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The condition of Sellaiah Vasudevan, a long term
detainee in the Boosa Detention Centre in south
Sri Lanka, is reported to be critical. He is one
among some who had launched a ‘fast unto
death’ campaign to highlight their continued de-
tention without trial.

Presently there are an estimated 858 persons
held in detention in the Boosa Detention Centre,
Magazine Prison in Colombo and the Prisons in
Colombo and Galle. Among them are those who
at some time belonged to various Tamil militant
groups and others who had no such connections
at all. The detainees are made up of : PLOT- 188,
EPRLF- 155, TELO- 74, EROS- 72, LTTE- 59,
Other Tamil militant groups— 46, and 264 persons
unconnected with any militant or political group.

Since the signing of the Indo-Sri Lanka Agree-
ment in July last year, representations have been
made on behalf of these detainees for their
release, and Attorney-at-Law, Kumar Ponnampa-
lam, has been taking a keen interest in their case.
Appeals and petitions have been submitted to the
authorities including President Jayawardene and
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandbhi. In their appeals, the
detainees had given assurances that they had
accepted the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement, that they
eschewed the use of violence and weapons, and
that they would return to the path of democracy.
The Minister of National Security insisted that
these assurances should be contained in the form
sworn affidavits, and this also had been complied
with. Following further representations on their
behalf, a total of 191 persons were released in
two batches in May this year. The rest are
continuing to languish in detention.

The fast unto death commenced on 14 August
by three detainees, is aimed at drawing attention
to the desperate plight of all persons who have

FAST UNTO DEATH BY DETAINEES

been incarcerated and held in inhuman condi-
tions. The three who are engaged in this death-
fast are: Kaneshalingam Thevarajah of Kayts in
Jaffna, 47 years old, father of 7 children and
detained for the last 23 months; Selvarajah
Pakiyanathan of Trincomalee, 44 years old, father
of 5 children and held for 23 months; and Sellaiah
Vasuthevan of Elkaduwa in Sembukawatte
(plantation area). The Action Committee of the
detainees have resolved to continue the fast unto
death campaign on a relay basis.

The Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement provided that a
general amnesty would be granted and all Tamil
political detainees would be released. President
Jayawardene does not lose time in repeating ad
nauseam that the government had complied with
its obligations under the Agreement and that all
Tamil militant groups except the LTTE have
agreed to return to the democratic process.
Additionally, the detenus have individually submit-
ted sworn affidavits giving assurances and under-
takings in accordance with the government’s
requirements. That being the case, why has the
government not released these detenus? Is this
not a blatant violation of the provisions of the
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement?

The government of India which insists upon the
Tamil militant groups to comply with provisions of
the Agreement has an equal obligation to ensure
that the Sri Lankan government for its part does
not renege on ilts obligations. More than the
obligations under the Agreement, the continued
detention without trial of these detainees consti-
tutes a violation of the basic obligations of Sri
Lanka under international law. The detained
persons should be released before any one of
them dies in consequence of their campaign of
‘fast unto death’.
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IPKF INTENSIFIES OPERATIONS

Speculation is mounting that the cur-
rent intensified military operations by
the IPKF against the LTTE in the
northern Vavuniya and Mullaitivu
areas are designed to enable the hold-
ing of Provincial Council elections in
the northern and eastern provinces
before the end of October this year.

Following the return to Colombo of
Indian High Commissioner, J.N. Dixit,
after a series of meetings with Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and other
senior officials in Delhi, Colombo
sources reveal that orders have gone
out to the IPKF Commanders to inten-
sify their operations against the LTTE
on all fronts.

An estimated 20,000 Indian soldiers
have been inducted into the Vanni
area, particularly south of Mankulam
and Odduchuddan and east of the
Vavuniya—Jaffna trunk road in two
cordons with the intention of bottling
up the LTTE militants in their jungle
hideouts and bases. The double cordon
is aimed at preventing the LTTE men
moving out and cutting them off from
receiving food and logistic support.

The current offensive described by
the IPKF as Operation 3 has resulted
in fierce fighting between the IPKF
and LTTE cadres. Reliable reports in-
dicate that the LTTE is offering fierce
resistance on all fronts in spite of the
overwhelming number of men thrown
into the battle by the IPKF.

The IPKF has virtually swamped
the area with men and weapons and in
certain villages, it is reported that
there are about 40 IPKF men for every
house.

The continuing military encounters
have resulted in a large influx of
- refugees into the Vavuniya town prop-
er. Around 20,000 Tamil civilians have
fled their homes in the Mullaitiva and
Vavuniya districts and sought refuge
in schools, churches, temples and other
public buildings.

A report datelined 27 August stated
that the unofficial curfew clamped on
northern districts on 24 August had
been extended indefinitely to enable
the IPKF to launch an all out offensive
on LTTE positions. As a result of these
operations in which thousands of
troops are involved and heavy artillery
and helicopter gunships, a large ex-
odus of civilians had been reported
from various areas.

. Providing relief to the helpless re-
- fugees has become difficult owing to
continued fighting in the vicinity and
the frequent imposition of round-the-
clock curfews. Hundreds of families are
' reported to be trapped in some areas
where heavy fighting is continuing.

AGAINST LTTE

The IPKF has deployed heavy
weapons including shelling and firing
rockets from helicopters in an attempt
to break LTTE resistance to advancing
troops. An unaccountable number of
civilians are reported to be killed in
these operations.

Fighting was reported to be very
fierce in Semamadu, Nettiyakulam
and Ilamaruthankulam from where
over 500 families have deserted their
homes and poured into Vavuniya.

It is reported that heavy casualties
have been suffered by both sides. On
August 19, the Indian High Commis-
sion in Colombo claimed that 11 LTTE
militants were shot dead and 8 Indian
soldiers including an officer were mis-
sing in action. However, sources from
Vavuniya stated that 9 out of the
Tamils killed were civilians who were
attempting to escape from the fighting.

The IPKF have been daily claiming
that they had destroyed a number of
LTTE jungle hideouts and bases, cap-
tured a large quantity of weapons and
explosives and killed scores of ‘Tigers’
and taken into custody many more.

The LTTE denied that they had lost
large numbers from their ranks as
claimed by the IPKF. They made the
counter-claim that over 40 IPKF men
had been killed for the loss of only a
few Tiger cadres. They also claimed to
have shot at and damaged two Indian
helicopters.

Reports from Colombo datelined 26
August stated that 12 more IPKF men
including a Major and a Lieutenant
were missing in action and it was
suspected that the LTTE might have
captured them. The IPKF had laun-
ched a massive search operation for
the missing men.

A report datelined 17 August stated
that about 300 Tamil men, alleged by
the IPKF of belonging to the LTTE,
were rounded up following an inten-
sive search operation the IPKF carried
out during the previous three days in
Omanthai six miles off Vavuniya town.
Most of them were taken in the course
of a house-to-house search operation
and some others from passing vehicles.
The IPKF had also issued a stern
warning to all residents in the area not
to give accomodation to ‘outsiders’, and
threatened with ‘grave consequences’
if the warning was not heeded.

JAFFNA: Latest reports indicate
that the IPKF has launched fresh
cordon and search operations in north-
ern Jaffna on the alleged ground that
the LTTE was making an effort to
regroup itself in the peninsula. Inci-
dents of attacks and counter-attacks
between the IPKF and the LTTE

cadres have also increased. Unofficial
curfews have been imposed in various
parts of Jaffna without prior warning
causing considerable inconvenience to
the people.

The IPKF rounded up 18 persons in
a search operation launched following
the killing of an IPKF soldier on 14
August at Kankesanthurai. On 15
August, an IPKF soldier was blown up
by a mine blast at Soranampathu in
Jaffna.

A grenade attack was made upon
the official vehicle used by the IPKF
Commandant, Brigadier R.S. Kahlon
on 22 August near the Jaffna Kach-
cheri. At the time of the attack, the
Brigadier was not in the vehicle. It is
also reported that on 23 August, the
Navy Patrol apprehended six persons
off the northern coast at Thondamanar
when they were attempting to go to-
wards South India. In Akkaraiyan in
Jaffna, a powerful claymore mine was
detonated allegedly by LTTE cadres in
which several persons were injured. -

Five IPKF soldiers were seriously
injured by a mine explosion at Vanni-
kulam in Jaffna on 23 August.

NINE KILLED IN TRINCO |

Nine persons including a Sri Lankan
soldier, D. Chandrasekera, belonging
to the Gajaba Regiment were killed
and 20 injured in a bomb explosion
near the Trincomalee Clock Tower on
16 August. An indefinite curfew was
imposed immediately following the ex-
plosion.

The bomb blast was carried out,
allegedly by LTTE cadres, to coincide
with the opening of the market which
was shut down for repairs following a
previous bomb attack on July 21,

The civilian victims of the explosion
included Sinhalese, Tamils and Mus-
lims.

Additional contingents of Indian
troops were rushed to Trincomalee
following the explosion as tension
mounted in the city. Heavily armed
IPKF men patrolled the streets.

A bomb exploded in a cinema at
Kantalai on 21 August ripping
through the building a few minutes
before the 6pm show was to commence.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Please send all communications
to the following new address

TAMIL TIMES
P.0. BOX 121
SUTTON, SURREY SM1 3TD
UNITED KINGDOM
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RONNIE DE MEL JOINS SLFP

. BEG

Ronnie de Mel’s erstwhile colleagues of
the ruling United National Party
(UNP) which he had served for 11
years as Minister of Finance and Plan-
ning denied him the opportunity of the
traditional farewell speech to mark his
well publicised cross-over from the
government benches to the opposition.
Ronnie had in advance sought the
indulgence of the Speaker to make his
dramatic gesture. He came with a well
prepared speech. As the appointed
time of 9.38 am on 12 August arrived,
there were less than 20 MPs in Parlia-
ment. It was filled with MPs only a few
minutes earlier. The Speaker’s atten-
tion was drawn by one UNP MP to the
lack of a quorum and the sessions were
promptly adjourned despite protesta-
tions from Ronnie, the deserter.

Speaking to the Parliamentary
Press Corps from the Opposition Lead-
er’s office shortly following his dis-
appointing experience at the hands of
his erstwhile UNP colleagues, Ronnie
after announcing his resignation from
the UNP ‘with immediate effect’, ex-
claimed, “I was not allowed to make a
farewell speech after being a Parlia-
mentarian for 21 years. For 11 years, I
was the Minister of Finance in the
UNP government. I ask: Is this the
democracy in Sri Lanka now? Is this
the freedom of speech the people en-
Jjoyed and is this the freedom of speech
given to Members of Parliament? I can
only say, Oh! liberty, what crimes are
committed in thy name? Oh! democra-
cy, what greater crimes are committed
in thy name?” The complaint about the
UNP’s lack of democracy sounded hol-
low for it came from a man who was
one of its co-practitioners and benefi-
ciaries for the last 11 years.

llifated speech
Ever since Ronnie made his illfated

speech at the tail end of the debate on -

his eleventh consecutive budget late
last year, his future in the UNP be-
came a big question mark. In a rather
uncharacteristic intervention by a
Minister who prided himself as the
then longest serving Finance Minister
in the country, Ronnie said:

“This, | feel, may be nty last budget.
| think eleven is enough. | hope we
will have Provincial Council elections
and also Parliamentary elections next
year ... | think we should hold them
before the people of this country get
up and say, ‘In God’s name, Go’ . .. |
think it is no secret that if | had a free
vote, | would not have voted for the
Referendum . . . Most of our troubles
stemmed from the fact that we did not
hold Parliamentary elections at the
correct time . . . | think this Parliament

is stale. It is obsolete and obsoles-
cent.” ‘

Ronnie is no fool. He certainly would
have known of the inevitable consequ-
ences of such a scathing denunciation
of President Jayawardene’s unique
practice of his ‘Five Star’ version of
democracy! His arch rivals within the
government bayed for his blood. He
resigned before he was sacked for
breaching cabinet collective responsi-
bility. The UNP’s Working Committee
called for his explanation for alleged
infringement of party discipline.
Efforts were made to get Ronnie to
retract his speech to enable his early
rehabilitation into the Cabinet. But he
was only prepared to express his re-
grets for any feelings of hurt he might
have caused. The Working Committee
was not satisfied. Ronnie’s future in
the UNP hung in the balance.

Characteristic move

Ronnie went abroad on a prolonged
holiday to allew things to ‘settle down’.
When he returned, he remained out of
the limelight. When clear signals were
given by the President that the Pres-
idential elections would be held by the
end of this year and the general elec-
tion next year, Ronnie presumably
gave thought to his future political
prospects and made his characteristic
move. He resigned from the UNP and
promptly joined the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party.

Changing parties is not a novel
experience for Ronnie, the most intelli-
gent political weathercock in the coun-
try according to the Opposition Leader,
Anura Bandaranaike. Amply provided
with ancestral inheritence, he had res-
igned from the then prestigious Ceylon
Civil Service in the late 1950’s, and
became an instant admirer of the late
Philip Gunawardene who was at that
time leading the Mahajana Eksath
Peramuna. Then he became one of the
vociferous leaders of the Bauddha
Jathika Balavegaya (National Buddh-
ist Force), an extremist Sinhala-
Buddhist ethno-religious organisation,
along with the late L.H. Methananda
and N.Q. Dias. He joined the SLFP in
1964 and was virtually in the political
wilderness along with the SLFP when
it was defeated by the UNP in 1965
general elections. SLFP-led United
Front was swept into power with a
near 3/4 majority. However, his ex-
pectations of a reasonable high port-
folio commensurate with his self-
proclaimed qualifications and undis-
guised ambition did not materialise.
During the waning days of the United
Front regime, he resigned from the
SLFP and functioned as an indepen-

dent MP from the opposition.
Severe blow

In the run-up to the 1977 general
elections, Ronnie joined the UNP
which he had previously denounced as
an anti-national capitalist gang. After
the elections, President Jayawardene
rewarded him with the cabinet port-
folio of Minister of Finance and Plan-
ning, a post he held for 11 years.

