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Batticaloa jail break was organised by Umamaheswaran
group, says Colombo

Prison guards were not harmed by uniformed intruders

Tiger strike details
+^ kid-t* «*»^ ,*v *.» . tc4al f fa

Colombo. Sept. 25:
The responsibil i ty for the da r ing j a i l -b reak in

Batticaloa Friday night was claimed by the
Uma Maheswaran group of Kelam Tigers wh ich
wants to organise the people for a massive
insurrection instead of i n d u l g i n g in i n d i v i d u a l
acts of l iquidation. The other extremist group
which claimed responsibi l i ty for wip ing out 13
army men in an ambush exactly two months

/^arlier was not involved in this daring enter-
,se, according to well informed official

sources. [The news about the escape of more
than 200 prisoners was reported brief ly in these
columns Saturday evening] .

It has been confirmed now that about 271
prisoners escaped under cover of darkness
helped by Liberation Tigers who came in two
lorries dressed in f u l l battle-colour army uni-
forms. The whole exercise did not last more
than 45 minutes.

They refuse to leave

Although the Liberat ion Tigers arranged the
escape of all the internees, which included
more than fiO Tamil pol i t ica l prisoners, then
lodged in the Batticaloa j a i l , some p o l i t i c a l
prisoners, on grounds of conscience, re fused to

leave the prison under such ciicii l i ist .mces.
According to in io rmed sourt .es those who

refused to leave the j a i l w i t h the help of the
Tigers inc luded Kev. Fr. S ing . i raver . Mrs. \ ir-
mala N i t h y a n a n t h a n . a Professor of J a f f n a
Tamil U n i v e r s i t y . Dr. S.A. T h a r m a l i n g a m . lead-
er of the Tamil Felani L i b e r a t i o n Front |TFI,F]
and Kovai Mahesan. e d i t o r of the nou pros-
cribed T a m i l Weekly " S u t h a n t h i r a n " . Among
those who le f t the j . i i i w i t h the help of the
Tigers included Rev. Fr. S i n n a i a s a . Rev. San
Jayaku la ra j ah and N ' i n n a l a ' s husband. Prof.
Ni thyanan than .

The pol i t ica l prisoners in t h i s j a i l were
transferred from Colombo's high security Weli-
kada j a i l soon a f t e r the massacre in cold blood
of 54 poli t ical prisoners lodged there.

Recently, the Colombo government proposed
to re-transfer the pol i t i ca l prisoners from Batti-
caloa to anothe; ja i l in Colombo. A. Amirtha-
lingam. leader of the Opposition in Lanka
Parliament and TULF General Secretary, wrote
a letter to President Jayewardene requesting
him not to shift the po l i t i ca l prisoners to
Colombo in the immediate background of the
massacre at Welikada.

Observers have noted tha t Hatt icaloa prison
break-out had taken place e x a c t l y two months

after the f a t e f u l ambush of 13 Sinhalese sol-
diers in th i s area. This triggered off unpre-
cedented e thn ic ; v io l ence in wh ich more than
300 Tami l s had per ished. The e n t i r e Tami l
property in the i s land r u n n i n g i n t o several
b i l l i o n s had been looted or destroyed in the
one-sided Sinhalese violence wh ich lasted in
a l l i t s l u r y t o r ,i f u l l f o r t n i g h t .

No harm to guards
According to government sources, a group of

u n i d e n t i f i e d men dressed in a r m y uni forms
managed to enter the B.i t t icaloa maximum
secur i ty j a i l a f t e r overpowering the guards. The
guards were not at all harmed They were found
trussed ut but no weapons had been used on
any of them. It appeared tha t the guards offered
lit t le resistance in view of the surprise nature of
the at tack. Immediate ly the Sinhalese navy
personnel started a manhunt for the escapees
and Tigers that organised a house-to-house
search. According to official sources, one per-
son was shot dead when he resisted the army
men from entering his house. This morning the
Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation said in its
6.30 news bu l l e t in that 15 escapees had been
captured while 10 more had voluntarily re-
turned to the ja i l . It did not give further details.
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Xjuerillas enter Batticaloa
jail,free 250 inmates

By K. SRIRAM

COLOMBO. Sept. 24. '.
In a daring jail-break in

Sri Lanka's Tamil majority
town of batticaloa on the
eastern coast, at least 250 pri-
soners, including 36 political
prisoners, escaped last night.

