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Preface

Sri Lanka Labour Force Survey was designed to measure the levels and trends of
employment, unemployment and labour force in Sri Lanka. This survey is being conducted
quarterly, since the first quarter of 1990. Accordingly a sample of about 16,000 was covered in the
4 quarters of the survey in the year 2000. This annual report for the year 2000, with special
emphasis on provincial level statistics, is based on the total annual sample of the year 2000. The
survey could not be conducted in the areas of Northern and Eastern provinces due to the disturbed
conditions.

The planning and the execution of the survey was done by the staff of the Sample Surveys
Division under the direction of Mr. G.Y.L. Fernando, Director (Sample Surveys) and under the
supervision of Mr. J.A.P. Balasuriya, Senior Statistician. The computer data processing was done
by Mr. P.A. Subawickrema, Statistician and Mrs. W.A.S.M.P. Gunasekara, Mrs. Chitra Nakandala,
Statistical Officers and Mr. C.K. Wijesingha, D.E.O., of Sample Surveys Division, under the
supervision of Mrs. Dharma Dissanayake, Senior Statistician, using Micro Computers.

This report was organized and prepared by Mrs. Dharma Dissanayake, Senior Statistician
under the direction of Mr. G.Y.L. Fernando, Director (Sample Surveys). Tabulations required for
this publication were obtained by Mr. P.A. Subawickrema, Statistician and type setting of report was
done by Mrs. W.A.S.M.P. Gunasekara, Statistical Officer.

The Data Processing Division under the direction of Mrs. S.V. Nanayakkara, Director (Data
Processing) and under the supervision of Mr. W. Sumanasiri. Deputy Director and Mr. Migara
Fernando, Systems Analyst/Programmer was responsible for the survey data entry, the preparation
of computer edit programmes and final tabulation programmes.

District field staff of the Department who worked on the survey deserve a special word of
thanks. They include District Statisticians, Statistical Officers and Statistical Investigators, all who
worked hard in the data collection stage, to make this survey a success.

Finally, I wish to express my appreciation to all the respondents of the survey for their co-

operation.
.3. ) P/ Ay,

A.G.W. Nanayakkara
Director General of Census and Statistics

Department of Census and Statistics,
15/12, Maitland Crescent,

Colombo 07.

28.06.2002
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Labour force

Labour'fnrce-:-'N umber of persons who were employed or unemployed during
the reference period. '

Changing pattern of labour force and labour force participation rate
over time
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Table 1: Labour Force & labour force participation

rate by by age & sex - 2000 By Age and Sex
Age Group Agel0yrs+  Labour Force  Participation
(yrs) Popultion rate » About 52 percent of the labour
Botn Sexes .
Total 13564883 6827424 503 force.fallynitol20 - BOJyTsaAEs
15-19 1680776 431870 25.7 group.
20 - 24 1474810 998363 67.7 R L o
25-29 1232503 868862  70.5 The participation rate is highest
30-39 2337591 1705081 729 in the age group 30 - 39 yrs. for
40+ 5263724 2792769 53.0 males, while female participation
(Hale rate highest in the 20 - 24 yrs, age
Total 6702979 4501670 67.2 ;
15-19 865074 283695 32.8 group.
20-24 757219 628788 83.0 N
25-29 602217 562525 934 Of the total labour fOfCC, about 66
30- 39 ’ 139558 ’ 100732 96.6 perccnt are males Whﬂe only 34
40+ 2530032 1909383 75.5
percent are females
Female
‘T'otal 6861904 2325754 33.9
15-19 815702 148175 18.2
20-24 717592 369575 51.5
25-29 630286 306338 48.6
30-39 1198033 604349 504
40+ 2733692 883386 323
Figure 1 - Labour force participation rate by Age & Sex
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Table 2 - Labour Force by age and residential

- By Residential Sector
Age Group 16+ Labour Force Participation
Popultion rate

Urban 1846564 828349 449 > T . .
P b v

15-19 189237 19695 e articipation rate in the urban sector is

20-24 201395 122315 60.7 44.9 percent and 51.2 percent in the rural

25-29 189824 123322 65.0 sector in the year 2000.

30-39 340586 221827 65.1

40+ 738033 320604 434 )
Of the total Labour force about 88

Rural 11718319 5999074 51.2 .

15-19 1491539 392175 263 percent is reported from the rural sector.

20-24 1273415 876049 68.8

25-29 1042680 745541 71.5

30-39 1997005 1483254 74.3

40+ 4525691 2472165 54.6

Table 3 - Labour Force participation rate by

sex & residential sector

Urban Rural

S Total Rate No. Rate No. Rate
Total
Male 4501597 672 570867 640 3930729 67.6
Female 2325716 33.9 257461 27.0 2068255 35.0

» For both sexes, the labour force

in the rural sector.

Figure 2 - Labour force participation rate by residential
sector and sex

Total Urban Rural

Sector
@ Total m Male ] Female
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Table 4: Labour force & participation rate by province & sex

Household Total Labour
Province population labour force
(10 years force partici:
& over) rate(%)
Both sexes
Total 13564883 6827424 50.3
Western province 4271173 2012558 47.1
Central province 2081057 1107074 53.2
Southern province 1974182 927240 47.0
North western province 1827179 938035 513
North central province 922723 508526 55.1
Uva province 988442 579089 58.6
Sabaragamuwa province 1500127 754902 50.3
Male
Total 6702979 4501670 67.2
Western province 2074140 1384830 66.8
Central province 1028022 685091 66.6
Southern province 967965 622647 64.3
North western province 906997 608695 67.1
North central province 470825 340206 72.3
Uva province 494297 351402 71.1
Sabaragamuwa province 760733 508798 66.9
Female
Total 6861904 2325754 33.9
Western province 2197033 627728 28.6
Central province 1053035 421983 40.1
Southern province 1006217 304592 30.3
North western province 920183 329340 35.8
North central province 451898 168320 37.2
Uva province 494145 227686 46.1
Sabaragamuwa province 739394 246104 333

By Province

» Of the total labour force, nearly
30 percent is reported from the

Western province.

