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Press Statement

Rout of BJP in assembly elections

The overwhelming defeat of BJp in the
elections to Rajastan, Delhi and MP assemblies
categorically show that economic Issues got
paramount importance before the people. The
sufiocatlng price-rise and Impoverisation as a
result of liberalisation - globalisation policies
became crucial questions. That the so-called
anti-in cumbency factor did not work in MP in
spite of the anti-people rule of Congress there
show that people have started realising that
Centre's economic policies are mainly responsible
for the intensifying crisis. Alongwith this the
frantic communalisation polictes and attacks on

minorities by Sangh Parivar have led to the rout
of the BIR:

The electlons were held at a time when
liberalisation ~ globalisation policies are being
nastily_ carried . forward “mortgaging people’s
nterests, and when the Sangh Parivar is intensi-
fving fascicisatian in all fields to Lelp the neo-
colonisation. So while the defeat of BJP is a
very welcome factor, the Congress victory is not
going to change the situation basically Because,
it is the Congress which in continuation to lits
antl - people policies pursued during the four
decades in power launched the ‘New Economic

Policies’ at the dictates of IMF - World Bank.
It was same Rao government which colluded
with Sangh Parivar to demolish Babri Masijld,
Agaln It was Congress which declared ‘Emer-
gency Rule’ in 1975 and initiated fascicisation of
the state machinery which it is justifving even
now. What BJP has done is to take these poli-
cles to their logical ends with an open communal
agenda gravely threatening the unity of the
country and all democratic rights. So in spite
of the claims of Congress, and the illusion crea-
ted by the LF led by CPI (M), Congress cannot
become an alternative to BJP in basic sense, The
change of governments in the states or at Ce-
ntre is not going to bring out any basic change.
What is required is a fundamental change in the
economic policies itself. It is these reactionary
economic policies of neocolonisation which
serve as the economic base'for fasciclsation,

What is required is a people’s alternative
combating Congress and the BJP which is wor—
king hard for inrensifying neocolanisation along-
with frantic communalisation moves.

New Delhi,

C.P.1 (M. Ly Red Flag
30-11-'98

Sidhartha Shankar Roy and Naxalites

Sidhartha Shankar Roy, thz Congress lea-
der, was the central minister in charge of W.
Bengal affairs during 1969 - 71 and then chief
minister during 1972 - 77. He has now told a
Bengali dally that he had no role inthe genocide
of Naxalites during 1969 to '72. He accuses CPI
(M) and a section of police for it,

It is a fact that CPI (M) saw Naxalites as
their enemles during those years and connived
with state administration iIn suppressing the
revolutionary movement. But the present utter-
ances of Sidhartha Shankar Roy is totally talse,

He is lying to cover-up his rale in the genocides
of those years including Barranagar killings and
the murder of thousands of CPI (ML) cadres
and leaders including comrades Charu Majumdar
and Saroj Dutta in police custody, He should
not be allowed to get away with such utter lies .
He should be exposed as the leader of the
kilier gangs of those years.

It Is the task of the progressive democratic
forces to mount pressure on the Jyoti Basu
government to order a time - bound full scale
enquiry into the state terror during 1969 - '72.
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EDITORIAL

Take Lessons From Past,
Prepare For Create Leaps in the New Millennium

/ The new year Is dawning posing great chall-
erges. And this new year Is different also. It
beralds the new millennium, bidding fareuwell to
the old. So it calls for a stock - taking of the
millennium to which we are bidding farewell to,
on the one hand. It also calls for preparing our-
selves to meet the challenges we are facing,
and to create leaps in the new millennium, on
the other.

The 20th century started with capitalism rea-
ching its highest and at the same time mortbund
stage, imperialism. Capitalist succeeded
in dividing the world among the Imperiallst
players. A ‘brave new world’ of imperialism
was forcasted. And the Imperialists started
wars at local and global level to  redivide the
world also. Colonialism became the instrument
for dominating and plundering the oppressed
natlons and people. Imperialism meant wars,
wars for exploitation and plunder.

But the forecasts of imperiallst ideologues
were shattered. Bolsheviks made history in
Russia. Taking lessons from Paris Commune the
proletariat led October Revolution to great vict-
ory. The world entered the era of, not only,
imperialism, but also proletarian revolutions to
overthrow it. The contradiction between Imperi-
allsm and socialism got concretised, The goals
of socialism and communism gave qualitatively
new orientation to the struggles of the oppre-
ssed nations and people agalnst imperialism,
and to those of the proletariat against monopoly
bourgeolsie in the imperialist countries. By the
middle of the century the struggle for demo-
cracy and socialism reached such developed
levels that it looked like “East Wind of Socialism
may prevall over West Wind of Imperialism”’.

Alongwith this mighty socialist advance,
the post World War 1l situation also witnessed
numerous moves by the imperlalist camp to
overcome the socialist challenge Imperialists
quickly and repeatedly transformed thelr tactics.

While developing its war machine and building
numerous military blocs to fight back revolut-
jonary advances, imperialist system propagated
illusions about creating welfare states under
class collaboratlon. In place of colonialism it
introduced neo colonialism, strengthening the
comprador states. In due course Imperialist
capital, market system and MNCs were promo-
ted to dominate everywhere. Insiead of fighting
this counter-revolutionary offensive, the Krush-
chevite leadership surrendered and preached
class collaborationist theories. Soon Sovlet
Unlon and East European countries started cha-
nging their colour. Proletarian dictatcrships
turned into bureaucratic bourgeois dictators-
hips.

Once again the proletarian forces made
valiant efforts to struggle against the negative
tide and to advance. The Comintern positions
were restated and carrled forward in the Great
Debate led by CPC agalnst CPSU leadership.
Cultural revolution in China and anti-Imperialist
advances in South East Asia gave rise to hopes
of advances In theoretical and practical fields.
But the sectarian trend dominating CPC In its
Nineth Congress and pragmatism domlnating
Vietnamese leadership slackened and then beat
back these advances. Remaining soclalist bast-
lons also were lost Soviet Union disintegrated.
Soclallst forces suffered a grave set-back, The:
imperialist camp celebrated it by declaring imp-
erialist system as the last chapter of history.
Like the ‘'brave new world’ declarations in the
beginning of the millennium, now as it reaches
I1ts end the imperialists are taiking about a ‘New
World Order’ where imperialism shall prevail for
ever, They are celebrating the hegemony of
imperiallst capltal and market system In aliber-
alised and globalised world.

This is one aspect of the present world
situation. We have to evaluate the experlences
of this century to take lessons from the mighty
advances as well as the grave setbacks. But there
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December 11 All India General Strike:
A Historic Step Forward

We extend revolutlonary greetings to the
many crores of organised and unorganised wor-
king class, agricultural workers, peasantry, youth,
students and other progressive sections who
made the December 11 general strike a historic
step {orward in the history of the left movement
o our country. In almost ten states stretching
from Kerala to Bihar to Manipur it turned more
or less Into a virtual bandh. In other states also
many mlillions of working class and other progr-

essive sections joined it. As a whole it became
the biggest expresslon of resistance of Indian
working class and other toliling milllons against
the liberalisation-globalisation policies. Even
compared to the two all Indla general strikes
and Bharat bandhs organised during 1992-94
period against Rao government’s so-called New
Economic Policies iwplemented at the dictates
of imperlalist agencies, this general strike was a
significant step forward. It has exposed the

1s also another aspect which demands the att-
entlon of th2 proletarian forces,

The world has changed in all respects in
this century. We are not where we started. In
spite of all setbacks today socialist forces are
there everywhere. World people are more poli-
tically conscious. They are challenging the ca-
pitalist-imperialist system, intensifying the gen-
eral crisls it is passing through. Democratic
movements, people’s upsurges and mighty revolts
are taking place everywhere forcing Suhartos to
disappear, and Pinochets to face trials. When
Clintons, symbolising the heinous phase to which
imperfalism has degenerated the ruling system,
launches aggressive assaults on defenceless
people of Irag, the world public opinion isolates
them, compels them to retreat. Itis proved
imperialism is not the answer. It is only an
-obstacle, It Is the most moribund stage to which
-capitalism has degenerated. It has to be
overthrown,.