The resignation of Ronnie is a severe
blow for the UNP and President
Jayawardene in particular. During the
critical days immediately preceeding
and following the July 1987 Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement, Ronnie loyally
stood by the President and supported
his actions. This was the time Prime
Minister Premadasa and Minister of
National Security Lalith Athulath-
mudali openly expressed disagreement
with the President’s actions and indeed
defiantly boycotted the ceremonies
connected with the Indian PM’s visit
and the ceremonies connected with the
Agreement. Therefore, it came as no
surprise when Ronnie disclosed that
the President had tried to prevent his
resignation by offering him a combina-
tion of important portfolios such as the
Ministry of Finance and Planning,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Ministry of Provincial Administration.

It does not seem that Ronnie res-
igned from the UNP in consequence of
any serious differences about policy or
principles. The main reason would
appear to be that his rivals within the
UNP hierarchy obstructed his honour-
able return to the fold by insisting on a
full retraction of his speech of Decem-
ber last year. Even that speech was not
the product of a conscious commitment
to the higher ideals of representative
democracy on his part. Ronnie says
that he made that speech at a time of
great stress. The UNP’s General
Secretary, Harsha Abeywardene, had
been gunned down by the JVP and
shock-stricken MPs were getting ready
to attend the funeral; the atmosphere
in the country was heavy with tension
and the speech was intended to defuse
the situation.

Wisest fool

For the SLFP, which has been in
disarray and without men of
heavyweight class at leadership level,
Ronnie joining it has been a big boost.
In his first intervention in Parliament
as an opposition MP, he made a wide
ranging and scathing attack upon his
erstwhile colleagues of the UNP. Dur-
ing the debate on the extension of the
Emergency on 25 August, he charged
‘powerful sections’ within the govern-
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ment of sabotaging the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement and thereby delaying the
withdrawal of the Indian troops from
the island. Ronnie, who had always
advocated a negotiated political solu-
tion to the ethnic conflict instead of the
military solution that the Minister of
National Security had been pursuing,
said that the government could have
solved the problem without the in-
volvement of India if ‘certain powerful
elements within the government did
not engage in a tug-of-war and acts of
sabotage.’

Directing his attack on the Minister
of National Security, Lalith Athulath-

mudali, in connection with the debacle
of the bogus agreement with the JVP,
Ronnie said, “There should have been a
real agreement unlike the spurious
one signed recently which led to the
greatest faux pas of the century. It was
done by the wisest fool in the country.”

A leading light of the extremist
Bauddha Jathika Balawegaya in the
1960’s, on the ethnic question Ronnie
turned out to be one of the more
moderate Ministers in Jayawardene’s
cabinet. He supported the setting up of
Provincial Councils and the Indo-Sri
Lanka agreement. He was the Minis-
ter-in-Waiting when the Indian PM

arrived in the island to sign the Agree-
ment. Now he has joined the SLFP, a
party which boycotted the ceremonies
associated with the signing of the
Agreement; a party which has de-
clared its opposition to that Agreement
and the establishment of the Provin-
cial Councils. Will Ronnie display the
cynical opportunism characteristic of
many Sri Lankan politicians and turn
out to be the ‘champion of the Sinhala
race’, or will he make an effort to wean
the SLFP away from its entrenched
extremist positions on the ethnic ques-
tion? The next few months will provide
the answer.

LTTE SEEKS IPKF WITHDRAWAL
- AND REFERENDUM ON ACCORD

The Indian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) in Sri Lanka should withdraw
to be replaced by an international
peace keeping force and a referendum
in the Tamil areas should be held
supervised by an international moni-
toring body to determine whether the
Tamil people accept the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement, states a press re-
lease issued by the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The text of the
press release dated 9 August states:

“Since the signing of the Rajiv-J.R.
Accord, the Indian position has been
that the LTTE should lay down arms
and accept the Accord. But this accord
was signed without taking into consid-
eration the aspirations of the Tamil
people.

“Following' the Accord, the Indian
army of aggression entered Tamil
Eelam under the guise of a Peace
Keeping Force. Yet the problems of the
Tamils have not been resolved. In-
stead, the Tamil problem became more
aggravated than even before.

“Sinhala colonisation continued in
Tamil Eelam. The other militant
groups were trained and armed and
brought to Tamil Eelam with the sole
objective of wiping out the Liberation
Tigers. The Indian Government kept
quiet when Sri Lanka arrested our
leaders and attempted to take them to
Colombo by force. The Indian Peace
Keeping Force which was sent to
Tamil Eelam to protect the Tamils,
functioned under Jayewardene who
was committing genocide of the
Tamils.

“Our position is that the Rajiv-J.R.
Accord was not intended to safe-guard
the interests of the Tamils. But we
pledged to co-operate with the imple-
mentation of the Accord if it protects
the interests of our people.

“The Indian government and its
Prime Minister have unleashed a mali-
cious propaganda campaign in the
world arena against the LTTE, claim-
ing that our organisation was fright-
ened to face the people in the elections

and therefore, refuse to lay down the
arms. They allege that the LTTE has
no concern about the interests of the
Tamil people and claimed that the
people of Tamil Eelam support the
Rajiv-J R. Accord. Though it claims
itself as the largest democracy in the
world, the Government of India is
refusing to hold elections in Tamil
Nadu saying that conditions are not
suitable. Yet the Government of India
insists that there should be elections in
Tamil Eelam.

“We have been exposing to the world
the aggressive tendencies of the Indian
government and the false propaganda
carried out by the Indian state to cover
up its intentions.

“The problems of the Tamil people
are not going to be resolved if the
LTTE accepts the Accord, lay down the
arms and participate in the elections.
It is because of this fact we have been
pleading, over and over again, that the
Government of India should effect an
unconditional ceasefire and resume
negotiation to discuss the problems
facing our people. The government of
India has rejected our pleas and cam-
paign that we are frightened to face

the people in the elections. We are
prepared to face our people in the
elections. But we want to ask whether
India is prepared to face our people. We
wish to call upon the Government of
India to hold a referendum to deter-
mine the following issues.

1. The people of Tamil Eelam do not
accept the Indo-Sri Lankan Accord.

2. The Indian army of aggression
should be withdrawn from Tamil
Eelam. An International Peace Keep-
ing force should be sent to Tamil areas.

3. The Liberation Tigers are the
representatives of the people of Tamil
Eelam.

4. An International observers
group should be appointed to monitor
the referendum. .

“The LTTE is prepared to accept the
Indo-Sri Lankan Accord if they are
defeated in the referendum. )

“We are aware that the Government
of India will not respond favourably to
our request. But our call for a referen-
dum will definitely indicate to the
world that the LTTE is prepared to
face the people at any time.”

COURT ORDERS IPKF COMMANDER
TO PRODUCE DETAINEE

The Court of Appeal directed Brigadier
Manjith Singh, Commanding Officer,
IPKF camp Vavuniya, to produce in
Court Kenga Parameswaran, who it is
alleged is detained at the IPKF camp,
Vavuniya

The Directive follows the failure of
Brigadier Singh to respond to notice
issued on him, on May 6 to appear in
Court.

The petitioner in this case Sumathy
Parameswaran, sister of Kenga,
alleges that her brother a volunteer
attached to the Refugees Rehabilita-
tion Fund was arrested by the officers
of the IPKF camp, Vavuniya on April 5

and is presently detained at the camp.

When the matter came up in Court,
Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam, Senior
Counsel for the petitioner submitted
that Brigadier Manjith Singh, is sub-
Ject to the laws of this land as long as
he lives here.

Counsel moved that a Writ of
Habeas Corpus be issued on Brigadier
Singh, directing him to produce Kenga
in Court forthwith.

Mr. Ponnambatam also told Court
that representations made by his
Jjunior counsels and the Government
Agent, Vavuniya to the Commanding
Officer of the IPKF camp, had been of
no avail. :
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UN Sub-Commission on Human Rights s

NGOs CALL FOR CEASEFIRE
AND NEGOTIATIONS

Attacks on Human Rights Workers Condemned

Several UN recognised Non-Governmental Orga-
nisations called for a ceasefire in the present
fighting between the Indian Peace Keeping
Force and the dominant Tamil militant group,
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and for a
negotiated political solution to conflict in Sri
Lanka during the 40th Session of the UN Sub-
Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities (generally known
as the Human Rights Sub-Commission).

While condemning the violations of human

The following is the text of the
intervention made by the Secretary
General of International Alert, Mr.
Martin Ennals, on behalf of the Minor-
ity Rights Group. His intervention was
endorsed and co-sponsored. by several

other NGOs including Human Rights.

Advocates, Pax Cristi, International
Commission of Jurists, Pax Romana,
League for the Rights and Liberation
of Peoples, International Movement for
Fraternal Union Among Races and
People, and Minority Rights Group:—
“The UN Commission on Human
Rights, its Sub-Commission and other
international human rights organisa-
tions have been deeply concerned ab-
out the human rights situation in Sri
Lanka in the context of the ethnic
conflict that has been plagueing the
island for the past several years.

“Among other issues, arbitrary
arrests, detention without trial for
prolonged periods, torture of detainees,
deaths in custody, extra-judicial kill-
ings and the operation of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act and Emergency
Regulations promulgated under the
country’s internal security laws have
been the subject of several reports by
reputed international human rights
organisations and Human Rights Com-
mission’s Working Group on Enforced
or Involuntary Disappearances and
the UN Special Rapporteurs on Tor-
ture and Arbitrary Killings.

“The concern with which the Com-
mission on Human Rights viewed the
situation in Sri Lanka was reflected
when the Commission at its 43rd Ses-
sions unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion on Sri Lanka. h

Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement

“The signing of the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement in July 1987 by Sri Lanka’s
President J.R. Jayawardene and the
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
raised much hope about a negotiated
peaceful resolution of the ethnic con-
flict, a return to harmonious rela-

tionship between the island’s Sinhala
and Tamil communities and an end to
abuse of human rights.

“The Agreement, inter alia, provided
for a degree of devolution of executive
and legislative powers through the
establishment of Provincial Councils
as a means of meeting the demand for
autonomy by the Tamil community,
the surrender of weapons by Tamil
militant groups, a general amnesty for
Tamil political prisoners and for the
discussion on ’residual matters’ in dis-
pute. Following an invitation by Presi-
dent Jayewardene, the Indian Peace
Keeping Force arrived in the island in
the wake of the signing of the Agree-
ment.

“One year after the Agreement, it is
evident that the hopes and expecta-
tions raised a year earlier have not
been fulfilled.

@ To begin with, extremist ele-
ments within the Sinhala community
represented by the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party "and the JVP (Peoples
Liberation Front) opposed the Agree-
ment and the latter initiated a cam-
paign of violence which continues to
this day unabated. Government par-

. ty members and supporters, state

officials and security service person-
nel, and even those belonging to the
opposition United Socialist Alliance
which support the Agreement have
become victims of this campaign of
terror and murder.

The Provincial Council Law
enacted by the government in pur-
suance to the Agreement has been
described as inadequate to meet with
‘aspirations’ of the Tamil people. The
Agreement also provided for further
negotiations on outstanding matters
but such negotiations have not take
place.

@ There was renewed violence in
the north and east of the country in
consequence of internecine armed
fighting between and among Tamil
militant groups and following attacks

rights by the Sri Lankan security forces and the
IPKF, they also denounced the targetting of
independent human rights organisations and
individual activists. Special attention was drawn
to the death threats made by the Janatha Vimuk-
thi Peramuna (JVP) upon human rights orga-
nisations in south Sri Lanka and the murder of
Fr. Chandra Fernando the abduction of K.
Kanthasamy by members of some Tamil militant
groups in the north and east of the country.

upon Sinhala settlers in the eastern
province.

@ There was only a partial surren-
der of weapons by Tamil militant
groups.

@ Dispute in regard to the com-
position of an interim administration
for the north and east remained
unresolved.

@ On the alleged ground that the
Tamil militant groups had not
observed the Agreement in regard to
the surrender of weapons, the Gov-
ernment suspended the release of
Tamil political prisoners which it had
begun immediately after the Agree-
ment.

® The dominant Tamil militant
group, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) accused the Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) of
assisting the other Tamil militant
groups to launch attacks upon the
LTTE, whereas other Tamil militant
groups accused the LTTE of trying to
physically eliminate them. The LTTE
has been asserting its claim to ‘sole
representation’ on behalf of the
Tamils but the other Tamil militant
groups have contested this claim.

@ Eventually the IPKF launched
an offensive in October 1987 against
the LTTE and its bases claiming that
the offensive was aimed at enforcing
the provisions of Agreement in re-
gard to the surrender of weapons.
The resulting confrontation between
the IPKF and LTTE has been fierce
and is continuing to this day. Besides
the casualities on both sides to this
confrontation, over 1000 Tamil civi-
lians are estimated to have died in
the offensive mounted by the IPKF in
the northern city. Many buildings
and homes have been destroyed.
There are many independent reliable
reports of arbitrary killings and rape
of women in many instances attri-
buted to the IPKF.

@ The IPKF is presently engaged
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in cordon and search operations in
the north and east of the country.
Hundreds of Tamil youth whom the
IPKF alleges as members of the
LTTE have been rounded up and
detained in the course of these opera-
tions. Instances of torture and deaths
in custody have been established by
reliable testimony.