* The female participation rate in
the Western province is generally
low as compared with the other

provinces.

* The highest male participation
rate is reported from the agriculture
dominated North Central province,

which is around 72 percent.

¥ The highest female participation
rate, 46.1 percent is reported from
the Uva province. Uva province
consists of districts which carry out
activities related with plantation
industry and crop cultivation

respectively.

Figure 3 - Labour force participation rate by province & sex
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Employed population

Employed population: Pé@o’ns who are engaged in some kind of

work for pay or profit or family gain during the reference week.

Changing Pattern of employed population by industry group
over time
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Table 5: Distribution of Employed population by industry

By Industry & Sex
& Sex
» Of the total employed persons
Industry Total Male Female 67.2% are males & 32.8% are
No % No % No % females
Total 6310247 100.0 4241546 100.0 2068701 100.0
»
Agriculture WIAIS3 360 1413287 333 ge0se6 4lg| O o cmploved fomales, the
Manufacturing 1044873 166 520078 123 524796 254|  Proportions reported in (1)
Construction 48043 55 34007 80 7967 04|  agricultural industries (2)
Trade & hotel 800391 127 615139 145 185252 90|  manufacturing industries and (3)

Transport storage & 307310 49 293649 69 13662 0.7 services industries respectively are
communication

Insurance & realestate 130608 2.0 97198 23 35410 16|  rusherascompared with the

corresponding proportions under the

Services 1105026  17.5 695478 164 409550 19.8
* Other 97878 1.6 89334 21 8544 0.4 employed males. However of the total
Not defind 201690 32 177036 4.7 24654 10.2 employment in agricultural industries,

) gl ! . .. 62 percent are males.
* 'Other’ includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water

Figure 4: Percentage distribution of employed population by sex and industry group

/ Male Female
23.5% R cC
L B8 Agriculture R
BRREE 33.3% 19.8% S
o o . i
Sty Ed Manufacturing RRLRE
3 5 BRI 41.6%
iy Trade & hotel ¥ A
B 9.0%
16:4% 1 Services
12.3% BA ** Other
14.5% , = 5
25.4%

*¥* 'Other’ includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii) Construction (iv) Transport storage &
communication (v) Insurance & real estate and (vi) Not defined
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Table 6: Distribution of Employed population by province & sex
By Province & sex

Province Total Male Female Total Male Female
Total 6310247 4241545 2068700 100.0 100.0 100.0
Western 1852322 1292635 559687 29.4 30.5 27.1
Central 1013295 647638 365657 16.1 153 17.7
Southern 824309 573229 251080 13.1 13.5 12.1
North Westem 891183 587897 303285 14.1 13.9 14.7
North Central 481855 327257  154597.0 7.6 7.7 7.5
Uva 552675 336916 215759 88 7.9 104
Sabaragammwa 694608 475973 218635 11.0 11.2 10.6

» Of the total employed 67.2% are males & 32.8% are females.

» About 30 percent of the employed males and 27 percent of the employed females are reported

to be residing in the Western province.

» The Lowest proportion of employed population is reported in the North Central province.

Figure 5 - Percentage distribution of employed population by province & sex
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Table 7: Distribution of employed population by province & industry
group - Both sexes

Province Total  Agricuture Mamifa- Trade Services * Other
cturing &
hotels

Total 6310247 2274152 1044873 800391 1105029 1085528
Western 1852322 146582 450828 338259 487182 429198
Central 1013295 451802 125216 115524 165671 155082
Southern 824309 326333 117718 113766 119177 147315
North Western 891184 389895 164839 100884 120766 114800
North Central 481854 310119 29046 32715 66825 43149
Uva 552675 371674 45664 43394 51344 40599
Sabaragarmmuwa 694607 277747 111562 55849 94064 155385
* 'Other includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii) Construction (iv)
Transport storage & communication (v) Insurance & real estate and (vi) Not defined

Table 8: Percentage Distribution of employed population by

province & industry group - Both sexes
Province Total Agricultlure Manufa-  Trade Services  Other
cturing &
hotels

Total 100.0 36.0 16.6 12.7 17.5 17.2

Western 100.0 7.9 243 18.3 263 232

Central 100.0 44.6 124 114 16.3 15.3

Southern 100.0 39.6 14.3 13.8 14.5 17.8

North Western 100.0 4338 18.5 113 13.6 12.8

North Central 100.0 64.4 6.0 6.8 13.9 8.9

Uva 100.0 67.3 8.3 79 93 72

Sabaragafnuwa 100.0 40.0 16.1 8.0 13.5 224

* 'Other includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii) Construction (iv)
Transport storage & communication (v) Insurance & real estate and (vi) Not defined

By Industry &Province

» Highest Proportion of
employed persons (about 30
percent) belongs to the Western
Province.

» Agriculture is the
predominant industry of the
employed population in all
provinces other than the

Western Province,

» About 20 percent of the
employed persons engaged in
agriculture industries are
residing in the Central
Province. North Western
Province and Uva Province can
be ranked next to Central
Province, in the order of the

dominance.

