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Stop grumbling about the prices. Look at the X
brigbter side. Our foreigntrade bas increased.  ['m really sorryfor them, you know. When I was living
The GNP bas gone up. The foreign reserves above the povertyfine 1100 used to get terribly npset and
bave jumped to $27 billion... worried whenever fares were hiked)
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Oppose this War of Shame on Iraqg!
Down with this Imperialist Repeat Offender!!

Yet again Iraq is in the crosshairs of the US war machine. For it has become the stum-
bling block in the yankee imperialists’ burden of making possible a petter future for the
people of fraq and middle east! Every now and ther;, as if not sure of themselves, Clinton
alongwith his shamless aily Blair, make & song and dance for their case as it is for the "best
interests” of the world, for the people of the middle east, for the people of Iraq. Still not
satisfied, as he had been “working hard to build peagce in the middle east and to strengthen...
relations with Arab world", that Glinton and his trigger happy cronies had the heart to talk
about an early air strike on Iraq before the advent of the month ot Hamzan so that Iraq would
be left in the valley of peril while the rest of Arab fraternity evoke the premonitions of god in
peace.

True, had some observers described the destruction done in by the five week long
“Operation Desert Storm" 1990-91 in Iraq by US and its allies as “near apocalyptic”, the new
one initiated unilaterally by US and Britian, patented &s "Operation Desert Fox" has even
made the above adjective redundant. While the five week long Parsian Gulf War of 1990-91

" saw lrag being rummaged by 88000 tons of bombs, the latest four day long battering of lraq

witnessed more than 500 Tormohawk missiles being fired, msore than all and much more
deadlier than what was used seven years before.

All along this war of shame Glinton and his entourage were in want of more and more
excuses. Belying all those brave talks and brave face put up by the big bully was that fire
there; down the belly of the heasl.

For the failure to “get rid" of Saddam despite the hype and pomp of a “Desert Storm" had
risen like a spectre of overwhelming fear and concern over the bubble of “invincibility” of the
big bully, threatening to burst, sending shivers down the spine of the impertalist war ma-
chine. And more so with the sight of vying powers like France and Russia trying to reap
advantage of the situation and cut into the US domination in the Persian Guli—something
ever digestible to the dictum of Uncle Sam.

This devil of a nightmare was what provoked US ten months ago when it threatened to
run over Iraq. But then little could Uncle Sam restrain to rest in peace for those long ter
months that this renewed aggression befalling Iraq was no more a surprise but a pointer t
the slippery slope of an ever increasing lawless world that is ahead of us.

While it brought once again to the fore how wealk and meek is the UN which has to bea
with this method of madness of the US imperialist bulldog it also tore to shreds the facad
of this multilateralism of UN to reveal its vulgar face of that of the meeting point of th
representatives of ruling classes around the world to share {heir interests, solicited by th
godfather—the us.

What the US would strive to hide is the fact that control of Gulf oll is key to its super pow!
status. What has made the “Desert Fox" different from its early avatar "Desert Storm” |
while a mute consensus was there for the latter, the former has evoked outright condemn
tion from Russia and China alongwith a guarded disapproval from France and a call fro
the Arab Parlimentary Union (APU) to stop the air strikes and lift the sanctions. Iv's significa
to note that US itself gets only a minor portion of its oil from this region—but for the Eul
pean and Japanese powers as well as many other countries depend on this oil to run th
economies. And what the US wants to hide more is its moves against Iraq are abc

defending and expanding US imperialist interests by beating and humiliating the gove
ment and people of an oppressed country. They are about control of oil and world domil
tion of which the people of Iraq have become repeat victims. ‘

it is precisely to camouflage its predatory power politics that US feeds its people wit
sustained media and government vilification of Saddam Hussain alongwith tabloid sty
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warnings of the so called threat ¢ f Iraqi chemi-
cal and biologicai weapons,

To understand this politics of vili.ication is to
Jdnravel the real story behind the US ielationship
with Saddam Hussain. The Hussain regime like

any other US backed third world governments -

was dearer to Washington. Hussain's dream of
emerging as a regional power blossomed under
the US patronage as a pro-US Shah regime (an-
other of those dictators) in Iran collapsed, Sens-
ing an untoward shift in the fortunes of imperial-
ist interests, the western powers instigated
Saddai. into a bloody war with Iran which saw
overa million Iragi and Iranian people perishing.
While using the Iraqi people as cannon fodder
the western powers saw it in their interests to
foment this eloody war. This it was US and its
NATO ally Gertnany which helped Saddam de-
velop the nerve gas which he then usedin 1988
against the Kurdish town of Halabja inside Irag
and also against Iranian troops. But then allwas
well and good as Iraq happenc to be the at the
right side of the US. The Reagan administration
had then professed: “There is nothing in Interna-
tional law that prohibits that”.

But as and when Iraq's urge to expand.its re-
gional power started stepping on the toes of the
US imperialists, “their man”in Persian Gulf turned
overnight “the madman”. The Hussain regime thus
became the nemesis of world peace; and the logic
of “Desert Storm”, the classic cese of the sys-
tematic decimation of an Iragi army fostered and
trained by these big powers. The outcome of the
Gulf war of 1991 was the killin%of over 200000
Iraqi people. And what more? rying hoarse of
Iraq’s alleged possession of weapons of mass
destruction, the crime that US did/ is doing with
the same on the Iraqi people waslis less differ-
ent,