® The glimmer of hope raised by
‘informal negotiations’ between Indi-
an officials and LTTE leaders in
Madras and South India disappeared
when negotioations broke down in
early July this year. Since then, the
operations by the IPKF have been
intensified and the LTTE has ex-
pressed its determination to engage
in a protracted guerilla struggle.

In the South

® The JVP continues with its cam-
paign of killing all those who support
the grant of limited autonomy
through the establishment of Provin-
cial Councils and those who support
the Indo-Sri- Lanka Agreement. An
estimated 325 persons have been
killed in the course of this campaign.

® The Government has responded
to this JVP campaign by resorting to
the use of arbitrary arrests and de-
tention of persons alleged to be mem-
bers of the JVP. Many cases of tor-
ture and ‘disappearances’ also have
been reported. To meet the threat of
individual assassinations, the Gov-
ernment has promoted the creation
or armed private ‘vigilantes’, and
distributed weapons to Ministers,
MPs,s and other senior state officials
besides security service personnel.
There is also increased use of the
Special Task Force and other para-
military forces. The government has
also enacted a law granting immun-
ity to security service personnel who
might break the law in the course of
performing their functions.

Attacks on Human

. Rights Workers

@ For the first time, human rights
activists and independent social and
relief workers have become targets of
non-state armed entities.

® Organisations like the Civil
Rights Movement, Campaign for the
Release of Political Prisoners, Move-
ment for Inter-Racial Justice and
Equality, Centre for Society and Reli-

gion, Marga Institute, etc., which have
been active in the past in raising issues
concerning the violation of human and
democratic rights, and which have
advocated a negotiated political solu-
tion to the ethnic conflict by the grant
of the legitimate rights of the Tamil
people, and which supported the Indo-
Sri Lanka Agreement as a means to
settle the conflict have received death
threats from the Patriotic Armed Unit,
which is believed to be the armed wing
of the JVP. It is this organisation
which assassinated the leader of the
United Socialist Alliance, Mr Vijaya
Kumaranatunga.

® In the north and east of the
island, independent human rights
activists, members of local Citizens
Committees and Relief and Social Ser-
vice organisations have not only come
under pressure to fall in line with the
demands of armed groups, but have
also been killed, kidnapped or dis-
appeared . Members of Citizens Com-
mittees who have an independent
approach are forced to resign and in
their place those who are likely to fall
in line are substituted. A Catholic
priest, Father Chandra Fernando who

‘was the Secretary of the Batticaloa

Citizens Committee in the eastern pro-
vince was murdered in his own church
in June this year allegedly by an
armed Tamil group. A dedicated and
committed human righs activist and

who concentrated his efforts to provide -

relief and rehabilitation in Tamil
areas, Mr K. Kanthasamy was kidnap-
ped by an armed Tamil group in north-
ern Jaffna on June 19 and has not been
seen since. Eye-witnesses to the kid-
napping have alleged that a Tamil
militant was responsible for his kid-
napping and ‘disappearance’.

® Such targetting, threats, kidnap-
pings and killings pose a grave danger
to independent and impartial human
rights, social and relief workers,

“The Commission on Human Rights
and its Sub-Commission and Non-
Governmental Organisation con-
cerned with the situation in Sri Lanka
have at all times advocated the non-
use of violence and called upon all
parties to arrive at a negotiated solu-
tion to the ethnic conflict and other
associated problems facing the people
of Sri Lanka. They have also called for
an end to human rights violations and
impartial investigations into such
violations.

“Taking account of the present
situation in Sri Lanka, we urge the °
Sub-Commission on the Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of -
Minorities to:

® Call for a ceasefire of armed
hostilities between the IPKF and the
LTTE; .

® Call upon all parties to recog-
nise the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement
as a basis for the settlement of the
ethnic problems, and to initiate nego-
tiations on outstanding matters in
dispute with a view to reaching a
comprehensive negotiated settle- ,
ment:

@ Specifically call upon the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party and the Peo-
ples Liberation Front (JVP) to Jjoin in
the process of helping the resolution
of the problem by negotiations; and
in this context call upon the Peoples
Liberation Front (JVP) to end its
present armed campaign;

@ Call upon the Tamil militant
groups to bring an end to their
internecine armed conflicts and re-
solve their differences by democratic
discussion recognising each other’s
rights to exist and function within
the framework of the law and gener-
ally accepted principle of democracy;

@ Call upon the government to
release all political prisoners forth-
with;

® Call upon the government to
institute impartial investigations
into all cases of alleged torture arbit-
rary killings and ‘disappearances’;

® Condemn the killing of Rev.
Father Chandra Fernando and the
abduction of K. Kanthasamy, call for
the release of the latter, and call
upon all parties, including the gov-
ernment, the JVP and Tamil mili-
tant groups, to recognise the right of
independent human rights activists,
members of Citizen Committes, Re-
lief and Social Service organisations
to perform their much valued ser-
vices without pressure, threat or
intimidation.

@ Call upon the Working Group
on Enforced or Involuntary Dis-
appearances and the Special Rappor-
teurs on Torture and Arbitrary Kill-
ings to pursue their investigations
into violations of human rights and
humanitarian law in Sri Lanka.”

“Human Rights Violations Continue In Sri Lanka”

The following is an excerpt relating to
the situation in Sri Lanka from the
speech made during the recently held
UN Sub-Commission on Human
Rights by Ms. Sandra Coliver on behalf
of Human Rights Advocates:

“Human Rights Advocates join with
other NGOs that have addressed the
Sri Lanka situation in expressing our
deep concern over continuing viola-
tions of human rights committed by all

parties to the conflict there. The par-
ties include the armies of the two
governments involved - the Indian
Peace Keeping Force and the Sri Lank-
an Army - and the two non-state
militant forces, those of the Sinhalese
including the Peoples Liberation Front
or JVP, and those of the Tamils,
including the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam.

“Human Rights Advocates is espe-

cially alarmed by attacks during the
past year on human rights defenders, :
including Father Chandra Fernando®
and Mr. Kanthasamy. Those two peo-
ple, and other members of citizens
committees and relief and social ser-
vice organizations, far from using or;
advocating violence, actively have
been working for a restoration of peace
and respect from human rights.

Continued on page 9 :
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From page 7

“Since the Commission, in resolution
1987/61, expressed its concern as to
the situation, India and Sri Lanka, in
July of 1987, entered into an Accord.
Now, one year after the signing of that
Accord, it is clear that expectations for
a prompt and peaceful resolution of the
conflict have not been fulfilled. To the
contrary, human rights violations con-

_tinue; and the Sri Lankan Government
has neither been able to maintain
respect for human rights and huma-
nitarian law nor cooperated sufficient-
ly with the International Committee of
the Red Cross.

“Accordingly, Mr. Chairman, Hu-
man Rights Advocates respectfully
urged the Sub-Commission, this ses-
sion, to call the situation in Sri Lanka
again to the attention of the Commis-
sion and, in particualar:

(1) To request the Working Group
on Enforced or Involuntary Dis-
appearances and the Special Rappor-
teurs on torture and on summary and
arbitrary executions to vigorously
pursue investigations of reliably
attested charges of violations;

(2) To call on the Government of
Sri Lanka to permit the International
Committee of the Red Cross to fulfill
its functions, including the provision
of assistance and protection to vic-
tims of all affected parties; and to
institute impartial investigations into
all allegations of extrajudicial kill-
‘ings, disappearances, acts of torture,
and unlawful detentions;

(3) To call for a ceasefire between
the IPKF and the LTTE;

(4) To call on all parties to recog-
nize the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord as a
basis for the settlement;

(6) To condemn all extrajudicial
killings, disappearances, acts of tor-
ture, and unlawful detentions;

(6) To call on each party to end the
commission of those violations for
which it is responsible; and

(7) To call on all parties to respect
the right of human rights defenders
to monitor, publicize, and protest
violations, without intimidation or
persecution.”

THONDAMAN SEEKS
" MORE TV TIME
FOR TAMILS

The Minister of Rural Industries and
President of the Ceylon Workers Con-
gress, Mr.S. Thondaman, has told the
Chairman of the Sri Lanka Rupavahi-
ni (TV) Corporation of the need for
telecasting more Tamil TV prog-
rammes.

Mr. Thondaman has pointed out
that in the multi-ethnic society in Sri
Lanka, Tamil programmes should
have a fair share of TV time and at
present, Tamil TV viewers would
appear to have good reasons to say
that they were being neglected.

In his letter to the Chairman, Mr.
Thondaman has stated that he was
aware of the difficulties in regard to
producing Tamil programmes of quali-
ty locally. He had suggested that until
good and adequate number of Tamil
programmes were produced locally,
Rupavahin should consider buying
some of the excellent Tamil program-
mes produced in Madras.

SP & DRIVER SHOT
DEAD IN JAFFNA

The Superintendent of Police in Jaffna,
Mr. P. Rajeswaran and his driver K.A.
Paul, a police constable were shot dead
by a group of three Tamil youth on
August 7.

Mr. Rajeswaran whose office was
located in the Jaffna fort had gone in
his official car to visit his family in
Tholpuram some 6 miles off Jaffna
when he was confronted by the three
gunmen near his home. The driver was
ordered to get off the car, asked to run
and as he ran was gunned down.
Rajeswaran and his daughter who
were in the car were also ordered out,
the daughter was asked to move away
from her father, and the SP was gun-
ned down in front of his screaming
daughter with automatic weapons.

SP Rajeswaran had assumed duties
in Jaffna a few weeks after the signing
of the Indo-Sri Lanka agreement in
July last year. He was not engaged in
any normal police functions as there
are no police stations functioning in
Jaffna.

Soldier guns
down two
Colleagues

A soldier shot down two of his col-
leagues at the Unnaruwa Army Camp
in the Minuwangoda Police area and
got away with a Chinese-made T56
automatic assault rifle on 14 August.

They said the incident occured
around 10.00pm in the camp, situated
in a Sarvodaya building about one and
a half miles from the Minuwangoda
Police station on the Andiambalama-
Minuwangoda road.

Police said that the suspect-soldier is
believed to have escaped in a van and
all Police stations were informed of the
incident immediately after it was re-
ported.

Police said they suspect the soldier to
be a subversive.

In a bid to take no chances, cordon
and search operation was conducted in
the vicinity of the incident in a bid to
arrest the suspect-soldier if he was
anywhere around there.

Sunday night’s incident was similar
to the Oruwela incident where a sol-
dier shot dead several of his colleagues,
Police said. The Unnaruwa shooting
and escape were ‘well planned’, Police
added.

The suspect-soldier, Police said,
‘wanted to take away two or three
T56s. Somehow his plan failed and he
had to be satisfied with only one of
them.

JAFFNA RAIL TRACK BLASTED
7 IPKF MEN KILLED

Train services to Jaffna were again
suspended following a land mine explo-
sion which blasted the northern rail
track three miles south of Mankulam
on 13 August.

The Jaffna bound Yal Devi train
which departed on August 12 at
11.30pm from Colombo Central Fort
station with approximately 1,500 pas-
sengers reached Puliyankulam by
9.30am on 13 August. When it was
realised that the track had been
blasted, the train returned to Vavu-
niya having dropped the passengers at
Puliyankulam from where they
reached their destinations with great
difficulty by private transport.

The train services to Jaffna which
had been suspended for a year were
resumed only on 5 August to be run
during weekends. Following the blast
the Railway authorities have
announced an indefinite suspension of
services to Jaffna.

The IPKF launched an immediate
cordon and search operation and while
attempting to repair the damaged
track became victims of three other
land mine explosions caused allegedly
by Tamil militants belonging to the

LTTE. It is reported that 7 members of
the IPKF were killed and a number of
their vehicles were damaged by these
explosions.

Although the destruction of the rail-
way track is attributed to the LTTE, it
has been speculated that there are
others who do not want a resumption
of train services to Jaffna. A lucrative
private coach transport service has
come into being in recent years be-
tween Jaffna and Colombo, and it is
suggested that these vested interests
might have had a hand in seeing a

.continued suspension of the train ser-

vices. ‘

In the meantime, the IPKF Com-
mandant’s office in Jaffna issued an
announcement fixing the fares be-
tween Colombo and Jaffna for
cushioned coaches and mini buses —
the fare for a single journey in a
cushioned coach is Rs. 100. and for a'
mini bus is Rs. 90. The order states
that the fares should be displayed on
windscreens of the vehicles with im-
mediate effect and warns of drastic
action including confiscation of vehi-
cles if passengers are called upon to
pay more than the fixed rate.




10 TAMIL TIMES

SEPTEMBER 1988

DISCORDANT

ACCORD

India blundered badly in Sri Lanka

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s
‘accords’ had acquired such a malodour
by July 29, 1987, when he signed an
agreement with President
J.R.Jayewardene on the Sri Lankan
ethnic tangle in Colombo, that K.
Natwar Singh, minister of state for
external affairs, was at pains to
emphasise in Parliament that it was
not an ‘accord’ but an agreement. To be
precise, the one he had signed with
Sant Harchand Singh Longowal on
July 24, 1985 was entitled ‘memoran-
dum of settlement’. While Rajiv Gan-
dhi wrecked it by going back on its
terms, he was able to conclude the Sri
Lankan accord only by going back on
the two fundamentals on which rested
India’s entire mediatory effort since
1983.

One was that India was a mediator.
It was for the Sri Lankan government
and the Tamil groups to arrive at an
accord of their own free will. Whether
in Colombo, New Delhi, Thimpu, or
Bangalore, India had played the role of
a mediator. The other was that “this is
a political problem and only a political
settlement offers a long-term solution.”

