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A SAFE PASSAGE FOR CIVILIANS

The death of 40 to 50 Tamil civilians on 2 January
when security forces attacked the boats in which
they were crossing the Jaffna lagoon at Kilali point
to get to the mainland most dramatically demons-
trated the plight of Tamil civilians who are by force of
circumstances compelled to undertake the hazar-
dous journey.

The Elephant Pass has always been the tradition-
al crossing point between the northern Jaffna
peninsula and the Sri Lankan mainland. The road
connection at Elephant Pass remained. open
throughout the years of conflict for civilian travel.
However, shortly after the June 1990 war broke out
between government forces and the LTTE, the latter
prevented the civilians from using the Elephant
Pass, and for good measure mined the approach
roads. Thereafter, the people used the Sangupiddy-
Pooneryn causeway to travel by ferry and at this
time this causeway was under the control of the
LTTE. Some time ago, the security forces regained
control of this causeway and set up an army camp
near its approaches. Again the people were pre-
vented from using this causeway, and the LTTE
demanded that the army camp should be removed
as a precondition for civilians to be allowed to cross,
but the government refused.

It was following the closure of the Sangupiddy-
Pooneryn route that people commenced crossing at
Kilali by boats mainly under the control and run by
the LTTE. Recently, the government declared the
Jaffna lagoon as a ‘prohibited zone', and the
security forces threatened to shoot at any boat that
violated the prohibition, and in fact on several
occasions they have carried out their threat with
tragic consequences for the civilians who attempted
to cross. And the 2 January incident was one of
many.

The security forces insist that the civilians can use
the Elephant Pass, but the LTTE does not want
them to. The people are paying the price with their
lives in the resulting crossfire. During his recent

talks with the LTTE leader, Anglican Bishop Rt. Rev.
Kenneth Fernando had raised the question of the
difficulties and dangers faced by the people in the
absence of a safe crossing point. The LTTE leader
had reportedly replied that he would not agree to the
reopening of the Elephant Pass for ‘military
reasons’, and added that ‘the government was
responsible for all the people; they claim that they
are the protectors of the entire people. You cannot
compare the methods and objectives of a liberation
organisation with the government of a country. The
government has certain responsibilities which a
liberation organisation does not have’!

It is clear beyond doubt that the people have been
deprived of a safe passage to and from Jaffna
because of the military needs and requirements of
both parties, the security forces and the LTTE. Even
in times of war, civilians are entitled to certain rights
under international humanitarian law. People who
travel to and from Jaffna are compelled to do so by
reason of absolute necessity and not for fun. In spite
of the exigencies of the war and the military needs
of the parties, the government and the LTTE cannot
shirk their responsibility to ensure a safe passage
for the non-combatant civilian population.

The traditional and the only proper roadway to
and from Jaffna to the mainland is the Elephant
Pass, and a way must be found to reopen it for
civilian traffic. It is by reopening this route that the
civilian population of the peninsula can also be
adequately supplied with goods essential for their
survival. The International Committee of the Red
Cross is present in Sri Lanka in reasonable
strength, and both parties seem to have no com-
plaint in regard to the contribution made so far by
the ICRC. It is in this context, the prospect of
reopening the Elephant Pass exclusively for civilian
traffic under the control and supervision of the ICRC
should be considered by the government and the
LTTE.
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Kittu and 9 Senior Tiger Cadres Commit Suicide
Refusing to Surrender to the Indian Navy

The Tragic Saga of M.V. Ahat

‘Ten. of our fighters including our
movement’s senior leader and former
Military Commander of the Jaffna
District, Colonel Kittu were inter-
cepted in international waters by the
Indian Navy on 13.1.93. Following
intimidation by the Indian Navy de-
manding their surrender, they died
heroes’ deaths by committing suicide
in a self-destructive heroic effort. This
atrocity by the Indian government
occurred in international waters at a
time when Col. Kittu was taking with
him to Tamil Eelam certain peace
proposals put forward by certain coun-
tries and peace organisations’, a state-
ment issued by the LTTE’s interna-
tional headquarters based in London
said in announcing the tragedy that
struck the cargo vessel M.V. Ahat and
its inmates on 16 January in the
Indian Ocean off the Tamil Nadu
coast.

The 280 ton cargo ship M.V. Ahat
owned by the LTTE was intercepted
by Indian naval and coastguard au-
thorities in the Indian Ocean on 13
January. The first news of the vessel’s
interception was announced on 15
January by Lawrance Thilakar, the
Paris-based international spokesman
and Central Committee member of the
LTTE, when he telephoned press
agencies to inform that the former
Jaffna Commander and Central Com-
mittee member of the LTTE, Colonel
Sathasivam Krishnakumar alias Kit-
tu, was one of those on board the
vessel owned by the LTTE. ‘He was
taking a peace plan with him. Then he
planned to bring a second-level lead-
ership of the LTTE with him, most
probably to Geneva to discuss details’,
Thilakar added, but denied any know-
ledge of the port from which the M.V.
Ahat had set out. He accused the
Indian Navy of intercepting the vessel
in international waters when it was
440 miles away from the Indian coast.

It would seem that the Indian Coast
Guard Donier on a routine surveill-
ance flight between Point Calimere on
the Tamil Nadu coast and Point Pedro
in Jaffna in northern Sri Lanka first
sighted the vessel later identified as
M.V. Ahat on 6 January which was
kept under watch from then on. Two
days later, Indian naval aircraft on
reconnaissance flight reportedly noted
that the vessel had entered Indian
waters and was proceeding towards
the coast in a suspicious manner fre-

quently changing course. It was at this
point 200 km. off the coast of Tamil
Nadu. By 12 January, the Indian
naval intelligence reportedly had con-
firmation that M.V. Ahat was indeed a
vessel belonging to the LTTE and that
its passengers included key LTTE fi-
gures. Thereafter ‘Operation Zabar-
dast’ was launched by the Indian Navy
on 13 January. On the following day,
two coast guard vessels, CGS Vivek
and a missile corvette INS Kirpan
surrounded the LTTE vessel, and as it
was being escorted towards the Indian
coast, navy commandos made prepara-
tions to board the targeted vessel,
capture the passengers and seize all
the arms and ammunition on board,

Official Version

The above account was later con-
firmed by an Indian Defence Ministry
statement issued later on 16 January
which said that Indian Coast Guard
and Naval vessels monitoring India’s
exclusive economic zone detected M.V.
Ahat on 6 January and was shadowing
it after it was seen acting ‘suspiciously
and frequently changing course. Con-
sidering the activities of the LTTE and
the smuggling of arms and ammuni-
tion into India and Shri Lanka, the
movement of the ship was monitored.
On inquiry (by radio contact), it was
found that the vessel M.V. Ahat was
carrying arms, ammunition and explo-
sives for the LTTE. Naval reinforce-
ments were rushed immediately’.

The Defence Ministry statement
added that the crew members of the
ship set it on fire after it had been
surrounded by Navy boats when it was
about 12 nautical miles off the south-
ern Indian city of Madras. ‘Seme indi-
viduals were seen throwing some arti-
cles into the sea and jumping over-
board after setting the ship afire’ and
‘nine persons were resuced from the
waters. . . The crew and LTTE cadres
onboard were given every opportunity
to surrender. Efforts to put out the fire
and save the ship from sinking have
been hampered by the large quantities
of high explosives on board’, and that
‘there could be etill nine persons on
board’ whose fate was not known., The
statement also confirmed that Kittu
was on board the ill-fated ship, and
that Kittu had threatened to blow up
the ship if the marines tried to board
the ship and take him prisoner.

Conflicting Accounts

There is some discrepancy between
available accounts as to how M.V.
Ahat caught fire. One account states
that the LTTE cadres on board opened
fire first on the approaching comman-
dos, and the coast guard vessels re-
sponded with return fire, and as the
gun battle continued INS Kirpan
started shelling the LTTE vessel with
artillery which resulted in setling
M.V. Ahat on fire after a shell hit

- barrels of petrol on board. However,

Director General Admiral Kailash
Kohili denied that there was an ex-
change of fire. The other version is
that the LTTE cadres set the ship
ablaze before committing suicide by
consuming cyanide.

Among the nine members of the
crew that jumped off the burning ship
and rescued by the Indian navy was
Captain Jayachandran who skippered
the ship.

Tamil Nadu police confirmed that on
13 January the Indian navy had asked
them for an antidote for cyanide. ‘We
were not told why the navy wanted the
antidote’. It was believed that the
antidote was wanted in case any of the
LTTE cadres on board M.V. Ahat
swallowed the cyanide capsule to avoid
capture.

Following the Indian Defence Minis-
try statement, in telephone interviews
with press agencies, Lawrance Thila-
kar rejected the official version. ‘This
is totally fabricated. The Indian gov-
ernment has a sinister motive behind
spreading such false news. We are
sure that Kittu landed in Madras and
was briefly interrogated by Indian
intelligence. The government of India
is spreading false information with the
intention of killing him (Kittu).’ Accus-
ing the Indian navy of impounding the
ship in international waters, Thilakar
said Kittu would fast unto death if he
was not released by the Indian author-
ities.

P. Nedumaran, leader of the south
Indian-based Tamil National Move-
ment and generally believed to be
pro-LTTE in his sympathies, also
claimed in a statement that Kittu was
arrested by a naval patrol boat 440
km. from the Indian coast on 13
January. ‘Tamil Nadu would have to
face terrible consequences if Kittu is
not released immediately’, he added.
‘Why should Kittu be arrested when
he is not an accused in either the Rajiv
Gandhi, the Padmanabha or any other
case in India?’, he asked.

LTTE Confirms Deaths & Mourns

Contrary to Thilakar’s claim of Kit-
tu having been taken to New Delhi for
interrogation, a radio broadcast by the
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LTTE in Jaffna on 16/17 January
confirmed that Kittu along with nine
other senior military cadres had com-
mitted suicide in true Tiger fashion
and ‘died a martyr’s death’. The ‘Voice
of Tigers’ radio identified the names of
the victims as Sathasivam Krishnaku-
mar alias Col. Kittu of Valvettiturai;
Rasaiah Sri Ganeshan alias Lt. Col.
Kuttisiri of Sudumalai North, Man-
ipay; Sunderalingam Sundaravel alias
Malarvannan alias Maj. Velan of
Viyaparimoolai, Pt. Pedro; Nadarajah
alias Jeyaraj alias Sea Tiger Capt.
Jeeva of Pasaiyoor, Jaffna; Gunaraja
alias Sekaram Michael Jeeva alias Sea
Tiger Capt. Gunaseelan of 2nd Cross
St., Jaffna; Ratnasingham Arunara-
jah alias Sea Tiger Capt. Roshan of
Nallur, Jaffna; Sivalingam Kesavan
alias Sea Tiger Capt. Nayakan of
Polikandy, Valvettiturai; Mahalingam
Jayalingam alias Sea Tiger Lt.
Kuyavan of Kandy Rd., Jaffna; Sivag-
nasundaram alias Sea Tiger Lt. Nalla-
van of Maniyamthottam, Jaffna; and
Aloysius Jeyanathan alias Sea Tiger
Lt. Amuthan of Navanthurai, Jaffna.

The death of so many of the senior
military cadres of the LTTE in one
incident, and the loss of a ship load of
weapons including the ship itself con-
stitutes one of the biggest blows that
the LTTE has suffered, and the death
of Kuttisiri in particular would be
regarded as a major loss because he is
believed to have been the arms and
explosive expert of the organisation.

The Tiger leadership in dJaffna
announced three days of mourning for
the ‘martyred heroes’ of the LTTE
commencing 18 January. Following
the announcement all shops, private
and public institutions and schools
were closed. The Tigers organised a
large demonstration on 16 January
that started from Thirunelveli and
went through the main street of Jaffna
reaching the office of the ICRC in the
town. Anti-Indian slogans were
shouted and effigies of the Indian
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao and
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Ms.
Jayalalitha Jeyaram were publicly
burnt in front of the ICRC office.

On 17 January, the LTTE organised
a well attended memorial meeting for
Kittu preceded by a long march start-
ing from Nelliyady to the venue of the
meeting at Thiruvil in the Vadamar-
achchi region, A float of the LTTE ship
M.V. Ahat was also carried along the
demonstration. The participants were
carrying anti-Indian placards, black
flags and effigies of Narasimha Rao
and Jayalalitha which were later
burnt. Kittu’s mother, Luxmi, un-
veiled a portrait of her son. LTTE
leaders including Prabhakaran and
Balasingham paid their respects at the

portrait. One of the main themes of the
speeches at the meeting was that
anyone interfering with the LTTE and
its aims would be destroyed.

Indian Treachery

Accusing the Indian Government of
joining hands with the Sri Lankan
government to crush the Tamil peo-
ple’s struggle for independence, a
statement issued by the LTTE in Jaff-
na stated: ‘The former Jaffna Com-
mander of the LTTE was on his way to
meet the LTTE leader Velupillai
Prabhakaran to brief him on the latest
peace proposal arranged with the
assistance of certain European coun-
tries to find a solution to the ethnic
crisis in Sri Lanka.

‘Kittu had explained to the Navy
officials who surrounded him, but they
had rejected his explanation and had
taken the LTTE ship by force to the
shores. Following this action by the
Indian Navy, Kittu and nine of his
comrades committed suicide to prevent
themselves from becoming prisoners of
the Indian government.

“Thileepan, Kumarappah, Pulen-
dran and Johnny were the earlier
victims of the treachery of the Indian
Government and now Kittu has been
added to this list.

India is all out to crush the inde-
pendence struggle of the Tamil people
of Sri Lanka. It did not want the
Western countries showing interest in
solving the ethnic question. Weakening
the LTTE and strengthening the
Sinhala chauvinist government were
the major intentions of the Government
of India’.

At a meeting to commemorate Kittu
held on 25 January, at the Kailasa-
pathy Auditorium of the Jaffna Uni-
versity, LTTE spokesman, Anton
Balasingham is reported to have
mounted a scathing attack on India,
its diplomacy and its alleged interfer-
ence in the Tamil struggle. He char-
acterised Indian diplomacy as not
genuine, rude, tricky and extremely
self-centred. Indian diplomacy was so
dishonest that no genuine deal could
be made with Indian diplomats or
politicians.

Balasingham said that it was due to
Indian interference that the ‘Eelam
struggle’ faced severe setbacks. ‘India
had been interfering in the Sri Lankan
Tamil issue since 1983. Its interfer-
ence is only for its own national and
regional interests and not in sympathy
with the interests of the Sri Lankan
Tamils who are struggling for an inde-
pendent homeland. The Tamil strug-
gle had met with irreparable losses
due to Indian interference and now
those losses have been aggravated
with the death of Kittu.’

Indian rulers had suppressed the
rights of various nationalities in their
own country. ‘The whole world is
aware of the atrocities committed on
the minorities in India. The LTTE will
in the future support the struggle of
the nationally oppressed people in In-
dia while we carry on our own strug-
gle’, Balasingham added.

At the same meeting, the present
LTTE leader of the Jaffna district,
Tamil Chelvan, urged the intellectuals
including the university teachers and
students to be totally committed to the
‘struggle for Eelam’.

Tightened Security

Following confirmation of the death
of Kittu and his comrades, the Indian
High Commission in Colombo fearing
retaliation by the Tigers, asked for
tighter security for its mission by
stepping up mobile patrols to protect
Indian interests in Colombo. The gov-
ernment also tightened security in and
around Colombo particularly near
military establishments.

Reports from Tamil Nadu indicated
tightening up of security particularly
in Madras. The Chief Minister, Ms.
Jeyalalitha's security was also tight-
ened up with additional crack com-
mandos. The state government issued
a warning that any action against the
central and state governments would
be seriously dealt with. Three Tamil
Nadu politicians, P. Nedumaran, Suba
Veerapandiyan and Pulamai Piththan
were taken into custody for organising
a march in protest against the im-
pounding of the LTTE ships in inter-
national waters and the resulting
death of Kittu and other LTTE cadres
on board. The protesting organisations
had passed a resolution urging the UN
Secretary General to institute a com-
mission of inquiry into the impounding
of the LTTE ship in international
waters which they claimed amounted
to ‘international piracy’.

New Delhi has ordered additional
navy craft to patrol the Palk Straits to
prevent Tigers from crossing from
Jaffna into Tamil Nadu, and the Sri
Lankan Navy also has intensified its
surveillance.

Amidst the tight security, a series of
bomb attacks rocked Tamil Nadu on
25 January, but caused no casualties,
according to PTI news report. The
report added that the Tamil Liberation
Army (TLA), alleged to be a front for
the LTTE, exploded a device in the
coastal town of Villupuram destroying
the statue of Mahathma Gandhi.
There were two other explosions des-
troying a regional office of the Con-
gress(I). A TLA statement left behind

Continued on page 6

LIQLILISLD



6 TAMIL TIMES

www.padippakam.com

15 FEBRUARY 1993

Continued from page 5

at the latter two explosions claimed
that the attacks were in protest
against the Indian Navy’s action in
which a leading Sri Lankan Tamil
leader was killed.

. Meanwhile it was announced in
Madras that the dead body of a Tiger
cadre and two injured cadres from the
burnt out ship had been recovered and
taken to Visakapatanam naval base
by naval commandos. The two injured
men were being treated aboard an
Navy Hospital ship under strict
security.

Although the M.V. Ahat had been
badly burnt and damaged, reports and
photographs in Indian newspapers in-
dicate that the ship had not capsized
as previously reported, but was afleat,
According to the General Officer Com-
manding the Indian Navy’s Southern
Sector, Vice Admiral Kailasha Kumar
Kohili, the Indian Navy Frigate
‘Vivek’ and another vessel had first
attempted to bring the fire under
control. When difficulties were en-
countered, they had to bring in the
better equipped Navy frigate, ‘Feroze
Gandhi’. It not only brought the fire
under control; navy commandos had
also boarded the LTTE ship after the
fire had been put out.

Capt. Jayachandran Reveals

The Captain of the ill-fated ship,
Jayachandran and eight other mem-
bers of the crew who were rescued by
the Indian navy were charged on 18
January under the Terrorist and Dis-
ruptive Activities Act (TADA) before
the Magistrate of Visakapatinam, M.
Ramakrishnan. Jayachandran was
placed in police custody for three days
for interrogation and the other eight
were remanded for 14 days and who
were identified as Satkunalingam, V.
Krishnamoorthy, K. Nayakam, S.
Sivarasa, S. Indralingam, S. Balak-
rishnan and T. Mohan.

It is learnt that Jayachandran, a
long time associate of Kittu, during
questioning, had told the Indian police
that Kittu had left Switzerland some-
time ago, later he was in Stockholm
from where he went to Austria, and it
was when he was in Austria that
Prabhakaran had given instructions
for him to return. Kittu had boarded
the ship one hundred miles off the
coast of Singapore along with five
other LTTE cadres on 7 January. He
further had reportedly revealed that
Kittu had first thought of dropping
anchor and surrendering ship, himself
and others on board, but had finally
decided on swallowing a cyanide cap-
sule and blowing up the ship, while
ordering the crew to jump overboard.

Jayachandran is also reported to
have revealed that Kittisiri (LTTE’s
arms and explosives expert) had set
out on the arms purchase mission on
11 August last year carrying with him
approximately 10 million US dollars.

Weapons on Board

News reports quoting Indian High
Commission sources in Colombo stated
that M.V. Ahat was carrying several
anti-aireraft 9-zero cannons capable of
striking targets at 6000 feet. They said
that the arms and ammunition that
the ship carried were reliably believed
to have been purchased from a Gulf
country last month, and another deal
was believed to have been struck in
Afghanistan by the LTTE’s agent
Kumaran Pathmanathan.

The High Commission sources also
stated that thc ship had been first
detected by the Indian reconnaissance
flights operated by the Indian Aviation
Research Centre (ARC) located at
Chabratha in the state of Orissa. La-
ter, when the Indian navy spotted the
ship two miles off Indian territorial
waters, the naval security commander
in Visakapatinam had informed the
Sri Lankan navy to intensify its sur-
veillance. The same message was also
sent to the Naval Attache at the
Indian High Commission in Colombo
and also the Defence Ministry in Col-
ombo. At the point of detection, the
vessel was reportedly 23 miles east of
Point Pedro, two miles outside Indian
territorial waters.

Speculation about Tip-off

Kittu’s last known place of abode
was Switzerland where he sought asy-
lum after he received a notice of
deportation from the British govern-
ment. While he was in London, he was
in charge of the International Secre-
tariat of the LTTE, 54 Tavistock Place,
London WC1.

