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"A nation has the right to arrange its life on
autonomous line. It even has the right to secede.
But this doesn't mean that it should do so under all
circumstances, that autonomy, or separation, will
everywhere and always be advantageous for a
nation, i.e., for the majority of its population, i.e., foe
the toiling strata - - -.

But what solution would be most compatible
with the interest s of the toiling masses?

Autonomy, federation or separation?

All these are problems the solution to which will
depend on the concrete historical conditions in which
the given nation finds itself.

Nay, more. Conditions, like everything else,
change, and a decision which is correct at one
particular time may prove to be entirely unsuitable at

another.
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" .- -any incorporation of a small or weak
nation into a large or powerful State without the
precisely, clearly and voluntarily expressed con-
sent and wish of that nation, irrespective of the time
when such forcible incorporation took place, irre-

spective also of the degree of development or
backwardness of the nation forcibly annexed to
the given State, or forcibly retained within its bor-
ders, and irrespective, finally, of whether this na-
tion is in Europe or in distant overseas coun-
tries."

[V.I. Lenin, Selected Works, (1977), Vol. Il, p.475
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