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THIRUVALLUVAR ON

LEARNING, KNOWLEDGE
AND WISDOM - X .

Ku.Ve.Ki. Aasan

The whole universe, everything in Nature, is characterised by
ceaseless motion. Movement brings about change. Out of change
new things evolve. ;

The change brought about by natural evolution is different from
the one caused by-hu_fnan- endeavour. The former is natural (Eyarkai)
while the latter is artificial (Seyarkai). Motion and the consequent
change in nature are not haphazard, but take. place according to
certain universal laws. The universe is a cosmos, not a chaos.
Nature is maked by rhythm, harmony and an organic pattern. To
the extent humans understand the universal laws, they are able
to. control. and harness effectively the forces of Nature. Gaining
knowledge of the way fortes of nature function helps people to
speed up their work, use mechanical devices and increase production
with reduced exertion. For example, when we draw a pail of water
throwing the rope over a pulley and pull it downward or towards
the earth, we are able to do the work with comparitive ease. On
the other hand, if we lift the pail tied to the rope straight up,
we have to put forth greater effort. In the latter case we go against
the natural law and so find it difficult to do the same work. Thiru
Valluvar says : "Even when one knows what all can be done by
human beings, he has to gain the knowledge of the nature of the
world and-act accordingly" (couplet-637). The kural uses here the
phrase "Ulakhatthu Eyarkai" - nature of the world.

1t refers not only to the nature of organic and inorganic substances
of the world, but also human nature as it has evolved or has been
moulded in course of time. Knowledge of the physical and biological
phenomena as revealed by science has increased human power.
But this power should not be used in a manner as to disturb the
fine balance maintained by natural laws or dislocate and destroy
the intricate and intimate intef-dependence of the various forms
of the natural world. Violation of this basic principle in recent
times has resulted in various kinds of pollution and eological imbalance,
adding to human misery.

LIQUILISSTD




www.padippakarh.com

Among all the beings, humans alone are capable of gaining
unlimited knowledge and wisdom through' experience and education
using their intelligence and rational faculty. The scope of applying
the immense power gained through limitless knowledge is vast.
At the same time it is also’'conditioned by the laws that govern
‘the existence, movement and normal functioning of everything in
the world. So Thiru Valluvar advises : "Wisdom lies in knowing
the way the world exists, and in living according to the nature
of that existence" (couplet - 426). This and the above couplet
- 637 are written in the context of public affairs. While the couplet
- 426 is included in the chapter under the heading 'Wisdom’ that
lays down the need for an enlighteried administration and citizenry
to make the functioning of the state smooth and useful, the other
one quoted earlier deals with the attrlbutes of a seasoned, and
responsible executive or a minister.

Of all the beings, humans alone are capable of gaining and
wielding enormous power by improving their knowledge of science
and technology. This power is at the command of those who lead
the socio-economic and political organisations. Apart from instituiional
checks and balances, Valluvar wishes that the wielders of power

should practise restraint knowing that material, biological and ° :

psychological forces set a limit to their activities and achievements.

- We can manipulate material and biological objects and make
. things; but we cannot alter or violate the laws underlying their
being and becoming. Among the innumerabile non-human lives,
.we are able to charige or mould the behavious of only a few birds
and animals by training and domestication and that too only to
a very limited extent possible under the basic natural bio-chemical
laws. The cause of humans is different. There is immense potentia!
to change their conduct and behaviour by education. Learing new
things makes our knowledge wide and deep. We come to know
what is good and bad, just and unjust, possible and impossible,
useful and harmful.. So we acquire the abilify to make intelligent
choice and to improve our lives by purposeful activity. But even
learning does not give humans the freedom to disobey the laws
of nature : "Even though very learned, those who have not learnt
to conduct themselves in harmony with (the movement and nature
of) the world are really unwise.” (Couplet - 140). This observation
is made while Valluver deals with the behaviour of the person as
an individual or a houscholder, under the heading “Righteous Condusi".
So he implies that judgement concerning moral conduct should
not ignore the nature of the functioning of the world. The author
_of Thiru Kural subscribes to the principle that the private behaviour
as well as the public activities of people should be moderatred by
consideration of conforming to the universal laws of nature.
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APRIL FOOL! AM I TOO?