LTTE sources summarily dismissed
speculation that the information relat-
ing to the ship in which Kittu was
sailing might have been leaked to the
Indian intelligence by those within the
LTTE itself who did not relish the
prospect of Kittu’s return and his
rehabilitation in the LTTE leadership.
According to LTTE’s rival Tamil
groups factional rivairy within the
Tigers had aggravated after the eleva-
tion of Baby Subramaniam to the
previous position held by Gopalas-
wamy Mahendrarajah (Mahathaya)
who has fallen from grace and is
reported to have been removed from
all positions in the LTTE leadership.
Jaffna sources also disputed the truth
of the speculation in the Sri Lankan
media that Mahathaya has already
secretly gone to Singapore.

The reported recent grenade attack
on Shanmugalingam Sivasankar alias
Pottu Amman, in which he suffered
serious leg injury, is seen as a reflec-
tion of the internal rift within the
LTTE. Indian and Sri Lankan author-
ities have identified Pottu Amman as
the leader of the intelligence wing of
the LTTE, and he is one of the promin-
ent accused persons in the Rajiv Gan-
dhi and Padmanabha murder cases.

Another story that is being circu-
lated, the authorship of which is attri-
buted to the ‘Voice of Tigers’ radio
from Jaffna, is that one Shanmugam,
former telex operator in the LTTE
office in Paris, had given the tip-off to
the Indian authorities. Shanmugam
was killed under mysterious circumst-
ances at the Orly Airport in Paris last
month.

Reactions to Kittu’s Death

The news of Kittu’s death and the
scuttling of the ship by the Indian
navy brought about predictable anti-
Indian reactions from pro-Tiger sym-
pathisers among expatriate Sri T.ank-
an Tamils in many countries. In Lon-
don, LTTE sympathisers kept a day-
long vigil outside India House followed
by a protest march on 18 January.
There were similar protests in Paris,
Bonn, Switzerland, Canada and
Switzerland.

The London-based ‘International
Federation of Tamils’ said in a state-
ment that India’s action against Tamil
leader Kittu was ‘not only a crime
against the Tamil people and their
struggle for freedom and justice, but
also an act of piracy and a crime
against humanity. We urge that the
international community cannot and
should not allow crimes such as these
to go unpunished and unnoticed’.

LTTE’s international spokesman
based in Paris, Lawrance Thilakar,
said, Kittu was building with gov-
ernmental and non-governmental
organisations in Europe. He was
arranging talks between the Sri Lank-
an government and the LTTE, and his
death has damaged efforts for a peace-
ful solution’. He also said that Kittu
‘had been getting well versed with
international norms while he was in
Europe. His return to the island would
have helped the organisation to get
recognised and legitimised by the in-
ternational community.

Conceding that LTTE relations with
the Indian government were in a bad
way, Thilakar added that this serious
incident had made it worse. He ac-
cused India of having ‘shown itself as a
country against freedom and peace
and against the welfare of the oppres-

Continued on page 19
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Anglican Bishop Meets LTTE Leader

‘One Small Step on a Long Road to Peace’

At least in one respect, the recent visit to
Jaffna of the Anglican Bishop of Col-
ombo, Rt. Rev. Kenneth Fernando, was
exceptional. The Jaffna peninsula in
northern Sri Lanka is under the effec-
tive control of the most militarily power-
ful Tamil militant group, the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Many a
delegation from the south of the island
and from abroad and many a foreign
correspondent has visited Jaffna in re-
cent years with the intention of meeting
the LTTE leader, Velupillai Prabhakar-
an, but returned without success, the
exception being the American TIME
magazine’s correspondent Ms. Anita
Pratap. Not only was Bishop Fernando
able to meet the Tiger leader, he also
had the unique opportunity of talking to
him for two hours and forty-five mi-
nutes.

In summing up his peace mission to
Jaffna, Bishop Fernando felt that ‘it was
one small step on a long road to justice
and peace in our land’. The Bishop’s
mission of peace was welcomed by many,
but the Colombo-based Sri Lankan
media, whether state-owned or other-
wise, did not fail to indulge in their
characteristic doublespeak and cynicism.

The Bishop’s visit received much pub-
licity in the media even before his
departure. He was accompanied by Rev.
Dr. Rienzie Perera and left Colombo on 7
January. He reached Kilinochchi town
just outside the Jaffna peninsula on the
same day. But the issue of how the
Bishop’s mission was going to cross into
Jaffna became a moot point. The tradi-
tional gateway to and from Jaffna, the
Elephant Pass, was not in use since
June 1990 when the present war broke
out; the LTTE has banned its use by
anyone, For a long time now, people
have been using the Kilali point to cross
the Jaffna lagoon in spite of the danger
of indiscriminate military attacks by the
security forces. Only two weeks before
the Bishop’s visit, the entirety of the
Jaffna lagoon had been declared by the
government as a no-go prohibited zone,
and the military had warned that any-
one seeking to use the lagoon for any
purpose would be shot.

Crossing Into Jaffna

The Bishop had discussed his problem
of crossing into Jaffna with Joint Opera-
tions Command of the military which
advised him that he would be at risk if
he sought to cross into Jaffna by boat
using the Kilali point. The Bishop could
have flown straight into the Jaffna
peninsula by Sri Lanka airforce plane

and landed at the Palaly airbase and
from there gone to the Jaffna town, and
in fact the military offered a plane; or he
could have sought the assistance of the
ICRC with whom he could have reached
Jaffna. But the Bishop did neither.

Having participated in church cere-
monies at Kilinochchi, Tharmapuram
and Thanniyootu, the Bishop along with
his clerical colleagues took the risk of
crossing the lagoon at the Kilali point on
7 January on a boat, presumably skip-
pered by a Tiger cadre.

The meeting with the LTTE leader
took place at 7pm on 10 January. From
Jaffna Bishop’s House, we travelled ab-
out ten minutes in two Pajero vehicles
wearing dark glasses. We reached a
beautiful mansion. The security was
tight there. Prabhakaran met us there’,
the Bishop said.

The church delegation consisted of the
following: Rt. Rev. Kenneth Fernando,
Rev. Dr. Rienzie Perera and Rev. P.
Nesakumar of the Anglican clergy; Rt.
Rev. Dr. Thomas Soundranayagam
(Bishop of Jaffna) and Rev. Dr. SJ.
Emmanuel of the Roman Catholic
Church; Rt. Rev. D.J. Ambalavanar,
Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan, Rev. S. Jeyane-
gan and Rev. A. Jeyakumar of the
Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South
India.

From the LTTE, the following partici-
pated: LTTE leader V. Prabhakaran,
LTTE spokesman Anton Balasingham,
Mr. Soosai, Mr. Thamil Chelvan and Mr.
Cheraman.

Discussions

The Bishop in the presence of the
other members of the clergy, had a
two-hour meeting with the LTTE leader
and later a 45 minute private meeting.
The latter meeting led to the LTTE
releasing two of the 41 policemen who
have been in LTTE captivity since 13
June 1990 following the Tiger attack on
the Oddusuddan police station.

The following is the text of an
abridged account reportedly approved by
Bishop Fernando of his discussions with
the LTTE leader.

‘At first Bishop Kenneth Fernando
started talking about the Select Com-
mittee Recommendations. He said it was
a breakthrough as far as the Sinhalese
are concerned. For the first time the
major political parties have accepted
Federalism — the word which was aller-
gic to most of the Sinhalese people, and
he explained about the other advantages

in the recommendations and he wanted
Mr. Prabhakaran’s views on the matter.
Mr. Prabhakaran replied that the Select
Committee’s recommendations were re-
jected even by those Tamil parties which
are now co-operating with the Govern-
ment, and he did not want to say
anything more.

‘Bishop Kenneth Fernando told Mr.
Prabhakaran about the untold suffer-
ings of the Tamil people because of the
closing of the exits of the Peninsula. He
wanted Mr. Prabhakaran to co-operate
with the Government and secure a safe
path for the Tamil people. For this Mr.
Prabhakaran said that it was entirely in
the hands of the Government. The Gov-
ernment was not able to prevent the
flow of the militants to the mainland and
from the mainland to the Peninsula. In
one day about four-hundred militants
cross the Jaffna lagoon and the Navy is
fully aware of this. They do not attack
the armed militants. They attack only
the unarmed civilians. Closing off the
routes to Colombo have not affected our
operations in any way.

‘Mr. Prabhakaran expressed the view
that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to isolate the LTTE by harassing
the people. But so far our experiences
are that people are coming closer to us
because of the persecution, we are not
isolated. He said that on Christmas Day
the government forces chose to drop
bombs.

‘Mr. Prabhakaran also said about the
killings of innocent civilians at Sithank-
erny. They were old people, children and
women.

Giving up Eelam

The question was asked by Bishop
Kenneth about giving up the Eelam
demand, For this Prabhakaran replied
that they were prepared to give up the
Eelam cry if any substantial alternative
to Eelam is given. But Mr, Prabhakaran
was very pessimistic that the govern-
ment would give nothing equal to
Eelam.

“The question was asked about the
Elephant Pass. Bishop Kenneth said
that the government was giving more
than what is given by the LTTE and
that the LTTE should reciprocate; for
this Mr. Prabhakaran said that the
government was responsible for all peo-
ple, they claim that they are protectors
of the entire people. You cannot compare
the methods and objectives of a libera-
tion organisation with the government
of a country. The government has cer-
tain responsibilities which the liberation
organisation does not have.

Bishop Kenneth Fernando said when
he returns to Colombo the Press men
will call me and ask me what Mr.
Prabhakaran said about the clauses of

Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 7

the Select Committee recommendations.
Mr. Prabhakaran said the problem is
not whether the clauses are satisfactory,
but whether the government is in a
mood to implement any of the clauses.
Bishop Kenneth Fernando said the con-
cept of homelands is considered unhelp-

ful by the Sinhalese people, that means- .

the Tamils have a home and the
Sinhalese have a home; and the Tamils
should not enter the Sinhalese homeland
and the Sinhalese should not enter the
Tamil homeland. The Sinhalese will not
be safe in the North and the Tamils will
not be safe in the South. For this Mr.
Prabhakaran said that they will give
protection to the Sinhalese people and
till recent times Sinhalese have been
living peacefully in the North.

‘It was also pointed out that the
Sinhala people disliked the word federal-
ism till recent times but they have
accepted it for the most part.

‘Bishop Kenneth asked if Buddhist
monks or other people from the South
could come to Jaffna and meet the
LTTE. For this Mr. Prabhakaran said
that the LTTE will always be glad to
meet anybody coming from the south
and asked Bishop Kenneth to bring a
group of Sinhala intellectuals.

‘As the discussion was proceeding
snacks were served by the members of
the LTTE at which all participated.

‘After discussions Mr. Prabhakaran
and Dr. Anton Balasingham met the
Bishops separately for about 45 mi-
nutes’.

Bishop Speaks to the Press

On his return to Colombo on 14
January aboard a Sri Lanka Airforce
plane, the Bishop spoke to the press.
He said that before his departure to
Jaffna, he did not meet or have discus-
sions with President Premadasa, but
he had spoken to Presidential Advisor
Bradman Weerakoon, Chairman of

the Parliamentary Select Committee
Mangala Moonesinghe and some other
political leaders.

The Bishop confirmed that he had
asked Prabhakaran about giving up
the LTTE’s demand for a separate
state of Eelam to which the LTTE
leader had replied that they were
prepared to do so if a substantial
alternative was offered by the govern-
ment. He said that the release of the
two policemen had been a ‘gesture of
goodwill for peace’ on the part of the
Tiger leader. The Bishop said that the
people of Jaffna were undergoing se-
vere hardship due to the unavailabil-
ity of electricity, petrol, kerosene,
medicines, paper, fertilizers etc. Even
food items were not allowed into Jaff-
na — 48 items were not allowed to be
transported to Jaffna which included
chocolates, biscuits, bicycle tyres,
tubes, soap and many other essential
items. He said that the government
could reciprocate the LTTE's gesture
of goodwill by reducing the number of
banned items and by opening a suit-
able passage between the mainland
and the peninsula.

The Bishop giving an assessment of
the Tiger leader said: ‘He was cour-
teous, quick-thinking, soft-spoken,
humane, and decisive in answering
questions’.

The Bishop said that the people of
the north — teachers, students, govern-
ment employees, businessmen, sick
people and others needed to travel
between the peninsula and the main-
land. The declaration of the Jaffna
lagoon a prohibited zone had made
travel dangerous.

‘Mr. Prabhakaran agreed with me
that the relaxation of restrictions
affecting civilian life in Jaffna, the
opening of a suitable passageway be-
tween Jaffna and mainland and the
participation in political negotiations
are linked together and should take
place concurrently’, the Bishop said.
Prabhakaran said that for military

UNHCR in a Dilemma over Relief Camp
by Rita Sebastian

Officials of the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR),
engaged in humanitarian assistance in
the North-East are seriously consider-
ing their options in the administering
of the Madhu ‘Open Relief Centre’
which up to now has been observed as
a de facto neutral zone, by both war-
ring sides in the North-East conflict,
the government forces and the Tamil
Tigers.

The jungle shrine in Madhu, turned
into an open relief centre, houses
around 29,000 refugees, and is the

largest relief centre in the country.

Last week, UNHCR’s representa-
tive Hasim Utkan, visibly disturbed,
spoke out publicly for the first time at
what he feels is a violation of the
normally accepted international
norms in the administering of a relief
centre in a conflict zone.

‘We had no problems at all till about
November last year, says Mr. Utkan.
Somewhere in the third week in
November last year began a series of

Continued on page 19

reasons he would not agree to the
opening of the Elephant Pass for civi-
lian travel.

The Bishop said that negotiations
should be without preconditions and
any talk of laying down of arms will
block any talks taking place. He consi-
dered Prabhakaran’s agreement to re-
spond to the forthcoming report of the
Parliamentary Select Committee as
significant.

Responding to a question, the
Bishop said that he would not say that
the LTTE had 100 per cent support of
the Jaffna people. There was an air of
dissent in the peninsula and that
human rights and democracy had to be
restored once peace was restored.

To a question: ‘You did say that Mr.
Prabhakaran was quite human. Did
you talk with him about the many
killings such as at Palliyagodalla
where innocent children were butch-
ered?’, the Bishop replied: ‘I must say
that I did have the question of the
killing of innocents in my mind, but [
was too embarrassed to raise this
question in my conversation with Mr,
Prabhakaran, because at that time I
was in Jaffna, and all Jaffna was
mourning the killing of over 30 inno-
cent Tamils at Kilali on the night of
January 2nd. With this in my mind, I
could not pose the question about the
killing of innocents’.
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Unitary State Versus Federalism:
Has the Debate Begun or Ended?

by N. Shanmugaratnam’

Recently, there was much talk in the
Sri Lankan press about a federal
approach to the national question. It
appeared as if at last the stage was
being set for an open debate, which
was long overdue, on alternatives to
the present organisation model of the
Sri Lankan state. But now it appears
that the two main Sinhala parties —
UNP and SLFP - have opted out by
reiterating their commitment to the
present unitary model. Are we back to
square one? In any case, the UNP and
SLFP are not ‘back to square one’ for
Lhey did not ever dare to move out of it;
they have simply chosen to stick to the
unitary model for opportunist reasons.
It is not that federalism per se is
superior to any form of unitary state
but that there is a great need to
explore alternative organisational
forms for the Lankan polity with the
view to reach a consensus on a work-
able model. Given their present and
past positions on the national ques-
tion, one may be justified in believing
that the unwillingness of the UNP and
SLFP to seriously consider the federal
alternative has been inspired by
chauvinist political calculations.
Again, one may not be mistaken to
conclude that these two parties, which
have been taking turns since 1947 to
preside over the disintegration of the
country along ethnic lines, are not
prepared yet to repent their actions
and make a fundamental policy shift
toward a democratic re-unification of
the Lankan social formation. For there
is no way of avoiding the question of
how to reorganise the Lankan polity
as a multi-ethnic democratic state if a
political party is really concerned ab-
out ending the war and winning last-
ing peace for the people.

Liberal Concept of Civil Society

Theoretically, it is possible to im-
agine a unitary state in which mem-
bers of different ethnic and racial
groups peacefully coexist without any
discrimination on ethnic or racial
grounds. In the ideal model of the state
according to the Anglo-American
liberal tradition, the basic building
block is the rational self-interested
individual who enters into reciprocal

'Senior Economist, Norwegian Centre
For International Agricultural Develop-
ment, Aas, Norway, and currently Visit-
ing Professor, Ryukoku University,
Kyoto, Japan.

and equal relations with other similar
individuals. This forms the basis for
the liberal concept of civil society, the
essence of which is the right to private
property and enterprise and to pursue
one’s self-interest without extra-
economic constraints in a world of free
markets. To such a model of society,
interferences of ethnic or racial factors
into contractual relations between in-
dividuals are irrational. What is cru-
cial is the individual’s right to self-
preservation as an individual human
being.

The liberal concept of human rights
flows from this notion of the sovereign
individual. However, we know that in
the real world, nationalism has played
a major role in the formation of the
modern bourgeois state. Furthermore,
liberal democracies have blossomed
mainly on the basis of monolingual
nation states and through major
struggles taking class and cross-class
and violent and non-violent forms.
Many monolingual nations were
formed by the assimilation of minority
ethnies into the dominant majority
ethnie or linguistic group.

However, in several instances where
more than a single ethnic formation
had to be accommodated within a
single country (i.e. where assimilation
into the majority ethnie had failed or
was not possible due to national resist-
ance from the minorities) the leading
political parties chose a federal struc-
ture to guarantee ethnic equality and
counter any tendency toward institu-
tionalised ethnic discrimination. Cana-
da and Switzerland are two cases in
point.

We also know that the history of
capitalism is not simply one of an
automatic development of individual
liberties and liberal democracy. Fasc-
ism, Nazism and other forms of au-
thoritarianism and genocide were also
products of particular historical con-
junctures of capitalism. Democracy
and capitalism are not Siamese-twins
although the heretical Marxian politic-
al economist Bill Warren says they
are. Yet one comes across genuine
liberals who believe that the liberal
utopia of a society of free, rational and
equal invidiuals unencumbered by
class, ethnicity, race, caste or gender is
within the reach of humankind. I
think such idealism should have a
place in political debates although I do
not subscribe to it myself.

It is the liberal alternative to the

Marxist view that a stateless and
classless society is the final destination
toward which history is moving — a
view that appeals to me. However, we
have no valid reason to believe that
the UNP’s and SLFP’s commitment to
a unitary state is motivated by the
values of liberal democracy and equal-
ity of individuals irrespective of ethnic
and other differences. On the other
hand, there are reasons to fear that
powerful elements in these two parties
do not want any change in the present
structure that might pave the way for
an alternative secular and pluralist
political environment.

Perverting Parliamentary Demo-
cracy

In Sri Lanka, the basic reason for
the Tamil people’s distrust in the umt-
ary state is not hard to find. They have
experienced the workings of the unit-
ary state in a variety of ways. Let us
take one important institution of gov-
ernance, the parliament. For more
than four decades, the democratic
principle of rule by the party winning
the majority of seats at the general
election has been consistently per-
verted to mean rule by the biggest
elected party of the majority ethnie,
i.e. the Sinhalese. The disenfranchise-
ment of the upcountry Tamils was
instituted by an Act passed in parlia-
ment. The Sinhala Only Act was pas-
sed ‘democratically’ too. The elevation
of Buddhism to the status of state
religion was a constitutional feat. And
the unseating of the TULF MPs, the
lawfully elected representatives of the
Tamils, was accomplished by a major-
ity vote in parliament. This was the
final act in the tragic drama of par-
liamentary democracy in which the
Tamils found themselves to be perma-
nent losers. It was symbolic of how
delirious majority chauvinists could
get and shamelessly forget even the
most elementary formal rules of run-
ning a parliament let alone a par-
liamentary democracy.

The Tamils and their elected repre-
sentatives stood helpless without any
possible constitutional recourse to
legally fight for the reversal of all
these grave violations. They were
equally helpless to stop state-aided
land colonisation and other forms of
discrimination by legal and political
means.

The practical rules of the game of
parliamentary power were unilateral-
ly worked out by the Sinhala majority
parties. These rules permitted the par-
ticipation of Tamils and Muslims in
decision making only as clients of the
ruling party. At times, there were a
few places in the cabinet for token
Tamils and Muslims. There was no
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sustained attempt by the ruling par-
ties to develop regular and legitimate
mechanisms of consensus building
which are a hallmark of western par-
liamentary democracies.

