Sri Lanka was plunged back
into the grip of terror at the
weekend when Tamil delega-
tions walked out of peace talks
in the Himalayan kingdom of
Bhutan after renewed reports
of massacres by security forces
in the Tamil northern
castern provinces,

Later, the Indian Govern-
nient mediators said they had
persuaded the Tamil side to
return to the negotiating table.

The Tamil negotiators in
Thimpu, the capital, said they
had walked out because “no
useful  purpose would be
soned in participating in the
talks.” They accused the gov-
or.nment team of sticking to

‘inadequate, unacceptable and
three-decade-old proposals” in
xoply to the minority commu-
nity’s demand for greater
regional autonomy.

Tamil sources in the south
Indian city of Madras claimed
that 400 civilians had been
*“slaughtered ” by security men
and “armed hoodlums” in two
attacks on Friday and Saturday
&l Vavuniya in the northern
province and the port of Trin-
comalee in the east, The Gov-
ernment has disputed the scale
ol the killings, but not the fact
that they took place.

The island had been rum-
Ming with violence before the
neace talks resumed a week
ng0, with Tamil guerrillas lay-
ing mines, attacking army pat-
rols and placing a time bomb
on a train, and the security
forces retaliating in kind. It
veached a new level at the
vreckend with reports of troops
unning wild in Vavuniya and
“rincomalee and thousands of
Tamils fleeing to Colombo.

In Thimpu, ncither side was
~repared to soften its stance.
The Tamils insisted on recog-
rition as a nationality, respect
for their traditional home-
land " in the north and cast,
recognition  of their right to
sell-determination, and citizen-
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¢hip rights for Tamils who
chose to live in Sri Lanka,
including those (representing

5.6 per cent of the total popu-
lation) who came from India
to_work in the tea lantatxon\

repeated

All four points were rejected
out of hand by the leader of
the government team, Mr Hec-
tor Jayewardene, who insisted
that Sri Lanka was the home-
land of all its peoples and that
scparatism and division would
never he countenanced. He
the  Government's
offer of district councils, which
might be linked on a provin-
cial basis an offer which
has been consistently rejected
for the past ycar by even the
moderate Tamils,

The collapse of the talks
represents a sethack for Indian
mediation. The Prime Minister,
Mr Rajiv Gandhi, has hcen
pressing both sides to compro-
mise. The permanent head of
the Indian Forcign DMinistry,
Mr Romesh Bhandari, has been
shuttling between Delhi  and
Colombo. When the Thimpu
talks appeared deadlocked last
week, Mr Bhandari flew there
to try and save them.

India is the only foreign
power capable of influencing
the Government and the Tam-
ils, but Mr Gandhi seems
reluctant to exert his full

leverage. In the end, he wants

a Srvi Lankan solution, not an
Indian one. Both sides have
felt free to go their own wav,
hreaking last month's fragile

ceascfire  and  refusing  to
bargain.

President Junius
Jayewardene appeared more
amenable when he met Mr
Gandhi in Delhi in June, but
he has been shaken by a

revival of Sinhalese Buddhist
fundamentalism and continued
sniping by his political rival in

the maiority community, Mrs
Sirima Bandaranaike.

The Tamii militants, {for
their part, saw little hope in

negotiations. An official of the
Revolutionary Marxist Pecople’s
Liberation  Organisation of
Tamil Eelam (Plote), said in
Delhi last week that they were
more interested in fostering
divisions within the Sinhalese
community than reaching a
compromise. He contended that
they were negotiating for a
ceasefire  (he dismissed the
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present truce as unilateral on
the part of the Government).
not a settlement. Their target
was still a separate Tamil
state.

Whether or not they were
controlled from Colombo, the
killinas in Vavuniya and Trin-
comalece have demolished the
Thimou conference. Even the
relatively moderate Tamil
Uinited Liber~tion Front joined
the five militant groups in
walking out. They said there
was no point m continuing
while jnnacent Tamil civilians
were bring murdered.
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Tamils take 15
in rail hijack

Colombo - The night mai
train  from Manner in Sr
Lanka's Northern Province was
hijacked by scparatist Tami
guerrillas on Saturday but
derailment thwarted their plans
security sources said.

Officials said the plan mav
have been to attack the sacred
city of Anuradhapura, but thq
railway authority had the trai:
shunted on to a disused tracH
where it was derailed. Thg
guerrillas took about 15 hostag

cs. .