The vilification carmpaign while on the one hand
enables US to hide its own hypocrisy, on the other
adds teeth to its case for a renewed aggression
on Irag. So when all the tall talk about the lurking
danger in the Iragi despots’ owning weapons of
mass destruction unfolds, when the sermons on
the lethality of chemical and biological weapons
go unabated, wnat is being hidden behinc the
smokescreen is that the carrier of the largest pile
of weapons of mass destriction is none other
han US. What is being hidden is the embarassing
truth that no one in history has used weapons of
mass destruction as often and as recklessly as
the US—from chemical weapons in World War |,

to the nuclear bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, to the massive napalming and d:fo-
liation of Vietnam due to chemica! poisons {ike
Agent Oranga—thal the US ruling class and mili-
tary are the world’s no: 1 serial killers. For over
50 years the US had been holding the world hos-
tage with its huge nuclear arsenal—and still does,

- A Presidential Decision Directive (PDD) to up-
date the use of nuclear weapons was signed by
Clinton last year. As per the New York Times (12/
8/97), “the US will continue te maintain nuclear
weapons as the cornerstone of nations strategic
defense”. And further ‘reserves the right to be
the first to use nuclear arms during a cenflict..”
As part of this updating process, reports Inter-
national Herald Tribune, 24/12/98, the US gov-
ernment has decided to purchase future supplies
of tritium, a radioactive gas that is a key element
in nuclear warneads, from a Tennessee Valley
Authority plant whose prime function is to gener-
ate electricity for homes and businesses. To use
a commercial reactor—the ¢cst of the program
of which is of the tune of $ 400 million over 15
years—for military nuclear Purposes is in gross
violation of the longstanding US nonproliferation
policy. It should be, noted that it was the same
policy tha the US was forcing recently on North
Korea, Irdia and lraq.

Wher. Larry Wayne Harris, a former member
of a white Supremacist Aryan Nation (a la our
own VHP, Bajrang Dal, RSS), was arrested in Las
Vegas allegedly for carrying military grade an-
thrax in a foam beer cooler, US media as well as
the government machinery spearheaded by none
other than the defence secretary William Cohen
Sprang up to set the hype. As part of the US
campaign of dubbing Iraq as passessing chemi-
cal and biological woapons, Cohen was soon to
accuse lrag of developing biological weapons
using anthrax. The fact remains that there is no
clear evidence to' prove that the Iragi military
currently has a significant amount of chemical
weapons. On the contrary, itis a wel| documented
fact that the US has over 1000 tons of chemica
Weapons in its own military kitty—encugh to steal
the lives of countless millions.

Moreover, the case of Harris tells us some-
thing significant, that how easy it is to create
germ weapons in simple laboratories and how im-
possible it is'to prevent it by bombing a country
back to the stone age, What is more significant
here is, that imperialism inherently riddled with
nypocrisy, begets the same wherever it goes and
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wharever itthrives. And itis the necessity of
lhe US iling class to conjure up coloured imagi-
Hations to promote hysteria and war,

Of e, the most persistent accusation mak-
ing the rounds—and that which culminated in the
feur day bombing—was the rion-compliance of
lragawithithe directives of the UNSCOM,; the UN
spesialcommission to enforcethesanctions: That

how vicious and vindictive are the sanctions

aganst Iraq s telling from a report carried inthe
New York Times (1/4/98). The report cited the Us
wiockade of the delivery of a certain shipment
supposedly Garrying dangerous materialtolrad.
Thal the consignrment consisted of whole-cream
sowdered milk for children would leave one aghast
with dismay and disbelieft THe LS claimed that
e powdered milk could have “laboratory use"—
{hat it could be partof an alleged bislogicalweap:
ons prograut of e ragi government.The Times
turther added: “This was anly one of many pur-
chases relief officials supportinal will not reach
jraq because of Washingtons' intervention.”

How oppressive, how humiliating. and hence
dehumanising are these sancliofs for the entire
 people of lraq s made evident in ne uncertain
tarms by this report. It won'l be an exagaeration
to callihis sanclions a genocide on the innocent
people of Irag. The brutal US war machine had
(il a trail of mass destructon in 1891, reducing
to rubble water treatment plaits, Sewage SYS-
terns, milk powder producing factones etc. The
sanclions denied the purchase of ¢chlorine gas
much needed for water treatment. Neither the
sanctions permitted toimportthe essentialequip-
ments nor did the Iragi government had the:where-
withal to repair the sewage system which was
destroyed totally. That this rape committed through
‘Operation Desert Fox'was.ona defenceless Iraqi
people already left to starve and perish reveals
the monstrosity of the crime. Just ten months
hefore the latest four day bombing of Iraq, the
(N statistics showed over 1.2 million people, in-
cluding 7.50,000 children under the age of 5, dy-
ing due to shortage of food and medicine. Since
last December, the figure of children dying of
dioarrhea, pleurisy and malnutrition has been
touching over the 5000 mark each month! The

words of Gulf War veteran Eric Gustafson, now
a fierce anti-war campaigner sums up the real
situation: “And the sanctions are a legacy that
Iraq will have to suffer with for countless genera-
tions. Infact, the youngest generation will be per-
manently stunted and disabled... I's by far cne
of greater crimes against humanity in the latter
part of this century... that is denied by the US
government... SO people continue to die from bic-
logical diseases. And to me that truly is biologi-
cal warfare...”. '

‘The UN package of ol for food, medicine and
other essentials.is a further humiliation of Iraq.
The Iraql governmernl have no say over the food
and supplies bought through the sale of its oil.
The UN further insists that funds may only be
used to rebuild electrical grids in parts of Iraq
\hat are outside government cont ral.

