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“The Jaina declare that Mahavira's great message
to mankind was that birth is nothing and caste nothing but
karma every thing, and on the destruction of karma future
happiness depends.”
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God in jainism is the ideal, man, that is to say, the
ideal of man; there is a way to achieve it and that is the
jain ethical way" -
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“Jainism is definitely atheistic, if by atheism we mean
the denial of a divine creative spirit. In the philo sophy of
the Jainas no place is reserved for God, Indeed, it seems
probable that the first Jainas did not acknowledge Gods at
all, They early taught that one should not say "God rains"
but just 'the cloud rains'. Thus, one of their fundamental
principles would seem to have been that there is no power
higher than man. This principle, however, it is instructive
to note, soon proved unworkable, and it has long since
been practically abandoned. The Jainas do worship, yet
are the objects of their worship neither God nor Gods.
Denying God, They worship man, to wit, the Venerable
(Arht) The conqueror (Jaina), the founder of the (four) or-
ders (Tirthankara).
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The history of ancient India is a history of thirty
centuries of human culture and progress. It divides itself
into several distinct periods, each of which, for a length of
several centuries, will compare with the entire history of
many a modern people. In these thirty centuries of human
culture and progress, the jaina contribution is a solid
synthesis of many-sided develapments in art, architecture,
religion, morals and science; but the most lmportant
achievement of the Jaina thought is its ideal of Ahlmsa

gigs) 2000 m  saavmunif] 29

LIQLILI&LD



www.padippakam.com

CpsralifBuralsdy gy GOLUTSS S
pH3P0 FweTd LreIIGHE®SO LD YTTUSE
WITETTTa6T LIGVIT Shpith SHAgISGmard Sramias)
meub ersirgy Hlenew SRBpeir,

A note on Bhagavata purana in Wilson's Vishnu
purana has it : "That work enters much more iuto detail on
the subject of Rishaba's devotion and particular
circumstances not found in any other Purana. The most
interesting of these are the scenes of Rishaba's wanderings,
which are said to be Konka, Venkata, Kutaka and Southern
Kamataka or the western part of the peninsula; and the
adoption of the jaina belief by the people of those
countries."
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