Thus the challenges posed by the present
world situation and the response it demands
from the progressive forces everywhere are
clear. The Imperialists can boast that they could
survive this millennium, But the fighting people
with the proletariat leading them shall not allow
them to survive coming millennium. The new
<entury is golng to be a century of revolutions
for democracy and socialism,

We observed 1998 as the 150th Year of
Communist Manlifesto. During this year we tried
to the Mcrxist-Leninist banner higher fighting
against the Ideology of capitalist-imperialist sys-
tem Not only the old forces who persisted in

struggling against the ruling system, but many
new forces also joined this campaign to uphold
Marxist-Leninist positions. In this process the
contradiction between imperiallsm and forces of
socialism sharpened further, Also the contradi-
ctions between imperialism and people of neo-
colonies, as well as between the monopoly bour-
geoisie and proletariat in the imperialist count—
ries sharpened, These twelve months witnessed
mighty upsurges of people reflecting these gro-
wing contradictions. The heinous agaression
on Irag by US and UK and the growing resist-
ance to such barbarism sumbolises the present
situation well.

Within our country also, in December 11
general strike symbolised the growing people’s
opposition to theliberalisation-globlisation poli-
cies, the recent assembly elections marked the
serious reversals suffered by Hindutua forces.
There is an upsurge of people’s resentment
against the ruling system

The new year should be an opportunity 1o
consolidate these gains. The revoluticnary and
left forces should become capable of leading the
left masses- The task of reorganising CP1 (ML)
in to a Bolshevik Party with countrywide influe-
nce capable of leading coming people’s upsurges
is to be taken up as urgent task. These steps
calls for polarisation of all genuine Communists,
as well as polarisation of left and democratic
torces under their leadership. These moves shall
create the situation favourable for great leaps
n the coming millennium.

Let us herald the new year with this revolu-
tionary determination, o
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US Aggression Against Iraq:
A Declaration of War Against World People

The massive four day long aggressive bom-
bardments and rocket attacks by US and UK
against the defenceless people of Iraq calls for
severe condemnation by world people In this
attack which started on 17th December latest
electronic weapons including smart bombs, cruise
missiles and satelllite facilitles were utilised.
There was no previous warning or declaration
of war before Baghdad city and suburbs were
massively attacked, when the UN charter signed
by 185 countries including US and UK clearly
states that the member states ‘“‘are to refrain

from the threat or use of force against any
other state”. There was no declsion of Security
Councll also for such an action. [t was a uai-
lateral action carrled out by US imperlalism
and Its ally violating all international rules. Th-
rough such an action US imperialists have once
again demonstrated that they consider UN and
its Securlty Council only as their puppets.

This barbaric aggression was not supported
even by the Arab states who had supported US
aggression in 1991, Even Kuwalt distanced

hollowness of the claims of the ruling classes
and parties llke BJP and congress that liberali.
sation-globalisation policies have support of the
people. On the contrary, this strike proved that
the working class, other tolling sections and the
exploited majority are agalnst them. Even those
who supported it earlier are now turning against
these policies. December 11 proved the growth
of this people’s resistance.

The latest instances of sell-out of even
huge profit-earning PSUs, Insurance Regulatory
Authority Bill and BIll to amend Indian Patent
Act, to cite afew important government’s
actions, are proving how imperlalists are resor-
‘ting to arm-twisting of the Indian government,
how shamelessly the Vajpayee government is
surrendering before it, and how Congresstis
collaborating with it. Besides even the organised
working maases have started facing the grave
consequences of these policies They include
loss of jobs through various ways and cutting
down of real wages. At the same all areas of soci-
allife have come under neocolonisation. An Indo-
nesia like situation has not come still only be-
.cause the NEP was started later and India had a
fairly strong Infrastructure bullt up during Key-
‘nesian days, But the way liberalisation is pur-
-sued in a hurry, possibllities for such a situation
are Increasing fast. That Is why this general
strike got the support of many new sections.

While the neocolonisation is intensifying
and ruling classes und their political representa-
-tlves are working hard to perpetuate it the De-

cember 11 general strike clearly showed the
growing strength of the left and democratic
forces In our country. When CPI (M), CPI lead
erships repeat that left Influence in confined to
three states and that the left is not capable of
leading a people’s movement at all India level,
this general strike proved the hollowness of
such arguments. Even In elections to states like
MP Delhi and Rajastan where the CPI [M}, CPI
leaderships surrendered themselves fully to
congress and thereby lost all seats they had
earlier, and got the voting percentage reduced
by one-third, working masses energetically res-
ponded tao the strike call. Thatls, in spite of
repeated fallure on the part of CPl (M), CPI
like leadersphips, and their degeneration to
soclal democratlc positions, the streagth of left
masses are increasing. What is lacking is a lea- -
dership capable of giving them correct orienta-
tion, and of leading them forward, This is the
most important lesson of December 11 general.
strike.

We once agaln salute the working class and
other left and progresslve masses who made
this strike a phenomenal success. It may be re-
membered the biggest strike so far agalnst libe-
ralisation-globalisation not only in India, even at
international level also, considering the number
of workers participated in it. The revolutionary
and left forces should take proper lessons from it.
They should get themselves ready to give lead-
ership to these masses in coming days to lead
the anti-Imperlalist democratlc movement con—
sciously forward. ®
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Itself from this aggression. Arab League severelv
condemned it. Except for a handful of imperia-
list countries includirg Japan, Germany, Ausir-
alia and Canada alorgwith lIsrael, no other
governments suprorted this exhibiton of the law
jurgle. Qut cf live Security Council members,
three including Russia, China and France conde-
mned it and asked for its immediate halt. All
third world ccuntries opposed it. US and UK
were criticised and isolated by the cverwhelm-
ing majority of the UN members,

But still this aggression has taken place.
Many residential areas ard defence installations
of Iraq were destrcyed. Present reports talk
about mary thcusands of casualties with more
than thousand reople dead. Many civilian faci-
litles are also desticyed. In spite of all these
Clinton has arrcgantly stated that his aim is to
overthrow Saddam Hussaln. He has warned of
more actions.

This criminal assault on a sovereign country
was ordered by Clinton on the day of vote on his
impeachment was to take place. He was facing
charges” of cheatirg and betraying people’s
frust. To divert attention from it and If possible
to escare from it he ordered brute attacks on a
defenceless people killing or wounding thousa-
nds Including many children. Today he Is the
second president in US history agairst whom
Impeackment Is voted by House of Represent-
atives, Still he goes on threatening Iraq about
mcre aggressive acts to ‘‘teach Saddam a
lessen”. It shows the levels to which imperia-
list system has degenerated, how much barbaric
ard irhuman it has become. Clinton is a wor-
thy representative of this barbarlc system.

Clinton is  arrogantly barking that he is
Funishirg lraq for not allowing UN inspectors to
cetect ard destroy ‘weapons of mass destru-
ction® stockpiled by Saddam. But the UN weapon
inspectors under UNSCOM led by the Yankee
bastard Richard Butler is making inspections for
last 7 years utilising most advanced technolo-
gical equipments. Why Clinton or UN chlef
Anran is not announcing what are the findings
of this team? How long such a drama will be
staged against a sovereign country to prolong
economlic sanctiors? And now, by procuring a
false report jrom Butler US imperialists have
attacked Iraq egain. There Is no justification in
continuing UNSCOM and its present chlef But-
ler to violate the sovereignty of Iraq.

