Volume VIl NO. 3 ‘ ISSN 0266-4488 FEBRUARY 1988

‘THE GREAT
FAILURE

WHERE DO WE
GO FROM HERE?

A.P. Venkateswaran S. Sivanayagam

BATTLE FOR THE LEGACY OF MGR

Contesting MGR'’s seat
against Janaki?

wo of the injured Congress(l)

MGR’s nlece Leelavathy




2 TAMIL TIMES

FEBRUARY 1988

CONTENTS

CONTENTS
Island onthe BrinK.......ccccccoiveecrnininnns 2 LTTE storms prison ......ccceevevereeenens 11
IPKF Offensive inthe east..........cceeeune. 3 ISSN 0266-4488 Letter to the Editor.......c...cccevvrveeeninnnne 12
Assassination of Viiaya ...........cccceeseren. 3 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION Time for self-examination.................... 15
UK/india/Sri Lanka. . . £10/US$20
Battle for the Legacy of MGR ................ 4 All other countries. . . £15/US$30 Murders mostfoul........coecevereninnnenn 16
Where do we go from here? .................. 5 Published monthly by .Formula to break deadlock.................. 17 -
TAMIL TIMES LTD : .
Agenda for settiement ... 6 News in brief........ccccvnivnnencinninenn, 19
P.O. BOX 121 . . . .
LTTE seeks Majority role........ccoeveenrene 7 SUTTON, SURREY SM1 3 TD Civil administration disrupted............... 19
UNITED KINGDOM
Call for fresh initiative ......cccoccceevminninne 7 Bomb attack on temple.........ccceeu.n....n. 19
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
The great failure .......c.oecveveeeeusecesienennss 0 those of the editor or the publishers. Call for ceasefire........occoerervcanecsvrnennn. 20
) e The publishers assume no responsibility for return of -
Devolution package criticised.............. 11 unsolicited manuscripts, photographs and antwork. New naval training base ...........ecc.ccu.... 21

AN ISLAND ON THE BRINK

THE speech that caused the enforced resignation of Ronnie de
Mel from the post of Finance Minister in President Jayawar-
dene's cabinet is significant in more than one sense. In the
course of an intervention in the debate on the eleventh budget
he had presented, Ronnie told parliament, ‘| am a strong
believer in parliamentary democracy and parliamentary elec-
tions. . . Most of our troubles stemmed from the fact that we
did not hold parliamentary elections at the correct time. In fact it
is strange that there are only 17 Members of this House who
have been elected after 1977. . . So | think this Parliament is
. stale. It is obsolete and obsolescent. . . |think we should hold
. them (elections) before the poople of this country get up and
- say, “In God’s name go”.

Such a view, coming from a person of Ronnie’s stature and
position, gives the lie to the often repeated claim that Sri Lanka
is a ‘vibrant third world democracy’. As far as the Tamil people
were concerned, parliamentary elections held no prospect. They
continued to be discriminated, oppressed and marginalised by
successive governments coming to power after duly held
elections. In the event, through the subterfuge of the 6th
Amendment to the Constitution, even their elected MPs were
ousted.

The Sinhalese people defeated six governments in as many
elections since independence. And it is the Sinhalese people
who really lost by the abolition of elections in December 1982.
Fed with.a daily diet of anti-Tamil propaganda, the bulk of the
Sinhalese people were hoodwinked and their cherished right to
vote at periodic elections was taken away by the man who came
to inaugurate a ‘just and free society’.

Ronnie is right when he says that most of the troubles stem
from the fact that elections were not held in due time. Mature
societies have learnt by experience that the provision of space
for democratic dissent and the opportunity to give practical
effect to such dissent through periodic elections are guarantees
against people resorting to extra-parliamentary methods.

Ronnie is one of those Ministers who strongly advocated the
liting of the ban on the Janatha Vimukhi Peramuna(JVP). The
JVP has continued to remain prosribed since July 1883 for no
concievable reason. Unable to operate legally and without an
opportunity to express its viewpoint openly to the people, the
JVP and its leader Rohana Wijeweera have carried on their
activities from underground. Presently the JVP is engaging in a

“members of the Communist Party, former JVP members, some

campaign of unprecedented violence in the course of which
many people have been killed in the most brutal manner.

From all accounts, the campaign of violence by the JVP is
escalating every day. Government party MPs and its members
and supporters, senior and lowly placed government and police
officials, bank employees etc. have been killed. What is sinister
and dangerous about this violent campaign is that it is not
confined to government targets. Those who are totally opposed
to the government have already fallen victims, among whom are

student union and trade union activists etc. The LSSP and CP
headquarters buildings have been set on fire. Civil and human
rights organisations which have campaigned for a negotiated
solution to the ethnic conflict have been threatened with dire
consequences. The latest victim of this campaign of terror is
Vijaya Kumaranatunga, the leader of the Sri Lanka Peoples
Party, who has taken a very positive line on the ethnic question.

The murder of Kumaranatunga has sent shockwaves of terror
across the country. The Sinhalese people who did not miss a
single night's sleep over the tragic happenings in the north and
east for the last four years find that violence is at the door step of
every Sinhalese home. The government in characteristic form
has responded by arresting and detaining thousands of
Sinhalese youth on suspicion. The armed forces have been
deployed every where in the south. The Special Task Force,
specially trained by ex-SAS personnel to deal with Tamil
insurgency, has been deployed in the south. Aiready reports
emanating from the area indicate many ‘disappearances’ and
dead bodies of persons taken into custody being found in
ditches.

As President Jayawardene remains in the Presidential palace
enjoying his last years in office in splendid isolation, his prime
Minister and Ministers are going about the country making
speeches contradicting the positions adopted by the President
showing signs that the government itself is in serious crisis.

In this month of the 40th independence anniversary, which the
Colombo authorities celebrated with the usual pomp and
pageantry while an estimated 50,000 foreign troops remain in
the north and east of the country and over whom the
government or the President has little or no control, Sri Lanka is
on the brink of national disintegration.
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IPKF OFFENSIVE IN EAST SRI LANKA

As we go to press, the Indian Peace
Keeping Force (IPKF) began a con-
certed offensive on 13 January in the
Sri Lankan eastern district of Battica-
loa after having saturated the area
with thousands of troops airlifted dur-
ing the previous several days. An inde-
finite dusk to dawn curfew was imposed
as the offensive commenced. A house to
house search was being carried out in
which thousands of troops participated.

The failure of the IPKF in its effort to
contain or subdue the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and the many
relatively successful operations by the
LTTE would appear to have persuaded
India to introduce thousands of soldiers
with a view to putting into effect one of
the most concerted attempts so far
undertaken to ‘flush out the Tigers’.

Even before the operation began, a
Catholic priest said that ‘the town is
full of soldiers. They are everywhere’.

Details of the impact of the operation
are sketchy, but the curfew has no
doubt severely disrupted normal life for
the people. It is also reported that
several young Tamils who have been
taken into custody were paraded before
‘hooded informers’ in a screening exer-
cise, and whenever the informer nod-
ded his head as a person passed him,
that person was taken away for further
interrogation.

John Rettie, of the Guardian report-
ing from Colombo, quoting Indian High
Commission sources, has said that
some senior Tiger leaders of the area
including ‘Sitha’, the eastern political
commander of the LTTE and three

others, Francis, Simba and Subesan
have been captured, although the main
leaders had escaped northwards when
information about the IPKF SWO0O0p
leaked. Subesan is reported to have
killed himself by swallowing a cyanide
pill immediately after being captured,
while the attempt to commit suicide by
Sitha was thwarted by members of the
IPKF. The report added that the IPKF
had blocked the escape route to the
south towards Amparai.

The same report further said that
while the IPKF distributed rations to
the people who ran short of food during
the curfew and generally allowed
female relatives to take food to their
men, the LTTE for its part are reported
to have lifted their civil disobedience
campaign in Batticaloa that crippled
the civil administration.

VIJAYA KUMRANATUNGA
'ASSASSINATED

——

The leader of the Sri Lanka Mahajana
(Peoples) Party (SLMP), Vijaya
Kumaranatunga was assassinated on
16 February by two gunmen outside his
Colombo residence. One of his collegues
who was with him at the time of the
shooting was also killed.

Two gunmen on motor cycles had
waited near Vijaya’s house and as he
came out 1o get into his car was shot at
point-blank range. He died almost in-
stantly. '

No one doubted that the assassina-
tion was carried out by the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (Peoples Libera-
tion Front — JVP) which has under-
taken a ruthless campaign of murderin
the recent past. The sheer brutality
and the method of the killing bore all
the hallmarks of the JVP handiwork.
The method adopted in the recent gun-
ning down of the ruling United Nation-
al Party Chairman, Harsha Abeywar-
dene, and the Police Chief of the Coun-
ter Subversion Unit were exactly

similar.

At 43, Mr.Kumaranatunga had
turned out to be a charismatic and
popular leader. Before entering politics
in a serious way, he was one of the most
popular film stars and became the
darling of Sri Lanka’s cinema screen.
His entry into active politics came
through his marriage to Chandrika,
the second daughter of the former
Prime Minister and leader of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, Mrs.S.Bandar-
anayake. Combining with Chandrika
who was more ideologically oriented
than anyone in the Bandaranayake
family, Vijaya soon came into direct
political collision with the son of
Mrs.Bandaranayke, Anura who was on
the extreme right wing of the party.
The ensuing battle, with Mrs.B taking
the side of Anura, led to a break-up of
the family and the exit of Vijaya and
Chandrika from the SLFP and found-
ing of the SLMP.

The SLMP, and Vijaya in particular

took a positive line on the ethnic ques-
tion always vigorously arguing for a
negotiated political solution as opposed
to the military approach of the govern-
ment and the SLFP. At a time when
the government was pursuing crude
military attacks in Tamil areas and the
anti-Tamil propaganda was at full
throttle, Vijaya visited Jaffna and
Madras and met all the leaders of the
Tamil militant groups. He was one of
the few Sinhalese leaders who could
and did visit Jaffna and talk with ease
to the Tamil militants. The photo-
graphs of him embracing Tamil mili-
tant leaders were used in the south to
villify him politically.

Vijaya and his party strongly sup-
ported Indo-Sri Lanka accord and the
grant of regional autonomy to the
Tamils, but at the same time consistent
and ardent in their opposition to the
present government.

Vijaya’s outright condemnation of
the terror tactics of the JVP made him
an obvious target of its assassination
squads. Only two days before he fell
victim to JVP terrorism, Vijaya spoke
at the funeral of a Communist Party
organiser who had himself been assas-
sinated allegedly by the JVP. In the
course of his speech, Vijaya denounced
JVP’s terrorist attacks on left politi-
cians, human rights activists, student
leaders and trade unionists and de-
clared that he would never abandon
‘the struggle against terrorism, as well
as against the capitalist government
even at the risk of our lives’. His
attacks on JVP terrorism was given
full coverage on TV. The JVP’s re-
sponse was quick and characteristically
brutal.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please send all communications
to the following new address
TAMIL TIMES
P.O. BOX 121
SUTTON, SURREY SM1 3TD
UNITED KINGDOM
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BATTLE FOR THE LEGACY OF MGR

As to who is entitled to the legacy of the
late M.G.Ramachandran is the battle-
cry that is echoing across the political
skyline in Tamil Nadu. Only second in
importance is the issue of the Indo-Sri
Lanka accord and the role and actions

of the Indian Peace Keeping Force in .

the island and this is likely to dominate
the forthcoming electoral campaign.

The inglorious end of Tamil Nadu’s
shortest-lived (just 24 days) adminis-
tration of Janaki, the wife of the late
MGR who had the honour of ruling the
State for the longest spell as Chief
Minister, came following the unprecen-
dented rowdy and violent scenes in the
State Assembly on 28 January.

The AIADMK had irretrievably split
into two warring factions, one support-
ing Janaki and the other led by Jayala-
litha. The Janaki faction had the sup-
port of 97 MLAS of the ATADMK in the
234 member Assembly. When the 61
strong Congress(I) contingent decided
to oppose Janaki, the game was up and
it was certain that she would not win
the confidence vote to continue as Chief
Minister. However, urged by
AIADMK’s strong man, Veerappan,
Janaki attempted to cling to power
although a little knowledge of arithme-
tic and a little respect for democracy
would have convinced her otherwise.

The unseemly scenes at MGR’s
death-bed and later at the funeral, the
ferocious factional feuding and the in-
trigues and counter-intrigues within
the ATADMK which began shortly af-
ter the funeral paled into insignificance
in the context of the extraordinary
tactics adopted by the Janaki faction in
an effort to cling to power — the
unconstitutional actions of the Speak-
er, P.H Pandian, in expelling from the
Assembly all AITADMK MLAs belong-
ing to the Jayalalitha faction and the
use of baton wielding policemen and
armed hooligans to beat up opposition

JANAKI

THIRD LADY IN THE RING

(from our Madras correspondent)

MLAs in a clear effort to oust them
from the Assembly. The State Gov-
ernor, S.L.Khurana, had enabled this
cynical exercise by his rather curious
ruling that a simple majority of ‘those
present and voting’ during the vote of
confidence in the Assembly was suffi-
cient for Janaki to continue in power.

Constitutional procedures were
violated, democratic norms were under-
mined and the very image of Tamil
Nadu was tarnished by the antics of the
minority faction to continue in power.
But the victory claimed by Janaki in
the vote of confidence with the support
of 99 MLAs in an Assembly where less
than half the members were present
proved to be short-lived. And when the
State administration was dismissed
and Presidential rule imposed under
Article 356 of the Constitution on 30
January, there was a sigh of relief
allround. Dismissal of State adminis-
trations and imposition of Presidential
rule have never been a popular exercise
in India. But in the case of Tamil Nadu
on this occasion, the New Delhi’s deci-
sion was received with universal
acclaim, the obvious sole chjection com-
ing from the Janaki faction.

New Delhi and Congress(I) had
promised support to an ‘undivided lega-
cy of MGR’, but the AIADMK was
divided beyond repair. There was open
warfare and a plethora court battles.
Unable to resolve the conflicting
claims, the ATADMK Head Quarters
had been sealed by the police prevent-
ing its use by either faction. Despite the
claim by many, there was no one large
enough to make a legititmate claim to
the vast legacy bequeathed by MGR.
Angry at the decision of Congress(I) to
topple her, Janaki, who had visited
New Delhi before her -dismissal and
promised her full support to Rajiv Gan-
dhi, is now said to be embarking on an

anti-New Delhi crusade. One issue on -

which she has already expressed her
views is the Indian approach to the Sri
Lanka Tamil question. Although she
has not so far voiced her criticism of the
Indo-Sri Lanka accord which had the
support of her late husband, Janaki has
already made critical comments about
the actions of the IPKF in the Tamil
areas of Sri Lanka.

Enjoying the allegiance of many
Ministers of the late MGRs administra-
tion including the former acting Chief
Minister V.R.Nedunchezhian and
M.G.R.’s confidant Panruti S.Ra-
machandran, the Jayalalitha faction
claims to have the support of the
majority of the rank and file of the
AJAMDK. Jayalalitha the film star had
acted in several films together with the
late MGR. She was very close to him
.and was seen with him by millions of
Tamilians both in films and real life
unlike Janaki who had been relegated

JAYALALITHA

to the background and never interested
herself in politics while MGR was alive.
Now Jayalalitha is making a deter-
mined bid for MGR’s mantle and lega-
cy. And what is this legacy?

According to Panruti Ramachan-
dran, ‘MGR’s legacy means that what-
ever issues arose in our State MGR
used to solve them with a national
outlook. As has been rightly mentioned
by the Prime Minister, whether it was
the Sri Lanka issue or the language
issue, or any such problem, he always
had national and patriotic feeling-
s. . . After our late revered leader
‘Anna’ it was only MGR who had an
allround understanding of national as
well as international problems-
. . . Naturally people like us who have
been closely associated with him and
who have been fortunate enough to be
trained by him have imbibed that out-
look, particularly Ms.Jayalalitha,
Mr.Nedunchezhian. They will inherit
such a legacy’. From this defintion and
the fact that Panruti Ramachandran
was the liaison man between New
Delhi and MGR on the Sri Lanka issue,
and also the fact that Jayalalitha was
met by Rajiv Gandhi for one hour when
she visited the capital (as opposed to
the half-an-hour given to Janaki), it is
more probable that Jayalalitha’s fac-
tion will work closely in alliance with
Congress(I) during the elections as
AIADMK did under MGR.