Tamil flare-up

At Jeast 21 Tamils died in
fighting after an army convoy
narrowly escaped destruction
when a landmine blew up in the
north of Sri Lanka,

=11 Lanka talks |
expected to
resume despite

Tamil

The talks aimed at settling Sri 'LL.HHL ation from the Govern-

lanka's communal strife arc
capected to resume later this
week  despite the  departure
vesterday from Thimpu
several Tamil representatives.
They returning to Ma-
dras. the mihitant group head-
quarters. for consultations. ‘but
Indian  diplomats  confidently

are

expect them 1o be back in the

Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan ! has
D

l
After further alleged violation Town cvpert’s arrival. The men

on Thursday.

of the ceasefire in Sri Lanka the |
Tamils  demanded  that  the
Government withdraw its sc-
curity forces from the northern
and  castern © provinces  and
outline its proposals for grant-
ing autonomy 1o Tamils.
\llhough the Colombo del-
eation. led by Mr Hector
Id\k\\dld\.nL the President's
prother, was stitl in Thimpu last
night it would not be surprising
1 some representatives returned
here for consultations about the

close to breakdown.
Meanwhiie. in Sri Lanka. the
Tapanese Embassy is sceking

ofi

]
jment  about an incident at
Potuvil. 30 miles south of

Batticaloa. in which a Japanese
citizen was shot dead by police
at a road checkpoint.

Yuji Takehira, aged 270 was
in the rear seat of a car inswhich
he was travelling  with  two
friends when he was shot.

A post mortem examination
been  delaved  while  the
Japanese Goyvernment awaits its

in the car when the shooting
foccurred are being quusuomd
Ly police.

Amid further  reports  of
viclence on the island.  the
Government has put ail security
forces on alert and extended the

state of cmergency introduced
in 1983.

The latest incident allegedly
occurrcd  necar - Trincomalec
when  Tamil  guerntlas  kid-
napped - 10 Sinhalese after
hijacking their van. According
10 the Government all 10 are

w dead. - :
U tHETIG ]
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-“The total emancipation of the Tamils of

Eelam hus always been our principal
demand... we wish to initiate a prot-

acted people’s war,” says the manifesto
of the Pecple's Liberation Organisation
of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE), one of the
groups of Tamils in Sri Lanka fighting
ceaselessly against the Sinhala Govern-
ment for a separate Tamil state. But no
matter how just the demand, no govern-
ment will stand for mutiny among its

.ranks, as the Tamils have found to their

cost. The losses are not one sided either
as is evidenced in the Lankan presence
in Bhutan. So they all went to Thimpu to
find an end to the long fight for self-
preservation cenductsd through diffe-
rent modes of self-expressions, all en-
ding in civil war, economic disruption,
a ravaged countryside and a ravished
people. The change from a non-viclent
struggle to a violent one has left none
immune, including India, but all those
involved now feel that it is time to pick:
up the threads of civilised behaviour
through a negotiated settlement. So
Thimpu talks began.
Uma Maheswaran, the Secretary Gener-
al of PLOTE, summed up the reactions
of all the protagorists by saying that
even if no permanent sclution accept-
able to all was found, at least the Tamil
agitntors would meet the Lankan gov-
ernment eye-to-eye in a cordial atmos-
phere, however chortlived. The 3s8-
year-oid leader said that hotii sides were
suspicious of each other where dishon-
ouring the ceasefire was concerned. But
the Thimpu meeting was a step in the
right direction because it brought to a
rational level, the violence which had
assumed animal proportions. The
Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF),
the one time recognised representative
of the mass Tamil discontent, came a
crepper through the diplomatic passiv-
ity of Mr Amirthalingam and others,

. while the Tigers headed by Balasing-

ham and Prebhakardn went through
unleashing terror and thercfore had li-
mited support-not only in Sri Lanka but
alsoin India. So mdderation, as symbol-
ised by PLOTE has once again come to
the fore. As the man who has scen Both

sides of the coin, Maheswearan is now
emerging as an important force whom |

both the Sri Lankan and the Indian Gov-
ernments amply acknowledge.

Uma, as he is comhmenly known, began
his political career in 1974 as one of the
TULF secretaries atteched to Colombo,
He recognised the Sri Lankan strategy
of taking away land from the Muslim’
Tamils suppesedly for sugarcane cul.
tivation and giving it to the Sinhaless
cultivators. He agitated for the return
of these lands wrested unfairly from the
Muslim Tamils, through non-violent
hartals and demonstrationa. By 1977,
he was convinced that a siruggle
through non-violent means wes not
enougzh, So he joined the Liberation Ti-

From Nilima Sinha in New Delhi

gers «f Tamil Eelam (LTTE) then
known g the Tamil new tigers, a group
which came into being a year esrlier.
The Tigers sent him for a six-month
guerilla training course in Xeirut
through the arrangement between Yas-
ser Arafat's FLO and the leader of the
Eelam Revolutionary Organisation, Mr
Ratnasabhispati. At present the foreign
championing of the Tamil cause has
been taken up by the popular front for
the liberation of Pelestine. One impor-
tant facel of this training included
attacking vital installations. This be-
came ons cf the bones of contention be-
tween Lir Prebhaliaran and Mr Mahes-
warzan.