Clinton talks about weapons of mass dest-
ruction. He can lle a hundred times and may still
get away protected by US administration, Pent-
agon and the media. But he cannot escape from
world public opinion, even from public opinion
in US. Who used weapons of mass destruction
repeatedly, and who has amassed it In fearsome
quantities? Only US imperialists have so far
used, two nuclear bomrbs over Hiroshira and
Nagasakl, killing and destroying the life of many
lakhs. Many more lakhs are still sufferirg for
it. US has the biggest stockpile of most dest-
ructive ruclear bombs—17,000 or more, It has
the biggest stockpile of chemical and biological
weapons. 1t used them unscrupulously in Viet-
nam ard Kempuchea In the 1970s killing tens of
.thoysands, Still people in those regions are
suffering [rom the after-effects. It is not Iraq,
it is US which s the enemy of world people. and
Clinton is the most hated war-criminal.

Clirton talks about peace in west Asia. Who
destroyed the peace in this regior? It is US and
UK by creating Israel, a contribution to Zionists.
For creatirg Israel imperialists mace the uhole
Palestinians refugees. For the last five decades
it'is Israel and the imperialists led by US. impe-
rialism who are nekedly backing its aggressive
Zlonist policies who made West Asia an area of
violence, a Kkilling fleld. Again it is US and its
allles which are promoting rivalries and arms-
race In this region to maintain their hegemaoney
for plundering the oil wealth of the region. How
many times Israel has openly violated UN and
Security Council decisions? Israel has equipped
itsell with most deadly weapons including nu-
clear devices and chemical.biological weapons.
Has any action ever laken againist it? So it is
Clinton and company who have made West Asia
an area of violence, a killing field.

Clinton and Blalr talk about Saddam ama-
ssing weapons of mass destruction, But who
are the biggest merchants of death, mer-
chants to deadly weapons? They are rore else
than US'and UK. Out of the § 800 billions
spent up by 185 UN members. For defence
that is for military expenditure, $ 625 billions
are spent by US alone, This four day attack
Itself was a theatre to test the latest weapons
by these two imperialist countries. A fleld test
to attract buyers. Clintons and Blairs are the
worst enemies of world people, and war
criminals.

(Contd. P. 12)
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K. N. Ramachandran

Indian Political Situation After Elections to
Four State Assemblies

The rout of BJP in the elections to the four
state assemblies is a very significant develop-
ment. It was a good reflection of people's anger
against a party running the Central government
which led to unprecedented price-rise and imp-
overisation of the masses In all respects. It was
also a rebuff to the frantic communalisation
policies of Sangh Parivar, and the threat it po-
ces to minorities and all democratic secular
values. All the progressive forces have contri-
buted in exposing the BJP-led government and
in Inflicting this crushing defeat. That, in this
election campaign, not only the state affairs but
policies of Central government also became a
major factor Is now clear. The so-called antl In-
cumbency factor did not become the determining
factor In MP where the Digvijay Singh govern-
ment of Congress had created a new record in
corruption and anti-people policies. There also
BJP falled to make gains. These election results,
in the main, represented a negative vote against
the consequences of liberalisation-alobalisation
policies as well as the hectic communalisation
policies pursued by the Vajpayee government
and the Sangh Parivar whom [t serves. Itis a
positive development.

Congress gains

Though Congress lost miserably in Mizoram
where it was in power, Its victory in Rajastan,
Delhi and MP has given it a boost. Its leadership
is trying to project it as a positive vote for Con-
gress. Based on this victory Sania Gandhl Is
claiming that Congress car. come to power onits
own strength at Centre In next elections. Con-
trary to the expectations of CPI1 (M) and its LF
allies, and of other former UF parties, and In
spite of their repeated appeals, Congress is not
in a hurry for toppling the Vajpayee government.
On the other hand, It did not participate or
support the December 11 all India general strike.
At the same time 1t is collaborating with Vaj-
payee government to implement numerous IME-
World Bank dictated policies. It Is supporting
entry of MNCs in more sectors. 1t is colluding
in passing the Insurance Regulatory Authority
bill and amendments to Indian Patent Act as per

WTO conditionalities. In spite of minor differ~
ences occasionally expressed, Congress will not
hesitate to support if Vajpayee government
goes ahead to sign CTBT in its present form
also. That is Congress leadership would like if
this government completes the implementatlon
of these manifestedly anti- people policies, be-
fore it falls due to its own inner-contradictions.
By that time it hopes to settle its own organi-
sational problems and make itself capable of
fighting next general elections on its own steam.
As a party which still  justifies its emergency
rule, and its collaboration in demolishing Babri
Masijid, it is not ina hurry to topple Vajpayee
government until it can ccire to power on its
own strength. As the ‘grand old party’ of Indian
ruling classes, Conaress |Is very clear about its
future agenda. That, it is such a reactionary
ruling class party which is getling benefitted
from the negative votes against Vajpayee gove-
rnment is an Importent matter which deserves
the attentlon of progressive forces.

Ruling class agenda

Compared to most of the other neocolonies,
the ruling classes in India are more developed
and experienced. In the early 1960s itself, when’
the question “‘after Nehru, who” was being:
hotly debated, they had encouraged launching:
of ‘Swatantra Party' and promotion of a two-
party system In the western style, So far they:
had not succeeded since the social contradicti-
ons had developed in ways contrary to the
expectations of theruling classes. Possiblities for
a left alternative had powerfully come-up'in the
1970s and 1980s and even later in place of the
Congress which was continuously degenerating.
But the CPI (M) led LF which went on degen-
erating to soclal democratic positions and which
was satisfied with playing power games within
bourgeols politics never tried to put forward
such a programmatic independent left alterna=
tive forward. The two UF governments formed
with Its support in elfect became only a benami
for Congress, BJP could come to power in such
a situation.
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Now the ruling classes are trying to per-
petuate this situation by promoting a two-parly
or two alliances led by Congress and BJP SYys-
tem. The ruling class theoreticians and Congress-
BJP leaderships are utilising the post-assembly
election situatlon for this purpose. Congress
Is consciously avoiding toppling of Vajpayee
government in order to weaken the LF and
former UF parties who are in a hurry for it, so
that it can come to power mainly on its own
strength. BJP is also playing the game in this
dlrection.

What should be the left agenda?

Congress implementing the comprador
tuling class programme had started getting is-
olated from people soon after the transfer of
power In 1947. Two decades laler Itiost elect-
lons to most states andreducedtoathin majority
in Lok Sabha, But the left could not utilise this
situation. CPI leadership was satisfied in joining
any government In states for getting ministerial
berths in most opportunistic ways even joining
hands with Jan Sangh Though CPI (M) restri-
cted itselt to supporting these governments
from outside, In Bengal and Kerala where 1t
came to power as major partner of ruling allia-
nce, it was satisfied by remaining within the
frame.work of ruling class politics. It was against
this degeneration of CPl and CP! (M), the
CPi (ML) emerged. Though it succeeded in
bringing forward once again the slogan of dem-
ocratic revolution, due to its sectarian tactical
line it got Isolated from the masses and failed
to lead the left masses At this critical juncture
Congress splitted and there was a significant
opportunity for allround left assertion. But
CPI-CPI (M) came to the help of Indira Gandhi
faction and helped it to come up as the saviour
in 1971 elections. Thus the left worked against
its own interests. Again when Indira regime de-
clared emergency the left failed to mobilise the
masses un a democratic platform, in spite of
the great sacrifices of CP1 (ML) sections during
this period. In the absence of such an indep-
endent left initiative, the rightists benefitted and
came to power under Janatha Party banner.