In the battle of the two ladies in
MGR’s life, a third lady also has en-
tered the ring. She is Leelavathy, the
daughter of M.G.Chakrapani, the older
brother of MGR, and himself not an
insignificant film actor in his days. As
the neice of MGR, Leelavathy is also
said to have been close to MGR in a
different sense. It was her kidney that
was donated to MGR and the kidney
transplant saved MGR’s life. It would
seem that Janaki resented the close-
ness between MGR and the Chakrapa-
ni family and had contrived in the past

Contd on page 21
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- WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

The Tamil saying about the man who
fell off a palmyrah tree and (in his
dazed condition) was trampled by a
bull, was how people of Jaffna per-
ceived their fate when on 10th October
1987 the Indian Peace Keeping Force
— true to its name until then —
launched its ‘Operation Pawan’ in the
peninsuia.

‘Operation Pawan’ came at a time
when the people had hardly recovered
their breath from the bombs and the
blockade of the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment’s ‘Operation Liberation’ in the
Vadamarachchi region in late May. In
between the two came ‘Operation
Poomalai’ — the airdropping of 2214
TONNES OF Indian relief supplies, a
mere bagatelle coming to think of it for
a besieged population of 850,000, but
whooshing out of the rear doors of five
Antonov 32 transports and dramatical-
ly floating on parachutes to land on
territory which had hitherto seen only
50lb bombs whizzing from the air,
While Colombo burst out in anger and
called it ‘naked violation of Sri Lanka’s
sovereignty and independence’. Jaffna
went cock-a-hoop for a while; having
nurtured themselves for centuries on
emotional dependence on India, the
otherwise hard-boiled Jaffna citizens
lulied themselves into a sense of naive-
ty which is a misplaced attribute in the
new world of State power equations,
where cynicism, not sentiment, is the
central fact.

One would think that three ‘opera-
tions’ (two overt and one deceptive)
within six months, involving two gov-
ernments, were enough to crush the
spirit of a mere 8-lakh people who had
faced for over three long years every
act of inhumanity possible at the hands
of their own government, not barring
aerial bombing and helicopter strafing.
The fact that needs underlining here is
that the Ceylonese Tamil has an infi-
nite capacity to survive! Unlike the
supine fatalistic Tamilian of Tamilna-
du, who had never faced State terror-
ism anyway, and quite in contrast to
the unpredictably volatile but usually
easy-going Sinhalese, the Eelam Tamil
is a capable crisis-manager. I was told
that hardly had the Vadamarachchi
operation died down leaving a trail of
death and destruction, an enterprising
private minibus operator was already
busy recouping his losses with quick
‘conducted tours’ of the ‘ruins’. Which
only goes to show that while a certain
amount of self-pity, angry remonstr-
ance and licking of wounds is inevit-
able, life must go on nevertheless, And
now that the wind of ‘Operation Pawan’
has virtually blown over in the shell-
struck peninsular part-wasteland, we
hear reports of moon-struck romances
sprouting — among romantic IPKF
personnel and local lasses, some we are
assured even ending in betrothals and
marriage! Under which law, Sri Lank-
an or Indian, one does not know.

S.SIVANAYAGAM
(Founder Editor, Saturday Review)

Since public memory is always short,
let us go back a little in time. On 27
May 1987, President Jayewardene
claimed that the Vadamarachchi op-
eration was a fight to the finish: ‘We
have decided to fight and the fight will
g0 on until they win or we win. . . we
have taken three or four years to get
ready. . . everything must be put into
winning this war, if I may call it a war’,
(Reuters, The Independent, London).

On 28 May, Indian Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi gave Colombo this warn-
ing: ‘The time tc desist from a military
occupation of Jaffna is now. Later may
be too late. From the rubble and the
ashes there can only arise the total
alienation of an entire people, a more
determined militancy and more ex-
treme options’. (John Elliott in Col-
ombo, Financial Times, London, 29
May).

On 31 May, the Sunday Times, Lon-
don, carried the headline: Rajiv urged
to send troops to Sri Lanka. Reporting
from Delhi, Tavleen Singh wrote: ‘Rajiv
Gandhi the Indian Prime Minister was
under increasing pressure yesterday to
interveme militarily in Sri Lank-
a. . . Unconfirmed reports in Delhi
suggested that several hundred Indian
paratroopers had already been airlifted
to the southern city of Madras in
readiness for an attack. The reports,
which a senior Indian government
source refused to confirm or deny, said
the paratroopers would be used if Sri
Lankan forces continued to bomb the
Tamil city of Jaffna. . . °

The London Observer of the same
date reported: ‘The. sighting of two
Indian Navy frigates in Sri Lankan
waters has fuelled speculation in Col-
ombo that the Indian Government may
yet intervene in the military offensive
against separatists guerrillas in the
north of the country, wrote Shyam
Bhatia and Lucien Rajakaruna. . . .

The more significant part of the
report said: ‘Any Indian intervention at
this stage would be contrary to what
Colombo sources say was an ‘under-
standing’ reached between Delhi and
Colombo before the offensive started.
One Sri Lankan newspaper, the gov-
ernment-controlled Sunday Observer,
claimed that Indian Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi has given the Sri Lanka
Government the go-ahead for an offen-
sive against the main Tamil group, the
Tigers. Although Gandhi has since
urged Jayewardene to halt his offen-
sive, his appeal has been interpreted in
Colombo as a ritual gesture to appease
his own opposition and Tamil groups in
southern India. But Gandhi may be
forced to change his policy if the offen-
sive is prolonged and the Tigers can
mobilise support from their Tamil co-
religionists in India.’

NO ROOM FOR ALTRUISM

Before the Tamils pose to themselves
the question: ‘Where do we go from
here?, they might as well look back at
these various media reports and decide
to which of them were supposed to
attach serious credibility — President
Jayewardene’s threat, Prime Minister
Rajiv’s stern warning, the unconfirmed
airlifting of India paratroopers, the
sighting of the Indian frigates, or the
Sri Lankan government controlled
SUNDAY OBSERVER version of the
‘understanding’ between Delhi and Col-
ombo? I offer this as an exercise for
thought and analysis (on hindsight) on
the part of all thinking Tamils. Even if
one dismisses the last-mentioned as a
piece of calculated mischief on the part
of the Colombo establishment. Tamils
as a people have to learn to grow out of
sloppy, sentimental thinking when
assessing motivations and compulsions
of governments. No nation, small or
big, whether it is despotism or demo-
cracy, is ever guided in its policy except
in terms of its own selfinterest. It
would be futile searching for altruism
or morality in the dungheap of geopoli-
tics. If any nation talks about them —
and quite a few do talk morality now
and then — it has to be recognised as
acts of posture, not to be confused as
declarations of policy.

One might say that this is a tragic
state of affairs, but we live in tragic
times when the stranglehold of the
State over its citizens is becoming more
brazen and the rights of the citizens
vis-a-vis the State are being snuffed
out, sadly enough in surviving Asian
democracies. When governments opt
for military solutions, the imbalance
between the rights of the citizens and
the prerogative of the State becomes
more flagrant. What goes by the name
of the defence of the citizens by the
State is quite often the other way
round; as in Sri Lanka where President
Jayewardene had successfully per-
suaded the bulk of the Sinhalese
citizens into defending the State. Once
citizens are bamboozled into an illusory
concept of patriotism, it is a matter of
time for State power to get concen-
trated in the hands of a caucus which
could  decide policy not even in the
self-interest of the nation, but purely as
a means of self-preservation. In Sri
Lanka today, the extreme position has
been reached where the State itself
appears to have ‘withered’ and has
diminished into the authority of one
man — President Jayewardene who
might as well echo the supposed words
of King Louis XIV: 1 am the State’.
When any nation reaches this pass, the
next phase cannot be expected to lead
into any semblance of order. The re-
sidual options will be hard; they could
range from anarchy, revolution or fore-

(Contd. on next page)
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ign occupation! Cynical as it may
sound, in such an eventuality, it is
Sinhala society that would have to pay
the price — for decades of monopolising
the State to the exclusion of Tamils,

NO MATTER FOR SELF-PITY

While it is true that the Tamils have
suffered, and suffered grievously at the
hands of two governments, that need
not be a matter for self-pity. One
cannot think of any other liberaticn
struggle of any small nation of people in
contemporary times that had led to
such far-reaching consequences or his-
toric changes in such short period of
time (less than a decade) as to what has
beer achieved by Tamil militancy.
What Tamils have gone through in the
recent nast, and probably destined to go
through for some more time in the near
future, is what Alvin Toffler termed as
‘future shock’ — the ‘shattering stress
and disorientation’ when people are
subiected to ‘too much change in too
short a time’. The Irish Rebellion began
over 800 years ago and is not ended yet!
It took 100 years of revolutionary fer-
ment and defeat and disaster in 1905
involving the deaths of over 10,000
workers and peasants before the Rus-
sian Revolution succeeded in 1917. The
Zionist movement propounded the idea
of a ‘Jewish national home’ way back in
1897 and desnite qualified support by
the strong imperial power of Britain
throngh the Balfour Declaration of
1917, the state of Israel did not come
into being unti’* 1948. The Palestinian
Arabs who fled their homeland for fear
of death since then, are yet waiting for
a home desnite international recogni-
tion accorded to the Palestinian libera-
tion struggle. But while the Jews had
no common territory nor a common
economic life at the time of the found-
ing of Israel, dispersed as they were in
several countries and belonging to
different political systems, and while
the Palestinians today are steadfastly
carrying on a liberation struggle with-
out a territory, the Tamils in Ceylon do
have their own territory (even leaving
out the disputed East) and do have a
common economic life as well as a
settled identity in the land of their
birth, however distributed it may be at
this point of time. Qualitatively there-
fore, the credit column of Tamil aspira-
tions far outweigh the debit side — the
loss of thousands of lives over the years,
the suffering, loss of property and the
present diaspora outside their home-
land notwithstanding.

The answer to the question: ‘Where
do we go from here? lies in an honest
answer to the more relevant question:
‘What do we want?. Are we yet looking
for an honourable accommodation
within the Sinhala State? — a pursuit
in which we had failed in the long 40
years of independence and which made
us bravely declare in 1977 thus:
“There is only one alternative and that
is to proclaim with the stamp of finality
snd fortitude that we alone shall rule
over our land our forefathers ruled.
Sinhalese imperialism shall quit our

Homeland. The Tamil United Libera-
tion Front regards the general election
of 1977 as a means of proclaiming to
the Sinhalese Government this resolve
of the Tamil nation. . . Hence the
TULF seeks in the General Election
the mandate of the Tamil nation to
establish an independent, sovereign,
secular socialist State of Tamil Eelam
that includes all the geographically
contiguous areas that have been the
traditional homelands of the Tamil-
speaking people in the country. . .’

REALITIES

Ten years later now, do we dismiss it
as a piece of mistimed rhetoric and say:
Jayawardhanapura here we come? Or
do we think that in the radically
changed circumstances and in the
wake of the consequences that followed
the Indo-Sri Lankan Agreement that
such a recourse is now possible? Or
maybe, sensible? I asked a Tamil
academic this question, and he said,
hesitantly though, Yes. Or do we go to
the other end of the spectrum and ask
the question, hypothetical as it may
seem: Do we seek an accommodation
WITHIN the Indian State? Some peo-
ple are prone to think that it is inescap-
able at some future time, or otherwise
even advantageous to us in the long
run. Or do we chose the third option;
carry forward the liberation struggle to
its logical conclusion, even if it means
temporising for the moment, given the
overpowering odds that we are now up
against?

Whichever way one decides, . there
are certain sets of realities that, willy-
nilly we have to face. To whichever
polity we choose to belong, our future
for all time, (whatever grievance we
may have with Indian policy) is inex-
tricably linked with the Indian sub-
continent and the Indian people. This is
not a negative assertion but a positive
one. What is more, India is no longer
the India of Jawaharlal Nehru which
walked tall amidst the comity of na-
tions relying mostly on a moral author-
ity dervied from the Gandhian struggle

|

for independence. Much water "has '
flowed down the Ganga since then.

India today is a country with a formid-

able military muscle, and acutely con-

scious of it. She 1s the ‘policeman’ of the

Indian Ocean region and a tested ally of

a superpower.

There are other realities. Liberation
struggles are a far cry from convention-
al Parliamentary politics. It would be
foolish to try to mix the two. The most
resonant vocal chords of politicians are
no substitute for Kalashnikov guns,
and public platforms do not meet the
needs as do landmines. On the other
hand. the world does not look kindly on
liberation struggles. Since most coun-
tries have their own domestic compul-
sions, governments usually tend to stay
with other governments. They develop
an identity of interest in crushing all
popular movements, non-violent or vio-
lent; with a show of greater moral
concern if they happen to be the latter.
The United Nations itself cannot be
expected to act as a watchdog of human
rights or the right of self-determination
of oppressed peoples. More often than
not, it behaves as a lapdog of powerful
nations and groups. On the question of
Biafra, the UN identified itself with the
Establishment regardless of the im-
mense toll of human lives and suffer-
ing. On the Eritrean struggle it has
continued to look the other way. The
Kurds are faring no better. As some
cynic who once threw his hands in
despair, even God appears to be on the
side of the big battalions!

We have therefore to find honest
answers to the Following questions: Do
we as a people have the stomach to .
carry on a sustained struggle? Do we
have the bold conviction that there is
no other alternative? Are we ready to
pay the price for such a bold conviction?

There is an Arab proverb that goes
thus: ‘GOD SAYS, TAKE WHAT YOU
WANT IN LIFE, BUT PAY FOR IT.
The cardinal weakness of the Tamils is
that, while they would like to take,
what they want, they begin protesting |
the moment they are asked to pay for
it!

‘AGENDA FOR SETTLEMENT
by Indo-Sri Lanka Society

Indo-Sri Lanka Society which met on
14 February in Madurai in south India
has, by way of a resolution, put forward
an agenda of fours demands in order to
create a conducive climate for the
strengthening of the democratic pro-
cess in Sri Lanka.

The resolution was adopted following
a seminar held under the auspices of
the Society and addressed by ex-
Supreme Court Judge V.R.Krishna
Iyer, President of Tamil Nadu Kamaraj
Congress P.Nedumaran, president of
the Madurai University Teachers Asso-
ciation and two Sri Lankans H.N.Fer-
nando and Maheswari Velayutham.

The four demands were:

(a) Effective implementation of the

accord including a critical review of all *
measures taken so far towards devolu-
tion of powers and protection of the /
rights of the Tamil minority;

(b) Creation of a panel of eminent
men and women who have disting-
uished themselves in the field of human °
rights to go into all instances of all -
human rights violations by the Indian
Peace Keeping Force and the LTTE
and put out a report;

(c) Release of all political prisoners
including those belonging to the Tamil
community in the north and east and
up-country areas and Sinhalese from
the south; and

(d) General elections throughout the
island.

P
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LTTE SEEKS MAJORITY ROLE
TO SURRENDER ARMS

The leader of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam has in an appeal
dated 13 January urged the Indian
Prime Minister to ‘call off military
offensive operation and initiate
peace negotiation to end all hosti-
lites’.

The following is the text of
Mr.Prabhakaran’s appeal:

In view of continuing violence, disrup-
tion of peace in Tamil areas and the
immense suffering placed on our peo-
ple, I appeal to you once again to call off
military offensive operation and initi-
ate peace negotiation to end all hostili-
ties and to establish peace and nor-
malcy.

It is our considered opinion and that
of the people of Tamil Eelam that a
cessation of hostilities and the with-
drawal of Peace Keeping forces to pre-
offensive position will facilitate the re-
turn of peace and normalcy in the
Tamil areas.

As a preliminary measure towards
peace, we urge you to prevail upon Sri
Lanka to grant amnesty to LTTE and
to release our members and supporters

who are presently in custody with the
IPKF.

As previously agreed in the minutes
of agreement entered between the Gov-
ernment of India and the LTTE, we
pledge to surrender our arms as soon as
an Interim Administration is formed
with a majority role for our organisa-
tion.

