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Press Statements

On January 25th Ranbir Sena, the notori-
ous criminal gang of upper caste landlords ma-
ssacred 22 and Injured many in Jehanabad dis-
trict of Bihar They did not spare even a ten
months old child. All deceased were agricultural
workers and poor peasaiits of dalit section. Bihar
has witnessed series of such brutal killings by
this barbarous forces. Arawal massacre during
Congress regime, Bathanitola and Laxmanpur
Bathe under “Social Justice” regime of Laloo
Prasad and Rabri Devi are few such instances.
They are desperate efforts by landlord class
to save their reactlonary economic base and
soclal supremacy that have been challenged by
the village pdor:led by: different' CP1{ML) aro-
ups. But these attacks cannot frighten and
demoralise the people for ever. They are co-

CONDEMN JEHANABAD KILLINGS

ming forward to glve befitting reply to these
brutal gangs.

This heinous act has further exposed the
criminals- politicians-bureaucrats nexus because
this carnage was threatened two weeks back.
It is a well- known fact that these goonda gangs
have blessings from all ruling class political par-
ties with special favour from BJP-Samata com-
bine. ' '

CPI (ML) Red Flag severely condemn this
brutal act and calls on democratic forces and
people to come forward and resist these bar-
barous acts.

| Secretary,
CPl1 (ML) Red Flag.

Resist, Defeat Communal Fascist Attacks on
Minorities And Democratic Forces

The barbarous killing of Australian missio -
nary Steins and his two sons in Orissais a cont-
inuation of the heinous attacks on Christian
minority In Southern Gujarat dlistricts and in
other parts of the country by the Hindutua
forces. We join all progressive democratic for-
ces in severely condemning these criminal acts.

The Hindutua forces are engaged In imple -
menting thelr communal fasclst agenda. They are
increasing attacks on all sections of minorities all
over the country. They brutally attack and kili
the dalits and adlvasis who do not bow down
to their Hindutua campaign. They are attack-
ing all those who are declared opponents of
their Hindutua Agenda.

These crimlinal forces are attacking all de-
mocratic values also. They attack cultural cre-
atlons including films and gazal singers declared
as enemles of their communal agenda. Cricket
pitches were vandalised to prevent Pakistan
cricket team's tour. For implementing Hindutua
agenda in education, cultural and other fields
all nefarious moves are made. All those who
oppose them are attacked in most vulgar ways.
All these calculated brutal acts are resorted to

for diverting people's attention from the burning
day-to-day Issues like price-rise, unemployment
and growing neocolonisation ofthe country under
BJP-led central Government and the state gov-
ernment exposing the utfer hollowness of thelr
Swadeshi jargons.. Both Sangh Parivar and
Sivasena like forces are contending and colluding
implement this Hindutua agenda. The threat of
fascism Is growing as a result in all walks of life.

In this grave situations, neither the Congr-
ess which colluded with Hindutua forces in de-
molishing the Babri Masjid *and is promoting
communal vote-banks, nor other parties oriented
towards ‘teactlonary politics are ready to mobil -
ise the people against the Hindutua forces agai-
ast their criminal acts,

We appeal to all p‘rogressive democratic
forces to get united'under a secular democratic
banner and to launch a powerful movement
against the growing threats of fascisisation by
the communal forces and thelr helnous horror
tactics in all walks of life.

Secretary,
C P 1 (ML) Red Flag.
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BUILD PEOPLE’S ALTERNATIVE AGAINST
NEOCOLONISATION AND COMMUNAL FASCISM

The Hindutua forces have intensified their
efforts to imrplement the agenda of commural
fasclsm in order to create conditions for further
neocolonisation. The rout in assen bly elections
and nmassive resgponse to Decemrber 11 All India
Hartal were big shocks to them. So while allo-
wing BJP-led goverrment 1o go ahead with
literalisation- glcbalisatior policies ard implem-
entirg WTO corditionalities, the other orgens
like VHP, Bajrang Dal and their numerous offs-
hoots are allowed to go ahead with spreading
communal frenzy. As aresult, Vajpayee gover-
nment has resorted to ordinance réjto issue am-
endments to patent act and for such important
measures to further neocolonisation. At the same
time Sangh Parivar's various organs are ergaged
in Imrplerentirg the ccmmural fascist zgerda
As in Gujarat and Karnataka mirorities are
attecked. Ayodhya and Kashi are kept alive.
Nct to be outraced, Shiv Serais irdulgirg in
ite oun communalisation move attacking f{ilms
vandalising cricket pitches to prevent Pakistan
team’s visit etc,

In spite of the success it achicved in assem-
bly elections due to people's vote against BJP,
and in spite of intensification of communal acts
by Sangh Parivar and its collaborators, Corgress
is in no hurry to topple the BJP-led government
It is supporting the government to Implement
patent amendments ard pass Insurance regula-
tory bill to implement WTO dictates. It is ready
to wait till this governmert go ahead with fur-
ther liberalisation- globalisation ard till CTBT
is signed. As the leading rulirg class parties,
interests of BJP and Congress olten become the
same  as also thelr policies., Corgress Is in no
burry and is ready to wait till it can win the
election and form a government of Its own, ur
dominated by it. As major ruling class parties
BJP and Congress have their well-defined age-
nda to serve the ruling class and imperialist inte-
rests,

The CP1 (M) and CP! who held Party Con-
gresses to decide to support Congress to replace

BJP, ard other UF partles are disappolnted. And:
this disappointment is leading them to accele-
rate the efforts fcr buildirg vet another UF or
third alterrctive, They zre not ready to
realise thet o thnd 1ulirg clese alterretive
like the earlier UF is a redurcdart idea. Their
degenciatlon 1o sccial democratic crrulingclass
pesitions is sc much that they carrot thirk of
an alternative with aleft progarrme, with an
anti-imperialist democratic pregrenm mwe.

There are mary cthers, groups and indivi-
duals claimirg as leftists or even revolutionaries
who are talkirg only about doirg ‘somethirg’.
By doirg this ‘something’ they warder to aim-
less activities cften collatcrating with forces
whko otherwise seive rulirg class interests or
who are part of ruling classes. Inreality, they
are also o {rustrated lot even while utterirg
revolutionary jargons.

But as we have already polnted out the
mighty all Irdia Hartal on Decenter 11 ard the
rebuff to BJP in the electiors to state ascem-
blies are sigrificant develogpmerts They chow
the resentment of the pecople ard their strergth
These left masses, and progressive secular dem-
ocratic forces are locking forwardio ap alternate
programme basically differert fr1om the ore put
ferward by Congress goverrments ard repeated:
by UF ard EJP ¢ocverrments, ard for an alter.
rative lezcership czrable of implemertirg this
democratic programme,

This very much include the asgiration of the
vast majority of the people for a secular answer
to the threats posed by the ccmmural fascists.
Wkhen the Sargh Pariver and its ofishoots are
ergaged in dividirg the people on communal
lines and tryirg to destroy even the existing
seculardemocratlc values, while their chauvinism,
pseudo nationallsm and Hindutua policles are
ralsirg the threats of disintegration of this cou-
ntry, the toiling masses and other progressive
sections are aspiring for uncopromising secular
challenge to them.
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Chaos Theory

The Division of Labour Chaos and Dialectics

In October 1998 issue of Ra2d Star we had published "On the significance of theoretical
struggle” by HKarthik. In it while discussing about what should be the Marxist-Leninist approach
towards various theoretical questions confronting the movement in different spheres the Chaos
Theory was menticned in passing as one that goes against dialectlcs, Dr. Birendra Nalk from Bhub-
aneshwar, one of our reiders, has sent us this plece from INTERNET which argues that “Chaos
theory is a brilliant confirmation of the fundamental world view put forward by Marx and Engels over

a hundred years ago'.

We are publishing it for developing a better understanding about Chaos

theory and theoretical questions in general Contributions an this polnt are invited —RS.

Dialectical materialism, elaborated by Karl
‘Marx and Frederick Engels, was concerned with
much more than political economy: it was a
world view  Nature, as Engels in particular
sought to demonstrate In his writings, is proof
of the correctness of both materislism and dial
ectics. "My recapitulation of mathe natics and
the natural sciences,”” he wrote, '‘‘was under-
taken in order to convince myself aiso in detail ..
that in nature amid the welter of innumerable
changes, the same dialectical laws of motion
force their way through as those which in his-

tory govern the apparent fortuitousness of
events ...”