* In the Western Province a
relatively balanced distribution
among the industries can be seen
with relatively high percentages
being recorded in manufacturing,
trade & hotels and services sector

industries.

Figure 6 : Percentage Distribution of employed population by province & industry group -

Both sexes
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* 'Other' includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii) Construction (iv)

Transport storage & communication (v) Insurance & real estate and (vi) Not defined
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Table 9: Distribution of employed population by province &

industry - Male Industry by Province & Sex
Industry group
Province Total Agricul- Manufa- Trade  Services * Other » Of all employed females (2,068,701)
t turi &
ure ctunng hotels about 27 percent (559,687) belongs to
the Western Province.
Total 4241545 1413286 520079 615138 695478 997593
Western 1292635 103881 238156 260057 296587 393681 > A majority (72%) of employed
Central 647638 252256 54276 96483 104483 140140  foates in the Western Province are
Southem 573229 220716 59251 89499 66274 137487

engaged in activities related to
North Westem 587897 245353 82790 71924 80832 106998

North Contral 327257 207099 11360 20080 49476 3g343|  menufacturing and services sector

Uva 336916 209454 24473 32721 34294 35974 industries. The corresponding proportion
Sabaragamuwa 475973 174527 49773 43474 63532 144970 for males is 41 percent only in the
Western province.

* 'Other' includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii)
Construction (iv) Transport storage & communication (v) Insurance & real
estate and (vi) Not defined » Nearly 40 percent females employed

s P R . . in manufacturing sector industries are
Table 10: Distribution of employed population by province &

industry - Female residing in the Western Province, while

corresponding proportion for service

, ; Industry group : sector industries is 47 percent.
Province Total Agricul- Manufa-  Trade Services * Other
ture cturing &
hotels » Proportion employed females
Total 2068704 860867 524795 185254 409551 88237  engaged in agricultural sector
Western 559687 42702 212672 78202 190595 35516 industries is highest (75 percent) in the
Central 365657 199546 70940 19042 61188 14943

Uva Province. North Central Province
Southern 251080 105617 58467 24267 52903 9826

North Westem 303285 144542 82049 28959 39934 7802
North Central 154597 103020 17686 11735 17348 4808
Uva 215759 162220 21192 10673 17050 4624
Sabaragamuwa 218635 103220 61789 12376 30533 10718

can be ranked next to Uva Province in

relation to this indicator.

* 'Other' includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii)
Construction (iv) Transport storage & communication (v) Insurance & real
estate and (vi) Not defined

Figure 7 : Distribution of employed population by province & sex
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Table 11: Percentage distribution of employed population by prevince &
industry group - Male

Industry group
Province Total Agricul- Manufa- Trade Services % Other

ture cturing &

noteis

Total 100.0 333 123 14.5 16.4 235
Westemn 100.0 8.0 18.4 20.1 229 30.5
Central 100.0 39.0 8.4 14.9 16.1 21.6
Southemn 100.0 38.5 103 15.6 11.6 24.0
North Western 100.0 41.7 14.1 12.2 13.7 18.2
North Central 100.0 633 35 6.4 15.1 11.7
Uva 100.0 62.2 73 9.7 10.2 10.7
Sabaragamuwa 100.0 36.7 10.5 9.1 133 304

* 'Other’ includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii) Construction (iv) Transport storage &
communication (v) Insurance & real estate and (vi) Not defined

Table 12: Percentage distribution of employed population by province &
industry group -Female

Industry group |
Province Total Agriculture Manufa-  Trade Services Other

cturing &

hotels

Total 100.0 41.6 254 9.0 19.8 43
Western 100.0 7.6 38.0 14.0 34.1 6.3
Central 100.0 54.6 19.4 5.2 16.7 4.1
Southern 100.0 42.1 233 9.7 21.1 3.9
North Weste 100.0 47.7 27.1 9.5 13.2 2.6
North Centre 100.0 66.6 114 7.6 11.2 31
Uva 100.0 75.2 9.8 4.9 7.9 2.1
Sabaragamun 100.0 47.2 28.3 5.7 14.0 49

* 'Other' includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii) Construction (iv) Transport storage &
communication (v) Insurance & real estate and (vi) Not defined

* The distribution of employed population classified by the major industrial group of the occupation in
the Western province is different for males and females. There is no marked difference between males
and females in relation to this distribution in the other provinces.(see figure below)
Figure 8: Percentage distribution of employed population by industry in the
Western province

Female
7.6%

Agriculure
Manufacturing
Trade & Hotels
Services

* Other

OENHA

6.3%

* 'Other includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii) Construction (iv) Transport storage & communication
(v) Insurance & real estate and (vi) Not defined
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Table 13: Percentage distribution of employed population by
industry and residential sector

Residential Sector
Industry Total Urban Rural
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Agriculture 36.0 40 404
Manufacturing 16.6 19.8 16.1
Construction 55 53 55
Trade & hotel 12.7 23.6 11.2
Transport Storage & communication 49 7.7 45
Insurance & real estate 2.1 49 1.7
Services 17.5 30.5 15.7
* Other 1.5 0.8 1.7
Not defind 32 33 32

* 'Other’ includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water

By Residential Sector &
Industry
» Only 12.1 percent (761551) of the
employed persons are residing in the

urban sector.

» Nearly 75 percent of the employed
persons in the urban sector are
engaged in the Manufacturing, Trade
and Hotel and Service sector

industries.

