. Tel: 0181 542 3285.

Jan. 16 SLTWG Thai Pongal
celebrations. Tel; 0181 542

Jan. 23 SLTWG Drop in.
Jan. 25 Feast of Conversion

Poosam, Feast of St. John
Bosco.

AUSTRALIAN NEWSLETTER

Jaffna College Alumni Association, New
South Wales. The tenth anniversary of the
association was celebrated on 14th
November 1998 with a Dinner-Dance, at the
Ryde Civic Centre, Sydney. This year also
marked the 175th anniversary of Jaffna
College and it turned out to be a dual cele-
bration.

The Alumni in Sydney were especially
happy as the function coincided with the visit
of Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan, the Bishop of
Jaffna and past Principal of Jaffna College.
The proceedings commenced with a prayer
followed by the welcome address by the
President Dr. S. Satkunarajah. After welcom-
ing the guests, he extolled the contribution of
Jaffna College to the people of Jaffna and
extended a special welcome to Rt. Rev. Dr.
Jebanesan, the chief Guest. Dr. Jebanesan
detailed the long history of Jaffna College, its
achievements in the past, the role it played in
Jaffna society, the trials and tribulations of
recent years and explained how the school
was still serving the children of the area in
spite of enormous difficulties. He exhorted the
Alumni to help the college in any way it could.

The speech was followed by a flute recital by

the brothers Mugunthan and Kannan
Indrarajah and a music recital by Brian and
Christine Lal. Soon afterwards the Band struck
up and dancing went on with breaks for dinner
and the raffle draw. The Vice-President of the
association Dr. A. Balasubramaniam thanked
the organisers of the function and extended a
special welcome to the Chief Guest.
National Heroes Day to remember the men
and women who had laid down their lives for
the cause of Tamil Eelam was observed on
28th November 1998 at the Ukrainian Youth
Centre, Lidcombe, Sydney. The Tamil flag
was raised, followed by the singing of The
Tamil Eelam National Anthem. Speeches
were made and members of the public lighted
lamps to honour the dead.

Croydon Tamil Community
Centre (CTCC)

1524 London Road, Norbury, London
SW16 4EU. The centre was inaugurated on
14th April 1998 by the Mayor of Croydon and
is actively functioning between 10am and
4pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
Tamil Television, Sri Lankan Newspapers,
updated Internet news, Magazines, books etc
are available. The Croydon Council assists in
the running of CTCC.

On Wednesdays, between 11am and 2pm
seminars and discussions with lunch are
being arranged. Cultural programmes are
held during weekends.

For further details, please contact Mr.
Srinivasan on 0181 763 2221,

Amuthavani’s Top
Performance

Amuthavani daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Anpananthar, owners of the pioneer business
house, Vanee Agency of Manor Park, London
E12 has come out with flying colours at the
recent A level examination ranking among the
25 candidates with the best results. She
obtained 4 A’s in Biology, Chemistry,
Mathematics and German and gained admis-
sion to do medicine at the Royal Free
Hospital. She continues to maintain her bril-
liant academic record having oblained 10 A's
of which 6 were A* at the G.C.S.C. two years
back. She was a pupil of the City of London
School for Girls and at the Prize Distribution
of the school by The Right Worshipful the
Lord Mayor of London held on 14th October
98, received The Marcella Ellis Prize for
Science and The Dorothy Malone Award for
non academic service.

Amuthavani is also a carnatic musician and
in September last year had her veena
arangetram at which, the Chief Guest, the for-
mer Dean of Fine Arts of the Annamalai
University applauded her for what appeared
to be a professional performance.

English Language Tuition
by native English speaker

Beginners to Advanced

For school, college, University;
commerce, business, socialising
Colloquialisms and idioms,
grammar, punctuation,
spelling and pronunciation

Experienced Fully Qualified Tutor
BA Honours Graduate
Trinity College TESOL Cert

Tel: 0181 643 4504 in Sutton, Surrey
for details’

Renuka’s Bharata Natya
Arangetram

¥

The Bharata Natya Arangetram of Remi
Renuka daughter of Mr. Shanmugam and late
Mrs. Rani Shanmugam of Ennapetal,
Germany took place on 4th October 1998 at
‘The Haus Ennapetal’.