As we have repeatedly assured you,
the LTTE will co-operate with the
Government of India with the impl-
mentation of the Indo-Sri Lankan
accord if Tamil interests are promoted
and Tamil people are protected. We
hold the view that the provincial coun-
cil proposals in the present form falls
short of Tamil aspirations and the
LTTE should be allowed a crucial role
in future negotiations to work out an
adequate frame work with satisfactory
devolution of power for a regional
Tamil state.

I sincerely hope that you will give
serious and urgent consideration to our
suggestion and initiate immediate mea-
sures for ceasefire and negotiation to
establish peace and alleviate the suffer-
ing of our people.

'FRESH INITIATIVE’ CALL
BY LEADING INDIANS

A group of leading Indian citizens com-
prising jurists, religious dignitories,
political analysts and scholars have
called for a fresh initiative to end the
conflict in Sri Lanka.

The appeal made on the eve of Presi-
dent Jayawardene’s visit to attend the
Indian Republic Day celebrations stres-
sed that the initiative should aim at
securing a general amnesty to all poli-
tical prisoners in detention at the time
of signing the Indo-Sri Lanka accord,
early general elections and genuine
devolution of power. )

Urging the government of India to
re-examine its policy relating to Sri
Lanka, the signatories said that they

were ‘greatly perturbed about the cur-
rent situation and the likely course of
events should the present trends con-
tinue’.

The appeal also urged the Indian
government to reopen negotiations
with the LTTE and other Tamil mili-
tant groups with the objective of bring-
ing them together. They also favoured
a serious dialogue with the Sri Lankan
opposition parties on how devolution
could be made acceptable to all sections
of the population.

The signatories included V.R. Krish-
na Iyer, P.N.Haksar, Nikhil Chakra-
varty, Rev.Casimir, Rajini Kothari,
Prof.Ashish Mandy and K.Elangovan.

First Asian
+ djudicator

Mrs. J .Chatwani has been appointed by
the Lord Chancellor as a full time
Immigration Appeals Adjudicator
based in Harmondsworth.

Mrs. J.Chatwani was called to the
bar from Honourable Society of Lin-
coln’s Inn in 1959 together with her
solicitor husband now practising in
Southall. Mrs. J. Chatwani served as a
Counsellor in the United Kingdom Im-
migrants Advisory Service until 1978
and thereafter as a Legal Officer in the
Commission for Racial Equality. She
was appointed as a part time Adjudica-
tor in 1980.

RS.10 Billion
Trade Deficit

For the first six months of 1987, Sri
Lanka suffered a trade deficit of Rs.10
billion. Total exports amounted to
Rs.17.9 billion during this period while
imports rose up to Rs.28.5 billion. The
deficit for the corresponding period
during the previous year was Rs.9.5
billion.

Japan was the largest exporter of
goods to Sri Lanka during this period
with Rs.4.8 billion or 17 per cent of total
imports. United Kingdom was second
with 7.1 per cent and the United States
with 6.4 per cent.

TULF Calis for talks
between
India and LTTE

The Tamil United Front leader,
Mr.A.Amirthalingam, in a recent press
interview called upon the Indian gov-
ernment to resume negotiations with
the LTTE with a view to enable the
latter to take part in the political
process. He also said that the LTTE
should take some ‘meaningful steps’ to
help in the resumption of negotiations.

Mr.Amirthalingam added that ‘an
interim administration representative
of the Tamil people living in the noth-
ern and eastern provinces’ should be
set up without delay so that it could
handle rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion work thus inspiring confidence
among the Tamil refugees to get back
to their homes and villages.

Mr.Amirathalingam felt that all the
Tamil groups should be represented on
the interim administration and the
number of seats that should be allotted
to the different groups could be decided
through negotiations between them
and the Indian government.

GOVT. AGENT
GUNNED DOWN

Mr.M.M.Makbool, the Government
Agent of Sri Lanka’s north-western
district of Mannar was shot dead on 2
January. It was reported that before he
was shot dead on 22 January. It was
reported that before he was gunned
down, the G.A. was questioned by the
area leader of the LTTE regarding his
continued co-operation in the carrying
out of the civil administration of the
district, particularly in respect of reset-
tlement of Tamil refugees returning
from south India.

It is to be observed that the LTTE
has put up posters asking the people
and government employees in the
northern and eastern provinces not to
co-operate with the Indian Peace Keep-
ing Force in running the civil adminis-
tration of these areas.

LTTE CLAIMS 1,037 IPK
LIVES

Posteres put up by the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in Vavu-
niya on 25 January claimed that as
many as 1,037 men belonging to the
Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF)
were killed since October 10 last year
when the confrontation between the

'IPKF and the LTTE started. As

against such heavy casualties of the
IPKF, only 170 LTTE men were killed,
according to the posters’ claim.

The poster also claims that over
2,000 IPKF men were injured, and 14
Indian tanks, 30 jeeps and some heli-
copters were destroyed.
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IMMIGRATION
AND
INVESTING
IN CANADA

Expert Canadian legal counsel at
reasonable fees. For information and
appointment contact:

Attorneys Joyce Yedid
&

Howard Schnitzer
231 St-Jacques St.
Suite 1201
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
H2Y 1M6

Tel: (514) 284-9549
Telex: 055-62171

PHILOMIN & CO.

SOLICITORS

For All Legal Services And
Conveyancing

Legal Aid Work Undertaken
109 Bell Street, Maryleboné, London NW16TL
Telephone: 01-723 3018
Mariampillai Philomin, LL.B, MBIM

SIV-RAJ TRAVEL
SERVICES

118 Tooting High Street
Tooting, London SW17 ORR
Tel: 01-767-8201, 01-767-8388, 01-767-7959

In addition to the most competitive
fare to COLOMBO

we also offer

DISCOUNTS for GROUP TRAVEL
to
MADRAS, BANGALORE & TRIVANDRAM
Special fares
to ’
USA, CANADA & AUSTRALIA
Discount on CLUB & FIRST CLASS fares

We are specialists in travel to
South East & Far East ASIA.

We confirm and reserve your seat on same day

Call us for Fast, Efficient &
Courteous Service

CASTLE
‘[zl ) CASTLE BUILDERS
SUILDERS

Building and Maintenance Work Undertaken
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
PLANNING SERVICE AVAILABLE
FOK A COMPETITIVE QUOTE

RING US NOW ON
01-646 5432

54 Woodland Way Mitcham, Surrey CR42DY

CONTACT US FOR
IMMEDIATE COVER OF

® MOTOR VEHICLES Competitive rates and easy terms for
short periods too, from leading companies.

@ HOME CONTENTS New for Old, Index Linked, Accidental
Damage, Deep Freezer, all risks on personal belongings
Including Jewellery with free advice on claim procedure.

We can help you with

@® MORTGAGES ® PENSION POLICIES

@ LIFE INSURANCE FOR @ BUSINESS FINANCE
OVERSEAS @ PERSONAL PLANNING
RESIDENTS TOO ® GENERAL INSURANCE

For personal service Ring or Write to

P Srinivasan
ARM ASSOCIATES

(Over 15 years experience in serving Sri Lankan clientele)
Licensed by the Office of Fair Trading

1524 London Road, London SW16 4EU
Telephone: 01-679-1952/3
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THE
GREAT
FAILURE

BY AP. VENKATESWARAN
(former Foreign Secretary of India)

CLAUSEWITZ is often quoted impre-
cisely as having stated that ‘war is
diplomacy carried on by other means’.
In fact, the correct quotation is: ‘War is
politics carried on by other means‘. But
since wars take place usually between
countries and nations and they there-
fore represent an international phe-
nomenon, regrettable though it may
be, the basic concept in this famous
statement remains unchanged.
Obviously, therefore, wars take place
only when diplomacy fails. Diplomacy
clearly is preferable to the use of vio-
lence to yield the desired results and for
realising national objectives.

However unpalatable it may be to us,
by this litmus test of the numbers of
wars fought, there have been more
failures in India’s diplomacy than that
of any other country one can think of
since World War IL India has fought
four defensive wars: in 1948 with
Pakistan over Kashmir; in 1962 with
China on our eastern and western
borders; in 1964 with Pakistan over
Kutch; and in 1965 again with Pakis-
tan in Jammu and Kashmir.

The fifth war in 1971 with Pakistan
fell in a slightly different category.
Although Pakistan had provided the
provocation by suddenly bombing a
number of military and civilian air-
fields in India, the strategic aim of
India was to use the opening given by
Pakistan, by going to the help of the
Mukhti Bahini forces in the then east
Pakistan, so as to bring about the birth
of Bangladesh as a new state. This
achievement is still without any para-
lle] in world history after World War I1.
The 1971 war had many special charac-
teristics which are to be fully analysed
by future historians.

While there was great provocation
and pressure at the time on India due
to the enormous influx of refugees from
the then east Pakistan, with over 10
million men, women and children hav-
ing to be provided with food, shelter
and clothing by an already impover-
ished India, the Pakistani bombing of
our airfields provided the necessary
legitimacy for the offensive mounted by
us. There was a national purpose
served which was understood by and
had the support of the entire Indian
people.

The latest hidden war which now
rages in the northern and eastern
provinces of Sri Lanka, in the guise of a
peace-keeping operation by the IPKF,
however, falls in a totally different

catgeory. Never before in independent
India has one heard of a ‘peace-keeping
force’ resorting to full-scale hostilities
against citizens of a foreign country to
support a tottering regime from col-
lapsing under the weight of its own
errors of commission and omission.
What is more, for the first time India
has placed its armed forces under the
overall command of a foreign head of
state, reducing our gallant forces to the
status of a mercenery contingent. This
is indeed a blot on the fair name of our
armed forces which have only fought in
the defence of our motherland or served
proudly in peace-keeping exercises of
the United Nations.

The India-Sri Lanka agreement of
July 29, 1987 is a unique example of
the failure of Indian diplomacy on
many fronts. Not because our diplo-
mats were lackig in skill, but because
the political leadership could not look
beyond its nose. The agreement itself
was a hastily put-together patchwork
without taking into account India’s
true national interests, the consequ-
ences that could result from such an

“armed intervention by India, the long-

term negative impact this would have
on the country’s reputation and stand-
ing vis-a-vis our neighbours, and last,
but not the least, the heavy cost in
money material and men that would
have to be borne by the nation as a
whole in what is evidently a mindless
and counter-productive exercise.

It is a public secret that the decision
to conclude the India-Sri Lanka agree-
ment was taken by a small coterie
without consulting others who should
have been involved. If the professional
diplomats had been consulted, the deci-
sion may have been very different.

In this day and age of supercompu-
ters and space exploration, when gov-
ernments have to look as far into the
future as is humanly possible, India’s
involvement in Sri Lanka has broken
the basic ground rules of diplomacy and
of defence. The national interest of
India, which is often quoted as being
served by the intervention of the IPKF,
in what is essentially an internal mat-
ter of another country, has been jeopar-
dised rather than furthered, with no
thought of the repercussions. It has
become fashionable to brush aside even
constructive criticism and to accuse
anyone criticising the armed action in
Sri Lanka of being anti-national.

Not so long ago the same charge of
being anti-national had been, at the
highest level, against members of Par-
liament who had questioned the steeply
enhanced defence budget. A strange
charge indeed, which adversely affects
the entire purpose of having an elected
Parliament in a democracy, where its
members have the duty under our
Constitution to debate all matters
affecting the nation, whether internal
or external, thereby providing the
necessary balance which would help in
the formulation by government of ma-
ture, carefully though-out policies.

There is sufficient evidence today to
establish that the draft of the India-Sri
Lanka agreement sent by Sri Lanka
had been cleared within a few days by

our leadership for formal signature. No
one apparently questioned the sudden
change of heart of the president of Sri
Lanka who had till only a few weeks
earlier, been adamant that he would
not merge the northern and eastern
provinces and would not tolerate a
unified ethnic Tamil entity to be
formed. It may also be noted here that
the India-Sri Lanka agreement had not
been acceptable either to the Tamil
population, or for that matter to the
majority Sinhala population of Sri
Lanka. The regrettable assault on our
Prime Minister by a member of the
guard of honour, which could have been
fatal but for the deflection of the blow
struck with the butt of a rifle, was a
demonstration of how strongly the
emotions run in the majority Sinhala
community.

One may pause and wonder what
this could entail for the future of the
India-Sri Lanka agreement where it is
faced with opposition all round (except
for the solitary affirmation by its pre-
sent head of state) including the openly
hostile but forced conformity of the
country’s prime minister and a host of
members in the cabinet. If one were to
consider this in the light of the fierce
resistance put up by the LTTE for the
last four years against the Sri Lanka
government to protect the Tamil speak-
ing minority community from the wan-
ton excesses of the Sri Lankan army
and security personnel, aided by fore-
ign mercenaries, how much more would
the problem be aggravated by antago-
nising the entire Sinhala community
who view the presence of the IPKF as
an abdication by their president of his
responsibility to safeguard the
sovereignty and national integrity of
their country.

The recent statement made by a
lieutenant-general of the IPKF, over-
seeing its operations in Sri Lanka, that
the IPKF took orders only from New
Delhi, may appear on the surface to be
only a minor pecadillo. However, this -
statement has already resulted in in-
flaming Sinhala public opinion to fever
pitch, compounding the embarrass-
ment already faced by the IPKF.

The - situation is made even more
bizarre by India turning a blind eye to
the non-fulfilment by the government
of Sri Lanka of its solemn commitments
under the India-Sri Lanka agreement
in regard to the devolution of powers
for autonomy of the ethnic Tamil
population in the northern and eastern
provinces. We have been content to
accept the assurances of the president
of Sri Lanka who has established a
record of going back on such assur-
ances as and when it suits him. Since
Annexure C was agreed upon in discus-
sions between India and Sri Lanka in
1983 and quickly reneged upon by the
the Sri Lankan head of state, there
have been a series of similar twists and
turns on the part of the government.
Sri Lanka is a signatory to the agree-
ment and it should be all the more
incumbent on it to observe its commit-
ments both in letter and in spirit. The
strident statements made by New De-

{Contd. on next page)
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thi have, alas, been directed at others
who have not been party to the agree-
ment.

The grave situation pertaining today
in our relations with Sri Lankan is
continuously sought to be obfuscated
by self-congratulatory statements by
the government and the ruling party
which have described the Sri Lanka
accord as a great success unparalleled
anywhere else over the last 100 years!
The same people constantly emphasise
that the accord and the action taken by
IPKF in its brutal implementation
have been welcomed all over the world
‘rom Peru to the Philippines.’

It is conveniently overlooked that
while a personal congratulatory mes-
sage from President Reagan was re-
ceived by our Prime Minister, when he
was in Colombo to sign the accord, even
before the ink was dry on the docu-
ment, there had been no such message
from General Secretary Gorbachev.

This is all the more significant since
India does have a treaty of peace,
friendship and cooperation with the
Soviet Union signed in August 1971,
whereas there is no such corresponding
document which we have signed with
the USA.

The statement by the president of Sri
Lanka, explaining to his people the
reasons for his concluding the India-Sri
Lanka agreement, is even more intri-
guing. He is on record as having said
that he first tried to get help from the
USA to contain the insurgency. When
that was not forthcoming, he addressed
the UK, Pakistan and China for the
same purpose. He admitted that it was
only because he had not received a
positive response from any of them that
he had been compelled to turn to India
for help since India was ‘the dominant
power in the region’ and was ‘friendly’
to ‘Sri Lanka! This statement alone
should have set warning bells ringing
in the corridors of South Block. But,
such is our naivety that this was in-
stead taken as a great compliment to
India’s status as a regional power.
Perhaps no better example exists to
illustrate the true meaning of the
proverb: ‘Fools rush in where angels
fear to tread’.

Let us now turn from this senseless
involvement with Sri Lanka and ex-
amine the relative priorities given by
our government to the areas of defence
and diplomacy. As already mentioned,
diplomacy is a low-cost option, as
against defence, for safeguarding the
security and territorial integrity of a
country and furthering its national
interest vis-a-vis other countries,
whether they be located near or far.

