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Liberation Fighter

- Sométimes my back feels heavy,
my maching gun cold as steel.
But death is the friend of thase
who Jove deeply; so | go fearless.

Trudging the hillsides with the heavy
tread of my belief,

| struggle to remain hidden

while most men yearn to be known.

1 am a shadow.

Only my actions are real

an explosion that rocks a general's sleep,
or & missing soldier.

"My people are my mountalns’

and they hide me in their caves.

One day, it may happen

that | will be taken

quielly, stealthily to the reverside

by uniformed men, the general’s men
and be destroyed;

without witness without audience.

But they will only destroy a shadow.

No poets will write about me;

hut the villagers will remember me
my friends in the chai shop
wondering why | threw up a wall
of silence around them.

My body will never be found,

At night, I'll rise with the water
seep down as mist over the valleys.

And when my friends are thirsty,
they will find me glittering in g e
They will drink me up
and continue the fight.

—MAHMOOD JAMAL.
. From 'SILENCE INSIDE
A GUN.3 MOUTH'
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