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Condemn US Aggression Against Iraq

During the night of December 17 the USA
and its ally In NATO, Great Britaln started the
aggression agalnst the Republic of Iraq. The
concentrated rocket attack agalnst Baghdad ca-

used untold casualities and damage. These ban-

dit ralds lasted 4 days and the uatsld suffering
-of the people is unimaginable, besides the tre—
mendous economic destruction,

The real aim of the aggressors is well
known: they want to destabilize the political,
economic and cultural situation In Iraq and to
make that country the springboard in the Near
East since:itiis the  wealth of ofl and gas that
Imperialism is after. Imperialism wants hegemo -
ny in that part of the warld in order to be able
to control this strategic part of the world for fu-
ture expanslon. This was possible because
there is no longer the Soviet Union.

American Imperialism has trampled under
foot the idea of United Nations Charter or
even cardinal human relations and rights, This
follows other aggression agdinst: Sudan and
Afghanistan, plus Yugoslavia where NA O pla-
ns are formulated to control ' this redlon and
thus be close to thz very vordars of Russla-the
underbelly of our Matherland, ~« - sl

This is being done since Yzitsin's Russia is
practically on its knees and evan though the
{From P, 24

In its cover story Coroorata Killers recently
Newsweek ran the mug shots of four CEQs who
had downsized their business in profitable peri-
ods and hiked their salaries. When they say
that “|Ifeel fine about this bacause Iam just
doing what the market requires”, this culture
spreads creating the pald assassins who repeats
these corporate bosses and say ‘‘you have to
understand, this is just a business, everybady
has to mike money” The individualisn wvhich
capitallst system glorifles Is turned into hyper
individualism. If all are not turnzd into carpor .
ate killers or pald assassins as a result, It is
only due to the democratic spirit still created by
people’s movements. ‘When the hegemony of
the caplitalist-Imperialist system is perpetuated
through the Corporate Killers, what {s required
is intensification of people’s movements against
the rule of MNCs and their agents as a part of
the struggle to overthrow the Imperialist system
itself, o

Statement By CC UCPB

present Russian regime Is subservient to USA
imperlalism, nevertheless USA wants Russia to
be dismembered into tiny fiefdoms for future
plans of expioitation,

The policy of connivance by the present
Yeltsin regime regarding .rag has the Soviet
peoplecextremely worrled and disturbed,

[t Is obvious that Yeltsin, having taken the
counter revolutionary torch from Gorbachev,
has supported the attacks on Irag. The pseudo -
attacks in statements by Yeltsin-Primakov now
in the prass, belies In  -actual fact the voting
pattern of Russfan represéntatives at the UN,
who always vote with and sanction the actions
of USA. There was no statement or criticism of
USA or NATO by representatives of Russia that
are statloned in NATO headquarters In Brussels,
Belglum. They are in agreement with the USA's
“strateglc partnership” which is supported by

the International Monetary Fund and World

Bank. . i

¢ 85viet peopleialso reméber the statement
by Zyuganpv of the.CPRF to the effect that he
approves Primakov policy as If they are for the
bengfit of our Matherland, s this fact not omi-
nous (At Primakav dnd MaSliuykov, memoer of
thetlenderghip bEPRFand guided oy Zyugzanov
to tha effect tnat Russla must disarm and sign
the SNV-2, wilghbasically Is aimed at the co-
mplete disarmament of all the rocket- missiles

. defenses that Russia has at the moment,

Position of the AUZPB 15 vased on the the.
stscof VLI Lanta: that Imperialism alwa ys glves
birth to wars and today Is strong. The thesis of
d. V. Stalin i5 apropos now when he sald: “In
order to make certain that wars do not happen,
we must liquidate inperialism."

in the: last while all over the continents the
movements of ati-[nperialist tendeacies have
grown and strugales a3ainst American Imperia-
Hsm has activated all over the world ,

AUCPB deems It necessary to state that
there is absolutely a dasperate need for all of
the anti-imperialist forces to join together into
one mighty UNITED FRONT.,

Down with imperialism and its supporters!

We are appealing to all peaceloving people
of the world to joln forces against the NATO
aggression of Irag!

(Contd. P. 5)
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EDITORIAL

_Left Alternative with Anti-lmperialist Democratic
Programme: Need of the Hour

« - .BJP government led by Vajpayee is expo-
sing its policigs of treason more and more. Du-
ring its one year rule it has fmpiemented the
liberalisation - globalisation policles more spee-
wdily enslaving the tountry to IMF -Weorld Bank-
WTO trie and MNCs. The latest budget propo-
sals are only golng ' to intesify recession in al)
sectors and inflation, #&s a result the country is
ge tting devastated and vast masses ef people
are further Impovesised, wideningthe gap bet-
ween rich and poor. Exposing the holowness of
Its "“Swadeshi’’ jargons, Vajpayee government .is
enslaving the country to '“Videshi’ interests.
Amending the patent act, privatising ipsurance
sector and selling off public sector units show
that BJP s nothing but.a bunch of imperialist
agents.

.As it Is getting -exposed due to these anti-
peopie policies first it tried to hoodwink the
people through Pokhran blasts. Falling in this
the Sangh Parlvar Is engaged in rabid commu-
pallsation. It is attacking the minoritles. Dalits
and all democratic forces. An atmosphere of ha.
tred and fear is being created leading to fascist
threats. The BJP government and the Sangh
Parivar through communal faseist agenda is ca-
using a -havec. Their hegemonic moves calls for
all out united struggles to over-t‘hrow them.

_ But the Congress led by -Sonla Gandhi Is
nakedly joining. hands with BJP_government to
adopt and implement the anti-natlonal ««cono-
amic policles. As the ruling classes wish to pol-
arise Indian politics between the two reaction-
ary partles, BJP and Congress, Sonia Gandhijis
_1eady to wait till it becomes capable of replacing
‘BJP. Like in the economic policies, in the fasci-
cisation also Congress s colluding with the BJP.
That Rajiv Gandhi government opened Babri
Masijid for. Hinduthua fascists and, allowed Shil-
‘anyas, and later: Rag government colluded with

BJP cannot be forgotten, Like BJP, ‘Congress is
a party of traftors serving Imperialist interests
and helping the communalisation of BJP.

In this situation, when the country Is facing
crisis in all fields, and the working class, peasa-
ntry, dalite, adlvasis and all other sectlons are
getting plundered, the question of a genuine
alternative to BJP and Congress assumes cardi-
nal importance. As far as the CPl (M), CPI lead -
erships ara concerned they opportunisticdlly talk
of a third front which is 2 nor-starter, and talks
of waiting for a Congress victory, They have
degenerated from all proletarian positions and
have become apologists for the Congress, It is
out and out surrender to tuling .system. In this
way they will only help BJP to increase ts str-
ength rather than over-throwing it’in coming
days,

As the last December 11 general strike and
numerous struggles in all fields show people’s
resistance to the reactionary economic policies:.
These struggles.are going to intensify In coming
days. The toiling masses and democratic forces.
look forward to an alternative to the ruling sys—
tem. It Is in this context CPI (ML) Red Flag calls:
for a countrywide Left Alternative with a demo-
cratic programme. Only such an alternative can
serve people'’s interests, '

We call upon the working class and all tol-
ling masses to rally round this Left Alternative.
Utilising all forms of struggles Including parlia-
mentary struggles let us resist the neocolonisa-
tlon and growing fascist threats. At all India and
state levels this Left Alternative shall strive to
unite all left masses. We call upon all democra-
tic progressive forces to rally round this Left
Alternative, deféat BJP and expose Congress,
marching forward to democracy and soclallsm.
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US attacks and sanctions against Iraq:

A challenge to world

US and British imperialists are continuing

their over flights and bombardment of lraq alo-

ngwith economic 'sanctlons. According to US
state secretary Albright “if we haveto use force

It is because we are America. We ' stand tall. We

see further into future.” She = speaks In the
most barbarlan way, In the language of robber
‘barons Clinton leads. UN is just a tool In the
hands of these barbarlans. And when the aggre-
ssion and sanctions continue entire generation
of Iraqi childrén suffer and hundreds of thousands
of human beings perish,

“Iraqis haemorrhaglng under the strain of
the most comprehensive sanctions ever imposed
in modern history. Denis Halliday, 'UN assistant
secretary general and humanitarfan co-ordinator
for Iraq, says that sanctions are undermlnlng
the inoral credibility of the UN’ and their con-
tinuation is 'In caﬁiraaicuon to the human ngms
provislons in the UN's own Charter'.

Wheat flour now costs 11,667 times more
than it did In July 1990, salaries average bet -
ween $2 and $7 per month and the UN estimates
that four million Iraqgis- about 20% of the popu -
lation-live in extreme poverty. '

According to the Unlted Natlons Children's
Fund (UNICEF), eight years of economlc warfare
have resulted 1n the deaths of more than half
a milllon children. Some 4,500 children under
the age of flve are dying each month from hunj
ger and disease. The Food and Agricultre Orga -
nisation (FAO) reports that even with full com
pliance with UN Security Council Resolution 986
{the provision that allows Iraq to export oil “to
purchase food) the country’s nutritionai needs
‘will progressively deteriorate with grave conse -
quences to the health and life of the Iraqi peo-

ple'.

An estimated 25% of Iraqi babies are” born
with low birthweights and the World Health Or-
ganisation warns that many of these children
will lag In thelr physical or mental development
leading to long-term health problems.

Ratlens at Iraq's 52,000 food distribution
centres typically last only 20 days, forcing Iraqis

people

to survive by selling personal possessions, ho-
usehold goods and clothes to buy . iood, Those
with nothlng left'to sell may be fo rced to beg or
enter Into prostltutlon -

Wldespread shortages of antibiotics, anal-
gesics, anaesthetics and laboratory materi-
als have led to the re-emergence of many dis~
eases’ primarily those linked to the damaged
water'and sanltation systems- cholera dysent-
ery, malarla and: typhold fever, T

Although dissent was not tolerated oll-rich
Iragls once enjoyed a good - standard of . living,
Including free access to:the region’s best health
care, education, social security and social wel-
fare programmes. Today, teachers moonlight as
taxi drivers to supplement their. §3 a -month sa-
larles as they attempt to . cope with a severe

ol andioona: Sy g [T PR
lack of books and pzn\.lla uetzliUlﬂllllg ouiiaings

and mainourished ' students who find 1t. difticult
to concentrate,

Iraq’s Irradiated South

The most enduring legacy of the Gulf War
may be the more than 315 'tons of depleted ur
anlum (DU) released’ by US tanks and aircraft,
A dense, radioactive byproduct of ‘uranfum fuel
enrichment, DU (with a half-life ' of 4 5 billion
vears) was made ' into ‘“armour-plercing ' shelis
that exploded and burned, releasing ‘clouds of
vadioactive dust that were inhaled, ingested and
absorbed through open ' wounds, Pentagon is
aware of the health risks of using DU weapons.
But it refuses to alert US and Allted Forces or
Kuwaiti and Iraqi officlals. '

A leaked UN document has'reported a 55%
increase in cancer In Iraq between 1979 and
1994. A growing number of international scien-
tists are convinced that these increases ‘are
the result of DU residues in  the soll, alr and
water. v N

After seeing the bables of fellow soldiers
norn with birth deformities, some former sold-
iers have refused to' marry. In January; FAO
officials reported that sheep in southern'. Iraq
have been genetlcally altered.’ Millions ‘of - Iraqls
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continue to llve,, work and play in the comaml-
nated areas,

The Deathiof Hope 1! !