However, Mr Maheswaran had to pay
the prics for opting for the non-violent
path. He was jailed on three different
occasions and was elso hunted, not only
by the Sri Lankan Army but also by his
erstwhile companions, the Tigers
whom hie had left to form his own
group, PLOTE, in 1880. Another differ-
ence of opinion between LTTE and
PLOTE was that of the revolutionary
role of viclence which to the former had

-become the ultimate end while for the
-latter it wes only a means of achieving a

political end. Strangely enough, it was
the two opposing ideologies of the TULF
and the LT'I'E which combined to leave
him with no ether option but to form his
own grass-root level party. There weas
friction between Prabhakaran and Uma

on the issue of supporting the TULF in’
the formation of the gdistrict develop-.

ment councils. LTTE insisted on giving
all support to TULF on the issue but
Uma found that between 1977-79 no
progress was made. The issue of raising
a private army also came to nought.
Uma’s argument was that development
should come after a political settlement.
By 1980 Uma's disillusionment with the
TULF and LTTE was complete with the
crowning event of & shoot-out between
LTTE and himn which resulted in the
death of one of his atdes in Madras.

Since then Uma hasbeenbusy with mat-
ters within his group. There are refugee
camps in Tamil Nadu to lcok after be-
sides continuing with the mass contact
programme in 9ri Lanka and the milit-
ary training of his meng So far, about
150 of his men have been trained in
Eeirut and Syria who returned to Lanlta
to’ train more men. In Tamil Nadu,

- though he is a little tired of being dang-
led as an emotional bait before the Indi-

en Tamils, he continues his effort to
mobilise public opinion on a naticnal

level. While worried at the economic -

disintegration of the refugees in'India,
he is also keen that the Tamil refugees
in BEuropes chould .not return to Sri
Lanlka until it is safe for them to do so.
In India slone, there are 2s many as one
lakh Tamnil refegees who arve living on
Indian chority alone. They belong to the

' Uma.concluded by saying that even

. the Tamils. .

Mr Uma Maheswaran a

D

‘adopted a two pronged direction to thei

owibyemn e
fishermen community and es such can-
not return to it in India as the Tamil
fishermen in India resent their end
croachment. The PLOTE has nowl

struggle. One is to inform the Sinhales
majority that the hostility is direct:
not against them, but only toward. i
fulfilment of Tamil demands. The ot
is to expand the membership of PLO

to include more and more women
they ere the worst victims. They not
only suffer at the hands of the armed!
forces but also at the hands of Tamit
chauvinism. While more than 80 pex
cent of the female population is already
active in politics, the aim is to train,
women also in guerilla warfare. As of]
now, a few women are merely trained to
defend themoelves,

though the Thimpu talks may not yieldy
too many results, the ice has been
broken and the ceasefire has succeeded
in making the Sinhala people realise
that peace was any day hetter than war,
For, when the Lankan Tamils had been
displaced economically, the Sinhala
people had also suffered. If they can be
met halfway and convincéd that the
Tamil struggle is not against the major-
ity may be they can pressurise the
Jayewardene - Government into
reaching somse sort of conscnsus with
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. The British Colonial Regime, as a
measure to entrench their capitalist
policies, annexed our mother land Thamil-
“ef~am with Sri Lanka in the year 1833,
Whea independence was promulgated in 1948
they, eventhough promised, failed to deal
with the Tamil problem and guarantee their
rights in the independent unified state.

Eversince, the successive governments
have been doing everything in their pover
to portray the Tamils as a separate and
inferior nationality, forcing them to em-
-brace scession to determine their own
fate and dignity.

The People's Liberation Organisation
of Thamileelam (PLOT) is staunch in the
aim of total emancipation and liberation
of our people from the fetters of Sinhala
chauvinism and optimistic of the establi-

~-shment of the People's Democratic Repub-
~lic of Thamileelam.

In the struggle for the establishment
of Thamileelam, PLOT has clearly identi-
-fied two phases. The first phase is a
depagratic revolution via National Libe-
-r. .on Struggle; whereas the second ph-
-ase is the consolidation of the first
phase and the continued class struggle
leading the establishment of a socialist
state.