» A majority (about 40 percent) of the
employed persons living in the rural
sector are engaged in agricultural
sector industries. Manufacturing and
Services sector industries can be
ranked next to Agriculture sector, in

the rural sector.

Figure 9 - Percentage distribution of employed population by industry and

residential sector.

Urban Rural
4.0%
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0000002
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\
9 e © 11.2%
e EST1 #* Other :
|
g
15.7%

*% 'Other' includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii) Construction (iv) Transport storage & communication

(v) Insurance & real estate (vi) Not defined
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By Industry & Number of Hours

Worked per week
Table 14 - Percentage distribution of employed population by industry & hours worked
Hours
Indust
= Total 0** 1-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+
Total 100.0 7.2 19 6.4 11.7 14.6 33.5 24.7
Agriculture 100.0 8.4 34 10.3 16.2 19.0 28.6 14.2
Manufacturing 100.0 55 1.0 6.2 9.1 10.8 424 26.1
Construction 100.0 13.2 2.2 4.6 14.0 13.1 32.8 20.1
Trade & hotel 100.0 39 1.1 3.1 8.6 10.4 27.1 459
Transport, storage & communication  100.0 6.1 0.3 32 7.5 8.4 29.7 44.8
Insurance & real estate 100.0 42 0.8 4.1 72 8.6 54.7 20.4
Services 100.0 7.0 0.8 3.6 7.0 15.0 393 27.5
* Other 100.0 6.0 0.5 36 6.6 12.5 40.7 304
Not defind 100.0 93 2.9 72 19.7 17.9 29.1 13.9

* 'Other' includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water

** Has a job but not at work during the reference period.
» 58 percent of the employed persons in the all industry groups have worked more than 40 hours per week
in the year 2000.
» The pattern of number of hours worked in the agricultural sector industries is different from the other

industry groups.

» About 45 percent of agriculture related workers have worked between 10 — 40 hours per week, while 43
percent of them have worked more than 40 hours.But over 65 percent employed persons in other industry

sectors have worked more than 40 hours per week.
» Over 70 percent workers in Trade & hotel, Transport and Insurance sector industries respectively have
worked more than 40 hours per week.

Figure 10 - Percentage distribution of employed population by industry & number of
hours worked per week

Agriculture Manufacturing
8.1%
8.4% 0 hrs *
g1 - 19 hrs
19.1%
020 - 39 hrs
g 40+ hrs

* Has a job but not at work during the reference period.
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Table 15: Distribution of employed population by occupation

& Sex By occupation & sex
! » Generally the number of males in all
Occupation Total % Male % Female % T
occupational categories is higher than
Total 6310247 100.0 4241546 100.0 2068701 100.0
the number of females
Senior officials & ]
managers 73972 1.2 59419 1.4 14553 0.7 » But the number of females in
Professionals 339009 5.4 138079 3.3 200929 9.7 professional category (which also
Technicians & includes teachers, doctors & nurses
associate professionals 303586 4.8 221745 53 81841 4 etc.) exceed the number of males. It is
Clerks 259015 4.1 148530 3.5 110485 53
nearly 10 percent of total employed
Sales & service workers 765047 12.1 552351 13.0 212696 103
females.
Skilled agricultural &
fish k 1619582 25.7 1046827 24.6 572755 27.7
e *» Nearly 49 percent of both employed
Craft & related workers 1013554 16.1 633142 149 380412 184 S
) males & females are engaged in either
Plant & machine operators 344848 5.5 313425 7.4 31423 1.5 . 1 activit 1
Elemantary occupations 1457696 23.1 1007854 23.8 449842 21.7 agm“lt‘_’ra BELVIESIOn elem ety
Unidentified 133939 2.1 120174 2.8 13785 07 S

*» A considerable proportion of

females (18 percent) have worked as

craft and related workers.

Figure 11: Percentage distribution of employed population by occupation & sex

Percentage (%)

Professionals  Sales & service Skilled agriculturalCraft & related  Elemantary * Other
workers & fishery workers ~ workers occupations
Occupation

* 'Other includes (i) Senior officials & managers (ii) Technicians & Associate professionals
(iii) Clerks (iv) Plant & machine operators and (v) Unidentified

13

LIQLILISLD



www.padippakam.com

Table 16: Distribution of employed population by occupation and province -

Both sexes
Occupation group

Province Total Sales & Skilled Craft & Elementry  * Other

Service Agricultural Related Occupations

workers & Fishery =~ Workers

Workers

Total 6310642 765047 1619582 1013554 1458090 1454369
Western 1852716 344059 82636 378117 388048 659856
Central 1013296 83534 244759 138043 338579 208381
Southemn 824310 95079 202060 129379 207640 190152
North Westem 891182 97150 292990 167421 182225 15139
North Central 481854 41534 291798 40714 48164 59644
Uva 552675 45258 298693 44772 103025 60927
Sabaragamuwa 694615 58433 206647 115108 190409 124018

* 'Other' includes (i) Senior officials & managers (ii) Professionals (iii) Technicians &
Associate professionals (iv) Clerks (v) Plant & machine operators and (vi) Unidentified

Table 17: Percentage distribution of employed population by occupation

& province - Both sexes

Occupation group

Province Total  Sales & Skilled Craft & Elementry  * Other

Service Agricultural Related  Occupations

workers & Fishery Workers

Workers

Total 100.0 12.1 25.7 16.1 231 23.1
Western 100.0 18.6 4.5 20.4 20.9 35.7
Central 100.0 8.2 242 13.6 334 20.6
Southern 100.0 11.5 245 15.7 25.2 23.1
North Western 100.0 10.9 329 18.8 204 16.9
North Central 100.0 8.6 60.6 8.4 10.0 12.5
Uva 100.0 8.2 54.0 8.1 18.6 11.1
Sabaragamuwa 100.0 8.4 29.8 16.6 274 17.8

* 'Other' includes (i) Senior officials & managers (ii) Professionals (iii) Technicians &

Associate professionals (iv) Clerks (v) Plant & machine operators and (vi) Unidentified

14
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By province & Occupation

* Itis observed that in the North

Central province & Uva
province, more than 50 percent

are agricultural workers.