Earlier in 1998, a UN official, when asked
what gave him hope, replied: ‘Today | have no
hope'. He stated that conditions In Iraq are
worse than they were when he worked in Soma-
lia. He fears that two generahlons of lraqis have
been lost. T

What happens to lraq s chlldren may seem
of little consequence to many Americans, but if

. we care about the lives of our own children, we

, must be concerned with the world we are crea-
ting- a world where the US  remains, in the
words of Martin Luther King, ‘the greatest pur-
veyor of violence in the world today.’

While many countries have urged the llhlng
of sanctions, the US has publicly stated that

.. sanctions wlll stay In_ place as long as. Saddam
Husseln remains in power.

Congress has approved mlllions of dollars

to destablilise the goverament of Iraq, while US
administration and congressional leaders . have
called for covert and overt measures to .owver-
throw President Husseln-all in. clear vlolatlon of
International la »s and treaties.
. The myth spread that sanctions  are merely
a 'kinder and gentler’ way to insure. another go-
vernment's capltulation is a chal}enge to , world
people.

While US led lmpriallsts perpetuate these
horrenduous crimes all governments remaln
mute spectators. All UN agencies and vartous
assemblies of governments remaln silent., The
Pope .who finds:time to appeal for Pinachet
keeps mum on lraq All the ‘Islamic' governme:
nts of West Asia, South East Asia, North Africa
and the Islamic fundamentalists remain silent,
serve US imperialists, or limit their. protests to
hollow words, The lraqgi people are Ieft,to suffer
the crimes of Yankees, -

‘Iraq is not a socialist country, Saddam
Hussain is not a Communist, Till he.disagreed
with US a decade ago, he was a crony of US
imperlalists. Still US imperiallsts continue thelr
barbarous attacks and sanctions against Iragt
people to threaten world people, ‘using .ltaq,as
a warnlng, against them, While the imperialist
camp toe US line, governments of all countrles,
rellgious fundamentalist establishments and
Imperialist agents everywhere refuse to.condemn
or raise voice against this barbarianism. .,

Indian government Is no exception. Like the

+Chandrasekhar government supperted by Rajiv
Congress, the Rao government, then two UF

| governments, -and' now B8 JP-led government
continued and contlnue to restrict their views
to certain common platitudes, None of them
dared or dare to condemn US attacks unequil-
vocally and to extend support to Iraql people.

It 1s the responsi-ility of the revolutionary
forces to raise thefr voice agalnst imperialist agg-
ression agalnst Iraql people;declare firm solidarity
with them, and turn this déélaration of solidarity
into ‘mobilisatlon of public’ oplnidon against im-
perialist barbarism. "' Impefrlalist’ 'aggression aga-
inst Iraq should be pro';ect"ed ‘as a symbol of the
heinous crimes of: lmperlalist system against
humanity. W = . i

(FormP, 6) . .. .. ‘

etc. Slmllar actlons take place ln many other
cities. This does not mean that working people

. are on that offensive .or that a qualitative leap:

in the class struggle.has been reached, But the
impression which the bourgeois media promote:
of a docile US working class submittiag without
aﬁghtlsfalse! ol WRLT D 3 1A B )
¥ 3 T Al LK ) b 11
(FromP 2) Yo N oy tUGEE O P raniels
. Agaressors shall nat run:away fron peoples
wrath and eventually  shall pay ' the supreme
price for thelc agaresslon. New Stalingrads are
in:the making and a new Nuremburg Tribunal
awaits them! : P
, . Long live the: solldarltv of peoples agalnst
'rnperlallsn fort soclallsm and peace on thls

planet!
NINA ANDREEVA
. + .+ General Secretary
e inn ;i All Uafon Communist
: i Party of Bolsheviks
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US Workers Fight For Justice in 1998

The fightback by workers now against the
<corporate agenda and the struggles of people

of color against oppression In this country usu-

ally go unmentloned in the US Midea. When
they are reported K is usually by the local
media, There is prastically no national ‘news
yegarding the struggles of the working class so
that people in California, for example, know Kttle
of what is going on in New York and vice versa,
But these struggles recelve even less coverage
in'the forelgn medla ‘so ‘that In most countries
people belleve there 18 mo fight back in the US,
Butof course therais.., '

"~ The most significant event in labor this year
was the '54:day sirile by members of the United
Aute Workers (UAW) In Flint, Michigan against
General Motors (GM). UAW locals ‘659 and 651,
with a combined membership of 9,200, declared
strikes which shut down 47 of GM's 29 assem-
bly plants and 100 parts plants, The labor actlon
cost GM g3 billion in prefits.and dollar 12 billton
in sales,

kike last year’s strike by members of the
Teamsters union against United Pareel Post, this
strike was wvery popular with other American
workers  In-Flint, polls demonsirated a67% ‘pu-
blic approval, and an Internet poll by ABC ‘sho-
wed that 74% across the country backed 1t
' Workers forced GM to promise it will Invest
dollar 180 millien /in Flint plant and another
doller 20 'mililon at Delphi East. The company
also agreed not to outsource work from Flint
and rot to sell plants in Flint and Dayton be-
fore 2CC0. The contracting of work to non-uni-
en shops was a majoricause of the strike. GM
gotl vid of 20,600 since 1996 in this manner.
currently employs some 200,000, After the
éluhe.CM announced plans to open a plant in

bina,

Workers won the strike despite thelr leader-
ship. The national union did not organize out-
reach to other unions and at their surmer
conventicn decided not 'to allow the striking
‘workers to ask for support of other UAW
locals,. 3 bin #

In the biggest victory for a union against an
airline company, last July the International As-
soclation of Machinists won the right to repres-
ent 19,000 passenger service agents at United
Alrlines. It was also one of the blggest wins in

DANIEL VILLA

the private sector In vears. Another important
struggle 16 thet of the United Farm Workers
Union ‘to orgenize some 20,000 strawberry pick-
ers which ere concentrated in Californfa, The
pickers are mostly Latino Immigrants who often
wotk lor a few dollars per day, have no benefits
and 'work 'In areas which are deprived of water
and tolete. Pro-union workers were the targ-
ets of entiunton goons and some growers have
orgarized phony company uniens to represenr
workers, - ' LN
| 'Some interesting things ‘occurred in New
York this summer. Labor bureaucrats "have lost
comtret of o' bulding trades demonstration org-
anized to protest the ¢ity's plan to use non
urfonilabor for a ‘transportation project. They
were caught by surprise when about 40,000 ang-
ty -tonstruction Workers (police estimate) mar-
ched up and down Manhattan and had a couple
of minor skirmishes with the police which resul-
ted In over ten cops reporting minor Injurles.
Udllon leaders have refused 10 organize another
demowstration fearing another explosion of
tlags rage, "+ -

New York also saw an attempt to revive the

Black ‘Power movement when tens of thousands

of ‘African Americar’s' responded to a call for a
youth march in Hallem on Septeniber 5. They
demanded an end to the dafly ‘murder, arrest

L

and¥rarassment of Blacks by the New York City
Police ‘force, jobs, reparations and an end to
discrimination;  Racist Mayor Rudolph Giuliani,
who was forced by a judge ‘to grant the rally a
permit, ordered'the ‘vollce to barricade the site
of the demonstration making It Impossible for
thousands of persons to attend the rally, Hund-
redsof cops to'ok ‘over the stage and area of
the activity as soon as the permit for the rally
expired, roughing  up people In the process.
Pdfice ‘helicopters alse flew close to the crowd
In'dn attempt'to’ intimidate and interrupt the
activity, et .

Across the’US there have been thousands
of rally pickets, strlkes, conferences and demon-
strations challenging the actions of the ruling
class and putting "forth the interests of the
working people. In"New York alone a week does
ot go by withdut several street actions whether
it'be around labor, healthcare, police ‘brutality,
; 4 : ke {Contd. P. 5)
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‘RELEVANCE OF. A'PEOPLE’S ALTERNATIVE
“IN.PRESENT SITUATION

. West Bengal chief minister and CPI (M) leader
Jyoti:Basu has offered support-to Congress and
-vepeated: it within four.days toform an:alternate
government at centre. 'He is arguing that as no
sparty wants (another electlon soon, Congress
<ghould come forward to. bring down Vajpayee
sgovernment. “He has! blso stated that'in present
:situation thereds no:other:possibility to replace
1the:BJP rule.at centre, rand: that it1s his:desire
:to see a Congress victory at centre in next elec-
+dons. These statements of the CPl (M)leader
calls for a serlous discussion,

Growing threats from
‘BJP government

There are no differences “of opinlon among
ithe progressive forces ‘that the!BJP-led gove-
.rnment at centre |s becoming a:growing threat

to the country and the ‘people. Through the
snew budget it has speéded up theiliberalisation-
:globalisation policies. India:Is converted into a
.dumplng around of the products of MNCs. PSUs
are increasingly sold out through' disinvestment,
vthis year to the tune of'Rs.:10 000 crores. Sim-
altaneously all Indigencus industries are closing
+down, or facing threats of closure. Forelgn
vdebt :lfabllitles are -increasing. Rupee value s
falling. The hilke in ratlway fares, frelght char-
ges, -pre-budget price ‘hikes of PDS items:and
cooking gas, dlesel price and postal ratesiare
going to Increase Inflation further. In all sense
the neocolonial :slavetry iis getting:Infensified.
Prices of essential _commoditles and cost of
essentlal services alongwith Increasing unem-
.ployment are impoverising the masses more.

People's reactlon to these reactlonary eco-
momic policles which serves only the comprador
classes and their forelan masters, and to the
nuclear explosions which only worsened India’s
position Internationally was reflected in the co-
ntinuous defeats of BJP-led forces In the ele-
ctions to the four state assemblies as well as In
the by-electlons. So, to divert attention from
growing economic crisls and to consolidate its
communal vote-bank, the Sangh Parivar has
once agaln accelerated the communal policies,

=K. N. Ramachandran

The minorities, now mainly the' Christian'mino-

rities are attacked, people ‘are divided “comm

unally  in all 'spheres, and‘ an ' atmosphére ' of
vhatred and fear 16-being created. All these are
~part of the:communal fascist' agenda of ‘Sangh
‘Parivar.

'The BJP-led rule which is rulning the vast
majority ‘of people economically, destroying even
exlsting democratic rights, encouraging the for-
ces of digintegration and Intensifying communal
fascist threats shotld be ended as éarly as pos=-
sible. There is no doubt about that.

Can Congress serve as alternative
toBJP?

But can Congress become an alternative to
BJP as Jyotl Basu states should be seriously
discussed. If aiternative means another gover-
nment in place of BJP government, Congress can
do 1t. But if it means an alternative to the
policles pursued by BJP government, can the
Congress provide it? It should not be forgotten
that BJP could come to power when Congress
policies led the country to economlic slavery, to
subservience to imperlalist domlnation, to com-
munal and casteist disintegration, and to allro-
und corruption and criminalisation and, got 1sol-
ated from the people as a result of all these,
and when the CPl(M) led forces could not
provice a progressive alternative in its place.