The PLOT has a clear vision of this
strategy. When an oppressed nation fights
against its oppressor, the social groups
and classes within that nation, joinly
form a single class - the "oppressed™".
Any other class difference at this stage
will weaken the struggle. Once the
primary oppression is eliminated, the
struggle will merge into the second phase
in which the traditional class struggle
continues, consolidating the gains of the
first phase and leading to the establish-
-ment of a socialist stste.

To guarantee the success of the liber-
-ation struggle in both phases the leader-
-ship of the struggle will alwsys be taken
by the peasants and working class of our
people.
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CLOSER TO CIVIL, WAR

The second round of peace talks
to settle the decply entrenched
communal rift in Sri Lanka
collapsed in discord last week. It
had been' expected that they
would provide the framework
for a resolution of the Sinhalese-
Tamil conflict. Instead they
became lost in the cavernous
divide that separates the two
sides. : :
Worse still,. with the entailed.
embarrassment of the “Indian
government, which had spon-
sored the talks, the best remain-
.ing hope of resolution has faded.

Now Sri Lanka is not just back -

.10 square one but very possibly
on the brink of civil war. .
The primary responsibility for
this outcome rests with the
authorities in Colombo. At the
June summit between Sri Lan-
ka’s President Jayawardene and
Mr Rajiv Gandhi, the Indian
Prime Minister, which laid the
foundations for the three-
months ceascfire and the Bhutan
ncgotiations, the Sri Lankans
appeared to be willing to accept
reality and make meaningful
concessions to the Tamils, It was
understood that these would
include a substantial devolution
of power. In turn the Indians
cajoled the Tamil guerrillas,
based in South India, into
forsaking their demand for an
independent Eelam. _
Yet when the two sides met in
Thimpu for their first set of talks
the Sri Lankan team failed 1o
match that expectation. The
peace process was saved by an
adjournment and by the time the
second round began earlier this
month, the Indians had secured
rcconfirmation from President
Jayawardene of his willingness to
compromise. Indeed on this
occasion the president even went
on record claiming that he was
confident of “good results”. But,
back at the negotiation table, his
delegation onée again had little
to offer, and as tensions on the
island flared up with the mass-
acre at Vavuniya, the Tamil
delegates walked out of the talks.
The Tamils,. it is believed,
would have settled for control of
finance, education and law and
order. Certainly Mr Rajiv Gan-
dhi had repeatedly and publicly
committed himself to supporting
no more than ' the sort of
devolution given to the States in
india; which he explained, was
“considerably less than the
American federal system”. If
President Jayawardene had of-
fered as much Mr Gandhi could
have seen to its acceptance. But
the Sri Lankan president was
unable 1o defy his own right wing

and the Buddhist clergy, both of
whom have refused to counten-
ance any real devolution of
power. Consequently, all that
was offered was a repackaged
version of the district council
scheme already rejected by the
Tamils in 1984. In. the circum-
stances it was bound to be
unacceplable.

- For their part the Tamil
guerrillas did not assist 2 solu-
tion by formally tabling what
they called a “liberation char-
ter”, In it thev demanded from
President Jayawardene recog-
nition of a distinct Tamil
nationality, of a Tamil homeland
and of their right to self-determi-
nation. On the face of it, these
claims contradicted any willing-
ness to compromise.

Yet while the peace process
was on the Indian government
could have reined in Tamil
demands. With its collapse
India’s capacity and perhaps its
willingness to do so could now
be in doubt. With a fifty-million
strong Tamil population of his
own 1o consider, at best wary of
Mr Gandhi’s pressure tactics, he
cannot casily repeat his strategy
even if Colombo has a sincere
and convincing change of heart.’
Perhaps this is why he has
chosen instead to expel some of
the morc belligerent guerrilla
leaders. 1t may be a way of
putting fresh pressure on the
Tamils to make their own
concessions, but that is unlikely.
Instead, it would suggest that Mr
Gandhi is washing his hands of
the problem.

This leaves the Sri Lankan
government to face the Tamil,
guerrillas on its own. Alrcady the
1sland is effectively split between
an embittered Tamil north and,
east and an unrelenting Sinha-’
lese south and centre. The
present flood of refugees towards
the arcas where their respective
communities dominate will fur-
ther exacerbate this divide. And
with the gycrrillas having called
off the ccascfire, the possibility
advances of protracted and
bloody civil war.
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JULY 1, 1985,
FAMILY COMMITTED SUICIDE.