Renuka is a student of ‘Natya Shanthi’
Pavithira Selvakanthan of Pavithira Kalalaya,
Dortmund, Germany. Pavithira has been a
disciple of Mrs. Kirupa Ratneswaran and
Adyar K. Luxmanan of Madras. Renuka is the
third student to graduate from her school. It
should be mentioned that two years back
Adyar Luxmanan visited Germany with his
musicians to conduct Pavithira’s dance per-
formance in Dortmund.

Renuka’s debut commenced with the tradi-
tional  Nadarajar  Anjali, Alarippu,
Jathiswaram, Gowthvam and went on to the
well known Varnam ‘Ni Intha Mayam’ in
Danyasi ragam which was performed very
well.

After the interval came the pathams; ‘Asai
Mugam’, ‘Neela Malar’ and ‘Velli Swaram’.
The highlight of the second half was the
patham ‘Mabhishasura Marthini’ in Revathi
Ragam depicting the Goddess Sakthi as a
destroyer of evil. The performance concluded
with the Thillana in Maduvanthu Ragam. It
was observed that a lot of importance was
given to costumes as Renuka exhibited six of
them with the result that guest speakers deliv-
ered lengthy speeches. The Chief Guest was
Mrs. Rajani Suresh Kumar from London. The
programme was compered by the former
SLBC presenter Mr. N.T. Jegan. The orches-
tra consisted of Nattuvangam: Pavithira
Selvakanthan, Vocal: Ambika Thamotheram
(London) & Pathmalojani Kumarachandran,
Mirdangam: S. Pranavanathan and Violin: M.
Devaraja (France).
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Dr. Nagalingam
Sivasubramaniam

- An Appreciation

Any person who met Siva even for a very
brief period could not but like him. Siva
was a sincere friend, a guide, a philoso-
pher, a visionary and a doctor in every
sense of those terms.

Known endearingly to his close friends as
‘Sivasuppan’, a name that he often
enjoyed being called, and which went wel/
with his puckish humour and sometimes
mischievous behaviour, Siva evinced
remarkable brilliance both in his secondary
school carser and as a student of medicine
at the University. As a student, his days
were not merely confined to his books, he
had a full round career enjoying every
moment of it - this was later to be reflected
in his attitude to life and to those with
whom he interacted. Even at the pinnacle
of his career as the physician to the royal-
ty of Malaysia, Siva kept in close touch
with his friends both at home and abroad.

When he came over to Australia,
although a Member of the Royal College of
Physicians, Siva opted for general prac-
tice. Over the years he was adored and
respected by his patients and his staff. His
diagnosis was spot on, and his treatment
appeared incredibly simple, unceremoni-
ous and transparent. He believed in the
miraculous powers of the human system to
heal itself. At the end of the day, the patient
went back home positively confident - it
was all part of the good fun. Siva was
intrinsically kind hearted, understanding
and extremely sensitive to the feelings and
susceptibilities of others. His warmth which
was evidently sincere and spontaneous.
yet when it came to a fight, he was unre-
lenting and uncompromising. He fought his
battles both silently and articulately. Many
viewers in Australia will recall the manner
in which he took on the mighty and the
wealthiest media magnate and tycoon, cul-
minating in a public apology being unre-
servedly offered on television, when the
viewers watched the pathetic spectacle of
the presenter eating humble pie. The pro-
priety of Siva's professional conduct was
thus vindicated. Perhaps, even Providence
had to first make him unconscious for a
brief speli before his life could be snatched
away.

Siva eschewed and despised creature
comforts. He was most comfortable while
in a discussion on politics, world affairs,
community matters, people, literature and
above all philosophy, whether it be ancient,
modern, western or eastern. Having been
a self tutored student of philosophy, he
retained an abiding interest in its continu-
ing study. Siva was indeed a great person.
Many a definition has been proffered for
greatness. Not that we say that Siva was
great because he did great things. Itis just
that he did great things because he was
great.