In the post-emergency vears there were
mighty strike-struggles and mass upsurges all
over the country. Instead of coming to their
leadership CPI, CPI (M) and the rightist trend
among M-L-factions tailed behind or compro-
mised with the Janatha raj. When Janatha regime

fell due to its own inner contradictions, and the
left was far from providing an alternative the
Congress easily came back to power. The same
story was repeated allthrough 1980s. Andin the
1989 elections when the LF joined the anti-Con-
gress move with BJP, to its own opportunistic
vositions LF failed to gain, while BJP scored
fantastic gains. This opportunist policy of LF
became one of the important factors for BJP
geining strength.

The beginning of 1990s witnessed further
degeneration of CPI] (M) and LF to social demo-
cratic positions in the background of collapse of
Soviet Unlon and ‘market socialism’ fully domi-
nating Chinese party. Though they took lead in
mobilising all India strlkes and Bharat bandhs
2galnst the privatisation-liberalisation-globali—
sation policies [uitlated by Rao government at
the behest of Imperialist agencies, they started
<compromising with these policies, as they them—
selves came under the influence of market
system. They never tried to put forward an alte-
tnative agenda against these imperialist dictated
policles. After 1996 elections both Congress and
BJP were not In position Lo form a government.
The LF took initiative to form the UF govern-
ment. But the Common Minimum Programme
{CMP) it adopted was basically not different
from Congress agenda. UF governments imple -
mented the NEP more speedily, At the same
time it shelved even dicision on minimum wage
of agricultural workers, and such reformist items
in CMP. It is the negative votes against Con-
gress and UF governments which  helped the
BJP to power follow ng 1998 elections,

As the CPIl (M), CPI have degenerated as
social democratic parties they are not ready to
analyse the experiences of thes: three decades.
in their 16 and 17 congresses held recently the
maximum they could decide was that Congress
should take lead in toppling BJP regime with
their help. Their UF or third alternative concept
is still a repetition of ald UF, It is in this situ-
ation the ruling classes and BJP - Congress ase
becoming bold enough to boast about a two-
party system to run the comprador ruling sys-
tem. Aay hope about CPI (M), CP| leaderships
or the LF giving leadership to a left alternative
capable of mobilising the left democratic masces
based on an anti-imperialist democratic pro-
gramme shall remain only an illusion.

Today Sangh Parivar and the threat it is
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IRA and Amendments of Indian Patent Act:
Whom they serve?

The Insurance Regulatory Authorlty {IRA)
allowing 40 percent foreign and NRI equity in
Insurance sector and Amendments to Indian
Patent Act pushed through by Vajpayee jovern-
ment with active collaboration by Congress show
how the BJP-led coalition and Congress are eng-
aged in nakedly selling out all vital interests of
our country. These two steps expose the real
nature of liberalisation- globalisation policles.

Opening Insurance sector

While allowing privatisation and 40% foreign
-equity in Insurance sector Its protagonists are
covering-up many vital factors. Like all other
sectors in US from where BJP and Congress lea-
derships get inspiration insurance sector is also
highly speculative. The report of US Congres-
sional Committee appointed after collapse of

many insurance companies making the entires a-
vings of huge sections simply disappear Itself
was ‘‘Failed Promises.” According to it between
1970 and 1990, 420 insurance companles collap-
sed, 370 of them seeklng insolvency. This record
of speculative insurance companjes in US and
other iinperialist countries should have been an
eye-opener forus., Besides, by allowing foreign
equip doors are opened for the MNCs and FFls
(Forein Financlal [nvestors) to take away huge
profits, that is to take away huge sums from
the earnings of Indian people. Itis to get this
fucrative sector opened the MNCs and FFis are
exerting pressure through WTO. Though the
finance minjster tatks about not disturbing the
LIC and other government controlled insurance
corparations, it is not difficult to understand that
once privatisation and foreign equity is allowed,
these corporations will also get mortgaged soon.

posing to Indlan polity Is undoubtedly the most
serious danger. Exposing thls threat, fighting
against it and defeating it has bzcome the most
important task before the left and revolutionary
forces. But this task cannot be seen in isolation.
In india as well as in other neocolonies religious
fundamantalist forces, racists, and other secta-
rian forces are utilised by imperialism for mis-
leading the people, for dividing them, and for
creating favourable situation to Impose its neo-
calonisation. They are utiliscd as cover to fas-
cicise the state machinery also.

So, Vajpayze government can be exposed
and Sangh Parivar can be defeated only by
-combining the struggle against communalisation
and the fascist threats from these Hindutua
forces with the struggle against neocolonisation,
History has proved that Congress cannot lead
the struggle on both these fronts, While it com--
promises with communalism, it is competing with
BJP as the chlef promoter of liberalisation po.
licies. Supporting Congress is not the solution
to fight BJP and the Hindutua forces it repre-

sent

The revolutionary and left forces with an
antl.imperialist democratic programme should
come forward to provide leadership to the left

masses and all progressive democratic sectlons
all over the country. Oaly in this way a polari-
sation against bath com nunalisation and neo-
colonisation can take place, They should be
capable of mobilising all the popular discontent
against the ruling classes by utilising all forms
of struggle,

This task pases a challenge before all sect-
jons claiming the Naixalbari or CPI (ML) tradi-
tion. Those who call for a “lelit confederation
with CPI (M) and CPI like forces”, as well as
those who still pursue sectarian lines isolated
from social reality should rethink about their
positions The revoalutionary aand left forces
should strive hard to come to the leadzership of
the left masses, the strenagth of whom was once
again proved in Decem»er 11 general strike, win
over all progressive sections in this process, and
launch countrywide anti-state movements with
the perspective of New Democratic Revolution
as our goal The antl imperialist demacratic pro-
gramme should be fiemly put forward in this
way all sections of people coming forward
against the ruling system, against communalist
and fascistic BJP and agalnst reactlonary Con-
gress should be mobillsed around this left
alternative. Thhis is the lessons to be drawn from
the results of the recent assembly elections and
the December 11 general strike.
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Struggle against Terminator Gene seeds

Against the Terminator gene seeds beirg
tested ard merketed ir India by Morsanto and
its atfiliate Mahyco (Maharashira Hybrid Seed
Ccrmrpany) utllising the jolntly patented Termi-
nator Gere owned by LS Department of Agri-
culture ard rmultinational seed ccmrpany Delta
ard Pirelerd the peasants In Karnatzka are In
struggle. AP geasants hzve also joired the
movements.

Peasants urder the leadership of KRRS
(Karrataka Rajya Raitha Sangha) and KCSS
(Raitha Coolie Sangrama Samithi) destroyed the
cotten crop in Sirdharur Taluk of Raichur dist-
rict where genetically ergireered Bollygard or
Et cotton seeds were being 1ested Hurndreds of
Feasart ectivisis urder the leadership of Prof.
Darjurda Swany (KRESy ard Cem. D H. Poojar
(RCSE) parlicipated. After uprooting the plants
they were made heaps ard buined after soakirg
with petrol.