This is a short history of parliamen-
tary democracy within the unitary
state system in Sri Lanka. It is a
history of distortion and perversion of
the basic principles that are supposed
to guide the development of a system
of governance based on popular con-
sent. It is a sad story of how the actions
of successive ruling parties made the
minorities lose confidence in the poli-
tical system and the ruling parties’
dispensation of social justice. Is it any
wonder that the minorities have mis-
givings about this form of parliamen-
tary democracy and the unitary state
which gives it sanctity and in turn
receives legitimacy from it?

The demerits of the unitary state
and its main arm of representative
democracy in Lanka are quite transpa-
rent from the point of view of finding a
solution to the national question. If we
discount the liberal idea of a fair and
just unitary state as too utopian to be
of practical value at present in the
Lankan context, then we have to look
for feasible non-unitary alternatives.
Naturally, federalism crops up as an
option. However, the merits of the
federal alternative still remain theore-
tical and have not been debated thor-
oughly. The case for federalism can
not be built by a negative approach
and pointing at the failures of the
unitary model. It has to be based on its
positive qualities as an institutional
alternative to solve the problems at
hand.

Merits of Federalism

Let us not confuse means with ends.
Federalism is a means to an end. Its
merits have to be judged by its value
as an institutional mechanism to en-
sure security for the minorities, ethnic
equality, inter-ethnic harmony, demo-
cratisation and the social economic
development of all the regions in the
country. Therefore, it is the content,
not just the form, that really matters.
In the last contribution to Tamil
Times (15 January), the author raised
the need for a debate on reconstruct-
ing Lanka as a multi-ethnic people’s
democracy and the usefulness of feder-
alism as a means toward that end. One
of the merits of federalism is that it
can be helpful in re-modelling the
Lankan polity to accommodate the
aspirations of the Tamils to nation-
hood within a larger united country.
Such a solution is also better than
secession given our internal and geo-
political conditions.

However, if federalism is to be a
device to develop a civilised multi-
ethnic society, there has to be mechan-
isms to constantly counter region-
ethno nationalisms. In the absence of
such mechanisms, federalism may
gserve merely to contain ethno-
nationalism for some time without any
guarantee that it will not take more
extreme forms again. Irrational feel-
ings like ‘Sinhala blood’ and ‘Tamil
soil’ are not conducive to the develop-
ment of a civilised multi-ethnic polity.
The most effective way to counter such
divisive, reactionary ideologies is a
combination of equitable economic de-
velopment and democratic cultural
education consciously aimed at inter-
nalising universal human values. Peo-
ple’s democracy should be conceptual-
ised with due regard to this cultural
need.

The term people’s democracy con-
notes something more than a multi-
party system, universal franchise and
free speech. These conditions are
necessary for people’s democracy (PD),
No doubt. But PD takes us to the heart
of the question of empowerment of
people in terms of their abilities to
command the resources needed to
satisfy their basic needs and to

meaningfully involve themselves in
the political life of the society through
participation in decision making at
local community levels. PD means
self-determination at the community
and individual levels. It implies strug-
gles to transform power structures
that oppress people due to ethnicity,
caste and gender at the local level. It
means rights to people as producers
and consumers. Therefore, PD goes
beyond the abstract equality of indi-
viduals proclaimed in constitutions as
well as the equally abstract notion of
national self-determination which
does not necessarily mean the libera-
tion of the people who constitute the
oppressed nation as members of par-
ticular classes and castes, and as stu-
dents, men, women and children.

These considerations compel us to go
beyond liberal conceptions of society as
civil society toward a closer under-
standing of the contradictory and com-
plementary relations between the
state, markets and communities. The
‘invisible hand’ — the Smithian
metaphor for the free market — is an
efficient allocator of resources, but it
does so within given structures of
distribution and in terms of a narrow

Continued on page 29

@ The judge of a Colombo magis-
trate’s court was recently faced
with a rather strange and novel
case of a young mother who had
financed her trip abroad for em-
ployment by handing over her two
small children as ‘surety’ to an
agency without even informing her
husband.

It transpired that the job agency
concerned was providing financial
and other facilities to women who
seek employment abroad, particu-
larly in middle eastern countries,
and in return retain their children
as ‘surety’ to guarantee that the
women remit back funds to the job
agency not only to meet the repay-
ment of the facilities provided, but
also for the upkeep and welfare of
their children while held by the
agency.

In his evidence to Court, the
father of the children said that he
and his wife had six children; he
was employed as a driver; on the
day of the incident, he went to work
as usual leaving his wife and chil-
dren at home; when he returned
home after work, he was informed
that his wife and two of his younger
children, aged 3 and 5 had dis-
appeared; his frantic enquiries re-

In the Paradise lIsle

sulted in his going to the job agency
in question and finding out that his
wife had gone abroad leaving the
children as ‘surety’ at the agency.

The father demanded his chil-
dren back from the Director of the
agency who produced an affidavit
signed by his wife which stated that
his wife had voluntarily handed the
children over to the agency. The
father was not allowed to see the
children, but was asked to return
on a later date when he could see
them. However, when he went back
on the appointed date, the father
was not allowed to take the chil-
dren home. He made a complaint to
the police which led to the matter
being brought before the Court
which ordered that the children be
delivered to the father.

* ¥ ko

@® When President Premadasa re-
cently met the Buddhist Maha-
nayakes of the Malwatte and
Asgiriya Chapters, he is reported to
have said: ‘When I assumed office
as President, Rs. 80 million was
being spent yearly on the North-
East war, and it has now increased
to Rs. 230 million’. What an
achievement!
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Fear Of The Dreaded ‘F’ Word

by Chanaka Amaratunga

I refer not to an obscenity but to an
enlightened constitutional form which
among Sinhala nationalists of various
hues has been converted in Sri Lanka
into an obscenity — federalism.,

With increased interest in that fore-
ver elusive process of seeking a politic-
al solution to the crisis in the North-
East, the debate on federalism has
become accentuated. It is an unmiti-
gated tragedy that this debate is con-
ducted in an atmosphere of blind
ignorance and prejudice or in one
soaked with cynicism and lack of vi-
gion.

Thus those who know no better are
sincerely convinced that federalism is
a short route to the division of Sri
Lanka and those who should know
better are determined to avoid its
adoption, because federalism does not
serve their partisan political interests.

While on the one hand the rabid
Sinhala nationalists, whose point of
view is the only one which so-called
independent Sinhala newspapers of
the mainstream will publish, preach
the superior virtues of a military solu-
tion through enhanced defence spend-
ing, the cutting down of ‘extravagance’
even on the parl of private citizens
who should in a free country be per-
mitted to spend their own money as
they wish, others among whom are
cynical politicians and sincere but
faint-hearted friends of devolution and
the rights of minorities exhort us to be
happy with the genuine implementa-
tion of the Thirteenth Amendment.

With the aid of such elements does
Velupillai Prabakaran proceed on his
mad caravan of brutal intolerance,
totalitarianism and separatism.

Bald assertion

Among the nationalists, the sweep-
ing, bald assertion, entirely innocent
of empirical evidence, is the most
popular currency. The Nalin de Silvas,
the Gunadasa Amarasekeras, the
Dinesh Gunawardenes of this world
assert that federalism is a condition in
which the unity of a nation is irrepar-
ably sundered. It does not matter that
the United States of America, Canada,
Australia, Germany, Switzerland, and
80 many others remain united, cohe-
sive, nations, not despite, but rather,
because of their federal constitutions.

They cite as if they were citing Holy
Writ, the examples of the break up of
Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union as
irrefutable proofs of the destructive
nature of federalism. It does not seem

to bother them that neither Yugosla-
via nor the Soviet Union were federal
states in anything but name ~ that on
the contrary, they were highly central-
ised, totalitarian one party states sub-
jected to the iron rule of their respec-
tive Communist Parties.

It is this attitude that convinces me
that pathetic ignorance (if not outright
maliciousness, and I do not want to
believe the latter) is at the root of their
convictions. For to believe that the
Soviet Union or Yugoslavia could have
been federal states is not to know the
essence of federalism.

Federalism

Federalism involves a clearly de-
marcated, irreversible sharing of co-
ordinate sovereignty by federal au-
thorities and provincial or state au-
thorities, Political diversity, the shar-
ing of power, the supremacy of the
federation and the provinces in their
respective spheres of authority, are
the hallmarks of such a system of
government. It is the constitution, not
any one institution of government,
(such as parliament in our current
constitutional arrangements) which is
supreme in a federal system of govern-
ment. Its entire approach is based on
the desirability of placing limits on the
exercise of power. Communism is as
close to federalism as the earth is to
the sky!

What of the arguments of the other
group, the cynical politicians and
faint-hearted friends of devolution?
Among the politicians are those whose
political judgement remains firmly
rooted in the era in which they cut
their political teeth, when in opposi-
tion to the eminently reasonable de-
mands of the Federal Party they had
developed the wholly & historical
theory that federalism was the first
step which inevitably concluded in
separation of existing states.

Such politicians believe that in the
1950s and 1960s they had so well done
their work that the Sinhalese would
never accept the term federalism’
which has pejorative connotations.
They therefore seek a maximum de-
gree of devolution ‘within the
framework of a unitary constitution’.
among such politicians are many who
know full-well the limitations, consti-
tutional administrative and practical,
which would be the consequence of
retaining a unitary constitution — and
the suspicion is inescapable given the
woefully dishonest implementation of

the Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution, that such a situation is
positively welcomed by such politi-
cians,

13th amendment

Equally, the other attitude of believ-
ing that a maximum degree of devolu-
tion could be conferred within a unit-
ary constitution ignores the reality
that even in 1987, the Supreme Court
deemed the Thirteenth Amendment
constitutional by a judgement of 4-4-1
with a single judge holding the balance
of power which then became 5-4.

It is more than likely that any
further extension of the constitutional
powers of Provincial Councils will be
deemed to require the support of the
people at a referendum.

Faint-hearted friends of devolution
who think that obtaining a two thirds
majority in parliament and a majority
at a referendum is impossible, that a
political settlement of the North-East
can only come through effective imple-
mentation of the Thirteenth Amend-
ment or by enhancing some of its
powers suffer from a state of mental
confusion.

If the powers of Provincial Councils
are to be increased, even within the
framework of a unitary constitution,
amendment of the constitution by a
two third majority becomes a necessi-
ty. Today it seems very unlikely that
such a majority can be created without
the support of the principal parties.
The principal parties, in turn, would
respond only if they believed that
there was no negative impact of public
opinion,

Referendum

Even if such a majority were to be
created, the Supreme Court may re-
quire a referendum to be held on this
issue. The choice for the politicians
and for the faint-hearted friends of
devolution, is twofold. Because of their
lack of willingness to face a referen-
dum, they could advocate the pre-
servation of the Thirteenth Amend-
ment or they could improve on the
powers granted by the Thirteenth
Amendment and hope it will get past
the Supreme Court.

Neither strategy will inspire the
liberal democratic parties among
Tamils into a belief that they can
marginalise the LTTE. The only
means whereby the marginalisation of
the LTTE could begin would be the
real implementation of, ‘real and sub-
stantial devolution’ — that means the
adoption of a federal constitution.

Misunderstood

I, believe, too, that the cynical politi-
cians and the faint-hearted politicians
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and the faint-hearted friends of free-
dom have totally misunderstood the
real problem of how the public can be
convinced to accept an enlightened
political settlement. The fear of the
adoption of a federal constitution rests
largely on the fear of a referendum on
the adoption of a federal constitution.

The conventional wisdom in the de-
bate on minority problems in Sri
Lanka has always been the need to
come to terms away from public scru-
tiny. This attitude has been utterly
wrong. The Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayakam Pact, the Dudley

Senanayake-Chelvanayakam Pact
and the Indo-Sri Lankan Accord were
conceived in secret and ultimately
failed because they could not shed the
image that they were conceived as
conspiracies against the people.

Last hope

The constitutional, political and his-
toric truths that federalism streng-
thens individual liberty and liberal
democracy, that it keeps nations of
diverse people together, must boldly be
presented to the people of Sri Lanka.
When these truths, the cost of the
conflict, the impossibility of a military

solution and the consequent necessity
of marginalising the LTTE by reduc-
ing its base of support, are presented
to the people, that which has been
regarded as a political obscenity to be
feared and avoided at all costs, may be
recognized for what it is, the means of
our political salvation, the last hope for
a united, free and prosperous Sri
Lanka.

Ignorance, cynicism and faint-
heartedness alike must be banished
into the outer darkness. The dreaded
‘F’ word’s benign qualities must quick-
ly and unreservedly be recognised.

India Targets LTTE
Arms Shipments

Two major events are being viewed by
political and defence analysts in south
Sri Lanka as harbingering a crisis in
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE). The reported grenade attack
at Koppai in Jaffna on Pottu Amman
and the death of Kittu when MV Ahat
along with its lethal cargo blew up in
midsea have given rise to strong spe-
culation and belief that the crisis is
both external and internal. The two
events no doubt are unprecedented in
LTTE’s history.

Although it has been known for a
long time that the Tigers owned ships
registered under several companies
set up in many parts of the globe, and
that this shipping network was used
extensively to procure arms, ammuni-
tion and explosives for the LTTE, The
Indian intelligence agencies and the
Sri Lankan government had no tangi-
ble evidence to convince themselves
about the actual modality involved in
the process of transporting and un-
loading large quantities of weapons
unknown to India’s blue water navy
and advanced electronic surveillance
gystems.

The logistics of LTTE’s offshore un-
loading still remains as mysterious as
ever despite the interception of MV
Ahat. This is a great advantage the
Tigers still have. How do the Tigers
unload large quantities of arms and
ammunition in high seas — a task
which could normally take several
days — without being detected? The
Indians are yet to figure out the
answer to this question. But it has
become fairly clear to them that the
Bay of Bengal beyond Sri Lanka’s
eastern seaboard has to be under
surveillance for Tiger ships. The prob-
lem however is that it has a busy sea
lane used by a large number of mer-
chant vessels and tankers. Almost all

the traffic to southeast Asia and the
western ports of India such as Madras
and Calcutta, pass through this lane.
Therefore checking out every ship for
supplies to the LTTE is almost an
impossible task. Hence the Indians
appear to be looking into two things —
one, unusual activity of any ship in
this part of the lane; the other, in-
formation at source.

The claim made by Indian officials
that their coast guard was responsible
for the detection of Tiger vessels in
their territorial waters, is clearly in-
tended to give legitimacy to their task.
But they are in fact policing the Sri
Lankan territorial waters and the in-
ternational sealanes which skirt them.
The Sri Lankan navy which is hard-
pressed for resources and modern
technology is in no position to effec-
tively monitor and intercept the
LTTE’s arms shipments and midsea
unloading in international waters
bordering its maritime zone.

There has been an increasing
amount of co-ordination between Indi-
an (the RAW) and the Sri Lankan
intelligence agencies since 1987 in the
course of which a lot of information
about LTTE’s international operations
has been passed on to Sri Lankans.
Hence, Colombo had frequent fore-
warnings from Delhi about possible
shipments. But the Sri Lankan navy
could do little except step up surveill-
ance beyond the eastern seabord dur-
ing the periods in which Delhi indi-
cated the shipments would arrive. The
chances were little that even when
this was the case, the Sri Lankan navy
could detect or intercept LTTE ships.
The maritime zone on the island’s
eastern seaboard is too extensive while
Colombo’s naval patrolling and sur-
veillance capability is very limited —
and debilitated in recent times by

suicide attacks on command ships of
the Sri Lankan navy. Even if the
Indians were prepared to give precise
information — date, exact location,
name of vessel ete., it is doubtful
whether Colombo could have diverted
adequate naval power to handle in-
terception.

The Sri Lankan navy has been
overstrained and overstretched by its
logistical role in Eelam War Two. The
government is cash-strapped to pro-
cure and maintain naval craft and
monitoring ‘systems to look after its
security interests sufficiently in that
part of the Bay of Bengal used by the
Tigers to bring in their weapons.

India on the other hand sees its
naval power as the primary means by
which it can bring about the decline of
the LTTE especially in a situation
where it cannot directly intervene in
or openly assist Sri Lanka. Delhi’s
assumption is that the Tigers cannot
survive for long if their supply is
severed in the high seas. There has
also been a concerted attempt by Indi-
a’s intelligence agencies to systemati-
cally locate sources of supply and to
identify shipping companies and ships
which have been used or owned by the
Tigers. This task had been initiated as
early as 1985 but had remained low
key till Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination.

Initially RAW seems to have col-
lected only vague details about LTTE'’s
shipping network and potential. They
queried other Tamil groups at that
time about the identity and role of the
person known only as K.P. (The Tigers
had carefully concealed the identity
and activities of their key men from
the RAW during their stay in India).
In addition to this, the RAW had a
serious handicap in its attitude to have
a clear picture of the LTTE — the deep
seated prejudice that the Tigers could
not ultimately be smart because they
were a vernacular phenomenon. (The
prejudice still infects some learned
analyses on the Tamil question).

Continued on page 14
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It was only after MV Sunbird, a ship
owned by the LTTE, was apprehended
by Malaysian authorities on December
13, that some details about the nature
of LTTE’s arms shipments became
clear to the Indians. The Sunbird was
registered under a company called The
Pt. Pedro Shipping Corporation. K.P.
who was identified as Tharmalingam
Shanmugam Kumaran of Myliddy, a
dJaffna University graduate, was one of
the company’s directors. Following
this, Indian intelligence agencies were
able to secure some information about
another Tiger ship called MV Golden
Bird which had unloaded war material
in midsea above the northeastern
coast of the island just before Eelam
War Two started in June 1990, The
information was duly passed on to the
Sri Lankan government.

After Rajiv Gandhi's assassination,
India approached the Malaysian gov-
ernment hoping to persuade it to take
decisive action against LTTE’s busi-
ness interests, on the ground that K.P.
and his associates in Malaysia were
also part of an international network
linked to the assassination. But much
to the dismay of Indian officials, no-
thing that they could describe as ‘deci-
sive action’ was taken by the Malay-
sians. The companies suspected of hav-
ing been set up by the LTTE continue
to function both in Singapore and in
Malaysia (minus K.P. on their board of
management). Although its cargo was
seized, MV Sunbird was later released
to its owners.

Indian officials claim that K.P. is
still able to carry on with his business
as usual in southeast Asian cities
despite their government’s strong de-
sire to apprehend him. They seem to
suspect that the LTTE has been some-
how able to avail itself of a powerful
Tamil politician’s patronage in
Malaysia. It also transpired that the
Tigers had unloaded a very large
consignment of arms and ammunition
just before the Elephant Pass battle. It
was also suspected at that time that
the Tigers had got down at least two
anti-aircraft pieces in that consign-
ment — the ones which were used in
the battle. India, with a view to reg-
ularly intercept Tiger shipments,
brought two areas above the island’s
maritime zone under naval surveill-
ance. One was above the Mullaithivu
coast, the other was above the Pottuvil
coast in the southeastern part of the
island. The Mullaithivu coast has been
considered ideal for midsea operations
because it has a shoal running along
its length, making a corridor between
the deepsea and the beach. Hence the
shallow draft boats of the Tigers could
escape over the shoal into the corridor

in case of emergencies. The distance
between the sea lane where unloading
had to be done and the shoal is short.

Contrary to the reports that were
passed on to sections of the Indian
press, the trawler ‘Tongonova’ was
intercepted near the Sri Lankan mari-
time border above Mullaithivu accord-
ing to sources from Delhi. A routine
military flight to the Andaman isles
had accidentally noticed a ship linger-
ing unusually near the shipping lane
above the northeastern coast; by the
time the Indian navy checked details
of the regular traffic and moved into
the area, the ship was gone, but the
large trawler ‘Tongonova’ which had
been unloading from it in midsea was
detected and intercepted when it had
attempted to rush towards Mullaithi-
vu. But, the Indians received intelli-
gence reports later that another con-
signment had been successfully pro-
cured by sea.

It was suspected that the high seas
above Thirukovil-Pottuvil-Panama
was being used. This coastal stretch
like that of Mullaithivu has the advan-
tage of derelict coconut plantations
and shrub with easy access to jungle
bases in the hinterland, But then,
even the most sophisticated electronic
surveillance system cannot guess
which among the large number of
ships that pass through the lane carry
cargo for the LTTE or how it was going
to unload it. Therefore, in addition to
routine naval surveillance, RAW be-
gan gathering information about the
LTTE’s arms purchasing sources and
methods. Information from inside Jaff-
na about the movements of Kuttisri,
believed to be the main arms expert of
the Tigers, is claimed to have been
available to the RAW (a claim which
sounds a bit implausible).