On the night of 16 May 1998 while in
action of being of service to the Strathfield
community in the endeavours of providing
them with a modern library, Siva fell uncon-
scious and went into a deep sleep from
which he never awoke. Our final farewell to
Siva is reminiscent of that of Horatio to his
dearest friend and philosopher, Hamlet
Prince of Denmark:

‘Now cracks a noble heart. Good night,
sweet prince
And flights of angels sing thee fo thy rest!’

S. Jayahanthan,

Sydney.

Murugan at Nine Breaks
Chess Records

-

Although most chess players start young,
the truly gifted ones show great promise
and make rapid progress when they are
very young. In recent years England has
produced and nurtured many such players
and one who has been hitting recent head-
lines is Murugan, 9 year old son of Mr. and
Mrs. Thiruchelvam of New Malden, Surrey,
both of whom are accountants.

At the age of 3-1/2, when Murugan’s
brother and sister, 6.and 5 years elder to
him considered Murugan too young to play
with them, their mother showed him the
chessboard, the chess pieces and the
moves and he started playing the game by
the age of 4. Murugan’s first tournament
was just before he was 5, when he played
in the Under-8 Rapid-play competition
(each player is allowed only a total of 30
minutes, as opposed to 2 to 4 hours per
player in normal tournaments) at the
Eimbridge Chess Festival and tied for third
place. Soon afterwards, at 5 years and 1
month, he won first prize in the Kingston
Under-8 Rapid-play competition, beating
children over 2 years elder to him. At 6-1/2
years he won first prize on 5-1/2 / 6 points
(1 point for a win and 1/2 point for a draw)
in the Under-10 BCF (British Chess
Federation) grading section of the Rapid-
play tournament at Golders Green for play-
ers of all ages. Murugan’s achievement at
that age is a British record. At 8 years and
10 months Murugan shared with another
boy, who was nearly 11 years old, the first
prize in the all-England Under-11 competi-
tion. A month later he won outright the
London Under-12 competition.

In October 1998, at 9 years and 10

months, Murugan has broken two records,
as discussd by Malcolm Pein in his chess
column in The Daily Telegraph of 20th
October. In the open section of the
Maidstone Congress, Murugan held the
top-seeded Croatian, Grand Master (GM)
Bogdan Lalic, to a draw. By doing this
Murugan became the youngest child ever
to avoid defeat by a GM, beating the world
record held by India’s Surya Ganguly who
dofeated a GM in 1994 at 10 years and 3
months. It is interesting to note that Lalic is
in fact Murugan’s coach. We should be
pleased that Murugan has upheld our tra-
dition of not exceeding one’s Guru. As to
whether this was by choice or not is some-
thing one has to ask the youngster. The
previous record was held by Luke
McShane, who drew against a GM in 1994
at the age of 10 years and 8 months.

At the Maidstone Congress, Murugan
tied for the fourth place on 4/6 in a strong
field which included International Masters,
in addition to GM Lalic. The other recent
record was also earned in this Congress
when he reached the BCF grading of 225,
equivalent to the international rating of
2400. Previously, in March 1998, at 9 years
and 3 months, Murugan was admitted to
the International grading of 2020, breaking
the British record held by Luke McShane,
who gained his first International rating at 9
years and 6 months. In late October/early
November 1998 Murugan, as the strongest
British player in the category, was chosen
to represent England in the Under-10 sec-
tion of the World Junior Championship in
Spain. He scored 6-1/2/11, a good score
considering the strength of the competit-
tors from all over the world. The section
was won on 8-1/2/11 points by a Russian
boy. ’

Murugan’s next main goal would be to
become an International Master. At his pre-
sent rate of progess he will probably
achisve this, breaking another record. But
it is relevant to note the word of caution
given by British GM Jon Speelman, who
has davotad the whole of his chess column
in the Observer of 25.10.98 to Murugan.
He writes ‘Chess development is not linear
but rather goes in steep ascents inter-
spersed with plateaux and even some
dropping away. One shouldn’t burden
Thiruchelvam or any other junior with
expectations which can become a mill-
stone impeding their  progress.
Nevertheless, there is every prospect that
he will become a truly fearsome player’.,
Speelman should know because he too
started very young.