It is‘the very 'same 'policles of Congress
which the BJP government Is implementing at an
accelerated pace, Liberalisation, ‘globalisation
policies were Initlated, GATT! treaty was signed
and Indla'was made'a ‘member of WTO, rupee
was devalued continuously, foreign debts were
accumulated, and the country ‘was opéned up
to!MNCs by the Congress government. Now
Congress is ‘alding the Vajpayee government to
go ahead with these policles. Congress is sup-
porting the Patent Amendment Act and Insura-
nce Regulatory Act moved by the BJP govern-
ment ‘and all other economic policies 'also, So
the imperlalist powers and the native cdmpra-
dor classes are opting for either Congress or
BJP to rule over the country.
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What about the argument that Congress is
a secular force?. From the beginning Congress
governments had followed aot a policy of secu-
larism, bat of appeasingsall conninal forces
especially the Hindutua forces. Instead of caste
annlhi]atlon, It promoted all casteist forces, and
promoted the casteist and communal based vote-
banks. It was when these policies became fully
naked ,when Rajiv.Gandhi government amended
the Constitution to appease Muslim fundament -
alists following ~Supreme Court verdict on Sha-
hbano Case, and opened Babri Masjid for Hindu
fundamentalists and allowed Shilanyas that the
Sangh Parivar actlvely took off from there and
led the Rathayatra to install a BJP-led ministry
at centre. Now when Sonia Gandhi vislts Thi-
rupathi Temple and allles with a section of Ma-
hants in Haridwar alongwith appeasing other co-
mmunal forces and encouraging communal vote-
banks in her prepirations for coming to po wer,
all these show that the Congress has not chang-
ed a bit. Besides It should not be forgotten that
it was'Congress through its brutal suppression
of people's movements and Energency Rule wh-
ich Initlated criminalisation and ({ascicisation of
Indian political scene.

la this sitaation, evan if this Cragress com-
es to power, it will only pavz the way for the
BJP to come 'back to ‘power with mare stre-
ngth. Whzn ousting B'J P fron power has
bzcome an'urgent task, instzad’ of limlting alil
activities to parlizmentary field, what is requir-
ed is the launching of powerful countrywide pe-
ople's movements under independent lzft inltia-~
tive. “Instead of tnis, trailing 'behind Congress
in effect only helps the commnunal fascist forces,
But Jyoti Basu and his frlends have degenerated
s§0 much to soclal democratic lines that they fail
to'recognise this reality,

Question of Third Front

The CPI (M) led 'Left Front' parties and the
non Congress parties outside BJP alilance have
comne to understand that in spite of their repea-
ted appeals the Congress leadership is not in a
haste to pull down Vajpayee government Con-
gress leadership isready to walt, 1f possible, till it
can get a majority or near-majority in a fresh el-
ection It is in this situation that these frustrated
leaderships met at Delht. on 20th Februarv in a
‘People's Convention against communalism’. The
impositlon of president’'s rule in Bihar speeded
up this move.

All the progressive forces support the rem-~

oval of clause 356 from .the constitution and
putting an end to impositlon of president’'s rule
in the states. In that sense they oppose dls-
missal of Rabri government in Bihar. But this
is different from supporting Laloo Prasad-Rabri
Devi governments and RJD which through their
9 years rule protected Ranvir Sena like arch.re-
actionary forces, made the llfe of agricultural
workers and poor peasants belonging to. dalits
and backward sections intolerable, and intensif-
fed corruption and criminalisatlon to unpreceden -
ted ' levels. ' When CPI (Mj general secretary
Harikishan Singh Surjeet argues that BJP can: be
opposed In Bihar only with.the help of RJD, it
is nothing but a coatinuation of the opportunist
argument that BJP caniibe opposed. at ceantre
only'with the help of Congress. It is taking pr.-
agmatism to absurd limits'. ‘ :

Will not a Third Front formed at the {nitiat-
ive of CPI (M) with RJD, Mulayam Singh's SP,
Moopanar’s TMC, Karunanidhi's DMK, Mahanta’s
AGP and similar forces'bzcdme a ‘repetition of
the United Frontiof 1996, or more opportunistic?
It is part of history that this UF formed with the
aim;of keeping BJP .out of power only. paved the
way for BJP to come to power..This Third Front
being formed now wiil only become an osportu-
.nistfront of the apologists of Congress. Its for-
mation will only speed up the ruling class polit-
ics getting polarised in to Congress and BIP
forces. CPl (M)is nat, ready to take lessons
from th2 bankrupt policies it is pursuing even
after loosing the seats and votes it and CRI had
In Rajastan, Delhi and MP where elections. took
place recently. It will be foolish to expect any~
thing positive from the CPI (M) leadership.in
this critical juncture CPI[ (M} and CPI[ have
degenerated so much to social damoacratic posit-
ions.

What is need2d is a Paople’s
Alternative '

As we have pointed olt earller many times,
no government from the time of Rajiv Gandhi
Government, which started thz liberalisation
process, could escape from people's wrath; they
could not win the elections.” During thesz years
more and moare sections of people joined count -
rywide people's movements against the govern-
mental policies, The all India general strikes
and Bharat Bandhs during last decade and more
reflected this growing people’s anger. Progress-
ive forces have expressed thelr violent opposit-
ion to communal and castejst forces also. Tho-
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Democratic Movement against Fake Encounter
Killings and Incarceration of Communist
Revolutionaries: Kerala experience

On 3rd March the Kerala High Court issued
orders on the petltions filed by family members
-of martyr Comrade Varkala Vijayanand CP T(ML)
Red Flag activists that the Kerala government
should take necessary action to make further
:enquiries Into the death of Vijayan in police
custody 'during Emergency ar:d submit its report
w.ithln three months. It was an enthusiastic
piece of news for the comrades of CP1 (ML) Red

Flag, Thiruvananthapuram district committee and

‘to the family members, relatlves and friends ot

Com,Vijayan who are actively engaged in organi- *

sing the 23rd anniversary of his martyrdom on8th
March at Varkala municipal maldan, Earlier, when
aretired police driver Dayanandan had volunte-
ered to give evidence against his superiors who
had tortured " Vijayan to death and later burned
his bady destroying all evidences during Emer-

gency, under the leadership of the party a broad
based Aztion Ciuncil was formed with Zo nrade
Punnam>ode Hussaln, a retired teacher, progr—
essive cultural activist and active supoorter of
Yevolutionary movement from the beginning as
chalrman and Com: R K. Nair as Its convenor.

The Action Council gave a memorandum 1o
the chief minister demnanding re-opening of the
Vijayan case. Immediately after revocation of
Energency CPI (ML) Red Flag [then known as
CRC, CP1 (MLy] had launched a statewide mav -
ement for enqiiry into the deaths of comrades
Vijayan and Rajan in police torture camps daring
these dark days, The agitation on Vijayan and
Rajan questions and couct verdists had exoosad
the criminal deadslof the (Congress ICAL-R3P -
Muslim League ruley compelling then Congress

ugh these people’s movements have not reached
the levels of countrywlde revolits taking place
in many neocolonles, they are proceeding. in
that direction. . So what is required today is
a People's Alternatlve capable of transforming
the protest movements coming up agilnst inten-
sifying neocolonial slavery and comnunal fascist
threats into resistance, and thea to a march
towards democratic and socialist goals. .. This
Pzople's Alternative has great significance as an
urgent programme capable of linking all ferms
of class struggle developing in all spheres and
in all parts of the country wlth. the protracted
struggle for New Dambocratlc Revolution, «mobi-
lising the toiling masses and all progressive de-
mocratic secular forces.

Today all psuedo-leftist utterances like
liberalisation-globalisation policies  will be imp-
lemented according to, the needs of the country
and , methods to utilise W T O membership for
people’s benelits shall be found out if the Third
Front comes to power, and the ‘Swadeshi’ jargon
of Sangh Parivar are tetally exposed. What is
required is a basically different People's Altern-
ative with an anti-imperialist, anti-feudal dem-
ocratic programme capable of mobilising the
working class, the peasaatry and all other pro-

gresslve left masses.

The! programne of this Peoble's Altarnative
should include!starans like fuly scrap the priv-
atisatian - livaralisation - globatisation policies,
kis kout IMF - World  Bank—MNZsnconz out
of WiT®, writz: off ineriaiist d2by aatianalise
the praperties of fDI‘"!l;‘l and nativeamonaaailes;

““andl inblemant  radical land 'refarms: alongwith

democratic siogans conprising immnadiate peos
ple’s deminds © This alternate: progranmz sho=
uld moabilise the pzaple against: all conndanal
forces especially the comnunal fascist threat
posed by Srngh Parivar and .all castaist forces
on a secular-anti casteist plalforin, ensure equ-
ality of women in,all walks of life, and put-lor-
ward a natlonal and self-rellant devejopment
plan protecting ecology and ensuring all round
progress of all people starting with the fulltlm=
ent of their basic needs.

THe task of the genuine left forces, the
revolitionary forces Is to step forward to mobi-
lise ail toillng masses and progressive forces
under such a Pegple's Alternative Oaly through
such an Independent  lett; initiative the resist-
ance agalast neocolonial slavery and communal
fascism can be continuously developed.
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chief minister Karunakaran, who was home mini-
ster durirg emergency period when CPI leader
Achutha Menpn as the chief minister, to resign.
All the police officers Involved in ‘anti Naxalite
actlons’ from DIG, Jayaram Padikkal downwards
had to face people’s ‘wrath and courts’ strictures.
Justice Viswanath lyer Commission stated In
dts report that Vijayan was tortured to death
under custody. But on the plea that the evide-
nce is not vomplete sirce the body Is not traced
the Sessions Court gave only one year Imptiso-
Anment to the accused police offlcers. Later High
Court walved even that order, As Dayanandan
has come forward to give further evidence, the
Actlon Council moved the High Court also for
fvrther erquiry. A campaignand later a dharpa
in front of the secretariat was organised on 16th
February demanding reopening of the case |n
which hundreds of people participated Including
Vijeyan's relatives and comrades from all parts
of the district. It s In this situation the High
Court has now ordered a lime-bound enquiry.

Fake Enccunter Killing of
Ccm. Varghese

The retired police driver Dayanandan’s con-
fesslon itself came out In the weke of the can-
fesslon by arother retired police constable
Ramachardran Nair that under duress frem his
superiors ke had shot. Cem, Varghese In Thiru-
nelli forests of. Wynad district on 18th Fe bruary
1970. Ceom. Varghese was tzken Into custody
from his shelter that mornirg, brutaliy tortured
and later shot dead. An erncounter story was
propagated by the Congress<CPIl ministry which
none belleved, There were people’'s demand
from that time liself for punishirg those respo-
nsible for the murder of Com. Varghese.

Frem post- Emercercy vears wken the CPI
(ML Fed Fleg il er CEC, CHi (M L) ]kad started
vectifyirg is lire ard iritiated open mebilisation
of the masses, Ccm. Vaiglese day was cbserved
‘every year with flag Lolstirg In eatly morrirg at
the place In Thirurelli ferests where com. Verg~
hese was killed, ard later with rally and public
meetirg at Mananthavadl, the taluk town. Once
the conlession of Remachardran Nair came out
in the meala, party state con mittee took up the
Issue actively, A stalewide campalgn was orga~-
nised demardirg Inmediate enquiry. Memoran-
dums were given 'to chief mirister for ordering
judicial erquiry, When'the LLF chief minister
and CPl (M) s top leadership sterted saylrg that

Do such enquiry is necessary and: Varghese is.
not a Communist martyr, they were effectively
wefuted and massive public meetings and camp-
algns were organised at hundreds of places,
Inspite of efforts by sections of reaction ary me-
dla, ex-Naxalltes who have degenerated to
arch-reactlonary positions and some renegade
@aroups to distort the issue, party, state commi-
ttee could effectively carry forward the campa-
Jlgn mobllising bioad demacratic sectiohspand
selatives of Com. Varghese dem anding immedlate
erquiry and punishment to all accused, Aipet-
tlon was moved in the High Court demanding
erquiry Into this fake-encounter killieg. Under
pressure from mounting public oplnton, chief
mipister Nayenar and CPI (M) leader Achutha-
nandan had to reverse their_ positions. publicly.
And,the High Court ordered a time-bound CBI
enquiry asking CBI to file FIR within, two weeks.