What appears to be more probable,
however, is that the RAW made use of
formal information exchange arrange-
ments with its counterparts in the
west and the middle east to secure
some details of LTTE’s arms deals. It
must be pointed out here that two
major deals made by the PLOT
(another Tamil militant group), in
1986 and 1989 were scuttled in this
manner. India had also achieved a fair
degree of success in bringing pressure
upon many western countries into not
granting asylum status to Kittu, and
to share information of his move-
ments., (In fact Delhi had been
apprised by informal ‘channels’ from
Jaffna that undue pressure on Kittu in
the west, could ultimately push him
into ‘alien’ hands). If this was the case,
MV Ahat was doomed when Kittu
boarded it. This would also signify that
the western intelligence community
might pass information about LTTE’s

supplies for its own reasons — such as
bringing pressure on the LTTE or to
oblige India if it were to approach
them with specific requests. It is clear
however that the LTTE is preparing
for such an eventuality.

Prabhakaran regularly emphasises
the need to be militarily self-sufficient
~ meaning that the war should be
carried on with arms and ammunition
captured from the enemy. But Indian
officials are convinced that if their
navy effectively cuts off the arms
pipeline to the Tigers, the Sri Lankan
army would find it easier to secure a
victory in the north and east. Today,
Delhi is patently keen to expand and
consolidate its influence in south Sri
Lanka by pleasing Premadasa. And
pleased Colombo is with the blowing
up of MV Ahat.

The mood in the south is upbeat
once more; a new Sinhala weekly
called Thoppiya is attempting to re-
vive Cyril Mathew’s legacy and lan-
guage by making virulent references
to ‘Para Demalo’. New Delhi appears
to be quite happy that Premadasa is
fast becoming a tolerable ally. It is also
desirous of demonstrating its bona
fides in crushing the LTTE and the
sentiments of Tamil nationalism. One
senior Indian official said: ‘Our navy is
doing what the IPKF did on ground
against the Tigers’.

The point however is that by
pushing the LTTE thus, while the
Tamils are being denied even a sembl-
ance of a fair deal by Colombo, India is
paving the way for the emergence of a
‘determined Tamil nationalist minor-
ity’ in Tamil Nadu. Indian officials are
today cautious about rejecting out of
hand the possibility of the LTTE di-
verting substantial resources into
Tamil Nadu to strengthen the hands of
its allies there; and succeeding in the
long run. Posters had appeared in
Madras and elsewhere saluting (Veera
Anjali) Kittu’s martyrdom; and bombs
had been exploded in three different
places in Tamilnadu. India is unwit-
tingly making the mistake of handling
the Tamil question as a military ques-
tion.

The LTTE may be fascist, but Tamil
grievances are real, and pan-Tamilian
sentiments have not fully lost their
appeal. Delhi seems to little appreciate
the fact that, for Prabhakaran, the
ultimate bargaining chip is Tamil-
nadu.

Private Tuition
Pure/Applied Mathematics, Stalistics,
Physics O/A Level. Homes visited.
Tel: 081 864 3227
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Indo-Lanka Relations and the Tamil Question

Extracts from an interview given by the Indian High Commissioner Nagendra Nath
Jha, who is retiring from the Foreign Service after three decades — reproduced
with kind courtesy of Sunday Island (24.1.93).

Q. — During your term as the High
Commissioner in Sri Lanka, relations
between India and Sri Lanka have
improved a great deal. But what are the
remaining problems preventing much
closer ties between the two nations?

A. — Relations as you have been good
enough to say have improved a great
deal and it is for me on the eve of my
departure, of course, a very gratifying
thing to hear. Nothing really is prevent-
ing much closer ties between our two
nations, because the goodwill and the
affection has been there all along. For a
while perhaps the goodwill was lacking
or absent. That has returned to the
scene. And basically it's much greater
confidence and trust in each other that
we are now witnessing. All these provide
a very fertile soil for a very closer
sustained relationship. To that extent I
think we can all be very happy.

I only worry sometimes about spill
over effect over your domestic problem
and this in the past has caused mis-
understandings. Who was to blame and
who was not to blame is not worth going
into now.

We should look to the future and only
because we've been looking to the future
right from day one of my arrival here
that things have gone this far. Other-
wise if you are only dwelling on the past
and mind you the past keeps on pulling
back also it is not something that you
can shrug off and ignore as though it
doesn’t exist.

You must solve it domestically be-
cause it is essentially first a domestic
problem of Sri Lanka. The fall out effect
becomes a domestic problem of India too
or becomes a bilateral problem. But it’s
one thing to say it should be solved
domestically. Another thing to expect
that because one has said that India is
totally oblivious to what happens it is not
possible. Now the only bright note here
is that since our relations are so much
more cordial now than they were two
and a half years ago, whatever we may
discuss with each other will be taken in
the correct spirit. I expect that at the
very least. That is a very important
thing because once you feel from your
side that India is a country which is not
out to harm you or hurt you in any way
and in fact has the same interest as you
at heart, then whatever suggestions,
requests or proposals we may make now
or in future or whenever will not be
looked upon with the same suspicion as
it would have been five years ago or
three years ago.

1 don’t see anything in the future even
what I mentioned to you really affecting
seriously our bilateral ties. Because I
think both countries have learnt that
bilateral ties are of mutual concern to
both.

But having said this I think you
should also note that a greater sense of
realism must animate your approach —
the Government’s and the Sinhalese
people’s approach to this problem. I fully
understand the Sinhalese people’s senti-
ments in this regard. This is a small
island and one would like to talk in
terms of unified Sri Lanka etc., that’s
precisely what our objectives are also,
like your’s. Sometimes these objectives
can be better achieved by making con-
cessions at the right time.

There is the feeling among the Tamils,
moderate Tamils, I don’t talk of extrem-
ist Tamils, that not enough attention is
being devoted to their problem and the
problem has to be solved here, essential-
ly in Colombo. There is insufficient
understanding of their point of view, of
their problems, of their aspirations of the
fact that the things have gone too far to
put the genie back in the bottle. There-
fore since it is out of the bottle how do
you control it — not let it expand further
and further? This is something I think
your Government might like to turn its
attention to.

One aspect of political activity
apparently is over, that is the Select
Committee formula. We all know that
Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe has worked
very hard at it and everybody from the
President downward has been keen on
finding a quick and satisfactory solution.
Everyone is aware of that, But there are
many issues in life despite all the good-
will around which baffles solution and
settlement. And this on paper appears to
be one of them. That phase of political
activity is apparently over and now the
next phase might start. Address more
directly, perhaps not such a huge set up,
but directly to the question.

Q. - Aren’t Tamils asking much more
than even what is available in the
Indian federal set up?

A. — Has anyone made it clear to them
that in the federal set up in India for
example, law and order and land mat-
ters are with the states? I don’t know
whether anybody here categorically told
them that this would be available to
them. On the other hand now 1 find the
question of demerger versus merger is

certainly taking precedence over feder-
alism.

Q. — You have to look at the reality in
the East, where Tamils are not in an
overall majority? If you take the Mus-
lims and the Sinhalese together they
are in the majority and the leader of the
Muslims in the East, H.M. Ashraff has
said given a choice they are not for the
merger. In such a situation how can
you give into the demand of the
minority?

A.— Let me put it differently. The very
fact that at one particular time in 1987,
the North and the East were merged.
Whatever may have been the compul-
sion for doing so, would it not indicate
that there is some substance in the
Tamil contention that the North East as
presently formulated was at one time a
Tamil majority area. This is also backed
by the population statistics of 1948 and
earlier.

Q. — Even if you go back to the times
of Sinhala kings this is an hollow
argument. For example it is recorded
that when Robert Knox landed in Batti-
caloa he was arrested by officials of the
Kandyan king.

A.— That is your point of view. This is
a very widely shared point of view and 1
accept that it is widely shared. But the
point is if you take 1948, that is the year
of your independence, the figures I have
seen gives a slightly different picture.
You may be right if you go back a
hundred years, two hundred years, the
picture could be still different. But let’s
take 1948, which is an important year,
or 1931, 'm told that in both these
census’ Tamils have been the majority in
the East.

Q. - If you ignore current reality in
Sri Lanka's East, then in the same
breath you have to advocate giving
separate states for Aborigines of Au-
stralia or Red Indians of America?

A. - I am not saying go back in
history. Don’t carry the statement to
absurd extents in the past. The point is
you have a problem in Sri Lanka of
settling down to a peaceful existence
again, which was a natural state of
affairs. I can see Sri Lanka doing great
wonders once this war is over and it
gets down to the actual act of recon-
struction. You have already done pret-
ty well in economic terms. This is
something that the World Bank and
others have acknowledged. Now you
have an opportunity or you will have
an opportunity hopefully of improving
on that still further. For that the war
has to end.

For the war to end and the genuine
long term settlement to take place —
not something that will get wiped out

Continued on page 16
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in two to three years — some conces-
sions will have to be made to the
Tamils. As I see it that concession may
seem unreasonable for the Sinhalese
side and you have given me reasons
why you feel it is unreasonable and I
appreciate your reasons. I don’t have
to agree with them, but I understand
them because you are the person
directly affected. At the same time
from their point of view it is unreason-
able not to accept their point of view.
Therefore some compromise has to be
worked out.

Now is enough being done to work
out a compromise? And here I must
say I admire, though it did not go far
enough, I admire genuine efforts made
by Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe — va-
rious concept papers, option papers
and other papers that were circulated;
suggestions were made; counter sug-
gestions were made; discussions were
carried out. It can be argued that it did
not go far enough, but at least it
represented a sincere attempt to find a
solution.

Later on the federalism topic also
came on the scene after the ENDLF
paper or Mr. Srinivasan’s paper. All
these things are hopeful signs, but I'm
saying the hopeful signs should not
only remain hopeful, something has to
appear on the ground, which takes
care of this. In other words you have to
work out a formula in your own minds
with your own ingenuity. This is the
problem facing us — how do we keep
the country together? What are the
concessions to be made for the coun-
try? Now surely if the two sides settle
down to serious negotiations they can
find a way out.

Q. - But in the past Tigers have
agreed to various things and then
gone back on those agreements?

A. — 'm not talking about Tigers.
I'm talking about moderate Tamils,
because not enough appreciation has
gone into the fact that moderate Tamil
parties, using the path of moderation
and unity of Sri Lanka, in their own
way have straight courage and given
up and eschewed violence. They have
come down from the pedestal of Eelam
to something which is unified. But
they can argue and I think from their
point of view that they have made all
the concessions so far. Why can’t the
Sinhalese and the Government?

Q: — I think even hardline Sinhalese
have come to ‘realise the need to
devolve powers to those areas, but
the stumbling block appears to be
the merger?

A: — The problem lies in land and
law and order; these are your two

main problems so far as devolution is
concerned. In the land problem why
won’t you at least proclaim a freeze on
state colonisation as something to set
the thing moving. At least that will
not make any difference to the ground
reality, but make a difference to the
future things getting worse. That will
be a gesture, which I'm sure will be
appreciated by the other side. The
main thing is how do you make sure
that the moderate Tamil parties’ voice
is not lost, because they may be moder-
ate in practice and precept and it may
be felt by some people that their
moderation has no base, but I always
felt or known based on talking to
Tamils themselves, that they in fact
represent the silent majority, The
Tamils like the Sinhalese are yearning
for peace in this country and these
people are more representative of the
yearning, though they may not in your
term be representative of the actual
situation on the ground, but they are
representative of inner instincts.

Q: — How far in your opinion, have
we to go in the case of devolving law
enforcement functions?

A: - We can go only by the Indian
experience. This distinction between
the state and the centre is ridiculous.
In any case you too have the same
system Federal or Quasi Federal set
up here, the very fact the civil ser-
vants, meaning the administrative
service, the police service, are allotted
a particular cadre for each state, but
you are all along a Central Govern-
ment employee, though you become a
state government official first as far as
your career is concerned but you are a
representative of the Central Govern-
ment and the central home ministry
looks after your future. So when you
have that type of system prevalent in a
country this fine distinction between
state powers and central powers tends
to erode. The states will control the
law and order through these central
officials. So outsiders will have to be in
charge of the administration in the
state. Therefore if they are im-
plementing state government powers
in law and order or whatever it is, they
are doing it in the capacity also as a
representative of the federal Govern-
ment. I think we have sorted out this
conflict in this manner. If it works out
there, why shouldn’t it work out here.
I'm not saying that there is something
like a perfect system because it is an
imperfect creature. So all the man
made systems are also going to be
somewhat imperfect, but within the
imperfect systems you really have to
think of the best one.

Q: - Will India once again
accommodate Tigers In view of the

ramifications In Tamil Nadu? They
are not totally beaten out in the state.

A: - If there are individuals or
groups in Tamil Nadu who are pro-
LTTE that is their prerogative. You
can’t stop them from being pro-LTTE.

Q: - But they can once again
influence Indian policy?

A: ~ They are not important groups.
We are pretty certain if there were
elections pro-Tiger groups will not
come to power at least in the foresee-
able future. One cannot predict for all
time to come for ever, but certainly for
the foreseeable future. The shock and
the impact of the assassination (of Mr.
Rajiv Gandhi) was very severe in
Tamil Nadu. It is not something that
should be underestimated here. It
duesn't mean that each of the 60
million people of Tamil Nadu feel
equally about it, of course not.

Q: - Don’t you think outside in-
terests exploited the Tamil grle-
vances in Sri Lanka to upset things in
India?

A: ~ Anything is possible. That is
why I say the longer your situation
remains unresolved, the greater the
danger of all that, precisely the point
I'm making. When I said earlier we are
a concerned or an interested party I
had all these things in mind.

Q: - Indla unwisely interfered in Sri
Lanka in the past over the Tamil
issue. Has that policy changed for
good now?

A: — We did not interfere in the
sense you are referring to. But if
expression of worry, concern and all
that is interference, to that extent I
suppose you are right.

Q: - It definitely went beyond ex-
pression of concern and worry. For
example your predecessor here be-
haved like a Viceroy?

A: - It is you all who gave him that
title.

Q: ~ He certainly did not behave
iike a dipiomat In the first place? You
have always to keep to the diplomatic
decorum, but he used fto volice his
opinion publicly here on many Issues
and even publicly contradicted the
Government here. He wouldn't have
done those things without the back-
ing of the Indian Central Government.

A: — I have also been outspoken
here, but why have you not called me
names also.

Q: - You have not been antago-
nistic?

A: — That is a different matter.
Because I suppose the times are diffe-
rent, the circumstances are different,
may be individual styles are different;
no two human individuals are exactly
the same.
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Amnesty International Annual Report 1992
Human Rights Abuses in Sri Lanka

Hundreds of people were extrajudicial-
ly executed and several hundred ‘dis-
appeared’. Torture of detainees was
common. Thousands of people were
detained without trial under emergen-
cy regulations and the Prevention of
Terrorism Act (PTA). The government
took steps to protect those currently in
detention, but failed to account for
thousands who ‘disappeared’ in pre-
vious years.

The armed conflict between govern-
ment-forces and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) continued in
the northeast. In Amparai, Batticaloa
and Trincomalee, government forces
retained control of towns and main
roads, but there was sporadic fighting
in the countryside and tension be-
tween the Tamil, Muslim and
Sinhalese communities of the area
remained high. Fighting in Vavuniya
and elsewhere resulted in heavy
casualties on both sides. Jaffna penin-
sula, controlled by the LTTE, was
intermittently bombed and shelled by
government forces, leading many civi-
lians to flee. The government and the
LTTE both made offers to negotiate
but no negotiations took place. Under
the state of emergency, which re-
mained in force throughout the year,
the security forces were empowered to
arrest and detain people without
charge or trial.

President Ranasinghe Premadasa
prorogued parliament in September
after some members of parliament
sought to impeach him for alleged
abuse of power, corruption and failure
to protect human rights.

The LTTE was responsible for gross
human rights abuses, including tor-
ture and killing of prisoners. It was
believed to be holding about 2,000
prisoners and to have publicly ex-
ecuted more than 30. It was also
responsible for widespread killings, of
Muslim and Sinhalese civilians
amongst others.

The government took several steps
to improve human rights protection. A
Presidential Commission of Inquiry
into the Involuntary Removal of Per-
sons was established in January to
investigate ‘disappearances’ occurring
between 11 January 1991 and 11
January 1992. A Human Rights Task
Force (HRTF) was established in July
to maintain a central register of all
those held under the PTA and
Emergency Regulations, and to moni-
tor their fundamental rights. At the

government’s invitation the United
Nations (UN) Working Group on En-
forced or Involuntary Disappearances
visited Sri Lanka in October.

The military, police and Special
Task Force (STF) police commando
unit were responsible for scores of
extrajudicial executions in the north-
east. The victims included a railway
worker who was detained and shot
dead for no apparent reason by an
army patrol at Siththandikuddy, Bat-
ticaloa district, in June. Other civi-
lians were killed in apparent reprisals
for LTTE attacks on the security
forces. In June, for instance, at least
67 civilians, including women and chil-
dren, were killed when local army
personnel rampaged through the vil-
lages of Mahiladithivu and Mutha-
laikuda after two soldiers had been
killed in a landmine explosion nearby.
The President initiated a commission
of inquiry into the incident but it had
not reported by the end of the year.

The victims of extrajudicial execu-
tions included people who reported
violations by government forces. In
April Mangaleswary Kanthasamy, a
teacher at Tampalakamam, Trinco-
malee district, was shot dead at her
home by soldiers together with her
two-year-old son and elderly parents.
Five days earlier she had complained
to the police about harassment by
soldiers, who had then been punished.
She was apparently killed in retalia-
tion. The soldiers involved were re-
portedly arrested.

In the east of the country suspected
LTTE members were seized, abducted
and killed by men in plain clothes who
were believed to be connected with the
security forces. Victims’ bodies were
left in public places, often in a muti-
lated state. In April a number of
headless bodies were found in Battica-
loa: at least one was accompanied by a
notice claiming responsibility signed
by the ‘Black Cobras’. In Trincomalee
town dozens of abductions were car-
ried out by unidentified men believed
to be associated with the army.

Extrajudicial éxecutions were also
reported from the south, although on a
lesser scale than in previous years.
The victims included three young men
from Dikkapitiya, Welimada, in
Badulla district, two of whom had been
released from detention a few months
earlier. They were reportedly taken
from their homes in October by men
who identified themselves as police

officers. Their bodies were later found
burning in a culvert.

Hundreds of people in the east re-
portedly ‘disappeared’ after being de-
tained by government forces. Many
were feared to have been killed in
custody; others were believed to be
held in incommunicado detention. In
Batticaloa town alone, over 400 people
reportedly ‘disappeared’ between early
January and the end of November.

At least 32 prisoners reportedly ‘dis-
appeared’ in police custody in the
south. Some were said by police to
have escaped or to have been released
— despite official directives that prison-
ers should only be released to relatives
or responsible members of the com-
munity. Nanayakkarage Don Mahin-
da Abeywickrama Gunaratne of
Yatiyana, Matarra district, was seized
on 15 February in Colombo by armed
men reportedly connected with a rul-
ing party politician, then taken to
Gandara police station in Matara dis-
trict. His relatives were not permitted
to see him and he ‘disappeared’. Police
said he was released on 2 April, but
others reported seeing him in police
custody after that date.

Muslim Home Guards and armed
members of Tamil groups opposed to
the LTTE who operated alongside gov-
ernment forces were also held re-
sponsible for ‘disappearances’ and
other violations. Subramaniam
Ketheeswaran ‘disappeared’ after he
was taken from a refugee camp at
Bambalapitiya, Colombo, in Septem-
ber by members of the Eelam People’s
Democratic Party. About 10 days later
he was taken to an army camp in
Batticaloa and questioned about his
involvement with the LTTE. He reap-
peared when he was released un-
charged in November. The authorities
failed to clarify the fate of Kumar-
aguru Kugamoorthy, a Tamil radio
producer and human rights activist
who had ‘disappeared’ in 1990 after
being abducted by an armed group
believed to be connected with the
security forces (see Amnesty Interna-
tionial Report 1991).

Detainees in the northeast were
systematically tortured. Victims were
beaten, stabbed, burned and scalded,
partially buried or had nails driven
through the soles of their feet. Dozens
of people reportedly died as a result,
particularly in the east. In Colombo a
prisoner awaiting trial at New Maga-
zine prison died in January after being
beaten with iron rods by prison staff.
Several inquiries into his death were
announced but their outcome was not
revealed. In June a Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP), People’s Liberation

Continued on page 18
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Front, suspect died after being beaten
with wire, rubber belts and clubs at
Bulathsinhala police station. Four
police officers and a Home Guard wee
subsequently arrested and charged
with causing his death.