£ son of Krishnasamy Sangarap-
-pillei of Kilinochi was accused
of a bicycle theft by a gang of
youths and fatally beaten-up by
them., Distressed by this Sanga-
-rappillai, with his wife end
four children committed suicide.

JULY 5, 1985.
JEWELLER ROBRED.

A group of 12 armed youths robbed
the Kandisgh Jewellery Stores,
situated at Kasthuriar Rd., Jaffna.

JULY 6, 1985,
COMRADE TMA BLAYE SRT LANKA.

The Secretary Genersl of the
Peovle's Liberation Crganisation,
(FLOT) Comrade Tms Maheswaran, in
& news interview blsmed the Sri-
Lenkan government for violestion
of the cease-fire agreement. Ee
alsc stated that he would speak
to the Indien Authorities regar-
-ding this before the Buttan -
Conference.

JULY 10, 1985.
SCLDITRS RAPED MARRIED WCMAY,

On tre 6th day of July, ten Sri
Lenkan soldiers szttached to the
Poonsgari Army Camp intruded a
house situated nezar the camp and
tried to rape 2 girl who was in
the rtouse., The girl escarved from
their clutches and fled to safety.
Thereafter the soldiers forced
their way intc 2 house in the
neighbourhond and raped a married
woman in the house. This woman
is now admitted to the Jaffna
Fospital and receiving trestment.

JULY 11, 1985.
EXPLOSIVES

NZAR PRESIDENT'!'S PALACK

Two explosives one of 50 Kg. and
the other of 75 Kg. were found
near the Presidential Palace and
some important government building
respectively., Two youths were
arrested in Kotshena and one esc-
-aped arrest in connection with
this,

HOPSH CHFAU UOIGTNEF Fi6)IQBH6IT

COCURT-ECUSE DAMAGED BY EXPLCSION,

Cn the 9th of July, there were two
explosions in Jaffna near the Muni-
-cipal park. The nearby District
Court buildings were damaged as a
result. On the same day some un-
-identified persons kidnapped one
Theivakumar of Vavuniya who is a
son of a wealthy businessman with
another youth named Ajit.

SRI LANKAN PROPOSALS RZJECTED.

The prozosal of delegating powers
at Provinecisl and District levels,
submitted by the government at the
Buttan Summit, has been rejected
by the liberation organisztions,
saying that they would comment on
this within two days time.

JULY 1%, 1985,

=)

SINEALA MCBS THREATEN TAMILS,

Sinhalese mobs from the nearby
Sinhala villazes are entering
Mullaitivu with weapons and inti-
-midating and threatening the Tamils
living there. They are living with
fear of persecution.

JULY 14, 1985,

ARMED STRUGGLE WILL NOT BE ABONDCXED,

£t the Buttan Summit, the represen-
-tatives of Thamileelam Libersation
Crganisations have clearly stated
that their perticipation in the
talk would not in any way mean thsat
they have abondoned the demand fody
Themileelam or prepesred tc lay down
the arms completely.

CCNDITICNS FCOR THE RE

SUMPTICN OF TALXS.

Tre Tamil delegates have laid down
tre fol“owinv conditions for the
resumption of the ac journed Buttan
Cenference. They are:-

1+ To recognise Sri Lankan Tamils
ss an independent nation.

2. The traditional home land of
~the Tamils in Sri Lanka should
be identified and accepted.

3. To accept the Tamils as a
nation, who are capable of being
recognised as an independent
state by the world.

4. The civil and fundamental rights
to all Tamils who have accepted
Sri Lanka as their home land,
should be guaranteed.
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JULY 15, 1985,
COM., UMA SPEAKS OF SUMMIT.

In a news conference summoned in
respect of the Buttan Summit,
Comrade Uma, the Secretary Gen-
-eral of PLOT hgs stated that we
could not expect anything const-
-ructive from the present regime
in Sri Lanka. The participation
in the conference would enable
the People's Liberation Organi-
-sation of Thamileelam to be reco-
~gnised by the world, as a polit-
ical power in Sri Lanka.

Yr. Rajiv Gandhi hss reiterated
that he would not accept any so-
-lution which deprive the rights
of the Tamils.

_JULY 16, 1985,
r
PLOT!S VIEW OF THE SUMVIT.

The Sri Lankan regime has not come
to any political solution so far.
We have not accepted anything .
Fowever, we have no doubt that any
solution that would be put forward
by the government will never give
us the right of self-determination.
Until self-determinztion for our
people is achieved the fight for
liberation will continue, so stated
a publication of the PLOT.

JULY 49, 1985.