Since their day, everv imnortant new adv-
ance in scientific discovery has coafirned the
Marxian outlook although scientists, because of
the political implications 'of an association with
Marxism, seldom acknowledge dlalectical materi-

it is in this context the necessity for the
genuine revolutlonary and left forces to come
together in a single platform and giva leader-
ship to the left masses all over the couintry be-
comes all the more important. Based on an
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal demoacratic progr-
amme a country.wide movement should be org-
anised agalnst intensifying neacolonisation and
increasing communal fascist threats. Oaly in
-this way a people's alternative caa be buillt up
to launch uncompromnising strugiles against the
Indian state serving the interests of foreign and
natlve monopolies and landlord classes, and to
mobilise the masses for carrying forward the
-struggle for democracy and socialism, )

alism. Now the advent of chaos theory provi-
des fresh backing for the fundamental ideas of
the founders of scientific soclalism Up to now
chaos has been largely ignored by scientists,
except as a nuisance or something to be avoided.
A tap drips, sometimes regularly sometimes not;
the movement of a fluid Is either turbulent or;
not; the heart beats regularly but sometimes goes
into a fibrillation; the weather blows hot or cold.
Wherever there is motion that appears to be
chaotic—and it is all around us —there is gener-
ally little attempt to come to terms with it from
a strictly scientific point of view.

What then, are the general features of ch-
aotic systems? Having described them in mat-
hematical terms, what application does the
mathematics have? One of the features given
prominence by Gleick and others Is what has
been dubbed "the butterfly effect’’. Lorenz,
had discovered on his computer-simulated wea-
ther a remarkable development, One of his
simulations was based on twelve variables, incl-
uding, as we said, non-linear relationships. He
found that it he started his simulation with values
that were only slightly dilferent fron the origi-
nal—the difference being that one set were
down to six decimal places and the second set
down three places—then the “weather’ prod-
aced by the computer soon veered wildly from
the original. Where perhaps a slight pertor—
bation might have been expected, there was,
only after a brief period of recognisable simil-
arity, a completely different pattern.

This means that in a complex, non-linear
system, a small change in the input could pro-
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duce a huge change In the output. In Lorenz's
computer world, It was equivalent to a butterfly's
wingbeat causing a hurricane in another part of
the world; hence the expression. The conclu-
ston that can be drawn from this Is that, glven
the comnplexity of the forces and processes that
go to determine the weather it can never be
predicted b:yond a short pzriod of time ahead.
In fact, the biggest weather computer in the
world, in the European centre for Medium-range
Weather Forecasting, does as many as 400
million calculatlons every second. It is fed 100
million separate weather measurements from
around the world every day, and it processes
data in three hours of continuous running, to
produce a ten day forecast. Yet beyond two or
three days the forecasts are speculative, and
beyond six or seven they are worthless. Chaos
theory, then, sets definite limits to the predi-
ctabillty of complex non-linear systems.

It is strange, nevertheless, that Gleick and
others have paid so much aitention to the
butterfly effect, as if itinjects a strange mys-
tique into chaos theory [t is surely well estab-
lished (If not accurately modelled mathemati-
callyy that in other similarly complex systems a
small input can produce a large output, that
an accumulatlon of '"quantity” can be transfor-
med to ‘quality ' There is only a difference
of less than two per cent, for example, in the
basic genetic make-up of human beings and
chinpanzees—a difference that can be quanti-
fied in terms of molecular chemistry. Yet in the
complex, non-linear processes that are involved
In translating the genetic ‘‘code’” into a living
animal, this small dissimilarity means the differ-
ence between one species and another.

Marxism applies itself to perhaps the most
conplex of all non-linear systems—human soci-
ety. With the colossal Interaction of countless
individuals, politics and economics constitute
so complex a system that alongside It, the pla-
net's weather systems look like clockwork,
Nevertheless, as is the case with other '‘chao-
tic''systems, society canbe treated scientifically-
as long as the limits, like the weather, are und-
erstood. Unfortunately, Glelck's book is not
clear on the application of chaos theory to pol-
itics and economics He cites an exercise by
Mandelbrot, who fed his IBM computer with a
hundred year's worth of cotton prices from the
New York exchange. “*Each particular price
change was random and unpredictable”, he wri-
tes. 'But the sequence of changes was inde-

pendent of scale: curves for daily and monthly
price changes matched ...the degree of varlation
had remained constant over a tumultuous 60-
year period that saw two world wars and a
depression.”

This passage cannot be taken on face value.
It may be true that within certaln limits, It Is
possible to see the same mathematical patterns
that have been identified in other models or
chaotic systems. But given the almost l[Imitless
complexity of human society and economics, it
is Inconceivable that major events llke wars
would not disrupt these petterns Marxists
would argue that soclety does lend itself to sci-
entlfic study. Irn contrast to those who see only
formlessness, Marxists see human development
from the starting point of material forces, and a
scientific description of soclal categories like
classes, and so on. If the development of chaos
sclence leads to an acceptance that the scient-
iIfic method is valid in politics and economics,
then itis a valuable plus However, as Marx
and Engels have always understood, thelrs is
an Inexact sclence meaning that broad trends
and developments could be triced, but datalled
and Intimate knowledge of all influences and
conditions is not possible.

Cotton prices notwithstanding, the book
glves no evidence that this Marxist view Is
wrong, In fact, there is no explanation as to
why Mandelbrot apparentiy saw a pattern in
only 60 yzars' prices when he had over 100
years’ of data to play with. In addition, else-
where In the book, Gleick adds that ‘“econo-
mists have looked for strange attractors in stock
market trends but so far had not found them.”
Desplte the apparent limitations in the fields
of economics and palitics, h>wzver, itis clear
that the mathematical “taning’” of what were
thought to be randotn or chaotic systems has
profound implications for science as a whole.
[t opens up many vistas for the study of proc-
esses that were largely out of bounds in the
past.

Division of Labour

One of the maln characteristlcs of the great
sclentists of the Renaissance was that they were
whole human beings., They had an all-rounded
development, which enabled, for example, Leo-
nardo da Vincl t) be a great engineer, mathem-
aticlan and mechaniclan, as well as an artist of
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gerius The same was true of Duhrer, Machley-
elll, Luther, ard countless others, of whem Erg-
els wrote: “The Ferces cf that time were rot yet
in thrali to the division of letcur, the restriciirg
effects ol which, with its picduction of one-
sldedriess, we so cften rotice In their success-
ors,” The division ¢f latcur, of course, plays
a necessary role In the development of the prod-
uctive forces. However, under capitalism, thls
has been carried to such an extreme that it be-
gins to turrn into its oppaosite,

The extreme division, cn the one hand,
between mertal and marual latour means that
millioris ¢l mer. ard wemen zie reduced to a
life of uritirkirg drudgery cn the rproduction
lire, deriea of ary rossibility to display the
creatlvity and irventiveress which is latent iIn
every himan teirg. At the other extreme, we
have the ceveloyment c1 a kind of intellecival
priestly casie wlich kes aricgated to itself the
sole rickt to ite ftitie cf ' guerdiars cf sclence
and cuiture’” Tc tte cegice thal these people
beceme 1emote frem the real llife of society,
this has 2 negative eflect cn thelr ccrecicus-

eness They develcpin an ertirely narrcw, cre-
sided way. DNctcniyis there 2n etyss separ.
atirg “artisis” ficm scientists, Lut the scier tific

connuriy itsell is river with ever-{rareesirg
divisicrs tetween ircreasirgiy rarrcw cpeciali-
sations, It Is ironic that, precisely when the
“lines of demarcation”’ tetueen physics, chemi-
sty ard biolcgy are treckirg coun, tke gulf
which divides even differert trerctes cf, say,
physics has beccne vittually urtridgezble.

James Cleick descrites 1he situaticn thus:
‘Few laymen realise Lcw tichtly ccmpart-
mentalised tl e sclertlfic ccnmurity Lad beceme,
a battleship with bulkbceds sealed ¢galnst lecks.
Blolcgists Fad ercuch to 1eed with.cut keepirg
up with tte nattenatical litesature—lcr that
matter, molecular ticlcgists ted ercich to read
withcut  keegire vp with pcyuleticn tiolegy,
rhysicists had tetler ways 1o sperd their time
than siftirg thicugh the neteciclegy jourrals.”

In recent years, the advernt of chacs theory
is ore of the irdicaliors that scmething is beg-
Inpirg to charge in the sciertific ccn munity
Increasirgly, sciertists frcm different tields teel
that they hove somehow reached a dead end. It
1s necessary to bresk out in a new direction The
birth of chaos mathematics, therefore, is a proof
as Engels would have sald, of the dialectical
character of nature, a reminder that reality

consists of whole dynamic systems, or even cne
whole system, ard not of models (houwever us-
elul) abstracted frcm them. What are the main
fealures of chacs theory? Glelck describes them
in the following way:

“To some physicists, chaos is a scierce of
process rather than state, of beconmirg rather
than beirg”.

“"They feel that they are turnirg back a tr-
end in scierce towards reductionism, the analy.
sis of systems in terms of their constituent
parts: quarks, chromosomes; or neutrons. They
believe that they are looking for the whole.'

