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Slemg iy asenr :

1. "But there Is one case In which the Marxists are duty bound, it
they do not want to betray democracy and the proletariat, to
defend one special demand in the national question; that is, the
right of nations to self-determination (para 9 of the R.S.D.L.P.
Programme ), l.e., the right to political secession. * (Lenin, The

National programme of the R.S.D.L.P, Questions of National
Policy and Proletarlan Internationallsm, page 7-8.)

2. "The rightto self-determination, my dear Mr.Liquidator, certalnly
does notimply the solution of the problem by a central parliament,
but by a parliament, a Dlet, or a referendum of the seceding
minority.” (Ibid, p.8.)

'3 *In order not to Infringe on the right to self-determinatlon,

therefore, we are duty bound not ‘o vote for secession, as the
wily Mr.Semkovaky assumes, but to vote for the rlght of the
seceding region to decide the question itselt. * (/bid, p.9.)
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*It would seem that even with Mr.Semkovsky's mental abilities it
is not difficult to deduce that 'the right to divorce' does not require
that one should vote for divorcel* (Ibid, p.9.)

"Swedish nationalist democrats could refrain from a type of
agitation that the principle of the right to self-determination
demands of the proletariat of ruling, oppressor natlons.” (Ibld,
p.9.) &

"The recognition of the right to self-determination is, Mr.
Semkovsky assures us, 'playing into the hands of the most
through-paced bourgeois natlonalism', This is chlldish nonsense
since the recognition of the right does not exclude elther
propaganda and agitation against separation or the exposure of
bourgeois nationallsm. But It is absolutely indisputable that the
denlal of the right to saeceds is 'playing Into the hands' of the
most though-paced reactionary Great-Russlan nationalism!” (lbid,
p.10.)

“The national programme of working-class democracy is:
absolutely no privileges for any one nation or any one language;
the solution of the problem of the political self-determination of
nations, that is, their separation as states by completely free,
democratic methods; ..." (Critical Remarks On The National
Question. (/bid, p.15.)

"Slmllarly, the Great-Russian Manist will be bogged down, not

- only in bourgeois, but also in Black-Hundred nationallsm, if he

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

loses sight, even for a moment, of the demand for complete
equality for the Ukrainians, or of their rightto form an |ndependen|
state " (/bid, p.26.)

.. we must inevitably reach the conclusion that the seif-
determination of nations means the political separation of these
nations from alien national bodies, and the formation of an
independent national state.

*Later on we shall see still other reasons why it would be wrong
to interpret the right to self-determination as meaning anything
but the right to existence as a separate state.” (Lenin, The Right
Of Natlons To Self-Determination, Selected Works, Moscow 1970,
Volume 1, Page 598-99.)

"It means that 'seli-determination of nations' in the Marxists'
Programme cannol, from a historico- economic point of view,
have any other meaning than political self-determination, state
independence, and the formation of a national state.” (/bid, p.601.)

“... In protesting against the demand for the independence of
Poland, Rosa Luxemburg refers to a pamphlet she wrote in 1898,
proving the rapid ‘industrial development of Poland', with the
latter's manufactured goods belng marketed in Russia. Needless
to say, no conclusion whatever can be drawn from these on the
question of the right to self-determination; It only proves the
disappearance of the old Poland of the landed gentry, etc.* (/bid,
p.603-04.)

"That is why the proletariat confines itsell, so to speak, to the
negative demand for recognition of the right to self-determination,
without giving guarantees to any nation, and without undertaking
to give anything at the expense of another nation.” (/bid, p.609.)

*On the plea that its demands are ‘practical’, the bourgeoisie of
the oppressed nations will call upon the proletariat to support its
aspirations unconditionally. The most practical procedure Is to
say a plain 'yes' In favour of the secesslon of a particular nation
rather than in favour of all nations having the right to secede!*
(Ibid, p.610.)

“It, in our political agitation, we fail to advance and advocate the
slogan of the rightto secession, we shall play into the hands, not
only of the bourgeoisie, but also of the feudal landlords and the
absolutism of the oppressor nation.” (/bid, p.611.)

