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The Lanka Samasamoja Pacty ic 6f the view that the country has
reached a point when any Turkher delay in solving the ethnic

problem will spell disaster to all communities alike. The recent
horrible killings,which arc condemned outright, point most urgently
to the neel to find a way out of the ethnic conflict. The mistakes
and the contlnuing dilatory p01101e of the CGovernment on the matter
in issue cannot any lonner be” “excuced Y e R

It will be recalled that when the LITE was hannered by the TPXe
and was reduced to despeoration they rushed to Presiient Premadasa
who extended to theq a nozt hearty welceie. They were cunptdonusly
lodged. They were allowed to drag out negotintions for ~onths and
months. The Sri Lankan army and the Police who hal moved into the
Positions and sctations handed over by the EPKKZWQPQ subjected to the
huniliation of withdruwing from those positions © please the LTTE.
They used the tine to. conotruct their bunkers and Lortily thnmselves.
They even got back uoun of’ their weapons. Then, having lulled the &
Governnment into the belici’ that an agrecnent was about to he reachcd
;GhbyfldﬂﬁCHLd a-ailitary cliensive againgst thn’ur1 .anJn force a -i
The: countrv suf.'ers on account of the Governaent' blundnrs.

Thc war has resalted in a tragic slaughter and ﬂdlﬂiul on all cides.
What is worst of all is that innocent pecople wmhexzrz not involvad in
any way in waging war are sulfering. Those in the affectnd arcus
cannot cultivate their fiﬂldu. There is inalcqaate sunnly ol food which
in any event is 1I903°ib1y expensive. There ure practicaully no nodical
facilities and no aodic1nes. Jany iieﬁ‘in the course of the aerial

bombings. ow the "ccent ~horrible killlnwu show that th i ituation
has been trqnsformed 1nto the pclitical and ﬂllitarv 1mpa ase of
escalating terror and countnr terror, . N ; L s

Negotiations with the<LT“E have béén'réndcréd:iﬁbbssigié. deverthe-
less a way ocut hus to be ronad. | ®

Preceding all this ig a sad tale of frustration. The® Bdnﬁdrdndike“
Chelvanayukan Pact, the ‘Dudley onnanayake~0helvanavukam "inderstanding!
the creation of di“tflct bevelopnent Councils - all Add up to cne
Jhwastly Luailure alter Jnother on the part of govnrnn»nt s. fearful of
a losc of supnort in the Scuth thoey have failed to innl‘an what they
theagselves had pronis ed The nost recent effort is thn ‘creation of
the Prcvineial Pouuc1l« on the thirteenth Annndent E%;th” Constitution.
Some ministers-are unW1111np to pivc the Councilc th 'mnwnvﬁ expec ted
to he davalved andarp 1hn umcndmont. annnnmon@ﬁp v mqu* pe}ioigp
foredoom them into becoming mere cogs in fhe.UNP’ nlcctoral machine.
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The effort made by the EPKLF to get gui o€ the ettwic %k.81° rﬁfﬁnﬁh
the North-tfast Provineial Council was alse siyashed byﬁGovernmentu
The' EPRLY was left to be slaughtercd by the LTTE and then they were
Pushed into causing a deadlock leuding to the dicsolution of the
Council.

One bright thr&ud energes f'roa this tale of repeated disappointnent
and resulting bitterness. This is the fact that all politiecal partie:
at least uccept the prineiple of the devolution of power Trom the
Centre and that it is increasingly realised that a aclution is to be
found only on the basis of the sharing of Poner.

e

In the reeent yours of.this onfoing tragedy the Government of
President Premadasa is scen to have cons 1°tnnT1V avoic B
own position and its own pronosalsg to solve the problen. Phrtlﬂﬁ
hesitdte to stute their positions openly for fear of being pilioried
oy opponents who onportunistically use the weapens of majority or
ninority chuuvinisa. 3ut a Government has no ripght to take 1 such a
Position. The Govermaent is obligud in every way to formulate its
preposals te try to solve the problen. s denocrutic governnent is
obliged to tell the pecple what it intends to ao. devertheless Tollow
ini; on the mcandﬂring diseussions of the all-Parties' Zonfercnce the

Governnent keeps its silence on these igsues and continucs on its
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Howover, r Jcogniaing that the problem has to be sclved oan the basis
of true decmocracy, the proservation of the territorial integrity and
unity ol the Tsland and the equality of all commmuitiés we can see
that thers are two sets of proposals that cun form the bagsis of @
selution.

The first is the set of propositions centuincd in Fart 1L of the
Programme of the ucnocratic Pecnles' alliance it Terward on behalfl
of Mrs. Srima K.D.fandaranaike in the last @rosidential slection. Now
there is the formulaticon of proposals advanced by the Tamil revrecent
atives in the sll-Parties' Conforence. Both formuls E’onﬂ P“COQHl“C*th
need to huve un arca in which the Thails ﬁ;ﬁi?géhi:wnle cun have the
satidfuction of shuping their own desti ay and the need to have a
similur sclution f'or the Muslims, while sdeguately safeguarding the
rizhte of the vinhala pecple in thoese areas and the rignts cf the
Mianoritics in the rezt of fRhe ccuntry. This is divferent Crom the
hegeacnic agbiticac rathlcs:%g pursued by the leaderschip of the LITE
It provid@g the basic for the mngrnimg party to phake Known the
golutign it preposcso.

we call upon the Governnent to seekx witheut Ac lay through the diesn
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discussion of theco proposials a Cormulation that can win the
main support of ali communities. We call upon the Government to

. offer 'such a formuluation to the peoplua of the North and the East
to commence the ending of their precasent miasery. a» Geovernment that
hedges on this matter orfeits its right to rule.
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dernaril Zoysa.
Genoral “ecretnry, Losf.
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