The method of dialectical materialism is precis-
ely to look at “process rather than state, of be-
coming rather than beirg”. "More and more over
the past decade, he'd begun to sense that the
oldreductiorist approaches werereachirga dead
end, ard that even some of the baid- core phy-
sical sciertists were gettirg fed upr with wath-
ematical abstrections 1hat igrcied the real
complexities of the world. They seemed to be
half-consciously gropirg for a new approach—
ard in the process, he thought, they were cutt-
Irg across the traditicnal boundaries in a way
they hadn't dore in years. May be centuries

Because chacs is a science of whole dyna-
mic systemrs, ratber than separate parts, It re-
presents, in eifect, an unacknowledged virdica-
tlon of the dialectical view, Up to now, scientific
Irvestigation has been too much isolated into
Its constituert parts. In pursuit of the ‘“parts”
the sciertiflic specialist becomes tco specialised
not inlrequently losing all sight of the ‘‘whole’.

Experimentation and theoretical rationalisatio-
ns thus became increasirgly remcved from reali
ty. More than a century ago, Engels criticised the
narrowness ol what he called the metaphysical
method which consisted cf locking at things in
an lsolated way, which lost sight uf the whoie.
The starting poirt of the supporiers of chaos
theory was a reactlon against precisely this
method, which they call ‘“reductionism "Eng-
els explained that the "reduction” of the study
of nature to separate disciplines is to saome
extent necessary and inevitable.

“When we reflect on nature or the history
of mankind our own intellectual activity, at
first we see the picture of an endless maze of
connections in which nothing remains where and
as it was, but everything moves, changes, comes
inlo being and passes away.... (Contd P. 15)
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Indonesia

To those who preach Marxism is not rele—
vant to modern world, that the working class
has disappeared, Indonesia of today is a fitting
answer. Within 30 years the working class has
iricreased from 10 million to 86 million. Again,
to those who preached that Structural Adjust-
ment Policles dictated by IMF-WB-WTO trie
are here to say, and thatthe Asian Tigers’
economies were Immune to traditional booms
. and slumps of capitalist imperialist system,Indo-
mesia’s economic collapse is the answer,

Those who came forward against the 33years
old fascist regime of Suharto including the stu-
dents, youth, the working class and the peas-
antry alongwith all other radical elements ope-
nly declared: “Indonesia is rich in raw materfals
and yet the people llve in misery. The people
can no longer afford to eat or buy medicine,
This Is all the fault of the system—this is what
we have to smash”, Though the ruling system
is not smashed yet the first wave of people‘s
revolt has succeeded in causing the downfall of
the hated dictator-Suharto,

President Suharto came to power through
@ military coup in 1965 with the active support
of the imperialist camp led by U S imperialism.
This coup unleashed such relentless violence
against the forces led by the Communist Party
of Indonesia (PKI) and all democratic sections
that almost 10 million people were wiped out
within a year. 5 million more were put to death
in the next five years. This was the other side
of the neocolonisation, Where a comparatively
peaceflul transition to neocolonisation, as was
achieved in countries like India with active call-
aboration of Krushchovifes who had usurped
the leaderships of the Communist Parties, was
not possible, the Imperialist camp resorted to
brutal use of force as in Indonesia Once in
power Suharto became one of the front-ranking
implementors of the imperialist camp in South-
east Asia,

Suharto maintained his rule in the fourth
most populous country In the world (population
200 million) through bratal repression. No op-
position political forces were allowed. Peaceful
protestors, trade union activists, all those who
tried to organise the people independently aga-
inst the fascist ruling system were imprisoned,

in ferment

tortured and even assassinated. When Portug-
ese colontal rule collapsed in East Timor in 1975,
Suharte's army illegally annexed this country
when one third of the population, 2 lakhs of
people, weré Killed or died of sfarvation. Stru-
ggle of the people of islands 6f Aceh and Irian
Jaya for self-determination was continuously
suppressed.

Suharto's Party Golkar and tWo other ‘per-
mitted parties’ were covérs for fascist military
rule. By deploying troops to village level mili-
tary exercised control ovey political, econémic,
social and security matters. And the milltary
was equipped and indoctrinated by thé imperialist
camp, particilarly U S and Britiain,

A little history

Indonesia won formal independence in 1949
from Dutch Colonialism. It was then led by
President Sukarno, a petti-bourgeois nationalist
who employed Pancasila— belief In god, national
unity. humanitarianism, people's soverignty,
social justice and prosperity.  For this he united
the ‘nationalists’ Including intellectuals, land-
lords and business people. the PKI, socialists,
Islamists, and other religious activists. For
security army's loyalty Sukarno allowed It to
directly involve in politics and in the running of
the government, Army also came to own most
of the nationalised Dutch business. Thus the:
army which was a continuation from Dutch colo-
nial times had powerful sway in all fields. The
imperialist camp which hated Sukarno for his.
anti-Iimperialist utterances, for active involye-
ment in the Non Aligned movement, and for
close co-operation with PKI was utilising the:
army and lslamic fundamentalists to increase
their influence, In spite of getting massive
support form the people the PK] leadership was
vacillating.  The degeneration of the Soviet
leadership and abensce of an International cen-
tre for Communists added to its confusion. [¥
failed to take advantage of its strength to take
initiative in leading the country towards déema-
cratic revolutivn,

So when General Suharto led the coup Inl
1965 PKI was not at all prepared to counter if.
Even when army started attacking PKl forées
the leadership remained confused. This provi-
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ded the opportunity for Suharto to wipe out the
progressive forces in one of the worst massacr-
es in human history with the help of army,
Islamic fundamentalists and the imperialists.
Indonesia was regained fully by imperialist camp
as a rich price US imperialists and thelr allies
equipped Suharto to consolidate his fascist rule
and to help them In plundering the country.
Suharto, his family and cronies also tecame
super-rich in this process. Imperialist financial

and monetary agencies and MNCs entered in a
big way.

In line with other ASEAN countries Indone-
sia also was in the forefront in implementing
the SAPs of llberalisation-globalisation. Even
when the vast masses of poor were becoming
poorer, Western and Indonestan media orchest-
rated about economic boom sighting the mino-
rity rich people who had amassed fantastic we-
alth and who exhibited Western style show of
the riches, But the bubble of this Indonestan

boom soon burst alongwith the collapse of other
Asian Tigers

The Crisis

The Indonesian economy acclaimed as the
twentythird largest in the world by 1997 start-
ed faltering by middle ot this year for reasons
like rapid growth based on low wages and exce-
ssive borrownig, overproduction, falling profits
and debt crises, Once this crisis became pub-
lic the Indonesian currency ruplab was allowed
to float, Bank of \ndonesia introduced high
interest rates. But by September 1997 rupiah
began to free fall, as did the stock-exchange.
Government's steps like freezing inirastructure
projects could not stop the rot. Though in
October World Bank, IMF and Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) offered § 37 billion rescue
package, second largest such deals in history,
the problems only mounted. On November 16
banks closed down and savings of many thous -
ands of people were frozen.

During these years Suharto’s family and
cronies were cornering a large share of the co-
untry’s wealth. They wanted 30% of even the
amounts earmarked for rescue operations. The
IMF-WB-MNCs were searching for a reason to
explain this  crisis. Soon all of them started
Jeaking information that Suharto’s corruption
damaged the economy. Suharto was becoming
dispensable for them to save the ruling system
that serves neocolontsation well

By January 1998 ruplah fell {rom 2400 for a
US dollar during September 1997 to 10,000 per
dollar, and budget breached IMF terms. Soon
the forelgn debt jumped to & 20) billion. Private
sector debts also leaped, 80% of corporate se-
ctor became bankrupt. Heeding to frantic appeals
from Subarto IMF offered § 43 bilijon recovery
package alongwith an ‘austerity programme’. By
May 1998 ruplah suffered 80% devaluation.
Foreign exchange reserve almost disappeared.
Most of the 200 commercialised banks lost ligu-’
idity. Suharto had to appeal for rescheduling of
repayment of foreign debts, Even the oll and
gas monopoly ltke Pertamina was forced to halt
production. Inflation and stagnation reached
unheard of levels The whole ‘burden of this
crisis was being shifted to the shoulders of the
masses throwing many
unemployed and sky-rocketing prices of all’
essentlal commodities. From January aver age”
of more than 2 million workers started losing’
jobs per month. Famlne started spreading.
Train fares, electricity charges, water charge,
prices of agricultural inputs everything went up
to unheard of levels.

People’s revolt

For three decades the dissatisfaction against
Suhartoregime was mounting among people.
The working class and other sections had
started protest actions. In 1997 there were many
industrial strikes and students’ protests. With
the lntensification of the economic crisis, by
the beginning of 1998 rioting and demonstrat-
ions started spreading across the 13,000 island
archipelago. By March student protests culmi-
nated in massive demonstrations, developing in
to devastating rlots in May. The ruling classes’
hold on the ruling system was slipping, the
ruling state machinery was getting paralysed. A
classic revolutionary situation developed. Fue-
l'ed by hunger, rising prices and unemployment
the riots spread In a spontaneous, disorganised
and violent way sweeping across the country.
All diversionary tactics employed by Suharto’s
tollowers like making the Chinese merchants tar-
gets or fomenting religlous or racial strifes
started falling. Simultaneously a total ban on all
meetings and protests was imposed, and troops
were deployed everywhere. nothing could bring
down the intensity of riots and revolts,

May witnessed the worst riots. Followlng
shooting down of six student demonstrators in
Jakarta the revolt grew in intensity with striking
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Economy in panic situation

That the finance minister Yeshwant Sinha
had to announce through an intervlew with the
official nedia Doordarshan “the financlal health
of the country is not precarious”, .and justifying
the “slowing down” of economy on ‘‘global rec-
e¢ssion coupled with deepening and broadening
of the East Aslan currency crisis” show the
panic situation he and the Indian economy is in
the last week of 1998. No cheering news indeed
for the propagandists of liberalisation-globalis-
ation policles.