Since the end of Gulf war in 1991, the UN in-
spection teams (all dominated by officials from
US and Britian) have been snooping around ev-
erywhere, from governiment offices to factories.
Video cameras were set up o directly monitor
activity, at over 100 sites around the country.
Over this are the “nc fly zones" imposed by the
LIS and Britian in northern and southern lrag io
prevent flights by lragi aircrafts in those areas—
a further trampling on the sovereign status of the
nation of Iraq, Notwithstanding all this bandabust
is the hue and cry over Irag's unwillingness to
comply with the UN tearn. Any sensible mind
would find ic ludicrous and outrageous that the
1S dernands the right to inspect Iraq's presiden-
\ial compounds while the US media and military
openly speculate aboul how o assassinate lraq's
leader in his bunkers. That the lraqi refusal to
relent to such bullying is perfectly understand-
able and reasonable. And it is this refusal on the
part of lrag which has been used as an alibi to
further attack her. One may be tempted to think
loudly at this juncture, about the possible re-
sponse of the US government to & derhand that
it open up the White House and the Pentagon to
an international inspection team.

As has been pointed out before, itis the wan- .
ton need of this blood sucking imperialist mon-
sters to feed the US masses with war hysteria
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and xenophobia, at the same time brutalising and
dehumanising millions and millions around the
world through its brazen aggression. While more
and more news is trickling down about the omi-
nous portents of Gulf war Syndrome—to which
many a US marine was victim of with some loos-
ing their fertility while others bearing children with
birth defects—it would be worth profiling the state
of the US society today.

The latest exclusive of Amnesty International
on the state of human rights inthe US is a scath-
ing indictment of the criminalisation of that soci-
ety. The report points out about overflowing pris-
ons, of 1.7 million prisoners, one of the highest
rates of incarceration in the world with death pen-
alty being used-more and more frequently. Of the
75000 women in prison today, mostly because
of drug use, drug abuse and drug trafficking—a
case that has quadrupled since 1980—most of
them are sexually and physically abused by the
guards as well as the medical staff. In the words
of Pierre Sane, the secreta ry general of Amnesty,
“‘what | found shocking is women being shackled
when they are in labour... They are shackled when
they are pregnant, they are shacklad when they
are taken to the hospital, they are shackled to
their beds when they are giving birth..”. While
police brutality is on the rise from coast to coast
Pierre Sane's observation is quite revealing: “...
these human rights violations are taking place in
a context in which the governments’ propaganda
is the propaganda of war: its’ a war against crime,
its’ a war on drugs, its’ a war against illegal immi-
grants, its’ a war against terrorism. And in a Situ-
ation of war, we tend to dehumanise the enemy,.
We tend to first of all profile the enemy and then
to dehumanise the enemy. And in the process
human rights become a casualty. It is clear that
the profile of the enemy In the war against drugs
and the'war against crime is the Young Black
Male. And in the' war against illegal immigrants
its’ the Hispanic or the Mexican. And in the war
against terrorism it is the Arab—the Arab-Ameri-
can ar Arab abroad”.

Last March when the tensions in the Parsian

Gulf were at tiash point, the US government ap- -

proved $ 1.3 billion to cover the cost of extra
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each year to keep up Bscregular military pres
ence in the Gulf, That this huge tiitary force 15
arrayed against arelatvely small army ol a Third
World Couniry—a military so battered and weak-
ened that it can't stand on its feel- praves bes
yond doubt that the US forces in the Gulf are just
a part of US imperialisms' global military inter-
ventions.

Itis the same old imperialist monster thal had
supported and supplied the Indonesian military
tocrush over 100000 Timorese in their invasion
of East Timor in 1975. It is the same old blood
sucker which supports and supples the Israeli
nuclear war machine to repealedly expand its
territory through war and constantly conduel air
raids and stiikes outside its borders. It is the saine
system that has put an entire population of Irag
under peril and criminalised an entire generation
of youthinthe US, It is the same oppressor which
has stolen the skies over much of Iraq by impos:
ing “no fly zones" and denied land to the peas-
ants of Mexico through NAFTA. It is the SAMmE
set of appressors which accrues enormaous profit
by running sweat shops in Indonesia and rmake
fortumes out of the Middle east oil by keeping i
cheap through fleecing millions of Atab people.
This is an unjust war for the entire masses of the
world and hence should be opposed tooth and
nail. :

Often official Washington and its media have
made it a point to project Saddam as a neuretic,
a psychopath. The point is not to conlest the
veracity of this scorn but to look at it with less
dismay than it is in the case of a ‘papular presi-
dent”, of the ‘civilised world”, who would nat mind
to go back to Arkansas in the midst of his 1992
campaign to sign the death warrant for Ricky Ray
Reator who was totally mentally impaired.

The stary of Ricky Ray Ractor goes like this.
Mentally impaired, he was restiainad ona fourgeint
metal board for 12 weeks! After Glintor: sanationed
Rickys' daath sentence. while being taken from
his cell to be execuled, ha ving noidea as i
was going an, given his merital cons
his dessert and said, "I Inis# it e n

143}
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~ The Saffroningofa |
non-existent education |

The recent furore over the education min-
ister’s attempt to insidiously intrcduce a
proposal to make the singing of the
Saraswati Vandana, which was also to be
sung at the beginning of the state educa-
tion minister’s conference in October
1998, mandatory in all schools, and also
making the study of sanskrit compulsory
for all students from class five upwards,
along with the introduction of the Veda and
the Upanishads to all students, has only
made visible something that the RSS and
the BJP have been doing for at least a
decade, if not more, in-a variety of ways.
Unfortunately neither our press, nor the
liberal-secular sections of our people,
have noticed what has been going on right
under their very noses. In fact from March
this year the UP government had already
abandoned the singing of sare jahan se
accha, hindustan hamara in favour of
vande mataram, accompanied by the bow-
ing before the statue of Sarswati in its
schools (Communalism Combat, Octo-
ber,1998, p.27). Further, Mr Chitiangla's
proposals to Yndianise,’ ‘nationalise; and
‘spiritualise,’ our educational curricula,
emanating from the Sangh combine’s ‘aca-
demic’ wing called Vidya Bharati, have al-
ready been implemented in thousands of
schools set up by anyone with a bit of
money because a school is among the
surest investments that can be made to-
day, since the demand for education is s0
high and the state has been retreating from
this sector— that is if it was there at all in
the first place. On a visit to Khurja, a pros-