1o}
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DISSATISTIZD WITH TALKS.
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JULY 20, 1985,

ATNAGE

SOLDIERS RAPH TxBNAGE.
In Eastern province, a young girl
aged 14 of Kathiraveli refugee
camp was kidnapped by some sol-
diers end taken into & nearby
Sinhealese owned tile factory and

been molested.

TAMILS DRIVEN OUT.

At Pavatkulam in Vavuniya dist-
rict several Tamil families have
left their homes and living in

the near by forests in fear of

persecution.
threatened by
continuously.

They have been
armed Sinhala mobs
The Sri Lankan

government is sctively engaced

in evacuating the Tamils and
settling Sinhalas mobs in the zarea.

JULY 22, 1985,

JULY 23,

CrASE-FIRZ VIOCLATION®

In violation of the cease-fire
agreement, the army clashed with
the freedom fignters st Polikandy
Point Fedro and as a result
several army personal including
an officer were killed,

COMMUTER SHEHCT DEAD EY ARIY,

At Karainagar, a commuter was
shot dead by a convoy of army
on patrol when they fired on a
group of Thamileelam Freedom
Pighters who were wall-postering.

1985,

Several protest marches, strikes
and demonstrsticns were conducted
by the people of Mannar on the
17th, in solidsrity tc display
their cpposition tc BEuttan Summit.
The participants carried banners
with the wordings ‘'Government

is strengthening its military

JULY 26,

MONKS CPINICN,

The Budhist monks have urged the
government to gain the support of
the people to any solution for
the ethnic problem in Sri Lanka.

1685,

during cease-fire' and 'Govt.

is trying to demorslise the Tamils
tc divert treir attention from
liberation!.

FIWAWNCE MINWISTER'S GENERCSITY.

Tre Sri Lanksn Minister of Finance
¥r. Rennie de el has announced
that only ten and a quarter million
Sinhalese are fighting the Tamil
militsnts who are suvpported by more
than 60 million Tamils around the
World and as such he is prepared to
release any azmount of money to
counter them.

REMEMBRANCE OF BLACK JULY.

In remembrance of the Black July
1983, tre schools and business
establishments in the Northern
Region were closed

JULY 30, 1985,
THIMBU TALKS.

The Sri Lankan government hss
denied reports that they were not
satisfied with the Thimbu Talks
and emphasised that talks would
be resumed.
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" Tamil Stand at Thimpu

Despite a ban on day-to-day press coverage at Thimpu during the ralks between the represent-
atives of the Sri Lanka Government and the delegation of the Tamil organisations, the Sri Lanka
media reported extensively on the talks. As the Tamil point of view has hardly got adequate notice,

Mainstream publishes here two statements made by the Tamil delegates at T, /nmpu

—Editor .

-~

STATEMENT M ADE BY THE

TAMIL DELEGATION CONSISTING OF LIBERATION TIGERS

O TAMIL EELAM (LTTE), TAMIL EELAM LIBERATION ORGANISATION (TELO), EELAM
PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY LIBERATION FRONT (EPRIF), EELAM REVOLUTIONARY ORGA-
NISATION OF STUDENTS (EROS), PEOPLE’S LIBERATION ORGANISATION OF TAMILEELAM
(PI OT) AND TAMIL UNITED LIBERATION FRONT (TULF), ON JULY 12, 1985 AT THIMPU.

HAVH\G carefully considered a set, of proposals put

forward by the Leader of the Delegtion of the
Government of Sri Lanka on July 9 and 10, 1985,
we the Members of the Tamil delegation consisting
of LTTE, TELO, EPRLF, EROS, PLOT and TULF
have unanimously decided to reject these proposals,
since they do not even remotely meet the aspirations
of our people.

2. These proposals, purporting to deal with the
devolution of power directly at the District and
indirectly at the Provincial level are none other than
the old scheme announced by President Jayawardene
on December 14, 1984 at the penultimate stages of
the All Party Conference held in Colombo. All
sections of the Tamil people strongly condemned
and totally rejected the above scheme of President
Jayawardene. With callous unconcern for the wave

~of repression letloose on the Tamil pcople since
December, 1984, the revival of the defunct proposal
of President Javawardene clearly indicates that the
Sri Lankan Government has no serious intention
of finding a fuir and just solution to the Tamil issue
by peaceful negotiaticn.

