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No Homecoming

“What is the greatest wonder of all?” Will he come home?
“Every day Death takes lives beyond counting, yet those ! . Whenz
who live think: Death can never come this day to me.” Whepwillmybrotiel Cois Nome?

3 MAHABARAT% itg/zl) We will fight them on the beaches and fight them on the shores,
< 7 a great man did once say

S’he cries out as he turns and walks away ?‘ 7 ﬁf;/S
Around his neck a cyanide capsule hangs like a noose, K
the tropical winds make it sway.

The child who once suckled her breasts,

leaves her now as she beats her chest.

He marches oft this boy, who looks like a toy soldier

[ wonder if he will live to see older

Fifteen years old, just hit puberty

He marches off to fight for liberty.

While others chase women down city streets

He chases the enemy and hopes to never meet

Yemen in some dark corner come to take him neither
Will he come home?

When?

When will her son come home?

but here they fight in temples and in churches.

For them it is a game, but we do not want to play.

The sky rains down lightening bolts

here tightening does strike the same place twice

They scurry into bunkers like frightened mice.

Like Shiva’s cosmic dance their suffering is never ending
but for their pride there will be no bending,

She prays “Oh Lord grant me this boon:

not for me rebirth, I shall live in your matted hair next to the moon.”
Where the lightening bolt struck lies a twisted body
It is an infant; she managed to save her teddy
Another mother weeps

She knows

Her child will not come home

Slowly she moves into the crowd

As [ sit in front of my computer screen playing Doom; Today she will make her people proud

he sits on guard looking up at the moon Around her waist she feels the devil’s breath
His finger on the trigger of his AK-47 wondering if he’ll ever see heaven From whence others bring life she will bring death.
Homework, girls, acne: [ don’t think I can cope Not for her are brightly coloured sarees and twenty four carat jewellery
He has lost his virginity he fights to preserve his hope. In heaven is where she will face her jury.
My brother cries out in the next room | come rushing Once a country without heroes now a nation of martyrs
Yet at home my brothers are dying, from their wounds As she prepares to free her athma her nerve falters
a nations’s blood is gushing; In her mind she can see herself running through paddy fields and rubber
Kali stalks the battlefield; not a drop of blood shall pollute the ground plantations
She drinks like a wench, her thirst never ending, Giggling and laughing, as innocent as a morning flower.
In orange saffron robes she doth dress But they came and drained her nectar, condemning her to wither.
head is shaved yet her hair is a mess She closes her eyes and closes her brain
Yet here I sit in resplendent splendour as angels weep it begins to rain.
my four bedroom two bath room brick veneer suburban home Every soldier must die in history
I am a Tamil ‘tiger’ but you will not hear me roar : 1 - M : She pushes a button and creates a mystery.
I have been civilised by the white man i Bl FSD6T lf’ﬂ'&&'\i’l&ﬁl’l’l &gﬁn@mm ' She will not come,
I will try hard not to whimper 4 9 dﬂﬁ@ﬂ'ﬂf!ﬂf{ - There will be no homecoming.......
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