In 1990-91 when he was F M for the first
time Sinha had the record of selling Indian gold
in iInternational market, This time during his
tenure of ten months in 1998 he has already
tried to repeat this ignominious record by sell-
out of the PSUs, by introducing the Insurance
Regulatory Authority (IRA) Bill and amendments
to 1970 Patent Act by colluding with the Cong-
ress leadershlp Numerous other open, not-so-
open, or secret measures were introduced to
speed up liberalisation-globalisation and for
bowing down to WTO conditionalities. The New
Export-Import Policies were announed by com-
merce ministry In the interest of MNCs and the
native wholesale traders. All hitherto restrict-
lons on imports and exports were also removed.
MNCs were allowed entry in to every sector.
In spite of all these steps the economy is not
looking up Industrial and agricultnral produ-

ction is going down. Import bills are leaping up
while exports has dacreased slzeably compared
to last year.

He has stopped talking about bringing down
fiscal daficit to 5.6 of the gross domestlc pro—
duct (GOP). Now he Is boasting that it will not
reach 7% as some experts predict. The larger
this deficit the more will be the Inflation. {Side by
side the trade this year is expected to be a
record 12 billion. Inculding defence imports
which are not included in the statisties of com-
merce ministry this deficit is expected to reach
$ 22 billion or about Rs. 2 trilllon.

This year inflow of foreign institutional Inve-
stments or porttolio investments (FIl} and for-
eign direct Investnent (FDI) are also declining.
Income from tourism Is also decreasing, Toge-
ther with galloping trade deficit, this sftuation
1s going to lead towards a balance of payment
crists. The current account deficit may cross 3%
mark of the GDP. At this level IMF is sure to
intervene demanding further depreciation of
currency. This will have further impact on for=
eign inflows. As the investors are predicting a
possible depreciation of the rupee the Flls and
FDIs will stop materialising till the depreciation
takes place, This means Increasing current acc-
ount deficit further and the deepening of the
whoale crisis situation, Sinha could not satisty

workers, unemployed youth and rural masses
jolning the students. Jakarta and all other urban
centres started liberally burning. Students sta-
rted occupying university campuses. All business
activity came to standstill. By 18 May students
and workars started occupying the parliament
building. Slogans demanding Suharto to quit
and return soverignty to people were raised, A
mighty narch of the people to take over parli-
ament was announced. At this juncture ruling
classes and thelr imperialist promoters utilised
thz services of Anien Rais, who ia the name of
avoiding massacres by army appealed people to
dissociate from the march. Next day Suharto
resigned handing over charges to his vice-pre-
sident Hablbee. By persuading Subarto to step
down and orgaalsing the services of Rais like
bourgeols politicians the ruling system and US
imperlalists could prevent the people's march

and save the ruling system for the time belng.

But the economic and palitical crisis is not
over yet. Inlanesian econony has not recovered.
Production is still stagnat or falling Debt crisis
is still serious alongwith foreign ex:hange crisis.
Prices are still high. Unemnploy nent also is mo-
unting. People are still organising protest acti-
ons What was different between 1917 O:tober
in Moscow and St. Petersburg and 1393 May in
Jakarta and all across Indonesia was the abse -
nce of a Bolshevik party and a Leninist leader -
ship. At the peak of the movement bath Rais
and Megawatl exposed their class alleglance.
Whnat Indonesla likza many other countries or all
such countries wants today is a Bolsnevik party
and Leninlst leadership capable of leading these
people’s movemants consclausly towards demo-
cratlc revolution under proletarian leadership. @
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AP: Creating caste-barriers to divide teiling classes

The coastal AP districts are one of the
areas wtere the mode of producticn has urder-
gore fastest changes. A new type of lard accu-
nulatlon urder rich landlords is tekirg place.
Alorgwith this paddy fleld's ard diversified cro—

Fpirg areas are disappearing givirg way 1o cagh

¢rops ard equa farming. While these charges
are taking place in the mode of production and
the lardlords are becoming more and i ore rich
gettirg them sélves intégratéd with {Fe inferna-
tional market system, they ave utllisirg their
alliance with political Iéaderships in the local
and' digtiict administration' and staid mackinery
agairst the agriculiural workers ard FCor pea~
ssnts mainly belorging to dalits ard backward
castes.

Two factérs stand out in tFese aress. Ore,
evén the daily minimum wage fcr agricultural
werkers appreved by state ceverrment, that Rs.
43, Is rct implemeénted, Two, more ard more
2ress ave convertéd for cach  ¢rops and a2qua
faimirg reducirg the avallebility of jobs. As a
resull' these agricultural werkers and poor pea-
saris, whkcee major inceme is from working in
others' flelds, are getlirg Impoverished.

In the {ertile areas of East Godavari till
1S5 tte caily weges fcr men was Rs. 27 and
fcr wenen Rs. 25 Theuigh the cost of llving
was ccirg up the wzces did rot rise Now state
ccverrmert hLas erbarced this to Rs. 43 as
tFese areas ccme vrder Zore 1 But the land-
lcics bave jeired hLards in blocking its imple-
mentation.

Leaice areas ¢f paddy {lelds and other irri-
cated lerd ere ahieacy ccrverted to different
cath aacps like tctacco, tugar.cane, banana ete,

fcreign irvestors by getting the IRA Bill and
Paterts Anendmerts Bill passed In the winter
session of pailiarrert also,

The crisis is deerenirg. It will automati-
cally lead to further Inflation, stagnation of pro-
du'cticr, ard unemployment. It wlll not be just
oriors this time, an allround crisis at an enhan-
ced scale. 1ke ccuntdewn has slowly started.
The gap betuween the health of Indian economy
and the stage when Asian Tigers started facing
meltdowns is decreasing fast. o

Now th'é aqua mafid has entered Into corvertion
of vast areas 1o aqua farming. During this ‘aqua
boom’ many of the small tarmers who tried to
make a quick buck have gone' bankrupt. Only
rich landlords are gaining, Under them more
than one third of 2 lakhs dcres of itrigated land
in' this area is already coiverted. At this speed
it is expected that soon 6C% of paddy (leids
will be' converted, What happens due to this?

In paddy cultivation a minimum of 150 days
of work per acre is available in a yeer. But In
aqua farms only 40 or 50 days of work for a
sfigle’ person is' provided. So orly ore f6urth of
éarlier work is' avaflable. Thié has Intensifled
ureriployment In all these areas. This reduction
in paddy ciltivation 18 making the rice- mills
idle an'd rice.mill workers' unemploved This Is
besides ecological destruction. Price of rice in
local marké'ts are also going up.

These changes call for organised strugale
by the agricultural workers for better wages,
that is need-based uages, as well as against
conversion of paddy fields into aqua farms or
for cash.crops. In some areas at least organtsed
or sponteaneous struggles on these lines had
taken place. On the one hand, political leader-
ships of local administration belonging to rich
classes and the state machinery Including police
and bureaucracy are helping the rich iandiord
class to oppress these movements. On the other
hand, conscious efforts are made to make dalite
fight against the backward classes or vice versa,
or dalits made to fight against each other based
on the Madiga-Mala divide. In this way their
unlty is broken. 'Reservation’ Is utilised as a
useful weapon to implement this 'divide and
rule’ policy. Even so-called progressive sections
take sides with one section against other inten—
sifying disunity,

In the absence of concrete study and class
analysis of these areas and development of
appropriate forms of organisation, and utilisa-
tion of all forms of struggles to' mabilise these
exploited sections overcoming caste distinction's
is a major task. The left forces and revolutio-
naty leaderships are veryweak in these areas, as
elther right opportunism or sectarianism is ram-
pant,

Such situatlons call for serious study and
conscious activities to develop a powerful mo-
vement of agricultural workers and poor pea-
sant, ds part of the agrarian movement. )
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EMRs will lead to hike in drug prices

Experts fear that the Government’'s propo-
sal to grant exclusive marketing rights (EMRs)to
drugs and agrochemical products will lead to
hike in the prices of medicines making it difflc
ult for the poor to afford them.

In a country where a majority of the popul-
ation did not have access to modern medicines
even In the present patent regimre in which drug
prices were amorg ike lowest In the world, med-
icines would go further cut cf reach of the poor
under an EMR.

India's poor and malnourished, who were
most vulnerable to tropical diseases would be
severely affected.

