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he Govemment, after iwo earlier

postponements, has finally an-
nounced the date for polls for the local
govemment bodies in the North-East.
Polling will now take place on March 1
for the Baiticaloa Municipal Council
and the Urban Councils in Amparai,
Trinco- malee and Vavuniya. Polling

will also take place on ihe same day for

the Pradeshiya Sabhas in the Districis
of Trincomalee(10), Batticaloa(11)and
Amparai(i5).

The enthusiasm shown by the Gov-
ernment in holding the local govern-
ment elections is clearly not maiched
by the major Tamil political parties - or
for that matter the Tamil populace.

The decision by the EPRLF and
TULF 0 boycoit the polls was not
determiined purely by security corisid-
erations - as projected by sections of
the media. On the conirary, it was a
conscious political decision aimed at
exposing the ploy of the Government
to'use the local government elections
to effect the following:

{2 the de-merger of the North-
Eastern Province

0O tocreate an impressionon the
international community that the
writ of the Government runs in
the Eastern Province and that itis
commiited to the democratic
process .

In addition to the decision by
EPRLF and TULF to boycott the local
polisand the callby EPRLF and ACTC
to the People to invalidaie their ballots
asamark of protestand to prevent them
from being misused, ihe most telling
testimony of what the Tamil-speaking

‘People think about the local govern-

ment polls is reflected in the tactics
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adopted by the pro-Government Tamil
groups.

These Tamil political parties, whose
dependence on State patronage also
impose on them ceriain compulsions,
have thought it more prudent to take
cover behind the label “Independent
Groups”in the Eastern Province- rather
than contest in their own names. It
appears that even these groups have
correcily feli the mood of the People!

Leaving aside the ulierior motives
of the Government; which is obvious
and stands exposed, the pledge by the
Government, that the elections shallbe
free and fair and that it reflecis a con-
mitment by the Government to activate

the democrauc process in the North-
East, borders on absurdity.

A cursory look into the manner in
which the state machinery has been set
in- motion, in conducting the polls,
makesitabundanily clearthat theclaims
of the Government is false - and the
process a total mockery of democracy.
“Phantom” candidates and the conscrip-
tion of candidaiesistheorderof the day
with the run-up io the polls looking
more militaristic than democratic.

Irrespective of the outcome of the
elections, one thing-is certain. This is.
certainly not Democracy - or for that’
matter, Cricket!

EPRLF on'the ran- up to ithe local oovemment p0115'
have. been reliably. mformed:that some members of:th armedzlorces :

SIS CaHrFl LauewIdF &iegH6l




www.tamilarangam.net

REELECTIONS

1993 was not exactly propitious for the Peoples and Nations of our Globe.

World recession and unemployment, manifesting itself in the rise of racism and :
neo-nazism in Western Europe, the tragedy of “ethnic cleansing” in Bosnia and \/ .
holocaust in other parts of Easiern Europe and former U.S.S.R, militarization of iniemal conflicis
in Africa, “debt traps” in Latin America, corruption in Japan, spiralling crime rate inthe U.S.A and
natural calamities and border ténsions in South Asia mainly characierized the past year.

But, 1993 also wiinessed the unexpecied.

The proiracted talks in South Africa, following the official abandoning of Apartheid by the racist
South African regime, eventually led to a negotiated settlement with General Elections, based on
universal franchise, scheduled for April 1994. These elections will certainly witness the ANC
capiuring Staie Power and the end to-White Rule. The secular, progressive credentials of the ANC
and Nelson Mandela augurs well for the process of nation-building in South Africa on the basis of
secularism and egalitarianism. :

Likewise, in the Middle-East, the agreement between Israel and the PLO, although transitory in
nature, will in the long run undoubtedly secure to the Palestinian People iheir due National Righis.

The recognition, in principle, of the right of self-determination of the Irish People by Great
Britain was another breakihrough that partially lifted the pall of gloom that hung over 1993.

And the agreement reached between India and China on the Line of Actual Control and other
contentious issues will go along way in diffusing tensions along the Indo-China border and promote

mutual cooperation.