Uma Chakravarti

_perous town in western UP, which experi-

enced severe tioting in which more than a
hundred people died during the ‘Rath Yatra’
of Advani in 1990 which we were there to
investigate, we found a number of Vidya
Mandirs or Saraswati Mandirs run by hard
core RSS businessmen who both made
money and disseminated hindutva ideol-
ogy right from the nursery classes on-
wards. What Mr Chitiangla was proposing
for the whole nation, and which he must
hae already extended to 3,300 schools
run by him in the tribal areas, which were
as yet functioning outside the kind of
brahmanical high culture which is regarded
by the ‘Sangh Toli’, or Sangh combine
(parivar is too benign a term for the com-

‘pine, with its component of goons who rely

on street power and beating people up,
rather than dialogué, to impose their point
of view on the rest of the people who are
not already converted to their way of think-
ing) as crucial to their definition of hindutva,
so that all diversity must be necessarily
homogenised and a single ideology fol-
lowed by all, whether you are in the north-
east, in Bastar, in Punjab or in Kashmit.
This is a point the learned judges of the
Supreme Court were bound to miss in
their definition of hindutva since they did
not even notice the hate- filled anti- mi-
nority content of the Shiv Sena and BJP
brand of hindutva, the only kind of hindutva

“we all experience today.

~ There have also been a number of
other signals on the ‘cultural’ front —the
only front the Sangh combine wishes, and
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can, address given the fact that they are
definitely not intarested in either social
welfare issues or poverty eradication
measures. In Delhi, where the BJP has
been in power for the last five years, street
names have been drastically changed, or
street names have been newly c¢reated
where these were part of existing high-
ways. Every small functionary of the BJP,
some who would not even be known out-
side their little constituency, such as some
obscure individual called ‘Professor’
Ramnath Vij, has a road named after him.
The cruellest joke of all is that a stretch of
the ring road which was called Mahatma
Gandhi Road now has:a snecial section
cailed Hegdewar Marg, celebrating the
ideological founder of the mentality that
created the assassins of Gandhi. This is
evidence both for a cultural onslaught and
an erasure of historical events of some
sthing as recent as the forcible silencing of
Gandhi by the hindu fundamentalists.
Earlier, the Sangh combine through
the BJP, when it was in power in Madhya
Pradesh last, closed down the school pro-
gramme of the Ekalavya because of the
secular democratic content of its school
curricula and textbooks; the focus of the
Ekalavya is on explanation of social phe-
nomena not on obscurantism and hindu
religious chauvinism. It had tried to deal
with caste and religion in innovative ways
linking it to social formations and issues
of power and dominance. Fortunately, the
BJP got voted out of power on the very
secular and mundane issue of corruption,
before the school programme -of the
Ekalavya could actually be withdrawn. Si-
multaneously, a figure like Bhagat Singh
is being appropriated by the Sangh com-
bine even though he was not only a so-
cialist, but also unashamedly secular, and

decisively atheist. The last piece that

' Bhagat Singh wrote before he was hanged

was the famous piece titled Why | Am An
Atheist, but with the special felicity with
which the Sangh combine rewrites history,
erasing what is inconvenient for them and
inserting what is convenient for them,
Bhagat Singh has now been hinduised and
converted into a militant hindu patriot who
gave up his life in the cause of Hindu
Rashtra. A secular, socialist, scientific ap-
proach is precisely the mentality that the
Sangh combine must destroy—hence the
double moves on Ekalavya on the one
hand and Bhagat Singh on the other.
The visibility of the Sangh com-
bine’s ‘educational’ agenda through the
recent controversy should not however
blind us to a process of homogenisation
and hinduisation, and the privileging of the
dominant brahmanical culture in independ-
ent India: take something as routine now
in all our institutions which many of us are
familiar with—all functions begin with the
lighting of an ornate brass lamp; no one
really knows what it signifies except \nat
it defines ‘Indianness’ (in my college it re-
quired a five minute homily from the chief
guest, Kapila Vatsayan, that doyeness of
‘Indian’ culture, to the unsuspecting stu-
dent who had been asked to stand by with
a candle to facilitate the process of light-
ing the lamp; the five wicks of the lamp
were meant to signify the five ‘'indriyas, or
senses, our deracinated student was told):
the recourse to ethnicity, even as we rap-
idly globalise and our elites westernise,
perhaps to notionally retain ‘Indian’ values
while paving the way for new forms of
imperial control and the consequent loss
of autonomy as a nation, has led to cer-
tain standard cultural practices. Every
secular institution’s understanding of aes-
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thetics is, again, drawn fron: high culture
so decorations invariably mean rangoli, o
alpana; it will never be the designs painted
by the Santhals of B'har and Bengal, or
the Warlis of Maharashtra. All the songs
surg at national festivals are mostly in
hindi or occasionally hindustani, always
focussing on the nation as territory and a
homogenised set of people, to obsessively
mark the theme of unity: It would be sac-
rilege to suggest that we could sing the
songs of IPTA, or Gaddar, dwelling on
themes of poverty, exploitation, or strug-
gles for a just society, on the occasion of
our national festivals even itit is merely to
mildly remind ourselves that patriotism
could be about concern for all our people,
as Jotiba Phule put it, not just a few among
them. .