It is quite a responsibility for the parents
of a talented child to strike the right bal-
ance. Murugan would spend many week-
ends and some week days participating in
chess congresses. His parents have to
take him to the various venues, in the UK
and abroad, see that his needs are met
and at the same time ensure that he does
not fall behind in his school work and other
development. As is often the case with chil-

continued on page 33
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continued from page 32

dren gifted in chess, Murugan is doing well
in school, is particular about completing
homework assignments and, like any other
boy, plays football, badminton and other
games. He has been learning the
Mridangam as well, but has suspended his
lessons at the moment and hopes to take it
up later. Mr and Mrs. Thiruchelvam should
be congratulated on their guidance and the
hard work they are putting in.

Leonard Baden, the veteran Chess-writer
and journalist, who contributes to The
Guardian and the Financial Times, has
predicted that Murugan will be in the
England team for the 2008 Chess
Olympiad and readers would no doubt
wish it.

Dr. S. Sriharan.

Called to the Bar in Canada

Kala Somanader Gnanasegaram,
Afttorney-at-Law Sri Lanka, A.l.l. Canada,
has been called to the Bar as a Barrister
and Solicitor in Toronto, Canada. She was
a legal officer in the Bank of Ceylon prior to
migration to Canada.

She is the daughter of Mr. Sam
Somanader and the late Olive Somanader
of New York, U.S.A.

7 Western Jewellers
Sivasundaram Honoured

The British Government has for the last
several years secured the assistance of
the business community to promote the
arts. The Association for the Business
Sponsorship of the Arts has been actively
performing the function of bringing togeth-
er business donors and arts associations
through the Pairing Scheme. Mr. V.
Sivasundaram, of Western Jewellers, 230
Upper Tooting Road, London SW17 was
honoured with a Pairing Scheme Award by
The Rt. Hon. Chris Smith M.P, Secretary
of State for Culture, Media and Sports, at
an impressive ceremony on 28th October
1998 at Lancaster House, London SW1;
for sponsoring the Tamil New Year Festival
organised by the London Tamil Centre.
The picture below shows those present at
the ceremony L - R Dr. Ratnam
Niththyananthan, Director of Studies,

London Tamil Centre; Dr. N.
Sriskantharajah, Chairperson, London
Tamil Centre; The Rt. Hon. Chris Smith
M.P. and Mr. V. Sivasunderam of Western
Jewellers.

Dikshithar Day Celebrations

The annual feature in the calendar of
Lalgudi School of Music (UK) - Dikshithar
Day - was celebrated on 31.10.98 at
Kingsbury High Schoo! Hall. Compositions
of Muthuswamy Dikshithar were presented
by the students of the school and students
of other music teachers.

The proceedings commenced with the
group recital of ‘Vatapi Ganapathim
Bhajeham’. Around 30 students of the
school, starting with the beginners and
ending with the very advanced students
played the Violin in groups. The final group
of four violinists Piriyah Sivagnanam, Ravi
Ramdass, Nirshanthan Nagarajah and
Parthiban Nagarajah played for about forty
five minutes and presented very well co-
ordinated classical music of a high stan-
dard  with improvisations. Aparna
Narendran, the school's vocal student
sang with excellent sruthi alignment and a
ringing voice and received the sponta-
neous applause of the audience. The cli-
max of the evening was reached with
Arvind Jayan’s solo violin recital consisting
of an elaborate Poorvikalyani raga alapana
and the Kriti ‘Meenakshi me Mudam Dehi’,
He excelled in his tonal quality, clarity and
sweetness of the phrases.

The Chief Guest, Prof. S. Swaminathan,

Manager of the London Tamil Sangam and
Lecturer, London University distributed the
certificates and prizes to the winners in the
Music Examinations of the School held in
September. He congratulated the students
on the high standard of the performances
that day and complimented the good work
done in the school for the cause of authen-
tic carnatic music in England. The hall was
filled to capacity in spite of the bad weath-
er that evening.