The lop-sided emphasis on defence
expenditure, now compounded by
heavy war expenditure which serves no
national purpose except to~alienate
permanently the people of Sri Lanka,
will serve to illustrate the futility of
such a policy. For people who are
known for their intelligence and capac-
ity to think, it is anachronistic that we
should countenance an expenditure on
our armed forces which is over 60 times
the expenditure on the ministry of
external affairs, including all our di-

plomatic representation abroad. If one
were to remove that element in the
ministry of external affairs budget re-
lating to grants and loans extended
through the ministry to Nepal and
Bhutan in particular, and to various
Asian, African and Latin American
countries in general, the effective
budget of the ministry of external
affairs would be less than one per cent
of the appropriations made for defence
purposes.

No one in his senses would prefer to
settle through violence what can be
settled through negotiations. India
which had been advocating a political
solution to the ethnic problem in Sri
Lanka over the last four years has now
turned a complete somersault and is
trying to impose a military solution on
the people of Sri Lanka.

Either we were correct in our earlier
assessment and, therefore, will be seen
as being dishonest now by the rest of
the world, or we were wrong in our
earlier assessment which we now seek
to correct by a sudden volte face. In
either case, our image cannot be en-
hanced in the eyes of the world which is
watching the unfolding tragedy involv-
ing India and Sri Lanka, some with
glee and some with mounting concern.
It is even sadder and smacks of self-
deceit when the government deliber-
ately ignores the way in which state-
ments are being made by the prime
minister of Sri Lanka and other senior
members of the cabinet, denying the

commitments made in the exchange of -

letters attached to the India-Sri Lanka
agreement in regard to Trincomalee,
VOA broadcasts from Sri Lanka etc.

What can be a diplomatic alternative
to the militarily unpalatable no-win
situation which India faces presently in
Sri Lanka? One possble way out would
be for the IPKF to declare another
ceasefire, this time of indefinite dura-
tion, and to call simultaneously upon
the government of Sri Lanka to fulfil all
its remaining commitments under the
agreement. Such a move would provide
an opening to suspend the ongoing
conflict and go a long way to calm down
and to regain the confidence of the
Tamils in Sri Lanka as well as in Tamil
Nadu. It would also demonstrate that
the IPKF is even-handed in its
approach.

If the Sri Lanka government re-
sponds positively, any remaining gaps
in regard to the devolution of powers
for providing autonomy to the Tamil-
speaking provinces can be speedily
sorted out. If, on the other hand, the Sri
Lanka government does not agree to
this course of action (which is more
likely), the IPKF would be within its
rights to halt all further action and to
stay put where it is now, so as to protect
the Tamil population there from a
possible vendetta that could easily
occur otherwise.

Our failure so far, in regard to Sri
Lanka and especially in regard to our
neighbours as a whole, is not a reflec-
tion on the country’s diplomatic service.
A professional diplomat can only report
and assess the situation and submit
possible options to the political lead-

ership, for minimising the damage and |
maximising the advantage in a given’
situation. It is for the political lead-
ership then to choose an option which
will thereafter be implemented by our
diplomatic missions abroad under the
overall guidance of the ministry of :
external affairs. So, to blame the diplo- -
mats for what is the result of ignorance
and incompetence of the political lead-
ership would be most unjust. In fact,
the Indian Foreign Service has won the
acclaim of other major foreign services
of the world for its competence and
effectiveness in projecting our interests
abroad. ‘

One aslo hears from certain quarters '
of blame being heaped on our diploma-
tic missions for not projecting a brigh-
ter and more positive image of India.
One need only refer to the axiom in
physics that an image cannot be brigh-
ter than the object. In any case, in the .
long run, we have to set our own house
in order and to revise our priorities if
we are to make headway in this field.

There is no altruism in international
politics and it is mainly the engine of
self-interest which propels nations in
regard to the decisions which they take.
The necessary changes at decision-
making levels can be made effective
only through a more active involve-
ment of Parliament so as to ensure that
right decisions are taken in time and
the possibility of errors is minimised.

Professional advice is a categorical
imperative in the complex world where
man has already landed on the moon
and is reaching futher into space. In
this, there is no place for interdepart-
mental jealousies and rivalries and
there must be an overriding emphasis
on natinal objectives. We go to a tailor
to have our clothes stitched and to a
barber to have our hair cut. If, per-
versely, a person goes to the barber to
have his clothes stitched and to a tailor
to have his hair cut, he will have only
himself to blame when he is seen by
others to be poorly groomed.

NO TEXT BOOKS FOR
NORTH & EAST

The disruption of civil administration
in the north and east and the unwil-
lingness of lorry drivers to drive their
vehicles to these areas owing to fear of
violence have resulted in the problem of
transporting school text books to Jaff-
na, Kilinochchi, Trincomallee and Mul-
laitivu.

Although some schools, have
reopened in the north and east, 197,000
students in Jaffna, 25,119 in Kilinoch-
chi and 19,519 in Mullaitivu have not
yet received their text books.

The text books printed at an esti-
mated cost of Rs.25 million are stacked
up in Colombo ready for transport.
However, lorry drivers from Colombo
are willing to go only up to Anuradha-
pura or Vavuniya and not beyond.
Unless the education authorities are
prepared to travel with vehicles to
these towns to collect the text books,
the inevitable casualties will be the
Tamil school children.
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DEVOLUTION
PACKAGE
CRITICISED

The package of devolution envisaged
through the 13th Amendment to the
Constitution and the Provincial coun-
cils Act enacted recently by the Sri
Lankan parliament following the Indo-
Sri Lanka Accord was subjected to
critical analysis at a symposium recent-
ly held in Madras which was addressed
by several academics and political
analysts from India and Sri Lanka,

The leader of the Tamil United Li-
beration Front, A.Amirthalingam,
stated that the legislative measures
enacted to give effect to the devolution
of powers envisaged by the accord fell
short of Tamil expectations and unless
further amendments are enacted, the
solution proposed would not be accept-
able. He said that currency had been
given to the wrong idea that what the
Tamils had been given under the Indo-
Sri Lanka agreement was more than
what even the Tamils demanded, and
such a claim was totally misleading of
the whole history of the Tamil struggle.

Recalling the speech made by the
Indian Prime Minister in August last
year at Marina Beach in Tamil Nadu
promising that the Tamils of Sri Lanka
would be assured of the degree of
autonomy that the States in the Indian
Union would enjoy, Mr.Amirthalingam
posed the question, ‘Can anyone who
understands constitutional law say
that the degree of autonomy given to
the Sri Lanka Tamils is what the
States in the Indian Union enjoy?

In answering his own question,
Mr.Amirthalingam said that the ‘de-
volution of executive and legislative
powers is not comparable to what is in
the Indian Union, The powers over land
are totally inadequate to meet Tamil
aspirations; the emergency powers far
exceed than those enjoyed by the Gov-
ernment of India over its States. The
Indian Government tells us that these
defects will be remedied. Apart from
our bitter experience of Mr.Jayawar-
dene’s firm assurances, not even the
Government of India is in a position to
say when these assurances will be
given effect to and when the shortcom-
ings will be remedied. If somebody says
that it will be done after the elections,
you may as well forget about it’.

MORE S.T.F. CAMPS

IN THE SOUTH

As the violence in the south is escalat-
ing, the government is moving more
and more Special Task Force contin-
gents to assist the police and armed
forces already deployed there. Three
STF Commando Camps have already
been opened up in the southern pro-
vince and the Commandos are carrying
on extensive cordoning-off and search
operations in the region.

Until the violent crisis in the south
developed, the STF specially trained by

ex-SAS British personnel were de-
ployed in the eastern province where
its personnel acquired notoriety for
their ruthless and indiscriminate arbit-
rary killings of civilians. Their capacity
for making people ‘disappear’ was a
well known feature of their operation,
Several persons have been reported
missing recently in the areas of the
southern province and human rights
organisations are atributing these dis-
g%);aarances to the activities of the

The STF is neither under the control
of the Head of the Armed Forces nor
the Police. It enjoys a rather undefined
special position in the security appar-
atus of the island. Although never
officially acknowledged, it is widely
believed that the STF is under the
direct control and operational supervi-

. sion of Ravi Jayawardene, the Presi-

dent’s son, who holds no officially desig-
nated position. For the first time, in a
recent press interview, Ravi Jayawar-
dene defended the STF and its activi-
ties thus confirming his role.

More and more batches of the STF
are undergoing intensive training, and
as each passes out, they are being
deployed in south Sri Lanka.

LTTE STORMS

BATTICALOA PRISON

A ten-man LTTE unit, armed with
AK.-47 rifles and grenades, stormed the
Batticaloa prison in the morning of 19
dJanuary and freed all the convicted and
remand prisoners. At the time of the
attack, the prison which could normally
house about 200 prisoners held about
40 convicted prisoners and 14 others
remanded awaiting trial. The guards
who were on duty offered little resist-
ance and were easily over-powered by
the Tigers who took the guards by
surprise,

It was reported that the prison was
not guarded by security forces at the
time it was stormed because no one
suspected such an attack on the prison
because it did not house any political
detainees. i

Newspaper reports which appeared
soon after the prison raid stated that
the Minister of Justice, Nissanka Wi-
jeratne, under whose province the pris-
ons operate, tendered his resignation.
However the President had not
accepted it.

IPKF MOVES INTO -
KACHCHERI AND
COURT BUILDINGS

On 20 January, at least 350 soldiers
belonging to the Indian Peace Keeping
Force (IPKF) moved into the buildings
housing the Kachcheri. (Government
Agent's Office), Courts and the Rest
House in Batticaloa in an apparent
attempt to pre-emt any attacks by the
LTTE.

It was reported that this move by
IPKF within 24 hours following the

attack on the Batticaloa prison was
made with an intention of preventing
similar attacks on these government
establishments.

Some reports stated that a contin-
gent of the IPKF has also taken up
positions within the prison buildings.

FINANCE
MINISTER
RESIGNS

Ronnie de Mel who has functioned as
Minister of Finance for ten years in
President Jayawardene’s cabinet res-
igned on 18 January ending several
days of speculation about his future
following his speech made during the
recent budget debate in parliament.

In a rather surprising and uncharac-
teristic intervention, Ronnie de Mel
stated that it was wrong for the govern-
ment to have postponed the general
elections in 1982, that he was opposed
to the holding of the referendum in
December 1982, that the present par-
liament was ‘stale’, that the govern-
ment had no moral right to continue in
power and that elections should be held
before the people rose up and said, ‘In
the name of God, go’.

As the speech predictably received
wide publicity, President Jayawardene
who had been parading Sri Lanka as a
unique bastian of democracy was left
with no alternative but to call for the
Minister's explanation. Ronnie’s ene-
mies within the cabinet itsif who were
waiting for an opportunity to under-
mine Ronnie’s increasing influence
ganged up against him. When Ronnie
failed to retract his speech or offer an
acceptable explanation, he was told by
the President to resign or be sacked. He
chose resignation.

The deputy Minister of Finance,
Mr.M.H.M.Naina Marikar, has been
appointed Minister of Finance.

FAST BY
MOTHERS’ FRONT

The Mothers’ Front of Batticaloa in
eastern Sri Lanka commenced a relay-
fast on 6 February. The fast lasted
seven days.

The action of the Mothers’ Front was
intended to focus attention on two
demands: there should be an urcon-
ditional cease-fire in the fighting be-
tween the Indian Peace Keeping Force
and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam; and the LTTE and India should
resume negotiations.

Each day two members of the Front
would engage in the fast which con-
tinued on a relay-basis by other mem-
bers joining in the fast during the
following days.

The fast attracted popular support
and a large number of people, men,
women and children gathered around
the fasting mothers and sang religious
hymns,




12 TAMIL TIMES

reonUARY 19gg

BREAKING his long silence, Dr.
David Selbourne (letter in your Janu-
ary issue) has directed his fire in all
directions — India, Sri Lanka, LTTE,
other Tamil militant groups, TULF and
even the Tamil Times.

He predicts prolonged suffering for
the Tamils and suggests that
thousands of Tamils may die so long as
the Tamil leadership continues to suf-
fer from the present illusions with
which it is afflicted. Hard it may seem,
Dr. Selbourne would appear to be right
in his assessment of the situation.

In an otherwise bleak prognosis, he
considers that unless such time as the
Jjust cause of securing genuine political
autonomy and physical security for the
Tamils gains real ground among the
Sinhalese themselves, Tamil suffering
will be prolonged. The real question is
how such ‘real ground’ can be gained
particularly in the context of the fact
that Sinhala opinion is being mobilised
day by day on an anti-Tamil platform.
The increasing power of the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna is quite evident
and the JVP is daily escalating its
armed rebellion against the govern-
ment mainly on two grounds: against
the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord which
granted at least certain concessions to
the Tamils and its total opposition to
the setting up of Provincial Councils.

London SW17 K.J.Samuel

¥ % %

YOUR news item captioned Action-

taken against 6 IPKF offenders’ (Tamil
Times, January 1988) is in very pnor
taste. What purpose does it serve to
" report the names of the victims? If it
was done to lend authenticity to the
story, surely you should have given the
names' of the Indian offenders. You
have added gross and calculated insult
to an unfortunate injury.

Hong Kong Dr.R.Natkunam

(Editor’s note: We tender our unqual-
ified apology for the inadvertance. We
can assure our correspondent that had
we known the names of the offenders,
there would have been no hesitation in
naming them)

* k¥

MAY I take this opportunity to wish
you the best in the continuing service
to Tamils all over the world. There
were so many papers which appeared
after 1983, but we do not know what
happened to them. They appeared
without notice and disappeared with-
out trace.

We have been your readers since the
first volume. So, keep it up.
Glasgow Dr.S.N.Saba

IN the last two issues of Tamil Times,
two of your readers have taken you to
task for your present critical attitude
towards India in general, and its Pre-
mier, Rajiv Gandhi in particular. They
accuse you of ‘inconsistency’ and ‘cynic-
al opportunism’. :

I find their criticism difficult to
understand as your new approach is
but a response to the atrocities of the
IPKF in the Tamil areas of Sri Lanka.
Do these readers seriously expect you
to continue to sing songs of praise to
Rajiv Gandhi while his army runs riot
amongst innocent Tamils in Sri Lanka,
killing even old women and children,
plundering even the. poor.

Inconsistency there has been, not on
your part, but on the part of Rajiv and
his advisors. You have been entirely
consistent in your chosen role as the
voice of the hapless Sri Lankan Tamils.
Please keep up the excellent work and
pay no heed to such baseless and
pointless criticism.

Southampton, UK. Dr.S.Velayutham
* %k E

REPORTS in the Tamil Times issue of
December 1987 reveal details having
far reaching historical significance. The
custom so far among Tamils was to
dispose of human bodies by burning
and dispersing the ashes over sea and
land. But in October 1987 the Jaffna
Tamils had been obliged to bury the

"bodies of the dead, either partly burnt

or unburnt, in their own gardens at low
depth. The air raid shelters they ha.d~
prepared for certain earlier eventuali-
ties, became conveniently suitable for
this purpose.in this set up the bones are
there for the next thousands of years,
to turn up whenever the ground is.dug
up. Foundations for new houses, plant-
ing of trees, or laying of flower beds, are
all likely to produce bones from their
ancestors.

No doubt when so recovered they will
be treated with respect. The children
will be told of the circumstances when
their ancestors’ bones happened to be
laid there. These discoveries will make
history alive for future generations in a
very effective way. What will be the
result of that effect ? For thousands of
years the Ceylon Tamils had held their
connection with India in great respect.
Future friendly overtures may revive
that respect to a large extent. But this
historical episode, revived periodically,
by the unearthing of human bones, a
feature hitherto unknown to the
Tamils, is bound to keep on reviving
permanently a most unwelcome image
of Indian Forces and thereby India too.

What has India gained ? The working
out of the accord was a great achieve-
ment, and does credit to the reputation
of India. But it has been spoilt by the
unwise manner in which the im-
plementatation was proceeded with. If
as professed the solution lay in the
political sphere, why rush the troops in
with such haste? A senior political
figure from Delhi could have arrived
with the power of the mighty Indian
Army at his call, and proceeded more

effectively to process the implementa.
tion. Somehow governments seem uy,.
able to restrain theselves from using
the force at their disposal.