It is also useful io remind our-
sclves that if we are witnessing hardcore
hindu nationalism, as defined by the Sangh
combine, and repulsive expressions of
cultural fascism, we have had a large body

_of upper caste hindus, a kind of bhadralok
at the national level, who have béen de-
* fining Indianness entirely in terms of up-
per caste hindu culture, right from the mid-
dle of the nineteenth century onwards, and
it is this that has made it possible today
for the Sangh combine to blatantly state
that opposition to the Saiaswati vandana
is. equivalent to being un-Indian. and an
act of treason. since that would be at vari-
ance with their slogan of ‘one nation, one
people and one culture’ (Times Of India,
17.12 98, p. 9). This background is also
necessary to recall because it was at the
same Ume that a cartain kind of history

beganto be writen which erased and mgh-
lighted periods and figures to advance the
agenda of a militant hindii naticnaiism Dy

a substantiat saction of tivs class, a point
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which feminist scholars have written about
since it is primarily womer who have been

" required to carry the burden of the images

produced by hindu nationalist historians.
Today's hiidutva type history consciously
erases Mee rabai's critique of feudal and
catriarchal ‘amily structures by her refusal
to become a sati, as expressed In her
songs, and privileges Padmini, turning her
into a virtual goddess, because she .an
be used as an iconic figure standing for
the hindu woman’s unique cap&city to de-
fend her chastity, and used instrumentally.
through a recourse o a constructed his-
tory, to incite hindu men to attack mushm
men today. It is because our saffron rul-
ers do not believe in history, in the sense
of economic, social and political contexts,
and the larger structures in which events.
and people are located, that the writing of
history is so important to the
hindutvavadis—all history has to be sys-

"tematically dyed in saffron. This accounts

for the packing of the ICHR with closet
and open hindutvavadis, and throwing in
a few others to legitimise the transforma-
tion. Indsed. at the moment, all our autono-
mous academic institutions are being sys-
tematically taken over by purging them of
even faintly liberal scholars, which means
that even when the government falls,
sooner or later, saffron ‘intellectuals’ will
still be ideologically manipulating institu-
tions and determining the direction of re-
search. And although this is not the first
time that the state has imposed its brand
of history and ct'ture, spearheading the
process of homogenisation so that the stu-
dents of Ladakh or the North-east have
been expected to use the same textbooks
written by the Gangetic: valley ideologues
cven though it had no bearing on their
ves. as happened during the Congress
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regime, at least there was both external
and internal pressure to mak: it secular.
The saffron ageinda is to retaii the proc-
ess of homogenisation, but . to
communalise the means by which the ho-
mogenisation is to be achieved, through
its reliance on religion and religious sym-
bols, as well as the use af governmental
diktats to coerce the minorities into com-
plying with their fatwas.

A reading of nineteenth century his-
tory indicates that the Sangh combine has
used earlier strands of militant hindu na-
tionalism to expand the arena of consent
for their special brand of hindutva, but that
it has also inserted spsacial elements into
their project of ‘one nation, one culture, one
people’. Apart from the insistence that 2!
government schools begin their day with
an invocation to Saraswati, sanskrit is to
be made compulsory for all students. Now
this is ironical indeed; as a language it was
associated with hierarchies of caste and
gender. Traditionally, only brahmanas had
access to it as a language since it was
supposedly associated with divinity.
Women and shudras were banned from
all knowledge which was composed in
sanskrit, and was F anded down by word
of mouth in a h, nly controlled manner,
being the sole menopoly of 4 small literati
comprising brahmana men. Even classi-
cal sanskrit, in which the great dramas of
Kalidasa and pthers was written, differen-
tiated between the speecti of upper caste
men. sspecially brahmanras and kings, and
the speech of women of the upper castes,
including the jueen, and also the lower
castes who had access only to prakrit.
Now, suddenly, sanskrit is to be thrust
Jdown the throats of everyone, regardless
of which part of the country, or social
strata one may belong to. Seen along with

the systematic killing of urdu, and even of
hindustani, while consciously crafting bindi
in a highly sanskritised terminology, the
political metivations of this agenda and its
lineages are quite clear: these moves are
designed to mount a cultural onslaught on
the religious minorities, and the regions
which are outside the cultural hegemony
of the Gangetic valiey, for example the
North-east.

Apart from tha political motivations
of these moves what will the singing of the
Saraswali vandana, or the learning of

“sanskrit do for our people? And why

should there even be talk of sanskrit when
we do not eve': have learning in the mother
tongue! There is not even the smallest ac-
knowledgement from the Sangh combine
and its sarkar that the levels of illiteracy
in our country at present are shameful as
they are worse than many other third world
countrie:s despite our nuclear bomb and
the supposed ‘greatness’ of our scientists;
as 1er food, shelter and healthcare—they
are not even slogans for the great ‘patri-
ots’ of the Sangh variety. And will the
learning of sanskrit, with its emphasis on
rote learning, give our people access to
an explanatory system so that they can

“understand why they are where they are,

and who tha people responsible for their
existential conditions are? That was the
focus of Jotiba Phule’s schools for the no-
brahmanas and women as far back as the
middie of the nineteerth century-—some:
thing our graat patriots do not even know,
because the oaly history they have read
is the history written by upper caste hindu
men, who have already systematically
erased the nineteenth century critiques of
hindu culture emanating from those who
have experienced caste and gender op-
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pressions. It is the power to explain and
to understand that is the basis of knowi-
edge as Phule recognised, and that was
what he termed the third eye, the traittiya
ratna—the one with which one could see
through the ideological manipulation of
knowledge along a particular direction,
which naturally the upper castes wished
to retain in their hands. It was access to a
kind of learning that could strip away the
falsities of the hegemonic knowledge of
the brahmanas that led fourteen year old
Muktabal, a Mang girl in Phule’s school,
to make a searing indictment of the caste
system, its relationship to differential ma-
terial access, and the role of political
power in history in subjugating the dalits
(she refers to the Peshwai as a time when
the rulers played bat-ball with the heads
of the dalits). Are the saffronists interested
in imparting the power to explain? Or s it
to thwart all possibilities of explanation
that they wish every student to get entan-
gled in learning the mechanics of sanskrit
grammar, such that they will kill all capac-
ity for independent thinking, while simul-
taneously coercing all the minorities to
supmit to their will, that the Sangh
Ideologues have put forward their agenda?
(Among the other proposals that did not
get to being known were proposais io have
regular orientation programmes for all
teachers on Indianisation; we know who
will conduct these courses as Tanika
Sarkar has pointed out in The Hindu of
November 24, 1998; and since women
constitute one of the key components of
socialising the next generation along cer-
tain lines, they are to be given obligatory
moral instruction and home-keeping-
courses!) What is of significance is that
the moves made by the Sangh combine
within the country are being paralleled by