During the six months of political compaigns
focussing on Comrades Varghese and Vijayan,
CPL(ML) Red Flag spearheaded revolutionary
propaganda bringing the question of struggle for
New Democracy and soclalism to the foreground
more forcefully. This year's 29th martyrdom
day.of Com. Varghese was observed all over the
state dedicating the whole party to carry forwa-
rd the tasks left unfulfilled by the martyrs, In
Wynad district dozens of public meetings and
demonstrations were. organised for three days
mobjlising broad sectlons of people. A martry's
memorial was symbolically erected at “Thirunells
forests on the spot where Com, Varghese beco-
me a martyr. Adivasis jolned In large numbers
to remember the ‘Peruman’, On 18th February
big rally and massive public meeting was organl-
sed at Mananthawadi. Public meetings were org-
anised at many other places also

Every year from 1978 party state committee
observes one week from March 2.8 as martyrs
week remembering comrades Rajan, Balakrishnan
and Vijayan who became martyrs on 2,5, 8 of
March 1976 during dark days of Emergency.
While comrades Rajan and Vijayan were tortu-
red to death in the ‘concentration camps’
orgainsed by police to suppress Naxalite
movement during Emergency, Balakrishnan
in a berole actlon got burned and later died while
taking vengeance againsta notorious police DSP,
In'this week the party comrades once again de
dicated themselves to struggle for democracy
‘and soclalism, to combat intensifying neacolonial
slavery and fascist threats from Sangh Parlvar,

{contd. P. 15)
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The ’Asian’’ Crisis

[ C C, Revolutionary Communist Party of Argentina (RCP A)]

(This contribution is an excerpt from the
document entitled, “Resolution on the Nati-
enal and International Political Situation, by
the Central Committee of the RCPA, dated

March 16-17, 1998.)

Our Party stated that the economic crisis
shaking the world since the middle of last year
was called "“Aslan' but In fact world-wide, It
was presented as a stock market crisis and later
a financlal one, but it is a result of the trade
war and ‘“overproduction”, and Is therefore
deep-going. Its consequences are long term,
It proceeds In waves and with a domino effect.
Facts have shown this truth as well as the lies
of the gurus of the monopolies which have
saturated the media with a campaign of system-
atic dilsinformation.

Why do we say It Is world-wide? Because
it has resulted In the spiriting away of billiens
of dollars in European, American and Asian cou-
ntries. The saying “‘nothing is lost, everything
has changed” does not apply here. The Wall
Street crash of October 1997 was “the biggest
drop in points registered by the index of major
slocks In the New York Stock Exchange’, and
this occurred because ‘the United States has
concentrated its investments in Southeast Asia."
(Le Monde Hebdo. November 1, 1997.) In three
days, US § 11 billion left Brazil, constituting 20%
of its reserves. The Brazilian economic situat-
ion led to the fall of FIAT stocks in Europe.
Argentina was one of the most severely hit
countries. The Buenos Aires stock exchange
fell 30.38% between October 22 and January 15
There were stocks, like those of Renault, which
lost more than 50% of 1ts value. AS La Nacion
asked: “If the crisis is Astan, why the tremors
in Brazil, Argentina and Mexico? And further:
Why the shudder that keeps on running through
the Swedish economy like a cold fever?” (Beijing
Review March 24, 1998), Just a few weeks ago,
the World Bank economists had to accept the
fact that the Aslan economic crisis “has already
had consequences all over the world and very
possibly would have much further disturbing eff-
ects in the near future” (La Nacion, November
23, 1997). The fact is that the world economy

is estimated to grow by only 2.6% in 1988, acco-
rding to the World Bank, while they have pro-
jected an Increase of 3.1% and the IMF has pro-
jected a growth of 4.25%.

The crisis has affected the world economy,
but we have to differentiate the oppressor, imp-
erialist countries from the oppressed, dependent
countries, because they will be affected in dist-
Inct ways.

Meanwhile, the whirlwind that created the
typhoon of crisls in the whole of'Aslacontinues.

The economic situation in Russia and East-
ern Europe is highly unstable, The Hungarian
hyperinflation and the Russian financlal insolv-
ency continue. The Moscow stock exchange
lost 40% of its value betweer September and
October 1997 and raised its short-term interest
rates in order to save the Russian rouble
During that year, the Russian stock exchange
fell by 35%, the prices of the Russian government
bonds tumbled, and the stockbrokers and fund
managers fear that Russia would be the next
crisis.

On May 11, IMF president Michael Camdes~
sus warned not only the United States but also.
Western Europe against “irrational exuberance'”
of the stock markets caused by ‘excess capitak
fleeing Asia”.

Latln America continues to be in a compro-
mising situation. This Is specially the case of
Brazil and Argentina. Initially, Brazil had to
ralse Its interest rates by 43%, and has now incr-
eased them by more than 20%, for which its
external debt has damnably increased, surpassing
US dollar 225 billlon. Chile has been severely
affected by the fall tn mineral prices, particul-
arly copper which constitutes 40% of its exports.
Its Administrators of Retirement and Pension
Funds (AFJP—Administradoras de Fondos de
Jubilaclon y Penslon)lost a great sum and It had.
to devalue its currency by 12.2%.

Why do we say that the crisis Is deep? Alt—
hough It appeared as a typical crisis' in such a
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dependent country as Thailand, “resofvable” by
means of devaluation, IMF Intervention and Ja-
panese help, why then did it rapidly spread to
Malaysia, Indonesta and the Phlilippines (the *‘li-
ttle tigers™), and later to Singapore, Taiwan and
Korea {the “tigers’) and throughout the world?
Following the acute world-wide commercial and
financial crisis which reflected the financial and
stock exchange crisis, a crisis of superproduct-
lon emerged In the whole Asla-Pacific area, in-
cluding China and Japan, and Is threatening to
explode what has been incubating in the first
world capitalist power, the United States. It
appeared as a series of linked-up national colla-
pses, but it was clear that the extraordinary flow
of surplus capital from the imperialist powers-
particulary Japan, the United States and Eur-
ope -provoked a tremendous speulative inflat -
lon and an extraordinary overexpansion of pro-
ductive capacity in relation to absorptive capa-
clty that capitalism Itself creates in the world.
These (dependent) countrles had been conver—
ted into a paradise of enterprise dislocation, In
to export platforms controlled by the so-called
multinationals which took advantage of the ex-
traaordinarily cheap cost of labour powetr. The
saturation of the markets caused falling exports
and the collapse, Japanese enterprises and thelr
subcontractors employed almosta million of
wage earners there, The over production Is no -
ted above ali in the electronics sector, since a
fourth of Hoagkong, Taiwan and Thailand’s ex-
ports and half of Singapore's are based on ele-
ctronics. The price of semiconductors fell 80%
1n 1996. The other factor was the wiorkers’ stru-
ggles that caused the dislocation of enterprises
in Korea, Thailand and other countries. This
showed a world phenomenon of “'superproduct-
ion”, and many trace the heginning of the crisis
to China’s 1994 devaluation which made that
country’s economy ‘“hypercompetitive” and led
it to swamp the world with its cheap products,
as well as to Japan’s difficulties in extricating
itselt from the crisls which has dragged on since
1990. Since 1996, the Japanese yen has been
devalued by some 60% and this helped to pull
down the exports of Thailand whose currency
was tled down to the U. S dollar.

The consequences of the current crisis are
long term. The Japanese say: “Europe is a reg-
ion, Asla Is the world"”, Southeast Asia was the
locomotive of the capitalist upsurge of the last
period. Now it is pulling the world economy bac-
kwards.

Now it has also been proven that the crisis

which started in Asta is advancing in waves and
has a domino effect, since the fall of one coun~
try pulls down others automatically. We Arge -
ntinians learned from the statements of Soros,
in October last year, that the Argentinian eco-
nomy was saved fron disaster because Hong-
kong did not devalue its currency.

The crisis has pushed an Impressive pro-
cess of mergers and mega-mergers of enterpri-
ses and banks which are trying to keep ahead of
the next tremors of the crisis. It is also genera-
ting a process of deflation, of a fall In prices
which has affected the price of gold, aluminum,
copper and other minerals, oll and cereals, am-
ong others.

The crisis liquidated the '‘models’” which
imperfallsm Imposed on such dependent coun-
tries as Argentina and which earned the enthu-
slastic support of Menem ior a while. The Sou-
theast Asian countries were ‘‘models” on flscal
matters and had a totally flexible and deregu-
{ated labour market. The IMF and the economi-
sts of Imperialism (some of them Argentinians)
made a real blunder. Two months before ihe
crisls, the IMF congratulated South Korea for
its “financlial soundness’. The IMF kept up the
illusion of an upsurge that would last until the
next decade When 1he crisis occurred, IMF pre-
sldent Camdessus, about to board a plane in
Barcelona that would take him to South Korea,
sald without a blt of self-criticism: “Tne econo -
mic models are not eternal; they are used and
thrown off like ideas and boots’.

The capltalists speak little about the most
dreaded thing: the social consequences of the
crisls. The workers’ movement In the  Southeast
Asian countries, untll now disorganized and pa
ralyzed, are being remarkably reactivated, The
same is true with the student movement South
Korea and Indonesia are the most advanced In
this respect. But there have also been great
struggles In the Phillppines, Thailand and Mala-
ysla. In this regard, the international bourgeo-
isie dreads what may come to pass in China,
where blg strikes and demonstrations have occu-
urred

The Future of the Crisis

The future of the crisis now depends prin-
cipally on China, Japan and the United States.
Chira resisted the sudden attack and did
not devalue its currency. Like other cauntrles
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which devalued and liquidated their commodity
stocks at knocked-down prices-from watches
and shirts to seamless steel ' pipes and cars-
China’s exports slowed down. In face of this, in-
stead of devalulng, it decided - as Menem did
before the “tequila” (the ‘“Mexican crisis” of
late 1994 - Translator)- to Intensify its free-ma-
rket and privatisation course. It Is going to pri-
vatize 100 miilion state enterprises. This will
affect some tens of millions of workers who will
stay out on the streets, in a country cited by
some statistics as having more than 100 million
unemployed. In Shanghai alone, the number of
jobless workers who are not vet formally dismi-
ssed Is estimated at 800,000, The Chinese hig-
her-ups say that there will be a loss in terms
of exports, but since they have big reserves (at
140 billion dollars, second to Japan), they are
going to take advantage of the devaluations of
its netghbours to buy their enterprises. The sit-
uation Is difficult for Hongkong. This city is an
intermediary of the corporations in exploiting
millions of Chinese workers through the system
of maquila (reassembly - Tr) and miserable
wages which In some cases hardiy reach one or
two U. S, dollars a day. Hongkong imports raw
materials, parts and seml-processed goods to
be transformed in the *speclal zones” in the
People's Republic of China, In enterprises enga-
ging five million workers. The products of these
enterprises are then re-exported through Hong-
kong Of the U S dollar 170 billion worth of
exports from Hongkong, U S dollar 115 million
are re-exports. If the parlty of its currency,
which is tied to the U. S. dollar, Is malntained
as has been promised, It will lose its competiti-
veness, and its external trade based on magquila
work will deteriorate. If it devaluates, a natlo-
nal and perhaps International catastrophe will
result

Until recently, it was sald that China emer-
ged as the big winner from the crisis. Now there
are doubts. “Far from having escaped the Asian
crisis, China has already been attacked by a vir-
ulent strain _..Far from prospering in the midst
of convulslons, China has already caught the
Asian fever.” (Forum of the Institute for Eco-
nomic Development of the World Bank, Spring
1998, article ot C. Fred Bergson)

As for the Japanese economy, it is what
the 1nternational bourgeoisie dreades the most,
They agree that “the problem is Japan"”. Japan
today represents 18.5% of the world economy
and it is the principal holder of US debts. This

country's banks have Irrecoverable credlts In
the amount of US g 600 bililon. Besides, U3 §
400 billlon In US treasucy bonds are concentra-
ted in Japan, and if it decides to dispase of
them to resolve its own problems, it would cre-
ate a big problem for the United States, The
Japanese stock exchange indices, reaching
48,000 polnts eight years ago, are now about
15,200 points. Japan is on the way to a great
deflation of vprices which wlll have world-wide
effects.