All big powers have fallen to this
temptation of using the power of* their
arms. But recent history shows the
error of such ways. US.A in Vietnam
U.S.S.R in Afganistan, and now India
in North and East Sri Lanka. If al] this
discourages the use of arms it is for the
good. The Ceylon Tamils too have to
draw the lesson that however desery-
ing the cause, arms as a tool will not
lead to the desired resulk.

It is an irony that the present two
leaders with their antecede should be
faced with these events. The Indian
Prime Minister has spoken on world
platforms of the greatness of India in
other than military ways. The Sri
Lankan leader has been professing and
pointing out the futility of violence for
several decades. They both no doubt
regret that their well intentioned
moves have produced such ugly results.

Will they have the courage to go back
to their professed principles, and en-
gineer a violenceless method of pro-
ceeding to implement the accord ?
Gandiji was strong. When his civil
disobedience movement went wrong,
%e admitted he had misjudged and
modified his moves.

Adelaide Australia S.Rajan

INDIA would appear to have rejected
the latest offer of the LTTE to surren-
der its arms on the basis of it obtaining
a dominant role in the interim adminis-
tration of the Tamil areas. It would
seem that what India expects rather
unreasonably is an unconditional sur-
render by the LTTE and the acceptance
of the Indo-Sri Lanka accord. The Indi-
an government should act with a sense
of responsibility taking account of the
penalty that the suffering Tamils are
called upon to pay during this fighting
between the IPKF and the LTTE.

It has been reliably reported that
under the agreement signed on 28
September last year by the Indian High
Commissioner and the Deputy Leader
of the LTTE, Mahathaya, with the
concurence of Prabhakaran, proce-
dures were laid down for demiltarisa-
tion and for giving the LTTE 7 of the
twelve seats on the Interim Adminis-
trative Council; the Chairman of the
IAC was to be chosen from among three
persons proposed by the LTTE; a de-
gree of executive power was to be
conferred on the Chairman until the
Provincial Council elections were held.
In short, LTTE obtained dominance in
the JIAC with one of its own nominee as
Chairman with executive power.

In my view, the LTTE made a blun-
der of monumental proportions when it
did not seize the opportunity it was
given and decided to take on the IPKF
egged on by irresponsible expatriate
Tamils who, from their comfortable a}nd
secure positions in western countries.
are prepared to ‘continue the struggle
to the last Tamil living in Sri Lanka.

Colombo, Sri Lanka K.Sivasundaram
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I shall be most grateful if you could
open the pages of your esteemed news-
paper, to enable us to shed our tears
over recent events in Jaffna, and thus
assuage our grief to a small degree.
I have heard of the journalistic saw,
‘Facts are sacred;.comment is free, The
facts given below have been ascer-
tained by me from three reliable wit-
nesses, all professionals, who have
managed to come out of Jaffna.

These facts represent a small silver
of the truth of what happened in Jaffna
after 10th October 1987 and are con-
fined to two small areas (a) my village
of Ariyalai and (b) the central area of
Jaffna in the vicinity of the hospital.

I presented these facts, without mak-
ing any comment to the Executive
Council of the organisation of Profes-
sional Associations of Sri Lanka on
20th Nov 1987 and the distinguished
professionals present told me that I had
done a service by bringing these facts to
their notice.

Perhaps a wider audience should
become aware of these events. What
they do thereafter or how they respond
to what is presented, I leave to their
conscience and their sense of values.

One of the dead, Mrs P.Thambimut-
tu, was my late mother’s classmate at
Chundikuli Girls College 70 years ago
and a lifelong friend. About her violent
death, I have penned a few lines of
blank verse. This may rank very low as
verse, but the feelings that impelled
them are very deep.

® Mr. S.Shanmuganathan 45, em-
ployee in the Ceylon Electricity Board,
going to his paddy field in east Ariyalai
on a bicycle. Shot and killed on 12th
October. Body left in paddy field, as no
one dared to go there to retrieve the
body. - i

@ Mr. Thambiaiyah 82, (Father of
Mr. T.Sabaratnam) living with his
daughter who fled to safety with her
children. Killed by shell in his home. No
religious rites, no funeral due to con-
tinuous curfew. One neighbour has
gone and buried him in his garden.

® Mrs. P.Thambimuthu 80, (Mrs.
T.Sabaratnam’s mother) Shot and kil-
led and burnt half way between
Ariyalai Sithivinayagar Temple and
her home 200 metres away, where she
lived with her eldest daughter.

® Kannan Iyer 28, accountant. Son
of the Chief Priest of Ariyalai Sithiva-
nayagar Temple. Shot and killed and
body left on road on 21st October 1987,

this being Deepavali Day and the eldest

son having volunteered to go to the
temple to light the oil lamps as refugees
were there. Body on road for 2 or 3
days. Dragged home by Chief Priest
and burnt in his garden.

@ A six year old granddaughter of
the late K.Kuhathasan M.M.C. (LSSP)
Jaffna. Died due to lack of medical
attention during the continuous
curfew.

@ 2 bodies on Mampalam Junction,
Ariyalai, Jaffna. May be people from
neighbouring village of Colombuthurai.
Putrefying bodies burnt at spot by

people living in neighbourhood.

® Mr. D.Rajendra retired secretary
Ministry of Housing and his brother,
retired Chief Shroff of the bank of
Ceylon sons of late Sir Vaithilingam
Duraiswamy Speaker of State Council,
living at No.l. Sir W.Duraiswamy
Road. Shot and killed on 21st October.
Radio announcement on 6th November
obituary on 7th November.

® 2 doctors, 1 matron, 3 nurses, 1
driver, 1 telepohne operator, 2 works
supervisors and 11 minor employees
shot and killed while on duty at Jaffna
hospital. Other eyewitnesses had a nar-
row shave from being ‘silenced’ to pre-
vent the story leaking out.

@® Mr. S.Shivasankar, Medical Stu-
dent. Shot and killed.

When I showed this list to a friend

-who visited my home, he said he lost 9

relatives, among the 42 men, women
and children who dies at Pirambady
Lane, Kokuvil.

I have received information that my
house in Jaffna has been damaged and
looted. However, we have not taken
any steps regarding this, because our
first priority 1s to find out whether my
wife’s mother, sisters and their children
are living or not. So far we have no firm
news.

When similar atrocities were com-
mitted against the Sinhala people 72
years ago in 1915, there was a strong
and clear Tamil voice, that of Ponnam-
balam Ramanathan to state their case.

Now it is the turn of our brothers to
pay that debt.

The first step should be to carry out a
special census, village by village, in the
Northern and Eastern provinces and
ascertain the number and particulars
of those who have died or been maimed.

Human relief should take priority -

over infrastructure reconstrcution.

The Gentle Old Aachi

The gentle old aachi,
Weak and wobbly with age,
walking with her pollu,
Slowly to-the temple.
Husband gone long before,
Children retired or about to,
Grand-children in their prime,
Great grand-children by the dozen.
Weak of eye, weak of limb,
Fond memories of yesteryear,
Longing to meet her god,
Slowly walking to his abode.
Om Ganesha! What hit me?
What burning pain,

What great thirst,

She writhed briefly on the road,
And then lay still,

White saree bathed in blood.
The gentle old aachi,
Felled by an alien bullet,
Fired by an alien hand,

In this our free land,

The gentle old aachi,

Shot like a dog and burnt at the spot.

T.Somasekaram
(Courtesy of ‘Island’)

COLLECTIVE responsibility is a ca;-
dinal principle of any working democra-
¢y. But in Sri Lanka it appears to be
fast running on the political loopline
periodically Indian aligned and
maligned. ,

When Parliament debated the much
trumpetted Provincial Council Bill our
Foreign Minister compared the cabinet
to a packet of assorted biscuits,

Ready wittedly the Leader of the
Opposition retorted — a packet of rot-
ten biscuits.

The general public are at a loss to
understand how any national minded
Sri Lankan or the Urban Guerrilla
leader Prabakaran would be convinced
when the ruling hierachy had taken a
surprisingly uncommon stand and
perhaps ideologically divided on a eru-
cial bill brought to parliament at the
f’OSt of thousands of valuable human
ives,

The opposition too fanned the flame
instead of dousing the communal fire
presumably to quench their power
thirst. Added to the misery the state
media also stoops to opportunist prop-
aganda with misleading and fabricated
interpretations.

This had a direct bearing almost
across the Palk Strait and the Indian
radio too started to tune against the
LTTE in combat by smoke screening
the basic cause of dispute.

In fairness te the minority, the Indo-
Lanka Accord was thrust on them
against their will and particularly in
the absence of adequate parliamentary
representation of their choice. The last
four and a half years, the north and
east and to a little extent the south
have witnesed a painful ordeal of cold
blooded murders on an unprecedented
scale by the terrorists and counter
killing by state forces.

Prior to the Indo-Lanka Peace
Accord India embarked on an anti
Lanka propaganda worldwidely based
on the following factors:

1. Sri Lankan forces are the most
indisciplined.

2. State orders the killing of its
own ruling minority even to the extent
of deploying air and naval force to help
its regular infantry.

3. The combined state force, being
given an enhanced pay packet a phe-
nomenon unheard in the annals of any
military history to combat terrorism
within the country at an alarming cost
to the national exchequer.

Charges of vacillation and genocide
were levelled against Sri Lanka by no
less a person than the Indian Premier
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi and his Foreign
Minister for the failure of the Sri
Lankan government to reach a political
solution. The Indian Premier even
made use of all international forums to
spice his arguements advocating poli-
tical solution and never any military
solution to Sri Lanka’s ethnic problem.

Consequent to the Indo-Lanka Peace
Accord, the Indian army has engaged
in inflicting heavy casualties among

Contd. on page 21
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WEST LONDON
TAMIL SCHOOL

Ideas for actlon in the environment we llve in.

Your contribtuion may take the form of any project that has been
properly researched followed by your observations and recommenda-
tion for lmplementation by groups, bodies or institutions. Pictorial
representation and essays In simpie basic English covering numerous
aspects affacting our environment would be acceptable.

Some practical examples may fall under the following categories.

(4} Reéycllng of glass, tin, paper, water etc.

(2) Any project that wiil result in improving the environment as
reducing smoke, dust, foul smells, monitoring rubblish tips,
providing murals to brighten up an area etc.

(3) Feasibllity study and experiments to ?\romote the production of
trepical vegetables and fruits in greenhouses.

All projects shall be submitted by 16th. Aprll 1988 to enable them to be
exhibited at our premises on OPEN DAY SATURDAY, 23rd APRIL 1988
from 1?.0d0 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. at Stanhope Middle School, Mansel Road,
Greenford.

ALL ARE CORDIALLY INVITED.

FURTHER INQUIRIES FROM HEADMASTER W.L.T.S.
DR. R.NITHTHYANANTHAN
179, NORVAL ROAD.
WEMBLEY.
MIDDLESEX.
Tel.No. 01-804-3937

PROJECT FUNDED BY COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES THROUGH THE EUROFEAN
YEAR OF THE ENVIRONMENT ETHNIC
MINORITIES AWARD SCHEME

invites contributions from all those who may have

GOLDEN TRAVEL AND TOURS
LTD

Big Savings on Schedule Flights to Any
Destination World Wide
Write or phone:

GOLDEN TRAVEL AND TOURS LTD
ABBOTTHOUSE
1-2 HANOVER STREET
LONDON W1R-9WB
Telephone: 01-434 4501/2 or 408 1611. Ext 232/239
We are open on SATURDAYS AM only

You can achieve successin
higher education :

UNITY COLLEG

offers you

Commitment to highest educational standards
Highly qualified and experienced lecturers
Individual academic support
Fees you can afford and good locational advantage

Enrol now for full and part-time courses in:

Accountancy and Management Studies
Association of Accounting Technicians £650 per year
Association of Chartered and Certified Accountants £780 per year

Institute of Cost and Management Accountants £780 per year
Association of Business Executives £660 per year
Institute of Administrative Management £650 per year
Banking

Institute of Bankers Stage I - “Banking £650 per course
Certificate and Foundation Course”

Institute of Bankers Stage 11 £200 per subject
Marketing .
Institute of Marketing - Certificate/Diploma £600 per year
CAM Foundation £660per yoar
Data Processing

Institute of Data Processing Management £660 per year
English Language Studies £600 per year

For further details, advice on your career
plansand training requirements write
ortelephone:

UNITY COLLEGE
81-89 Fortress Road
Kentish Town
London NW5 1AG
Tel:01-482 3349

Mr S. Balakrishnan,sns.

DENTAL SURGEON |

42 Queensbury Station Parade,
Edgware, Middlesex HA8 5NN
Tel: 01-952 1142

Surgery Hours:

Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 3a.m.~1p.m. &4 p.m.-8p.m.
Saturday: 9.30a.m.-1p.m,

T ™)
=2Y Conveyancing!

Before you buy or sell your property write
ortelephone us for a written estimate
of ourfees

SOLICITORS with substantial experience can help
you with the following:

@ Divorce and Family @ Criminal and Civil

Matters @ Personal Injuries Cases
@ Motoring Offences @ Landlord and Tenant
® !mmigration @ Unfair Dismissal

@ Wills Provate and
Administration

@ LliguorLicensing

ALLLEGALAID CASES UNDERTAKEN

Nalliah & Xavier

Solicitors, Administrators of Oaths, Privy Council Agents

N. Balakrishnan, LL.B.
A. Xavier B.A.,LL.B., Ph.D.(CRIM)
1 Craven Park, Harlesden, London NW108SX

Tel:01-965 7186 & 01-865 9307
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TAMILS — ATIME FOR
SELF-EXAMINATION

Dr. R.Narendran (Associate Professor, King Faisal University, Saudi Arabia)

WE have all been directly or indirectly
affected by the tragic events that have
taken place in our motherland over the
past several years. It is imperative that
we undertake a critical and dispassion-
ate review of our role as a people and as
individuals in these events, however
unflattering the results may be, in
order to be able to learn lessons that
may help us in a future that appears
rather bleak at the present moment.

While a section of our youth and a
miniscule number of their elders re-
sponded with commendable courage
and considerable sacrifice to the de-
cades of injustice and mis-rule perpe-
trated on the Tamils of Sri Lanka by
successive governments, with the only
reaction — armed insurrection.— per-
mitted to them by a pernicious political
system, another section of our youth —
a majority — discerned the ensuing
turmoil as providing them the excuse to
seek ‘Political Asylum’ in greener pas-
tures in the west.

A human rights lawyer in Canada
once remarked that the number of
Tamil asylum seekers claiming to have
participated in the assasination of
Mr.Alfred Duraiappa exceeded one
hundred! The latter youth were aided
and abetted in this endeavour by a
cross section of our people with the
ability to command the financial re-
sources required for these forays. This
section of our population shamelessly
believed that it was commendable for
other people’s sons and daughters to die
fighting for their cause, but their own
should not do so! Yet another section of
our youth lacking either the financial
resources or the sponsors neccesary to
help their foray abroad, found the
on-going liberation struggle an ideal
cover to raise the required finances or
improve their station in life.

They shamelessly resorted to rob-
bery, murder, kidnapping and drug
dealing in their pursuit of money and
glorified their brigandage by claiming
to be freedom fighters! The ingenuity
and intelligence of the Tamils were
some times more discernible in the
antics of tie latter groups than in those
who had vowed to deliver the Tamil
people from injustice.

THE HYPOCRICY

It was also not uncommon to see
staunch Eelamites living permanently
as citizens or landed immigrants in
other nations, desperately endeavour-
ing to save their kith and kin through
the device of sponsored immigration,
while at the same time encouraging the
armed insurrection in Sri Lanka with
their money, words and deeds.

These people were incapable of dis-
‘cerning the hypocricy and immorality

inherent in their actions. They were
condemning the weaker, meeker and
the idealistic segments of our people
who for want of alternatives or by
deliberate choice had chosen to live on,
In their land, to suffer exclusively the
after effects of the insurrection they
were encouraging!

This period also saw a large section of
the educated and professional elements
in our society seeking permanent exile,
with the active and sympathetic assist-
ance of the Canadian and Australian
governments, in order to provide a
better future for themselves and their
children. We were also witnesses to the
ugly spectacle of our professional politi-
cians seeking safety in Tamil Nadu as
previleged guests, while continuing to
nurture their political ambitions
through means they were master at!.