moves outside the country; A few years
ago the infamous Hindujas gave a large
sum of money to the Columbia University
in New York to introduce a chair for Vedic
studies (which the University did create
despite strong opposition from sections of
their own faculty); their political
motivations are quite clear: after all if they
had money to spare and wanted to create
an interest in India why did they not con-
sider the sctting up of a chair in the name
of Ambedkar, and specifically for dalit
studies? Since Amhedkar had been a stu-
dent at Columbia University and it was
there that he worked out his preliminary
conceptualisation of caste, it would have
been a fitting tribute to India, and to Indian
studies. India is not just the Vedas and the
brahmana men who kept it going. Even if
it was too much for us to expect that the
Hindujas could have created an Ambedkar
chair, they could, at least, have created a
chair for Buddhist studies, since that
would have been close to Ambedkar’s
heart. Of course such a move would have
been anathema to the hindutvavadis, for

‘whom Buddhism is merely a part of Hin-

duism as Advani claimed in Sarnath, on
November 6, 1998 (Frontline, December
4, 1998), thus erasing the political and
ethical statement made by Ambedkar
through the mass conversion of dalits in
1956 as he declared publicly to all Indians
that he may have been born a hindu but
he would not die as one.

What is also noteworthy is that the
attempt to introduce a decisively saffron
educational agenda has been accompa-
nied by a series of attacks on christians—
in churches, in residences of the nuns in-
cluding their being subjected to rape, and
more particularly in schools and colleges,

10.

LIQLILI&LD

Kalam November 1998 - February 1999



www.padippakam.com

all over the country. The regularity and
precision with which they have been ex-
ecuted clearly indicate that these are in-
tended to intimidate the christian commu-
nity in general, but that is not all: they are
also intended to terrorise the christians
because next to the government school-
ing system, which is getting more and
more non-functional everywhere, it is the
missionaries who have kept education
going not only in urban areas but in many
of our tribal areas. This is precisely the
sector in which Mr. Chitiangla has begun
to operate in a big way in order to hinduise
the tribals and homogenise them into a
larger hindu constituency without which
the hindutvavadis cannot claim to speak
on behalf of all hindus, since there are
large areas where brahrnanical high cul-
ture does not exist. The strategy of the
Sangh combine is 1o unleash both a physi-
cai and cultural assault—through their
goons on the one hand, and thejr
hinduisation programme on the other—on
the minorities simultaneously to terrorise
them into submission. In this context, the
justification of the rape of christian nuns,
by the VHP secretary, B.L.Sharma, as an
expression of patrio*;c anger of hindu
youth against ‘anti-r ationay’ forces (Com-
munalism Combat, October, 1998, p. 30)
is outrageous as it seeks to define patri-
otism entirely in terms of vengeancs, spe-
cifically male sexual aggression.

What should the agenda of the democratic
and progressive sactions of our people be
to the saffroning of education? Thereis no
doubt that we must strongly resist the en-
try of religion into the secular space of gov-
ernment schooling. We also need to ex-
dand the initiatives of institutions like the

vide the direction of the educational con-

-tent which must contain the capacity to

explain social reality for it to be meaning-
ful. There is no point to education unless
we can produce more Muktabais,
Muktabai would have noticed that the man-
datory singing of hymns to Saraswati
might wil b 3 a way of deflecting attention
to the fact that according to a statement
of the Home Minister in Parliament 96%
of the reported sexual assaults on women
are on women belonging to the scheduled
castes and tribes, the very section to
which Muktabai belonged. Mere literacy
being pushed by international agencies,
aide~ by our own elites, or singing hymns
to Saraswati, wil kill the possibility of the
birth of more Muktabais. That is precisely

‘why the Sangh combine has focussed so

narrowly on sanskrit, the Vedas and
Upanishads (which will certainly not ex-
plain sociaj reality but rather will mystify
it), and home-keeping courses for girls.
Perhaps we need to set up and run our
own schools like Phule did. Revolutionar-
ies in India need to address this area and
not leave it for the hindutvavadis to use
for their hegemonic purposes. Why hasn’t
the left entered the sector of schooling
more decisively? A revolutionary agenda
cannct be restricted to certain sectors
alone, leaving othars in the hands of reli-
gious and culturaj fascists. Surely there
has to be class struggle on all fronts?m

Read and subscribe!

Chhatra Fauj

Organ of Revolutionary Students
Federation (RSF),

=kalavya into rore schools so that we not West Bengal
nly demand education for ali but aiso pro-
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The HRD (Human Resource Development)
minister Mr. M.M. Joshi, made an abortive
attempt to pass the RSS inspired agenda on
education at the conference of state education
ministers and secretaries on October 22, Itcreated
a big furore leading to a protest walkout by the
non BJP ministers. Faced with strong opposition,
Joshl was cumpelled to retreat and five points
out of the 13" page annexure had to be dropped.
The scheduled speech by RSS sympathiser, P.D.
Chitlangia was cancelled and the controversial
invocation of Saraswati Vandana was substituted
by the national on them. The atternpted move for
the saffornisation of education sparked off a
debate in acacamic circles, the intelligentia and
among a section of the people about the role of
state in imparting education with pro-hindu bias
running contrary to our secular ideals.