The United States is at the zenlth of an
economlic upsurge that has generated an unem-
ployment rate of 4.6%, the lowest slace 1973,
Of course, this has been achieved by means of a
great proliferation of “garbage” contracts. The
United States Is the principal Imperlalist power,
a blg exporter of capital by which It sucks ol f
billions of dollars of surplus value world-wide.
But the U S trade deficit continues td increase.
It was 190 billion in 1997. It will be 23J billion
in 1998 and will reach 300 billloa by the end of
the century, In turn the Unlted States, in order
to cover its trade deficits, has to run into fareign
debt and the monopolies of other imperialist co-
untries would make direct investments Inside the
United States. [hus, it has ended up by belng a
strong net importer of capital while Gzarmany
and Japan have become net exporters of capltal.
Federal Reserve chairman Alan Greenspan has
declared that “storm clouds are gathecing over
the western Paclfic and seem to be heailing to-
wards us." The Humphrey-Hawkin Commission
foresees the blows of the crisis hitting the
United States by our summer of 1999,

Perspectives

Although some monopolies of the United
States and other Imperialist countries are taking
advantage of the crisis to make big deals, there
is no escaping the fact that the imperialist sys=
tem is belng threatened by an economic crisis
with ecatastrophic effects. It is possible to man=
age postponing a big crash, but for how long?
We are now witnessing what we stated in our
Eighth Congress and in the Central Com nittee
meeting of November last year, when we spoke
about the inerdinate growth of the speculative
feature of finance capital, and about a huge
mass, an enormous bubble of speculative capital
going around the world, Imperiallsm has seen
and dreaded the possibility of an international
financial catastrophe with thousands of millions
of dollars spirited away overnight, which may
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lead varlous countrles to a cessation of debt
payments (as I$ happening .now in South Korea
and Indonesla) and to an Imposition of a general
moratorium on debts. A monumental catastrophe
for imperiallsm,

As the Central Committee of November last
year pointed out: “ The fall of the capitalist
stock excharges which we are now witnessing
manifests the tough strugale of capitalism fto
prevent the fall of profit rates and its inability
to turn the prolits it has obtained in production
into investments that would expand and develop
it and would also be profitable, In search of a
way out for this floating capital surplus and in
order to avoid massive and sharp devaluatlon,
as happened In 1929, capitalism directs these
profits towards speculatlon. The policy of pri-
vatization, foreign indebtedness, ‘dealirg in futu-
res’, literalization of international 1transfer of
caritel, menstreus overvaluation ol securltles
ard 1eal estate property in certaln countries are,
amcrg cthers, the cortequences of the valn
attenmpt cf capitalism, fieeh g akead, to avert a
crisls ¢l ‘excess capitel’ which provckes a mas-

slve devaluaticn of capital”

The eccrcmists of the beurgeoisie generally
analyzed tle crisis as a respite In the midst of
a precess of grewth which definitely strerg-
thersit. Co, first they spcke of a “rurge” and
later cf a crisls They spcke of a “recession
for tell-recdjustmert” 2rd of a “new scenario.”
This was alto the case with ihe analysis of the
“Cemnurist Parly"” srd s econcmist Gambina,
who nerely saw in the ciisis, initially as the
rewspaper Clerin Jid, a speculative maneuver
cf U. S, firerce cephtel. Tlen they spcke cof a
crisis,  They urderestimated that the crlsls,
accerdirg te Meix, means “the violent levelling
cf all the cormedictiers of the bourgeoisie”
(Kerl Mawx, *Ciitical Histery of the Surplus
Value") certradictions whese ¢xlracidinary sha.-
rpernirg, ir the currert stege of capitalism, they
have urderestimezted. Tlese fornulations found
ard are firdirg ech.cesin the Farty, Others, asin
the case of tte Trottkyite leacer Altamira, have
predicted sirce Octcter {1597) the imrminence
*cf a final cutcone'. They conceive of the crisis
as an explcsive blcw, without the prolonged
elfecdts which we have expcunded. In the
lorg term, ttey also urderestimate ihe current
contradictions of imperlalisr and view the crisis
as havirg greve prospects but certalnly baving
8 purilyirg elfect on capitaiism. This opinion

aiso had echoes in the workers’ movement, as
the formulations of the leaders of the Argenti-
nian Workers' Movement (MTA—Movimiento de
los Trabajadores Argentinos), and In the Party,

Capitalism will not fall by itself, It wili not
collapse by its contradictions without the vict.
orlous struggle of the bourgeoisie's historical
rival, the proletariat. It will undergo crises,
temparary recoverles, and will Staggeringly forge
ahead if not stopped by the revolutionary laber
of the proletariat,

It is certain that before the ctisis, the capi-
talists make headway and hit the working mas-
ses to make them pay for its consequences. At
the same time, crises, like wars, shew in their
statk nakedness the cutrageous herror to which
the capitalist system condemns all laborers in
the city and countryside., Therefare, if the
Party is capable of creating the subjective con-
ditions [or the revolution, then the crises will
cieate the [avorable chjective conditions for
these. The problem that the crisis always sets
forth is, who will pay for it: the dependent
countries or Imperialism, the workers or the
capltalists; in a dependent country as Argentina
the oppressed classes or the domirant classes?

Of great Importance in this situation is the dig«
gemination of and the struggle for the measures
which cur Eighth Corgress proposed for a popular
government of unity against Mene mism, specially
the struggle for the non payment of foreign de-
bts and the defense of the National Bank It is
veryimporiant to spreed our progosal on how o
abandon convertibility and to recover our cur-
rency and demand a declaration ol occupational
eémeigenicy (cessation of all suspensions and
dismissals, 35 hour workweek without loss of
pay, subsidies to all unemployed, land to those
who want ta till It, etc.)and economic emergency
(suspension of all evictions and terminations co-
ndonation of all usuriovs and tax-related debts of
small and middle agriculture producers, promot-
ional credits for these seclors, increase In tariff
duties on all I ports, suspension of all payme-
nts on fereign debts, etc). This must be acco-
mpanied by extraordinary measures of support
to all residents and to the economies of provi-
nces swamped by the flood and of those affected
by the drcught,

(Reproduced from /nternational Newsletter:
published by the JCG MLPO, issue no. 16),
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For the Marxist-Leninist movement in Kerala the
observation of these martyrs’ days and the de-
mocratic movement against the oppressive state
machinery have special significance. This 1s a
continuation of the revolutionary tradition from
the days of the undivided Communist movement.

Democratic movement in defence of
Communist fighters

The revolutlonary peasant movement star-
ted spreading throughout Malabar (North Kerala)
region from late 1930s. This anti-feudal and
anti-imperlalist movement was attacked by the
British regime’ and landlord ¢lass. The resist-
ance movements also grew, Morazha, Kayyur,
Karivellur and other struggles became household
names In Kerala. A powerful democratic move-
ment was organised under the initiative of Co-
mmunist Party for exemption of death sentence
to Kayyur comrades and to K. P. R.Gopalan, and
for release of political prisoners. While com. KPR
could be saved from the gallows, the execution
of Kayyur comrades led to powerful state wide
movements which reverberated in other parts of
India also. The Punnapra - Vayalar struggle of
1946 marks the most glorious chapter in Kerala's
history which made socialist ideals a household
thing all over the state. Against the most cri-
minal suppression of the movement, with hundr.-
eds of Communist fighters becoming martyrs,
once agaln a powerful democratic movemet In-
volving progressive forces from all walks of life
was launched by the Party. This movement be-
came an Integral part of Party history. As a
vesult a numrber of comrades were released In
1954. With the coming to power of the Party
ministry in Kerela in 1957 all political prisoners
were released.

After a long gap, it was after the Naxalbari
Uprlsing and formation of CPI (ML), that fight-
ing against the revisionist chieftains of CPl and
CPI (M), once agalin the revolutionary movement
came forward. During thls struggle comrades
Varghese and Kissan Thomman became martyrs,
more than hundred comrades were Implicated in
various cases, and hundreds were tortured. In'sp-
ite of the conspiracy between reactlonaries and
revisionists and heinous propaganda by the me-
dla demacratic sections raised their protests
once again upholding Kerala’s democratic tradi-
tion. But, as the CPI (ML) movement was under
the clutches of a sectarlan' line no democratic

movement eould be launched. During the Emerg:-
ency, not only the CP! (ML) but democratic sec--
tions as a whole was suppressed with all the th-
rede ;ennal jalls and dozens of sub-jalls over-lo--
aded.

After the Emergency the CPl (ML) state com-
mittee, which took initiative in forming CRC,.
CPI (ML) in 1979, started rectification of its.
sectarian line, though superficially. As a part of
this rectification process, it started taking Initi-
ative in supporting the democratic movements.
coming up in the post-Emergency period. De-
mands for enquiry into the torture kilings of
Communist Revolutionarles and ‘concentration
camps’, alongwith the demand for release of all:
political orisoners were ralsed, But as the
party had not come out of the sectarlan Influ-
ence fully this movement could not be made
broad- based and led forward at state-level.

It was after the Party state committee lau-
nching an all round political reorganisation' str-
uggling against all manifestations of sectaria-
nism during 1983-84 that the slgnificance of
launchirg a democratic movement for the re-
lease of all political prisoners was fully realf-
sed. At that tire some of the Naxalite prisorers.
were languishing in the jalls for 14 years. With
the slogan = ‘Release all political prisoners’ a:
broad based Political Prisoners Release Commb
ttee was formed with com. Sankaranarayanan:
Thampl, a veteran Communist and the speaker oi
Kerala assembly during the first Communist mi-
nistry, and com K, V. K. Warrier, another vet--
eran Communist In the leadership. A state-level
mass movement was launched. For the first time
this democratic movement became a platform for
the CPl (ML) cadres to address the masses In a
big way and to explain the politics for which the
Naxalites were suppressed and kept in jall. Com-
rades Thampl, Warrler and later com. K. P R.
Gopalan, and many other veteran Communists
who had left CPI and CPI(M), democrats, writers
and artists helped to make It a mass movement.
Legal steps also were taken, As a result of this
powerful democratic movement all the political
prisoners were released by 1985-86.

In continuation to these democratic mo-
vements, in 1989 when the fascist threats posed
by Sangh Parivar had started becoming ‘visible,
party-organised a massive All' India Anti-Fascist
Convention at' Thrissur In which veteran Com-
munists and democrats from all over Indla par-
ticipated- Later when the state government pro-

i
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‘serlbed a drama  urder pressure from Christian
‘fundamentalisss, a. much more broad based con-
vention in defence of artistic.expression and de-

'mocratic rights wae organised mobllising many
‘thousands.