» Table 17 indicates that in all

provinces except for North
Central and Uva provinces, over
20 percent of the employed
persons were reported to be
engaged in 'Elementary
occupations'. Mainly the
Unskilled labourers have been
categorised under the

'Elementary occupations'.
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Table 18: Distribution of employed population by occupation & province - Male

Occupation group

Province Total Sales & Skilled Craft & Elementry * Other

Service Agricultural & Related Occupations

workers  Fishery workers ~ Workers
Total 4241546 552351 1046827 633142 1007854 1001372
Westemn 1292635 234080 63896 236547 304713 453399
Central 647638 64595 145176 80523 212421 144923
Southern 573328 75569 153069 86459 133753 124478
North Western 587897 69174 174084 105492 131983 107164
North Central 327257 28856 196396 24105 36798 41102
Uva 336918 33948 173349 27129 59621 42871
Sabaragamuwa 475975 46129 140855 72889 128565 87537

* 'Other’ includes (i) Senior officials & managers (ii) Professionals (iii) Technicians & Associate
professionals (iv) Clerks (v) Plant & machine operators and (vi) Unidentified

Table 19: Distribution of employed population by occupation & province - Female

Occupation group

Province Total Sales & Skilled Craft & Elementry  * Other

Service Agricultural & Related  Occupations

workers Fishery workers ~ Workers
Total 2069096 212696 572755 380412 450237 452996
Western 560080 109978 18740 141570 83336 206456
Central 365659 18939 99583 57520 126158 63459
Southern 251080 19509 48990 42920 73887 65774
North Western 303284 27976 118905 61929 50242 44232
North Central 154598 12678 95402 16610 11366 18542
Uva 215758 11310 125344 17643 43405 18056
Sabaragamuwa 218635 12304 65791 42219 61844 36477

* 'Other' includes (i) Senior officials & managers (ii) Professionals (iii) Technicians & Associate
professionals (iv) Clerks (v) Plant & machine operators and (vi) Unidentified

Occupation by
province & sex

» More than 50 percent of employed males & females respectively in all provinces, except Western &

Southern provinces, fall in to the 'Agricultural sector occupations' and 'Elementary occupations' combined

together.

» Over 36 percent of the employed males & nearly 45 percent of the employed females in the Western province

are engaged as 'Sales & Service workers' and 'Craft & Related workers' combined together. The corresponding

proportions reported in the Southern province are 28 percent and 25 percent respectively.

LIQLILISLD
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Table 20: Percentage distribution of employed population by occupation - Male

Occupation group

Province Total Sales & Skilled Craft & Elementry * Other

Service Agriculttural & Related Occupa-

workers  Fishery workers =~ Workers tion
Total 100.0 13.0 24.7 14.9 23.8 23.6
Western 100.0 18.1 49 18.3 23.6 35.1
Central 100.0 10.0 224 12.4 32.8 224
Southern 100.0 13.2 26.7 15.1 23.3 21.7
North Western 100.0 11.8 29.6 17.9 2.5 18.2
North Central 100.0 8.8 60.0 7.4 11.2 12,6
Uva 100.1 10.1 51.5 8.1 17.7 12,6
Sabaragamuwa 100.1 9.7 29.6 15.3 27.0 18.4

* 'Other' includes (i) Senior officials & managers (ii) Professionals (iii) Technicians & Associate
professionals (iv) Clerks (v) Plant & machine operators and (vi) Unidentified

Table 21: Percentage distribution of employed population by occupation - female

Occupation group
Province Total Sales & Skilled Craft &  Elementry * Other
Service Agricultural & Related  Occupation
workers  Fishery workers ~ Workers
Total 100.0 10.3 21.7 18.4 21.8 218
Western 100.0 19.6 33 25.3 149 369
Central 100.0 5.2 272 15.7 45 174
Southern 100.0 7.8 19.5 17.1 294 262
North Western 100.0 9.2 39.2 20.4 166 14.6
North Central 100.0 8.2 61.7 10.7 74 12,0
Uva 100.0 5.2 58.1 8.2 20.1 84
Sabaragamuwa 100.0 5.6 30.1 19.3 28.3 16.7

*'Other’ includes (i) Senior officials & managers (ii) Professionals (iii) Technicians & Associate
professionals (iv) Clerks (v) Plant & machine operators and (vi) Unidentified

Figure 12: Percentage distribution of employed females in the Western province and the
North Central province by occupation

Western province

19.6%

33%

e e

5.3%

Bl Sales & service
workers

Il Skilled agricultural
& fishery workers

[EH Craft & related
workers

Elemantary
occupations

* Other

North Central province
12.0%

8.2%

* 'Other'" includes (i) Senior officials & managers (ii) Professionals (iii) Technicians & Associate
professionals (iv) Clerks (v) Plant & machine operators and (vi) Unidentified
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Table 22: Percentage distribution of employed persons by occupation and hours

worked per week. By Dcanpation
S and hours
ccupation Group :
Hours  Total Senior Profe-  Technicians Clerks  Sales & Skilled  Craft &  Plant & Elementry Uniden- worked pext
of officials ssionals & Associate Service  Agricultural Related Mechine  Occupa- tified week
work & Profess- workers & Fishery Workers Operaters &  tion
Managers ionals Workers Assemblers