S . _The above developments are.a cl&é{r indicator.that pockets ef-reason~ane-sanity-exist and that
i affected Peoples.and Nations, all over the Globe, yeam for a peaceful, negotiated setilements to the
' various conflicts that is threatening to tear their societies apart.

Unfortunately, in Sri Lanka, this realization has failed to sink into theconsciousness of, both, the
LTTE leadership and the Govemment. R

On the one hand, the Head of State, President D.B. Wijetunga, simply refuses io recognize the
very existence of the Ethnic Question - and has further confounded the issue by confusing national
unity with the unity of the majority! To him, the national minorities are mere appendages of the
majority. The notion of “Pariners in Progress” and Nation-building on the basis of equity and co-
existence has been and continues to be alien to the Sinhala polity and the State. '

To the LTTE leadership, on the other hand, Land means more to them than People. And, where
their own survival is at stake, they are prepared 0 sacrifice, both, Land and People. Nihilism! Thy

name is LTTE!

In the midst of all this, the People continue to suffer. What is intolerable is when so-called
“opinion makers” and the “intelligentsia” seek to romanticize these sufferings. Thus the Jaffna
People are said to have an-.unlimited reserve of “inner-strength” and resilience. Such portrayals by
the Jaffnaelites, who continue to enjoy the patronage of the LTTE, while in Jaffna, and the patronage
of the State, while in Colombo, give fatalism a good name - while at the same time giving an
ideological justification to the nihilism of-the LTTE. Ofcourse, they do not face the problems that
the ordinary “sons and daughters of Jaffna soil” face!

Peace, that is durable, can only be Peace that is equitable. And, Peace as we have defined, will
not drop from the skies - not withstanding the laudable efforts of the various church organizations
and religious bodies to mediate a setilement between the LTTE and Colombo. Peace will have to,
be struggled for - a struggle that is broadbased with the objectives clearly defined.

Let This Be Our Agenda For 1994.
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here is no respite for the

People of Jaffna, claimed
to be the “liberated zone™ of the
LTTE. This is evident from the
Report submiited by the Govem-
ment Agent of Jaffna District,

Mr.K.Mannikavasakar, io Co-
lombo.

By December 1993, the number
of intenal refugees within Jaffna

- had swelled 10 80,522 families, com-

prising of 266,613 displaced per-
sons.

Spread of diseases has also be-
come rampant. The G.A.s Report
highlights steep increases in Chol-
era, Dysentery, Diarrhoea, Typhoid,
Hepatitis, Malaria and T.B. The

“*““inflow of patients to hospitals far

exceed the capacity, further com-
pounded by shoriage of medicines
and medical personnel. Other
sources reveal that the general col-
lapse of the health sysiem, as re-
gards preventive and curative medi-
cine, was primarily due to the prior-
ity given to the treatment of LTTE
cadres injured in combat.

As regards the security situa-
tion, the G.A.s Report confirms the
bombing of St.Jame’s Catholic
Church and the adjoining areas on
5th December. 25 innocent civil-
ians were killed on the spot com-
prising of infants and elders, both,
males and females. Another 70 were
severely injured, of whom 5 suc-
cumbed to their injuries a few days
later.

Although bombings of this na-
ture are not uncommeon, and often

casually dismissed by the authori-

ties' as a “mistake”, the punitive
nature of such aerial bombardments
are becoming increasingly obvious.

For instance, the aerial bombard-

mentof Si.James’ Church took place
just two days after a peaceful pro-
cession commenced from the
Church premises to protest against

the bombings of places of worship.

As the G.A. poinied out in his
Report, “this created a general feel-
ing that the Security Forces were
attempting to wreck vengeance on
theinnoceni People who had peace-
fully demonstrated against the un-
justifiable bornbings that took place
off and on in Jaffna”.