In all these democratic movements, continuing
and at the sametime developing the glorious tra-
dition of the wundivided Communist movement,
the party state commitiee has launched strugg-
les for. the defenge of existing democratic rights
and for expanding them asa part of the slruggle
torPeople's Democracy and socialism; In these
struggles party has succeeded in bringing toge-
ther broadest sectlons of progressive democra-
tic secular forces Veteran Co nmunists, demo -
crats, educationists, writers .and artists are bro-
ught together, One dmportant reason why the
campalga launched for immediate  enquiry into
the fake-encounter killing of com. Varghese in
1970 and for re-opening the case of killing of
com Varkala Vijayan Inside the ‘concentration
camp' at Thiruvananthapuram during :Emergency
could evoke such publicresponse. and could{bring
together all the relatives of martyrs and demoi-
ratic forces uith.the party comrades is due to
the continuation of tae Communist tradition by
the party. This has become possible because of
the consistent 'struggle the party was waging
against all manifestations ol sectarianism as a
part of the uacompromising struggle against the
nawerful preseace of old and modern revision-
tsm In the state, the revisionism transfermed  to
spcial democracy and in power

One Important aspect' of this democratic
movement launched in Kerala is that ithe party
is .not sgeing this struggle in isolation It ds linked
with the struggle for democracy all . over the
country. Party sees that these violations of de-
mocratic rights and brutal suppression of revo.
lutionary movement has taken place and is still
taking piace on a wider scale in  other states
Comrades Charu Majumdar :nd Sisroj Dutta in
Bangal, PanchadriKrishnamurthi and Vempatappu
Satyanarayana in AP and thousands of others in
these states and elsewhere  were tortured and
murdered under police custody This intensifying
state terror is paving the way for wuprecedented
criminalisation of the soclety at all levels.

So, as part of the jprotracted struggle for
the New Demaocratic Revolution, the party
should consistently wage struggle for the de-
fence of existing democratic rights and for ex-
panding them wniting broadest sections wof de.
«mecratic forces. In this respect, as weshoald do

in other fields also, we should carry'forward the
positive lessons .of the undivided ,Communist
movement. By doing so the party state commi-
ttee has achieved good experience in democta-
tic movements Jn Kerala. All other state com-
mlttees can take lessons from the positive as-
pects of this movement and.apply them accor-
ding to concrete conditions Iin each state for
developing powerful broad-based democratic
movements.

- Observer -

Pinochet and Pope

It was on 25 November 1998 that the high-
est .court in.England, the House of Lords, rujed
that Pinachet, former military’ dictator of Chile
do not enjoy immunity from presecution for
crimes agalast humanity committed in.Ghile .in
1970s and 1980s: The people in Chile .and in
support of ‘them the democratic forces everw-
where were ;exposing and condemaing the US
backed .regime .of Pipochet: for systeraatically
committing rape, torture, - murder, massacres,
disappearances  etc,

From 25 November itself the imgperiadist
camp and all supporters of dictator Pinochet
have unleasbed:a well orchestrated propaganda
campdign . against ;this ceurt order aad calling
tor preventling his transfer ta Spain for trial an
multiple crimes he and his chronies committed.
Now the imperlalist powers, mainly the U S is
afraid that such criminal suits against S mikt-
ary, secret service .and government agents may
come up for the helnous crimes they are commi-
tting around, the world gressly, vislating all hum-
an rights. Uallke the Pinachets do everywhere,
the fact that he is only legally detalned, that
the charges against him are not frivolous or
trumped up, that he is.not being  tortured, that
he is given all luxurious facilities. plus full access
to best lawyers and.proper.defence, that he is
aot languishing ‘lncommuaicadp’ in a filthy clan-
destine prison, that he s not subjected toa
‘disappearence’ act with his body found fioa-
ting .down .river Santiage, unitke done by his
criminal regime to. many lakhs of innacent people
and demecratic forces does not make any diff
erence to imperialist vultures and their ageats
everywhere.

When progressive forces around the world
are demanding tnial and pyusishment of ‘Pinochet,
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Budget: Last Nail in the Coffin of Swadeshi

The whole set of economic policies Initiated

by the B.J P government as a contlouation of
that pursued by Its predecessor governments as
per IMF-WB-WTO diktats has added a new
dimension to the unprecedented recesston and
inflatlon devastating the country and its peo-
ple. The first budget of Sinha, that is the bud-
get for 1998-99, which envisaged a process of

“hick-starting” of the economy, truly adhering
to the misslon of “deepesing, broadening and

accelerating” globalisation has already dope im-

mense damage to the country. The ‘Economic

Survey' submitted to parllament as a prelude to

the budget for 1999-2000 vividly explains this,

For Instance, according to it,theindustrial gector
has sharply decelerated to the'decade's lowest
level of'g.S%_.as. of now: exports have gone down
to.a whopping minus 5.87%: the fiscal pasition

of the government has become very critical and
that only public adninistration and defence have
shown signs of expansion In the economy. Tho-
ugh agriculture is reported to be In a favourable
position, much of this has been due to the gro-
wth in commercial or ‘export orlented craps.
‘On the other hand, the Survey was irying fo
cover up the negative growth exhibited in
the case of poor people’s staple le; rige and
wheat. This clearly polnts towards an impending
threat to the country's food security itsell,
Amnong other things, the Sutvey has alsp shed
light on the symotoms of an Inminant balance
of payment crisis too, However, If these ‘con-
fesslons' by thegavarnment le ad us to expect
sone concrete steps In the badget in the dire-

the reactlonaries are waging systematic campal-
gns for isavieg him. Now Pope from Rome
also 1has joined this symphogy totally  ex-
posing where he stands, for the downtrodden or
dor the privilaged. It is not. different from the
stands of ‘earller Popes blessing Mussolini and
supporting the fascist forces.

Progressive forces should relentiessly cam-
peign toexpose and defeat the imperlalist games
played to suppress  the democratic forees who
demand the trial of Plnochet, »ad the heinous
support to this fascist dictater extended flom

.all corners by reactionaries. ®

P. ]J. James

ction of alleviating industrial and agricultural
recession and external payments praoblems, then
we are definitely mjstaken For using a camou-
flage of high-soundin rhetorics on social and
human development Sinha. is extending a human
face o0 his comprador mission of what he calls
“deepening and widening globalisation and acc-
elerating liberalisation''. '

Rhetorics on Socigl Welfare
Programmes

Drawing intellectual resources from Amar=-
tya Sen and various imperlalist thiok tanks, a
major part of Slaha's budget speech was devo-
ted to Imparting 'a“human face’ to globalisation
and ‘liberalisation 'of the lndian economy. Of
course, It is very’ revealing that at present the
World Bank itself Is the stauachest ptotagonist
of decentralisation, peaple’s oarticipation, ete.
As aresult, even when making severe cuts n
allocations in real terms for social service sact-
ots such as education, health, rural cdevelopment,
poverty alleviation, etc thareby progressively
withdra #ing the state from then as per Fond 'B--
ank conditionalities, Staha daes this underthe
garb of decentralisationand Panchayati Raj. [hus
strictly adhering to the World Bank prognosis on
the subject, under the cover of chetorics, all the
soclal service sectors are ‘handed over to Pan -
chayacs, self-help groups and N30s Forins-
tance, Sinha envisages tha creition 0f'52,000
such self-help groups in the immediate future.
In the sphere of primary education the budget
reiterates its resolve to further intensify the
World Bank sponsored DPEP throughout the
country Slgnalling the government policy of
re-structuring the entire iprimary wducation ex -
cept.that of elife sthools .on nen -tarmal lines,
the government intends to create 1.8 lakh scho~
ols In the NGO sector. Such schools where the
state will have little financial responsibility will
be modelled after the Education Guarantee Cen~
tres in Madhya Pradesh which have already attr-
acted the atteation of international funding
agenules. A host of hlah souading programmes.
such @s the Human Developmer:t Jnitiative, Deen
Dayal Programme, varlous rural schemes (repla-
clag the already exlsting projects such as  Nehru.
‘Rozgar Yojana, Indira Awas Yelana,  elc,) are
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also there to hoodwink the pPeople. In the me- ,

anwhile, to appease the rural rich, programmes
fuch as enhancing the number of Kisan Credit
Cards from 6 lakhs to 20 lakhs are also there.

Pwindling Productive Expenditures

If Sinha's assumption regarding a 13% no-
minal GDP growth in 1999-2000 is taken at its
face value, the total plan experditure of Rs.
77,000 crores In the budger shcws only a noml-
nal grouth of 6.9% compered to the 1998- 99
budget estimate, clearly indicating a real redu-
ction In government investment in vital econo-
mic sectors. Economic infrastructures relating
to agriculture, industry, energy, etc. have lower
allocations than what was the case with the pre-
vious budget. In the specific case of steel and
mines, petroleum and natural gas, fertilisers and
chemicals, etc.. as exemplifled in the budget,
cutlays are lower even In nominal terms, This
real reduction In government's capital invest-
ment In productive sectors at a time when the
countiy it cerhierting a  recession will have
diseslrcus corscquerces lor the country as a
whole.

On fhe other hand, the upward trend in re-
spect cf defence expendifure and interest pay-
ment which are drags on the productive sectors
persists withcut ary let up, Pegaed at Rs. 45,694
creres, defence outlay shows an Increase of 11%.
A majer part of it will be swallowed up by globai
arms preducers and dealers in  assoclation with
traitorous elements within the country, Simi-
larly, interest payment in this budget is an all-
time high of mwore than Rs. 80,000 crores based
on wodest estimates. No doubt these non-pro.
cuctlve ard reacllonary outlays are a maniles—
tation of the reacolonial character of the Indian
ecorcmy, Its ¢xtreme decay and degeneiation,

Dismantling Public Sector and
Mcrcrolisaticn of Private Sector

Ore cf the most anti-national and antj-
Fécple mecves is the budgeted Rs 10,000 crores
to be collected through the sale or so-called
disirvesinent of gevernment equity in success
ful public sector uniis (PSUs). In fact, com pared
1o the budget estimate of Rs.5,000 crores, the
geverrnent hed collected almost Rs. 9,000 cro-
tes in 199-699 {hrough this route. It Implies
either distress sellirg (le; at throw- away prices
or'at terms dictated by speculators) of PSUs'

—

“will have far reaching

“untold miseries to the broad masses.

equities or compelling them into cross- holding
of their stocks. As outlined by Sinha in his bu-
dget speech, the Disinvestment Commission
(the comprador- bureaucratic body set up to de-
molish public sector) has already submitted 8
reports regarding the disinvestmentof 43 PSUs.
He'also pointed out that more PSUs will be re-
ferred to the commission, In a situatlon where
the aloballsation - liberalisation- privatisation pro-
cess Is progressively taking away millions of
employment opportunities especially through so
called mergers and acquisitions, and where pub-
lic sector forms the only source of e ployment
in the organised sector, this demolition of PSUs
repercussions for the
people, No doubt, the new Voluntary Retirement
Schemes (VRS) and massive retrenchment pro-
gismmes laid down in the budget will result In

L
.

As'against this, the budget offers a host of
economic incentlves and tax concessions for
further monopolisation and concentration of
private monopolies. In consonance with the
major trend in the Imperialist world economy,
the fiscal package extands certain new Incent-
Wes for amalgamatiors and acquisitions. This
will enable MNCs and global speculative finan-
clers to swallow up Indian assets withoul bring-
ing any additional capltal or creatirg any pro-
ductive capacity or employment opportunities
To facilitate this, all anti- monopoly legislations
including the remnants of MRTP are being thr~
wr to the winds! Another wave of de.industria-
lisation and destruction of productive forces is
In the offing,

Red Carpet to MNCs and Global
Speculators

" The process of subjugating the productive
'sectors of the economy to the dictates of spe.

