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WOMEN'S LIBERATION

As a citizen in North America, I have been able
to see the products of a liberated society. I have
seen large companies run by women in top positions. I
have also noticed the increase of women doctors and
garbage collectors.

As a youth in the 1980's in North America, I
have witnessed equality. I have been taught both by my
society and my family that I have the same rights and
potential as my brother. There is nothing that I can't
do that he can do. I have been told to get an educati-
on so that I may have a job outside of the home.

I have had the chance to compete against boys
and have done better than any of them. I have had also
boys for friends. Some were close and others more dis-
tant. Some friendships lasted for four days and others
longer.

As a single female student studying in Norway,
I believe that the Women's Liberation Movement has be=-
come the movement which has liberated my whole gener-
ation. For it is no longer uncommon to see boys uncer-
tain and scared. I have seen little girls playing with
trucks in the dirt.

And yet I have noticed a 40% divorce rate in
North America in 1985. Most of my classmates do not
have two parents living together. The suicide rate
among my generation is at levels never heard of before.

What is right? Is inequality proper when one
party is treated as dirt? Is equality correct when the
two parties want to go their own way? There must be a
third way? Does another generation have to be the one
to discaver it?

Sandra Knowleg, Canada.
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Lettre a 1'Editrice

Le printemps est proche. De temps en temps nous
revoyons les premiers rayons du soleil qui nous
réchauffent le coeur et nous redonnent espoir, malgré
un tunnel qui ne semble jamais se terminer.

Le tunnel ? Hélas oui, en France et au Sri Lanka.
Le nombre des déboutés s'accroit en France, méme si on
entend parfois qu'un tel a finalement recu la carte de
réfugié. Cette carte de réfugié, si indispensable
soit-elle, n'est pas un sésame automatique, Les démar-
ches administratives demeurent trés longues et trés
lourdes. La crise du logement reste la méme, le chéma-
ge aussi. Les cours de francais sont insuffisants pour
posséder la langue et s'adresser 3 un interlocuteur de
langue francaise. Il faut fournir de trés gros efforts
et s'armer de courage pour avancer coiite que coiite
dans une mer houleuse.

En comparant la vie & une mer déchalnée, je revois
les images du littoral du Sri Lanka que nous avons
quitté pour combien d'années ? Peut-8tre pour toujours.
Le Sri Lanka qui s'appelait autrefois la perle de
1'0céan Indien est une terre ravagée par des luttes
fraticides. Quand une partie du corps nous fait trés
mal, nous avons 1'impression que nous avons mal par-
tout, nous ressentons un grand malaise général. C'est
ce qui se passe dans notre pays. Il y a des régions
qui sont ensanglantées par la guerilla, les bombarde-
ments, les arrestations arbitraires, les disparitions,
mais le reste du pays souffre aussi. Toutes ces séries
de violence que nous rapportent les journaux, les
radios ou la télévision nous heurtent profondément et
nous font honte. Les hommes de bonne volonté tendent
tous leurs efforts pour construire une nation ol cha-
cun peut s'accepter différent et jouir des mémes
droits. Nos religions et notre mentalité orientale
nous rappellent constamment 3 la tolérance et a la
réconciliation. En ce temps de Car@me ol nous revi-
vons d'une maniére plus intense 1'exemple du Christ
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qui a pardonné & celui qui 1'avait livré si traiteuse-

ment et & ses bourreaux, a nous-mémes malgré potre

médiocrité, méditons sur notre rdle. g
Soyons la ou nous sommes en tef%é d'exil ou '

ailleurs, des batisseuses de paix. La paix nfgét?pas

3 confondre avec passivité. La paix est active, elle

demande que nous posions des actes, des actes de soli-

darité, de confiance mutuelle, méme si cela dérange

et nous remet en question.

Sr Antoinette

THE REAL COSTS OF MILITARIZATION

The annual military bill s now approaching 450 billion US dollars,
while official development uid accounts for less than 5 percent of
this figare.

1. The military expenditure ol only half a day would suffice to finance
the whole malaria eradication programme of the World Health
Organization, and less would be needed to conquer riverblindness,
which is still the scourge of millions.

5 A modern tank costs about one million dollars; that amount could
improve storag: facilities for 100,000 tons of rice and thus save
4000 tons or more annually : one person can live on just over
a pound of rice a day. The same sum of money could provide
1000 classrooms for over 30,000 children. '

3. For the prige of one jet fighter (20 million dollars) one could
set up about 40,000 village pharmacies.

4. One-half of one percent of one year's military expenditure would pay
for all the farm equipment needed to increase food production and
approach sclf-sufficieacy in food-deficit low-income countries by 1990.

«North-South. A Programme for Survival”. Report of the Independent
Commission op lnternational Development Lssues.

— from a paper circulated at Pilimatalawa T heological College
on College Day, 28.2.7986.
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