Contrary to the huge advertisemrents plan-
ted by Monsanto in big newspapers and the pro-
peganda made by hired agents in the media
Monsanto, with the merger of Cargill and pro-
posed purchase of Delta and Pineland, the seed
company ownirg patent of Terminator Gene

with US DA, has become the biggest seed MNC
and It 1s conducting field - trials of Bt Cotton
and other genetically engineered seeds with
Terminator gene in India urder orders signed by
the Department of Blotechnology in a covert
way, It is suspected that these gentically eng-
ineered seeds beirg utiliced in large scale by
farmers ol Meharashtra, AP, Katnztoka and TN
are responsible lor failure to germinate fuily
and the yields going down to 35 -~ 45% Seeds
marketed by Mahyco and Australian. Pro Agro
and largely used in these areas have played vill-
alnous role In the suicide of hundreds ot far—
mers last season.  Atleast It was cne of the
reasons for these suicides. In this situation,
the agreement sigred by Vajpayee goverrment
with Monsanto ard {ieid trials allcwed by DBT
goes 2gainst the irterest of the courtry,

The DBT gave permission to Monsanto and
Mahyco for field trials even without notifying
state goverrments which sre supposed to be
primerily responsible for development of agri-
culture. They came to krow akout these field
trials only after the peasant agitation. AP gov-
ernment  has row ordered closing of all field
trials in agricultural areas following the agitat-
len. But trials in areas owned by agricultural

Amendments to Indian Patent Act

Earlier these amendents were passed by Lok
Sabha In 1995 during Rao regime and then allo-
wed to lapse under intense popular pressure and
dissensions among its supporters.. As a develo-
ping country under entitled exemptions Indla
has to adopt WTO patent rules only by 2000 and
introduce product patent in place of present
process patent for drugs and pharmaceuticals
only by 2005. To bypass this exemption, WTO
has an article 70 8 wahich insists that all memb-
ers should start receiving applications for product
patent from January 1, 1995, and thatthese app.
licant would enjoy special privilage of “exclusive
marketing rights” (EMRs) in the intervening peri-
od. This article goes against the Indian Patent
Act and imposes stringent royalty and other
conditionalities of patent holders.

We had pointed out at the time of debate

about Dunkel Proposals, at the time of signing
GATT treaty, and while Rao government making
the country a member of WTO, that how this is
going to enslave our country in all respects, how
It Is going to ruln Indian enterprises, PSUs and
devaste the country and pecple. Whatever we
sald is becoming clearer and proved in practice
now,  With the present amendments, patent
holders (who are almost fully from Imperialist
cauntries) are given permission to loot the coun-
try much before stipulated 2005. BJP-led gov-
ernment and Congress are acting together to
fulfill imperialist demands.

. A major agitation against Insurance Regula-
tory Act and Amendments to Indian Patent Act
is to be launched, there by strengthening the
demand for quitting WTO. Our country cannot
be saved from Imperialist strangulation without
quitting WTO and scrapping liberalisation globa-
lisation policies. The polarisation of left demo-
cratic forces should be made around this slogan.
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Terminator Gene and Gail Omvedt

Gall Omvedt (GO)finds it hard to “appreciate
the horror felt about the ‘Terminator Gene’ or
to understand what is so dangercus about gen-
etic manipulation to prevent reproduction’” (Hin-
du, 14 Dec.). So she demands that the farmers
and MNCs should be allowed to settle this ques-
tion between themselves. She ridicules all who
are organising agitations against Monsanto and
Mahyco as hypocrats. The only difference of
this avatar of GO from her earlier agvatars for
defending GATT treaty and liberalisation-global-
satlon is that this time she has omitted claiming
that Monsanto's entry with terminator seeds
shail help dalits, adivasis and women in their
fight against Brahmanism. Otherwise the style
and rhetoric are the same.

The problem with bourgeois intellectuals
like GO who have sold out their journalistic int-
ellectual faculties to imperialists is that they do
not feel responsible to defend or justify the sta-
tements they go on making utilising the vast me-
dla coverage at their disposal, when the evil co-
nsequences of the policies they propagate beco-
me evident later. Take for example the liberali-
sation-globalisation and GATT treaty. They are
part of the moretarist policies which are now
devastating the people of the neocolonies and
working class of imperiallst countries. Under,

universities are continulng. But Karnataka and
Maharashtra governments have not taken any
action so far. RCSS has announced that it will
continue agitation against Terminator Gene
seeds, as well as against MNCs manipulation of
the seed sector for, Imposing their hegemony in
agricultural sector.

At the same time Moasantolis expanding its
activities in India. It has set - up a joint ven-
ture with EID Parry (India) Ltd or EPIL for
developing, producing and commercialising seeds,
including biotech seeds in India. The foreign
Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) has given
permission for this. All these actlons show
that Monsanto is entering the country in a big
way. A countrywide agitation is called for aga-
inst the entry of MNCs in the agrarian sector.
and the manipulations going on to make Indlan
agriculture a captive of MNCs and international
market system.

these policies working class is thrown out of jobs,
peasants are committing suvicides, agricultural
workers are impoverished, women and children
are more cppressed, dalits-adivasis- oppressed
masses are further exploited,ecologyis destroyed,
and the country is getting devastated with even
formally existing democraticrights and welfare
measures disappearing. The country is caught
in the whirlpool of unprecedented allround crisis,
GO is silent on these questions or at the most
take an ‘Amartya Sennist’ approach. Let the
country and the oppressed masses go to dogs.
Why she should be bothered? She has served
the imperlalists well by giving her own contribu-
tion in dragging at least some ‘intellectuals’ to
the path of serving neocolonialism,

This success has made agents like her more
arrogant, These agerts know very well that
they can make most heinous pro-imperfalist sta-
tements and get away with it, as even so-called
progressive journals like ‘Frontier’ will not pubi-
ish a rebuttal ot their views, leave alone the co-
mprador newspapers and journals who glamou-
rise them. While GO propagates “farmers’ right
to use any seeds’, she is silent about the fact
that this terminator gene could become a biolo-
gical time-bomb by gradually choking the repro-
duction system of all major crops, She is also
silent about the fact that this terminator tech-
nology would rob the farmer of his legitimate
rights to save the seed for his next harvest,
Instead she is calling for a sell-out to MNCs
who preach virtues of biotechnology in order to
bring whole agrarian sector under their control
for huge profits,

GO like agents of MNCs conceal the fact
that the already achleved results of these seeds
prepared under Terminator technology are not at
all encouraging in US or in India. This Bollguard
(Bt Cotton) which is claimed “as fastest adopted
new product ever launched in the history of
agriculture’ by Monsanto agents was a disaster
in US. So this MNC had 1o agree to a multi~
million dollar out-of-court agreement with US
farmers Even the crop-fallures and suicides
of cotton farmers last year in AP and Karnataka
are attributed to the illegal marketing ot this
cotton seed. The secrecy covering the permis—
sion granted to Monsanto and its affillate Mah-
yco by the Central Department aof Biotechnology,
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Advani fauds Mahyco
Karnataka High Court extends protection

The heroic action of Karnataka peasantry
in destroying the Bt Cotton plants from geneti-
cally engineered seeds containing Terminator
Gene manufactured by Monsanto and marketed
by its affiliate Mahyco has unnerved the imperi-
alist agents. BJP leader and central home ‘min-
ister L, K Advani visited Mumbai olfice of Ma-
hyco and consaled it that it will be given full
protection to devastate and loot the peasantry.
He lauded the ‘services' rendered by this com-
pany. The questicn is whom does this company
really serve? Advani's visit to Mahyco headqu-
arters when the peasantry is targeting it as their
enemy very well exposes Advan] as an Imperi-
alist agent, and Mahyco as a hated enemy of
Indian people,

Karnataka High Court competed with Adv.
anl In coming to the protection of Mahyco With.
out waiting for a proper hearing on the petition
moved by the advocate of this ¢o npany,itordered
Karnataka palice to provide full protection to all
establishments of Monsanto and Mahyco: The
courls in our country are competing with other
wings of state machinery to protect the interests
of imperialists and MNCs The Bihar High Co-
url gave immediate orders banning bandhs wheh
some non-descript state agent asked for it.
Kerala High Court asked police to see that the
general strike is not turned into a bandh. ‘And

the covert means adopted in the so-called test
cultivation of this seed, the large quantity of
these seed detected in the godowns of seed-
merchants etc, create the suspicion that the
bureaucracy and this MNC are involved in a
multi- million dollar sell-out of this country’s
interests making Indian farmers guinea- pigs. GO
who is a Fellow in the University of Pune is
supposed to know all these. Should we believe
that she is ignorant of all these facts, ‘and is an
imposter In the academic circles? No, her frack
record shows she Is not ignorant. She i5 a clever
manipulator serving the imperialist interests and
the MNCs.