Under the Indo-Sri Lankan agree-
ment India settled with Sri Lanka the
terms of a solution to the ethnic issue
and undertook to ‘underwrite and
guarantee’ that settlement with its
armed might. In the process it has

Flae zmttatw. RaJw Gandhi and J R Jayewardene

expended Indian life, blood and money.
In return, Sri Lanka recorded in an
exchange of letters an ‘understanding’
which respected some of India’s
strategic concerns.

Now, a year later, the ‘solution’ to
the ethnic problem has come unstuck;
the time schedules stipulated and the
procedures devised have been ignored;
the guarantee has proved open-ended;
the costs have mounted beyond ex-
pectations; India has alienated every-
one concerned; President Jayewardene
cleverly wants the ‘understanding’ on
security matters to become reciprocal
and weak; and Rajiv Gandhi has
reaped unpopularity rather than
praise for the accord. India looks fool-
ish everywhere. Especially in the eyes
of Indians who care to keep them open.

The agreement was concluded in
haste and is flawed intrinsically. Elec-
tions to provincial councils were to be
held within three months and in any
event before the end of 1987.

There was no definite settlement at
all on the heart of the matter — the
powers of the councils. The proposals
‘negotiated’ from May 4, 1986 to De-
cember 19, 1986 were to be ‘accepted’.
The matters ‘residual’ were to be re-
solved between Sri Lanka and India.
There was no provision for consulting
the Tamils. That India bound itself not
to allow its territory to be used for

ey

® Rajiv Gandhi has reaped unpopularity rather than praise for
the accord. India looks foolish everywhere. Especially in the eyes
of Indians who care to keep them open.

activities prejudicial to Sri Lanka was
understandable. It is an obligation in
international law, anyway. That it
undertook ‘to guarantee and enforce
the cessation of hostilities’ was also,
perhaps, understandable. But why did
India undertake ‘to afford military
assistance to implement these propos-
als’ which provided the mere outlines
of a settlement? ‘

The mess began from the very begin-
ning. Just the day before the agree-
ment was signed, the PM confidently
told opposition leaders that the hostili-
ties would cease within 24 hours after
the signing. The day after the docu-
ment was signed, Indian troops landed
in the Jaffna peninsula. On August 1
the PM blithely told a public meeting
in Allahabad that the Tamils “have got
much more than what they were de-
manding.”

This was before the councils’ powers
had been definitely specified. He also
asserted “we have succeeded in getting
certain things included in the accord
which will strengthen our country”.
The claims became taller as the des-
cent into the mess became deeper:

August 2, 1987: The PM addressed a
massive public meeting in Madras and
declared “there should be no sympathy
for anyone who acts against this agree-
ment.” He added: “I am told no such
agreement has been signed by any
country in the world at least in this
century. It is an agreement without
any precedent in history. It is an
agreement which does not have a
parallel in the world.” He did not
reveal the identity of the person who
provided this education. He said that
the militants had agreed with the
accord. It was not an imposition: “The
militants could have reached an agree-
ment with the Sri.Lanka government
in the past four years, if they wanted
to.”

August 4: LTTE leader V. Prabhakar-
an addressed a public meeting in Jaff-
na: “This agreement, concluded sud-
denly and with great speed between
India and Sri Lanka, without consult-
ing our people and without consulting
us, our people’s representatives, is
being implemented with expedition
and urgency . .. We made it emphati-
cally clear to the Indian government
that we were unable to accept this
agreement. But the Indian govern-
ment stood unbudging on the point
that whether we accepted or did not
accept the agreement, it was deter-
mined to put it into effect. We were not
taken by surprise by this stand of the
Indian government.” The accord ‘con-
tains within itself clauses for binding
Sri Lanka within India’s superpower
orbit’ The PM offered him “certain
assurances . .. I do have faith in the
straightforwardness of the Indian
Prime Minister . . . We decided to hand
over our weapons to the IPKF.”
August 5: Sri Lanka declared an
amnesty for those who surrendered
arms. At a symbolic ceremony Dileep
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Yogi surrendered a revolver to the
defence secretary of Sri Lanka in the
presence of Major-Gen. Harkirat Singh
of the IPKF. Prabhakaran declared
that LTTE would not allow the
reemergence of PLOTE, EPRLF, and
TELO as they were ‘anti-social.’ '
September 1: LTTE declared that it
had taken over the civil administration
of the Tamil areas.

September 13: LTTE put forth some
demands — end to Sinhala colonisation;
closure of police and army camps,
release of militants, etc.

September 15: LTTE launched a ‘non-
violent agitation’ in support of its de-
mands.

@® The IPKF has cost the coun-
try Rs 97.8 crore — up to May 31,
1988. The death toll: 534 Indian
soldiers; 800 militants and 1,700
civilians. :

September 19: Prabhakaran accused
RAW of stirring up intra-group vio-
lence in Sri-Lanka.

September 20: Government of India
warned LTTE of stiff action unless it
stopped the acts of violence against
other groups in which 100 Tamils and
others had been killed. .
September 26: LTTE leader
Thileepan died after a 12-day fast.
September 28: The Indian High Com-
mission and LTTE signed ‘agreed mi-
nutes’ on the setting up of an interim
administrative council of 12 members.
It was to comprise five from LTTE, two
from TULF, two Sinhalese, two Mus-
lims, one of whom was to be an LTTE
nominee, and a chief administrator to
be appointed from a list of three sub-
mitted by LTTE. Prabhakaran agreed
to surrender ‘the remaining arms’ and
to ‘cooperate in the implementation’ of
the accord subject to the PM’s assur-
ances to him in July.

September 29: President Jayewar-
dene duly set up the council with
C.V.K. Sivagnanam, former Jaffna
municipal commissioner and LTTE
nominee, as administrator.

October 1: LTTE rejected the council
and demanded appointment of another
nominee, N. Pathmanabhan, as admi-
nistrator.

October 2: New Delhi called LTTE’s
action a ‘complete breach of faith’ and
contrary to the ‘agreed minutes’. The
13th Constitution amendment bill and
the provincial councils bill were
gazetted.

October 3: Prabhakaran accused New
Delhi of ‘breach of faith’ and of ‘align-
ing’ itself with Colombo.

October 4: 12 LTTE guerrillas, includ-
ing two leaders Kumarappa and Pul-
lendran, committed suicide after their
Sri Lankan captors tried to shift them
from Jaffna to Colombo.

October 7: Nearly 150 Sinhalese were
killed by LTTE in retaliation for the
suicides.

October 9: IPKF began a crackdown
on LTTE bases.

October 26: Jaffna fell to IPKF after a
long delay. Meanwhile, Maj-Gen. Har-
kirat Singh was replaced by Maj-Gen.
A.S. Kalkat.

October 27: The PM said India’s offer
of ceasefire still stood if LTTE laid
down its arms and eschewed violence.
November 6: PM and President
Jayewardene held talks in New Delhi,
after the SAARC summit in Kathman-
du, on the devolution of powers to the
council. The PM said “some problems
had been solved while the remaining
ones are being looked into”. Mrs. Siri-
mavo Bandaranaike said India’s role
was “an exercise of hegemony by a
regional power over its weaker neigh-
bours.”

November 8: The Supreme Court of
Sri Lanka approved both the Bills.
November 9: The PM made a major
statement in Parliament on Sri Lanka.
LTTE ‘deliberately set out to wreck the
agreement ... massacred about 100
members of other Tamil militant
groups’.

November 12: The 13th Constitution
amendment and the provincial coun-
cils bill were passed by Sri Lanka’s
parliament. (On January 22 the elec-
tion law was passed.)

November 19: Prabhakaran issued a
definitive statement setting out his
terms. India should “begin peace talks”
and not “compel us to support fully the
agreement without reservations.”
November 20: India announced a two-
day ceasefire effective the next day.
November 22: India rejected LTTE’s
terms.

November 26: India announced
assurances to militants provided that
they surrendered their arms.
December 15: LTTE announced its
resolve to ‘eliminate’ all rival militant
groups in northern and eastern Sri
Lanka on the anniversary of its attack
on EPRLF in the east. The announce-
ment was made after two days of
fighting with TELO and PLOTE.
January 15, 1988: Prabhakaran
wrote to the PM asking for a ceasefire,
changes in provincial councils propos-
als, and “a crucial role (for LTTE) in
future negotiations” on them.
January 26: President Jayewardene

‘held talks in New Delhi with PM.

February 27: J.N. Dixit said any
attempt by Sri Lanka to circumvent
India by talking secretly to militant
groups would not be accepted.

® On May 22, Kittu, Prabha-
karan’s deputy, said that hav-
ing taken on India militarily
and politically, LTTE is now in
a position to dictate terms.

February 28: LTTE called for ‘uncon-
ditional’ talks with India.

March 2: Lt-Gen. K.B. Mehta, who
retired from the army after participat-
ing in the IPKF, said in Bombay that a
large section of the people in Sri Lanka
are averse to the IPKF, it had suffered

‘very heavy casualties’; the militants
had not hesitated to use women and
children; and LTTE’s feelers were a

ruse.

March 18: Natwar Singh told the
Rajya Sabha that India would not
accept a joint army operation with Sri
Lanka and was prepared to talk to
LTTE if it surrendered arms and
accepted the accord.

March 21: Capt. Raheem of LTTE was
flown back to Madras without Prabha-
karan’s response to PM’s message on
talks. His colleague Johny had fallen to
bullets on his way back from the
Tigers’ den.

March 23: Authoritative press reports
appeared of RAW negotiating with
LTTE.

April 6: Natwar Singh explained in
the Lok Sabha, J.N. Dixit’s remarks to
a pressman about ‘certain payments
made to LTTE in connection with’ the
accord. It was ‘interim financial relief’.
April 14: Press reports of President
JRJ’s parleys with Uma Maheshwaran
of PLOTE.

April 19: Press reports of a RAW-
LTTE accord ‘before the month end’,
LTTE being represented by Kittu and
Rahim in Madras.

April 21: Complete normalcy would
retun to the Northern and Eastern
provinces ‘very soon’, IPKF’s GOC,
Lt-Gen. A.S. Kalkat, declared in
Madras.

April 29: UNP won elections to the
councils of North-central, North-
western, Uva and Sabragamuwa pro-
vinces.

May 5: Natwar Singh referred to re-
ports of secret talks between LTTE
and Sri Lanka government and said
any deal contrary to the accord would
be rejected.

May 15: UNI reported from Colombo
that Indo-LTTE talks had reached a
‘erucial stage’ and an announcement
was expected in the next few days. The
hitch was over the quantity of arms for
surrender and LTTE’s demand for a 52
per cent representation in the council.
May 22: Kittu told a weekly briefing
that having taken on India militarily
and politically, LTTE is now ‘in a
position to dictate terms’. He called for
the scrapping of the bills and for fresh
negotiations.

June 2: The UNP won the elections to
the Western and Central provincial
councils and on June 9 to the Southern
council. Polls remain to be held in the
northeast alone.

June 30: The Sri Lanka government
said in a communique that it would
hold elections to the councils of the
northeastern province after New Delhi
‘agrees to disarm totally LTTE’. It said
that the PM had informed the presi-
dent that LTTE had ‘given indications
of its willingness’ to lay down arms and
work the accord.

July 1: Kittu said in Madras that the
talks with RAW had reached an ‘adv-
anced stage’.

Continued on page 13
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READERS’ FORUM

LIFE, ON THE BRINK
OF ENDURANCE

I returned from Jaffna only two weeks
ago on the 6th of August after a
fortnights stay. During this period I
toured a good part of the peninsula
and meet a cross section of people
which left me with certain strong
impressions which I would like to
share with the Tamils abroad.

1. The dearth of young and middle
aged men is strikingly obvious. The
reasons for this are not difficult to
work out. Not only the grim statistics
confirm that up to two to three
thousand have died in the past year

alone, but the total loss of lives since

the ethnic conflict began in the early
eighties . will run to many more
thousands. Added to this is the mass
exodus of many Tamils to foreign
countries which includes the West and
the Middle East.

Amongst the Youth who are left
behind and are not directly involved in
the Militant movements there is a
desperate desire to seek greener pas-
tures abroad. Exploiting their de-
speration are many so called Travel
Agents who extort huge amounts of
money with the promise of safe deposit
in a foreign land regardless of whether
it is legal according to the regulations
of the Countries concerned. Many
would reckon that this kind of action
has brought the entire Sri Lankan
Tamil Community into disrepute in
the Western eyes. Further more there
are many accounts of Families and
individuals robbed of all their wealth
by criminal Travel Agents who had
disappeared after extracting their
money.

Silent Resignation

2. The resignation of the Jaffna
populace to face any eventuality. The
Tamils in the Western world have a
fairly vivid idea of the atrocities, des-
truction of property, the grim toll of
human lives and the immense
hardships the Jaffna people have en-
dured in the aftermath of the Indo-Sri
Lankan accord. The statistics have
been repeated so often that we in the
Western world even tend to silently
switch off when the subject is men-
tioned. But when one meets with them
face to face the silent resignation in
their faces cannot escape notice. The
resilience of the people has to be seen
to be believed. Perhaps this is not
unique to the Jaffna man and any
human stretched to whatever degree
of endurance will still improvise ways

of keeping alive. The elementary faci-
lities are restricted, the transport can
stop running within a minutes notice,
examinations as important as the
Advanced level can be postponed with-
out prior warning. Shops and Markets
can be ordered to shut and people
asked to observe a curfew on the whim
and fancy of the security forces. Dur-
ing my short stay this happened at
least twice. But the people have come
to expect this as routine of their hard
pressed lives. Nevertheless I felt that
there is a limit to human tolerance
and the Jaffna man is teetering on the
brink of such endurance.

