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(b) Each territory shall have a territorial legislature and
shall be responsible for all functions of legislation
and of executive and Judicial administration, within its
area of jurisdiction; in particular Education, Finance,
Health, Land Settlement and Policing of the region shall
fall within the Jurisdiction of the territorial government,

(c) The central government shall have control over Defence,
Foreign Affairs, and Nitional Finance. It shall also oe
responsible for the execution and maintenance of country~-wide
services such as railways, post and telecommunications, :
harbours etc which it will not be feasible to bring within
territorial administratrion as well as of development projects
which "spread over a nurber of territories. In the latter
instance it will act in full zcasultation with the territories

concerned.

(d) All inhabitants of this country, and in particular the
Plantations workers of 'recent Inaian Origan , wao opt tu
become citizens of this country would have the right to
obtain full citizenship rights. There should be no discrimination

between citizens by descent and citizens by registration,

(e) Constitutional provisions will be made to ensure the
implementation of the above pProposals and protect the rights
of the minorities in each territory; all acts which seek to
impose special disabilaties or confer special privileges on

any ethnic group will be constitutionallybarred.
(£) Any legislation purporiing to amend or alter these provisions
of the Constitution must have the consent of all the

territorial governments,

We invice all mass organisations in this country to consider these proposals,
endorse them and give them widest publicity in their organisations.
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Fea. uough an scceptable Political Solution
we W ~ncichun of the Sri Lankan government and the representative
g - .4 rae Tamal people to agree to a8 cease-fire and to begin
e . .= I3c » prlitical solution to the conflict between the two major

tes innabiting Sri Lanka.

We selieve that the vast majority of all communities hope that these talks

..t su.ceed in arriving at a political solution that would remove the
L aue.. o armed conflict and brinc about peace and reconciliation, while
A+, :n2 rhe rignts of self-determ:ination.

ke “l=y believe that such a political solution could be implemented with
sreater success if the people and their organisations, particularly among
Lha Sinhalese 2nd Tamils were involved in the peace process. Based on an
un-er=tanding of the basis of ethnac hostility, the ways in which it has
Lees uses by vested interescs and of the necessity of overcoming chauvinism,
pevile snouid pe discussing slternative patterns of devolution of power.
wnich alone should be the basis of an accept%ble political solution. It is
onle oy such'an involvement cn the part of the people at large that any
erfrri- =n subver' the oresent negotiations by chauvinist elements could

fUvETOOmP

We nunse  cherefore, that an assembly of delegates from all major people's
.ras vsations be conserec tn order to adopt a series of proposals that could
‘or. tne sas1s of & pelirical solucien and would help to end violence,

iestore peace and promnte :nter-ethnic justice.

‘ oroer to racilitate such a discussion, we are putting forward for
on<iderarzon the following basic framework which we believe will ensure a
Lrue devolution of power ana guarantee equality of status to all members of

'l rgmmunities:

(a, The state shall consist of a central government and a
number of territorial governments. Each territory shall
be compr1sed of a number of districts which are geographically
contiguous with each district having the power to decide

which territory to Join.

17

LIQUILISLD



www.padippakam.com

SRT LANKA  PRESEARCH AND INTORMATINN GRAUP

8, Grays Inn Burldinge,
Rosebury Avenue,
Landon E.Z, 1

Dear friend, 26th August 198?

- We are enclosing a news item which we have translated from
the JANAHANDA Newspaper, which is published weekly in Sinhala in Sri Lanka.
This item appeared in the front page of the JANAHANDA of 18th August 1985
with the headline 'Buddhisl.and_ﬁhris;ian_Clgrsy-calls_tgr.tbe.ameudmgnt
of the Constifutiop' The news item &oes on to list the names of several
important members-of the Clergy and others who are calling for PEACE
THROUGH AN ACCEPTABLE POLITICAL SOLUTICN, and have presented a draft

proposal for devolution of power.

Amongst those who have signed this proposal are Venerable
Batapola Anomadassi Mahanayaeke, Venerable Wellawatte Gnanabiwansa, Venerable
Bandagiriye Medhananda, Venerable Kongasdeniye Ananda, Venerable Mandawala
Pannawansa, Venerable Bathigammana Uttarananda , Father Paul Caspersz S.J.,
Rev Yohan Devananda, Dr. Kumari Jayawardene, Dr. Sumanasiri Liyanage,
Dr. Bertie Gajameragedera, Dr. Osmund Jayaratne, Jayaratne Maliyagoda,
Jayasumana Dharmabandu, Charles Abeysekera, Premasiri Khemadasa, Ainsley
Samara jeeva, Dharmasena Pathiraja, S.G.Punchihewa, Dr. Newton Gunasinghe,
Sudarshan Seneviratne, Indika Gunawardene, Suriya Wickremasinghe, Gamini
Yapa, Dr. James Rutnam, Mervyn Casiechetty, Professor S.J.Thambiah, Dr.
Radhika Coomaraswamy and many others.

Although the Thimpu talks for a political solution are not
going too well it is clear that a proposal such as the one put forward by
these leading members of the Community could be a basis for a Just and a
peaceful solution to the ethnic problem.

We urge all Sri Lankans to write to the Sri Lankan government
supporting these proposals and to put them forward as a basis for negotiated
settlement with the representatives of Tamil organisations.

Further information about this initiative could be obtained from
Mr. Indika Gunewardene, No 6, Aloe Avenue, Colombo 3, Sri Lanka.

We enclose a copy of the full statement we have referred to
above.
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INDIAN EXPRESS

Thimpu recessed

HE Thimpu talks between representatives of the Sri

Lanka government and various Tamil groups have
hopefully only recessed, even if under a cloud, but not been
aborted. The second round broke up with nln.rmlngﬂrieports
of ceasefire violations with several hundreds killed in
ambushes and reprisals particularly around Vavuniya and
Trincomalee. Official spokesmen in Colombo have de-
scribed these reports wy exaggerated, but President
Jayewardene has promised an inquiry by senior military
commanders. There is a problem of internal discipline of.
their rank and file that both the government and the
militants confront and must overcome if any further truge is
to, hold. Thimpu-II broke up not because the talks had
failed but because of ceasefire infringements on a scale that
the Tamil groups felt they could not ignore. Mr Rajiv
Gandhi ed the Indian Foreign Secretary, Mr Romesh
Bhandari to the Bhutanese capital. His efforts seem to have
.helped ease the situation in as a recess was proposed to
‘enable the Tamil groups to consult their organisations and
for the official Lanka delegation to return to the table with'
new proposals.

Thimpu I and II have %;mc as far as establishing
credentials and setting out the basic position of either side.
The talks -have now to advance to more practical negotiat-.
ing positions, which implies some give and take. Ho
stems from the reported Sri Lanka offer to adopt the
Ceylon Workers Congress formula which Mr Thondoman,
Rural Affairs Minister put forward last February at the
All-Party Conference in Colombo on behalf of the Tamil
plantation workers of Indian origin. The other. Tamil
groups see this formulation for regional councils, land
settlement and internal security as a viable stargﬁ point for
discussions. Mr Gandhi has invited the T: militant
leaders to meet him and they have said that they will do so.
His effort will turn on restoring the truce and in trying to
persuade both sides to search for a via media.

INDIAN EXPRESS, Bombay, Saturday, August 24, 1986
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