Citing examples before a People's Commiss-
ion on Intellectual Property Rights, experts sald
there were many “alarming” indicators about di-
seases in Indla, which could be given prlority
while declding on the need to preserve public
interest provisions in the patent system,

The Indicators related to increase in the
cases of fllaria, malaria, tuberculosis, and AIDS,
and population growth and infant mortality
rates.

The Commission, comprising the former Su-
preme Court judge, Mr. Justice V, R, Krishna
Iyer; national Protessor at the Indian Agricultur-
al Research Institute, Dr. S. K. Sinha; the form-
er Chairman of the University Grants Commiss-
ion, Prof. Yash Pal; and Professor of Econom-
lcs at the dJawcharlal Nehru University, Dr.
Prabhat Patnaik, released its report in December
1998,

The Commission said, ‘‘Health laws, drug
policy and patent system in India have to be in-
tensely inter-related to tackle these problems.
There sheuld be no cause for compromising the
public interest angle.”

According to estimates, 42 per cent of ant-
iblotics and anti- asthmatics 98 per cent of
antibacterials, 70 per cent of anti-leprosy dru-
gs, 66 per cent of anti-ulcers, and over half of
heart medicines used In India were patented in
the U. S. -

The U. S. companles were reported to" be
taking patents for combinations of older drugs
too, which Implied that older drugs would not
be cheaper.as they would be under patents.

The experts sald the EMR regime would ta-
ke away the right of distributlon through free
supplies, Government and institutional supplies,
and through direct non- market sales.

Powers of the controller of patents to reject
applicatlons for non-compliance were also taken
away.

EMR removed additional checks against wr—
ongful claims and throws the door wide open for
such claims and even fraudulent claims, they
said.

“It will be virtually Impossible to protect
consumer and national interests.”

‘““Aggrieved persons will be left to suffer
consequerces and wrorgful claimrs and denial of
treatment ard rights while the EMR holder wlll
go scotfree,” they said.

“The EMR will lead to Imports, loss of em-
ployment opportunities and foreign exchange
llability for the country,” the experts said.

®

How the Hitlerite fascists
were fought

As part of anti-Communist propaganda the
imperialist camp is trying to expropriate the
credit for defeating fascism during Second World
War on the one hand, and reducing the Import-
ance of this historic fight against fasclsm. As
time recedes pecple forget the terrible acts of
fascism before and durinrg.the War. The loses
of US, Britain and France, the imperialist allies
are projected while Soviet sacrilices are con-
cealed. Following are the loses of women,
children and men during the war according to
UN figures.

Us — 3,20,000
Britain — 3,20,000
Chechoslovakia — 3.64,000
France — 5,20.000
Yugoslavia — 1,600,000
Poland — 6,028,000

Soviet Union — 24,000 000
While Italy lost 4,060,000 arid Germany 9,700,000,

The horrenduous loses of Soviet Union
and East European countries in the wer against
fascism is minimised, lied about, and looked
upon as insignificant by imperialists who want
that future generations shall not know about
these heroic resistance struggles and sacrifices
that beat back the scourge of Hitlerite fascism.
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Patent application for Terminator Gene filed

A patent. applicatign fqr the *“Terminator
Gene!' has been filed In Indla, The applicatian
has been filed by the U S. Government and
M/s. Delta, and Pinelapd Company, the. same
people. who hold the American patent. The, Te-
rminatar, technalagy has beep licensed to Mgns.
anto, the company which is In the centre of a
storm. for.conducting its gepetically engineered
cotton trials In Indja,

Intraducing changes in, India's patent laws
in the way that the Patent Amepdment Act. was
doing was extremely dangerous Orce spch an
amended Patent Act was in place, there would
be no way of stopping the Terminator. Patent
from being operative In India. As it Is, with an

Exclusive Marketing Right, the Terminator Gene
under an.American, patent would receive an aut-
omatic right to be marketed and used here. Wo-
rse still, In the changgd patent reaime, the Ter-
minator patent would ultimately be granted in
India, sincg the patent. application was already
sitting in the mailhox, a, facility created by the
Patent Amendment Ordlnancg of 1995

The Government refuse to recognise the
long term devastation that could be brought up-
qn India’s foqd and health security If a ‘patent
regime was brought In which wquld, erode [ndia’s
control over agriculture and seed production on
the qne hapd, and cost effective manufacture of
drugs, op the other. ®

Now: it is the turn of ground-nut

One after another prices of major agricult-
ural produces in different states are falling
driving ihe peasantry tu deapau This 18 happe
ning.due to the, Export Import (Exim) policy
based on liberaljsation. Import tariff, for pros
duces from outside market cause crashing of
prices. And the peasants are forced to revoll
and or, commit suicide due to despair Now
this is what is happening in ground - nuj sgctor
alsa.

Government announced. a shortfall of 7-8
lakh tonnes in productlon Then ordered Im-
ports of 19 lakhs tons. Alongwith this powerful
lobbles started raising health concerns jn the
name of groupd - nut having more cholestrol
content as they earlier did In the case of coco-
nut. (The MNCs did not hesitate to manipulate
adulteration of mustard oil leading to even
dropsy deaths in ordet to create atmosphere
for importing soyabean from US). These mani-
pulatjons led to crash of market prices of ground-
nut at the harvesting time.

The marginal farmers.who. invest everything
they have plus take loans to ralse the.crop cannot
withstand volatile fluctuations of the market, due
to factors beyond thelr control llke natural cala-
mities or government policles. This time Central
governmcnl policies allowing import. of ground.-
nut ollseeds from forelgn markei devastated: the

ground:-nut, faymers. As a result the prices, fell
from Rs. 1500 to 1760 a.week earlier tg. Bs. §5Q
per quintal, APMC bureaucrats and traders cgl-
luded ta make matters worse.

On. 27 Octgber. farmers wha had brought
their produce to Sira weekly market. in Tumkur
district of Karnataka, hecame enraged,and they
stormegd; the office.ofi APMG (Agricultural Pro;
duce Marketting Corporatiop) chairman, broke-
dpwn the oftjce, and then bjocked .the busy Ban-
galore -Pune national higway demanding bettef
prices. By evening APMC and  Karnataka Oil
seeds Growers Eederation promised the farmers
that.prices will, be,ralsed.and a settlement, was
reached. But.qp.28 Octgber morning APMC and
KOGF broke the agreement and,tarmers became;
enraged once,again. They attacked. the,autho-
ritles.and once. again blocked the NH. Police
attacked, them, and fjred Kkilling five.farmers.
Though the, agitation . was. temporasily suppre-
ssed.the issue. is,nat.settjed. The liberalisation
policies have ruined the lives of millions of pea,-
sants.

o
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Support lraqgi People’s Resistance
Against US imperialism

After four days of massive rocket attacks
and bombing in December middle, the US imperi-
alists with their British cronies are continuing
their criminal agaressive acts against Iraq. After
claiming that they have succeeded in destroying
Iraq's military installations, they are: demanding
further inspections by UN agents. They Insist
on contlnuing the economic sanctions impo-
sed in 1991. They continue to commit acts of
aggression by sending war-planes over lragqi
air-space. These heinous acts are threats to
the world people as a whole. '

This aggression cannot be segn merely, as a

dirty attempt op Clinton’s part to extricate fim-.

self from the impeachment on ‘Monica affair. It
is the result of world-wide imperialist economic
crisls.  With the collapse of Asian and Russlan
economles, stagnancy In the field of production
everywhere due to drastic cuts in demand, fac-
tories closing, down evervwhere, supplies of
petroleum products are building up and prices
are dropping continuously. If these prices are to
be prevented. from dropping further and the US
and British oil.MNCs are to be saved, the lraqi
oil should be kept out, of market. When majority
of Security Council members and most of the
UN members were demanding lifting of sanctigns
against Iraq, US and British imperialists wanted
to aggravate the tension through upilateral agt-
ions defying world public opinion. '

As aresult of the intensifying general eri-
sis faced by Imperialist system, over-production,
market getting dull, and factories andinstallations
gelting closed down is a comman feature affect.
ing not oply oil, but also all other important
sectors like steel, automobiles, aerospace etc.
In US alone within one week in December
350,000 steel workers lost their jobs. Auto-

moblle industry Is stagnant everywhere with sh-

arpfallin sales forcing closing down of factories,
cutting down production and' sharp competitien
compelling cutting down of prices. In this situ-
-ation the military —industtial complex in US and
Britain are trying to find out at least temporary
way-out: through: this diversionary aggression,
‘with Japan; Germany, Canada.and Australia.sup-
portjng them. But as the events during the last
three decades show these criminal acts are.not

going to help the imperialists to overcome the
general crisis.

US! imperlalists, massacred/ thousands of
Iragls during the six-week aggression in 1991.
Since then US-backed economic sanction have
caused the death of more than a milllon people,
malinly children. Clinton and company are ready
to kill many more to throw out Saddam Hussaln,
and to make [raq surrender to them In all respe-
cts, so that they can control' the west Asian
oil wealth and dominate the region politically;and:
militarlly.