One of the recommendations made by the
group of ‘experts’ in the conference w~s to
Yndianise, nationalise and ‘gpiritualise’ the
curriculum from the primary to the higher level.
Joshi ‘claimed’the recommendation was needed
to'cleanse’ the present ‘alien’ Macaulay education
systemand infuse it with the ‘essentials of Indian
culture'. But a question needs fo be raised here.
How is the present agenda different from that of
Macaulay? The British imperialists had sponsored
an education, highly centralised and urban under
the aegis of Macaulay alongwith the introduction
of English, to prepare a class of people who could
be “Indian in blood and colour, but Englishin taste”.
Macaulayism destroyed people’s capacity 10
enhance their productive skills; self-confidence
and self-development. Joshi's insistence on the
RSS brand of ‘moral and spiritual education can
in no way reclaim the above, while at the same
time discouraging the values of humanism
scientific enquiry and rational thought in general.
When the saffronites call the present education
system ‘alier’, they distort the very concept of
what we mean by our ‘own’. What they want
instead is to transport the humanity back to

indu Fascist Assault on Education.

—Sandeep Singh Bajell

antiquity, as if to reclaim the ‘glorious past’,
the value system of which mirrored the level of
development the productive forces had assumed
at thattime. In their ‘own' home grown philosophy
society is a single whole divoid of any classes ¢r
class struggle subsuming the essence of hindutva
and hence concepts like secularism, social justice
and democracy find no place, while the minority
religions like Islam, Christianity are disregaided
and debunked as foreign imports.

Taking cue from the supreme court
pronouncement that ‘Hinduism is a way of life’,
the draft recommended compulsory incorporation
of Vedas and Upanishads in the curriculum from
primary to higher level courses. And since
‘Sanskrit is the mother of all languages’ it was
argued to make it compulsory from class il to X
In a class ridden society like ours were religion
and caste still hold a vice like grip any imposition
of majoritarian religious ideas by the state will
further intensify the contradictions among the
people. Of course, it goes without saying that it
was a well thought ot tactic to subsume the
minority view point under the majority in order 1o
emphasise upon the cultural superiority of the
former. It also goes without saying that the
imposition of the majority hindu cultural symbols
in India is a much feft need of the comprador
ruling class here who are terror stricken by the
intensifying contradictions among the various
nationalities, castes, religions in thecomplex
mosaic of India. That these contraditions are
getting explosive day by day with the increasing
onslaught of globalisation and liberalisation made
easy through the nexus between imperalismanc
the comprador-feudal ruling class. Thus it i€
natural that Hindu cultural symbols become
‘national' or‘Indian’ and BJP pronounces that tihe
study ef Vedas-Upanishads and singing ©
Saraswati Vandana commands a universal appes
for all Indian irrespective of their inclinations
Joshi's prediliction in reviving an ‘elitist’' languag
can be understood along the same line. Viewin
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from a historical perspective, language
originated in the course of the social labour of
human beings, A lang yage which fails to respond
and adjust itself to the changing socio-economic
conditions no longer remains in everyday use.
Sanskrit had been a medium of philosophical
discourse of Hindu mytiology. Its role as a means
of communication was restricted to the priestly
class. Language when patronised and imposed
by the state, in a multi-cultural, multi-lingual
society, becomes an instrument of hegemony.

Another obvoxious recommendation mooted
In the draft was the amendment of Article 30 of
the constitution. This article guarantees the
minorities the right to “establish and administer
educational institution of their choice”. Thus in
short, these proposed amendents are an attack
on the rights of the minorities to preserve their
own identity, culture and beliefs.

Whether a woman trands in space or becomes
a scientist, her place is reserved in the kitchen,
This was what the draft recommendation seemed
to suggest by incorporating a ‘home keeping'
course at higher level for girls. That this ‘special’
course spews male patriarchial chauvinism point
which treats woman as a docile, house bound
creature, keeping the ‘honour’ of the family and
of the society is anybodys' guess.

Indoctrination of young minds in order to
perpetuate their ideological agenda has always
been placed high in the scheme of things of the
communal fascist RSS. One effective way could
be through the control over the content of the
education syllabii that could serve’ as a means
of moulding an individual in a particular direction.
Little wonder, being a hard core RSS preacher
and cadre he is, Joshi tried to restructure the
educational syllabii as expounded by Vidya
Bharati. Under the garb of ‘indianising’,
‘nationalising’ and ‘spiritualising’ the hindu facists
actually seek to promote upper caste hindu values
and culture.

Today the crisis in education mirror the crisis
prevailing in our society. Therefore any profound
change in education could only be possible
through a fundamental radical change in the
system.m

@ Three Fishes
Vijay

‘Lacchmi oh Lacchmi ... why you are not
responding” Mallayya the fisherman shouted with
enthusiasm.

“What man! Why you are shouting so loudly:.. as
if some....disaster has happened”,

“Nice fish, lovely fish Lacchmi... | caught three
please Add garam masala, and fry it".

“You must be talking through your hat! | have been
telling you for the past one week, there is no salt in
the house no chilli powder. So from where can | get
Garam masala (ginger mix)?" i

“Okay, ya, atleast fry it in oil”,

“What man! What are you talking. Do you think a
saltless house has oil. If has been four days since
the children have touched food”

“Stop your stories! Atleast grill the fish in hot coal”

“What man! From where can | get coal, where is
the fire wood in the house?”

“What kind of a woman are you, you have excuses
for not cooking, | am a stupid fellow. That's why
unnecessarily | caught these poor fishes. Let me
leave them in the water. Atleast Jet them survive”

Saying this Mallayya, walked towards the little
water pond.He took out the lively three fishes and
threw them in to water.