3. There is considerable support
and loyalty to the LTTE by the major-
ity of the Jaffna population. This is
obviously an impression as one does
not have the benefit of conducting an
open poll to estimate popularity. As
one Ayurvedic physican observed ‘I
respect them for their courage, convic-
tion, discipline and self sacrificial
stand.” However no Jaffna man is
physically or emotionally fit to endure
any further escalation of violence not
withstanding their support for the
LTTE.

4. The last and most distressing
impression left in my mind was to see
the educational system both in the
schools and in the university dying a
slow death. By far this is the most
frightening prospect facing the Tamils
who live in Sri Lanka today. The
competition to enter the universities is
unbelievably tough with the aggre-

gate required to qualify being raised

each year. The options to further
education is woefully limited with
Medicine and Engineering still domi-
nating as the preferred courses in the
minds of an average parent as it was
fifteen years ago.

University Education
stand still

The schools are adversely affected
by destruction to buildings, libraries
and laboratories. Hartley College, a
leading educational institution is
forced to conduct its classes in
makeshift buildings remote from their
school premises. St. Johns College is
desperately collecting funds to rebuild
their laboratory.

The university education is at a
stand still in the whole of the nation
let alone in Jaffna. But the Jaffna
University is facing unique difficul-
ties. There is a serious shortage of

staff and personnel in virtually every
department. This is in addition to
extensive damage to University prop-
erty. Jaffna Medical School is no ex-
ception, desperate for staff to keep
their disciplines open. In my brief
encounter with some of the Doctors at
the Jaffna Hospital I was left with two
impressions. ,

Firstly, they deserve our unstinted
admiration and praise for what they
are doing in caring for our people in
the most difficult of circumstances.

Secondly, the Jaffna Medical School
requires the support of every Sri
Lankan Doctor working abroad.

A lot has been said about the ethnic
conflict in the past five years. Far
more has been said about the political
wrangling and efforts to settle the
dispute with the four main forces
namely the Sri Lankan Government,
LTTE, Indian Government and the
Sinhala extremists who have all play-
ed their part to destroy or recreate the
peace as the case may be. We have
read and re-read scores of political
analyses, and hundreds of view points
from learned historians, politicians,
religious leaders, academics and the
like. Many of us are none the wiser
except that these act as catalyst for

‘relaxed conversation at friendly meet-

ings and parties of Sri Lankan Tamils
abroad. Without denigrating the vital
role played by the publication of such
scholarly articles I must confess that
the Tamil community in the North
and East has not tangibly benefitted
by such actions. We need to ask
ourselves as to what we can do, as
humble members of our community to
redress the situation in practical
terms, however small the contribution
may be.

Education Crucial

My humble suggestions would be to
concentrate on Education. Economic
rehabilitation crucial may be, but in
the present context is a non-starter,
until there are sure signs of some form
of durable peace. The future of the
Tamil community lies on the youth
and the future of the youth depends on
the education they can possibly re-
ceive. This statement may sound irra-
tional when the youth have aban-
doned the books in preference to guns.
Nevertheless we need to direct our
attention to education, and education
in the fullest sense and not merely to
become Doctors, Engineers and
Accountants. Most of us are products
of some illustrious schools in Jaffna.
We would do well to make contact.
with our alma mater, be aware of the
needs of the institutions, mobilise sup-
port among the old boys and supply
the needs. There are numerous ways
of helping your old school. One possi-
bility is to support a deserving stu-
dent’s education abroad. Each year
students who are capable of qualifying
the Cambridge entrance come
through the system but they fall by
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the wayside due to lack of information,
guidance and support. The Jaffna Uni-
versity and the Medical Faculty is
another area which needs help. The
Formation of Tamil Doctors Organisa-
tion in London is a welcome move in
this direction as this would serve to
help in specific ways with regard to
many areas of need. Meeting the cost
of foreign medical journals, willing-
ness to spend short term assignments

- with the University are areas which

need serious consideration. There is at

* present an attempt to set-up a Haemo-

dialysis Unit by the Jaffna Doctors.
The enthusiasm is there but they are
hamstrung by lack of expertise. Many
such examples can be quoted. There
are many who are already engaged in
supporting valuable projects such as
the Jaipur Artificial Limb Centre.
These efforts and all other forms of
rehabilitation work deserve our
praise.

As a community we need to think
positive despite the extremity of our
circumstances. Let us realise that the
Youth who is the future of our society
need to survive and be protected from
the forces of darkness that has en-
gulfed our conmmunity. We owe it to
them.

Mahen Muthiah,
Consultant Physician,
Worksop

Notts.

Of birth. They have been led into hate

Houw different are you, young ones, from each other?
I You have indeed a thousand and one things in common
: | And just one, or may be two, points one could summon
I Which are not same, yet pose no real cause for bother.

I My heart weeps and pleads for the bewildered youth
' Of my so-called race, whatever may be the truth
Of the concept of race (in these otherwise blessed
I Civilized times) when considered in the scientific sense.

I They are well-born and well-bred children, God’s creations
I Driven to the courting of death and destruction

| Sadly, seemingly madly, their motivation

' Being a convinced sense of self-preservation.

| I now feel ashamed to say that I was born
| In the Pearly Island. I really am. That I own.

I Do our ancestral faiths preach us to kill and hate? If they

do,

Then I opt not even to glance in the directions
| Of those bloody beliefs. And I will not poke
| The corpses of the disciples of such sickly religions

| With a million million metred pole.

| O, you men with power, slimy sinners in the saddle,
| Do something, soon, to solve the Island’s muddle.

' My heart weeps when of hard-built homes I hear

My heart weeps and bleeds for the youth of my land

And to kill at random. Was this caused by fate?
Or by the will of some big-headed man-gods?

From page 11

July 19: In a panel discussion in
Colombo on ‘One year of Indo-Sri
Lanka Accord: an assessment’, Dixit
warned against ‘new discussions’ be-
tween Sri Lanka and Tamils while
Lands Minister Gamini Dissanayake
expressed dissatisfaction with the
IPKF’s performance — ‘the fourth
largest army in the world being held at
bay by a couple of boys’.

On July 27 it was revealed in the
Lok Sabha that the IPKF had cost the
country Rs 97.8 crore — up to May 31
1988!.

The figures for death are 534 Indian
soldiers; 800 militants and 1,700 civi-
lians (Indian Express; July 25). Last
March Ravi Rikhye estimated (THE
WEEK, March 13-19), that the IPKF
totalled 100,000 men and another
30,000 were being sent.

® RAW'’srolein the Sri Lankan
issue calls for a probe. Imagine
policemen negotiating political
disputes. ..
The only one who played his
cards cleverly is the 20th cen-
tury fox, President J.R.
Jayewardene.

A year after the accord was signed, it

is clear that:
1. The Government of India’s

‘—.—._———_———_—_—_—_——_———————_————.————_—

' Professor Kopan Mahadeva

fire,

wanton waste?
What for aid?
hateful taste?

around with.

And public buildi

assessments, political and military, in
July 1987 were wildly wrong.

2. The accord was intrinsically
flawed. _

3. No gains have accrued to India’s
interests; the letter will lose value with
the demand for a treaty.

4. India is unpopular with both
sides, Sinhalese and Tamils.

5. The PM’s policies were tailored to
domestic ends and were based on
showmanship.

6. Internationally, India looks ridi-
culous taking on the protege, LTTE, it
had armed. v

7. India is in a worse position in July
1988 than it was a year ago. Far from
extricating itself, it is getting yet deep-
er and deeper in the mess with no end
in sight.

8. RAW’s role in the Sri Lankan
issue before and after the accord calls
for a probe. Imagine policemen nego-
tiating political disputes. ,

9. LTTE is no less a sinner against
India as well as the other Tamil mili-
tants. It has acted without scruples,
humanity or sense.

10. The only one who has played his
cards cleverly is the 20th century fox,
President Junius R Jayewardene.

— A.G. NOORANI

(Courtesy of THE WEEK: Aug 14-20,
1988)

MY HEART WEEPS AND. BLEEDS :
by |
|

ngs with savings and belongings set on |

The infrastructure of our impoverished, developing lands I
Incinerated, demolished, destroyed--by our own hands.

Will the world give aid and assistance in view of such’ I

To burn and break and bury again, in '

If A wants to be free and to himself rule,

Is it wrong if B aspires for these too?

If C seeks to secure his people’s future

D could rightly do so too. The same applies to culture,
Language, religion, health and life and kin and kith.
Others’ rights and liberties are wrongful things to play

O, men of reason, justice, right and honour, wake up.
To open all eyes and minds, the leadership you must take

And teach the youth of brotherly, sisterly, mutual love.

O, men with power, use it now and well. Be fair

To all the different sections in equal share.
Stop the killings, arson, rape, and usher amity
Or else abandon and proceed, forthwith, into history.

My heart weeps and bleeds for the youth of my land

Of birth. They have been led into hate

And to kill at random. Was this caused by fate?

Or by the will of some big-headed man-god? |

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

up. I
Do find the keys to the kingdoms of peace and love |
I

I

|

|

x

|

|

— e o —— — —— — ——— —— — — ——
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SKANDA VARODAYA COLLEGE

OLD STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
(U.K. Branch)
REUNION LUNCH

in aid of College Building Fund
.oi; _at Lola Jones Hall, Tooting Leisure Centre
Greaves Place, Tooting, London SW17 ONE

on Sunday, 6th November 1988 at 1.00 p.m.

Tickets: Adults £3 Children under 12 £1
For tickets and information, please telephons
. 01-644 0972 or 01-681 2052.

PREUVENEERS & CO

Elm House, 113-115 London Road,
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 2JA.

NOTARIES & SOLICITORS

Sponsorship documents prepared
&

Notarised
All Conveyancing & Mortgages
arranged
Mr R. Thavarajah L.L.B. Solicitor
Mr B. Preuveneers L.L.B. Solicitor
Tel 01-646-4885
Quote reference Tamil Times

TRISTAR
INTERNATIONAL

257 Queens Road, Wimbledon,
London SW19 8NY

A special shop for all Srilankans

® Groceries, Off Licence, and all Household ltems
@ Jaffna Vegetables, Country Rice and Flour

@ Home made Coffee and Chilli Powder

@® Gingeli Oil, & Dried Fish

@® Broken Basmati Rice

ALL AVAILABLE UNDER ONE ROOF

Prompt. Free. Home Delivery service of all household
goods inclfuding vegetables, meat and fish.

TAMIL VIDEO
AND
AUDIO CASSETTES

We issue air tickets to destinations worldwide

We supp'y your requirements for Abishekam, Pooja and other
ceremonies at Ganapathy Temple, Wimbledon.

For further details please contact Yoga on 01-542-4931 or
‘ 01-771-4407 (evenings only)

How fit are you fmanc1a|ly'>

Will your plans for
financial security

@ provide for those dependent
on your income?

@ meet your savings goal?

@ ensure the standard of living
you want in retirement?

L

Life Urderwrter

Let’s discuss your needs an FINANCIAL PLANNING

Personal Life Insurance
Business Life Insurance
Disability Insurance
Annuities, RRSPs, RRIFs

Estate Planning, Quotations
Group Insurance: Life, Health,
Pensions,

Employee Benefit Counselling
Mutual Funds, Education Plans

TORONTO SCARBROUGH BRANCH
145 FAIRVIEW MALL DRIVE
WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO

M2) 4T1, CANADA CALL:

(416) 493 9650 (Bus.)
(416) 746 0794 (Res.)

Get your life in shape

¥ OF CANADA

LONDON COLLEGE
OF ENGLISH AND
C.B.C. TUTORS

256 Pentonville Road, London N1 9JY
Tel: 01-837 5371, 01-250 0610 or 01-251 6473
Inspected and recognised as efficient by ARBS

ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Classes available for all levels — Beginners, Cambridge
First Certificate, Cambridge Proficiency and GCSE,
RSA Stage 1—11, Business English Courses,

Low fees, Start anytime.

SECRETARIAL STUDIES

One year and short intensive courses leading to LCCI
and RSA Examinations.

Starts September and January.

Short summer secretarial courses suitable for college
leavers. Starts July/August.

GCSE and GCE ‘A’ LEVEL

Tuition in all main subjects — Mathematics,

Business Subjects, Sciences, Arts, Specialist one year
courses starting September.

Intensive revision courses September and January.
Part time evening courses also available.

Also L.LB. London University External ‘Degree Courses
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THE TRAGEDY OF THE TAMIL DROP-OUTS

In Bombay nobody starves. As the
financial capital of India, the metropo-
lis has earned a reputation for itself: an
enterprising person can find no better
place to make it big in. For the brave
and the innovative there are also
- several underground avenues to make
. money — quickly and dangerously.

It was but natural for many of the
desperados from the Sri Lanka Tamil
militant groups, now out of a job’ to
.- probe Bombay for ’opportunities’. That
a large percentage of crime in the city
came to be dominated by Tamils from
Tamil Nadu came as a great help. The
Sri Lankan Tamils would have made it
on their own, even without help. Their
grip over Bombay’s underworld has
tightened considerably and little
empires controlled by ex-militants be-
gan cropping up in Dharavi, Sion and
Matunga - grounds where once the
legendary Tamilian, Vardabhai,
reigned supreme.

For anyone with some links in the
Bombay underworld, Capt. Kumaris a
familiar name. It is the pseudonym for
a former senior leader of the Peoples
Liberation Organisation of Tamil
‘Eelam (PLOTE), called Vamadeva.
Disillusioned with the way the Tamil
liberation struggle in the island has
been taking over the years and a
victim of the convulsions within his
own PLOTE group, Vamadeva decided
to quit and become ‘Capt. Kumar’.