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0
0+ 7.2 3.9 13.7 49 2.5 4.1 97 6.9 6.6 6.4 5.4
1-9 1.9 0.4 1.3 0.4 0.5 1.0 4.1 1.0 0.7 1.5 2.2
10-19 6.4 33 43 3.0 3.9 3.0 11.9 4.8 3.8 5.7 3.7
20-29 11.7 5.1 10.1 5.7 6.3 7.6 17.2 10.7 8.2 12.3 8.8
30-39 14.6 6.1 315 8.9 5.6 10.6 19.2 11.3 8.9 154 7.1
40 - 49 33.5 57.8 29.4 50.4 62.2 24.1 23.7 38.4 312 38.1 293
50+ 24.7 233 9.8 26.7 18.9 49.6 14.1 26.8 40.6 20.6 43.5

* - Has a job but not at work during the reference week

» Percentage of employed persons who work less than 10 hours is only 2 percent.

» Agricultural workers are evenly distributed among the categories of 10 hours and over.

» Nearly 50 percent of Sales and service workers and 40 percent of Machine operators respectively have

worked more than 50 hours per week.

» About 65 percent of Craft & related workers and nearly 60 percent of Elementary occupational workers

respectively have worked more than 40 hours per week.

Figure 13: Percentage distribution of employed population by hours worked per week and
occupational group

[ 0 " 9
.l/o 4.0% 9.79% G?f 5.8%
16.0%
Craft & 22.0%
Sales & related
Service workers
workers
65.2%
36.4%
B0 mm) - 19 KN 20 -39 E= 40+
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Table 23 - Percentage distribution of employed

population by employment status & sex By Employment Status & Sex
Employment status Total Male Female » About 56 percent of both males and
females fall in to the employee category.
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 oy gory
Employee 500 20 b » Nearly 27 percent of females worked
Public 13.4 12.6 15.0
— o9 A0 0T as unpaid family workers while
Enployer 23 3.1 0.8 corresponding proportion for males is
Own account worker 28.4 33.8 17.2 6.5 percent
Unpaid family worker 13.0 6.5 26.5

Figure 14 - Percentage distribution of employed population by employment status & sex

Female

Male
6.5% 12.6%

BEH public employee
15.0%

Private employee

Employer

Own account
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L Unpaid family
worker

Table 24 - Percentage dis tribution of employed population by
employment status and province

Employment status B}’ Emp loyme!lt
Province Employee Employer Own account Unpaid family Status & Province
Total Total Public Private worker worker
P 71 Percent of employed
Total 1000 563 134 429 23 28.4 130]  Fersons in the Western province
are employees and 56 percent of
Western 1000 713 156 557 3.5 20.8 43| them are private sector workers.
Central 100.0 61.3 14.5 46.8 3.2 22.6 12.9
Southern 100.0 55.3 14.2 41.1 1.3 33.1 10.2
North Westerm 1000  47.9 115 36.3 1.8 34.0 163| P> Of the total employed persons
North Central  100.0 29.6 122 174 1.2 41.6 27.6 in the agricultural dominated
Uva 100.0 347 7.8 26.8 1.7 32.8 30.8 North central province, 42
Sabaragamuwa  100.0  56.3 12.6 43,7 1.0 31.4 11.2 percent are Own account
workers.

Figure 15 - Percentage distribution of employed population by employ atent status in
the Western province & North Central province

Western North Central
4.3%

gz Public employee

¥ Privaie employee
Employer

B8 own account worker
Bl Unpaid family worker
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Table 25: Distribution of employed population by

occupation & Employment status : 333; Employnmntsmtus &
Occupation
Employees Own account workers — pﬁo
Occupation Total % Total A » Majority of (37% percent) total Employees fall
Total 3550254 100.0 1791489 100,0| into unskilled Elementary occupational group.
Sales & Service workers 263430 7.4 349553 19.5
Skilled agricultural & » Nearly 20 percent of employees have worked as
Fishery workers 54988 1.5 941915 52.6 Craft & related workers.
Craft & related workers 692769 19.5 233421 13.0
Elementary occupations 1297686  36.6 105106 5.8 » A relatively high percentage of Own account
b
. 1241381 354 Ikt 21 workers (53 percent) are engaged in their own

* 'Other' includes (i) Senior officials & managers (ii) Professionals (iii) Technicians & ~ agricultural activities while nearly 20 percent of
Associate professiotmals (iv) Clerks (v) Plant & machine operators and (vi) Unidentified them have their own business or enterprise.

Figurel6: Distribution of employed population by occupation & employment status

Employee Own account worker

7.4% 1.5% E Sales & Service Sz 19.5%
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workers 0%

;

35.08 2 195% | [ Skilled agricultural s9% Ao

o & fishery workers oy

ately ] B Craft & related | |
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6.6% occupations
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Table 26: Distribution of employed population by industry

and employment status By Employment Status &
Industry Employee Own account workers [ndustry
Number % Number %| * Of all paid employees about 48 percent have
fatal e 1791489 10001 (oried in manufacturing and services
Agriculture 652406 184 974783 54.4 industiies
Manufacturing 743038 209 202908 113 ’
Construction 299868 8.4 32590 1.8
Trade & hotels 278694 7.8 364581 204| ' Nearly 65 percent Own account workers
Transport storage & communication 227661 6.4 68979 39 (self employed) are owners of their own
Insurance & rela estate 106993 3.0 16908 9.0 . y
Services 069281 273 111813 6.2 agricultural enterprise and 20 percent of them
* Other 80001 2.3 12584 0.7| have a business under Trade & hotel category.
i [ L e 301 percent of Own account workers are engaged
* Other includes (I) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water their own Manufacturing industries.