It is hightime that such dangerous agents
like GO are exposed, Academics and students
should take Initlative for this, L ]

Karnataka ‘High Court is so concerned with ‘the
safety of the killers of Indian peasantry. We
have ‘not forgotten how MP High Court and Su-
preme ‘Court protected the interests of Union
Carbide which'massacred ‘tens of thousands anid
disabled lakhs following 1984 gas disaster,

But 'history is going 'to prove ‘that neither
Advanis nor these courts can save ‘the MNCs
from people’s wrath. ®

{From P. 6)

By luunching this aggression, and by contin
uously intimldating Iraq through economic sanc -
tions 'US Imperialists are intimidating all the
countries'in 'the world  Yankees are threatening
the community of nation's that unless all of you
kowtow before us, we shall violate your soverl-
ghty with Immunity and attack you. So aggre-
ssion against Iraq is an aggression against all
other countries, espzcially the third world coun -
tries who are already subjected t> imperialist
domination .

So it is the responsibility of the world peo-
ple to stand Firmly with Iraqi pasople, declaring
solidarity with them, The imperialist aggressors
should be severely condemned. The barbarous
imperialist system which Is the en'emy of world
pecple should be hated, exposéd, and attacked
wherever posstbie,

We should demand an end 'to so: called UN
inspeciors. We should demand lifting of all sa -
nctions against lrag. We should stand firmly
with Iraqi people. We should prepare ourselves
to teach the US imperiatists and the imnperialist
system the most bitter lessons that they shall
never forget  [n this process we should prepare
ourselves to overthrow this hated imperlaifst
system itself.

Muikti
(Bengali monthly published by
Bengal Committee)
For contact; Ranjan M'q'nidél.
18BC, Karaya Raad,
Calcutta 600017
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Bhopal: Anti-Ilmperialist Day
Observed

14 years before on December 2/3 night 40
-tonnes of deadly chemical gas leaked from Union
Carblide pesticide factory leading to more than
20,000 deaths and making more than 6 lakhs
battling against its sertous after effects. In spite
of this becoming the biggest industrial disaster,
a genocide, from Rajiv government of that
period to the BJP - led government of today,
none has taken any serious steps to book the
MNC to provide even sufficient’ compensation
to the survivors. Like in 1984 till today the
central and state governments have colluded
with this MNC

Highlighting this question and demanding
sulficient compensation and rehabilitatlon for
the surviving victims and their dependents the
Bhopal Comnmittee of CPl (ML} Red Flag obser-
ved December 3 as anti-imperialist day. In the
evering a demonstration was organised with
effigy of imperialist monster. A public meeting
was held at Gandhi Nagar market addressed by
Dr. B.S Yadu, comrades Umakant and Tuhin Deb
bzsides Dr Thomar, secretary, Bhopal Commi-
ttee. The speakers called for intensifying stru-
ggle against the reactionary Indian state serving
imperialist Interests.

Later the effigy was burnt in front of a large
number of people.

Successful agitation by RCSS for
higher procurement price

The fortnight long agitation by peasants of
Raichur district in Karnataka for higher procure-
ment rates succeeded in compelling the Karna-
taka Agricultural Produce Marketing Committee
to fix Rs. 535 per bag of 75 kg of paddy. With
the onset of harvesting season the central gov-
ernment fixed Rs. 475 per 100kg of paddy as
‘the procurement price causing the crashing down
-of prices. Added with this, the manipulations of
. big traders and bureaucrats who are in leauge
wilh them the prices fellto even Rs. 350 per
-quintal.

" News from States

Against this RCSS and KRRS taunched a
powerful agitation which brought the marketing
and movement of paddy in Sindhanur and Gan-
gavathi taluks of Raichur to a standstill deman-
ding procurement of paddy at the rate of Rs.
565 per 75kg. Farmers stopped ‘the sale of
paddy en-bloc and organised demonstrattons
ahd dbarnas in all taluk towns. As the agitation
intenslfied the traders were compelled to stop
their procuremen't moves. Though state admint-
stration and APMC officials held many rounds of
discussions, since they were not'ready to atcept
the demand of Rs. 565 per 75kg all talks faited.

From 4th December com, D. H. Poojar, state
secretary of RCSS, and Shesha Reddy and Vis-
hwanatha Reddy of KRRS started an indefinite
hunger strike at Sindhanur pressing for early
acceptance of enhanced rates. RYF and DSS
came out in support of the agitation Rasta
roko and locking the godowns of traders and
APMC was started and spread to more areas.
The whole procurement process came to a stan-
dstill.

On 12th December APMC signed agreement
with teadsrships of RCSS and KRR > and the
agltation was called off after the procurement
was fixed as Rs. 535 par 75xg. Demonstrations
were organised by RCSS and RYF units mark-~
ing the successful conpletion of the agitation,

Kerala: Judicial enquiry into
killing of com. A. Varghese

Kerala government has accepted the demand
vaised and campaigned for by CPI {ML) Red Flag
state commlittee and relatives of Com Varghese
that a judiclal enquiry should be conducted In-
to the killing of comrade in fake encounter in
1970 February. The Kerala High Court has asked
the government to put forward its proposals for
the enquiry in full by 21 December.

Meanwhlle, following the revealion of the
pulice driver who confessed to wilnessing the
burning of body of com Vijayan who was tor-
tured to death during e nergeancy, the Kerala
state committee have demanded the reopening
of the case; and to punish the police otficers
responsible for the murder of com. Vijayan.
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Yuvajanavedi struggle
against Enron

Yuvajanavedi has declared that it will inten.
sify the struggle against bringlng Enron into
electricity sector in Kerala It has demanded
-that Kerala government should scrap the Power
Purchase Agreement signed with Enron. If Enron
Is allowed to built the plant in Cannanore dis-
trict, by 2001 Kerala Electricity Board will have
to close doun hydel projects providing electri-
clty at Rs. 0.50 per unit and purchase it at the
rate of Rs. 3.50 per unit from Enron as per the
present PPA, as by that time at the present
level of irdustrial development 5000 million
units of electricity will be becoming surplus,
Besides, instead of inviting Enron like projects,
there are enough possibilities for bullding manv
small and medium hydel projects in Kerala which
can provide electricity at very low rates,

Many progressive forces have extended
support to the struggle of Yuvajanavedsi.

CPI (ML) Red Flag demands
reopening Com. Vijayan case

om. ayan
Following the confession of a police const-
able about the killing of com. Varghese in police
custody, another police coustable who was
working as driver under anti- Naxalite wing
during emergency periocd has confessed that he
Is witness to the burnirg of the body of Com.
Vijayan alter his death during police torture.