Three police officers accused of
murdering Wijedasa Liyanarachchi in
September 1988 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1989 and 1991) were
convicted in March after the charges
against them were reduced to illegal
detention and conspiracy to detain
illegally. They received suspended
sentences and were fined. Little prog-
ress was reported in other cases in-
volving human rights violations by
government forces. In February a
proposal for an independent mquiry
into the killing of Richard de Zoysa
(see Amnesty International Report
1991) was defeated in parliament. In
November one of the police officers
facing trial on charges of murdering 12
prisoners in Nittambuwa, Gampaha
district, in February 1990 (see Amnes-
ty International Report 1991) was kil-
led inside the courtroom by an uniden-
tified gunman. The trial was subse-
quently discontinued.

More than 1,200 fundamental rights
applications were filed in the Supreme
Court by prisoners alleging illegal de-
tention or torture. The court awarded
compensation and ordered the release
of 42 untried detainees whose com-
plaints it upheld. In May a lawyer
representing unfried political de-
tainees held at Boosa detention camp
informed the Supreme Court thal six
of them had ‘disappeared’ since start-
ing their legal action. Lawyers ex-
pressed concern that dozens of other
suspected government opponents re-
mained in detention for months with-
out charge or trial despite Supreme
Court orders for their release.

In late September the government
announced that 5,294 people were
being detained without trial in the
south under the Emergency Regula-
tions or the PTA and a further 1,080 in
the northeast. Those figures did not
include hundreds of LTTE and JVP
suspects taken into custody at army
barracks or police stations. Many of
the prisoners held in the south since
between 1988 and 1990 continued to
be detained for ‘rehabilitation’ under
Emergency Regulations 18A and 10C,
as a result of administrative decisions
against which there is no right of
appeal.

The LTTE was responsible for gross
human rights abuses. Members or
sympathizers of rival Tamil groups
and people suspected of providing in-
formation to government forces were

held captive, particularly in the Jaffna
area, An estimated 2,000 prisoners
were held by the LTTE, including
about 50 reportedly detained solely for
their ‘dissenting’ views. There were
increasing reports from the east of
people being detained for ransom by
the LTTE. Thirty-two Muslim
businessmen similarly detained in
1990 in Jaffna continued to be held,
Prisoners were held incommunicado
and relatives received no information
about their whereabouts. Some of
those held by the LTTE were reported-
ly tortured.

The LTTE also attacked Sinhalese
and Muslim civilians living in or near
the northeast. In June, for example, at
least 11 passengers were deliberately
shot dead by LTTE forces after their
bus was halted by a mine explosion at
Hulanuge, Amparai district. Their
bodies were then put into the bus and
burned. In late August and early
September the decomposed bodies of
police officers, reportedly among
several hundred taken prisoner by the
LTTE in June 1990 (see Amnesty
International Report 1991), were
found in mass graves in Batticaloa
district. In October unofficial sources
reported that the LTTE had publicly
executed at least 32 prisoners in Jaff-
na peninsula. Reportedly bound and
blindfolded, the prisoners were made
to confess to a ‘crime’ and then shot,.
Death threats were reportedly made
against inhabitants of Muslim villages
in the east. Tens of thousands of
members of the Muslim community
fled the northeast during 1990 follow-
ing similar threats by the LTTE (see
Amnesty International Report 1991).

The LTTE was also widely suspected
of responsibility for killings outside the
northeast, including the assassination
in May of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi of India, in Tamil Nadu, India.
The LTTE denied responsibility for his
death.

In January Amnesty International
commented on proposed amendments
to the fundamental rights chapter of
the Constitution. It monitored the
work of the Presidential Commission
of Inquiry into the Involuntary Re-
moval of Persons, which started public
hearings in August. It repeatedly cal-
led on the government to extend the
commission’s mandate to include the
thousands of ‘disappearances’ that
occurred before 11 January 1991, and
made other recommendations to
strengthen its work and that of the
HRTF. Concern was expressed that
people in the northeast and in rural
areas had insufficient access to these
institutions.

Amnesty International requested
information from the Minister of Jus-

tice about investigations into the
death of a prisoner at New Magazine
prison, Colombo, in January. No reply
was received.

Amnesty International also issued
direct appeals to the LTTE in January
for the humane treatment of police
officers held at unknown places in the
Jaffna peninsula; in February to
reiterate appeals for an immediate
halt to killings of civilians and prison-
ers; in August to urge that all LTTE
cadres be instructed to desist from
torturing or killing defenceless people
and to allow the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross regular access
to prisoners; and in November for a
halt to execution-style killings and for
steps to be taken to protect prisoners
from torturc.

In March Amnesty International de-
legates were permitted access to Sri
Lanka for the first time since 1982 to
attend a human rights conference in
Colombo. The delegates met govern-
ment officials to discuss future access
and steps being taken by the govern-
ment to improve human rights. An
Amnesty International delegation vi-
sited Sri Lanka in June to discuss
human rights with government offi-
cials, local human rights activists and
others.

In September Amnesty Internation-
al published a major report, Sri Lanka
— The Northeast. Human rights viola-
tions in a context of armed conflict,
documenting its concerns since June
1990. In December the government
announced that it would bring into
effect 30 of the 32 recommendations
made in the report, including initiat-
ing independent investigations into
human rights violations and guaran-
teeing prompt access to lawyers and
relatives to all detainees. The two
recommendations not included were
the extension of the mandate of the
Presidential Commission of Inquiry
into the Involuntary Removal of Per-
sons to include ‘disappearances’ that
occurred prior to 11 January 1991, and
the repeal of the Indemnity (Amend-
ment) Act (see Amnesty International
Report 1989). In November the LTTE
wrote to Amnesty International but
did not respond to any of the allega-
tions of human rights abuses by the
LTTE documented in the report,

In oral statements to the UN Com-
mission on Human Rights in February
and to its Sub-Commission on Preven-
tion of Discrimination and Protection
of Minorities in August, Amnesty In-
ternational expressed grave concern
about continued ‘disappearances’ and
extrajudicial executions and the high
degree of impunity with which the
security forces were able to operate.
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BOOK REVIEW

The right to disagree

Religion and Political Conflict in
South Asia India, Pakistan, and
Sri Lanka.

Edited by Douglas Allen
Contribution to the Study of

Religion, Number 34.

One of the most dramatic and surpris-
ing developments of the last twenty
years was the proliferation of aggres-
give political movements linked to reli-
gion. This book examines the interplay
of religion and politics in predominant-
ly Hindu India, Islamic Pakistan, and
Buddhist Sri Lanka. This collection of
Studies by internationally known
scholars challenges traditional
stereotypes and interpretations of
South Asian religion and politics and
provides a multi-disciplinary perspec-
tive on contemporary conflicts. While
the focus of the work is on Pakistan,
India, and Sri Lanka, the arguments
advanced by the authors are useful for
understanding recent developments in
religion and politics around the world.

An informative introduction over-
views the link between religion and

Continued from page 6

sed. The Indian government is in-
terfering unnecessarily in the Tamils’
struggle for freedom. There is great
pain and anger in the minds of the
Tamil people, and this incident has
caused considerable damage’ for the
relations between India and the LTTE.

The unexpected demise of Kittu and
9 other LTTE senior military men
along with the cargo vessel reportedly
carrying a large quantity of weapons
has no doubt been enthusiastically
welcomed by the Sri Lankan military
establishment which itself lost many
of its top officers in the recent past in
its war against the LTTE, Sri Lankan
army commander Lt. Gen. Hamilton
Wanasinghe said that he was ‘ex-
tremely grateful’ to the Indian author-
ities. He said, M.V. Ahat was bringing
weaponry to fight the security forces.
Now thanks to the Indians, all that
has gone to the bottom of the Indian
Ocean’.

Dismissing the claim that Kittu was
bringing a peace formula backed by an
undisclosed western country, a Sri
Lankan government spokesman said,
‘We have never heard of bringing
peace plans together with huge quan-
tities of arms. This is another instance
of LTTE double talk’.

political conflict in South Asia and
offers a framework and synopsis of the
chapters that follow. These are
grouped into three parts by national-
ity. The chapters on India examine
recent elections and the growth of

militant Hinduism, the impact of caste
relations on socio-economic conditions,
and the problems of Muslims as the
largest religious minority in India. The
chapters on Pakistan explore how poli-
tical and economic changes led to the
rise of Islamic fundamentalism; the
historical relationship among gender,
nationalism, and the Islamic nation.
The chapters on Sri Lanka explain the
role of Buddhist myth in justifying
political oppression, the conflict be-
tween the ideal of Buddhist pacifism
and the reality of political violence,
and the impact of race, class, and
gender on political conflict. Political
scientists, historians, and religion

scholars will find this study a timely
and valuable addition to their lib-
raries.

Douglas Allen is Professor of Phi-
losophy, at the University of Maine at
Orono. A former Fulbright Instructor
at Banaras Hindu University, his in-
terests include Eastern philosophy and
the phenomenology of religion. He has
authored several books on Mircea
Eliade (Structure and Creativity in
Religion, Mircea Eliade: An Anno-
tated Bibliography with Dennis
Doeing, and Mircea Eliade et le phe-
nomene religieuxr) and has co-edited
with Ngo Vinh Long, Coming lo
Terms: Indochina, the United States,
and the War.

Orders: Westport Publications,
Ltd.,, 3 Henrietta Street, London
WC2E 8LU, England. Toppan Com-
pany, Box 22, Jurong Town Post
Office, Jurong, Singapore.

Continued from page 9

events that, according to Mr. Utkan,
changed the whole environment of the
camp. Since then Tamil Tiger flags fly
in the camp premises, they hold de-
monstrations and openly display arms
and ammunition, says Mr. Utkan. The
rebels have also opened a library and
armed cadres, Mr. Utkan alleges, are
all over the place.

Two UNHCR officials who took up
the issue with the rebel leadership in
Jaffna recently were told, that Madhu
was never declared a neutral zone. It
was only the Jaffna hospital premises,
under the administration of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), which the rebels have
accepted as being a neutral zone.

The declaring of the hospital as a
neutral zone followed the bombings of
the Jaffna teaching hospital in 1990
during the bloody battle for control of
the Jaffna Fort.

Although there were no written
agreements regarding the Madhu
camp, Mr. Utkan's predecessor, Bill
Clarence, in a note dated November
1990 wrote, ‘there are no written
agreements from either the Tigers or
the Sri Lankan government as to the
status or security of the UNHCR cen-
tres.

Both parties have, however express-
ed their intention not to violate the
ORCs and there is tacit understanding
with both parties that cadres carrying
arms should not enter the ORCs.
There is implicit acceptance of the
OCRs as neutral areas in which huma-
nitarian relief can be provided by
international agencies and NGOs’.

Mr. Utkan feels that UNHCR could
unwittingly jeopardiese its mandate of
impartiality, and appear to have taken
sides if it turns a blind eye to the
goings-on at Madhu.

‘When the military opened a camp in
Cheddikulam close to the demarcation
line we prevailed upon them to remove
it’ says Mr. Utkan.

‘We have to weigh our optios care-
fully without compromising our credi-
bility’. Mr. Utkan however hopes that
UNHCR will not be faced with a
situation where it will not be able to
operate.

In the early months of 1990 when
Deputy Defence Minister Ranjan Wi-
jeratne wanted the refugees from
Madhu moved to the south, since they
were in what he described as a war
zone and could easily become victims
of the crossfire syndrome, there was a
howl of protests from the international
community, and the idea was aban-
doned.

The refugees themselves did not
want to be shifted into a camp in the
south, inspite of being assured that
they would be under UNHCR protec-
tion.

The Open Relief Centre at Madhu
has been a safe haven for the refugees,
mainly from the north. There are no
indiscriminate arrests and no military
operations in the area. It was a kind of
‘gentlemen’s agreement’ between the
two sides, the military and the rebels,
that Madhu will not be interfered
with.

Now however the scenario has
changed. And not only UNCHR but
other international NGOs too have

Continued on page 25

OLIIID



20 TAMIL TIMES

www.padippakam.com

15 FEBRUARY 1993

SLFP Tamil MP Rejects ‘Srinivasan Proposals’

SLFP nationalist MP and former Sup-
reme Court Judge, T.W. Rajaratnam
has declared firm support for the mer-
ger of the North-East and rejected the
Srinivasan plan as a ‘paper rose’.

Mr. Rajaratnam, who is also a mem-
ber of the Parliamentary Select Com-
mittee on the ethnic conflict said in an
interview that he represented minor-
ity interests, and thus supported the
merger, while the SLFP as a whole
sought a de-merger.

‘T also do not support the Srinivasan
plan because the original plan has
been chopped and changed beyond
recognition. I also do not support a
federal form of government on the
Indian pattern, becanse in the quasi-
federal Indian system, the centre can
dismiss governments in the states, Mr.
Rajaratnam said,

Referring to Minister A.C.S.
Hameed’s claim that federalism could
be called by any other name Jjust as a
rose is a rose by any other name, Mr.
Rajaratnam said the Srinivasan plan
was a paper rose, mutilated and cut.

‘When S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike
mentioned Federalism in the 1920s as

a liberal intellectual, we should have
adopted it then, even though there
were political constraints’, the
nationalist MP said.

Asked why he supports a merger,
Mr. Rajaratnam said: ‘The North and
East are traditionally Tamil lands.
This has been true at least for the past
hundred years. In the riots of 1958,
1977 and 1983, where did the Tamil
people go? To the North and East.
They also went to South India because
of the language and cultural affinities,
The two Republican constitutions of
1972 and 1978 did recognise the ling-
uistic bond of the two provinces. The
13th amendment also recognised a
conditional merger, So, a merger must
stand”.

He said the Sinhalese and Muslims
in the two provinces could hold and
buy land, but state colonisation should
not be allowed. All the rights of the
Sinhala and Muslims in the two pro-
vinces should be protected.

Outlining the solution he foresaw,
Mr. Rajaratnam said there should be a
ceasefire before any talks began.

‘All demands are negotiable but the

Refugee Family

Barely two days after Norwegian
Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundt-
land called upon the nation to rise
against violence towards foreigners by
extreme racist elements all over
Europe, a gang of armed criminals
attacked a Sri Lankan Tamil refugee
family in Hareid causing considerable
physical injury and damage to their
property.

The victim, Mylvaganam Balasing-
ham (33), living in Hareid, an island
north west of Norway, and his wife
Sarojadevi (26) were harassed and
assaulted in the presence of their two
children, Ranjana (6) and Narmada (1)
by a gang of three masked men, who
police claimed to be a group of ‘alcoho-
lics’.

The gangsters according to informed
sources, had stormed the house
smashing the front door before they
manhandled the family. “They cut off
the telephone, smashed my pusheyecle,
and then beat me up until I fell,
bleeding’, Balasingham alleged in his
evidence to Police.

The incident covered prominently by
media prompted Police to arrest four
men in their twenties, one of them, a
former colleague at Balasingham’s
workplace. The suspects, now under
temporary custody are to be produced
before the magistrate soon, the
sources said.

in Norway Attacked

Following the incident, irate Norwe-
gians in that township held a protest
march bearing torch lights, and ex-
pressing solidarity with the affected
family. In addition a large number of
Norwegians in the vicinity had re-
portedly visited the Balasingham’s
and tendered their sympathy after
shifting the family to a betier apart-
ment.

Erling Aasid, Consultant for re-
fugees in the island in question has
ruled out any racist motive involved in
the whole episode. “This gang of
drunkards has been terrorising the
area for quite some time. They have
threatened some Norwegians living
there too. Citizens in our commune are
not any more racist than any other
place in Norway’ she was quoted as
saying.

Meanwhile Annetie Thommessen,
General Secretary of the Norwegian
Organisation for Asylum Seekers
(NOAS) in a comment to the media
appealed to the authorities to take the
matter very seriously and act accor-
dingly as these youths had shown
their brutality towards a refugee fami-
ly with iron-bars ete. It was not, many
years ago, some in the area had disco-
vered Klu Klux Klan symbols on the
houses where refugees were housed’
she was quoted as saying,

government must first declare a ¢cease-
fire. That is imperative. As Mr.
Thondaman has said, one cannot find
a solution without a dialogue with the
LTTE, and how can there be a dia-
logue when a war is on with them’, he
asked.

Commenting on the widespread be-
lief that the LTTE could not be trusted
after the betrayal at the Hilton talks,
Mr. Rajaratnam said, there were
wrongs on both sides and both sides
had to be blamed. ‘The government too
dragged its feet. It promised to repeal
the Sixth Amendment and did not,
saying there was no two thirds major-
ity. One has to come to terms with the
LTTE and speak to it. if a solution is to
be found.

Bishop Pleads for Peace

Anglican Bishop Kenneth Fernando
has appealed to the government and
the leaders of the Tamil people to
explore every possibility of ending the
bloodshed and restoring justice and
peace through negotiation.

He told the special session of the
Diocegan Council on 21 January, in
Colombo: ‘Many persons of goodwill
which include the Christian commun-
ity not only in Shri Lanka but in
foreign lands as well, stand ready to
assist our government in any way in
the fulfilment of this task’.

He appealed to men of all religions,
to men of goodwill who value Jjustice
and love peace to come together to end
the ethnic conflict and restore peace in
the country.

He told the session of his extended
visit to the north and of his meeting
with the leaders of the LTTE and said
he had made the details of his discus-
sion public,

‘We have also given details of the
conversation to high officials and
members of the diplomatic community
who called on me’, he said.

The bishop said the people of the
North and the South should realise
that the ethnic conflict could not be
solved militarily. Negotiations were
the only way to justice and lasting
peace,

T am firmly convinced that the
entire Christian community in our
country endorses that view and I plead
with our government. and the leaders
of the Tamil people to explore every
possibility of ending the terrible blood-
shed that we experience in our country
and to restore justice for all and peace
in our land’, the bishop said.

He also prayed to God to heed his
prayer and grant that appeal.

He said the lives of the people of
Jaffna should be made more tolerable.
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New Proposals by Tamil MP

Jaffna District MP, Krishnapillai Sri-
nivasan, whose proposals have formed
the basis for the Select Committee
formula on the ethnic crisis has now
called for the official renaming of the
country as the Federal Democratic
Republic of Sri Lanka.

This he says is an essential factor for
federalism without a merger of the
North-East.

In a letter to President Premadasa,
Mr. Srinivasan has also outlined
essential conditions in support of the
proposals for federalism with de-
merger.

He has appealed that communalism
should be abolished and its practice in
any form be forbidden. Any one who
imposes any disability arising out of
communalism should be liable to
punishment.

He proposes a Constitutional change
to make Sri Lanka a Federal Democra-
tic Republic and a union of states.

Mr. Srinivasan says, there must be
both a national police and a state
police.

The state police will be a separate

police division with the L.G.P. as the
head.

He proposes that Central Govern-
ment land in the state units should
vest in the State Unit which would
administer, control and utilise Central
Government lands within the state
unit. Central Government land within
the state unit required for national
projects should be used in collabora-
tion with state units. State Govern-
ments should have authority to estab-
lish state land commissions.

Among other points in the new
Srinivasan proposals are: The territo-
rial limits of the state units once
established should not be altered with-
out their consent.

The Central Government should not
discriminate against any citizen on the
grounds of religion, race, caste, sex
and place of birth.

The constitutional right to equality
of opportunity and employment in
public offices should be guaranteed.

No bill or resolution affecting any
minorities should be passed unless a
majority of members in parliament

Sri Lanka’s Trade Gap Widens

Sri Lanka’s Balance of Trade deficit
has increased to Rs. 32,925 million in
the first nine months of last year over
the preceding year’s deficit of Rs.
26,192 over the same period.

According to latest export/import
data available for last year the first
nine months saw the country export-
ing goods worth Rs. 73,177 million as
against imports of Rs. 106,102 million.
The corresponding figures for 1991
were exports Rs. 61,685 million and
imports Rs. 87,877 million.

During this period the imports have
grown by Rs. 18,225 million, while the
export increase amounted to Rs.
11,492 million.

Among the exports, textiles and
garments had shown the biggest in-
creases during January to September
1992 rising to Rs. 32,781 million from
Rs. 24,716 million in the correspond-
ing period of the previous year, an
increase of Rs. 8,065 million.

The total industrial exports (includ-
ing garments or textiles) in this period
amounted to Rs. 48,262 million from
Rs. 36,398 in the preceding year’s
corresponding period, an increase of
Rs. 11,870 million.

It must be noted that the remark-
able growth in textile and garment
exports had been achieved without the

government launched 200 garment
factory programme for the rural areas,
as nearly all such factories have been
coming into operation since then.