Merit Award for Dr. Saba

Dr. Ophthalmic
Surgeon, Stobhill General Hospital,
Glasgow has been presented with a
Greater Glasgow NHS Merit Award in
Ophthalmology in recognition of the provi-
sion of particularly innovative health ser-
vice to the people of Greater Glasgow.

The Glasgow Lord Provost, Mr. Pat
Lallyt, while presenting the certificate of
merit and a cheque in the City Halls
referred to Dr. Saba’s dedicated work with-
in the National Health Service, which had
earned for him the appreciation and grati-
tude of the people of Greater Glasgow for
his outstanding work in caring for fellow cit-
izens.

Shanmugam Saba,

lamilnation

http://www.tamilnation.org

Australian National University
Asian Studies WWW Monitor
has given its top five star rating
to the tamilnation website....

*0000

“A well organised
& extensively annotated guide
to Tamil-related resources”

Research usefulness -
[essential - v.useful - useful
- interesting - marginal]: Essential




34 TAMIL TIMES

15 DECEMBER 1998

Motor & Home

Insurance

All Classes of Insurance Transacted
At Very Competitive Rates
Young Drivers Specialists

Special Rates for
Ladies/Mature Drivers
Building @ Fire Liability ®
Shop/Office ® Health Insurance ®
Instalment Terms Available
Computerised Quotes

J. Kulendran

Beddington Insurance Services
(Wimbledon) Limited
157 Hartfield Road, Wimbledon,
London SW19 3TJ.

Tel: 0181 543 5181 Fax: 0181 543 0728

We Excel in The Personal Service
We Provide

; Nathan & Chelva

Solicitors °
YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR HAPPINESS

We offer you Prompt and Proper Service in all
Legal Matters. Legal Aid Work also undertaken.

Partners: K.Mrllymﬂl.tidmm
(FdeSdunh)

169 Tooting High Street, London SW17 08SY
Tel: 0181-672 1800 Fax: 0181-672 0105

* We offer you flights on scheduled airlines at a
fair price

+ We speciailse in flights 10 Sri Lanka, indls, Mataysia, L
Singapore, USA, Canada & Australia fﬂ

*  We will gladly refund the price difference if you can !

convince us that you could have got the same ticket
cheaper elsewhere on the same date of purchase.

Please contact Mr. S. Thiruchelvam

Office Residence

255 Haydons Road, 69 Toynbee Road
Wimbledon Wimbledon
London SW19 8TY London SW20 8SH

Tel: 0181-543 3318 Tel: 0181-542 5140

FOR YOUR
CONVENIENCE

SHIPPING &
TRAVEL Ltd

TRANSCONTINENTA

Personal effects

jooected | SHIPPING & AIR CARGO TO COLOMBO - MADRAS
e iends | BOMBAY - KUALA LUMPUR - TORONTO - MONTREAL

Sotimsuds s0ud CuIsGaISE Sngh IRSELEG
Sywwrs, puAsMSWI GFmal.
* Qargbys@ SyiiuesL NG o-sireors Gesme. (16 Semmisaein) * Gguflemeoss ' COLOMBO & MADRAS
QUi sl Ghg, (e SieTaleomss Seofiiu L QUTEBSTEHET 6usDT. * &, LHpiLd (DOCUMENTS ONLY)
20 9)lg , 40 9jp (P LTHSE F76@EhEE afaL s L s, X Desramy 2 HusH FROM £20
Wi EIMD, Wb ST suemES6T, o LigFETRIEST. Kk Fasmal WD, @afii gngeorl Qg
Gurery sSC GUILmesHET LBsiTEmT 2 LsTEMEISEHEE auflelné@. '

9 isdT GUIpSTEEHE® BRLMEWT URGD gy pis) sifs abaiin s safbsiuGAsdipet.