“culative finance Is further strengthened through

a serles of new Incentives cifered to MNCs and
NRis, in the currency and  capital markets. The
provision ol 75% equity for a range  of sectors
Including pharmaceuticals (the new Patents Bill
incorporating these aspects as demanded by
pharmaceutical MNCs and WTO Secretarlat is
alreads  there inthe parllament and 100%
automatic appoval to NRIs will transform
vital sectors of the country as mere captives.
of globel capital!" Of course, this Is to be
read along with the budget proposals 1o hand
over the financial services such as Insurance
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and barcking. services to global financiers In
accordance with the Malhotra and Narasimham
~ Commlttee reports. Further, ta appease MNCs
and in tune with WTO conditianalities, the peak,
pet customs duty rate has been trimmed from
459 o 40% along with the abolition of a spe-
cial custorus.duty: prevailing at; present. At the
same time.as- if-to- assuage. certain compradpr
business sections and to add a tinge of 'Swa-
deshi’ to the entire traitorous programme, o

surcharge on customs duty has also-been impo-

sed. '

The entire. package. of ingentives. offered
to the houstng. sector) including: the. raising;of
interest exemptian ta Rs. 75,000/~ coupled-with
the. abolitien of Urban:L;and:Celling and the re~
ported move.to throw, open. heusing, secter to,
MNCs and! NRis:are alliaimed  at) boasting, the.
real estate, hotel and tourism Yndustry’. Aleng
with this, the proposal to fully exempt all, incor
wes and dividends from mutual funds from
direct: taxes and the, caoncessions, extended 1o
UTlinvestment;ls leading the, country, towards
Thal ltke situation. As, a matter of fact, the,
past-budget reductlon. i interest: rates, and
cash reserve ratio: by ihe RBI. is.alsp, intended
to.boast the stackand: {inanciel markets. by
diverting bank. depositsinta. them. In the ulti-
mate anelysis, 2ll these: will trapsfer wealth and
assets inta the bands: of global ‘hot: mopey’
dealers and:speculators.

Deception and Statistical Juggleiy

The fiscal deficit of Rs. 91,025 crores (5:6% of
GDF) ss envisaged In the budget estimate of
1998-99 finally ended up as Rs 1,038,787 crores
6,5% of GUP) in the revised estimate. 1Inthe
context of the ever-worsening resource mobi-
sation by the government {for instance, the
fex to GDP ratio has declined from 10:9% in
1991.92 to 8.3% in 1999-2000), Sinha very well
knows that the fiscal deficit for 1999- 2000
would be staggering. Hence to: appease his
Fuod-Bank masters and to hoodwink the com-
mon.people he has resorted: ta twao kinds.of ma-
nipujations. The first:is to. leave. out Rs. 25,000
crores (w.hich-a,p,proxlmau.ly_equals 13 to 1.4%
of GDP) of small savings collection which goes to
the, states.fram the deficit figure.in the name:of
.a;new accounting. system adapted by the gove -
rnment. now onwards: . The second is to replace
.the old series on GDP with 1980- 81 as base, year
with: a, new series on GDP with 1993-94 as base.
It 1s common knowledge that the new series: be -

ing a highly inflated one, a given fiscal deflcit
will yield a lawer, fiscal deficit to GDP ratio
These statistical) jugglerles alone have enablec
Sinha to arriye ata deceptive and doctored
figure of fiscal deficit amounting to 4% of GDF
or Rs. 79,955 crores for the year 1999-2000. In
other,words, if the,above statistical jugalerles.
had not been used, in.normal: texms the flscal
deficit for 1999-2000 would be 58% of GDP or
almost Rs. 1,05,000 crores.

Feehle and Inflationary Regource.
Mohilisation,

As nated by us. earlier, the gavesnment's
resource mobilisation:has been secularly deteri-
arating since, the. onset of globalisation. in 1991
as.manifested in the ever- declining tax to.GDP
ratio. The major reason for this. has been the
reluctance on the part of Indian state and Its
imperlalist masters to. widen the tax base and
tex the rich. In spite of a 10% surcharge on
corporate and Income taxes (out of a population
of almrost 100 crores, only 1.4 crores pay incorre
tax in Indial) the tax to G D P ratio ls going to
decline, further from 8.83% in 1998-99 ta 8.3%
in. 1999-2000. Sipce. the: surgharge. on laxes
wholly, bejongs: to the, Unien. government, the:
additlenal revenue af Rs, 3,100 crores: collected:
through direct taxes need not be. shared with:
states, In spite of the rhetoric. an, decentralls
atien. On the othey hard the bulk ot additional
revenue amounting tep Rs. 6,234 crores collected:
through. so called '‘rationalisation’ af customs:
and excise, duties willbe transieyred to the sho-
ulders.of braed masses.of people through incr-
eased prices and costs, In his budget: speech
Sinha has projected a, 19% rise inindirect tax
revenue during;1999-2000. This.is based on an
expected 13% noninal or 6-7% real grouth of
GOP. in the coming year, However in thelight
of the recessicnaiy irends Inagriculture and
industry, it,may be stated thal these prejections
are.difficult to materialise, Then the much tru-
ropeted, talk on fiscal conselidatiap.and fiscal
stabilisation will became meaningless;

Obviocusly, under glebalisatlon.and monita-
rism, budgetary policy forms only a miner part,
of goverpment's: overall economic. pellcy, This Is
manilested in the government's, respurce; moblli-
sation elfort iteeli, Extra budgetary, means of
raising revenues, le, thraugh both pre-budgetary
and post:budgetary hikesn theadministered
prices of essentlal commodities and &ervices
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‘News from States

Parliament March Against Anti-People Budget

Against central budget for 1999-2000 pre-
sented by BJP governmeal serving the (nterests
of MNC’s and native rich, CP| (ML) Red, Flag De-
Ihi state commitree, and TUCI, New Democratic
Youth-Organisation (NDYO) and Secular Socia-
list Front activists: organised a parllament march
on 1st March.» The marchers condemned the BJP
government for nakedly surrendering the country
to imperialist:dictates thereby intensiying the
neocolonlsation, |

: Tke march wis addressed by comrades
Freddy for CPI (ML) Red Flag. John Mathews

'have become a‘reqular feature nowadays. Of
‘course, the ruling classes have identified this as
the.most convenient method of shifting the en-
tire burden of resource ‘mobilisation to the sho-
ulders of toiling- people. Under monetarlsm,  as
the planning process itseif is beco ning  more
and more redundant, 'the budget Is being redu’-
ced to nothing’ more than an ‘annual financial
statement’ of the ' government: In 'other words
the erstwhile link’ with budgeting and planning
is becoming irrelevant day by day. Finance mini-:
ster’s reference to a transition to zero-base
budgeting (budget that does not entertain any
past commitment and therefore starts from a
Zero basejin the next year amply illustrates this,

Still, tbe budget throws light on the major
trends and ‘the directlon in ‘which the economy
is moving. Instead of dotng anything worthwhile
to alleviate the Intensifying recession in the pro-
ductlve sectors, the proposals in the budget, if
materfallsed, wlll deepen the stagnation In agri-
culture and industry leading to hitherto unk-
nown levels of unemployment, poverty and star-
vation of the broad masses of people Meanwh -
ile the neocolonlal plunder over the country is
mecving to  unprecedented  heights, Only the
MNCs and the local rich who are allied with

them are the gainers. The sooner a political so--

lution is found out to reverse this'deplorable
-sltuatlon, the better. ®

(Convenor, TUCI Delhij Committee), Rajeev

(NDYO) and Alam Sher (Secular Socialist Front).,
Explaining the contents of this budget all of

them exposed its anti-national, anti-people

character. On the one hand it opens the county

further for neocolonial plunder under the dictrat-

es of IMF-WB-WTO and pampers the comprador

ruling classes. Onthe other ‘hand it pauperises;
the masses further through liberalisation pohi-:
cies, and by taknlg away even the existing wel-
fare facilities In'the name of cutting: down sub-.
sldles. The public sector is further demolished

surrendering all fields to MNCs. This budget will:
only devalue the Rupee further, intensify rece-:
sslon in industrial and agricultural fields, cause:

more inflation, and fntensify price-rise aad un-

employment, In continuation to the freight-hikes.
in rallway-budget these budget proposals will

only’ ruin the vast majority of people. The Ma-

rch called upon all progressive democratic for«

ces to rally alongwith workers, agricultural wor-

kers and peasantry to fight back these reaction-.
arv policies and to oist the anti-peoole BJP go-

verament.:It gave the stirring. call for advancing

along the path of an anti-lmperialist democratic

programme,

Discussions, Seminars and demanstrations
focussing on the anti-people nature of the bud-
get were organised in different states by  party
committees as well as by class and mass orga-
nisations. Large number of people particlipated.
tn all these programmes,

West Bengal Bandh

A successful bandh was observed (n West
Bengal on 26 February demanding reopening of
the enquiry into the large  scale killings' of
CPI (MLy leaders and activists Including comra -
des Chrau Majumdar and 'Saroj Dutta in early
1970s, Under different pretexts the LE ministry
led by CPI (M) ruling the state for last 22 vears
was avoiding such an enquiry, The two judictal
enquires ordered In 1977 after LF ministry first
tame to power were aborted to deny justice. The
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bandh called by CPI (ML) 'Liberation was ac-
tively supported by CPl (ML) Red Flag and ot-
ther revolutionary and democratic organisations,

Chennai Slum Dwellers
Organisation Formed.

At a convention of large number of slum-,

dwellers already organised undér 25 local slum
organisations held on 28 February a Chennai
city level Slum-Dwellers Organisation (Chennai
Nagara Kudusai Val Makkal Nala::Sangam) was
formed to struggle for the immediate demands
of the slum-dwellers whose number ts nearly 10
lakhs. The Convention called for (1) transferring
the Slum ' Clearance. Board (SCB)* to Chennai

Municlpal Corporation, {2y transferring the:owne-:

rship rights of SCB  quarters to residents; (3)
providing.loans at subsidised rates'to-slum-dwe-
llers to construct ' thelr  houses; (4} providing
construction materlals at 'subsldised: rates, (5)
an end to. all evictions of 'slum-dwellers, and (6)
for providing basic, amenjties’ to all 'slum -dwe-
llers. i 4 Al A W

A Chennal level ‘committee'ls formed with
comrades K. V. Raman, corporation councillor
and freedom fighter ‘s its president, Neenda-
payanam Sundaram and A. Selvam as vice:pre-
sidents, V Natarajan as secretary, S. -Vedhan.-
vagam and R. Chinnathampi as joint secretaries
and R. Gunasekaran as treasurer. A campaign
and action programme to achieve the immediate
demands are also chalked out. j

Kerala: Martyrs memoria! week

CPI (ML) Red Flag state committee obser-
ved, continulng the practice in previous years

one week from 2 to 8 March.In memory of -the:

martyr comrades Varkala Vijayan, P. Rajan
and Angadipuram Balakrishnan who sacrificed
their llves in the struggle against the fascist rule
during emergency While comrades , Vijayan and
Rajan were tortured to death in the ‘police con-
centration camps, com. Balakrishnan sacrificed
his life while taking revenge against a notorlous
police officer during the 2-8 week of March 1976.
Campains were organised in memory of the Com-
rades and the significance of anti-emergency
fight and its relevence today when we are en-
gaged in a bitter struggle agalnst Intensitying
neocolonisation and ‘communal fascist threat.
Large number of people lncluding the relatlves

“munallsation of educatlon,

Il
ugh RIS

and friends of the ,r'n:élfty::;l,;;l‘;hb}-;(liclpated In the
public meetings conducted at various places Inc-
lucing Varkala, Thlrpvmgﬂhapuram district,

KVS State Gonference

J f e WY1 .