The notable disappointment in the
export sector during this period had
been tea earnings declining to Rs.
10,132 million from Rs. 13,452 million
in the first nine months of 1991, a drop
of Rs. 3320 million.

The poor performance of tea had
contributed to an overall slight decline
in total agricultural exports in the
same period to Rs. 19,175 million from
Rs. 19,889 million.

In the first nine months of 1992
rubber exports had grown to Rs. 2247
million from Rs. 1956 million, coconut
to Rs. 2847 million from Rs. 1872
million and other agricultural exports
to Rs. 8,347 million from Rs. 2,600
million.

Among the imports, during this
period, intermediate goods like wheat,
petroleum and fertilizer had shown the
biggest increase registering Rs. 53,268
million from Rs. 43,994 million in the
first nine months of 1991. The second
biggest import item had been invest-
ment goods amounting to Rs. 26,279
million from Rs. 20,754 million, while
the consumer goods imports have risen
to Rs. 26,461 million from Rs. 23,051
million.

belonging to that minority agree to
such a bill or resolution.

There should be an elected assembly
for each state. The legislative power of
the state should vest in the state
assembly. The state assembly shall
have power to levy taxes. There should
be a High Court for each state. The
High Court would be the court of
appeal for other courts in the state.

Mr. Srinivasan has proposed the
following powers for the federal states:

Police and internal law and order,
land and all its uses, education (includ-
ing university and technical educa-
tion), archaeology, culture, fisheries,
industries, local government, excise,
agriculture, irrigation, agrarian ser-
vices, health, prisons and reformator-
ies, state transport and roads, co-
operative development, language and
labour.

Muslims Urge Release
of LTTE Captives

The Muslim Information Centre (MIC)
warmly welcomes and hails the peace
initiatives taken by the Rt. Rev. Ken-
neth Fernando, the Anglican Bishop of
Colombo, whose visit to Jaffna earlier
this week will go down in the annals of
Sri Lanka’s current history as an
extremely important one. MIC hopes
that the Bishop’s initiatives will lead
to a situation whereby the prolonging
war and meaningless bloodshed would
be brought to an end and a political
solution, acceptable to all sections of
the people, would be found to the
ethnic erisis, Chairman of MIC, Al Haj
Abdul Ameer states in a Press release.

Unfortunately, it is the non-
combatant civilians in the Northern
and Eastern provinces — Muslim,
Tamil and Sinhala — who have to
undergo untold hardships and suffer
due to this never-ending war.

While welcoming the release of the
two Policemen by the LTTE, MIC, as
the Muslim human rights body, urges
LTTE leader V. Prabhakaran to set
free 38 Muslim civilians still held
incommunicado by the LTTE in the
North. They are in LTTE’s custody for
well over two years. Appeals by inter-
national bodies such as the Lond~~
based Amnesty International in this
respect have failed to evoke any posi-
tive response from the LTTE lead-
ership. Only 12 Muslim hostages were
unconditionally released by the LTTE
on 9 March 1992 upon the interven-
tion by the Amnesty International at
the request of MIC.

Several other Muslim hostages were
set free after they met the conditions
of the LTTE.
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Moves to Open Safe Passage to and from Jaffna

The government is looking at three
areas — providing a safe passage across
the lagoon, moving food supplies along
KKS — Jaffna road and removing
non-strategic items from the banned
list — to help ease the sufferings of
Jaffna citizens, Mr. Bradman Weera-
koon, Presidential Advisor for Interna-
tional Affairs said on 28 J anuary.

He told the weekly press briefing in
Colombo that the government was
exploring the possibility of opening the
Kerativu-Sangupiddy route for civi-
lian traffic as an alternative safe route
to and from Jaffna.

‘We are working with the UNHCR
(United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees) aboul opening the San-
gupiddy route ... It's the outcome of
UNHCR initiative’, Mr. Weerakoon
said.

He said the government had opened
the Elephant Pass road for civilian
traffic but the LTTE is preventing the
people from using it. The liberation of
Pooneryn and the establishment of an
army camp there had closed the San-
gupiddy route, which had been de-
clared a no-go zone.

‘The LTTE had asked for the remov-
al of the Pooneryn army camp as a
condition for the reopening of the
Sangupiddy road. The army will not be
withdrawn’, Mr. Weerakoon said.

The discussion with the UNHCR is
about a monitoring process which
would prevent LTTE cadres using the
causeway to transport men and mate-
rial. Outside the causeway area, in
Pooneryn, the army will establish a
check point, Mr. Weerakoon said.

He said the government and the
army are concerned about the welfare
of the people living in Jaffna. Requests
also have come from the people of
Jaffna and the Bishop of Jaffna for the
opening of a safe passage for the
citizens to travel.

Mr. Weerakoon said the Interna-
tional Committee for Red Cross
(ICRC) is having discussions with the
government and the LTTE about
transporting food supplies to Jaffna
along the KKS road. Now, food ships
are unloaded at Point Pedro and sent
along Point Pedro road. KKS harbour
has better facilities for the unloading
of ships.

‘There is also a request to take off
the non-strategic items from the ban-
ned list. There are 43 items in the
banned list. We will look to see what
items can be taken off that list’, Mr.
Weerakoon said.

‘Were these the result of Bishop’s
visit’, Mr. Weerakoon was asked.

He said: ‘No. There is no connection.
We have been looking at them even
before his visit’.

Meanwhile an army Press release
stated that there has been a great deal
of misunderstanding about the move-
ment of civilians to and from the
Jaffna peninsula. The Security Forces
have a responsibility to safeguard the
welfare of all its citizens wherever
they live in this island of Sri Lanka.

The Security Forces with great con-
cern for the interest of people living in
the Jaffna peninsula permitted the
free movement of people to and from
the peninsula to the mainland even
across the Jaffna lagoon. This is de-
spite the Seenrity Forces being awarc
that the route across the lagoon was
being used by the LTTE to infiltrate
into the mainland more LTTE cadres,
arms, explosives and ammunition etc
as well as obtaining revenue by taxing
the people who wanted to move across
the lagoon into the mainland.

‘However, it was clear to any obser-
ver that the LTTE was ruthlessly
exploiting this situation. The LTTE
was confident that the Security Forces
would continue to keep this channel
open even at the expense of
tremendous military and strategic dis-
advantages to the Security Forces.
The Government was therefore com-
pelled to promulgate the Gazette Ex-
traordinary No. 736/17 dated Friday,

16 October 1992 to make the Jaffna
lagoon a ‘Prohibited Zone’.

However, the Elephant Pass route
which was kept open to the public by
the Security Forces was blocked and
mined by the LTTE In their desire to
seal off the Jaffna peninsula from any
contact with the mainland. The LTTE
also exploited this situation to charge
exorbitant rates for passengers
travelling in their boats whilst at the
same time using passengers as a hu-
man shield, lay mines in the lagoon
and to attack Sri Lanka Naval boats
patrolling the Jaffna lagoon.

With the intention of halting the
flow of L'I'TE cadres, arms, explosives
etc., but allowing the people safe pas-
sage across the lagoon, the Security
Furces have decided to provide an
alternative route other Lhun the
Elephant Pass route for the civilians
which the LTTE would not be able to
exploit. In consequence of this decision
to consider the possibility of an alter-
nate route via Sangupiddy, the army
is seeking the assistance and the co-
operation of UNHCR/ICRC organisa-
tions in the country to provide a safe
and convenient alternative route for
the civilians to move to and from the
Jaffna peninsula. The main aim of the
Security Forces is to reduce the
hardships suffered by the people of
Jaffna who are now virtually being
held captive in the Jaffna peninsula
unable to leave without authority and
payment to the LTTE.

Two MPs File Action Against Police

Mr. Mahinda Rajapakse, S.L.F.P. MP
for Hambantota District has filed a
Fundamental Rights application chal-
lenging his arrest, and detention by the
Chief Inspector B.P.D. Kurunaratne,
of Slave Island police station on
10.12.92, at Slave Island.

He has said that the date of his
arrest was the International Human
Rights Day, and he along with Mr.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, MP con-
ducted a meeting in the Temple pre-
mises of Slave Island, to mark the
International Human Rights Day. Af-
ter the meeting commenced Inspector
Karunaratne arrived with some const.-
ables abused him (Mr. Rajapakse) and
Mr. Nanayakkara and shot tear gas at
the people, who had assembled. The
Inspector, with some constables
abused the erowd in filth and chased
them away. Later the Inspector baton
charged him and even threatened to
shoot and break the heads of both him
and Mr. Nanayakkara if they did not
abandon the meeting.

The petition went on to say when,
the petitioner and Mr. Vasudeva

Nanayakkara, protested at the unfair
conduct of the police, both MPs were
arrested, without being told why,
taken to the police station at Slave
Island, and detained. Both of them
were released an hour later after re-
cording a statement from them, as
ordered by S.S.P. Mr. Ronnie Gune-
singhe. Meanwhile Mr. Anura Ban-
daranaike had telephoned the Speak-
er, and protested at the arrest and
detention.

The petitioner has moved Court for
a declaration that of violation of his
Fundamental Rights on grounds of
being subjected to degrading treat-
ment, illegal arrest and detention, in
violation of Articles (11), 13 (1), 13 (2),
of the Constitution of Sri Lanka.

Mr. Vasudeva Nanayakkara,
N.S.8.P. MP too, has filed a similar
application.

The respondents in both the applica-
tions are Chief Inspector Karunaratne
of the Slave Island police station, the
LG.P. and the Attorney General.

The applications will be supported in
Court on 12.1.93.
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NEWS ROUND-UP

@ PARLIAMENTARY SELECT COM-
MITTEE: In a recent interview, Presi-
dent of the Ceylon Workers Congress
and Cabinet Minister, S. Thondaman
said that the Committee was set up to
find ways and means of solving the
ethnic problem, but its proceeding
appeared to him to be aimed at dis-
rupting and side-tracking it from find-
ing a solution. From the very incep-
tion, the parties of the majority com-
munity were united and keen on de-
merger of the North and East rather
than finding a solution.

The main reason for his dissatisfac-
tion with the Select Committee was
that it was working on the basis of
sidelining the Indo-Sri Lanka Agree-
ment. The chauvinist elements who
were working towards this end could
pose a danger of denying the status of
Official Language to the Tamil lan-
guage accorded under the Agreement.
As a Tamil he felt that the best way of
registering his strong protest against
the de-merger was to resign from the
Committee, Mr. Thondaman said.

He posed the question as to how

confidence could be placed on com-
munal forces and parties that do not
want to honour an agreement entered
into between two countries and want
to abrogate it unilaterally. The stand
taken by him on this issue would not in
any way affect his position in and
relationship with the government.
Even in the past there had been
several instances when he, in his
capacity as President of the CWC, had
differences of opinion with the ruling
party.
@ POLICE ATTACK JOURNALISTS:
Policemen, armed with automatic
weapons, manhandled and aimed their
weapons at journalists and press
photographers covering a student pro-
test close to the Institute of Indigenous
Medicine at Rajagiriya about 6 miles
off Colombo on 22 December. There
were at least a dozen local and interna-
tional media personnel when the police
closed in, and when the pressmen tried
to explain their right to cover such an
event, some policemen turned abusive.
Journalists were warned by the police
to keep away and not to take photo-
graphs of the protesting students.

The students had held a sit-in pro-
test along the road leading to the
parliament against alleged discrimina-
tion of the Institute of Indigenous
Medicine, a faculty of the Colombo
University. Armed police had arrived
when the students and their suppor-
ters numbering about 800 were about
to end their protest. They came to
break up the student protest, but

when they spotted journalists trying to
take photographs, the policemen be-
came angry and turned their attention
on the pressmen, said a local journalist
who was at the scene.

@ EASTERN UNIVERSITY: The Brit-
ish High Commission had allocated
funds for the development of the East-
ern University in Sri Lanka. During
his recent visit to Batticaloa, the Brit-
ish High Commissioner told the Gov-
ernment Agent that the government
had told him that the ground situation
in the area was not conducive to
restore civil administration and to
undertake developmental work to the
University. However, the Government
Agent informed the High Commission-
er that there was no problem in de-
veloping the University, and that re-
habilitation work could be undertaken
in army controlled areas. The High
Commissioner is reported to have said
that he would take up the matter with
the government in Colombo.

@ PLIGHT OF REFUGEES: 1370 fami-
lies who fled from 13 villages in the
eastern Amparai district in July 1990
took refuge at Vipulananda Maha
Vidiyalayam. Some of these families
had been resettled. But of the 265
families who continue to live in the
camp, 150 families have been denied
relief assistance from Social Service or
other Non-Governmental organisa-
tions for the reason that they are
considered as members of the families
of government or state corporation
employees. For the last six months,
these refugees have not been receiving
assistance other than the small
amount provided by the government.
450 children below the age of 3 are
without milk.

® MECHANIC KILLED: A forty-year-
old mechanic, identified as Navam
alias Rex, from Gurunagar in the
Jaffna peninsula was hacked to death
recently following an argument with
Tiger cadres when Rex went to the
camp with a view to obtaining a ‘visa'
to travel to Colombo. His body was
released to his wife Jacintha after
geven days with instructions to bury
the body without delay.

@ RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES:
The Ministry of Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction has announced that
the Defence Ministry had sanctioned
the resettlement of Tamil refugees
who returned from India in areas
which did not come under the control
of the security forces in the districts of
Vavuniya, Mannar and Trincomalee.
Nearly 7,600 refugees who returned
from India are still languishing in the
refugee camps in these areas. It is
further reported that the refugees
would not be forcibly sent to their

original places of residence, and only
those who expressed their willingness
would be sent to those places.

@ GOVT. AGENT KILLED: Six per-
sons, including the Additional Govern-
ment Agent of Batticaloa, Mr. Y.
Ahamed, Assistant Govt. Agent, an
Attorney-at-Law, were killed on 26
December at Valaichchenai when the
jeep in which they travelled hit a
Jandmine which reportedly was set for
a military vehicle which had gone
along the same road just five minutes
earlier.

Muslim Religious and Cultural
Affairs Minister, Mr. A.H.M. Azwer
expressing shock and distress at the
tragic death of Mr. Ahamed said that
he was a distinguished scholar and
artiste among Muslims and had contri-
buted a great deal for education and
literature. “This is another instance of
the LTTE’s attempt to annihilate the
educated, capable and talented Mus-
lims. This should be condemned by all
peace loving people’.

Meanwhile, a former leading figure
of the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress,
Segu Issadeen, accused the SLMC
leader Mr. M.H.M. Ashraff of inciting
the LTTE to butcher innocent Mus-
lims by his rhetoric about a bogus
Jihad. The SLMC has called upon the
government to appoint a commission
of inquiry to investigate the killings.
® FUNDS ALLOCATED TO COL-
LEGE: The Jaffna district M.P.,, K.
Navaratnam, has allocated Rs. 1.6
million for the construction of a two
storey building for the Matale Hindu
College. The first phase of the prog-
yamme is now in progress with an
initial allocation of Rs. 850,000.

® CIRCULARS IN TAMIL RE-
QUESTED: Tamil school principals
and head teachers have complained
that all circulars and letters sent to
them were in the Sinhala language
which they could not read or under-
stand. Despite several reminders,
their request to the Department to
gend these documents in the Tamil
language has not been successful.
Education offices at Ruwanwella and
Dehiowitta in south Sri Lanka do not
correspond with Tamil heads of school
as there are not officers proficient in
Tamil.

@® SHOOTING AT POLITICAL MEET-
ING: One person was killed and 8
others injured when shooting broke
out following a clash betgween rival
political supporters at a meeting to
have been addressed by the former
Minister of Finance, Ronnie de Mel at
Bulathsinhala on 27 December. The
clash occurred between the supporters
of Mr. de Mel and the UNP Member of

Continued on page 24
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Parliament, Mr. Sarath Ranawaka,
and it was alleged that UNP suppor-
ters sought to disrupt the meeting.

Mr. de Mel later in a statement
alleged that the shot fired was in.
tended to kill him. He said that when
he was at the home of Mr. Kithsiri
Ranawaka, the UNP MP's brother,
when shots were fired into the house,
and bullets penetrated an outer wall
and hit an inner wall about two feet
above his head. He had gone into the
house after being advised by the police
not fo go to the venue of meeting
arranged to weleome him as a clash
had already occurred.

He said that this was not the first
time that an attempt on his life had
been made. There were three such
attempts at Badulla, Ratmalana and
Horana before he left the country, Two
of these were when he was participat-
ing in political railies, while the third
was at a religious meeting at a temple.
T had to hide in the priest's quarters,
protected by some 30 Buddhist priests,
to escape the assassins, My house at
Devinuwara was burned down to the
ground and my house at Geekiyana-
kande was attacked and ransacked.
My daughter's house at Kotte was
attacked and partially destroyed’. Ab-
out the latest incident, he complained
that there had been attempts to dis-
rupt the meeting and that a group of
persons headed by a local politician
had been cutting down green flags put
up to welcome him at Bulathsinhala
and substituting them with black
flags,

@ FUNDS FOR RESETTLEMENT: The
United Nations High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR) has received $3.8
million (Rs. 174.8 million) from Au-
stralia, Canada, France, Netherlands,
Sweden, Switzerland, UK, USA, the
Vatican and Italy for the rehabilita-
tion and resettlement of refugees in
North-East Sri Lanka. In addition to
these funds, Japan has pledged
#500,000 (Rs. 20.3 million), and Nor-
way two million Kroner next year for
this programme. The Rehabilitation
Ministry said that these funds would
be used by the UNHCR for the welfare
of refugees with emphasis on their
resettlement and rehabilitation.

® KOBBEKADUWA’S DEATH: A
Commonwealth Commission is to in-
vestigate into the circumstances that
led to the death of Lt. General Denzil
Kobbekaduwa and 9 other senior
military officers at Arali Point, Kayts,
in northern Sri Lanka on 8 August
last year. Although the LTTE claimed
responsibility for the killings, because
of doubts circulated within army and
political circles, Mrs. Kobbekaduwa

had called for an international com-
mission of inquiry. President Pre-
madasa wrote to her asking her to
nominate the institution or persons
who could conduct such an inquiry. In
response she had asked for a Common-
wealth Commission, following discus-
sions with the Attorney General. The
Secretary to the President, Mr, K.H.J.
Wijedasa, has now written to the Com-
monwealth Secretary General T.G.
Ariyoke requesting him to nominate
the Commissioners,

® CANADIAN GRANT: A Canadian
grant is to fund the expenses of filing
60 Habeas Corpus applications in the
Court of Appeal by the Legal Aid
Centre of the Bar Association. These
60 applicants would be filed on behalf
of some persons who had reportedly
‘disappeared’ during 1989, 1990 and
1991. They are some among the sever-
al thousands of persons who had ‘dis-
appeared’ during these years in re-
spect of which complaints had been
received from relatives by the Bar
Association.

® PROTEST AGAINST LAND PER-
MITS: Tamil MPs have jointly pro-
tested to President Premadasa against
the granting of land permits to alleged
encroachers on state lands and temple
lands in the Trincomalee district in
eastern Sri Lanka. ‘At a time when the
land question remains a contentious
issue before the Parliamentary Select
Committee, and its report is still pend-
ing, arbitrary and hasty policy deci-
sions on matters pertaining to land,
particularly in the North-East, goes
contrary to the spirit of consensus and
confidence-building,

‘We are distressed over reports that
encroachers on state lands as well as
temple lands in Trincomalee district
are to be issued land permits and their
encroachments regularised. The areag
identified for this purpose are residen-
tial areas in Uppuveli and agricultural
temple lands in parts of Muttur and
Thabalagamam, The regularisation of
encroachments, with the intention of
benefiting a particular community to
the detriment of another is unaccept-
able. This problem also assumes
another dimension if the policy deci-
sion is aimed at changing the ethnic
ratio or breaking the contiguity of
Tamil areas in the North-East. We
earnestly request your intervention in
this matter and to rescind any deci-
sions pertaining to this’, the MPs told
the President in their protest memor-
andum’,

@ CIVILIAN KILLINGS: Among the
fifty or so Tamil civilians killed on 2
January when security forces attacked
boats carrying passengers from the
Jaffna peninsula to the mainland
across the Jaffna lagoon at Kilali

point, there were many government
employees including the District
Medical Officer of Kilinochchi, My, N.
Sathiyaseelan, and District Education
Officer, Mr. A. Thiyagarajah. Tamil
Members of Parliament belonging to
the TULF and EPRLF have called
upon President Premadasa to appoint
a judicial commission of inquiry into
the killings,

® ARRESTS IN TAMIL NADU: A news
report datelined 9 January stated that
seven persons, including one ‘Chan-
dran’ identified as a ‘bomb expert’ with
alleged connections with the LTTE
had been arrested by the Tamil Nadu
police. The police had been on the look
out for Chandran in connection with
several bomb explosions in Madras,
and he was arrested when he was
loitering near Lhe Egmore City Rail-
way Station.