® 2 susarraiu eflurer Qurd Comaude SThismeT prhssr. @

~FROM =
DOOR TO DOOR
COURIER SERVICE TO

; : OAir & Seacargp
We Prouide Woodgreen Bussiness Centre World-wide destinations
Ao Preight ‘Suite 412, Ashley House - A !
. © Collecting UK wide

Senvices ‘Wonldevide 235 High Road, Woodgreen,:  REYILEEITTICLE
P London N22 4HF for export VAT free
RIS . .. . 0’ Containers-
Q@@L TG STSTeTGeSTITI LIRSS TEL_ 01 81 -889 8486 Lg ?vmto:gaal"sn.argsganno

_J

Harry Mahendran
Asoka Fernando

~ FAX: 0131-889 2676 oPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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VISIT US NOW
" .FOR LATEST
- "22CT. GOLD

JEWELLERIES

WIDE RANGE
OF STOCKS
ALWAYS
AVAILABLE

Thali Kodi, Necklace Jimmikkies,
sets, Pathakkams, Panchayuthams,
Various types Chains, Bangles
of Ear Studs Etc. Ftc...
WE PERFORM

WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK THALI POOJA AS WELL

250 UPPER TOOTING ROAD. TOOTING, LONDON SW17 7EW
. TEL: 0181-767 3445, FAX: 0181-767 3753 :
Web: http://www.luxmi.com/western

%)
S SKY WINGS LTD PR
; (74
S TRAVEL AGENTS /7 %%,
OO\O 9" BRINGS YOU A GRAND NEW YEAR OFFER % %,
)
~ AIRLANKA ...» %7
/l" from 1st January fo 23rd March 1999 )
ROADWAY 6 WEEKLY NON-STOP FLIGHTS TO & FROM COLOMBO
\A 7 (EVERY DAY EXCEPT FRIDAY, FLYING TIME LONDON - COLOMBO
APPROX 10 1/2 HOURS & COLOMBO - LONDON 11 1/2 HOURS)
. AT ONLY £395 RETURN
#i& <CPROYAL JORDANIAN ]
TO COLOMBO TWICE WEEKLY iyt
£365 RETURN Sl
(Special rates In many Colombo Hoftels)
119 Tooting High street, London SW17 0SY
Tel: 0181-672 9111(6 Lines)
Internet: Hitp://skywings.co.uk ,
e-mail: bala@skywings.co.uk W
=== Mobile: 0850 876 921, Fax: 0181-672 095]
== OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK |




SHIPPING — AIR FREIGHT — TRAVEL

UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE — PERSONAL EFFECTS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS
VEHICLES, MACHINERY ETC.

7o COLOMBO AND OTHER WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS
MAIN AGENT FOR AIRLANKA

Passenger Tickets and Unaccompanied Baggage '% 7

s
%/ Bonded by the Civil Aviation Authorlty for your financial security

Please Contact Us For Various Discounted Fares
To Colombo And Other World Wide
Destinations

GLEN CARRIERS LIMITED

14 Alied Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 ORQ[
Telephone: 0181 740 8379/0181 749 0555

Fax: 0181 740 4229

BOMNDED WAREHOUSE
Laksiriseva, 253/3 Avissawella Road, Colombo 14 Tel: 57E576

APPLE AIR For All Type of Insurance

MAIN AGENT for COLOMBO & '
, on | ARM Assoclates
SAUDIA JORDANIAN

BRITISH AlRWAYS = QATAR  GALKAN // Home Contents & Building Insurance Specialist
TEL: O18S1-563 0364 32 Abbots Lane, Kenley, Surrey
FAX: O1lS1-74S 4912 Tel: 0181-763 2221 Fax: 0181-763 2220

E-mail:appleair gappleainbtinternet.com ;
Weh Site:www.btinternet.com/~appleair-appleair Home, Motor, Business Insurance

NS | P. SRINIVASAN

GULF T FTAN. I
EMIRATES _ ; Life Insurance & Pensions Specialist
QATAR - £370- ] For a Free comparison quote on
BA ‘= ONREQUEST Term Assurance, please contact:

Main Agents for @
BALKAN, QATAR & BA g 0181-763 2221
338BA King Street, Regulated by Personal Investment Authority
London W6 ORR for Investment Business only.
http:/'www.p-srinivasan-arm.co.uk
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