The mosi telling testimony of

broﬁght outinno uncertain termsin
the concluding section of the G.A's
Repori:

“The quality of life of the
people in the District is dete-
riorating day by day and their
sufferingsareincreasing. They
areundergoingastateof physi-
cal and mental stress. I have -
off and on siressed that the
military option must be
stopped as bombings and
shellings are creating a trail of
destruction. As Government
Agent,Iam beinglooked upon
by thePeopletogivethemtheir
basic needs and it is with great
difficulty that I am able to do
whatever possible. A state of
anarchy can set in if this situa-
tion continues and the people
are pushed todespair and deso-
lation.”

- the plight of the People of Jaffna, is
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_ 2 O years have elapsed since
J the killings that took

place in Jaifna on the night of 10
January, 1994 - the last day of the
International Tamil Research Con-
ference. This event constifutes a
milestone in the History of oppres-
sicn against the Tamil-speaking
People - it also constitutes the rally-
ing point for the emergence of ihe
Tamil Resistance.

Tothose, like me, who witnessed
the gory eventresulting in the death
of infiocent civilians, it will forever
remain etched in our memories. To
those who did not witness it, it is an
event that needs to be recounted
over and over again. '

Since that fateful night of 1994,
many more violent deaths have
‘taken place. But that night of 10
January 1994 symbolizes, initsmost
.extreme form, the rise of genocidal
intentions by the Sri Lankan State.

Genocide, not purely as a form of

mass killings - but genocide in its

broadestmanifesiation thatincludes

cultural genocide.

What really transpired? The.

Govemnment of the day was insist-
eni that the International Tamil
Research Conference should not
take place inJaffna. However, since
the Conveners of the Conference
stood by the decision, Colombo re-
fused to extend its co-operation and
did all that it could to sabotage it.

This was takenasachallenge by -

the People of Jaffna. The response
was overwhelming and collective.
The example set by an individual,
was emulated by anotherindividual
. - a household, by another house-
hold - a street, by anoiher street - a.
village, by another village - aiown,
by another town. Till, the whole of

Jaffnabecame one wiith the Intema-
tional Tamil Research Conference.

‘Whereverone looked, there were
banners, decorations, exhibitions
and dramas, music festivals and
other art forms depicting Tamil
culture. The People of Jaffna did
not perceive the Conference as a

mere research forum - butasa grand
festival to be celebrated ineach and
every household.

The Conference which was in-
augurated by the world famous
Tamil linguist and scholar, the late
Rev.Faiher Thaninayagam on 3rd
January concluded on 9th January.

The 10th of January, was set

~aside for a cultural pageant io be

concluded by a Public Meeiing at
the Veerasingham Hall, adjoining
the Jaffna Esplanade. The Public
Meeting was to be addressed mainly
by Tamil scholars who had come
from all comers of the globe.

S W‘Sé)bn after the Public Meeting

commenced, the crowd started to

. spill-over from the Veerasingham

‘Hall into the open grounds. The
organizers were, hence, left withno

option but to conduct the meeting
out in the open. The orations deliv-
ered by the Tamil scholars had an
electrifying effect on the mass au-
dience who lisiened with absoluie
Tapture.

Dusk turned intonight. Andthen
it happened. The Police, under in-
structions from the authorities who
could not digest the manifesiations
of Tamil linguistic consciousness
and nationalism, waded inio the
crowd and began to disperse it
through force. Inithe resuliing stam-
pede, 11 innocent civilians were
needlessly killed following the
shooting down of a live electrical
wire on the crowd.

Istillrememberthe servicesren-

:-dered by the Volunteer Corpheaded
by Sivakumaran and assisted by

Pathmanabha (Comrade ‘“Nabha™)
and-other youths who later were i0
play a prominent role in the Tamil
Resistance. ‘
Many of them subsequenily at-
tained martyrdom. ‘
Let January 10, 1974 and the
evenis that subsequently unfolded

be areminderio all of us - including
the powers that be!
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his argument was placed by

Ketheeswaran, Politburo
Member and Official Spokesman
of EPRLF, at a National Confer-
ence on the “Devolution Experi-
ence”, joinily sponsored by the
Cenire for Regional Development
(CRD) and the Sri Lanka Founda-
tion Institute (SLFI) and held on the
22nd and 23rd of January at the
SLFI Auditorium. The Paper pre-
senied by him was entitled Devolu-
tion and the Ethnic Question -
The Sri Lankan Experience and
Some Futuristic Perspectives.