Figure 17: Distribution of employed population by industry and employment status

Employees Own account workers
184% g Agriculture 7.7%
= Manufacturing
209 Trad.e&hotels 54.4%
¥y Services
Other*

* 'Other’ includes (i) Mining & quarrying (ii) Electricity gas & water (iii) Construction (iv) Transport storage & communication (v) Insurance &
real estate and (vi) Not defined
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Table27: Percentage distribution of Employed population by Level of
education & employment status

By employment Status
_ Employmont gtatus & Level of Education
Level of Education Total Employee Employer Own account Unpaid family
worker worker
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Below Gr. 5 25.1 22,2 9.2 314 26.9
Grade 5-9 46.3 44.3 44.4 47.9 52.1
G.C.E(O/L) 16.7 17.0 304 15.3 16.0
G.C.E(A/L) & abovi 11.8 16.5 16.0 5.4 4.9

» Of all employed persons, nearly 70 percent have attained a level of education below G.C.E.(O/L). The
situation is even worse among 'Own account workers' and 'Unpaid family workers' with this proportion being

about 80 percent.

Figure 18: Percentage distribution of employed population by employment status &
level of education

Employee Own Account worker
22.2%
31.4%
EH Below Gr.5
44.3% Gr5-9
&3 G.C.E.(OL)
47.9%
 G.CE(AL) & ’
'\\ - above
A e
17.0%
15.3%
16.5% 54%
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Unemployment

Unemployed : persons who are seeking and available for work, but had no
employment during the reference period

Rate(%

25

20

Unemployment Rate : The number of unemployed persons as a percentage
of the labour force

Changing pattern of unemployment rate over time

S ..

1993 1996 1998 1999 2000

Year
—e— Total —m— Male —a— Female
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Table 28: Distribution of Unemployed population by
age group & sex

Age group Both sexes Male Female
No. % No. b2 No. Yo

Allages 517777 100.0 260124 100.0 257053 100.0
15-19 100923 19.5 62174 240 38749 15.1
20-24 229129 444 120416  46.4 108713 423
25-29 94855 184 39504 15.2 55351 215
30-39 61540 119 23585 9.1 37955 14.8
40+ 30070 58 13785 53 16284 6.3

Table 29 - Unemploymnt rate by age group & sex

Unemployment rate(%)

By Age & Sex

*» A majority of the unemployed
persons is reported in the 20- 24 age
group.

* The difference between total number
of unemployed males and females is
negligible.

» The number of unemployed males in
younger age groups is higher than the
number of females and the number of
unemployed females is higher than the

Age Both sexes Male Female males in the older age groups.

Allages 7.6 5.8 11.1

15-19 3.4 21.9 262 P A sever.e unemployment prevails am01.1g
20-24 23.0 192 29.4 the youth in the age group 15 - 24 yrs. It is
25-99 10.9 70 18.1 even worse among the female youths.
30-39 3.6 2.1 6.3

40+ 1.1 0.7 1.8

Figure 19: Unemployment rate by age group & sex
30

24

tf”’”ﬁr#‘\\\

RN

g

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 40+
Age group
—e— Both sexes —s—Male —a—Female |

Statistical significance of the difference between the estimated unemployment rate of the 2000 and
the estimated average annual rates of year 1999 respectively.

¢ Estimated value of the unemployment rate in fourth quarter of year 2000 = 0.076
Estimated value of the unemployment rate in year 1999 = 0.089

The difference between the above estimated values is statistically significant at 5 percent
level of significance (two tail test)
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Table 30 - Unemployed population and unemployent rate by level of education

& Sex
Level of education
Sex Total Below Gr.5 Gr.5-9 G.C.E(O/L) G.C.E(A/L) & above
No. [Rate] No. [Rate] No. [Rate] No. [Rate] No. [Rate]
Bothsexes 517169 [7.6] 13162 [1.0] 235712 [7.5] 134573[11.3] 130724 [14.9]
Male 260120 [5.8] 8163 [0.9] 142335 [6.3] 67564 [8.8] 40065 [8.8]
Female 257048 [11.1] 500 [1.1] 93377 [10.2] 67008(16.0] 90659 [21.4]

Table 31: Unemployed population by level of education & duration

of unemployment
Lewel of education

Duration of Total BelowGr.5 Gr.5-9 GCE(O/L) GCE(A/L)
unemployment & above
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 6 months 163 16.6 17.7 134 249
6 - 12 months 10.6 12.5 10.0 73 15.7
12 - 14 months 273 29.1 274 24.8 21.2
Over 24 months 45.8 41.8 449 54.5 38.1

By level of education

» There is a marked difference in
the incidence of unemployment
between males & females who are
educated above G.C.E.(O/L).

* A tendency of rising
unemployment rate with the level
of education can be observed in
table 29. The reported number of
unemployed females is more than
twice as that of unemployed males,
who are educated above
G.C.E.(O/L).

By level of education &
duration of unemployment

» A higher proportion of
G.C.E.(O/L) qualified person have
been looking for work for a longer
period, compared with the others.

