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THE TASK BEFORE US

Activity in regard to the building of an Alliance broad
enough to include not only the SLFP but ~1lso any party that is
willing to take an oppositional position to the Premadasa Govern-~
ment and to struggle for the preservation of democratic rights
continues. Already, the SLFP, the LSSP, the CPSL, the BNP (Chandrix-)
and Nihal Perera's DVJP regularly meet and plan out common action.
Several meetings in principal towns have been held by these five
parties acting together. Agitation campaigns such as the distri-
bution of leaflets protesting against the rise in the cost of
living have also been undertakén. Nevertheless, in the absence
of some degree of polarisation of opinion within the SLFP in
regard to the Premadasa Government there is the persisting diffi-

; culty of giwing to this alliance a clear form and definition.

‘ There is in the SLFP a section that is against tbe formation of

this Aalliance. Stanley Tilekeratne, Managala Moonesinghe, have

a2t all times acted as a Premadasa lokby inside the SLFP. Anura

Bandaranaike has shown a preference for an alliance with the MEP

in preference to an alliance with the Left. The SLFP's inability

£b$formulate political and economic.positions as alternatives to

: those of the UNP and still retain or attract the commercial capit=-
list class that has gained by the UNP's "open economy" may be onc

reason for this but at present the wmain reason appears to be the

desire of these sections in the SLFP to participate fully in the
current war effort of the Government and to gain by. The LSSP
understands that this can be countered inside the SLFP itself
only by compelling it to take A clear oppositional line against
the Premadasa Government. Although this is a line that will have
immense mass appeal it showvld not te forgotten that within the
United Socialist Alliance itself we came across opposition to
such a move in the S.L.M.P. The Party is at present discussing

| the basis of its future work within this perspective and the

} Central Comnittee has been summoned for the beginning of October.
| The Resolution approved by the C.C. will appear in our next issue.
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L.T.T.E. BREAKS TENUQOUS PEACE
(LSSP Statewment of 13th June 1990)

The LTTE with its widespread attacks on police stations
and the armed services in the Northern and Eastern provinces has
shreded to tatters the tenuous peace in the two provinces which
the Govermnment held up as its main achievement during the several
months it has been in office.

It should be observed that apart from its professions of
consultation and consensus the Government has had no policy on
the question of restoring normwmalcy to the North and the East
After the IPKF quit the region. In lieu of a definite policy it
entered into undisclosed talks with the LTTE to the exclusion
of all other Tawil speaking groupings and the result of this
was the virtual handing over of the North and the RBast to a
heavily armed LTTE. The LTTE made no secret of its intollerence
of opposition and dissent. That its next step should ke the
resuvmption of military operations is no surprise.

‘ The LSSP condemns the LTTE's on-going attacks on police
statlons aﬁd Lhe armed services as uncalled for and provoOcative.
Such action will result in untold wmisery to the people of the
North and the Rast. The LSSP recognises that the Government

can have no altermative but to proceed to take control of the
situation. It however cautions the Government that great care
should ke taken to safeguard the people of the region from the
consequences of indiscriminate military operations. The LSSP
geos that it is possible for the Government to act so ag to
politically isolate the LTTE.
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f-THb RICHARD DE SOYSA CASE

ERE 9

.;g The abductlon and murder of the~Puman.R1¢hts,Journallbt
Rlchard de: .Zoysa :took a. dramaulﬂ ;turn .when  the ‘murdered man's
- -mother Dr. (Mrs)- Manoranl oaravaﬂamutuu 'sucgeeded yin - 1dent1fy1r
-therman who led. the--abductors to her house.in.the. early hours
ﬂtof 18 th, Februafy,‘1990 and took away - her ‘son: a3 a.Seniox
= s Superintendent of Police; Ronnle GunaQ1nﬁ’he° ‘The -Magistrate-
‘to whom Mrs. Smruvanamuttuqstated her case through,her 1a‘~ﬂ/er5
Comrade Batty Weerakoon ordered the arrest and production of

L{g

3 _+hls suspect., The _Police however did not carry out. uhls order
? --and+the Attorney General Jjustified this action.of. the -Police
L - tistating to-Court that there was not sufficient evidence to

take isteps ag@lnst'»hls,subpect,¢lﬁ-the face of=the:Atborney
~Generalls:idecision thermagistrate;hadgnogalternative:bﬁ% to
“discontinue the inquiry proceédinpsoﬁhowever she -did no#b+ -
‘rescindyhe? order t56 arrest: and produce the suspecti»This
clearly ‘shows that the! Magistrate Mrs.Rohini. Walgqma,does n0u
fﬁﬂree*w1+h he&ttorney;beneral’g&d@ClSlonﬁ“Butvln ‘an’ “inquiry”

of this nature the Attorney Genergl's powers are so wide as
to enable to act in: thls manneT . = <. L 1Tt peaaie