Ketheeswaran drew the atten-
tion of the audience to one of the

" objectives of the Conference, as

elaborated during the inaugural ses-

. sion, namely to “take stock” and
““assess” the working of the Provin- —

cial Councilsinthe “First Phase” of
the PCs. His Paper was aimed at
placing before the Conference the
experience of the now defunct
North-East Provincial Govemnmeni
with “devolution” and the manner

. in which the devolution process

came t0 be aboried.

Inproceeding to the maintheme
of his presentation, Ketheeswara
posited the following argument:
“Today we find ourselves in a
situation where the processes of
nation-building in Sri Lanka is
not only far from complete, but
the parochial and sectarian man-
ner in which it is being pursued
has in turn only served to inten-
sify the Tamil Question - rather

" thanresolveit.In my opinion this

then constitutestheessence of the
crisis in Sri Lanka.”

In elaborating this, he spelt out
indetail as to how the Tamil minor-

ity nationality in St Lanka was

consciously excluded from the

sphere of land, langnage, employs.

ment and education - components
that comprise the very mode of ex-
istence of a People. This in tum
compelled the Tamil-speaking Peo-
ple to exelude themselves from the
process of nation-building in St
Lanka and to commit themselves to

a pméess of their own - hence the
cry for “EELAM”.

Ketheeswaran, in explaining as
to why he had to labour over this
problematic of exclusivism, said
that this was primarily due to the
repeated claim of the Head of state
that there was no Ethnic Quesiion
in Sri Lanka. Incidentally, the Na-
tional Congress was inauguraied
by none other than the President
himselfl

In proceeding with his presenta-
tion, he disclaimed the argument
that the reasons for the failure of the
13th Amendment was because it
was an “external document” and
alien to the “political culiure” of Sri
Lanka. On the contrary, he argued
that if the 13th Amendment failed
to deliver the goods, it was because
of alack of political will and sincer-
ity on the part of the political lead-
ership.

BIlIps BHIUI DUeITF H6alIQEH6H

In addition to the overloading of
the concurrent list and the ambigui-
ties enabling the cenire to interpret
the concurrent list to its own advan-

_ tage, be aiso highlighted the chi-

canery manifest in the Appendices
to the 13th Amendment. He argued
that under the guise of giving ex-
planatory notes, the Appendices on
subjects periaining to Land, Law
and Order etc directly eroded into
the Provincial list and effectively

arrogated to the Centre what had

been devolved io the Provinces.

He also highlighted acts of bad
faith by the Centre in abusing the
“blank cheque” provided under
“National Pelicy” and in a manner
that arrogated 1o the Cenire what
was intended io the Provinces.

In addition to the structural de-
fects in the 13th Amendment,
Ketheeswaran referred to the ele-
meni of subversion and extra-legal
methods that led to the undermin-
ing of the devolution process.

He explained that this element
of subversion; which wimessed an
adventurist and opportunistic alli-
ance between the Premadasa Gov-
emnment and the LTTE, was central
to the experience of the North-East
Provincial Govemment and could
not be ignored in any analysis.

~ He also disputed the argumenis
by some academics thai the reason
for the failure in the implementa-
tion of the 13th Amendment to the

- Constitution was the adventurism

of the EPRLF-led Provincial Gov-
emment, culminating in what is
terined the Unilaieral Declaration
of Independence(UDI).

He posited the counter-argument
that “it was precisely because of
the decision by the EPRLF-led
North-East Provincial Govern-
ment to take the devolution prec-
essseriously and to pursueit with
firmness and resoive which ulti-
mately led to the destabilization
ofthe North-East Provincial Goy-
erniment by the Centre.”