The common thread one could dis-
cern in most of the above instances;
which unfortunately embraced a signi-
ficant and an important segment of our
people, was an overwhelming desire to
‘Run Away’ from their problems, rather
than confront them head-on.

Amidst all this activity based on
different perceptions of the lofty ideal of
self preservation, most of us chose to
remain idle spectators to an unfolding
drama. ‘Our Boys’ and the ‘Enemy’
were enacting a play to which we
responded with tears, cheers and jeers
as appropriate to each passing scene.
Some paid for the privilege of watching
the show by way of financial contribu-
tions to the ‘Boys. of their choice or
creation, while others had the privilege
of viewing it at no material cost to
themselves. The so-called liberation
struggle of the Tamils of Sri Lanka was
thus beset with the most sublime and
the most venal in human actions from
its very onset, with the latter over-
whelming the former in most instances.

It was indeed a curious mix of brav-
ery, sacrifice, hypocrisy, immorality,

selfishness, chicanery and brigandage
that presented itself to the discerning.

A SENSE OF SHAME

The inability of large sections of the
Tamil people to respond with anger and
rage at the repeated injustice that had
been perpetrated on them for four
decades and identify themselves com-
pletely with the struggle for their very
survival as a people, has led to the
present unfortunate situation in our
land. Few other people have been sub-
Jjected to what we have been in the past
four months and suffered it so stoically.
Unfortunately this was very effectively
shielded from the prying eyes of the
world by democratic India. When I see
in the visual media the Palestinian
men and women and, boys and girls,
defying the heavily armed and brutal
Israeli army with only sticks and
stones, [ feel ashamed for our people.

The scenario that emerged after the
recent, brutal Indian ‘Peace Keeping’
onslaught in the Tamil areas of Sri
Lanka is quite revealing. The very
same people who had hailed ‘Our Boys’
as heroes and did their bidding unhesi-
tatingly when the ‘Boys’ were success-
ful against the ‘Previous Enemy’, on
being adversely affected by the brutal
onslaught of the Indian ‘Peace Keep-
ers’, began to consider the ‘Boys’ a big
nuisance almost overnight.

The intent behind the brutality of the
Indian onslaught was none other than
to evoke this response. The Indians
knew very well that the general Tamil
population in Sri Lanka was incapable
of standing up for a cause in the face of
overwhelming odds. The Indians pro-
voked the anticipated reaction swiftly
and with uncanny accuracy! This was
one Indian calculation that did not go
amiss in Sri Lanka.

DESIRE TO ‘RUN’

The response of most of our people to
the murder, plunder, rape and numer-
ous other crimes committed by Indian
troops under the guise of peace keepers
was not moral indignation and right-
eous fury, but fear and an accentuated
desire to ‘Run’. When hundreds of
innocent civilians of all ages were de-
liberately, callously and brutally mur-
dered by the Indian forces, the logical
questions an indignant population
should have asked is, ‘Who gave the
Indian Peace Keeping Forces (IPKF)
the right to act the combined role of
policeman, prosecutor, judge and ex-
ecutioner? and ‘Who gave them the
right to behave as an invading army
having come in under the guise of a
peace keeping force?. Instead most of
our people have bent over backwards to

~ discover reasons to justify the IPKF

actions and play the role of Devil’s
advocates!

Purported overt or covert support for
the LTTE in various forms — meals,
money and physical assistance, are

(Contd. on next page)
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being trotted out as crimes to justify
the brutal slaying of 90 year old women
and hospitalized patients! Are not a
large number of Sri Lankan Tamils
whether resident in Sri Lanka or
abroad guilty of related crimes? Are not
the central government and Tamil
Nadu politicians in India who covertly
trained, financed and armed the LTTE

responsible for these same crimes to a -

larger extent?

It is indeed a sad spectacle that a
majority of our people despite their
education and innate intelligence are
unable to discern facts and feel even
righteous anger at what is transpiring
in their land. The very right of a section
of our population to express their in-
dignation at the injustice and mis-rule
perpetrated on us for four decades and
seek a just solution is being smothered
by the brutality of the Indian army.

The LTTE, whatever its faults may
be, is an expression — a symptom — of
the deep malaise affecting us Tamils.
Any discernible faults in the LTTE are
the faults of the Tamil people. The
destruction of the LTTE implies a des-
truction of the aspirations of the Tamil
people. The destruction of the LTTE
would only suppress the symptoms of
our malaise, but would not cure it.
Wilting under the brutal onslaught of
the Indian ‘Peace Keepers’, most of us
have chosen to conveniently forget why
in the first place the Tamil insurgency
commenced.

Qur memories are indeed very short!

We want ‘PEACE’ now and at any cost
and the IPKF with the courtesy of
Rajiv Gandhi has presented us with
this ‘PEACE’ now! We should be happy
as a people for ever after now! It is
indeed heartrending to hear of several
‘Tamil Eelam Liberation Groups’ bet-
raying their avowed cause and their
people and swaying to the tunes of the
IPKF and the Sri Lankan army! Alas!
such things can happen only amongst
us Tamils.

MORAL FURY

I wonder whether the westernized
education and the century and a half
long pursuit of crass materialism have
sapped our moral strength as a people.
We have become a people incapable of
reacting to rank injustice, brutality and
betrayal with justifiable fury. Our ‘LI-
BERATION’ as a people will be
acheived only if a majority amongst us
defy injustice, without fear for our
limbs, lives or property. Such a re-
sponse can only arise out of passionate
fury flaring up in every Tamil breast.

This moral fury does not need guns to
reach its logical target! This was the
principle that Mahatma Gandhi so suc-
cessfully taught the world. He was not
a messiah of passivity as mistaken by
many. He showed us how to give vent
to moral indignation and fury when
confronted with injustice. We Sri Lank-
an Tamils have missed a wonderful

opportunity during the past few -
months to teach Rajiv Gandhi, Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s lessons! What this missed
opportunity will signify for our children
and grand children is for history to
Jjudge.

This note is being penned out of
despair at what has befallen the Tamils
of Sri Lanka and with an intent of
provoking a process of self-examination’
and self-assessment in every one who
reads it. Qur enemy is a combination of
the timidity, fear and selfishness with-|
in each one of us and this is the hardest
one to subdue. Let us seek out and
destroy this enemy first if we are to]
keep our identity as a distinct people:
and our tryst with destiny.

We would become very much the
stronger for this. Only a weak people
can be trodden by others. This is a
lesson repeatedly taught by history but
which we seldom learn. Let us also not
forget that we can live with pride and a,
sense of belonging and identity only in
our land and in our own cultural en-
vironment.

Time will show our people the mate-
rial comforts and life styles of the lands
of their adoption cannot cater for these,
aspirations which would sooner or later:
surface. Let us cease being a people,
who always want others to fight our
battles! Let us learn to fight the most
important battle of our lives — a battle
we owe the future generations — by
ourselves with courage, principles and)
lofty ideals.

i ‘ .
Lily Rajah Age 76
A young woman from Jaffna lodged a
complaint at a Colombo police station
that her mother and three young chil-
dren were massacred on November 3,
1987 by the Indian Peace Keeping
Force.

According to the statement made by
Mrs. Vasanthi Sivapathan (38) to the
police Mrs. Lily Rajah (76), the mother
of the complainant and her three young
children Suresh (20), Priyanthi (16),
and Mahendraraja (15) were brutally
gunned down by an Indian soldier after
being called outside their house premis-
es by the Indian Army during the
curfew hours.

She is presently residing at Rajagir-
jya, Meda Welkada Road. She has
complained to the OIC Welikada Police
against the Indian soldiers deployed in

MURDERS
MOST FOUL

Mrs. Vasanthy Sivapatham

Uduvil area as Indian Peace Keeping
Force during October- November 1987.

She herself was shot in this incident
and came down to Colombo and was
admitted to Sri Jayawardenapura Hos-
pital on December 28. She was dis-
charged in january 8.

Raja Mahendran (44) former Air
Force Officer, is brother of Mrs. Siva-
patham and the son of the victim Mrs.
Lily Rajah. Her complaint to the police
about these killings is as follows:

‘1 was residing at Lilistan Uduvil,

Suresh Age 20

Chunnakam in my own house which is
about 700 metres from Maruthanama-
dam Junction with my mother by name
Lily widow of Sabapathi Raja aged 76
years, my two sons S.Suresh Aged 29
years and S.Mahendra Rak (Student
aged 15 years and my other daughter’
S. Priyanthy (student) aged 16 years.

On 3rd of November 1987 at about
6.45am I was about to enter the kitch-'
en from the main house, which is
visible from this main road. One of the’
two IPKF soldiers who was patrolling,
on the road shouted and signalled me to’
come out. I straightaway went towards
the gate which was locked with a white-
flag hoisted on it with both hands
raised. My mother, two sons and,
daughter who had also heard the call of*
this soldier followed me, with their!
hands raised.
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FORMULA TO BREAK
DEADLOCK

A nine point package of suggestions
has been submitted to Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi and to President
Jayawardene by Dame Judith Hart,
Chair of the International Emergency
Committee on Sri Lanka and Martin
Ennals, Secretary General of Interna-
tional Alert.

The suggestions are designed to
assist in breaking the deadlock which
currently prevents the implementation
of the Peace Accord reached between
the leaders of India and Sri Lanka on

28 July 1987. Under the Accord, the
Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF)
landed in Sri Lanka and the Tamil
Tigers (LTTE) agreed to surrender
their arms. Provincial councils were to
be elected throughout Sri Lanka.

The Accord still appears to represent
a basis upon which the long term
settlement of the ethnic conflict in Sri
Lanka can be resolved. The summa-
rised proposals include:

@ Agreement of all parties not to use

The soldier seeing us approaching
pulled out a fence post adjoining the
gate and ordered us to come out to the
road. We did so still with our hands
raised. He then marched us towards
the Uduvil Girls School at the point of
his gun. The other soldier followed from
behind. We were led about 50 metres
from our house and then stopped at a
point opposite the house of Mrs. Solo-
mons. Mrs. Solomon’s son-in-law,
Mr.Jayanthakumar was at that time
sweeping the verandah of his house. On
seeing him the soldier who was taking
us shouted and. ordered the man to
come out. But that person went inside
and did not come out. The soldier then
ordered the other soldier to fire at the
house. The other soldier fired twice
which was followed by a volly of bullets
— from the gun of this soldier. A few
moments later the inmates of the house
which included three men, two women
and a child came to the road with their
hands raised.

Rev. Sathiyan Kadirgamar and I
independently tried to explain and
plead our innocence but the soldier paid
ne heed to our pleadings.

He aimed his gun to shoot the Solo-
mons family but when they raised cries
he turned his gun towards us and shot
us all in a row.

My mother and elder son were hit on
their heads and fell dead on the spot
before my very eyes. My second re-
ceived the shot on his left hand near the
shoulder and my daughter on her right
thigh. I was shot just below the neck on
the right shoulder. The other soldier

Priyanthi Age 16

Mahendraraj Age 15

who was coming along with us had
moved away as though he did not wish
to be party to this act. The first soldier
having finished the crime hurriedly
went away, towards the Uduvil Girls
School to join the other IPKF soldiers
about 15 in number standing at Ark
Lane junction near Uduvil Girsl School,
leaving us two dead and the other three
critically injured and bleeding. it was
curfew time and no help was forthcom-
ing for some time. When ultimately
some help came and we were taken to
the hospital at great risk to the good
samaritans. My second son and daugh-
ter died on admission to the hospital
and I after three days of treatment
(Naganathan Nursing Home) — sur-
vived.
Witnesses:

Mr.N.Airiaratnam, (Retired Bank
Officer) Mr & Mrs.A.P.Jayanthaku-
mar, Mr. & Mrs.G.J . Watson, Mrs.Bala-
singham, Krishnapathy’, Mrs. Dr. Sel-
vachandran, S.Somasabesa Kurukkal,
Kuhan Mills, Mr.P.L.Patrick, Retired
AGA, Malvam Lane, Nuns of Ark, Ark
Lane, Joseph Pathinathan, Dutch
Lane, Miss C.V.Chelliah, Principal,
Girls College, Mr.Thambithurali,
Secretary, YMCA, Jaffna, Grama
Sevaka, Chunnakam, Dr.Selvarajah
(Presently England), Rev.SKadirga-
mar, Kataveli Church, Pt. pedro,
Dr.K.Yogeswaran, Consultant
Surgeon, General Hospital, Kotte.

All of Manipay Road Uduvil Chun-
nakam.

Vasanthy Sivapatham

weapons while a dialogue based on the
Accord continues.

® The creation of an independent
disputes procedure to prevent any
violation of the agreement not to use
weapons in order to avoid the escala-
tion of viclence and consequent threat
to the peace process to which violation
of the agreement would inevitably lead.

@ The talks should provide a phased
timetable — for elections; for the with-
drawal of the IPKF; and for surrender
of arms by militant groups.

® The International Committee of
the Red Cross to be invited to fulfill its
humanitarian role throughout Sri
Lanka as recommended by the United
Nations Human Rights Commission

The message to both leaders stresses
that it is important that Sri Lankan
opposition groups endorse any long
term settlement achieved.

International Alert calls upon gov-
ernments who have received Sri Lank-
an refugees not to return them o Sri
Lanka against their will but to work
with the United Nations High Commis-

-sion for Refugees to ensure a regulated

return over a period of time once the
settlement has been reached.

WIMAL & Co

SOLICITORS

* DIVORCE & FAMILY *
** * PROBLEMS * * *

*Marriage Breakdown
*Violence in the
Matrimonial Home
*Separation
*Access to Children
*Division of
Matrimonial Property
*All Other
Family Matters

HANDLED IN EXTREME
CONFIDENCE
TELEPHONE US F'S)TF_R AN APPOINT-

ME
RING 01-689-7503 or 01-683-2645
and ask for Mrs. Pathma Sockanathan

LEGAL AID
MAY BE
AVAILABLE

Also *IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY
"APPLICATIONS FOR CITIZENSHIP
“APPLICATIONS FOR ASYLUM: REFUGEE;
VISA EXTENSIONS
"APPEALS AGAINST DEPORTATIONS
‘POWERS OF ATTORNEY TO ADMI-
NISTER YOUR PROPERTY IN SRI LANKA
We Provide Professional Service
and advice on:
* Purchase of your New Home
-* Sale of your present property
* Arranging mortgage facilities
* Sale and Purchase of a Shop or Business
* Motor Traffic matters
" Insurance Claims
Our professional fees for replacing
your present mortgage with a bigger
mortgage and obtain cash. . . £95 ONLY
Our Professional costs for acting in
the Sale or Purchase of a Freehold
Property under £80,000. . . £250 ONLY
Piease Telephone us for a written
quotation

WIMAL & CO SéLICITORS

3,5 & 7 BRIGSTOCK ROAD, THORNTON HEATH,

SURREY CR4 74G
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YOGA &CO.

Forall yourlegal work
and conveyancing

Solicitors & Administrators
of Oaths

47 Booth Road, Colindale,
London NW95JS
Telephone: 01-205 0899

AIT TRAVEL SERVICES

® COLOMBO- SINGAPORE- MALAYSIA
CANADA- USA- CONTINENTAL
AUSTRALIA- INDIA

Reliable efficient service

01-204-1027

“?EF“ A member of the Glass

and Glazing Federation.

Double Glazing

Everest

FIT THE BEST

For more information
Ring now
01-803-4795

Discount up to 30 percent
available for Limited Period

EVERYONE 1S WELCOME TO
JOIN Fr MORAES ON A SPECIAL

Lourdes

PILGRIMAGE

10 DATES TO CHOOSE FROM
Plus special pilgrimages to Nevers

If you haven't yet had an opportunity of

visiting Lourdes - why not make 1988 a year
to remember! Fr Moraes accompanies each
pilgrimage, and there is a real spirit of
friendliness and warmth.
The departure dates are -

LOURDES - March 31st — April 4th
May 20th - 24th

June 17th - 21st

July 8th - 12th

July 22nd - 27th (incl. Nevers)
August 12th- 16th

August 26th - 31st (incl. Nevers)
September 9th - 13th

September 23rd - 28th (incl. Nevers)
October 5th - 9th

Inclusive cost per person to
LOURDES

£127.50

Extra cost to include pilgrimage
to Nevers is £30 (E157.50 total)

For further details call the
Asian Chaplaincy: 01-222 2895
48 St. Peter Street, London SW1
ot Amorito Nazareth - 01-969 6986 aftsr 1pm.