- Now  that -the procgedlﬁps in Court have been dJsconthued
the agltatlon is" leng taken ‘up in Parlisment and: elsewhers
= ﬂor the ‘appointment -of an Independent: Comm1531on of -Inquiry.
SR LipRg S casé’ is important beecausge: ‘itvis thé first- instance
when it has been pOSSlbly to trace a deauh squad to tbe POllCOo

.,,,,‘
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;f . L.S.8.P. CONDEMNS MASSACRE OF MUSLIMS IN THE EAST

The L.T.T. Etg terrorlst attaok on hundreds of Musllm men
and chlldren in their mosques in Kattankudi on Frlday, the-

3rd August draws upon itself universal condemnatlon,,These

who attempt to draw a parallel’between the LLTE’S terror.ist
‘attack in Anuradhapura in. 1985 and the Kattankudi, Akkaraloattu
and related recent attacks by these terrorlsts on the Bast
Coast Muslims-are only mlsleadlng themselves. The Anuradhapura
attack was an isolated one and the terrorists themselves
claimed it to be reprisal. The LTTE's attacks on the East coast
are by terrorists who freely penetrated this region up to
Amparal during its fifteen morths of sham negotlatlons w1th

the Government. N ~ : -
~_ At-the time of the EPRLF admlnlstratlon of the Easbern
‘Province through a Provincial Council in which the Musllms too
were gizably represented the LTTE ‘was shut out of that region.
It is only after the EPRLF administration éoilapsed that the

e LITE had a free run in the region. The LITE took advantave
o .0fthe freedom, and the facilities offered to them by thef‘ﬁe :
> S o N AP € 4 e
~ Government in® order O establish themselves in thls reglon in

such manner as permits them even now to have hit-and-run
squads operate fe arlessly.

These brutalltles rerretrated on the Nusllms ‘are acts
~calculated to call upon *he Tamil villages in the area a
backlash of terror from “hose who have been attaaked and from
State agencies. It is tnvoumh such methods that hit-and-run
squads transform themseIWes into guerllla bands 1ndent1fy1ng
themselves withca people who are themselves under attack.
This being so the Goverrient has to take every conceivablé-
step to isola*te the LTTE- from the Tamil people of the reglon.
This can be done only by showing to the Tamil people that. the
Government'has an adequate npolitical solution for their problems
and that the LTTE has no need to fight their cause. It is
regrettable thet the Government has not as yet taken this
step. A responsible Government cannot call upon the whole
world to get together with it 5o hammer out a solution. The
intermittent calls to an All-Party Conference really betrays

e s’

- the GQVernment’t refusgal to take reepon51b111ty for a political
solution. That u-FuR1ingneéaierTiapepaeiiyisanihave disasterous

. consequences. '
: - continued
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The Lanka Sama Samaja Party sees that whilst the provision
of adequate security to the people of the Eastern province is
important that by itself is no solution to the problem or
deterrent to attacks. The Government must address itself to the
real problem which ig to keep the LITE terrorists politically
isolated from the people of the rezion.

R R o e e R b P R b SR e e O L L R O R ek Tk S e TR R
U.S. ANv ITS ALLIES MUST WITHDRAYW FROM THE GULF
(Statement on the Gulf Crisis)

The Lanka Sama Samaja Party recognises the need for Iraq
to withdraw its armed forces from Kuwait. The Ilragi invasion
of Kuwait was however a wholly regional issue and should have
bee n best left for the region itself to settle it through the
several fora it has for this purpose. But the United States of
Americs refused to leave it at that level. In its anxiety to
protect its own vested interests in the region it drummed up the
charge of an imminent invasion of its ally Saudi Arabia b ¥y
Irag and put itself on a war-footing in the Gulf. It has dragooned
behind itself some of its allies in the region,

The U.S.A. got up this war situsbtion in the region despite
it being clear that left to itself Iraq had no reason to invade

.. or-attack Saudi Arabia and what had been mishandled or mismanaged
“was wholly an Irsqi-Kuwait problem. It is tragic to think that

detente between the big powers should leave 2ny of them free to
think that it e¢on brow-beat smaller nations with impunity.