Figure 20: Unemployment rate and unemployed population by level of education
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Table 32 - Unemployment rate and unemployed population

by residential sector
Both sexes Male Female
No. % No. % No. %
Allisland 517168 7.6 260120 58 257048 111
Urban 66774 8.1 37168 6.5 29605 1L.5
Rural 450395 7.5 222952 57 227443  11.0

Table 33: Unemployed population and unemployment rate by
province & sex

By Residential Sector

» Urban rate higher than rural
sector in the year 2000.

» Only 13 percent unemployed

persons residing in the urban
sector.

By Province & Sex

» It could be seen that the highest

Both Sexes Male Female
Province Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate number of unemployed persons are
Total 517177 7.6 260124 5.8] 257053 11.1 reported from the Western province
followed by Southern province and
Western 160236 8.0 92125 6.7 68041 10.8 )
Central 93778 8.5| 37453 5.5| 56326 133 CEnAlPOVIneS
Southern 102931 1L.1{ 49418 79 53513 17.6 D HonErEr Rehigh e mpl e
h West 46853 . 20798 34| 26055 7.9 . y
North Westem 2 w 6 rate for both males & females
North Central 26672 52 12949 3.8 13723 8.2 ded from the South )
Uva 26414 46| 144870 41| 11927 52 s e
Sabaragamuwa | 60294 80| 32825 6.5 27469 11.2 > The number of unemployed females
in the Central province, Southern
province, North western province and
North central province exceed the
number of unemployed males in the
respective province.
Figure 21: Unemployment rate by province & sex
B FFE
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Table 34:Unemployed population and unemployment rate by level of

education & province
Level of education .
Province Total Below Gr.5  Gr.5-9  GCE(OL) GCE(AL)
%k
igeboye » The salient feature of
No. Rate No. Rate No. Rate No. Rate No. Rate
unemployment rate
Total 517177 7.6 16161 235715 6.9 134575 102 130726 13.0
classified by level of
Western 160236 8.0 4320 67274 69 44915 8.8 43718 10.6 "
Central 93778 85 3063 40522 72 26251 142 23042 15|  concationbetween
Southern 102931 111 3241 41818 92 30255 154 27617 18.9|  provinces is that, higher
North Westem 46853 5.0 1314 21816 4.8 10706 6.5 13017 113|  rates are recordedin all
North Central 26672 52 1390 12889 49 7125 86 5268 120 e oovinces for
Uva 26414 46 919 14980 54 4960 65 5556 11.1 _ _
Sabaragamuwa 60294 8.0 1906 36416 89 10362 9.6 11609 130|  Persons witharelatively

high education.
* Unemployment rate cannot be estimated with a reasonable

reliability for levels of education below grade 5 by province
» Persons with a level of education G.C.E(A/L) & above in Southemn province reported the highest unemployment
rate in the year 2000.

»51.3 percent of all unemployed persons have attained a level of education G.C.E(O/L) & above.

» Of the G.C.E(A/L) & above qualified unemployed persons, 33.4 percent are residing in the Western province and
nearly 40 percent belongs to the Central and Southern Provinces taken together.

Figure 22: Unemployment rate of attained G.C.E(A/L) & above qualified persons by province
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Table 35: Distribution of unemployed persons by whether
they have had a vocational training by age group

Age Total Had Training  Had no training

(yrs.) No. % No. % No. %
Total 517177 100.0 147943 286 369234 71.4
15-24 330053 100.0 92673  28.1 237380 71.9
25-39 156395 100.0 48352 309 108042 69.1
40+ 300869 100.0 6918  23.0 23152 77.0

By Vocational Training

» Of the total unemployed, 28.6 percent (147943)

have some kind of vocational training.

» The proportion of unemployed persons, who

have had some vocational training is over 23

percent in any age group under study. This

proportion is as high as 31 percent in the age

group 25 - 39 yrs.

Figure 23: Distribution of unemployed persons by whether they had vocational training

Had Training

7] Had no training

Table 36: Distribution of unemployed persons who had a vocational

training by type of training
Type of traming Total % Male % Female %
Total 147943 100.0 70686 100.0 77257 100.0
Medicine & related 1112 0.8 1112 14
Enginering and related 1708 12 1708 24 ° . o
Science, Management, Accounting etc. and related 5967 40 1343 19 4624 6.0
Technical and related 3220 22 2426 34 794 10
Health and paramedical services 2931 20 265 04 2666 35
Craft & related 26719 18.1 25647 363 1072 14
Educational and related 4719 32 478 0.7 4241 55
Small industries and related 8949 60 4001 57 4948 64
Other vocational traiing 79889 54.0 28107 39.8 51782 67.0
Vocational training not elsewhere classified 12729 86 6711 95 6018 7.8
.. Negligible

» Of all unemployed persons who have
received some vocational training, a
majority comes under 'other vocational
training' which consists of following
vocational training categories

i.e., training on

(i) Driving and operating mobile
machinery

(ii) Data entry operating and computer
operating

(iii) Stenography & typing

(iv) Printing & related work

(v) Housekeeping & restaurant service
work

(vi)Textile & garment trade work

» 67 percent of the unemployed females and 40 percent of the unemployed males (who have had a vocational training)

can be categorized under this group.

» Training an 'Craft and related work' which accounts for nearly 36 percent of the unemployed males who have had some

vocational training, can be ranked next to this group. This/ group consists of the vocational training on,

(i) Motor vehicle mechanism and fitting

(iii) Welding and flame cutting
(v) Electronic fitting and servicing

(vii) Plumbing & pipe fitting

26

(ii) Refrigerating and air condition repairing

(iv) Radio and television repairing

(vi) Masonary and carpentory

(viii)Painting
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