® SEVEN POLICEMEN KILLED:
Seven policemen, including the officer-
in-charge, were killed in a LTTE
attack on the Asikulam police station
in the Vavuniya district on 13 Janu-
ary. In another incident on the same
day, two LTTE cadres identified as
Kavidas and Padman were killed by
Special Task Force personnel at
Vinayagapuram off Thirukovil in the
Batticaloa district,

® DANISH DELEGATION: A delega-
tion from Denmark visited Sri Lanka
recently to assess the progress of the
human rights situation in the island.
When the Danish team visited eastern
Sri Lanka, the Batticaloa Peace Com-
mittee urged the team to take
appropriate steps to obtain informa-
tion about 168 Tamils who had gone
missing from the Refugee Camp at the
Eastern University, and several
others missing from the villages of
Sithandy, Sasthurukondan, Sarup-
pady, Urani ete. The Peace Committee
submitted a list of 4368 persons who
had ‘disappeared’ from the Batticaloa
district.

® CMU URGES SETTLEMENT: The
recently held 22nd delegates Confer-
ence of the Ceylon Mereantile Union,
led by Bala Tampoe, has resolved that
the ethnic conflict should be settled on
the basis of the recognition of and
respect for the democratic rights of the
Tamil speaking people including their
right to self-determination. The re-
solution adopted at the Confegence
also deplored that the LTTE had sup-
pressed or eliminated by violence all
other political parties and groups
amongst the Tamil speaking people in
the north-east, and by the LTTE's
action, the people of these areas have
been rendered incapable of exercising
their democratic rights.
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READERS

FORUM

‘SEEKING A SAFE HAVEN’

The Sri Lanka Army, Navy and the
Air Force, consisting mostly of
Sinhalese are fighting a brutal war in
the north and east of Sri Lanka,
against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, consisting almost exclusively
of young Tamils. The death toll on
both sides is heavy and the defence bill
this year is Rs. 18 billion.

For the 10 years of the war, the cost
can be estimated at about 150 billion
or 3 Mahaweli schemes or 5,000 gar-
ment factories. The crux of the prob-
lem is between the Sinhalese and the
Tamils, as represented by their armed
fighters. These hard, cold facts must
be faced squarely and assessed correct-
ly if we are to find a solution to the
problem, Wishful, woolly thinking and
assessments other than of stark real-
ity will not lead to a solution.

I am an ordinary man from Jaffna,
with most of my relatives living in
Jaffna or abroad. I am very interested
in a solution, because I happen to have
known some of the Army and Navy
officers who died in their prime and
the parents of a few of the LTTE
fighters who died in their youth.

What is the real core of the problem?
Land, as W. Dahanayake told me in a
wide ranging discussion during the
days of the Thimpu talks. He said then
that land was the real problem and the
talks were likely to fail on that score.
He was then past 80 and an ordinary
MP, before his last stint as Cabinet
Minister and his words proved to be
very prophetic and wise.

What do the Tamils seek and why?
My own memories go back to the first
election of 1947 and the sad events
from 1958 to 1983. In 1992, on the day
after Generals Kobbekaduwa and
Wimalaratne died, I asked my daugh-
ter working in Fort to get back home
at half time and I too put half day’s
leave and went home. We waited anx-
iously that night and the following,
fearing the worst, but fortunately
there was no eruption, though the
villagers of Mahilanthanai in Polon-
naruwa were not so fortunate.

Man is an animal. If you threaten to
kill an animal it will react in one of two
basic ways of survival — flee or fight.
Many Tamils have adopted fleeing as
their method of survival and are now
spread out all over the world; some
have adopted the alternative of
‘fighting’.

I will not burden you with my own

memories. But there is a deep yearn-
ing within all of us to have a SAFE
HAVEN where we and ours can live in
safety and be not threatemed or
harmed. My wife’s old mother and her
sisters and their children live in Jaff-
na. When the Indians stormed Jaffna
in 1987, a shell fired by them fell into
the mouth of the bunker in their home
and exploded, causing it to cave in
completely. Fortunately, my relatives
had fled to a different village the
previous day or they would all have
been buried alive.

Now they write that they do not
even try to get into the bunker as the
planes are supersonic and the plane
would have come, dropped its load and
gone before they could get into the
bunker. They have become totally
fatalistic and trust only in God. The
children concerned are 18 years, 12
years, 9 years and 7 years; three girls
and a boy. What effect these traumatic
events will have on their personalities
and their mental health is difficult to
predict.

So, what do we really seek, leaders
of our land? Simply, a SAFE HAVEN
where we can live without fear, in
safety, in dignity and harmony.

Sri Lanka has been bedevilled by
accursed words with an evil power of
their own since independence. ‘Fifty-
Fifty’, ‘Parity of Status’, ‘Sinhala
Only’, ‘Federalism’, ‘Preservation of
Sinhala Buddhist Culture’, ‘Eelam’,
and now ‘Merger’ and ‘Demerger’ are
these evil words and phrases which
have prevented clear thought and for
which we have paid in blood.

I have been an observer of this
Greek tragedy as it unfolded and is
still unfolding. It was always land. We
operated from old atavistic fears. The
Sinhalese, from their historical fear of
invasion from Tamil Nadu; the Tamils
from more recent fears of decimation
and destruction. From the time of
independence, the Sinhalese have
tried to drive a Land wedge between
the Jaffna and Batticaloa Tamils —
sometimes openly, sometimes surrep-
titiously. Hence the colonisation of
Trinco then and Weli Oya (Manal Aru)
now. For the corresponding reason
from their point of view did the EPRLF
choose Trinco as the capital of the
North Eastern province.

We, the Tamils, form one in eight of
the population of Sri Lanka. We are,
essentially, a weak minority. Please
allow us a CONTIGUQUS SAFE
HAVEN, whatever its size or location.
Please do not talk of proportionality.
How can Ysth of the people be given
Yith of the land? Is a dangerous emo-
tive ‘accursed phrase’. In that case,
what about the water and the rivers

and the soil and the gems? And the
industry and the infrastructure? If you
think we have too much land, please
carve out the excess from ONE END.
But please give us one contiguous
block of 1and. In the areas we live, the
water tastes terrible. We have to wa-
ter everything we plant for two years—
no one day tree planting campaigns for
us — the climate is hot and dusty and
living is harsh. But we will struggle
and survive. But please do not sepa-
rate my Batticaloa brother from me. Is
this too much to ask? Consensus has
been reached by the UNP, the SLFP,
the LSSP, the CP and the SLMC, say
the newspapers.

I get a feeling of déja vu. Are these
not the same parties which achieved
consensus on ‘Sinhala Only’ in the
1950s?

The Mangala Moonesinghe initia-
tive has resulted in a still-birth. If the
desire to weaken a small minority by
cutting it up into two has not left the
Sinhala parties and the Tamils want to
leave Parliament as a result, where is
the consensus?

I hope that national strategies will
not be based on quislings. General
Yitzhak Rabin, who led the Israeli
Army to victory in the 1967 war is now
prepared, as an elderly Prime Minis-
ter, to trade land for peace. Will our
leaders be equally wise? Or will it take
another thirty years of struggle, as in
the case of the Sinhala Only consen-
sus, to see reason?

1 am now old enough to offer advice.
Whether you are Sinhala or Tamil, if
you want peace in the land and a
solution to the problem we face, do not
try to inflict a ‘total defeat’ on your
brother who is now fighting you. If you
defeat him, he will rise again another
day. Peace will come when he and you
both feel victorious. You, my sons, are
you mature enough to understand
what I say?

Vettivelu Thampu

Chundikuli, Jaffna.

Continued from page 19

expressed concern over the presence of
armed rebels in the camp.

There has been in recent weeks a
battery of intervention by the Madhu
church, government officials and the
NGOs to persuade the rebels to respect
the Madhu ORC as a neutral zone, but
they seem to have met with little
success.

But Mr. Utkan hasn’t given up hope
that diplomacy and persuasion will
win the day. But that in no way means
that he will allow UNHCR’s mandate
of humanitarian assistance to be man-
ipulated by any side. On that score he
is very firm.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

First 20 words £10.
Each additional word 60p.
Charge for Box No. £3.
(Vat 17/2% extra)

Prepayment essential
The Advertisement Manager,
Tamil Times Lid, PO Box 121,

Sutton, Surrey SMI 3TD
Phone: 081-644 0972

MATRIMONIAL
Sister seeks groom for her sister, living in
UK., Jaffna Hindu, 22, handsome, 5’3" M
641 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek professional
partner for graduate daughter, 26, in ermploy-
ment. M 642 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu mother seaks pariner for son,
mid thirfies, eheerful sincere, apen minded,
handsome, professional in UISA, M 643 c/o
Tamif Times.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following couples on
their recent wedding.

Kuhathas son of Mr. & Mrs. Subramaniam of
19 Edgeway Gate, Scarborough, Ontario,
Canada and Sugunakumari daughter of Mrs.
V.E. Nageswary Ambal of 3250 Keele Streel,
Apt. 311 Downsview, Toronto, Canada at
2723 St. Clair Ave. East on 23.1.93.

Sivanantha son of the laie Mr. Sangarapillai
and Mrs. N. Sangarapillai of 7/31 Beulah Hill,
Upper Norwood, London SE19 and Bra-
kashinl daughter of Mr. & Mrs. S.K. Thur-
alsundaram of 99 Abbols Way, Remuera,
Auckland, New Zealand at Shree Ganapathy
Temple, Wimbledon, London SW19 on
23.1,93.

Gajenthiran son of Mr. & Mrs. M. Karthigest
of 2190 Weston Road, Apl. 307, Weston,
Onlario, Canada and Debble daughter of the
late Mr. R. Hunt and Mrs. A. Hunt of 138
Kempton Road, East Mam, London E6 at
Hare Krishna Hall, 243 Avenue Road, Toron-
to, Canada on 29.1.93.

Sritheran son of Mr. & Mrs. Annamutiy of
Boroko, Papua New Guinea and Shivani
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. R. Jegendran of 27
Marion Road, Torrensvills, Adelaide, Ausira-
lia at Harlequin Hall, 550 Marian Road,
Adelaide, Australia on 7.2.93.

Jehanmohan son of Mr. & Mrs, M, Path-
manathan of 9318 Canning Highway, Bicton
Western Auslralia and Anusha daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. K. Ganeshalingam of 10 Rosem-
ary Drive, Redbridge, Wford at Heathcote
School Hall, Chingford, London E4,

FLAT FOR SALE
3 bed flat in Colombo 4 for sale. Please
comMtact E 57 ¢/o Tamil Times.

FLAT TO LET
Three bedroomed Iuxury flat in New
Addington, Surrey to let, £120 pw. Tel:
06898 0052 (Day), 081-689 0236 (Even-
ings).

Mrs. Sugirthamalar Mallvaganam (Paliina)
born 4.11.31, beloved wife of Mailvaganam
(Retired Irrigation Engineer); daughier of the
late Mr. Ratnam and Mrs, Sivayogamalar
Ratnam; loving mother of Sivakumar (UK.,
Dr. Gowry Aumbagawan and Premkumar
(Canada); mother-in-law of Pamini, Dr. Au-
mbagawan and Krishanthi; sister of the late
Thillainadesan, Sambasivam, Dr. Paramatha-
san (U.K), Mahadevan, Vimalendran (LK)
and Indranee Joyapath y expired on 30.12.92
and funeral took place in Colombo on 3. 1.93,
The members of the family thank all relatives
and friends who sent messages of sympathy,
flowers and generally helped in the funeral
arrangements. An abisegam in her mamory
was parformed to Lord Shiva at the Highgate
Murugan Temple on 29.1.93 on the 31st day
of her passing away — M. Sivakumar, 91
Capthorn Avenue, Rayners Lane, Harrow,
Middx. Tel: 081-868 7054,

Kanmany Rajaratnam of Urumpirai, Sri
Lanka, wife of the late M.V. Rajaratnam,
mother of Natkunam, Satkunam and Nitku-
nan; mother-in-law of Annalakshmi, Malini
and Uma passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, 20.1.93 in Australia — 54 Ren-
frew Road, Hounslow, Middx. TW4. Tel:
081-570 9152,

r o | by ‘
Mr. Seenithamby Nadarajah (Retired Prin-
cipal), beloved husband of Selvapooshanam:;
brother of Seenithamby Arumugavadivel
(Former Director of Adult Education); loving
father of Dr. Niranjan, Rajani, Ramani, Vi-
Jayaraghavan, Sanjesvan (all of UK.) and
Mythilie (Sri Lanka); father-in-law of Dr,
Kantha, Balasubramaniam, Govindasamy,

Kisha and Sivasubramaniam; grandfather of
Niruba, Gajan, Seetha, Sheila, Luxsha, Anu-
Jjan, Ajanthan, Ramya and Sivasufan passed
away peacefully on 6.1.93 and was cremaled
at Balticaloa, Sri Lanka on 7.1,93. He will be
sadly missed and fondly remembered by his
beloved wite, children, relatives and friends.
We thank all for their messages of sym-
pathy and support during the period of grief. -
Dr. & Mrs. Niranjan, 12 Grosvenor Gardens,
Qakwood, London U.K.

Mr. Suthaharan Mahadevan (27), beloved
son of Mr. S. Mahadevan, formerly of Hong
Kong & Shanghai Bank, Colombo and Mrs.
Vimala Mahadevan, formerly of Ceylon Insur-
ance Corporalion; brother of Dr. Muralitharan,
Mr. Bahirathan, Mr. Giritharan and Miss Siva-
hamy Mahadevan (all of New Zealand) pas-
sed away under fragic circumstances in the
USA on 23rd December 1992, Sutha is sadly
missed by all his relatives and friends. He was
an old boy of Colombo Hindu College — 88
Brodrick Road, Johnsonville, Wellington 4,
New Zealand,

Mr. Santhiravar Sithamparappillai (Ponniah
Master), lotmer Teacher and Principal of
Atunodaya College, Alaveddy, Sri Lanka;
beloved husband of the late Rajaluxmi; father
of Thilagawathy (Australia), Mangayatkarasi,
Mangaleswary, Susi (U.K.), and Umapathisi-
vam (U.K.) and father-in-law of the late P.V.
Nadarajah, A. Kanthiah, the late Dr. Siva-
pathasundaram, T. Sabaratnam and
Susithara passed away in Jaffna on 4.293
and the funeral took place on 6.2.93. Rela-
tions and friends, please aceept this informa-
tion — S. Umapathisivam, 33 Boxiree Lane,
Harrow Weald, Middx. HA3 6JP, Tel: 081-421
3626, T. Sabaratnam Tel: 081-204 5062.
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Mrs. Ganeswary Tharmalingam, daughter
of the late Mr. Thambidurai and the late Mrs.
Theivanaipillai Thambidurai of Kondavil East;
beloved wife of Mr. Kandiah Tharmalingam
(Retired Inspector of School Works), loving
mother of Brabalini Linganandhan, Bremjit
(both of U.K.) and Ranjit (Canada); beloved
mother-in-law of Dr. W.N. Linganandhan and
Dr. (Mrs.) Vani Bremjit and Mrs. Sharmini
Ranjit and grandmother of Abirami, Sathya,
Praneetha, Prasheetha, Prashoban,
Praveena and Anjana expired on 21.1.98.
Funeral took place on 26.1.93 at Chelmsford
Crematorium. She is very much missed by
her loved ones, relatives and friends who are
mourning and praying for her soul to rest in
peace. — 94 Petunia Crescent, Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 5YR. Tel: 0245 466363.

Dr. Bala Rajaratnam, formerly of Trinco
Clinic, Trincomalee, and Medical Officer,
Transkei, beloved husband of Sushiladevi
(Dental Surgeon) and loving father of
Mayuran, Balaganapathy -and Kanchukan;
son of the late Mrs. and Mr. Rajaratnam of
Chundikuli: son-in-law of Mrs. Kanapathipillai
and the late Mr. Kanapathipillai of Puloly and
brother of Dr. Pushpa Sivanandan, Dr. Sel-
vamn Thavasothy, Dr. Rajagopal Rajaratnam,
Dr. Krishnaratnam (Kitta) Rajaratnam, Mrs.
Sundari Annamalai, Mrs. Mano Sri Kantha,
Mr. Renganathan and Mrs. Krishna Selvaling-
am expired in Transkei on 31.1.93. Cremation
— Transkei on 4.2.93. — P.O.Box 109, Umtata
— 5100, Transkei, South Africa.

IN MEMORIAM

On e
of Miss Kanagammah Saravanamuttu, for-
mer Principal and Inspectress of Schools,
fondly remembered and sadly missed by
brother Dr. Thanabalasingam, sister Mrs.
Jegasothy Navaratnarajah and all nieces and
nephews.

A poojah was performed in her memory on
Monday, 8th February 1993 at Highgate
Murugan Temple. — Nalayini Kuganathan, 28
Ellement Close, Pinner, Middx. HA5 1ER. Tel:
081-866 3363.

Mr. Kallasapillai Kandasamy, former Depu-
ty Principal, Jaffna Central College.
Born: 20.05.1931 Rest: 02.03.1992.

To love and then to part

Is the greatest sorrow of one's heart

The tears in our lives we wipe away,

But the pain in our hearts Dad,

Will always stay,

It's the emptiness without you,

That never goes away

Love and miss you more each day.

Sadly missed and lovingly remembered by

your wife Manonmani, children Jeyashankar,
Vijaishankar, Mythili, Thayalashankar and
Kousica — 68 Bury Road, East Ham, London
E6 2BH. Tel: 081-552 2706.

In loving memory of Mr. Chelliah Sivasampu
on the first anniversary of his passing away
on 9th March 1992.

Sadly missed and fondly remembered by
his two sons. — 15 Wolsey Way, Chessington,
Surrey, KT9 1XQ.

Tribute to The Late Miss M.P. Dore

Miss Margaret Dore first went to Sri Lanka
from Cardiff, as a Missionary, in 1933, twen-
lyseven years of sellless and loving service to
the community there, endeared her to all who
had the good fortune to know her. In the
educational sphere, she was Acting Principal
of Vembadi High School for six years, Head of

the Puttur Centre for the Training of
Deaconesses and one of the organizers of
the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion
and Society, in Colombo. She accredited
herself well in all these positions. She was a
greal evangelist and an inspiring preacher
both in Tamil and in English — one who
practised what she preached.

She maintained a lively interest in all that
happened in Jaffna, and shared in the hurls
and joys of the land which she loved so much.
Many of us - Sri Lankan families — had the
privilege of enjoying her feliowship and
friendship for many years in the UK. It is
‘interest and wonder that keeps one young'.
Margaret Dore continued to be interested,
with awesome wonder, in God's world and
the work of human relationship everywhere.

She passed to Greater Glory at the age of
eightyfour, after a period of terminal illness;
her funeral took place on the 3rd of November
at the Wesley Methodist Church, High
Wycombe. It was a beauliful service of
gratilude for the life and work of a woman who
had endeared hersell not only (o the people of
Jaffna but also to many others in all walks of
life in the U.K. The Minister, who paid tribute
to her life as he had seen it in her latter years,
expressed great admiration for her courage,
cheerfulness and concern for others; the
virtues she exhibited, he said, were those
associated with the 'Fruits of the Spirit’ as
taught by the Apostle Paul. The Old Girls of
Vembadi High School laid a beautiful wreath,
decorated with the school colours, as a lribute
to her dedicated work at the school. Among
the mourners at the service were some Sri
Lankans, who were closely associated with
her.

Cheerful and trusting in the Lord, Margarel
Dore stayed tremendously young at eight-
ylour. When she died she left behind to all she
knew, a legacy — 'Faith in God and dedicated
fove.’

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Mar. 19 St. Joseph's Day.
Mar. 20 Sani Prathosham.
Mar. 22 Ammavasai.

Mar. 27 Chathurthi.

Mar. 27 10.00am Careers Convention orga-
nised by London Tamil Academy at Wembley
High School Hall, East Lane, Wembley,
Middx. Admission Free. Tel: 081-904 3937.
At the Bhavan Centre, 4A Castletown
Road, London W14 9HQ. Tel: 071 381
3086/4608.