The U.S.A's belligerent intervention has only promoted a
further deterioration .of the situaiion. Irag has, presumably
as a result of this intervention, converted its invasion of
Kuwait into an annexation snd occupation of that country. It is
perhaps one way of countering the growing USA backed military
threat if one did not wish to be cowed by it. It is not diffi-
cult to think of the several situations in which measures which
are presently being described by the USA as defensive precipi-
tately turning into clearly offensive omnes. ’

The Lanka Sama Sgmaja Party wishes to add its voice to
those who would call upon the USA and its allies in the present
cxercise to withdraw from the region their forces which have
been added since the bezinning of this month and thus pave the
way for the withdrawal of Iraqi troops from Kuwait. That can be
the only way for a peaceful settlement of the issues between
Irag and Kuwait.

(Statement released on 10.8,90)
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?.'TRANSPOR FARE HIKE UNJUSTIFIED

<ty e

. demands LSSP CPSL and BNP 1n J01nt Statement : ' '.f

ERREL

”—ew1thltbe.varlat10n dependlnq onisectlohs“aﬁa'routes. In effect

'fthe transport bill- for A person who travels Al dlstance of;404mlleev”‘-

Rs. 2 OOO/~ w1ll amountuto abeut*
.'s'? %““’?’:b -
p031t10n of, lower 1ncome”groups 1s far worse.‘~;

" SlnCe tbe UNP qovernment took offlce 1n 1977

L g rea L e 1 .
N N . S O3 _.;-., r‘?'z:‘. {

‘recent increase of?a furtherl30 to 50% ““ll»be a

Sy peEnig o T o L s W YELETm NN

L

. £503
to the:.common.. man. whose cost of llVlng index: has,

s 8

the’ astronomlcalfflgure-of\1023"3iv iang.

" The. government s..efforts to. take refuge‘behlndfthe incrense;

in world-fuel: prlcee fellow1ng on- the Gulf” crlslsﬁare dncdhvincing.
NoE%eniy areithe 1nlfeased fares maee appllcable to stocks 1mported

the size- - Of s thd w2 S
increase suggests.that the govermment is really out to make
|

commutersypay, toireCOUp~accumuletedzlosses:ineope;agingﬁcosgs&dyeqx;h
‘Baar Revalub ou,

to tblrteen ‘yehrsYof itsTgrods” mlsmanagement*"’ “

. "The,.governnpent's: dec151on,to 1mpose such ars harp«increase~inuﬁ

>

fares has been Eakensi n conjunctl n wit

s"ca: ST R o -~i- "’\‘\'-,‘ LRY 502

aw\»/

f“ “he people cannot be f31r1y asked te bear thle addlaaonal~

burden. We therefore demand that the government's decision to increasco

bus aud rail fares” once_aqaln Pe*reseindedst w78 presised guer v

ES A Do DO W ¢ L W {.5”“‘/"

(Statement 1ssued on 3ist August, 1990)
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N.M. Commemoration: L e e TR T i

~The 1ith Amniversary 'of the death of late Dr.N.M. Perera
i, Was marked on a wide scale throughout the country this year. h
“% This took the form' of commemorative weetings, seminars, pinkamas,
essay competitions and elocution, contests. . Haele

B

= The wainwevent was the N.M. Memorial Lecture which was held

for the fifth time on 28th August 1990 at ' aAnanda Colleqge,
Colowko. The Guest Lecturer was Professor Sirisena Tilekeratne,
HeAad, Economics Dept. of the University of Sri JayawardenAapura.
The theme of his lecture was "SOCIAL EQUITY & WELFARE".

Prof.Tilekeratne dealt with the movement led by the LSSP
which contributed largely to the wide~-ranging social welfare
measures Sri Lanka adopted. He also pointed out that with the
weakening of the Left the welfare system the country enjoyed
hitherto came under attack due to financial pressures exerted
by international lending institutions,

The commemorative event was pfesided over ky Comrade Bernard
Soysa, General Secretary, LSSP. It was Aattended by a large and
distinguished gathering. ‘
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LEON TROTSKY REMEMBERED:

The L.S.S.P. observed the 50th anniversary of the assasination
of Leon Trotsky, co-leader of the 1917 Great October Revolution.

The Meworial Meetinq was addressed by Prof.0smund Jayaratne
and Dr. Suwanasiri Liyanage. The speakers stressed the contewmp orary
relevance of Trotsky's ideas and pointed to the fast changing
political situation in the USSR and East Europe. Describing the
situation in these parts of the world as cowplex and fluid the
speakers underlined the need for political clarity on the basis
of Trotsky's teachings which they said provide a key to the
vonderstanding of the cowplex and complicated events now unfolding
on the international plane.

The meeting was largely attended and was presided over by
Comrade Chandra Gunasekera. :
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