Ready to Help

Ask any Sri Lankan Tamil in Bom-
bay and he will agree that Vamadeva
is the new Vardabhai in the making.
He has his men in every piece of action
and like his notorious predecessor is
always ready to help out a compatriot,.
When this correspondent finally found
his headquarters at a Bandra hotel,

with a sad smile on his face.

Tamil youths in Bombay'’s Dharavi slum: haven for criminals

R. Bhagwan Singh

there was only a little limping lad who
claimed he was Vamadeva’s cousin and
an LTTE dropout. He said he helped
Vaman with administrative work and
was happy with his lot now, having lost
heart after receiving a bullet in his
right thigh. ,

“Sometimes the police come looking
for us here, but we manage to tackle
that problem. Vaman does not stay in
this place, but at a house some distance
away. This place is too risky for him,”
the cousin opened up after some coax-
ing. It was unlucky for the visitor, he
said because Vaman had taken the
Singapore flight only the previous
night and was expected only after a
week. “Many people come to Vaman
for help and he obliges them. He does
not bother if they are militants or
otherwise and if they are from the
PLOTE or the LTTE or the TELO . ..
he helps,” the young man said of his
famous cousin. Capt. Kumar is a big
operator with activities extending from
smuggling household goods to the
deadly international trade in drugs.
And he is not alone. There are any
number of ex-militants among the
Lankan Tamil community involved in
such activities, perhaps on a smaller
scale.

Mohan is one such operator. Only 22
now, he admits he is a small man. But
he has ambitions to make it to the top
in the near future. A former member of
the Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisa-
tion (TELO), he hopes to make a living
as a courier of brown sugar out of
India. “I have done a two-year term in
a Bombay jail, after I was caught on 30
September 1985 at the Sahar airport
with two kilos of heroin. My Jjail term
included one year under the COFEPO-
SA,” Mohan told this correspondent

Stepping into Danger

He had got the stuff from a friend,
also a Lankan Tamil, who had prom-
ised him 5,000 American dollars at the
delivery point in Cairoe. This friend had
worked on a ship for some time and
saved enough money to buy two kilos
of heroin at Rs 40,000 per kilo. Mohan
was to make contact with another
Lankan Tamil (“He was earlier in
Bombay, so I knew him”) in a Cairo
hotel and deliver the two kilos for
40,000 US dollars. Mohan could keep
his fee and deliver the rest — 35,000
dollars - to his ‘employer’ in Bombay.

Was it not risky, this business of
smuggling heroin across and bringing
dollars in? “Yes, I knew it was very
dangerous. But what could I do? I was
starving,” Mohan replied after a pause.
He continued: “When I left home and
Joined a militant group, I knew I was
soon going to die. But at that time the
thought that filled my dreams was that
my death would be for the cause of my
Tamil nation. Now I am stepping on
danger to keep myself full.”

Mohan had succeeded in his first
attempt when he took a ‘sample’ across
to Cairo, about a forthnight before he
was caught at the airport. “That trip
was meant to give me self-assurance
while building up my employer’s confi-
dence in me,” he explained. Even on
the second trip, he said he had almost
made it and would have boarded the
plane but for a last-minute check fol-
lowing a tip-off from some rival group
of smugglers. A few minutes before
boarding, the police came into the
lounge with sniffer dogs. There were
two other Lankan boys with one kilo of
heroin each for different people in
Cairo and all of them were caught.
Mohan’s suitcase was ripped open and
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the heroin was retrieved from the false
bottom. “After that I received a good
bashing at the hands of the police,
followed by imprisonment for two long
years,” Mohan recalled bitterly.
Self-survival

There are any number of boys like
Mohan sprinkled across the city of
Bombay and their only hope for saving
themselves from starvation is to smug-

gle the deadly stuff out of India, and’

not get caught by the sniffer dogs at
the airport. Such activity goes on at
the airports at Delhi and Madras too,
but on a much smaller scale. Though

the traffic is believed to be heavy, the

Customs department does not appear
to be adequately geared to tackle it.
There seems to be a feeling among
senior Customs officials that the Lank-
an Tamils are mostly involved in
bringing in electronic goods and tex-
tiles from abroad.

“The Sri Lankans have never been
found with drugs,” the additional col-
lector of Customs at Sahar airport,
A.K. Raha, told this correspondent. “It
is not the Lankans but mostly the
Nigerians who have been caught. ..
besides, the International Drug Bulle-
tin published by the UNO hag said that
drug smuggling out of India is now on
the decline.” That only meant the
Lankan Tamils are very lucky and
“very clear. According to Raha, most of
the Lankan Tamils caught by his de-
partment were trying to sneak out of
the Customs enclosure after their
arrival from the Gulf countries. “They
try to escape by forging the gatepasses.
They are mostly small operators work-
ing for self- survival.”

But anyone taking a close look at the
Lankan Tamil settlements in Bombay
will understand why Raha is wrong.
“These men are traditional fishermen
and it is not unlikely that the traffic
between Bombay and Pakistan -
which is the supply centre — is domin-
ated by the Lankan,” said a senior
police officer in Bombay. The estab-
lished dons of the drugs trade do not
want to lose their own men to Euro-
pean prisons or rival marksmen, so
they employ the cheap Lankan Tamil
manpower as couriers. “There could be
at least 2,000 of our Tamil boys in the
various prisons in Europe and Amer-
ica,” said a sad PLOTE leader Dharma-
lingam Sidharth. “It is a very dis-
astrous situation as far as the Tamil
community in the island in concerned.”

Nothing to live for

The world over, there has always been
a close nexus between the drug trade
and liberation movements because it is
the former which invariably becomes
the major fund-raiser for buying arms
and feeding the rebel ranks involved in
the latter. All the Eelam groups are
thus involved in drug-trafficking to

some degree. Though they may deny .

it, drugs are being used by the dis-
placed militants in the underworld.
Explained a senior TELO functionary

while introducing an addict, “This guy,
Bruce Lee, would not even smoke a
cigarette when he was a prominent
member of a liberation group. He
would display his rippling muscles and
his prowess with the gun. Now he
cannot even walk steadily, hooked to
brown sugar.”

Bruce Lee — that is not his real
name, but one he took up six years ago
when he left school to join the Eelam
movement — mumbled his own excuse.
“I was a very loyal TELO fighter but
had to flee my country after the
murderous attack on our cadres by the
LTTE in early 1986, in which our
leader Sri Sabaratnam too, was killed.
Our group subsequently disintegrated
and my own family was Kkilled by the
hunting Tigers. Now I have got no-
thing to live for, so I resorted to taking
these drugs to escape the mental tor-
ture caused by bitter memories.”

Then there is this ‘Anbu’ Anbazha-
gan, a 28-year-old from Tellipalai in
Jaffna district, living for the past four
years in different shady pads of Bom-
bay. “I want to return home but then I
cannot last even one hour without
smoking brown sugar. What do I do?
Can you help me get treated please?”
Abnu spoke incoherently, his dreamy
eyes half-shut.

Abnu had landed in Bombay in 1984,
after spending three years in Paris and
Germany. He had been working in
Europe and had managed to save some
money. But then he could bring into
India only about 1,000 US dollars. So,
he left the remaining amount with his

friend Navan Prabhakaran, to be,

smuggled into Bombay. As his luck
would have it, Navan was caught in
his Paris hotel with some packets of
heroin. “I incurred a loss of 50,000
dollars and hundreds of packets of
heroin. I went crazy and since then I
am on this suicide trip,” Abnu said.

Gone are the Days

The list of such addicts could be
never-ending and it does not appear
that the governments — in Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra and the Union govern-
ment — are seriously concerned about
the plight of these miserable ex-
militants. “Gone are the days when wé
were treated with respect due to a
soldier. Now, the governments in India
are visibly hostile to the Lankan
Tamils, whatever be the public post-
ures of the politicians here in order to
get popularity with their electorates,”
said Sidharth of the PLOTE. -

This pain is shared even by senior
leaders of the moderate Tamil United
Liberation Front (TULF). Said its
secretary-general Appapillai Amirtha-
lingam: “I feel there has been a failure
to adequately appreciate the hardships

of the Sri Lankan Tamils living outside -

the refugee camps and to provide for
them. Young men who have dropped
out of the various militant groups seem
to be the worst hit. Our appeals to the
Tamil Nadu government, made about

three months ago, to give some means
of subsistence to these men have gone
unheard ...”

According to Amirthalingam, the
government of India provided only for
the Lankan Tamils living in the re-
fugee camps in Tamil Nadu. A few got
some educational benefits through
scholarships and reservations in
admissions. Nearly one lakh of the
others who had fled the island after the
July 1983 Colombo riots, did not ask
for any help from the Indian govern-
ment at that stage, but a majority of
them have now come to the end of their
tether and are in very difficult cir-
cumstances. There was some response
last year to an appeal from the Tamil
groups for help and about 2,000 of the
youth in dormant militant groups were
given Rs 1,000 each at the rate of ten
rupees per day for three months. But
nothing was done after that. And even
that first instalment, it was then sus-
pected was paid under orders from the
then chief minister, M.G. Ramachan-
dran, to divert attention from the hefty
Rs three-crore gift he had then given to
his favourite group, the LTTE.

No Outside Help

The Lankan groups did not turn to
any international funding agencies be-
cause they believed India would look
after them. “As early as 1983, the
TULF wrote to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) seeking help for the Lankan
refugees flooding Tamil Nadu. But we
were told by Delhi not to pursue our
request to the UNHCR and that India
would provide for all the refugees here.
Maybe the central government did not
want us to involve outside agencies in
the Tamil problem, but then nothing
much was done to keep their promise
and help the refugees,” Amirthaling-
am said.

Starting as great admirers of India
as their sole savour, the majority of the
Tamils from across the Palk Strait now
appear to be unhappy with the manner
in which the host country has treated
them over the years. Things have gone
bad even for moderates like the TULF
leader Amirthalingam to openly ex-
press discontent. He said: “These
young Lankan Tamils living in terrible
conditions here seem to be nobody’s
concern. Even one year ag/cﬁ/,' I had
written to then Tamil Nadu minister
Panrutti S. Ramachandran — he was in
charge of the refugees ];;Z/bout helping
these militants. Some moéney was paid
and after MGR’s death, nobody cared
much about the problem. I sent a list of
54 names of young ex-militants who
approached me for help, to the Tamil
Nadu government through one of its
officers. This officer told the boys to go
to the police ‘Q’ branch (which deals
with local Naxalites when it is not
going after Lankan militants). The ‘Q’
branch, in turn, told them to report
there everyday. Now the boys who had
no money to buy food had to find
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money to visit the ‘Q’ branch everyday.

What is the crime they have commit-
ted for this kind of treatment?” Amir-
thalingam himself provided an answer:
“One gets the impression that they
(Indian government) are anxious to
pressure the Lankan Tamils to go
back.” The senior leader commented
ruefully: “But these young men are
unable to return home because a num-
ber of them who ventured back became
targets of attack by rival militant
groups . .. it is high time that some
arrangement to provide relief to these
people was made without treating
them as criminals to be rounded up
and put behind bars whenever the
Indian Prime Minister or any VIP
visited Tamil Nadu.”

Treated like criminals

" “It is disgusting how the politicians
here have used our Eelam issue for
selfish purposes, for self-propaganda,”
remarked an ex-militant, now waiting
to return home whatever the consequ-
ences. “It is better to go back and face
the bullets from the LTTE or the
IPKF, rather than continue this humi-
liating stay here.”

Said an LTTE spokesman at his
Indiranagar office in east Madras: “Ab-
out 70 of our boys were picked up from
here by the police on 18 April because
your Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was
visiting the city (for the AICC session
at Maraimalainagar). They were re-
leased only on 25 April. All of us were
taken away, barring a handful of in-
jured ex-militants.” The angry Tiger
leader recalled that the police who
knocked on the door that night had
said that the boys were needed at the
police station just for a few minutes for
questioning.’ But then they were taken
away to the prison and locked up. “We
had done nothing to deserve such
treatment as though we were cri-
minals.”

The experience of the organiser at
the Tamil Refugee Organisation
(TRO), Yoganathan, appears to be
even worse. A seven-member TRO
team had gone to Vedaranyam on 11
February, 1988, in their ambulance
with medical supplies to some of the
Lankan Tamil refugee camps in that
area. It was nothing unusual for them
to be doing this kind of work for which
they received funds from some interna-
tional relief agencies and expatriate
Tamils in Western countries.

The TRO team was staying at the
hotel they usually put up in Vedar-
anyam when a police constable visited
them. The deputy superintendent of
police had come there, he said, and
would like to see them. So, they went
over to meet the police officer. On
reaching the DSP’s camp office, some
constables checked out the ambulance
in the presence of the officer. Only
medicine packets were found. The
officer then told the TRO to return
home the next day and when they did
so, he told them they were being

charged under passport laws. They
could get bail from the court, they were
told.

Faisely charged

Yoganathan recalled the incident:
“Of the seven, four of us had valid stay
documents and pleaded with DSP Sub-
ramaniam that were were being tre-
ated harshly without proper reason.
He would not listen. But a bigger shock
awaited us when we went to the court,
for there we were were told that we
were being charged under the Explo-
sives Act. The police charge sheet
against us said we were carrying dyna-
mite and anti-India pamphlets in the
ambulance van and that the vehicle
did not stop on being signalled to do so
by the police.”