BREMAKUMAR BHALLOO

Accountants, Auditors, and Tax Consul-
tants.

Whether you are running a business or managing the family finance, it
pays to get good professional advice.

Our team of Chartered Accountants, Certified Accountants
and Tax Consultants will be pleased to advise and offer the
following services:
® Book-keeping and Monthly management

accounts.

@® Annual accounts.

@ Audits.

@ formation of Companies.

@ VAT and PAYE.

@ Minimising business tax, Agreeing tax assess-
ments, personal and corporate tax planning.

@ Management Consultancy.

@® Raising Finance.

@ Mortgages, Pensions and Life Assurance.

@ Supply and support of computer hardware and
software.

Bremakumar Bhalloo
591 London Road,
North Cheam,
Surrey SM3 9AG
Telephone: 01-337-8388

Office hours: Mon to Fri 8AM to 8PM. Sats 8AM to 6PM.
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DIED: Akilon (P.V.Akilandan) noted
Tamil writer died in Madras on Janu-
ary 31. Known for his contributions of
short stories and novels to Kalki,
Kalaimagal and Ananda Vikatan, he
was the winner of the Sahitiya
Akademi award for his historical novel,
‘Vengaiyin Maindhan’, in 1963 and the
Jnanpith award for ‘Chithirappavai’ in
1976.

RESIGNED: Well-known Tamil cine-
ma actor Sivaji Ganeshan quit the
Congress-I along with four Congress-I
MLAs on January 29. He said the
decision of the party high command to
vote against the Janaki MGR ministry
constituted a ‘betrayal’ of MGR.

HONOURED: Noted Mridangam

player Umayalpuram Sivaraman
awarded ‘Padma Sri’ on the occassion of
India’s 38th Republic Day celebrations
on January 26. A similar award went to
Sudharani Raghupathy for Bharata
Natyam.

HONOURED: Awarded posthumously
India’s highest military award, the Pa-
ram Vir Chakra (PVC) to Major
Ramaswamy Parameshwaran for ‘con-
spicucus bravery’ in the IPKF opera-
tions in Jaffna on November 25 1987.
The award was received by his widow
in the presence of President Jayewar-
dene at the Republic day celebrations
on January 26.

DIED: Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan,
known as Frontier Gandhi died in
Peshawar, Pakistan on January 20 at
the age of 98.

APPOINTED: Dr.A.Gnanam as Vice-
Chancellor of Madrag University suc-
ceeding Dr.B.B.Sundaresan. Dr.Gna-
nam was earlier Vice-Chancellor of
Bharatidasan University.

KILLED: Sri Lankan Army officer
{name not revealed) killed in landmine
explosion at Triyai in Eastern Trinco-
malee district on January 30.

ANNOUNCED: M.Kalyanasundaram
expelled from the Communist Party of
India in Tamil Nadu announces forma-
tion of new party called Indian Com-
munist Party to be formally launched
on March 31 at Tiruchi.

DEBARRED: Indian cricket captain
Dilip Verksarkar debarred from repre-
senting his country or state for a period
of 6 months for violating the contract
which did not permit writing of articles.

REVERSAL: The Janaki Ramachan-
dran AIADMK groups earlier policy of
total support for the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement has been reversed with the
Madras Assembly dissolution. ‘Let us
pledge today that the Centre restrain
the IPKF from attacking innocent
Tamils in the regions of Eelam where
they live’, she said in the presence of a
huge crowd of supporters at the Marina
on the occassion of C.N.Annadurai
death anniversary on February 3.

CIVIL ADMINISTRATION DISRUPTED
IN NORTH AND EAST

The civil administration in the north-
ern and eastern provinces of Sri Lanka
continue to be seriously disrupted. In
some parts, it is virtually paralysed.
The call by the LTTE through posters
not to co-operate with the Indian Peace
Keeping Force in re-establishing the
civil administration in these areas
appear to have had its intended impact.
Many government employees and
teachers have continued to keep away
from attending their places of work.
The posters put up by the LTTE stated
that those who went to work in de-
fiance of its request would be regarded
as traitors.

Even in the Jaffna peninsula where
the IPKF would appear to have
asserted overall military control, the
administration remains, by and large,
severely disrupted.

There appears to be no doubt that in
the test of strength between the IPKF
and the LTTE, the latter has displayed
a capacity to show that the Tamil areas
are ungovernable ‘without its support.
The Government Agent’s offices are
the focal centres of civil administration
and for the provision of services to the
people of the area. Besides the Mannar
and Amparai Kachcheries (Govern-
ment Agent’s offices) which are said to
be functioning partially, all the others,
Jaffna, Vavuniya, Mullaitiva, Kili-
nochchi and Batticaloa are reported to
be at a standstill.

The most affected by this disruption

DR.P.C.ALEXANDER, the Indian
High Commissioner in the UK, has
been appointed Governor of the State of
Tamil Nadu it succession to S.L.Khur-
ana. Hailing from Travancore in South
India, Dr.Alexander previously held
the post of Principal Secretary to the
former Indian Prime Minister, Indira
Gandhi.

TAMIL NADU, former Chief Minister,
the late M.G.Ramachandran, has post-
humously been awarded Bharat Ratna,
the highest civilian honour in India.
LT.GENERAL A.K.CHATTER-
JEE, has been appointed the new
General Officer. Commanding-in-Chief
of the Southern Army Command and
the overall Commander of the Indian
Peace Keeping Force in Sri Lanka in
succession to Lt{.Gen. Depinder Singh.

FOUR MEMBERS, of the Eelam Re-
volutionary Organisation (EROS) who
were arrested by the Sri Lankan secur-
ity forces in eastern Sri Lanka have
been released following the interven-
tion of the Indian High Commission in
Sri Lanka. The hartal organised by the
EROS in the Batticaloa area in protest
against the arrest was reported as
successful.

of civil administration have been the
ordinary people. There are an esti-
mated 50 to 60 thousand pensioners in
the two provinces who are seriously hit
by the non-payment or the long delay
in the payment of pensions. The other
category, which includes the poorest of
the poor, directly hit are an estimated
300,000 people entitled to receive food
stamps without which they cannot
dbtain their essential daily needs.

EDITOR IN
DETENTION

Mr. S.M.Gopalaratnam, Editor of ‘Eela-
murusu’, who was taken into custody
by the IPKF in November 1987, is still
under detention.

He was kept at the abandoned
K .K.S. hospital premises for most of the
time, under the IPKF unit based at
what was formerly Paradise hotel.

His wife was allowed to see him for
the first time only on 24th December.

On 15th January (Thai Pongal), she
went to the detention centre but was
not allowed to see him.

She was told it was a ‘public holiday’
and was asked to come the next day.
She saw him on 16th Jan. and again on
23rd Jan. She said that her hushand
was on a very weak condition and that
his eyesight was failing.

Appeals by the Editor of this paner to
the Indian High Commissioner, Mr.
J.N.Dixit, against his unwarranted de-
tention have not been fruitful,

BOMB ATTACK ON
HINDU TEMPLE

At least ten people were killed and 26
injured on 16 February when two
bombs exploded at the Kathiresan Hin-

du temple at Bambalapitya in Colombo.

All the victims were Hindus belong-
ing to the island’s Tamil community.
The bombs exploded in the midst of
hundreds of worshippers who had
gathered for the annual all-night Shiva
Rathiri festival. Those who planted and
triggered off the bombs would appear to
have deliberately intended and certain-
ly would have had no dcubt as to the
consequences and casualties that would
result from the explosions caused in
such a crowded place.

No one or group has so far claimed
responsibility for this outrage, but
suspicions have predictably fallen on
the JVP. However, it must be observed
that although the JVP had engaged
itself in a variety of attacks since July
1987, none have so far been directed at
members of the country’s Tamil com-
munity. If the suspicions turn out to be
true, then it would mean that the JVP
has opened up a new front in its
terrorist campaign.
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‘CEASEFIRE AND
NEGOTIATE’

Indian PM urged

The following is the text of a letter
dated 12 January 1988 sent to the
Indian Prime Minister, Rajiv Gan-
dhi, by the London based Standing
Committee of Tamil Speaking Peo-
ple (SCOT):-

‘We wish to address you again on
certain matters concerning the present
plight of Tamils of Sri Lanka in the
hope that you will give your earnest
consideration and take appropriate
steps to remedy the situation and bring
relief to a harassed and suffering
people.

‘Firstly, despite the reported reduc-
tion in the scale of the fighting between
the IPKF and the LTTE in the north-
ern province, especially in the Jaffna
peninsula, we are still receiving reports
from affected families which make it
clear that innocent civilians continue to
be targets of retaliatory attack by
IPKF personnel.

‘Secondly, for the last several weeks,
the violence resulting from the fighting
has escalated in the eastern province.
We are receiving reports of mass scale
displacement of people of the area and a
large number of civilian deaths.

“Thirdly, we are particularly shocked
at the number of reports of Tamil

women having become victims of rape
and personnel belonging to the IPKF.
We note that action has been taken
against a few in respect of such off-
ences, but we must advise you that the
situation in this connection has become
very grave. Particularly revolting are
reports where mothers and daughters
of the same families being raped at the
same time in the presence of each
other. In some cases, fathers have been
ordered, under pain of punishment, to
produce their daughters at the army
posts.

‘Fourthly, a considerable number of
houses have been taken over by IPKF
personnel for use as their army posts
and living quarters and the occupiers of
these houses have been rendered home-
less and destitute.

‘Fifthly, a large number of the major
school buildings have been taken over
by the IPKF and converted into ‘army
camps’, and this has severely disrupted
the education of children.

‘Now we wish to deal with the plight
of Sri Lanka Tamils living in India.
Tens of thousands of them fled to Tamil
Nadu and other countreis-following the
unprecedented violence of July 1983
and the violence and terror unleashed
upon the Tamils thereafter by the Sri

APPRECIATION
DR.A.SIVAPATHASUNDARAM

I came to know Consultant Paediatri-
cian Sivapathasundaram as a fellow
House Officer at Ratnapura Hospital
24 years ago. He was an internee in
Paediatrics, a speciality he was to pur-
sue later on. He was a pleasant col-
league with an amiable disposition, a
keen sense of humour and an infectious
laugh. He led an austere life style,
being a devout Hindu and a vegetarian.

Sivapathasundaram was educated at
Hartley College, Point Pedro and en-
tered the Medical College in Colombo in
the late fifties. After qualifying as a
doctor, he held various appointments in
government service and specialised in
Paediatrics. He worked at the Lady
Ridgeway Hospital and passed the Di-
ploma in Child Health. Later he pro-
ceeded to England to complete his
training and obtained the MRCP.

In 1978, he was appointed Paediatri-
cian at Point Pedro and in 1983 trans-
ferred to Jaffna General Hospital as a
teaching Hospital Consultant, a posi-
tion he held until he was killed in tragic
circumstances. About a year ago he
visited the UK and had told a friend
that he had to live with constant dan-

ger in Jaffna. During the days and
nights when the Hospital was the
target of frequent shell fire by the Sri
Lankan security forces, he stayed on to
care for the sick children in Jaffna and
eventually paid the supreme penalty

for his dedication and devotion to his -

duty.

In October 1987, 68 innocent people,
including 19 members of the Jaffna
Hospital were killed by members of the
Indian Peace Keeping Force. Dr.Siva-
pathasundaram turned up for work the
following day and was challenged by a
soldier of the IPKF inside the hospital.
He raised his hands as in act of surren-
der. The soldier having indentified him
as a doctor shot him in cold blood. As he
fell crying, ‘Muruga, Muruga’, he was
left to die bleeding inside the hospital
where he had served to save hundreds
of lives.

It is hard to explain this tragedy, but
I see in his death an act of sacrifice in
the course of his duty in the service of
his people. May his sould find Peace at
the feet of God.

— Dr.P.Arulanantham (former
Paediatrician, Jaffna Hospital)

Lankan security forces. We recognise
with deep gratitude the timely sanctu-
ary and support given by the Central
and Tamil Nadu governments to the
fleeing Tamils. Now, those Tamil re-
fugees living in the camps as well as
those who live outside and fend for
themselves are being asked to leave for
Sri Lanka. In fact, according to reports
in the Sri Lanka press, nearly 20,000
have already been returned to the

_ island.

‘We are advised that the large major-
ity of the Sri Lanka Tamils living in
Tamil Nadu do not want to return to
the island because of the continuing
violence particularly in the Tamil
areas. Although we recognise that the
Peace Accord provided for their return,
the prerequisite for such return was a
restoration of peace and normalcy in
the island, and this has certainly not
been achieved yet. In fact the situation
in the Tamil areas have become so
intolerable that thousands of Tamils
have gone te Colombo and its suburbs
in search of physical security. Even
western governments which have been .
waiting for an opportunity to repatriate
all the Tamil refugees back to Sri
Lanka have so far not thought it fit or
safe for them to return to the island.
India has always taken the view that
the Sri Lanka Tamils in India would
not be compelled to return until the
situation is such that they can do so in
safety and honour. In this context, we
regard the attempts to return them to
the island against their will as both
premature and unjust. Besides, many
Tamils while living in India during the
last few years have been sending their
children to schools in Tamil Nadu and a
forcible repatriation at this stage would
result in a sudden disruption of the
children’s education.

“The confrontation between the IPKF
and the LTTE which began on 10
October 1987 is still continuing after
three months. There have been high
casualties on both sides. But the death,
destruction and suffering to which the
ordinary defenceless Tamil civilians
have been subjected during this period
have been unprecendented. Despite the
enormous loss of life and destruction of
property, there is yet no indication of
an end to this tragedy.

‘India has always adopted the view
that a military approach would not
bring about a solution to the ethnic
conflict and restore lasting peace, and
this was the advice it always gave to
the government of Sri Lanka. With
respect, we believe that this advice
holds good even in the context of the
present confrontation between the
IPKF and the LTTE.

‘We urge your goodself and the gov-
ernment of India to take relevant and
appropriate remedial measures in re-
gard to the matters referred to above
and also to immediately bring about a
cessation of hostilities between the
IPKF and the LTTE with a view to
reaching a solution by negotiation.’
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to drive a wedge. Now that MGR is no
more, the estrangement seems com-
plete with Leelavathy throwing in her
lot with Jayalalitha. Leelavathy is now
threatening to contest in the Andipetti
constituency against Janaki.

Having helped to topple J anaki, Con-
gress(D) is in no better position than
before. Five of its MLAs resigned from
the party on the very question of
opposing Janaki. Its most popular lead-
_er and well known film star, Sivaji
Ganesan has also resigned from Con-
gress(l) in protest against its decision to
oppose Janaki. His decision is a big
blow to Congress(I) as he commands
widespread support among his
thousands of fan clubs throughout
Tamil Nadu. ’

Although comprehensively beaten

during the last two elections, the for-
mer Chief Minister M. Karunanithi has
kept his organisation intact. One time
close associate of MGR and scriptwriter
for his films, Karunanithi became
MGR’s arch enemy when he expelled
the latter from the DMK. That expul-
sion and the subsequent founding of
the ATADMK resulted in the downfall
of the once mighty Karunanithi and
the rise to power of MGR. MGR never
forgave the DMK leader and very often

used, and sometimes abused his enor-
mous power and influence as Chief
Minister to beat his arch rival. Last
year, when the DMK launched an
anti-Hindu agitational campaign in the
course of which some of the DMK
MLAs including Karunanithi burnt the
Indian Constitution, MGR used his
steamroller majority in the State
Assembly to expel ten MLAs belonging
to the DMK, including Karunanithi,
from the Assembly on the ground that
they had brought the Assembly into
disrepute by their action.

During the recent factional feuding
in the AIADMK, Karunanithi main-
tained a dignified silence only recalling
occasionally to newsmen about how
close he was to MGR when they were
together until fate separated them.,

Karunanithi has consistently sup-
ported the Sri Lankan Tamil cause and
tried hard to bring about unity among
the Tamil militant groups. However
the LTTE had kept its distance from
Karunanithi probably because it did
not want to displease MGR who, during
his Chief Ministership, bestowed enor.
mous support, material and otherwise,
upon the LTTE. Lately the LTTE has
made some friendly overtures to Karu-
nanithi with a view to getting his
support.