According to reports reach-
Ing here, the jail-break was
engineered by the People s
Liberation Organisation. A,
noMce signed on behalf of
the organisation was said to '
have been found in a mecha-
nised boat along with a ma-
chtnegun later by the police

Among the poli*dcal prsoners
who fled were several Tamils de-
tained under Sri Lanka's Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act. But at
least 15 other poli'jcal prisoners,
including a Jaffna Un'vcrslty pro-
fessor and his lecturer-wife, a'
Christian -priest, and a banned
Tamil v,Teekly's editor remained in

' t h e jail despite having all the
time to flee, sources said.

Earlier this month, the opposi-
tion Tamil United Liberation
Front) leader A. Aznirthaltngam
had written a letter to President
J. R. Jayewardene requesting
that ttie political prisoners In
Batticaloa prison be not shif'ed
to Colombo, a.s was bean* plan-
ned then, in view of th« two ear-
lier jail massacres of Tamil pri-
soners there.

Observers note that the Battl-
raloa prison breakout occurred
fxactlv two months after the fate-
ful rmbush of an army patrol in
which 13 Sinhalese soldiers were
lulled and which triggered unpre-
cedented violence against the

..-nils In the southern parts of
the island, in particular in and
around Colombo.

However. whereas the July 23
attack was purportedly the handi-
work of a rival gang — the Libe-
ration Tigers of Prabhakaran)
group — the responsibility for the
Batticaloa jailbreak is being claim-
ed by the militant group of Uma'.

who has openly
of the July 23

Maheswaran,
been critical
ambush.

It also comes in the wake of
certain anti-State activity by a
new group called the Tamil Eelam
Cobras, which had led to the
tightening of security in the
eastern parts of Sri Lanka in re-
cent weeks.

Reliable sources said a group of
unidentified men dressed in army
uniforms had managed to enter
the Batticaloa maximum security
prison and freed the prisoners
after overpowering the guards on
duty. All the guards were later
found trussed up but no weapons
had apparently been used on
them.

A curfew was clamped In the
entire Batticaloa district shortly
after the breakout was discovered,
and a door-to-door search for the
escooed prisoners was launched.
Until this evening, only four of
the 250 prisoners could be round-
ed up while four others surren-
dered to the authorities, it is
learnt. .. . -|

I'NI adds:
According to reports reaching

Colombo from Batticaloa among the
political prisoners who had remain-
ed in the jail "of their own volition"
include R?v Fr. Singarayer Mrs.
Nirmala Nithyananthaii Dr. S. A.
Tharmalingam, leader of the Tamil

[Eelafn Liberation Front (TELF)
' and Mr Kovai Mahesan editor of

the banned Tamil regional weekly
'Suthanthiran'.

Among political prisoners
who had escaped were Rev. Fr.
S'nnarasa Rev. Sam Jeyatillekrajah.
his brother Dr Jeyakularajah and
university lecturer M. Nithyanan-
than who is the husband of Nir-

|mala Nithyananthan.
I Police said the guerillas had
arrived in a lorry at about 9 p.m.

' between routine army patrols ana
had broken into the jail from tne
rear portion of the prison.

The political prisoners who were
iin the Batticaloa prison at the
time of the jail-break had been
transferred there from the Colombo
Welikada prison in July last
following the massacre of i>&
Tamil prisoners at the height 01
the ethnic violence.

, A civilian was shot dead during ,
ithe door-tc-door search in Batti-
•caioa after the jail-break last
'night.
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