- Swami’ Sﬁndarananda

Every year on the first day of the month of April, several people who are deemed to be educated
or who had spent more days In the classrooms of the schools or colleges enjoy the day with full
-{readom by befooling others who happen to come across their way. This curious custom borrowed
* without Interest from our former rulers, who had sown in our minds the seeds of Cricketism, Neck
Tie-fsm and 'Hellolsm’ Is fast progressing in alt the towns and cities along with the ratio of population
increase, which has now crossed one hundred crores. When Bharathi wrofé his golden song on
his motherland he had known only thirty crores of Indians whom he declared the owners of whole
country. In a very short span of time it had trebled! What greatness and nicety in increasing the
number of working hands that could create wealth for the nation! When a child is born, a force
of two hands emerge that will produce wealth on attaining the age of twenty.

~ The nation that has more hands to wark must be the richest in the world, but unfortunately
our country is now termed as poor country among maoy. In what sense our country is poor when
we have 200 crores of hands ready to create wealth? Nobody is prepared to tell the Aruth or accept
the truth which is hidden under seat of God! Is it not true that only human hands create weaith
though it is told that God only created the wealth. | do not deny that the so called God had created
the earth, air and water, but that ltself can never be useful wealth unless the man lays upon his
hands on existing nature. This is the truth that is eternal but is hidden under the dark lies.: A
fow people emerging out-from the masses as moral elites take upon their shoulders the responsibility
of governing the land and guiding the people do not allow ail the people to work. Selected few
from the Society emerge from the same society 1o reach the top and act as the sole representative
of God and a situation was created to find out ways {o control the wealth and guide the movements
of the popuiation - that is - the society. In the beginning jt was almost for some centuries but
slowly changed colour, where abject exploitation became the order of the day. Everything was fiappening
behind the masses and became-natural and customery that human hands willing and able.to work
and create wealth were morally chained o wait for the orders from the rulers of the land. Man
as the product of nature or creation of God has to work and produce anything he can make with
his skill to return In lieu of things he gets from others - the sociely. When this is the natural
aw on earth man has changed il aginst the will of God! Though there is only one God in the Universe
some people had divided Him and glorfous creations of Land and Nature into segments 1o own it

. for themselves by sell appainting as naturat owners of the land and faith. $0 we find several clonings
of God.

It is sald to be.democracy and only the persons who are deemed to be owners of land and
God should control the fabour of the human beings. - Unless these Toppers agree nobody can use
his hands to praduce anything for the benefit of the society who are free to waste their skill and
energy to stay a poor - blessed by God!* By this method the society is manintaining the balance
between the haves and havenols keeping the God as a powerful wilness!

So much go, evéry year on Aprll All Fools Day is celebrated where the western fions pussed!

Sorry, friends | have taken your valuable time for goind through my scrlbllngs | have one
request. When you go to bed to sleep dont forget to analise the day's work you have done to the
society in lieu of the benefits you have enjoyed.

. — — — 1 (glr!'u&,mﬂ
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FIE UPON THE GODDESS OF FO_RCE
- Prof. K. Venkatachari |

infants of Innocencel
Emerging from the womb
Instantly entering the tomb!
Beastly mothers! ;
Killing their own kids!
Preying on their own babies!

Female!l. The sex is the sin!

Dread of dowry devours the Divine Babe!

Pulls out the Godly Wedge of Life
2 Between Birth and Deathl

Fie upon the Goddess of Force!

Feminine Force! ’

Mute witness to the strangllng

of Feminine Grace!

Paradoxical people!

Deifying the feminine force!

But decimating the feminine grace!

Alas! the bud is burnt

Before it blossoms!

Spared if,

Doused to death

No sooner than wedlock!

The in-laws ‘their own sex

Turn thelr own enemy!

Where is the remedy? »
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