" - Continued...Page 7... @
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- Howdoyoulook at the
 manner in which the
Government is approaching the

. ethnic problem? Can you ex-

plain?
A « ldonotseethe Govern-
- A o meni having the politi-
cal will or the courage to solve the
ethnic problem. The Govemment,
if it is serious about solving the
problem, mustdemonsirate that will
and courage.
Although, the Government had
initiated certain processes and in-

* stitutions such as the All Party
=" Conference(APC), the Parliamen-
¥ tary Select Committee (PSC), the
¢ Language Commission etc, these
s measures have been more.ad.hocin. .
;v;» nature, lacking in sincerity and se-
4 riousness in paving the way for a
4. long-lasting solution.

In addition, the Government and
the Sinhalapolitical leadershiphave”
resorted to the ploy of putting the
blame on the Sinhala People for
their unwillingness to redress the
legiiimate grievances of the Tamil
People.

As I see it, the Sinhala masses
are prepared to concede substantial
autonomy to the Tamil People and
their Region in return for
long-lasting Peace.

Despite the existence of condi-
tions favourable to seeking a just
and a long-lasting solution to the
ethnic problem, the Govemment
has failed io seize the opportunity.

This is 2 matter of serious con-
cem. They will do anything to stay
in power. This is the only conclu-
sionthat] can arrive ai based onmy
experience and observations as a
parliamentarian. :

. Inwhich case, in your
» oOpinion what are the
requirements to find a proper so-
lution? ' .
. FPolitical honesty and
« willingness. What we
see instead is dilatory tactics and
opportunism.
~ When a problem is confronted
without political honesty and will-
ingness, it becomes distorted and is
reduced 1o just one equation - fear
of losing power. The past became
wasted as a result of this fear.’

In addition, when the Govemn-
ment became painfully aware of its
military’s incapacity, compounded
by the problem of dwindling hu-

People. You are no doubt aware of

the debacles in Mankulam, Kokka-
vil, Janakapuram, Kattaikadu,
Killali and Pooneryn. This has beegi

.the situation since June 1990.

The military has openly stated
itsincapacity to change the military
equation in the Northem Province.
This incapacity is also reflected in
indiscriminate acrial bombardment
in the North and, in particular, in
Jaffna peninsula resulting in civil-
ian casualties.

What all this amounis to then is
a form of collective punishment
meted out against the People under
the guise of punitive action against
the LTTE.

If the Government is serious
about eradicating the LTTE men-
ace, it is important that it places
before the Tamil People and their
political representatives, like the
EPRLF and TULF, an accepiable
political package. It is only then
that the LTTE can be isolated from
the Tamil People.

It is also clear that this country
desperately needs a change of Gov-
emment. The present Ruling Party
whichhas held power forthe last 17

. . . . R I e e e i o NI ST e eSO 108 e i T e T
‘manresources; it beganto cheat the 7 years has failed to find a political

solution to the ethnic problem. If
any one else comes forward to solve
theprobiein, then that musibe taken
into consideration. I do noi know
whether the SLFP can solve this
problem. However, I finmly believe
that the problem can certainly be
solved by those who approach it
with honesty and integrity.

Both, the Tamil People and the
Sinhala People yearn for peace and
want the problem io be solved

SIS CaHrFl LauewIdF &iegH6l
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ventually released aﬁer atrial lastmg 49 d.ays, nothing funhcr was
eard about the “dlsappeared youths” Wlll Hlstory repeat 1tself‘7j

fear of the LTTE. On the other
hand, if they did not sign the nomi-
nation paper, they would have to
face the consequences vis a vis the
armed forces.

If this is the method adopted by
Government personnel, to bolster
theirown Party, one canimagine as
io what dirty tricks will be adopted
by the security forces up to the date
of polling.

This sort of activity indicaies
that the People are not at all inter-
ested in the local government elec-
tions given the prevailing situation
in the Easiern Province and
Vavuniya. The simple truth is that
the Government is attempting to
holdthe elections againsi the wishes

of the People, merely to show the

world and the donor couniries that
the civil administration is function-
ing in these areas.

If members of the public are
forced to sign nomination papers,
in this manner, what is the guaran-
tee that the voters will not be forced
to cast their votes for a particular
party on the polling daie?