Karunanithi has always been critical

Contd. from p13

the Tamil civilians and also does a
subtle and spiteful propaganda against
the LTTE to camouflage the excesses
by its own military units. The undue
haste shown by Sri Lanka and India for
the re-settlement of the eastern sector
and the surrendering of the arms by
the LTTE are inadequately reflected in
their efforts to implement the peace
accord.

This cannot be achieved by muzzling
the regional press, clamping down inde-
finite curfew, indiscriminate killing of
defenceless civilians, shelling of educa-
tional institutions and intellectuals and
damaging the agricultural and fishing
industry of the north and the east.
Instead the IPKF could negotiate with
the LTTE, disband the ‘Three Stars’
undoubtedly an IPKF’s Trojan horse
and create a climate conducive to the
fearless, secured, healthy and happy
living of the minority Tamils.

It has become sine qua non for the
LTTE too to take stock of the dire
consequences of fighting a losing battle
resourcelessly with the Indian army
and go to the negotiating table. Indian
Gandhism, Lankan Buddhism or
Hinduism cannot be taught through
the mouth of machine guns. The con-
cept of truth and non violence should
not be taken for a ride. The leaders
concerned must practise what they
preach and that too when the writings
are on the wall in the simmering south
of Sri Lanka.

M. Selvasunderam
Sinnamalai, Thondaimanaru.

IT IS time that the militant groups
found a way out of the impasse caused
by the vacuum in the leadership of the
Tamil people.

Leaving aside the wild claims and the
failure to evolve a united leadership
which will be a very wise thing, what-
ever the disagreement one may have
with the accord it is best to avail of the
opportunity of the elections and use it
to know the wishes of the people and
determine the leadership.

An indication of the support each
group has will also facilitate the possi-
bility of resolving many issues that
prevented the structural evolution of
unity. When we know the support each
group has, it will permit a sharing of
power on a reasonable basis,

The struggle was meant to bring to
the people peace and prosperity. In-
stead, of strife, tension, fear, insecurity
and death are delivered as the end
result of their sacrifices, the people will
look to alternatives.

There seems to be no other alterna-
tive other than going through the elec-
toral process to end the deadlock. The
factional strife and illusions are not
what the people want. It has not liber-
ated the people. The attempt to impose
any one group as the sole representa-
tive of the people, by whatever the
method, has wrecked the movement,

The problems faced by the Tamil
community can be solved only if the
leadership problem is solved. There is
no other option but to understand and
adhere to the traditions of democracy
and accept the verdict of the people and
coexist in a multi-party system
London SW19 Aruler

of the Centre’s ‘soft’ approach to Col-
ombo. It must be certain that he and
the DMK will raise this issue and the
role of the IPKF in Sri Lanka in a
significant way during the forthcoming
election campaign.

In the context of the present state of
the parties in Tamil Nadu, it is prob-
able that no one party will achieve an
overall majority. In that situation the
possible scenario is that the Jayalalitha
faction will align with Congress(I) and
the Janaki faction, which is reputed to
have a substantial number of Karuna-
nithi fans, will align with the DMK.
Whatever happens, if one goes by past
record, any administration that is set
up in Tamil Nadu will gravitate to-
wards New Delhi and support the
Centre.

NEW NAVAL
TRAINING BASE

A new naval training base is to be
established at Boosa in the south of Sri
Lanka which is expected to provide all
necessary training facilities to recruits
to the Navy,

Hitherto main naval training facility
was provided al the eastern port of
Trincomalee. Although the officially
attributed reason for the shift is that
Trincomalee had already reached its
limits as a result of the rapid expansion
of the Navy’s manpower, it is widely
believed that the real reason is the
instability and violence in and around
Trincomalee resulting from the con-
tinuing ethnic conflict.

The new project is expected to cost
about 30 million Sri Lankan rupees,
and construction works are planned to

“begin this year. Boosa was selected by

the government as a suitable site for
the project because of the availability of
land and its proximity to the Galle
Harbour in the southern tip of the
island.

GRADE A AT
O’ LEVEL BY
8 YEAR OLD

Ganesh Sittampalam, aged 8, has be-
come unique in passing his O'LEVEL
examination with an A Grade in
MATHEMATICS. He is believed to be
the first to achieve a grade A in
O’LEVEL at 8 years and one of only
three to pass the O’LEVEL at al] at this
age.

He is a pupil at Arundel House
School in Surbiton but he did his maths
at home. He was taught by his father
who himself has a Ist class degree in
maths and a Ph.D and is currently in a
senior investment position in the City.
His mother also has a maths degree.

Ganesh’s father, though very busy
with his City work, managed to devote
some time during weekends among
other activities to teaching and guiding
Ganesh, who increasingly worked on
his own during the latter stages.
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Each additional word 60
Charge for Box No. £3
(VAT 15%extra)

MATRIMONIAL
HINDU, parents seek professionally qualified
partner for their 27 year old Doctor daughter.
Details & horoscope to Box 209 c/o Tamil Times.

SEEKING, suitable partner for talented Tamil
Christian 35 year old brother, U.K. qualified in
Electronic Technology, now settled permanently
in Norway and holding good job. Write to Box
210 c/o Tamil Times

JAFFNA TAMIL, Hindu lady secretary in U.K.
professional firm aged 31 seeks suitable partner
write with horoscope and details to Box M211 c/o
Tamil Times.

JAFFNA TAMIL, Hindu male, highly qualified
professional in UK., aged 35 seeks suitable
partner write with horoscope and details Box
M211 c/o Tamil Times. ,

SISTER, seeks suitable bridegroom and bride for
her highly academically (Double Master & Ph.D)
qualified, 35 year oid brother in U.K. and 30 year
old B.Sc (Hons) sister working in Colombo.
Please send charts & particulars to Box 212, c/o
Tamil Times.

SRI LANKAN, Doctor, former staff member
of United Nations, with two sons finishing
their Post Graduate studies (M.B.A. & Elec-
trical Engineering) in United States, 26 and
25 years respectively wishes to contact Sri
Lankan parents, preferably Christians, set-
tled in United states with a view to finding
suitable marriage parners for his sons.
Please contact Dr.K.Balasubramaniam
524C, Sea Home, Tanjung Bungah, 11200
Penang, Malaysia.

IN MEMORIAM

DR.VALENTINE JEYARAJAH — Valentine was
called to rest on the 27th of October 1987. He
had a recurrence of his former iliness and finally
succumbed to cardiac arrest, at Bulawayo Cen-
tral Hospital, Zimbabwe. He leaves behind his
loving wife Betty and children Praveen and
Jayanth. The funeral service was heid at
St.Johns Cathedral, Bulawayo, close to Mpilo
Hospital where Valentine was the Head of
Department of Anaesthesia. Fondly remembered
by his family.
‘And God shall wipe away
all the tears from their eyes;
and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain;
for the former things are
passed away.’
Rev.21:4

MANIAM, A.P.S. (Palasuppiramaniam, Anna-
malai) passed away in October 1987 in the wake
of the IPKF onsiaught at his home in Urelu,
Jaffna. He was the brother of Chanmugarajah,
Saraswathy, Mrs.Sivasubramaniam,
Mrs.Thiagarajah (Lincoin), Sivapathasunderam
and Mrs.Arumugadas (Harrow). He was the
uncle of Shyamala Kumarakuiasooriyar and
Kumaradas {Harrow) and Dr.Chitra Velauthapil-
fai (Lincoin). Fondly remembered by all his
nephews and nieces for whom he lived — 39,
Walton Road, Harrow, Middiesex.

Dr. (Mrs) PARAMES DURAYAPPAH — Expired
in U.K. on 15th January 1988 after a sudden
illness. She is the widow of the late Alfred
T.Durayappah — former Mayor & M.P. for Jaffna
and the eldest daughter of the late ‘Beauty’
Coomaraswamy (Irigation Engineer) and of
Mrs.Rukmani Coomaraswamy.

‘Parames’ — as she was dearly known qualified
from the Ceylon Medical College and served at
the Lady Ridgeway Hospital, Castle Street
Maternity Home, and the Jaffna Hospital.
She also served as the School Medical Officer in
Jaffna and later as the Chief Medical Officer of
Health, Jaffna Municipality.

In 1967 she took up an assignment with the
Brunei Government where she served in the
Medical services for the past 21 years. She
represented the Brunei Gowvt. in various interna-
tional conferences in Geneva and other coun-
tries. In recognition of her services she was
promoted last year as the Asst. Director of Health
Services which post she held until her untimely
death. The Brunei Gowt, also honoured her last
year by conferring on her a very distinguished
title.

She leaves behind her only daughter Esha
(Rochana) and son-in-law David Begho
(Accountant U.K)).

Dr.Parames Durayappah is the niece of the late
G.G.Ponnambalam Q.C., the late Rev. Father
Balasunderam and the late Mrs.Spencer Ra-
jaratnam and the beloved sister of Pushpa
Somaskandan (Teacher, Vaddukoddai) Puva-
nam Pathmanathan (Brunei) Mahen Coomaras-
wamy (Engineer-Brunei) Dr.Vijendra (East-
bourne U.K.), Pathma Wimal Sockanathan (Soli-
citor — U.K. & Dr.Sivandran (Perth-Australia).
The funeral took place at West Norwood cemetry
and the rites were conducted by S.Sabapathipil-
lai Esqr (Chairman, Brittania Hindu Temple
Trust).

Justice A.Nithiyananthan

OBITUARY

. ! i
ANGEL (Mathuram) beloved wife of Giri,
Daughter of Mr & Mrs Rasiah (Karainagar), sister
of Mrs Ariaratnam (Karainagar), Amirtha-
nayagam (Welling), daughter-in-law of Mr & Mrs
Selladurai (Nallur), sister-in-law of Kathirgama-
nathan (Bexley), Nathan (Epsom), Mrs Ganen-
dran (Burton) and Ravi (Kotahena) passed away
peacefully on 18 January after a short iliness —
32 Southview Close, Bexley, Kent.

A.SIVAGNANAM — Retired Electric-
al Engineer, Ceylon Electricity Board,
Formerly Lecturer, Ceylon Technical

College and the Katubedda Institute
of Technology died suddenly in Col-
ombo on 16-2-88 (Maha Sivarathiri
Day). He was the eldest son of the
late Mr & Mrs. E.Ariacutty of Chunna-
kam, Sri Lanka. He had his early
education in Kuala Lumpur and St
Thomas College, Colombo and later
qualified as an electrical engineer
from the University of Ceylon. He
leaves behind two brothers Ganason
{Power Division, Asian Bank, Manila)
and Dr. Maheson (General Practi-
tionaer, Coventry, U.K.)

MRS. KANAGAMMA PONNUDUR-
Al, Born 28-11-1921. Passed away
4-1-1988 in Tinnevely North, Jafina.
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Fondly remembered by her children
Vigneswaran (London), Rajeswary
(Tinnevely), Vijendran (West Ger-
many), and Srinivasan (London); son
in law Karalasingam (Tinnevely);
daughters in law, Thaya (London),
Vimaladevy (West Germany), Suhan-
tha (London); and grand children
Sivasuthan, Pathma; Rathika,
Prateepa, Sujeetha, & Ramiji; Jana-
kan, Vasanthan, Partheepan, &
Harithasan; Subash & Suhan.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following cou-
ple on their recent marriage:
SURESH THAYALAN, (Son of Mr. &
Mrs. A.Nesaratnam, 16 Colindeep
Lane, Hendon Central, London NW4)
& SAKUNTHALA, (Daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. V.Nadarajah, 24 Northfield Gar-
dens, Highwoods, Colchester) on
February 7 at Highgate Murugan
Temple, London.
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MOTOR INSURANCE
CALL US FOR BEST RATES ON OFFER

In addition to the introductory discounts,
we offer additional discounts for professionals,
civil servants and public service personnel

We also offer competitive rates for

* 100% Mortgages

and Remortgages

* Home Contents * Live Coverand
* Pension Policies

Contact: Bainbridge Insurance

Services Limited
{Over 15 Years experience in the insurance field)

Offices at:

WIMBLEDON

J. Kulendran

157A Hartfield Road, London SW193TJ.
01-5435181 01-5437158

FOREST GATE
C. Raveendran
78 Green Street, London E7 8JG. 07-471 335071866 01-472 2063

HORNSEY
N. Jeyatheesan
352 Hornsey Road, London N7 7HE. 01-263 7866 01-272 3941

LEWISHAM \
S. Theivendran -
Manor Park Parade, London SE135PB. 071-4630921

=

SAINBRIDGE

Encyclopaedia Britannica

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica —
Your Key to the Information Age

Dear Member,
If money were no object, would you own Britannica?
Of course. Most people would.

Well, now we're happy to say that you can acquire Britannica for far less than you
though possible. You can do so. . . direct from the pubiisher. . . at a substantial
Group Discount.

Why have we made it as easy as possibie to put Britannica into the homes of
members?

Because it's the most unique approach to home learning developed in over 200
years. Encyclopaedia Britannica meets today's needs with its expanded forma-
t. . . animpressive 32 volumes, including a helpful 2-Volume index. . . plus, as
a bonus to new Britannica owners, your first copy of the exciting Britannica World
Date Annual — yours free from Britannica Home Library Service. The New
Encyclopaedia Britannica combines the all-important advantages of being easy to
use while bringing you more up-to-date facts on more subjects than any other
encyclopaedia.

Today's Britannica is, quite simply, unequalled by any other reference source in
the world.

Right now, mail the enclosed card to get a free booklet and details of this
outstanding Group Discount Offer. There's no obligation to buy a thing, of course.

Sincerely,
Felicity Crawford
Encyclopaedia Britannica International, Ltd.

A substantial Group Discount of 21 percent off the regular
retail price available to all subscribers of Tamil Times.

TRISTAR
INTERNATIONAL

257 Queens Road, Wimbledon,
London SW19 8NY

A special shop for all Srilankans

® Groceries, Off Licence, and all Household Items
@ Jaffna Vegetables, Country Rice and Flour

@® Home made Coffee and Chilli Powder

® Gingeli Oil, & Dried Fish

@ Broken Basmati Rice

ALL AVAILABLE UNDER ONE ROOF

Prompt, Free, Home Delivery service of all household
goods including vegetables, meat and fish.

TAMIL VIDEO
AND
AUDIO CASSETTESS

We supply your requirements for Abishekam, Pooja and other
ceremonies at Ganapathy Temple, Wimbledon.

For further details please contact Yoga on 01-542-4931 or
01-771-4407 (evenings only)

PREUVENEERS & CO

Elm House, 113-115 London Road,
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 2JA.

NOTARIES & SOLICITORS

Sponsbrship documents prepared
&

Notarised
All Conveyancing & Mortgages
arranged
Mr R. Thavarajah L.L.B. Solicitor
Mr B. Preuveneers L.L.B. Solicitor
Tel: 01-646-4885
Quote reference Tamil Times

TWO accomplished violinists, Sangeetha Vidwans Sivaraman and
Kalaivani Indrakumar, who had learnt their skills from Violin Virtuoso
Sangeetha Kalanithi T.N.Krishnan, appeared recently in a violin duet on
BBC TV. They were accompanied by Balasri (Mrdangam), Anandarajah
{Gadam), Sivarajah (Morsing) & Miss Sanmuganathan (Thambura).
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Quality, practicai computer training for students, business and professional people.

LONDON SCHOOL
OF COMPUTING

OFFERS

FULL TIME COURSES
IN

A.A.T.
Certificate in Accounting
Membership Examinations:-

@ Preliminary

@® Intermediate
® Final

1.D.P.M.
Partl Part |l
Part Ill Part IV

ACCOUNTANCY:

ACCA & CIMA Courses
CITY & GUILDS:

Programming Courses
COMPUTER COURSES:

There are a number of short term and long term computer courses available to
suit everyone from student to professional.

Our Full-Time Courses satisfy

HOME OFFICE REQUIREMENTS

H . For further details and application form contact:
| THE REGISTRAR
L.S.C.
LINBURN HOUSE
340 — 342 KILBURN HIGH ROAD
LONDON NW6 2QJ

Telephone: 01-328 9966 & 624 2286
FAX: 01-624 4100
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