*When, in her anxiety not to 'assist' the natlonalist bourgeoisie of
Poland, Rosa Luxemburg rejects the right to secession in the
programme of the Marxists in Russia, she Is in fact asslsting the
Great-Russian Black Hundreds." (/bid, p.611.)

"Whether the Ukraine, for example, Is destined to form an
independent state Is a matter that will be determined by a
thousand unpredictable factors. Without attempting Idle ‘guesses’,
we firmly uphold something that is beyond doubit: ihe right of the
Ukraine to form such a stale." (/bid. p.612.)

"It was obvious that Mr. Mogilyansky was trying to evade a direct
reply to the question whether or not he recognized the right to
political self-determination, i.e. to secession.® (/bid, p.615.)

18.

19,

20.

21,

"To accuse those who support freedom of self-determination,
i.e., freedom to secede, of encouraging separatism, Is as foolish
and hypocritical as accusing those who advocate freedom of
divorce of encouraging the destruction of family ties." (/b/d, p.620.)

“From the sociglists' polnt of view it was undoubtedly a mistake
to ignore the tasks of national liberation in a situation where
natlonat oppression existed.” (/bld, p.628.)

"It Is not difficult to understand that the recognition by the Marxists

of the whole of Aussia, and first and foremost by the Great-
Russians, of the right of natlons to secede in no way precludes
agitation agalinst secession by Marxists of & particular oppressed
nation, just as the recognition of the right to divorce does not
preciude agitation against divorce in a particular case.® (/bid,
p.644-45, footnote.)

*The right of nations to self-determination implies exclusively
the right to independence in the political sense, the right lo free
polltical separation from the oppressor natlon. Specifically, this
demand for political democracy implies complste freedom to
agitate for secession and for a referendum on secession by the
seceding nation. This demand, therefore, is not the equivalent of
a demand for separation, fragmentation and the formation of
smali states.” (Lenin, The Soclallst Revolution And The Right Of
Nations To Self-Determinatlon, Questions Of National Policy And
Proletarian Internationalism, page 113.) 3

. "Flrst, the advanced capitalist countries of Western Europe and

the United States. In these countries progressive bourgeois
national movements came to an end long ago. Every one of these
'great’ natlons oppresses other nations both in the colonles and
at home. The tasks of the proletariat of these ruling nations are
the same as those of the proletariat in England in the nineteenth
century in relation to Ireland.

“Secondly, Eastern Europe: Austria, the Balkans and particularty

Russia. Here it was the twenlieth century that particularly
developed the bourgeois-democratic national movements and
intensified the national struggle. The tasks of the proletariat in
these countries both in compleling their bourgeols - democratic
reforms, and rendering assistance to the socialist revolution in
other countries, cannot be carried out without championing the
right of nalions to self-determination. The mos difficuli and most
important task in this Is to unite the class struggle of the workers
of the oppressor nations with that of the workers of the oppressed
nations.

*Thirdly, the semi-colonial countries, such as China, Persla and Turkey,

23.

24. °

25

27.

28.
29,
30,

and all the colonies, which have a combined population of 1000
million. In these countries the bourgeois-demacratic movements
sither have hardly begun, or have still a long way to go. Soclalists
must not only demand the unconditional and immediate liberation
of the colonies without compensation and this demand in its
political expression signifies nothing etse than the recognition of
the rightto self determination; they must also render determined
support to the more revolutionary elements In the bourgeois-
democratic movemenits for national liberation in these countries
and assist their uprising - or revolutionary war, in the event of
one - against the imperialist powers that oppress them. (/bid,
p.118-19.)
“Mr. Kokoshkin showed that he understood perfectly well that
political self-determination can mean nothing else but the right
fo seceds and form an independent national state.* (Lenin;
Selected Works, Volume 1, page 618.)

.. The principle of political self-detsrmination of nations, ortho
nghl to secede...” (/bid, p.629.)
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Lenin, Selected Works, Volume 1, P - 647. ®
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