Com. Vijayen was the disirict leader of
CPI (ML) in Thiruvananthapuram district from
1974. Wher the parly was banned he went
undergrcuid durirg emergency and was organi-
sing party activities. He was arrested in~ be-
ginning of March 1976 and tortured under cus-
tody. When he died due to toriure his body
was destroyed to wipe out evidences. After em-
ergency there was mass agitation for action
against resporsible policemen and political
Jeaders. Justice Viswanatha Iyer Crmmission was
:aprointed for cconducting erquiry by Kerala
government. The Comrmission found that com.
Vijayan was killed in police custody and conclu-
ded that cases should be charged against poli-
cemen it named. In Sessions Court all policeren
were punished for rigorous imprisonment. But
the Kerala High Court sel them free on the
ground of insufficient evidences At Varkala
CPI (ML) Red Flag observes martyr's day on 8
March.

After the confesslon of police driver CPI
(ML) Red Flag state committee has demanded
reopening of the case. It has moved in High
Court alongwith the relatives of Com, Vijayan
with this request. Meanwhile state committee
has also decided to organise a people’s mwove-
ment to mount pressure on the state govern-
ment to reopen the case.

Plight of plantation workers in
North Bengal

While. CPI (M) and CP] leaders are busy at
Delhi trying to play their managerial 1ole in
bourgeuis politics and in forming a third front, in
the states the Lelt Front is ruling they are figh-
ting each other. In these fights as junior part-
ners CPLis bringing out ‘many charges (¢ show
the weaknesses of the CPI (M) led LF rule. What
Is happening now in Bengal is part of this game
But one good thing abaout it Is that some start-
ling facts about the antl- working class policies
of LF rule is coming out from the horses' mouth
itself.

In Darjeeling district of Bengal dissident
CPI(M) leaders grouped inslde CPRM and AITUC
leaders have brought out the facts that planta-
tion workers’ wages in this area is not revised
during last 15 years and it is still Rs, 32 per day
Including 2ll allowances. When Bengal govern-
ment has fixed Rs, 52 as mirimum wages, plant-
atlon workers are denied ever that. It is a matter
of commor: kncwledge that the tea produced in
this area is of best quality compared to tea pro-
duced in all other areas in India, Prcductivity of
wotkers in this area is alsc high. Put the wages
are not rising

At the same time in the plantations of
Kerala ard nearby areas where the quality of
tea and thereby its market price is inferior the
daily wages is Rs,60, Besides they. get better
facilities and other rights compared to plantation
wotkers ir Bergal So It is ret difficult to und-
erstand how much more profits the foreign and
native plantatior owrers like Tatas are making,
or allowed to make. That is why the Tatas and
Birlas land Jyothi Basu government and support
him for even primeministership,

The exposures of CPI MP Gurudas Dasg-
upta should open the eyes of L F supporters
everywhere about the real character of LF gov.
ernments in Bengal, Kerala and Tripura.
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Seminar on Communist Manifesto’s 150 Years

A well attended Seminar on 150 Years of
the Communist Manifesto was held on 29 Nov-
ember at JNU City Centre It was organised
by Delhl Committee of CP! (ML) Red Flag,

Introducing the subject Com, K. N Ramach-
andran, secretary, CPl (ML) Red Flag explalned
the basic lessons of Manifesto and how they
are relevant in these days of liberalisation and
globalisation. He linked the basic teachings of
Manifesto with present day problems of the
international Communist movement and the mo=
vement In India. He extended it to the mode of
production debate and to other ideological ques-
tions concerning the Indian communist movem-
ent. It was an effort to analyse and explain CP}
(ML) Red Flag positlons in the light of classical
Marxism.

Prof, G.P.Deshpande ot JNU explained
some of the basic features of manifesto and
pointed out how it taught the people to dream

CP! (ML) Red Flag oppose VHP
move to occupy Sufi Shrine

Tke Sufi Shrine in Bababudan hills In Chik-
magalur district of Karnataka was turned into a
contentious issue by Vishwa Hindu Parishad and
Bajrang Dal who threatened to take it overin
‘Babri.-Masjid style’. In the cave shrine where
the Hindus worship Dattatreva in the first week
of December every year, Muslims visit the
Dargah of Sufi  philosophers including Dada
Hayat Mir Khalender, a close disciple of Dattat-
reya. Except for 3 days In first week of Decem
ber when Dattatreya Jayantiis observed Muslims
hold authority for the rest of the year. There
was communal amity here for centuries. Now
the VHP and BD has communalised the shrine
issue clalming total control of the shrine. They
organised a ‘Rathayatra’ and threatened occu-
pation of the shrine on this 3rd December. Aga-
inst this Hindu fundamentalist move CPI (ML)
Red Flag Chikmagalur district committee orga-
nised a campaign calling on the secular demo-
cratic forces to oppose this helnous move of
the communal forces. Demonstrations were or-
ganised. RYF and RSF committees also issued
statements and joined the campalgn

of revolution. Departure from revolutionary
teachings has led to degeneration. A new up-
surge is called for when imperiaiism is launching
flerce attacks on world people.

Com. Pari Thapa, representative of the Co-
mmunist Party ol Nepal(Mashal) narrated the ba-
sic teachings of CM and how they are related to
problems of revolution today. Imperialist agents
are spreading canards against Communist move-
ment. But we have advanced much from the days
of the Communist League of Marx's days. In spite
of setbacks the ICM is still there comprising
revalutionary forces everywhere. Let us strive
hard to overcome setbacks and move forward,
He extended fraternal greetings to the audience
and to CPI (ML) Red Flag

Com. R. K. Singh, Secretary, Bihar Comm-
lttee of CPI (ML) Red Flag dealt with some of
the important questions of ideological struggles
today, Com. G. P. Mishra, vice-president, TUCI
Central Committee explained the role of working
class in the struggle for democracy and socialism
Com. K. N. replied to some of the questions
raised in the Seminar, and by audience. Com,
Thomas Mathew, Secretary, Delhi Committee
welcomed the speakers and audience while Com
Rajendra Prasad Singh presided.

Lal Tara

(Revolutionary Hindl monthly)
Single copy 3/- Yearly Subscription Rs. 35/
Send letters/DD/cheque/MOs to.
R. P. Singh,
B-14, Lane-5 West Karaval Nagar,
Delhi-110094.

Chengodi Cheythi
(Tamil monthly published by TN Committee)
For Contact: T. Chilappathikaram,
Ne. 1, First St, Somasundar Bharati Nagar
Vadapalani, Chennai- 600026,
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Campaign against DPEP getting strengthened

Campaign against the World Bank funded
District Primary Education Programme (DPEP)
being Implemented in six districts of Kerala is
getting strengthened. Hundreds of public mee-
tings and seminars are being organised all over
Kerala under the auspices of committee for
protection of educational rights and the revol-
utionary youth and students' organisations
Yuvajanavedi and KVS as a part of the campaign.
Thousands of pamphlets are circulated among
teachers, guardians and other concerned people.

The programme Implemented with the finan-
cial support of imperlalist agencies like World
Bank, UNESCO, the Dutch govt, European
Community and other donor agencies is actually
intended to dismantle the effective public edu-
cation system existing in Kerala, The Left Front
govt, ruling Kerala and the NGOs like Kerala
Sasthra Sahithya Parishad (K5SP) and the int-
ellectuals who support the DPEP programme
try their best to mislead the people by saying
that the DPEP Curriculum is a child centred
one and that is going to develop the capacity
of students to observe, conceive and express the
reality around them. While the programme is
reserved only to the govt. schools and govt.
aided private schools the students of unalded
and English mediumn schools are belng taught in
the old system Guardions afraid of the depletion
in the levels of learning of thelr wards taught
under DPEP system are taking their children
away from the govt. schools to unaided private
schools where they have to pay huge sums as
fee. However the latest statistics shews that
this trend has got strengthened during the years
after the Implementation of DPEP.