_The eleventh state conferance of the revoluli-
onary student organigation | in Kerala, KVS, was
held on 26-27 February@at Perambra, Kozhikode
district. Before the..state :conference. district
conferences were hald. in,all districts where alo-
ngwith district report the state reports were
also presented by state leadership. he Inaug-
utal meeting was held at Com; P. Rajan Nagar.
1t was Inauqurated by CPI (ML) Red Flag CRC.
member Com: Somasekhatan Com: Sinimol,
state president of KVS presided. It was follo-
wed by registration 'of delegatés and the first
sesslon where com: V, K Balra) presented the

--report

A seminar on “Reforms in education sector
and futuce of publiz education system'  was
held with special reference to the struggle led
by KVS, alongwith other democratic organisat-
fons against the DPEP system . Com: P, J, Baby
who presented the subject pointed out that
while changes in the curriculam and educacion
system are required, they should not be latro=
duced with the idea of ‘winding up the public
education itseif as isdone in the case ol DPEP
with World Bank . loans.  What is reqiired is
creating conditions for unlversal education with
a national and democratic 'syllabus, Dr. Ajoy=
kumar, V K. Balraj, K, Lohia and others spoke.

The delegate session adopted the state re-
port after a serlous discussion. Resolutions
demanding withdrawal of DPEP, against com.-
demanding end:
to moves to hike tultion fees at all levels again,
demanding withdrawal of Patents Amendment
and Ir.surance Regulatory Acts, an end to att-
acks on women etc. were adopted. A 15 mem-
ber new state comnittee wasiformed which re-
elected comrades Sinimol and V. K. Bailraj as
president and secretary respectively. Repre-
sentatives of party and class/mass organisations
extended greetings to the state conference,

The conference concluded with a well atte~
ended public meeting Inaugurated by com. K T.-
Kunhikannan, president of Yuvajanavedi state
committee. He called on the students to orga~-
nise militant struggle against the policles of
central and state governments to end publict
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eduration, and to commercialise and. cammun-.
alise the education, The conference; served.as.
another significant, step. forward in developing:
KVS activities to all parts of the state.

International Women’s Day

International. Women's Day. was observed
an 8 March In all districts organising campaligns
and_ public meetings focussing onac ileving wom-
en's rights in all fields. Ina situation when
atrocities agoinst women are increasing eVRIYy
where, these programmes organised by Democr.-
atlc. Women's Organisation (DWO) were. a bjg,
success.

Anti-Pollution. Struggle. by.
Yuvajanavedi

Demanding 2 permanent solution to the ac-
ute pollution problem created by Mavoor Gwalior
Rayens and! prosecution of Birla: management
Yuvajanavedi:has launched:an indefinite agita-
lon. As: a.resultiof ipollution of Challyar river and:
te. surroundings: which are: heavlly popujated:
have become hazardous to people, The: fish
wealthiof Chaliyar Is.destroyed and' water. has
become heawily poliuted: Large number of peo-
ple are alfected by diseases linked: with poligt~
lon. Though: every vear the: pollution Issue. s
ralsed by people; consecutive governments and:
Pollution.Contiol Beard have failed:to take amy
action. The TU: leaderships one-sidedly spge.

. only the interests: of 3000 workers employed:
in this: factory, notiofithe laklys: of! people affe-
cted by pollution,

ln this, situatian. mobilising the democrasic
forces Yuvajanavedihas demandedthatthe fac-
tory shouid be eperated ensuring pollution cont-
rel. The pollution:controliboard: should be. acti-
vised and Birla. management should be prosecu-
ted: A district-wide. campaign Is organised o
Kezhikode. district for last-one month. Public
meetings, demonstrations.and dharnas are erg~
anised. Now the agitation is.extended: to nearby
districts also mobilising more: forces,

Ramesan Day observed

The 19th. annlversary of the martyrdom of,
Com: Ramesan, activist of People’s Cultural For—
um who was In the forefront of struggle agalnst
gambling dens in- Kannur district and who was
murdered by the goonda gangs of these den-ow-

ners who, were.enraged by the, spccess. of the,
struggle, was observed:at-Kanour town-an 14th.
March. A reception commitiee . was.formed, ear-

ler to'orgainse It. The day was observed with

-Prabhathabherl, floral tributes at the martyi’s co-
Jumn, Ramesan Day memortaispeech on ‘Marxism

and Postmoderniam’ by Com: M. M, Somasekharan
and a,well- attended public meeting addressed
by comrades P. K, Venugopalan, K.N.Ajovkumar,
K. T. Kunhikkannan, ;

State-wide dharna.on
sex-racket cases-

The LDF hadifought last election assuring
that: action will. be taken againal: all'those who
arssinvalved In a. number of sex- racket cases
that: took: place recently in Kerala. But once in
pawer it -has refused:to take any action In these.
caaes wherelarge number ‘ofsenlor police.officers,

‘buresucrats, rich-men and political leaders-Inclo-

ding,Kunjaithutty, the former. minister- of Muslim
League arednvolved, With the slogans: Expose
andi  defeatithe L D'F government's manoe..
vres to write-oif the sex racket cases, Take
action agairst all the accused in these cases,
Democragic. Women's Organisation and: Yuvaja-
nanpdi orgapised-campaigns.and state wide dh-
arpes in,ell: district. centres on 24th February.
The,organisatiana have declared to continue.
agitaiion, tll] the accused are.baoked:

9.
Share of World Income

percent of total world income
Poepulation 1965 1970° 1980 1990

Poorest 20% 2:3 2.2 1.7 1.4
Second poorest 20% 2.9 2.8 22 18

Third poorest 20% 4.2 39 3.5 2.1

' Fourth. poorest 20% 21.2 213 183 1.3

Richest 20% 69.5 701 754 83.4

(America Journal of Soclology, Vol. 102,
No.4, Jan-'97)

Page: 22, RED,STAR April 1999

LIQLILIGLD



V
b=

Kurdish leader _a.rresfé’d.:'

" i Ll
{ 1yl

The arrest of ‘Abdullah’ 'Ocalan; < leader! ot
Kurdish Workers' Party (PKK)is a serious blow
to the liberation movement of Kurds spr, d aci-
ross {our countries, Turkey, lraq, Iran dnd Syrna
For 15 years he was the mast ‘wanted man, for

Turkish government as hel was ‘leading ‘thiellibd-"| 3

ration struggle which has claimed more than
30,000 killed in Turkey, * alone due to the brptdl
attacks by Turkish army, He was taken Ih'cus-
tody in Keniya where he had taken shelter In the
Greek embassy as the movement !1ad suffered
setbacks and he had to go on exile outside the
Kurdish area.

The nearly 30 to 35 milllon strong Kurds
divided | into the border regions of four: count-
ries are deprived of,basic - dempcratic rights and
are treated as second class citizens in these
.countries., Their decades, longd llberation move-
ment for the right of self-determinatlon and ‘the
right of constituting a single-Kurdish nation ‘is
brutally suppressed by allithese - governments.
The socialist Inclination  of Ocalan’ was: utilised
by Turkish authorities to suppress PKK as "part
of its holy war against Communlsm with thesu-
pport of NATO, powers, The US . imperlalists
who utilise Kurdish problem to condemn Saddam
Hussain and to tranform northern lIraq into a
free-flying area for them are playing a'heinous
game by supporting massacre of Kurds in - Tur-
%ey, Thus the imperialists and the comprador
governments In these countries are united in de-
nying the right of  self-determination: to Kur -
dish people.

The arrest of Ocalan he's evoked strong
protest from the Kurdist people. More than gne
.million Kurds working as -immigtants:in Western
European countries are violently protesting aga-
inst this arrest and suppression' of Kurdish peo-
vle. However hard the imperialists and these co-
mprador gavernments try, they cannot just wish
away'the Kurdish problem.

The progressive forces should protest aga-
inst the arrest of Ocalan. They should support
‘the right of self determination of the Kurdish
people.

US Imperialists: colluded in the capture of
Ocalan by Turkish commandos. Now he is denied
a just trial and subjected to torture In an island
prison. A special court-something llke a military
court- Is constituted for his trial. These heinous

crimes of Turkish government and the imperia-
lists supporting it should be severely conde-
-;mned

1On Calorie intakesin India

5 The National Sample Survey (N35) data
recently published show that thz calorie intake
per.person In India has:“fallen ssince 197Js In
‘rural'India average-calorie intake fail from 2266
Kcals in 1972-73 to 2221 in 1983 and to 2153
[1,0in 1993-94 In the urban . areasit went down
" from 2107 Kcals 1A 1972273 to . 2089 in 1983
and 2071 in 1993-94.  This is only half of the
calorie [ntake in Imperialist countries.. The con-
“finuous fall In calorle intakes Is an index of in-
rreasmg lmpoverisauon of the masses.

e
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Severely Condemn Barbaric
US Aggression against Yugoslavia

US imperialists and their NATO allies have:
launched barbaric aggression against Yugoslayia,
Following the criminal aggression against Iraq,
this wanton attack on another UN member coun-
try by a bunch of imperialist gangster countries

have made the UN practically redundant. At ]
the beginnirg of the new millennium these

barbaric 2cts have dragged down the world to 2
new Dark Age.

There Is not a single country In the world
today which is free of ethnic raclal, nationalist,
religious fundamentalist ltke questions. Every-
where especially in the former sociallst countries
these questions are Instigated and intensilled by
the Imperialists, not for their progressive resol-
ution as is repeatedly proved, but to divide
these peoples, to disintegrate these countrles.
and to impose \mperialist hegemony,

The ethnic Albanian question in Kosavo is.
no exception. It is being utilised to further
disintegrate Yugoslavia and to Impose NATO
hegemony all over Europe including Russia. It
Is a grave threat not only to people of Europe,
but to world people as a whole.

We appeal to all progressive forces to come
out on the streets against this heinous and per-
niclous aggression by the NATO forces led by
US imperialists with all possible might. Clinton
and the gangsters ke him, the imperialist
forces who are enemies of mankind, should
not be allowed to escape unpunished. Let us
raise the banner of antl-Imperialist rebellion
everywhere.

New Delhi,

All Indla Secretary
29 March 1999,

CPI (ML) Red Flag’

Era of giant Corporations

In the 1699- 2CCO budget the BJP's finance
minlster ha% pro]:')dg_d all facllitles to the mono-
Folies for meigers prd amalgamations to make
much blager corperaticns. Already such mera-
ers amorg. Industriadl hcuses In India and amal-
gamation o} Ird¥nHouses or firms with MNCs
are on the increase. At global level these are
takirg place with amzzirg speed turning the era
of Imperiallsm into an era of giant corporattons.

In US, Exxon merges with Mobil. Citicorp
with Travelers, Dalmler Benz with Chrysler, Bank
America with Nations Bank, World Com gobbles
up MCl. As a result these MNCs are becoming
bigger and bigger influencing and dominating
the life of people and countrles, These auto-
cratic corporations are Increasingly controlling

the -governments and International Imperialist
agencies.

Consequences of growing power of giant
MNCs is increased disparity In wealth and the
MNCs deciding the destiny of the world with
little conelderstion for public opinlon. In US
the so-called Americen Dream is transformed
into criminal, violent virus afflicting most of the
elites. In his book Corporation Nation, Charles
Derber points out that parallel to the age of
robber barons 100 years ago, through the mer
gers of MNCs the widening gap between rich and
poor is Increasing very fast. Bill Gates net
worth of over doilar 50 billion is more than that
of the bottom 40% or 100 million US citizens.
MNCs influence . all decisions making with both
the major parties of US—Democrats and Repu-
blicans—bought off by big business.

(Contd. P. 2)
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