The TRO official said he had then
met the 'Q’ branch officers at Coimba-
tore and explained the case. He had
been assured that such things would
not happen again. But the ’Q’ branch
wanted to be informed whenever the
TRO team visited the area. The men
are still on bail and they have got the
ambulance released from the court on
furnishing a security of Rs 50,000.

“We have stopped going to Vedar-
anyam after that incident. Now we
cannot help the refugees in that area,”
Yoganathan said. However, he con-
ceded that the police might have acted
against the TRO since it was believed
that the relief organisation had close
ties with the LTTE. “It could be be-
cause all the LTTE boys in that locality
had left the place and returned to Sri
Lanka that the police decided to harass
us instead,” he said.

“The police have never looked at our
problem as a sensitive social issue. To
them it was just another law and order
matter to be dealt with an iron hand,”
lamented K. Padmanabha, secretary
general of the Eelam Peoples Revolu-

tionary Liberation Front (EPRLF). He

appeared hurt that the Eelam boys,
held in such great esteem by the
Indian government until a couple of
years ago, were now looked down upon
as common criminals. But then it is a
fact that there are also several of these
ex-militants who have turned into cri-
minals over the past couple of years.
Several cases of dacoity have been
reported and more seriously ’execu-
tions’ of rival group members have
taken place with an alarming frequen-
cy. The ’retired’ captains and lieute-
nants in the Eelam groups have taken
up jobs as gun-carriers for the forest
smugglers in Tamil Nadu and its
neighbouring states. The more desper-
ate ones decided to rob Indian banks
and were even caught. Madras city,
Chingleput (East) range, Madurai,
Thanjavur and Ramanathapuram be-
came hives of underground activity of
the Eelam boys, most of them taking to
crime to ward off hunger. Others
wanted to make enough money to buy
a passage to their dreamlands in the

West. The most harassed among the
police officers on this issue is the
superintendent of police Chingleput
(East) range, K. Subbaiah. “Yes. They
have kept us on the move constantly
during the last two or three years.
There have been many cases of dacoity
and now they are also concentrating on
stealing motorcycles,” the SP told
SUNDAY. He was of the opinion that
the LTTE was not involved in such
criminal activities and was considered
a disciplined outfit by and large.

“Their problem, as I see it, is pover-
ty. They are not able to get even one
square meal a day. And my problem is
that the one who commits a crime in
my area vanishes. He goes away to
another district or even to Bangalore
or Andhra. It is difficult to keep a tab
on them, for there are no exhaustive
records with finger prints,” Subbaiah
said.

(Excerpts from a special report — !
SUNDAY magazine, an Ananda Bazar
publication, Calcutta)

CITIZENS COMMITTEE |
CHAIRMAN MISSING

Mr. Balasubramaniam Wijayanthan,
aged 70, Chairman of the Trincomalee
Citizens Committee, has been missing
from his home since August 3. It is
reported that he had taken away by a
group of men at about 2pm on August
3 when he was at the office of the
Citizens Committee located at the
Urban Council building.
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Role Models for Heroism among Tamils

“Your son has died”, the messenger
spilled the sad news.
i “Is that so? How did he die? Where did
| he receive the fatal wound?”, the
mother asked inquisitively.
‘From what I heard, he was fleeing
from the battle field and one of enemy’s
spears pierced through his back”, mur-
mured the messenger.
“A fleeing son; and a spear in his back!
; What a shame?, fumed the mother.
* Her sadness turned into anger. “I had
lost my father, brother and husband in
the on-going battle and nothing is
worse for me to lose my son. What I'm
ashamed is that his fatal wound was in
his back”, the Tamil mother screamed.

The messenger was dumbfounded for-

words.

“Now I'll leave for the battle field to
search for my son. If your word proved
to be true, I'll mutilate the breasts
which fed him the life spirit” thundered
the mother.

And, after a while, there she was in the
middle of the battle field, turning the
- bodies of soldiers, horses and elephants
in search of her departed son.

Had he brought fame for his family or
shame for his mother? That was the
question pondering her at the time.
Finally she located his smiling, youth-
ful face, spattered with blood.

Anxiously, she turned his body to look
for the fatal wound. There was’nt
anything in his back. The messenger
was wrong!

Her son had received the fatal wound
right in the centre of the chest. The
mother’s eyes shed tears. Those tears
told the story of heroism she fed to him
with the breast milk.

What I had described above have
been told umpteen times by Tamil
poets in diverse forms. This anecdote
had also been enacted in numerous
folk plays, theatre, dance dramas and
even in Tamil movies. Though the
poets and actors would have changed,
the central theme remains the same.
Tamils adore heroism from ancient
times. They had been a race of war-
riors. To the international audience,
Prof. K. Kailasapathy succintly
summarised these themes in his 1968
classic book, Tamil Heroic Poetry (Ox-
ford, Clarendon Press).

It is often expressed that the Tamils
had lived in peace for thousands of
years. Nothing could be further from
the truth. From the poets who lived in
the Sangam Age (two millenia ago) to
our contemporaries like Subramanya
Bharathi and Kavi Arasu Kannada-
san, Tamils extolled the virtue of hero-
ism in the battle field. Pura Nanooru
poetry is all but anything about the
bravery and chivalry of Tamil masses.

Sachi. Sri Kantha
(University of Toyko, Japan)

The flags of Chera (Flower), Chola
(Tiger) and Pandiya (Fish) were consi-
dered as venerable objects and it was
the duty of Tamil youth to safeguard
the dignity of these flags. Their aims
were harnessed to raise the flags in the
far corners of India, Sri Lanka and
South East Asian territories. Verses of
great Tamil poets like Kambar,
Avvaiyar and Jeyam Kondaar praise
the virtues of fighting for a noble
cause.

In one of his popular songs for the
children (Paapaa Paatu), Subramanya
Bharathi provides the following advice:

In front of those who do misdeeds
do not get any fear — Paapaa

stomp and attack them Paapaa — and
spit on their faces too Paapaa

(“Paathaham seipavaraik kandaal

-payam kollalahathu Paapaa

Mothi mithithu vidu Paapaa — Avar
Muhathil umizhnthuvidu Paapaa”)

Kavi Arasu Kannadasan expressed
similar sentiments in a lyric for one of
the MGR’s great movies, “Mannaathi
Mannan” in mid 1950s. In translation,
the verses read like this:

Fear is none but cowardice — and
the symbol of Dravidas is chivalry
At six or at hundred one could die —
but

Protection of homeland is the duty

For the growing foetus in her body
a Tamil mother teaches bravery

In challenging times, to protect her
face

there will rise her progeny

Many have lived and many have died
— but

in the minds of masses who stay
long?

Those blessed with great heroics and
chivalry

live forever in the annals of history

The Tamil original of this lyric is as
follows: .

" “Achcham enpathu madamaiyadah

Anjaamai Dravidar udamaiyadah
Aarilum saavu noorilum saavu
Thayakam kaapathu kada-
maiyadah”

“Karuvinil valarum mazhalaiyin
udalil )
Thairiyum valarpaal Thamil Annai
Kallangam pirenthal petraval
maanam

Kaathida ezhuvaan Aval pillai”

“Vaalnthavar kodi — Marainthavar
kodi

Makkalin manathil nirpavar yaar?

' MaPerum veeram, Maanam kaapoor :

Sarithiram thanile nirkinraar”

In our times, it was MGR himself,
by his more than 120-odd movies span-
ning four decades (1936-76), who in-
stilled the “fighting spirit” to the youn-
ger generation of Tamils. He was well
versed in the traditional martial arts of
Tamils such as horse-riding, fencing,
wrestling and silambam. Even MGR’s
miraculous escape in real life, from a
near-fatal gun attack in 1967 seemed
to infuse the sense of emulation among
the young Tamils. As one journalist
noted recently about MGR’s cinematic
career, “He created the image of an
action hero who used his fists more
than his tongue. He showed the mas-
ses through his films the importance of
fighting to help themselves” (Far East-
ern Economic Review, 4 Feb, 1988). It
is a happy coincidence that the LTTE
Tamil rebels who grew up watching
MGR’s heroic exploits in the celluloid
screen, received considerable emotion-
al and material help from him in their
struggle against their enemies.

Two years ago, in an interview for
the Newsweek magazine, the LTTE
leader Prabaharan was asked whether
he had received any military training
in Cuba. After denying it, he was
reported to have said: “I use my natu-
ral instincts and I watch war films and
Westerns by Clint Eastwood”. An
American journalist Jared Lubarsky
wrote a humorous piece on this quip in
the Mainichi Daily News (8 Aug, 1986)
of Japan. “This particular freedom
fighter learned his notions of warfare
from Eastwood spaghetti Westerns. As
far as I can tell, Eastwood’s loftiest
strategy in these movies is to shoot the
shit out of anything that moves. That
doesn’t bode well for the future of Sri
Lanka. If the president of the United
States can derive his whole outlook on
life from the movies, why shouldn’t a
Tamil Tiger?”.

YOGA & CO.

For all your legal work
and conveyancing

Solicitors &
Administrators of Oaths

47 Booth Road, Colindale,
London NW9 5JS
Telephone: 01-205 0899




20 TAMIL TIMES _ SEPTEMBER 1988

1838 1988

150th Year Celebrations
of

HARTLEY COLLEGE

Hartley College Past Pupils’ Association (UK Branch) Requests all
Hartleyites and friends to participate in this unique event to be held

At Lola Jones Hall
Greaves Place, Garratt Lane, London SW17

UNDER THE DISTINGUISHED PATRONAGE
OF ‘
MR. K. POORANAMPILLAI (former principal)

On Sun‘day 2nd October 1988
From
5.00 pm to 9.00 pm

Programme includes Variety Entertainment and Dinner

Admission By Tickets
For Further Details Please Contact

Mr A Easwaramohan 01-542 1717

Mr S Srikumar 01-531 7887

Mr R Nadarajasuntharam 01-689 8389
Mr R Raveendralingam 01-554 2710
Mr A Sriharan 0895-57788

Mr A T S Ratnasingam 01-672 0303

ook wn =

OR
Write to Secretary,
85, WINDSOR AVENUE,
HILLINGDON, MIDDLESSEX.

Action Committee
Hartley College Past Pupils’ Association (UK Branch)




SEPTEMBER 1988

TAMIL TIMES 21

900 JVPers in Police custody -IGP

. Sri Lankan police have detained about
. 900 members of a Marxist group ac-

" cused of assassinating hundreds of

government officials and supporters.
Inspector-General of Police Ernest
Perera told Reuters in an interview
that the members of the People’s Li-
beration Front (JVP), which has been
blamed for 419 killings since August
1985, had been held for the past year.
“We have in all something like 900

", in custody as it is.” he said in the first

official statement by a Sri Lankan
Police Chief about the number of JVP
detenues. »

The JVP launched the assassination
campaign as a protest against the
Indo-Sri Lankan pact aimed at ending
the island’s Tamil conflict.

Police sources said the JVP members

" were being detained under emergency

regulations and the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act, which give police wide
powers to detain subversive suspects.
Suspects can be detained without trial

under such legislation.

Perera, appointed on August 1, said
the JVP had created an atmosphere of

* fear in areas where they operated and

had a military wing which attempted
to give the impression of being an
effective force

The Front, drawn mainly from the
majority Sinhalese community in
South and central areas, has killed 419
government officials and supporters
since the pact was signed by India and
Sri Lanka in July last year, he said.

Perera declined to give an estimate
of the JVP’s strength but other police
sources put it at about 2,000 officials
plus 8,000 supporters.

“I don’t think their numbers have
increased and I don’t think we have
reached an insurrection type of situa-
tion. It’s not a mass of people taking
arms against the government” he said.

He said the group had armed itself

with 300 to 400 shotguns but added he
was more worried about the 90 auto-
matic weapons it had stolen from police
and army personnel.

Perera said the presence of 52,000
Indian troops, posted in the Northern
and Eastern provinces to enforce the
peace pact, had helped the security
forces concentrate on the JVP
problem.

He said the 26,000-strong regular
police force was thinly spread and it’s
present ratio of one policeman to 800
people was far from the ideal one to
100 in other countries.

“We’ll have to increase our police
strength to 32,000 and we have a flood
of applicants already.” he said.

He said there have been JVP infil-
tration in the police force. “But I don’t
think it’s as intense as it’s made out to
be.”

He said police had evidence that a
few fomer policemen and former mem-
bers of the security services had given
weapons training to JVP cadres.
—(Reuter)

VARSITY TEACHERS CONDEMN ATTACK ON CIVILIANS

“The USTA condemns and strongly
protests against the seemingly calcu-
lated and indiscriminate attacks on the
civilian population by members of the
IPKF in the aftermath of incidents for
which ordinary civilians can in no way
be responsible.” declared the Jaffna
University Science Teachers’ Associa-
tion in a press release issued on
30.8.88. They further state these beat-
ings and sometimes shootings have
followed a pattern:—

Pt. Pedro:  1st June

Chulipuram: 19th July

Jaffna: 17th & 18th August

Karainagar: 20th August

Inuvil: 22nd August

Those beaten include women, uni-
versity employees, students, and
others maintaining essential services
at the IPKF’s invitation and on the
basis of the protection promised by
them. Three persons totally uncon-
nected with any violent activity were
shot dead on 18th August by the
CRPF, apparently in reprisal for an
incident that took place elsewhere an
hour earlier. In one incident, a
bridegroom was made to get down
from his car at Uduvil Junction and
was virtually stripped publicly while
his bride looked on in agony. People
have been beaten without warning by
soldiers making forced entry into pre-
mises. Several of those admitted to
hospitals have suffered hearing im-
pairments from blows received on the
head with heavy gadgets.