In such a situation the campaign against
DPEP organised by the committee for protection
of educational rights is recieved well by the
people. They have become aware that their imp -
erialist programme is not for the development
of the level of education but for the distruction
of the system of public education.

The organisations or intellectuals who
support the DPEP have miserably failed to ans-
wer the questions raised by the workers of edu-
cational rights protection committee or ordinary
people. In the pamphlet brought out bu KSSP
4o answer the criticisms against DPEP they

could not answer the crucial questions of WB
funding and Curriculum,

Eventhough the organisations ltkke AIDSO
and SUCI are against DPEP, they approach the
question as a technlcal one and belleve that the
things can be made correct through some tech-
nical adjustments. They have even gone to the
extent of uniting with ABVP like Sangh Parivar
outfits who were for DPEP in Rajasthan, to
oppose DPEP in Kerala. It seems that they are
unable to grasp the crux of the matter and to
understand the importance of struggling against
the imperialist dictated policies of central and
state governments, of which the DPEP is a part,

However the campaign against DPEP has
created a new awareness among the people and
they have started to express their opinion aga-
inst the programme which Is going to be imple—
mented all over Kerala by next vear. The commi-
ttee for protection of eduactional rights have
decided to intensify the campiign and to launch
struggles demanding the withdrawl of WB aided
DPEP from educational sector,

Baba Nagarjun

Baba Nagarjun who passed away on 5
November at Darbhanga, his home town,
while undergoing treatment in a hospital, is
acclaimed as the greatest Hindi novelist and
poet after Munshi Premchand. Throughout
his life he supported the left movemant. He
wrote  about the life and struggles of the
eppressed masses, especially oppressed peas-
antry of Bthar. He belonged to the generation
of agreat stalwarts who firmly stood and,
worked with the antl - imperialist and anti-
feudal movements from the days of colonia-
lism. Baba Nagarjun shall be remembered for
his great contributions to the revolutionary
fiterature, and his acts of solidarity with the
struggles of the oppressed. OQur heartlelt
cespects to his memory.
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US-UK Aggression Against Iraq:
Protest Actions all over India

As soon as the news of US led aggression
against Iraq came out CPl (ML) Red Flag con-
demned it and called for protesting against It
everywhere. On 17th evening litself demonst-
rations were organised. At numerous places US
flag and Clinton’s efflgy were burnt after dem-
onstrations and public meetings. The imperialist
aggressors were asked to stop the attack tor-
thwith, Demonstrators expressed mllitant solidar-
ity with lraqi people. Speakers in public meetings
called for intenslfying anti - imperialist move-
ments to Isolate and expose the imperlalist
forces led by US imperialism. Clinton was depi-
cted as the symbol of imperialist degeneration.
These mass protest actions are continuing in
towns and vlllages allke wherever CPl (ML)
Red Flag is actlve.

At Chiruvananthapuram In Kerala following
‘burning of US flag activists demonstrated in
front of British Bank of Middle East. They con-
demned UK complicity in the aggression agalnst

Iraq. The glass panes of the bank were destr-
oyed as a warning against all US and UK
institutions In India.

All revolutionary and left organisations
organised numerous protest actions all over the
country. Militant demonstrations condemning
US-UK aggresston took place against their emb-
assies In Delhl. Demonstrators declared sollda-
rity with lragi people. All progressive democratic
forces joined these demonstrations.

All these organisations pointed out that by
launching this barbaric aggression against Iraqi
pecple, US imperialists are threatening the
people all over the world. Itis a brute action
to force world people to submit to imperialists.
1t should be resisted at any cost. US imperia-
lism and the imperiallst system itself should be
exposed and opposed for their most heinous
actlons including naked barbaric aggressions
massacrelng innocent people.

US Aggression: Militant Protest Action Everywhere

The four day aggression against Iraq by US
and UK is condemned all over the world. Ex-
cept Germany, dJapan, Australia, Canada and
Israel no other government supported this cri-
minal aggression Three out of five Security
Council members, Russia, China and France
condemned it. All other governments from all
continznts also condemned [t and demanded
immnz1late end to It as soon as the news of first
«rocket and bamb attacks came out. Even within
US and UK this aggression was opposed and
condemned. In US the Republicans and demo-
cratic forces described it as a heinous move by
.Clinton to save himself from impeachment for
‘Monica affair. In UK ever members of Tony
Blair's Labour Party condemned it. Unlike in
1991 there were no backers from any among the
Arab countries including Kuwait. Arab League
unanimously condemned it. Thus the aggressors
are opposed and condemned by the overwhel-
ming number of governments all over the world,
US imperialists and their henchmen, the British
imperialists are facing unprecedented oppositi-
on. These imperfalists are getting isolated.

Clinton is the target of attack from world public

opinlon. A nex wave of discussion about the

desplcable depths to which impeciatist barbari- -
ans have sunk is taking place evarywvhere.

Democratic forces all over the world reacted
sharply and imnediately Within U>S and UK
itself there were militant protest actlons  Self-
inposed censorship of US media coald not con-..
ceal these protest actions {a UK Toany Blair's
residence was attacked. There were demonst-
rations at work places, in unlversities, in snanty
towns and at other places, ln all other imperi--
alist countries U3 agjressors were condemned.
Clinton is ridiculed. Clinton and Blair are burnt
in their effigles at numerous places.

This unprovoked, barbaric aggression gave
rise to militant protest actions in ali third world
countries Palestinians and other Arab people
alongwith Iraql people were in the forefront In
these protest actlons. Burning Clinton in his
effigy and condemning the imperialist aggression
millions demonstrated Such protest actions are
reported from all third world countries. o
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Com. Vinod M i'sfhr»a

' The death of com. Vinod Mishra is not only
a serlous loss to CPI(ML) Liberation he was
leading for more than two decades, but also to
the lelt movement as a whole. His major cont-
ribution was to transform hie organisation which
was once a sectarian grotpiinto a political party
with mass base, still continuing the struggle
against the landlord forces. By doing so he
helped the strengthening of the left forces in
Bibar inparticular, and at all [ndia level in gen—
eral,

His departure has taken place at a time our
couniry Is passing through a critical phase. While
the liberalisation- globalisation policies are Inten-
silying the neocolanial plunder in all fields, the
coming o power of BJP led government marks
the gorwth of the fascist danger posed by the
Hindutua forces. While the December 11 general
strike was an expression of growing people's
resistance against the liberalisation -globalis-
ation, the overwhelming defeat of BJP in the
assembly elections marked people's growing opp-
osition to it But the traditionai left parties are
not'ready lo unite with all left forces based on
an antl-imperlalist, anti-feudal democratic pro-
gramme. Instead they are spreading the illusion

of fighting BJP by joining with Congress. The
collusion betweén BJP and Congress in pushing
through the Insurance Regulatory Authority bill
and amendments to' 1970 Indian Patent Act
under WTO dictates has expoded this Illusion.

It is In this context the slogan-based jolnt
initlative by six revolutionary and left organisa-
tions Including CPI (ML) Liberation and CPI (ML)
Red Flag becomes significant. It matks a begin-
ning for bringing together all revolutionary and
left organisations together based on an anti-
Imperialist, antl-feudal democratic programme.
The passing away of Com. Vinod Mishra at this
time Is a big loss to thls joint initlative.

We express heartfelt condolence to Cen-
tral Committee, CP | (M Ly Liberation and to
com, Vined Mishra's family members, and hope
that we shall be able to carry forward the task
of uniting all revolutionary and left forces In
fulfilling which CPI (ML) Liberation under the
leadership of com. Vinod Mishra was plaving an
Important part,
19 December 1998 Secretary
CP. 1. (M.Ly Red Flag
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