March 12 7.30pm Lecture by Justice E.S.
Venkataramaiah, Chief Justice of India, on
‘Secularism for India is a national imperative’.
Mar. 13 5.30pm Mahabharata Lecture by Shri
Mathoor Krishnamurthi.

Mar. 13 7.00pm North Indian Classical Flute
Concert by Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia.
Mar. 14 6.30pm Bharata Natyam recital by
Vena Gheerawo.

Mar. 20 7.00pm Kathak by Sushmitrra
Ghosh.

Mar. 27 5.30pm Mahabharata Lecture by Shri
Mathoor Krishnamurthi.

Mar. 27 6.00pm Natha Vidyalaya presents
Annual Evening of Violin and Bharath Natyam
Recitals at Gayton High School for Boys,
Gayton Road, Harrow, Middx. Tel: 081-964
5868.
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Seminar on Combating
Racism in Canada

dail

The Senior Tamils' Centre of Ontario con-
ducted a seminar on Combating Racism on
24th October 1992 at the Oriole C.R.C. Don
Mills, Toronto. The Chief Guest was Ms.
Elinor Caplan MPP for Oriole who is seen
above addressing the gathering. Mr. Aloy
Ratnasingam, President of the centre in his
opening address referred to recent unhappy
trends in Canada where the black and other
visible minorities wers facing discrimination.
He said that the pace of Government action to
stam the unhappy trend was slow.

The Chief Guest in her speech said that
strife was due to age old prejudices of colour,
religion and race and that it was better today
than at the time of her grand parents. She
concluded that the ultimate tool to change
behaviour was education.

Yarl Seelan Produces C.D.

On 16.12.92 Optimus Management Consul-
fants launched Yarl T, Seelan’s ‘Life In a
Day' in a compact disc format at Campus
West Leisure Complex, Welwyn Garden Cily,
Herts. ‘Life in a Day' consists of 10 pieces of
music depicting the life style in rural villages
starting from ‘Herald of Dawn’ to 'Dance of
Dusk'. Each piece Is an inspiring progression
of daily life with a musical painting of moods
such as melancholy and ecstasy. All com-
positions on this C.D. owe their origin to the
ancien! folk music of India, China & Sri Lanka.
This is the first time when compuler controlled
Music Instrument Interface (MIDI) system is
used for the whole orcheslration in Asian folk
melodies. The flavour of the music is not only
smooth but also resembles the sounds of the
natural environment.

For Seelan, this launch is the culmination of
his two-and-a-half years of hard work in
bringing his musical and technological talents
logether. His fame as an instrumentalist has
been associated with the hawaiian Guitar and
Veena. He has now produced computer aided
music without using any instrument.

The Compact Disc — “Life in a Day’ is
available from Optimus Management Consul-
tants, 25 Oxford Avenue, St. Albans, Herts.
AL1 5NS. Tel: 0727 846595 at £8.99 plus
postage & packing.

Bharata Natyam Contest 1993

Tha New York Tamil Sangam is sponsoring a
Bharata Natyam Contest planned to be held
In New Dorp High School Auditorium, Staten
Island, New York on Saturda y, 18th Septem-
ber 1993 at 4.00pm. The best dancer in the
contest will receive the Balasaraswati
Award for Excellence In Dance of $1000
and a plaque. The first runner-up will receive
8500 and the second runner-up $300. Other
finalists too, will receive atractive awards/
prizes.

The contest is open only to girls/young

ladies between 16 and 23 years of age on
18th September 1993, residing outside India;
must have completed Bharata Natyam
Arangetram or Calankal Pujal or equivalent;
only nen-professionals are eligible; composi-
tions are to be in Tamil and danced solo to
professlonally recorded taped music; dura-
tion from beginning of music to its end: at
least six minutes and not to exceed 10
minutes and 30 seconds.

Those interested please contact: Mr. R.
Kaballswaran, Director NYTS Dance Con-
test, 1379 Thomas Avenue, North Bruns-
wick, NJ 08902, USA, or fax/vhone: 808 940
0586 (giving your complete address) fo re-
quest an application packet. If your guru
already has an application form, please make
a photo copy and use it. There is no fee for
application.

Prakash Yadagudde in
Dance Ballet

Prakash Yadagudde and Kumarl Nina

Prakash Yadagudde of the Bhavan Centre,
tours during March and April with ‘The Face’,
his first dance ballet based on a contempor-
ary theme produced in this country, and the
first work for which he has received public
funding — from the Arts Council and the
London Arts Board.

Prakash is one of Britain's finest classical
Indian dancers. He lrained in Bharatanatyam
under U.S. Krishna Rao and Vijaya Marth-
anda at Bangalore Universily, and after gra-
duating went on to study choreography under
Maya Rao at the Nalya Instilule of
Choreography in Delhi. Prakash toured ex-
tensively with Maya Rao's Natya Ballet Cen-
tre froupe before coming to London to teach
at the Bhavan Centre. He has been perform-
ing regularly in the UK and Europe for the
past eight years.

Kumarl Nina, the young award winning
dancer who has often partnered Prakash in
recent years, takes the leading female role,
and five young artists from the Bhavan Centre
also feature in the production.

Fast moving and colourful, the ballet is set
in present day India and depicts different
phases in the life of Anand, a young man
whose aspiration is to become a dancer.
Humaur, and the exuberance of dance, offset
the disillusionment that nearly breaks his
spirit. Music has been specially composed by
top Indian music director T.V. Gopalkrishnan,

Preview al the Bhavan Centre on 27th

February at 7.00pm, with the premier in the
Spring Loaded season at The Place Theatre
on 11th March at 8.00pm.

M.I.O.T. Holds Benefit
Performance

The South East London and Kent branch of
the Medical Institute of Tamils (MIOT) staged
an IZAl VIZHA at Kelsey Park School, Manor
Way in Beckenham on 30lh of January, to
collect funds which are urgently needed to
supply essential vaccines and surgical mate-
rials to the Jafina Hospital in Sri Lanka.

Mr. V. Rajayogeswaran a senior oral
surgeon attached to Guy's Hospital, who is
the chairman of the local MIOT branch,
welcomed the guests. He outlined the ne-
cessily of this organisation and the service
rendered by it to provide valuable funds to the
unfortunate victims of the war torn areas of Sri
Lanka.

The curtain raised with an excellent per-
formance of Bharatha Nalya recital by Selvi
Edith Thussara Joseph. This was followed by
a Peroussion Ensemble, provided by Sri
Kathandapani on the violin, accompanied by
Srimathi Malini Thanapalasingam on lhe
veena. Sri Somasundera Thesigar on the
Miruthangam, Sri Muthu Sivarajah on Ihe
Ganjira, Sri Bangalore Pirakash on the Gha-
larm and Sri Sithambaranathan on the Mors-
ing. Dr. S, Pasupathyrajah the Patron of the
association In a short message pointed out
the Immense help rendered by the organisa-
fion since its inauguration about three years
ago. Cash donations to the tune of over three
thousand pounds have been channeiled
across to the Jatina University campus, Jaff-
na Hospital, Madhu refuges camps and funds
made avafiiable through the Bishop of Batlica-
loa lo treat the needy. In addition, surgical
equipment such as a Resectoscope, hot air
ovens, coulter counlers, teaching aids,
medical journals and books have also been
sent to Sri Lanka. Training courses for Sri
Lankan qualified doctors laking PLAB ex-
aminations in the U.K. were made available
on a regular basis by MIOT. An 85% success
rale was obtained by MIOT coached doctors.
Dr. Pasupathyrajah added that the future
projects of the organisation will be to establish
a health resources centre lo assess health
needs of U.K. Tamil population and to imple-
ment their requests. The final item on the
agenda was a vocal recital by Sri. M. Yoges-
waran who was accompanied on the violin by
Sri. B.K. Chandrashekhar, Miruthangam by
Sri. Bhavanl Shankar and Morsing by Sri A,
Srinivasan. A request by the enthralled audi-
ence led to Sr. Yogeswaran continuing his
musical accolade unlil midnight. A vote of
thanks was proposed by the secretary of the
assoclation, Dr. N. Ratnarajan. The evening's
entertainment was compered by Dr. W.T.
Maheswaran.

Dr. K.C. Rajasingham.

HOLIDAY IN WALES
Enjoy Srilankan Hospitalily within Motor-
ing Dislance of Skandavale Temple, B&B
Double Ensuites with c.t.v. and teamaking
lacilities in each room. Children welcome.
£15p.p.p.n. U 12s half price. E.M. option-
al Tel: 0239 77225.
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Closing date for completed grid and coupon to be received is

31 March 1993.

Answers and the name of the winner — first all correct entry
pulled out of a bag — will be announced in the April 1993

issue.

The winner will receive a prize of £10.00 sterling.
All entries should be sent to: Tamil Times, P.O. Box 121,

Sutton, Surrey SM1 3TD, UK.

Across.

1. Stories related to former lives of
the Buddha (6,5)

10. Pasyala's juicy favourites on
the Colombo-Kandy Road (6)

11. A small species of Sri Lankan
deer (3)

13. Soft hair of certain animals (3)
14. Along with Nehru, Nasser and
Tito, the African pioneer of the
Non-Aligned Movement (6)

2 g) Leafy part of the coconut palm

18. ‘A name | call myself’ ...
Sound of Music (2)

19. A royal pronoun in formal proc-
lamations (2)

(25)) Chemical symbol for sodium
21. An affirmative vote (3)

23. Milk prepared for long keeping,
abb. (3) £

24. The first man! (4)

(26) The Wise Men from the East
4

28. The measure of acidity in a
solution (2)

29. Legal successor to a throne (4)
31. Southeast Asian capital city (6)
32. An idie talker (6)

34. Small mountain (2)

35. Prefixed to ‘drew’, one of the
twelve Apostles (2)

:(566) Held suspended or supported
37. Touch at one side (4)

39. Insect passing through a pas-
sive state of development (6)

40. Snow vehicle (4)

41. Prefixed to ‘ange’, a juicy de-
licacy (2)

42. Cleopatra’s poisonous aid in
her suicide bid (3)

44. Prepare manuscripts for pub-
lication (4)

46. Principal island of a Western
Indian Ocean state (4)

47. The faculty that discriminates
sound (3)

48. Mount Lavinia's famed school,
abb. (3)

Down:

1. Sri Lankan city named after a
blind singer (6)

2. Sacred city of the Bo Tree (12)
3. Root food source in the Pacific
Islands (4)

42. With ‘ion’, it's a negative charge

5. Sri Lanka's splendid hill capital
5

(5)

6. Request (3)

7. The Kataragama Deity (8)

8. A major division of geological
time (3)

9. ‘A needle pulling thread' ..
Sound of Music (2)

12. The heavy worker in Thailand,
Burma, India and Sri Lanka is often
a sacred temple mascot (8)

i5. Buddhism's most sacred city in
Sri Lanka (9)

17. Windhoek is the capital of this
African state (7)

22. Printer's measure (2)

25. Greek story teller of moral
animal fables (5)

27, Before noon (2)

28. A round of applause (7)

QUIZ CROSSWORDS — No. 24. Compiled by: Richards

]

1o

30. Member of the sect that be-
lieves blacks are the chosen peo-
ple (5)

33, Web-footed birds (5)

38. Garden plots (4)

39. British immigrant Down Under

®

43, Father affectionately (2)

45, Urban organisation responsible
for civic functions, abb. (2)

Quiz Crosswords — 22: Solutions.

Across: 1. Private gains. 10. An 11. Mill. 12. No. 13. TNT. 14. Eelanadu. 17. NR.
18. Repel. 19. Broad Sheets. 23. Lo. 24. We. 26. Observer. 30. Amp. 32, OA. 34.
IE. 35. Daily News. 39. RA. 40. Sun. 41. Be. 42. Irk. 43. Teats. 46. Eros. 47.

Morning Star.

Down: 1. Ran. 3. Intro. 4. Amender. 5. Tiers. 6. Ell. 7. Glare. 8. Inapt. 9. Nodes.
13. Tabloids. 15. Need. 16. UL. 20. Rob. 21. Awe. 22. Hoe. 25. Speaks. 27.
Shiner. 28. Van. 29. Rowe. 31. Mirror. 33. As. 36. Auto. 37. Yeti. 38. EB. 42. IRA.

44. An. 45. SN. 46. ET.

Winner: Dr. D.J.N. Selvadurai, 8 Cheam Manslons, Statlon Way, Cheam,

Surrey SM3 8SA.

Over 5,000 Fundamental Rights Petitions

From

Over 50,000 fundamental rights peti-
tions were received by the Chief Jus-
tice during the last three years from
persons held under emergency regula-
tions at several detention centres in
various parts of the country.

The Deputy Registrar of the Sup-
reme Court, M.A. Cyril said petitions
were being received almost everyday,
the majority of them were from de-
tainees at the Boosa, Pelawatta, Pal-
lekelle, Weerawila and Kalutara de-
tention camps.

A record 3225 petitions were re-
ceived in 1991, 1415 in 1990 and over
a thousand petitions for this year. In
comparison, the number of fun-
damental rights petitions received be-
tween 1985 and 1989 was 389.

Beginning in 1990, with the sudden
upsurge in the number of petitions
received from detainees the Supreme
Court referred all the petitions to the
Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL),

1990

which has instituted action in the
Supreme Court on behalf of several of
the detainees.

The Secretary of the BASL, Upul
Jayasuriya, said 645 cases were filed

in the Supreme Court during the
course of this year, and that papers in
respect of 3015 cases were being pro-
cessed and would be filed in court
shortly.

Of the 2475 cases disposed of before
the Supreme Court, compensation had

been awarded in 83 cases amounting
to Rs. 533,000.

Continued from page 11

conception of economic efficiency. PD
demands a state capable of reforming
these structures to ensure social jus-
tice for the present and future genera-
tions. It demands the recognition of
non-market and non-statal commun-
ity institutions and social networks
that are so vital not only to market
transactions ‘and economic security
but to environmental management
and cultural advancement as well.
Liberalism has been promising con-
sumer sovereignty for ages while in
reality it has been denied to the people

LUl L LI Lo

by the workings of actually existing
capitalism. In a PD, people demand
consumer sovereignty and strive to
exercise it by challenging the
machinations of big firms, and by
exposing the secrets of price fixing by
the so-called price-makers, through
consumer movements. While federal-
ism is capable of providing a multi-
ethnic framework, it has to be com-
bined with people’s democracy to con-
struct a socially just, truly participa-
tory and dynamic political economic
order. Hopefully, the debate has begun
and the ideas put forward here and in
the last issue of Tamil Times are
relevant to it.

|_u_\/_|_ll_luJIJJ
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UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE

VEHICLES, MACHINERIES ETC.

to

AND OTHER WORLD DESTINATIONS

We collect. We pack. We insure.

14 Allied Way off Warple Way, Acton
London W3 ORQ
Tel: 081-740 8379/081-749 0595
Fax: 081-740 4229

N
SHIPPING - AIR FREIGHT - TRAVEL

PERSONAL EFFECTS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS,

We supply Tax Free Goods for export

* SRI LANKA * INDIA % PAKISTAN %
* AUSTRALIA AND OTHER FAR EAST
COUNTRIES * CANADA * USA * AFRICA

WE WILL FLY YOU ANY WHERE, ANY TIME
ON SCHEDULED FLIGHTS AT LOW PRICES

GLEN CARRIERS LIMITED

ALL TYPES
OF INSURANCE
ARRANGED

Motor
Commercial
Shops

Home contents
General

Commercial & residential property
Mortgages arranged
First time buyers welcome

We pride ourselves on personal service
Contact

* % % % ¥

J. KULENDRAN

Beddington Insurance
Services (Wimbledon) Ltd.

157A Hartfield Road, Wimbledon,

LONDON SW19 3TJ
Telephone 081-543 5181
Fax: 081-545 0728

LONDON COLLEGE OF COMPUTING
(SOUTH WEST)
105 Upper Tooting Road

London SW17 U.K. (M
Tel: 081-682 0150 s

FULL TIME AND TRAINING COURSES:

@ Word Processing @ Computer Operation @ Data Base
® Desktop Publishing @ Computer Graphics @ Accountancy
® Programming in BASIC, COBOL, PASCAL

&

]

]|

i

O ABAC Certificate and Diploma in Business Computing
A two-year course leading to the ABAC Diploma
INTAKE: October/March each year.

{1 AAT Qualification in Accountancy, parts I, II and IIL
A lwo year course in Accountancy.
INTAKE: JanuaryJuly each year

[T1DPM Qualification in Daita P’rocessing Management
part L I Il -and IV, Two Years Course in Institute of
Data Processing Management.

INTAKE: October/March.

L) ENGLISH For foreign students, six months full-time
course for students to gain proficiency in English to be
able to pursue higher studies. INTAKE: Monthly.
LEFull-Time courses in Computing for UK. and
overseas students at compelitive rates, Recognised by
ABAC. IDPM, AAT and Approved by the British Home
Office as a bona-lide college for visa requirements.

FOR PROSPECTUS AND COURSE DETAILS,
CONTACT THE REGISTRAR AT ABOVE ADDRESS

BALA & ARI

Solicitors and Administrators of Oaths
We offer friendly legal service on
@ Conveyancing (Sale and @ Immigration
Purchase-houses, Flals @ Divorce and Malrimonial
Commercial property) @® Civil and Criminal Litigation
@ Fartnership agreement, @ Landlord and Tenant
Power of attorney, @® Employment
last wills etc.

Legal Aid also available
Please Ring
B. Balaraman or S. Aravindan

Address: First Floor, 484 Katharine Road, Forest Gate, London E7
Telephone: 081-503 5034

Irwin Travel and Tours Ltd.

Eor Cheap Air Fares to :
TOKYO — HONGKONG — BANGKOK
SINGAPORE — SRI-LANKA

PAKISTAN — INDIA Tﬂ::;"'jggg:ms
MAURITIUS — AUSTRALIA 081-689 7422

Telex 914020—IRTOUR G
FAX: 081-689 7422

2 WENTWORTH ROAD,
WEST CROYDON,
SURREY CRO 3HT

and many other destinations
for reservations and more information

Telephone:  081-683 1845 081-689 7422

LIQLILISLD
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EMIRATES

COLOMBO AND SINGAPORE
BOOK NOW FOR SUMMER

One Of The Youngest Fleet of Aircraft
Each Seat With Personal Vide\P Jova B b
Six Flights A Week  ¢7;. 222 20
Duty Free Shopping In Dub;]i_
Con 295

; O
'Li’ OO 6|

Competitive Fares To Other Destinations

Kuwait Airlines to Colombo: Fares From £395

Major Credit Cards Accepted

“GDF
IATA

GLEN EXPRESS TRAVEL LTD

155 Notting Hill Gate,
London W11 3LF

TEL: 071 221 3498 FAX: 071 243 8277

LIQLILIGLD
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Q;\O\ Air Lanka Main Agent AlIRLAN KA§7

> Q@  It’s a taste of Paradise

Trichy, Trivandrum & Madras from £470

If all you want is a cheap fare,
A few agents may match ours.
If you also want excellent service
Our staff provide the best

For Fares and Accommodation
Worldwide

Eleanor Trave]

London+ Paris - -

338A King Street
London W6 ORR

Tel ® 081 741 7993 Fax @ 081 748 4912

, TRAVEL SHIPPING &
@ EUROLANKA FORWARDING AGENTS
INTERNATIONAL

CASTLE HOUSE WE BRING YOU GLAD TIDINGS
25 Castlereagh Street, London W1H 5YR.
(near Marble Arch Tube Station) ¥ TE A C H E ST

TELEPHONE TO
071-258 3999 (weekday office hours)

071-262 5367 & 071-723 1439 (seven days) ) S SRI LANKA

We are also open on Saturday/Sunday 10am-2pm

AIR TRAVEL SHIPPING
London-Colombo-London TO SRI LANKA
from £390 £
T L per ar, OTHER GOODS £2 CU. FT.

SINGAPORE To Australia-Canada-USA & VAT Free Goods
BANGKOK most other destinations

HONG KNG FROM £20 Supply Wooden Cases

SYDNEY REASONABLE
MELBOURNE CORLECTION Tea Chests at Cost

narceoaaenntiurs ,, CHARGES 4 | UNIWEST INTERNATIONAL

over 100 cu.ft to Sri Lanka, Do %k e
i R e Cos e U 30 Friern Barnet Road, London N11 1NA

S Tel: 081-368 9544 Fax: 081-361 8498
Colombo branch: CEY-ON INTERNATIONAL, 161 Galle Road,

Colombo 3, Sri Lanka. Tel: 436666 Colombo Office: 39 33rd Lane, Colombo 6
Tel: 502916 Fax: 502916
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