It is my view that this type of
illegal aciivity on the part of the
armed forces and the ruling pariy
would simply make a mockery of
the elections. It is the Government
and the Govemment alone which
will be held responsible for any
consequences that will arise out of
this situation.” L

SpsH Capdl reuemid sieUQ 6l

a quishng of Chandrahasan at the
Thimpu Peace Talks. He managed
to weasel inio the TELO delegation

" and arrived at Thimpu armed with
~atape-recorder. He has the distinc-

tion of being the only member of
the Tamil delegation to tape his
own voice! ,
Satyendra, today, claims to be
the Voife of his supremo -
Velupillai Prabakaran. Litile does
he realise that Prabakaran views

-Satyendra as a mere Quisling!

Quisling! Thy name is Satyendra!

Inpreseniing some futuristic per-
spectives, Ketheeswaran argued
that while a federal poliiy should
comprise the basis for a just and a
durable solutionto ihe Ethnic Ques-
tion, the primary concemn, however,
should be ihe content rather than
form.

“Devolutlon .as a solution to
the Ethnic Quesuon “should not
be confused with decentraliza-
tion. What the Tamil-speaking
People seek primarily isnot prox-
imity and accessibility to the Cen-
tral Government through admin-
istrative decentralization, but
devolution along the lines of re-
gional autonomy that would en-
sure o them their security, iden-
tity and socio- economucadvance*
ment.”

In Conclusion, Ketheeswaran
observed that he was personally
convinced that the Tamil and the
Sinhala broad masses are prepared
to concede and reciprocate to each
other’s legitimate demands andas-
pirations, provided that they were
also convinced that the resulting
peace would be durable and just.

Others who presented Papers or
pariicipated as discussants in the
Cnferénce included Prof.Suriya-
kumaran, Godfrey Ginatilleke,
Dr.Selvakumar, Mr.Thangathurai
and Dr.Saravanamuthu. o
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resident D.B.Wijetunga, in
recent public funciion as
well as other official functions, has
REPEATEDLY taken the position
that “if the majority race is divided
and if it seeks the assistance of
minority races for power, no fruit-
ful activity could take place. There-
fore, the major race should be
united”. L
This is a classic instance of
exclusivism that characterized the
process of nation-building in post-
colonial SriLanka. The search fora
collective identity was also

~exclusivist in form and content -

e ‘ai?

e g e

+ namely, a Sinhala-Buddhist iden-

tity that sought to exclude from the
processes of nation-building other
forms of identities.

ovi WHat needs-io be -emphasised |
here is that the search for a collec-
. tive identity, which was at the same

time parochial and non-secular, was

. perverselygivenlegitimacy through

. political, administrative and con--
- stitutional changes.

Hence the citizenship laws
sought to exclude the plantation
Tamils from their soil; the Sinhala
Only Act sought to exclude the
Tamil middle class and profession-
als from the staie bureaucracy; the
state-aided colonization sought to

. exciude the Tamil peasaniry from

their own lands; the media-wise
“standardization” soughito exclude
the Tamil students from higheredu-
cation and the Constitution sought
to exclude all religions other than
Buddhism as State religion.

It was at this juncture that the
Tamil-speaking People decided to
exclude themselves from the proc-
ess of nation-building of Sri Lanka
and commit themselves, instead, to

the process of nation-building of
Eelam. It required the Indo-Sii
Lanka Accord and the promise of
devolution, not to mention the thirst
- for peace, 0 convince the Eelam
Tamils that yet another opportunity
must be given to the State and the
political actors to resolve the Eth-
nic Question within 2 united St
Lanka - but in a manner that was

just and equitable.

But now we have the present
Head of State, Presideni D.B. Wije-
tunga, consistently and persistently
denying the very existence of an
ethnic problem - and rejecting the
very notion of “pariners in nation-
building”. It certainly does not au-
gur well for the unity of this coun-
iry, if this exclusivist attitude gets
enirenched as staie policy.

As History has painfully in~
strucied us, the protracted exclu-
sion of aPeople from the process of
nation-building willinevitably push
them io forge theirowndestiny. Let
those who wield power reflect on

" this. ®
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