3. We had resolved to participate at this Conference
to discuss primarily the violations by the Sri Lankan

armed forces and the non-observance by the Gov-
ernment of the truce agreement and to demand the
implementation of the set of pre-conditions stipulat-
cd by us. We wish to express our deep dissatisfaction
at the.explanation given to us by the Sri Lankan
Government Delegation with regard to the above
matters. We wish to reiterate that the Sri Lankan
armed forces continue military atrocities in several
arcas in the Eastern Province in breach of the truce
agreement. The armed forces are not confined to
barracks in these areas but are engaged in search
and arrest operations and, thus, harass the civilian
population, We also wish to point out that the so-
calied homeguards who in fact are armed Sinhala
civilians continue rampaging in Trincomalce and
Muthur areas committing arson and murder. We

therefore, demand that the Government of Sri Lan]\a
should takc immediate steps to confine the armed
forces to  barracks and to disarm the ‘home-
guards’.

4. We have found these proposals unacceptable
but if the Sri Lankan Government through this
delegation places any new proposals that come up
to the expectations of our pecople, we shall consider
them. (July 12, 1985)

STATEMENT MADE BY THE TAMIL DELEGATIO‘\' CONSISTING OF PLOT, EPRLF EROS,
* LTTE, TELO AND TULF ON THE CONCLUDING DAY OF THE THIMPU TALKS, JULY 13, 1985,

T is our considered view that any meaningful solu-
tion to the national question of the Island must
be based on the following four cardinal principles:

(1) Recogaition of the Tamils of Sri Lanka asa
distinct nationality;

(2) Recognition of an identified Tamil homeland
.and the guarantee of its territorial integrity;

(3) Based on the above, recognition of the
inalicnable right of self-detcrmma*lon of the Tamil
nation;

-(4) Recognition of the rightto full citizenship
and other fundamental democratic rights of all
Tamils, who look upon the Island as their country.

This was Phase | at Thimpu, capital of Bhutan.....

Different countries have fashioned different sys-
tems of Governments to ensure these principles. We
have demanded and struggled for an independent
Tamil State as the answer to this problem arising out
of the denial of those basic rights of our people. The
proposals put forward by the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment Delegation as their solution to this problen: is
totally umnacceptable. Therefore, we have rejected
them as stated by us in our statcrnent of July 12,
1985, However, in view of our earnest desire for
peace, we are prepared to give consideration to any
set of proposals in keeping with the above principles
that the Sri Lanka Government might place betorc
us.[J (July 13, 1985)

the two delegations, the official and the Tamil, across the table. Among
others are H. W. Jayewardene, leader of the official Sri Lankan delegation, A. Amirthalingam, TULF leader, and representati-
ves of the militant Tamil orga isati
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ETHNIC violence exploded in Sri Lanka yesterday as
talks between the Government and leaders of the
" Tamil separatist movement collapsed. ’

had killed 230 civilians on
an island near the to“n of
Trirncomalee.

The Eelam National Libera-
tion Front, an alliance of four
scparatist groups, said in aj
statement that Sri  Lankang
soldicrs stormed into a village§
on the island of Sambaal Thivu.§
six miles from Trincomalee atj
3 pm. :

“ They lined up its residentsy
on a road and gunned thern
down,” the statement said. :

A Defence Ministry ~poI\e~-
man. in Colombo
modore D. Jayasuriva, military§
co-ordinating officer for thef
Trmcomalee region d15m1<sed
the report.

Tamil sources in the Indian
city of Afadras said soldiers
arrived with armed Sinhalese
*“musclemen’ at the villages of
Sampantivu  and  Arankatti,
pulled -people out of - their
homes, lined them up and shot
them.

1.800 f.lce Lown

In  Thimpu, capital of
Bhutan, Tamil representatives
walked out” of - peace talks

4

accusing the Sri Lanki Govern-
i ment of genicidal intentions.
j About 1,500 people fled fmm
ithe town of Vavuniva where
' there were conflicting reports
fof 22 people killed by a
fsuerrxﬂ Jland minc blast and
(100 civilians killed in an army
‘ atrocity.

! About 1,500 Tamils headed
‘north by train to the ”UCI‘TIU
Istron'}ho Id of Jafina while 3
Smhﬂose residents  rus ‘wd
south by car, witnesses said.

A Vavuniyva hospital oficial,
iwho asked not to be named,
| said 22 bodies lav in the mortu-
lary, and about eight people had
been admilted in serious condi-
tion.—NReuter, AP,

Separatist  guerrillas  re- g
ported—and  the . Govern-
ment denied—that troops

www.tamilarangam.net
.

21 kliled in Sri E&‘ﬂ e
as Tamilfamilies ﬂ@@

From Vunha Yapa, Colombo

Twenty-one people have been
killed in the Northern province
of Sri Lanka in the latest bout of
fighting in the troubled arca.

An army convov returning to
Vavuniva from Jaffna yesterday
escaped being blown up by a
landmine when an alert soldier
found a wire stretched across
the road.