But lfraq has refused to surrender to the
wishes of US Imperialists. Iraq has refused to
allow.any more US Ipspector In 1ts. soll. It has
declared that it will shoot down US and British
planes over-flying Iragl air-space. It claims It
has already shot down twp US war-planes. US
and British have struck agaln against the Iraqi
ant|-alrcraft batteries. Iraq has called for lifting
of economlic sanctions against it.

There Is no justification at all for continuing
the economlc sanctions against Iraq and for:
over-flying of Iraqlialr- space by,US ,and British
planes. The Security Councll declsions.imposed
during 1991 itself: are violations of UN.charter
and international laws. 1f any.country deserves
such: punlshment itis US. which, has: launched
number of aggressive acts against numerous co-
untries during last 50:years. It is the ane cou-
ntry which has used weapons of mass; destru-
ction including nuclear and bjalogical/chemlcal
weapons from Hiroshima to Vietnam. Similarly
if there is'any country agalnst whom sanctions
are to be imposed for violating UN and Security
Councll: decisions; it s Istael: which haye viols
ated numerous.decislons with Impunity so far with
US backing. In spite of it, If UN and Security
Council are Impotent to punish these aggressor
countrlies, it; means thatithey, are. nothing but
puppets.In:the hapds of, US, Imperiajists.

In.this situation; the progresslve,democratic
fprees:in aur country.should: not remaio happw
just because. Majpayee; government has. diplored
the. four-day. aggressiop of:US and.Brjtalp Pu-
bltc.apinlon should,be: motilised:demanding,that.
Indian-government:-should.-move the UN and take
initlative -for-getting US. Imperlalists and;thein
crenles openly.condemned; for-getting the ecor
nomic sancilens; ited fosthwith. | /Ty
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Sacking of Admiral Vishnu Bhagwat

The unprecedented sacking of Admiral Vis-
hru Bhagwat is part of the Vajpayee governm-
ent's agenda of communalising the armed for-
ces in the interest of Sangh Parivar. That Vice
Admiral Harinder Singh could move a petltion
against his senior alleging the non—Hindu origin
of Bhagwat's wife and her leftist leanings for
her appearasce in the name of riot victims be-
fore Sri Krishna Commission shows the compli-
city of the Sangh Parivar in this step.

Before last general elections BJP had adm-
itted a large number of retired officers of armed
forces and senlor bureaucrats to its fold. For

a long time RSS and its Parivar are engaged in
communalising the armed forces, police, judic-
lary and bureaucracy. With the connivance of
vested interests it has succeeded in this ven-
ture. Now that BJP-led government has come
to power this process is speeded up using all
nefariousg means. Sacking of Bhagwat is yet
another in this directior,

Progressive forces should take note of this
calculated move by the Sangh Parivar. [t should
be seen in relation with the saffronisation of
educational and cultural fields also. All secular
democratic forces should get united In counte-
ring this fascistic move by the communal forces.

TN: Struggle Against Cast Oppression

Trichy- Scuth Arcot-Tanjore Zonal Comm-
ittee ¢ CPI (ML) Red Flag has launched a cam-
palgn against caste-opgression with the follow-
irg slcgans from ihe first week of December
1998:

* Stop separate tea- glasses, residential are-
as and cemeteries for dalits and other
backward sections.

* Stop repression -of the struggles by dalits
against caste oprression.

* Immediately release from jail Thiruvalluvan,
leader of ‘Viduthalai Siruthai’

X In mediately open the Thillai Nardanar
Entrance of Chidambarem Temple to dalits.

> Ensure employment for inter-caste cou-
ples.

As a part of the campaign one day dharna
ard fast were to bte beld cn6 Decerrber against
casteoppression and Hindutuaforces’ fundament-
alist onsicughts Put police did not glve permls-

US aggression against Iraq shows that it will
pot hesitate to wage such criminal aggressions
agalnst any country for Imposing its hegemony.
US is building up'its military strength utllising
most advanced technological devolpments for
this purpose. Today the imperialist camp led by
US Imperialism s the monstrous enemy of world
people. It should be exposed and opposed, and
its aggressive acts resisted everywhere. Along=
with this world people should unite to teach a
fitting lesson to the US imperialists.

sion. Protesting against this a memorandum with
alist of villages where tea-shops are keeping sep-
arate glasses for dalits was submitted in addition
to protest demonstrtaions. As police did rot take
any action the list of villages In Cuddalore and Tr-

“ichy districts where sepraate glasses are maint-

ained was prepared and submitted to district co!l-
lectors as a part of the campaign. Theugh coll-
ector ordered action eagalrst these tea-
shops urder ‘untouchability act’ police in
conrivarce wlth feudal forces in the villages
refusedto do arything concrete. Dominart
upper caste forces oppused inspection by
police.  Though TN c¢hief minister Karunani-
dhi also issued instructions for stopping this
system, it alsoremained only in paper. Neither
DMK goverrment, nor the police is ready to
implemert even existitirg laws against such acts
of untouchability. These questions were expl-
ained and the ruling system which is protecting
the caste system was exposed through the
campalgn,

., On 25 December, Keelvenmani mariyrs day,
a.good number of comrades participated in a
protest fast in rvillage Sozhathuram exposing
contlnuing caste oppression and government’s
inaction., Leading comrades of the party addr-
essed ihe large number of people who assem-
bled.

: Party has decided to continue this campaign
and to spread this to more areas as a part of
the struggle against all forms of caste-oppr-
ession.

Page 14 RED STAR February 1999

LIQLILIGLD



www.padippakam.com

Chaos Theory (Contd.)

(From P. 6)

“But this conception, correctly as it expre-
sses the general character of the picture of
phenomena as a whole, does not suffice to ex-
plain the detalls of which this picture is made
up, and so long as we cannct do this, we are
not clear about the whole picture. In order to
understand these detalls we must detach them
from their natural or historical connection and
examine each one separately according teo its
nature, special causes and effects, etc.”

But as Engels warned, too great a retreat
into “reductionism! can lead to an undialectical
view, or a drift to metaphysical ideas.

**The analysis of nature into its individual
parts, the division of the diiferent natural pro-
cesces and objects into delinite classes, the
stedy of the internal anatomy of organic bodles
In their manifold forms—these were the furda-
mental conditiors for the gigantic strides in our
krowiedge of nature that have been made
during the last four hundred vears- But this
has bequeathed us the habit of observing natural
objects and processes in Isolation, detached
from the general context, of observing them
not in their motion, but in their state of rest,
rot as essentlally variable elements, but as
constant ores; not in their life, but in their
death.”

Now compare this with the following pass-
age from Gleick's book:

“Scientists break things apart and look at
them ore at atime |f they want to examine
the interaction of subatomic particles, they put
two or three together, There Is complication
erough. The power of self-similarity, though,
begins at much greater levels of complexity. it
is a matter of looking at the whole.”

If we substitute the word “reductionism”
for “the metaphysical mode of thought,” we see
that the central idea is identical. Now sece what
conclusion Ergels drew from his critlcism of
reductionism (‘‘the metaphysical method”,.

“But for dialectics, which grasps things
their images, ideas, essentlally in their interco-
nnection, in their sequerce, their movement,

their birtk and death, such processes as those
mentloned above are so many corroborations of
Its own ‘method of treatment. Nature is the
test of dlalectlcs, and It must be said for rod—
ern natural science that it has furnished extr-
emely rich and daily Increasing materlals for
this test, and has thus proved that in the last
analysis Nature's process is dlalectical and not
metaphysical,

“But the sclentists who have learnt to think
dialectically are still [ew and far between, and
hence the conflict between the discoveries made
and the ald traditional mode of thought is the
explanation of the boundless confusion which
now reigns in theoretical natural science and
reduces both teachers and students, writers
and readers te despair.” ’ '

Over ore hundred years ago, old Eraels
eccurotely aescrites 1he stete of the physical
sclences 1ccay, Thisis eckrowledged by liye
Pricegire (Nobel-prize winrer for chemistry
1977) and lsabelle Stengers in their book Crder
Out of Chacs, Man's New Dialcgue with Nature,
uwhere they urites the following:

“To a certain extent, there is an analogy
between this conflict (between Newtonian phy-
sics and the new scientific ideas) and the one
that gave rise to dlalectical materialism. The
idea of a hlstcry of nature as an intearal part of
materialism was asserted by Marx and, iIn gre-
ater detail, by Engels. Contemporary develo-
pments In physics, the discovery of the conts-
ructive role played by irreversibility, have thus
ralsed within the natural sciences a question
that has long been asked by materlalists. For
them, understanding nature meant understan-
ding it as being cepable ofproducirg man and
his societies.

“Moreover, at the tire Engels wrote his
Dialectics of Nature, the physical sclences see -
ned 1o have rejected the mechanistic world
View and draun closer to the idea of an histori-
cal development of nature. Engels mentions
three fundamental discoveries. energy and the
laws governing its qualitative transformations,
the cell as the basic constituent of life, and
Darwin's discovery of the evolution of species.
In view of these great discoveries, Ergels came
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ito the conclusion that the mechanistic world
view was dead.”