The USTA expresses grave concern
at statements made by very high rank-
ing IPKF officials which are threaten-
ing in character and appear to justify
the present pattern of activity.

The USTA also expresses grave con-
cern over the IPKF Town Comman-

dant’s statement to a University de-
legation (Uthayan: 30th August) to the
effect that: “Assaults on civilians can-
not be avoided when IPKF personnel
are subject to attack”.

When innocent Sikh civilians were
attacked and killed in the wake of Mrs.
Indira Gandhi’s assassination,
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi himself
condemned such indiscriminate collec-
tive punishment as madness. What
when acts of a similar nature are done
by a ‘disciplined’ army?

There are periodic reports of army
officers being attacked by mutinous
troopers. Is it a viable basis to run an
army to have other troops launch a
general assault on troops belonging to
the same ethnic minority as the muti

nous trooper(s)? ~

Answers to these questions will
throw considerable light on the IPKF’s
role in this country.

The USTA points out that far from
restoring democracy and normalcy, the
IPKF’s present conduct will only lead
to anarchy, increasing casualties and
will render almost hopeless the present
climate of assassination and senseless
internecine violence, with incalculable
consequences for India itself.

The USTA calls upon all responsible
Indians to make an urgent reassess-
ment of the role of India’s forces in this
country. We demand that the IPKF
immediately cease its present mode of
conduct and make its position clear
and consistent.

‘Over 200 angry protesters greeted Sri Lankan Prime Minister Premadasa and his wife

when they visited Springvale, Australia. The protesters,members of the Ceylon Tamil
Association gathered outside Springvale City Hall, on 30.7.88 waving placards and
chanting slogans. Dr. Rajan Rasiah, Vice President of the Association said that the
protest was organised to drive home to the P.M. their grievances with the Sri Lankan
Government which had not treated the minority Tamils reasonably.
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MATRIMONIAL

“Jaffna Hindu parents seek partner for
their daughter, 30 years, Mars afflicted,
students considered. Details to M 246
¢/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu Parents seek qualified
working partner for pretty 25 year old
graduate daughter, British citizen, em-
ployed in London. Students completing
their studies also considered. Please
reply to M 247, ¢/o Tamil Times.

Brother seeks suitable bridegroom for
Jaffna Tamil sister, 26 years, stenog-
rapher in Colombo, Mars in eighth
house. Reply with horoscope and details
to M 248, c/o Tamil Times.

Tamil Christian Parents seek partner
for their son, 28, holding good position,
owning house in U.K., caste, religion no
bar. Reply M 249, c/o Tamil Times.

OBITUARY

Mrs Sinnathangam Suppiah (Retired
Head Mistress, Arunasalam Vidyasalai,
Alaveddy, Sri Lanka) wife of the Late
Arunasalam Suppiah, mother of Dr. S.
Sivathasan (Gillingham, Kent), Dr. Sivar-
upavathy (Wallington, Surrey) and the
late Sivapackthan, mother-in-law of Dr.
Sivadevi and Sivasubramaniam passed
away on 20.8.88 and was cremated at
the South London Crematorium,
Streatham Vale, Surrey. — 15 Crichton
Avenue, Wallington, Surrey.

Mrs Violet Ponnuthurai (nee Asirwatham)
wife of the late Mr. C.S. Ponnuthurai mother
of Shanthi (U.K.) and Dr. Sarvanesan (Ger-
many) passed away on 6.7.88 in Colombo.

Prof.A.Sathasivam Professor of Tamil,
Peradeniya University, Sri Lanka died of
a heart attack on 1.7.88 at his house in
Araly, Sri Lanka and was 62 years old at
the time of his death.

Mrs Nagaretnam Subramaniam be-
loved wife of the late Sinnathamby Sub-
ramaniam (Manipay), loving mother of
Sivagnanam (London), Neelakanthy,
Nagalatchemy, Thirupathy, Loganayaki,
Bagirwathi and Kumarasingam (all of
Colombo), sister of Thangaratnam
Cameron Vanniasingam (Manipay) pas-
sed away on 27.8.88 in Colombo — 122
Alexandra Road, London SW19 7JY.

G.S.Nathan beloved wife of Sothes-
wary, father of Radhika, Sangeetha,
Lakshmanan passed away on 26.8.88 at
Croydon, Surrey, U.K. — 50 Leighton
Street, W. Croydon, Surrey CRO 3SB.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following couples
On their recent marriage:

Thanendran (son of Mr. & Mrs. K.

Raviraj, 77 Roodegate, Basildon, U.K.)
and Menaka (daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Sivasubramaniam, 24 Orchard Grove,
Edgware, U.K.) on 28.8.88 at Lola Jones
Hall, London SW17)

Ravikulan (son of Mr. & Mrs. P.Kula-
singam, Madras) and Thaksha (daugh-
ter of Mr. & Mrs. S. Ramanathan, Singa-
pore) on 29.8.88 at Shree Ganapathy
Temple, London SW19.— Flat 4, 24
Mansfield Road, liford, Essex IGI 3AZ.

Joseph (youngest son of Mr. & Mrs.
C.T. Thomas of Tiruvalla, Kerala, India)
and Dr. Elizabeth (only daughter of Mr
& Mrs D. S. Ambalavanar of New York)
on 2.7.88 at St. Andrews’ Kirk, Poona-
malle High Road, Madras. South India.

Tharmabalan (son of Mr. & Mrs. K. S.
Kailasapillai, Uyarapulam, Anaikoddai,
Sri Lanka) and Langamany (daughter of
the Late Kathirgamu & Mrs. S. Kathirga-
mu, Ealalai, Sri Lanka) on 28.8.88 at 32,
Rue du Faubourg du Temple, 75011,
Paris,)

Shailendra (son of Mr. & Mrs. R.
Sothinathan, 79 Holland Road, Eas-
tham, London E6 2EP) and Sugunna
(daughter of Mr. & Mrs. S. Sarvanandar-
ajah, 55 Rushgrove Avenue, Colindale,
London NW9 6RG) on 27.8.88 at Seven
Kings Hall, 785 High Road, liford, Essex,
UK.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

October 1st 7.30, p.m. Tamil Play
“Yugatharmam” by Tamil Performing
Arts Society at the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan, 4A Castletown Road, London
W14. For details Telephone 01-459
4335 and 01-521 8201.

At BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN, Tel.

01-381 3086/4608

October 8th 7.00 p.m. Veena by Dores-
wami lyengar

October 15th 7.00 p.m. and October
23rd 6.30 p.m. Bharatanatyam by Alar-
mel Valli.

October 22nd 7.00 pm. Dedication to
Baba — Bhajans & Devotional songs by
Mrs. Damayanti Puri

October 22nd 6.00 p.m. to midnight —
Young Peoples League get-together
at the Asian Chaplaincy Hall. Contact
Fr. Johny Fernandes, Tel. 01-222 2895.

IN MEMORIUM
In Loving Memory of Qur Dad
T.J. Rajaratnam
(Retired High Court Judge)
(Born 23.1.1919)

Called to rest 15.9.1981
We miss you so, we always will
You left a place no-one can fill
We think of you DAD everyday
In our hearts you will always stay.

Sadly missed and lovingly remembered

by your wife Arul, children Rohini, Re-
nuka, Rajiv, sons-in-law Vijayan, Srihar-
an, grand-children Vasi, Ravi, Prathi,
Jayathy, Ajit. -

PHILOMIN & CO.

SOLICITORS

For All Legal
Services And
Conveyancing
Legal Aid Work
Undertaken

109 Bell Street, Marylebone,
London NW1 6TL
Telephone: 01-723 3018

Mariampillai Philomin
LL.B, MBIM
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Padma Subrahmanyam
A Dancer with Unique

I had visited the British Museum a
couple of times, but was never aware
that it possesses a large collection of
Amaravati sculptures — about 120
pieces — ranking with the Elgin mar-
bles and the Assyrian reliefs and they
form the only major series of early
Indian sculpture outside India.

For nearly three decades these
sculptures were not for public viewing
since some erosion was found on them
in 1960, when they were on display in
the main staircase of the museum.
After going through chemical tests,
they are now kept in a ‘sacred’ —
temperature and humidity controlled -
room in the lower ground floor, where I
had the privilege recently to view
them, when I accompanied Dr. Padma
Subrahmanyam, the scholarly dancer.

Padma was in London with her
troupe to give performances and to
have a workshop at the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan London Centre, in con-
nection with the Bhavan’s Golden
Jubilee celebrations. When she arrived
in U.K. she wished to visit the India
Section of the museum, and the very
next day we went to the British
Museum in Bloomsbury. That was her
first engagement, and that was Pad-
ma’s uniqueness.

Padma is a research scholar and
obtained her doctorate for her thesis
“Karanas in Indian Dance and Sculp-
tures”, from the Annamalai Universi-
ty. It is her research and her dancing,
like the knight’s move in chess, that
created a tremendous effect in the
Bharatanatyam field. She explored
many things and narrowed the gap
between academic theory and the ac-
tive practice of dance. She revealed
that Karana is not merely a static
posture; that it has three elements in
it: Sthana or static posture for the
body, a Cari or a movement of the legs,
and a Nritta Hasta or a movement for
the arms. She explains that every
sculptured figure depicting a Karana is
like a still photo of a moving dancer.

She is emphatic in that Nritta is not
merely mundane physical action natu-
ral to real life but action which has an
aesthetic value. It is that act that must
be pleasing both subjectively and ob-
Jjectively through a radiation of grace
and beauty.

The other major aspect of her danc-
ing is her usage of the realistic ele-
ments of the lokadharmi technique
with the stylistic and sophisticated
natyadharmi style. Natyadharmi is
formal and perhaps easier to be hand-
led, whereas the lokadharmi is infor-
mal and requires consummate skill,
understanding, mental involvement,
imagination and sobriety. Padma says
that using any one style will be mono-
tonous and she uses these styles
according to the needs of the theme.

Quality

Actually lokadharmi when performed
well is more easily understood by an
uninitiated audience. Positively it was
Padma’s “Krishnaya Tubhyam
Namah”, a tour de force, in the
lokadharmi style staged in the early
seventies, which propelled her into
fame. And today there is wide consen-
sus that more than anything else it is
the rise of Padma that has effected
Kamala Luxman’s preeminence as
Kamala’s own advert had on Balasar-
aswati.

Padma started her research on the
sources of Bharatanatyam and evolved
a dance style which she calls “Bhar-
atanrityam”. She argues that the term
Natya encompasses in itself all the
artistic elements of the theatre art
including drama and in fact the pre-
sent Bharatanatyam is more nritta
and nritiya in its nature than natya in
its true sense.

Her dance is unique. One critic
observed: “Padma’ is perhaps the one
woman dancer today who can enter
into a contest with the Supreme dan-
cer, equal him in his dancing exploits
and throw the legendary triumps of
Siva at Thiruvalankadu in the transi-
ence of Time” It is full of dedication and
divinity. If we are moved by bhakti and
bhava in M.S. Subbulakshmi’s singing,
we can see those qualities in Padma’s
dancing. That explains why the audi-
ence is moved to tears at Padma’s
recitals. She achieves the Sattvika
abhinaya or bliss with great ease. The
music and her themes are closely knit.
She dances for the vedic themes, San-
gam literature, teveram and even to
the music of the great Russian compos-
er Peter Ilyich Tschaikovsky.

FOR FRIENDLY SERVICE
AND ADVICE IN
BUYING & SELLING
HOUSES, SHOPS AND
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES.

Wimal
& Co &~

SOLICITORS

3,5 & 7 Brigstock Road,

Thornton Heath,

Surrey CR4 7JG.

Telephone: 01-689-7503
01-683-2645

DX 59151 THORNTON HEATH

FAX: 01-683-2645

(ASK FOR
WIMAL SOCKANATHAN)

—

While her research enlarges the
scope for choreographers, it has in-
duced many other dancers to learn
“Natyasastra” and other texts. Kama-
la Luxman too showed great interest in
research.

Padma’s London programmes were
well-attended by capacity crowds in-
cluding many dancers, dance teachers
and students. In recent years there is
an increasing number of dance schools,
teachers, students, and even rasikas in
London, and actually it was an
appropriate time for Padma’s recital.
She left behind an indelible impression
on every audience before which she
performed.

The British Museum Authority has
invited Dr. Padma for a series of
lecture demonstrations during next
summer and if she accepts this invita-
tion, lovers of the art form in this
country can look forward to another
treat.

—~Mali
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Quality, practical computer training for students, business and professional people.

THE

LONDON SCHOOL
OF COMPUTING

Computer Courses:

Diploma in Software Science — 3 Years Full-Time
Certificate in Computer Programming — 6 Months to 24 Months
Certificate in Business Computing — 3 Months to 12 Months

Computer Modular Courses:

Fundamentals of Computers
Programming in COBOL, BASIC, Aszsembler ete.
Word Processing, dBASE, Lotus 1 2 3,
Desk Top Publishing
MS-DOS, PC-DOS Operating Systems ete.

External Examination Courses:

BCSPart1
ACSS Part 1-3
I.D.P.M. PartItoIV
City & Guilds Programming courses

ACCOUNTANCY COURSES:

A AT. — Certificate in Accounting and Membership Examinations:
Preliminary
Intermediate
Final
ACCA & CIMA

Special Computer training for accountancy students

(Our Full Time Courses satisfy Home Office requirements)

For further details and application form contact:

THE REGISTRAR
L.S.C.

LINBURN HOUSE

340/342 KILBURN HIGH ROAD
LONDON NW6 2QJ

TELEPHONE: 01-328 9966 & 624 2286
FAX: 01-624 4100
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