Soon afier, 1he bomb ex-
ploded and sources in Vav univa
said  Tamil guerrillas  and
civilians were killed in the
batile which followed. Eightecn

more pcople were injured,
though no sccurity force casu-
alties  have been reported.

About 200 Tamil families have
fled to Jaffna. the northern city,
while about 1,000 Tdmll refu-

opters hound guerri}‘l-:{s

Peasants suffer in.
fierce air war

In the first of two articles on the
struggle  for  power in  El
Salvador, John Carlin reports
on the fast-expanding air war.

El Salvador’s American-
supplied Air Force, easily the
most powerful in Central

America, has doubled in size in
the last vear, a decisive factor
in what is widely perceived to
have been the most damaging
period for the left-wing guer-
rillas in nearly six years of civil
war.

Salvadorean military chiefs,
looking  increasingly com-
placent about the way the war
is going, delight in the know-
ledge that President Reagan
plans still more deliveries of
helicopters, bombs and combat
aircraft.

But the Roman Catholic

Church, to which most Salva-

doreans belong, is less pleased.
More rockets, bombs and
machine-gun bullets are raining
down on El Salvador, Latin
America’s smallest - country,
than ever before.

The Church, backed by
international  human rights
groups, says that it is now not
the guerrillas so much as
civilians, mostly peasants, who
suffer most from the air
bombardment.

The formidable aerial threat
has forced the guerrillas to
break up into smal} fighting
units, abandoning the sort of
massed attacks against army
positions that gave them so

4_much success in late 1983, the

one point in the war when the
government Army  seemed
likely to coliapse.

“The Air Force has obliged
us to go on the defensive™, a
recently-captured guerrilla field

at army headquarters in San
Salvador.

“With so many helicopters
they can move to any part of
the country very quickly.
They’re on top of you in no time
at alL.”

Other guerrilla leaders, as
well as Salvadorean and Ame-
rican military officials, agree
that the government forces’ new
power in the air has in great
part compensated for the
Army’'s notorious sluggishness
on the ground.

The Air Force has 43 combat
“Huey" helicopters of the type
used in Vietnam, six helicopter
gunships and 21 planes wth
machine guns, rockets or
bombs.

groups and the guerrillay’ say
the Air Force is more than just
a military instrument, they
contend that it has become an
instrument of political terror,
designed to drain the guerrillas
of their civilian support in the
countrside. 'The Government
denies the clatm.

*What the death squads did
on the ground, the Air Force
now does from the air,” says
Seriorita Maria Julia Hernin-
dez, who runs the human rights

commander said in an interview -

The Church, human.rights"

gees are at a church in
Vavuniva.

Among the dead are the wife
and parents-in-law of the co-
ordinator of the Sarvodava
Movement, a service organiza-
tion.

Security forces also said a
bomb had been discovered near
a rcfugee camp in a Buddhist
temple in Vavuniya, where 250
Sinhalese  are  housed.

In the Eastern province, 37
burnt bodies of Sinhalese
fishermen who were abducted
last Monday have been found.

They were flecing from their

village on the eastern coast near | #
Trincomalee when their lorry |4
was hijacked by Tamil rebels |7
near Kuchache\ eli. £

monitoring office at the arci-

bishop’s office in San Salvad:.

Senorita Hernsindez gave o
an example of *the aerial deat!
squads™, the case of a 35-vear
old peasant woman killed la-.
month by a rocket from an A- .
37 jet near the disputed town o'
Suchitoto, 30 miles from S'n
Kalvador.

ILater the same day, her
brother, aged 45, was tracke:
down and m"chme gunned is:
death by an'army helicopte:.

The Church says at least 10i
civilians were. killed in air .
attacks in the first five montly; -
of this year, while the number
of refugees streaming into th:
capital from the war zone« has
been alarmingly high.

A British Jesuit who work~
with refugees said the reasor
people gave, again and agair
for fleeing their homes wa-
their fear of the Air Force.

Colonel Carlos Avilés, chicel
spokesman for the armed
forces, asserts that “in the
conflict zone there simply don’:
exist any civilians.” His view is -
that if you live in a guerrills
zone you are there because you
choose to support the guerrillas
an argument also put fOl‘“a?‘(i 5
by the American ¥mbassy and
President Duarte. :

But Senorita hcmnndcz ‘
points out . that the Geneva
Cenvention stipulates that the
lives of unarmed civilians musi |
be respected, whether they !
choose to live in a war zone or !
not, and independently of ¢
which side in the conflict they |
support.

S emtarin
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