Despite all the wonderful advances of sci-
-ence and technology, there isa deep-seated
feeling of malaise. An increasing number of
scientists are beginning to rebel against the
prevailing orthodoxies and seek new solutions
to the problems facing them. Sooner or later,
this is bound to result in a new revolution In
sclence, similar to the one effected by Einstein
and Planck nearly a century ago. Significantly,
Elnstein himself was far from being a member
-of the scientific establishment.

“The mainstream tor most of the twentieth
century,” Gleick remarks, "has been particle
physics, exploring the building blocks of matter
at higher and higher energies, smaller and sma-
ller scale, shorter and shorter times. Out of
particle physics have come theories about the
fundamental forces of nature and about the ori-
gin of the universe. Yet some voung physiclsts
have grown dissatisfled with the direction of
the most prestiglous of sciences Progress has
‘begun to seem slow, the naming of new parti-
.cles futile, the body of theory cluttered. With
the coming of chaos, younger scientists beli-
eved they were seeing the beginnings of a course
chauge for all of physics The field had veen
dominated long enough, they felt, by the glit-
tering abstractions of hlgh enargy particles and
guantum mechanics”

Chaos and Dialectics

It is as yet too early to form a definitive
view of chaos theory. However, what Is clear
is that dialectical law ot the transformation of
quantity into quality (and vice versa) plays a
prominent sole in chaos theory:

“He {Von Neumann) recognised that a com-
plicated dynamical system could have points of
instability —critlcal points where a smail push
can have large consequences, as with a ball
balanced at the top of a hill.” And again.

“In science as in life, it is wall known that
a chain of evants can nava a noint of crisis that
could magnify small changes. Buit cha>s meant
‘that such points were everywshare They were
pervasive,”

These and many other passages reveal a
striking resemblance between certain aspects

of chaos theory and dialectics. Yet the most
incredible thing is that most of the pioneers of
“chaos’ seem to have not the slightest knowle-
dge not only »f the writings of Marx and Engels,
but even of Hegel! In one sense, this provides
even more striking confirmation of the correct-
ness of dialectical materfalism. But in another,
it is a [rustrating thought that the absence of
an adequate philosophical framework and met-
hodology has been denied to science needlessly
and {or such a long time,

For 300 years, physics was based on linear
systems. The name linear refers to the fact
that if you plot such an equation on a graph,
it emerges as a straight line. Indeed, much of
nature appears to work precisely in this way.
This is why classical mechanics Is able to des-
cribe It adequately. However, much of nature
{s not linear, and cannot be understood through
linear systems. The brain certainly does not
function In a linear manner, nor does the eco-
nomy, with its chaotic cycle of booms and
slumps. A non-linear equation Is not expre-
ssed In a stralght line, but takes into account
the irregular, contradictory and frequently cha-
otic nature of reality,

“All this makes me feel very unhappy about
cosmologists who tell us they’'ve got the origins
ol the Universe pretty well wrapped up, except
for the first millisecond or so of the Big Bang.
And with politicians who assure us that not
only is a solid dose of monetarism going to be
good for us, but they're so certain about it that
a few million unemployed must be just a minor
hiccup. The mathamatical ecologist Robert May
voiced similar sentiments in 1976. Not oanly
in research, but in the everyday world of poli-
tics and economics, we would all be better off
if more people realised that simple systems do
not necessarily possess simple dynamical pro-
perties ‘"

The problems of modern science couid be
overcome far more easily by adopting a consci-
ous (as opposed to an unconscious, haphazard,
empirical) dialectical method. It is clear that
the general philosophlcal implications of chaos
theory are disputed by its scieatists. Gileick
quotes Ford, “a self-proclalmed evangelist of
chaos' as saying that chaos means “systems
jliberated to randomly explore their every dyaa-
mic possibility .. Others refer to apparently
random systems. Perhaps the best definition
comes from Jensen, a theoretical physicist at
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Kerala: First State Conference of
Democratic Women’s Organisation

The First State Conference of Democratic
Women's Organisation of Kerala was success-
fully held on 28, 29 December at Thrissur, In
the inaugural rally held at Thrissur hundreds of
women activists from different parts of the state
participated. The well attended public meeting
was Inaugurated by com P. C. Unnichekkan, se-
cretary, state committee of CPI (ML) Red Flag
and presided by com.P.D Mary, president, DWO,

The delegate sesslon started later was
attended by 70 delegates from all districts of
Kerala. Delegate session was inaugurated by
com P.J. Baby who called for pbullding up a
militant and broad women’s movement. The
sesslon was led by a presidium comprising comr-
ades P.D. Mary, Valsa teacher and Advocate
T. B. Minl, with a steering committee of Sinimol,
Rajan! and Beena.

The draft programme and constitution pre-
sented by com T.B Min! was adopted after
tong discussion including a fes anzandmnents
moved by the delegates Comn P.D, Mary pre-
sented the organisational report which was
also adopted after thorough discussion. This re-

port pointed out the numetous struggles led by
DWO against women’s oppression and state poli-
cles The delegate session adopted resolutlons
calling for imnedilate adoptlon of the women's
reservation bill providing 33% reservation to
all elected bodies up to Lok Sabha, against
sex-tourism, demandIng action against all hig-
her-ups lnvolved in numerous sex rackets that
took place in the state, condemning imperlalist
aggresslon against Iraq, against insurance regul-
atory and patent amendment bills, demand-
ing scrapping of liberalisation-globallsation
policies, protesting against communal attacks
by Sangh Parivar, against DPEP like policies
fn the education sector, and against price-rise.

In the evenilng of 29th com. Mohan Das,
president, Janakeeya Kala Sahitya Vedi gave a
talk on ‘“‘contemporary soclal cultural situation
and tasks of the women’s movement " Following
this a 21 mznber state comnittze was elected
with comn P. D, Mary as aresident, Valsa teacher
as vice-president and T. B. Mi1i as secretary.

In the concluding session representative-
of all class and mass organisations snoke gree

Yale, who defines “chaos” as ‘‘the irregular,
unpredictable behaviour of deterministic, non-
linear dynamical systems.

Rather than elevate randomness to a princi-
ple of nature as Ford seems to do, the new
science does the opposite: it shows irrefutably
that processes that were considered to be
rindom are nevertheless driven by an underlying
determinism—nat the crude mechanical deter-
minism of the 18th century but dlalectical
determinism.

Some of the claims belng made for the new
science are very grand, and with the refinement
and development of methods and techniques,
may well prove true., Some of its expanents go
so far as to say that the 20th century will be
known for three things: relativity, quantum
mechanlcs and chaos Albert Einstein, although
one of the founders of quantum theory, was
never reconciled to the idea of a non- determini-
stic universe. In a letter to the physicist Nells

Bohr, he insisted that “God does not play
dice.” Chaos theory has not only shown Einstein
to be correct on this point, but even In its infa-
ncy, it Is a brilliant conflrmation of the funda-
mental world view put forward by Marx and
Engels over a hundred years ago.

It is really astonishing that so many of the
advocates of chaos thzory, wh> are iattempt-
ing to break with the stultifying ‘“linear’” meth-
odology and work out a new ‘‘non-Ilinear” math-
ematics, which i1s more in consonance with the
turbulent reality of ever - changing nature, appear
to be completely unaware of the only genuine
revolution in logic in two mlllennia—the diale-
ctical loglc elaborated by Hegel, and subseq-
uently perfected on a scientific and materialist
basis by Marx and Engels. How nany errors,
blind alleys and crises in science could have
been avoided if scieatists had been equipped
with a methodology which gznuinely reflects the
dynamic reality of nature, instead of confli-
cting with it at every turn! °
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ting the Conference. The successful holding of
the First Conference was a clear manifestation
of the growth of :DWO fighting against all erro-
neous trends and uncompromlisingly struggling
for women's basic and Irmediate issues as part
of the revolutionary movement.

Protest campaign against US
aggression on lraq

Protest campaign against US and UK aggr-
esslon against larq Is continuing In the state.
On 30'December a well- attended protest meet-
Ing was crganised '‘at Thrissur by Jarskeeya
Kala Sahityavedi with large rumber of cultural
activists and writers participating. I[n diierent
parts of Ernakulem district public meetirgs
were organised during 'last week of December
and beginning of' January. CPl (ML) Red Flag
Kannur: Kasarged district committee organised
a political campaign jatha {ocussing on prsent
politicel issues ircluding US aggression against
Iraq .Tle campeignis still cortiruirg attackirg
the contirving aggressive acts ot US imperialism
against Iraqi people

Campaign against DPEP

Yuvejanavedi and Kerala Vidyarthi Sargh-
atana (KVS) are spearheadirg the attack aga-
inst DPEF scheme sponsored under World Back
dictates. This campaign is attracting the
support of large number of guardians and teach-
ers. Urder the initiative of youth and student
organisations ‘'Education Frotectlon Committe-
es'‘ are formed in all districts. They are co-
ordinaled at district and state level also. While
this campaign has put the LDF government on
defensive, leaders of the UDF parties includirg
Corgress leaders are compelled to state that
it was a mistcke to initiate it under UDF regime,
Yuvajanavedi & KVS are demanding scrapping
of DPEP scheme.

Adivasis maxch to Assembly
on land issue

Hundreds of adivasis ard masses participated
in the Feople’s march to Kerala Assembly on
22nd Janvary in crder to protest ihe renewed
move of the ruling left front to amend the
Adivasi land bill passed by the Assembly during
1975. The march was led by Forum for prot-
ectlon of Adivasi land and it was inaugurated
by CPl (ML) leader Com. M. Slvasankaran.

Eventhough the Kerala Assembly unanimo-

usly passed two years ago a bili amending the
original adivasi land act of 1975 the president
refused to accord assent to the bill ard returned
it. Now the rulirg front and opposition led by
Cong. (l) have conspired once agalin to bring out
another amended act. As the amended act was
intended to negate the right of adivasls upon
the land allenated most ot the adivasi organi-
sations including ‘Forum for protection of adivasl
land’ led struggles against it.

This time also the Govt. and Opposltlon are
band.in glove tol make another land so that it
can be used to perpetuate the -alienation of
adivasi land, . . '

It has against this fresh more that the
march was crganiced and it was atterded by
hundreds of people i

Karnataka: »r
Farmers atteck Hegce's house-

Bargalcre residence of Urion Comnerce
Minister Farr:kruhna Hegde was attacked by the
protest raly of silk farmers from all over Karnat-
aka. The new import-export policy of Vajpayee
government piloted by Hegde has ruined the silk
farmers as silk cocoons are imported unlimite -
dly under it. Confronting police lathi charge
thousands of farmers marched towards Raj Bha~
van and later Vidhan Satha. Neither lathi
charga nor tear gas shells could stop them.
This militant protest march was an expression
of the bitter hatred towards Vajpayee govern-
ment which is ruirirg  the peasarnt masses in the
interest of its imperialist masters,

TN: Dharna before US Consulate

Severelv condemnirg the criminal aggre-
ssion ¢f LS ard British im perialists against Iraq,
CP} (ML) Red Flag Cherrai district committee
organised a dkarna in frort of US Corsulate at
Chennai on 21 Cecermber raising militant slogans
roundly conden ning the aggressors ard decliar-
irg solidarity with Iraqgi people Comrades
Neendapayanam Sundaram, L, Govindswamy and
T. Chilappathikaram addressed the dharna.

The speakers criticised that condemnation
of this aggression by Vajpayee goverrment was
only for namesake exposing its comprador cha-
racter, The iwperialists led by US imperialism
is attackirg the Asian- Africar Latin American
people for iIntensifying their plunder, Progre-
ssive democratic forces should laurch consistent
struggle against Iimperialist system as a whole

~ard US imgeriallsm in particular,
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Press Statement

Fight Intensifying Neocolonisation
And Growing Threat of Communal Fascism

i, Today our motherland is confronting.;fwo:
g{ave threats, On the one hand the privatisatibh-!
Iberalisation-globalisation policies speeded. mp
under dictates of IMF-World Bank-WTO irlo Is
devastating the country. It is making the rich
richer and the poor pogrer while MNCs_ and
4mperlalist agéncles ave plundering the cdu'r:trg'l.
The amendments to 1970 Indian Patent Act'and
privatisation of insurance sector alongwith sell-
ing . pway of :Public Sector Undertakigs carried
forward by Vajpayee government is enslaving
the country. Prices of essential commodities are
soaring .up. .Unemployment Is increasing, Num-
ber of people under poverty line Is l‘rjcreasr'l;l‘g.'

On the other hand, with the coming to po-
wer of Vajpayee government Sangh Parivar and
Shiv Sena like forces have Intensified their
communal fascist acts, . Minorities are
attacked. Democratic'voices are, stiffled, Cul-
tural creations are coming under attack. Cin-
emas and paintings are attacked on flimsy gro-
unds. Even cricket pitches are vandalised to
prevent tour of Pakistan cricket team. These

Bhopal: Seminar on

Bhopal committee of CPI (ML) Red Flag'
organised a seminar on Communist Manifesto'on
9.danuary. Addressing the seminar com, Ki'N,
Ramachandran, all India secretary, CPI (ML)
Red Flag, pointed out that the teachings of
Communist Manifesto are very relevant today
also when the capitalist imperialist system' |s
immensed in a general crisis and is launching
fierce attacks on world people. Against thlis
ruling system people all over the world are :agi-
tating, revolting, Learaing from the Manifesto
and developing Marxist-Leninist teachings acc-
ording to present concrete conditlons both at
infernational level and in our country, the pro-
letarian revolutionary movement should be
carrled forward.

: Com. M. B. Singh, general secretary of the
Nepal Communlst Party (Mashal) called for

par ) O L BT e R S ek
areé calculated moves to divide the people, des~

‘troy: al] democratic values, and to disintegrate

the country for imperialist masters. :

While the communal fascists are engaging
lq‘ %Ile se. potorious acts Congress.is collaborating
with‘them- as In the case, of demolition of Babri
Masjid. Neither the other ruling class parties
nor the Left Front led by CPI (M) ,and CPI are
ready to reject liberalisation, demand gquitting
of WTO, and to mobllise the secular democratic
forces on an anti-Iimperlalist anti feudal demo-
cratic programme.

It 1is'in'this context CPI (ML) Red Fla'g.h}c;s
taken initiative to bring togother six revolu-
tlonary, and left organisations on a demoacratic
platform. We call upon all progressive, secular,
democratic forces to come togother to launch
a determined struggle against neocolonlsation
and communal fascism.

" Secretary,
C. P. | (ML) Red Flag.

Communist Manifesto

international solidarity among Marxist-Leninist
forces to overthrow the capitalist inperlalist’
system. Com. G S Srivastava, a veteran
co nmunist, criticised the class-collaborationist
policies of institutlonalised left and called for
class war for Itberation of mankind.

Prof. Nazarath Bano Rohi called for, unity,
of all left forces agalnst growing threats from
commnunal fascist forces Com. Iswar Singh
Dost put forward the necessity for developing
Marxist-Leninist understanding according to
present conditions and taking lessons (rom the
negitive experiences of the past A serious
self-Introspection by the whole left movement
is needed.

Dr. A S Thomar, Secretary, Bhopal comml-
ttee of CPI (ML, Red Flag presided.

— - _
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Oppose Patent Amendment .Of_dinance '

The ordinarce issued by Vajpayee govern-
ment 10 énerd the 1970 Irdian Patent Act by-
passing ihe parlianert ard state assemblies s
yet arother acticn 1o surrercer the interests
of Indian people to WTO cenditioralities, Like
the signing of GATT treaty and becoming
member ol WTO, this vital question of amend-
Ing Indlan Patent Act Is done through this
ordinance raj when vast majority of the people
all over the country have repeatedly expressed
their stern opposition to it,

This patents Amendments providing exclu-
slve marketing rights (EMRs) to MNCs who are
having patent rights of almost everything, s

Orissa:

On 2nd Decenber peasarts ard ecricultvral
workers, students ard ycuth glerzced the
residential otfice of district collectcr of Ebacrak
for more than 11 hours demardirg Immediate
action against Jathra parties arnd thelr sgents
who are fleecing the villegers durirg harvest
time. Instead of an entertairment, these
dJathras have become a means to exploit. Large
number of people participated in this dharna
which turred: in to gherao. It was lilted only
other assurance frcm the collecicr that recess—
ary action will te teken ard discussicn will be
held with represertatives of CPI (ML) Red Flag
district conmittee on this matter.

The Decen.ber 11 All India Hartal turned In

goira to severely affect agriculture, ‘Industiy
and all realrs of life-of the people’ adversely,
Itis an cutend cut arti-na'ticral step. It ‘is
vet another raked euirendér ‘1o imperialist
Interests, by Indian ruling - classes and 'BJP like
parties.  This ordirance exposes the sham
‘Swadeshl’ of the Hindutua forces.

We "appeal ta. all progressive democratic
forces to oppose this anti- national patents
Amendment Act. .

Secretary,
CPI (ML) Red Flag.

Mass movements in Bhadrak district

to a bandh in Bhadrak district. CPI (ML) Red
Flag played leading role in the campaign pro-
ceeding the bandh. The slogans put forward
by the party was propagated well through village
to village meetings, mike anrouncements in all
market areas, and through good campaign in
Bhadrak town. There was warm response from
people.. '

Under the banner of peasant organisation a
movement is Initiated in the district demanding
higher procurement price for paddy. As part
of the campaign at some places roads were
blocked and meetings were held. District admi-
nistration was approached to demand acceptance
of higher procurement prices. .
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