As soon as the fishes fell in to the water the fishes
shouted” Zindabad Zindabad”

Mallayya opened his mouth in surprise.

Among the three fishes. One fish shouted
“Vajpayee Zindabad"!

The other one shouted “Yashwant Sinha
Zindabad"!

And the third “Chandrababu Zindabad! (Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh-Translator)”
Then Mallayya questioned .

‘What is this you devils, you faithless fishes | gave
you life and you are praising, some strangers...
Vajpayee, Yashwant Sinha, Chandrababu Zindabad”

Then the fish answered

“O silly man! Because they are Governing .... You

don’t have any thing to eat at home, otherwise by
now you would have eaten us up’ m
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((Grooming Students for The ‘Rashtra’ )

.a critical evaluation of the Sangh Purivar Education.

“f 15 Karsevaks demolish the Babri Masjid in
300 days, how many Karsevaks will it take to
demolish the masijid in 1 days?” This is no joke,
nor is it a punchline. It is one of the questions
which was to be introduced in a mathematics
textbook for primary school students in Madhya
Pradesh in 1993 parl of the RSS grand
manoeuvre to stretch its Hindutva ideology to the
young and innocent minds of the state.

This subversion of the education system by
the RSS, had the backing of the then BJP state
Government, when it was in power in M.P. To give
education a saffron colour, textbooks from the
nursery to the post graduate level were rewritten
with a Hindu emphasis. It is even important to
note that the government had even granted the
Vidya Bharati-an RSS run organisation to con-
duct parallel board exams for students of stan-
dards V and VIII. Till now, these exams were con-
ducted by the education department.

Opposition to this move came from a rather
wealk’ alliance of the Congress, CPland J.D.who
under a common banner of the ‘Sampradayik
Sadhbhawana Manch, decided to fight the mo-
nopoly of the state’s educational institutions, by
the RSS. But the Janta Dal was not far behind
the RSS/BJP in proving its own exploits. ‘Mitti
Ke Gaurav'is a chapter in the prose textbooks of
class VI students in government schools in
Bihar. The Chapter deals with the life sketch of
Laloo Prasad Yadav, his rising to the post of Chief
Minister, etc. His achievements are shown as a
‘motivating’ factor for all school going children.
This only goes to prove the cheap publicity gim-
mick of the Laloo Prasad Yadav Govt. in Bihar.
Thus the farcical confrontation of the opposition
parties only helped consolidate the position of
the RSS controlled Schools, With around 1600
Vidya Bharti Schools ‘catering to 1.95 lakh stu-
dents in the state alone the RSS run institution
enjoys a monopoly o steer students’ minds in
the ‘right’ direction. Infact the organization's

Hindutva learnings are revealed in its official
brochure; “Our 10alis to develop a national edu-
cation system which can create a generation loyal
to Hindutva and tc the nation”. In this way, the
Vidya Eharatis succeed in polluting young minds
with communal propaganda.

Even though the Govt. insists that the rewrit-
ten history will only be correcting a ‘distorted' his-
tory, its main aim is to propagute the RSS/BJP/
Bajrang Dal's ideology. Infact the Slate Univer-
sity Grants Commission has justified the intro-
duction of a new book Bharat Ki Sanskritik Virasat

- (Cultural Heritage of India) by claiming that it

‘projects the past glory of India, “Indian culture
is the best in the world. The ancient period of
Indian society was a period of vedas and puranas.
Guna (character) and karma (deed) based varna
system was the ideal of this society....women
had equal rights...... emphasis on ‘spiritualism’....
Indian society in this period was seen as the
‘golden era’. In contrast, medieval period saw the
downfall of Indian society. With the Rajput king-
doms, a dark age was set in ... varna system
was replaced by caste system... uritouchability
made its presence felt"....

Let's analyse these ‘preachings’. To sta: with,
the picture that they give of the Vedic pe.iod is
totally false. The textbook shows that varna is
not based on birth but on guna (character) and
karma (deed). And what is their source? Lord
Krishna and the Bhagawad Gital What the text-
books don't explain is the caste-based division
of society into four varnas wherein the shudras
were discriminated worst than animals; where
women were considered as outcasts; where
shudras were ¢enied education; melting lead was
poured in their ears for listening to the Vedas....
the atrocities are endless. The textbooks alse
egnore the development of civilization during the
medieval period which they call the ‘dark age'.
They refuse to acknowledge the growth of sci-
ence, art, culture, rise of Bhakti movernent, etc.
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This only goes to show the Sangh Parivar's main
intention in replacing history with biases, preju-
dices and mythology- in order to establish a ‘Hindu
Rashtra’.

Infact, the U.P. texts say Aryans were the origi-
nal inhabitants of India. The M;P. text goes even
further in saying that the ‘aryans were the
founders of Indian civilization.... Aryan is a pure
superior race... However Romila Thapar in her
article condemning the BJP reinterpretation of
history, says that, “the term ‘Aryan’ is merely in
reference to a language. It is not a race. The
Aryan race was merely an invention of the Euro-
pean imagination. There is no such thing as a
‘pure’ race for people have constantly been inter-
mingling giving rise to civilisations.

However some historians like Bipan Chandra
agree otherwise. In his article “Historians of mod-
ern India and Communalism”, he says thata com-
munal historical approach has been the main fac-
tor for the rise of communalism in India. The glo-
rification of the ‘ancient past’ propagated myths
like the ‘Aryans are a superior race,.... ‘Aryans
are the original inhabitants’ etc. All this did not
encourage people to accept the historical weak-
nesses of their past society; rather it encouraged
them to glorify the fact that they had once been
great.

The textbooks also take an extremely parti-
san view of the past and portray Rana Pratap
Singh, Shivaji as heroes who fought for liberat-
ing Hindus from Muslim tyranny. They show that
Mir Baqui, an official of the Mughal emperor,
Babar, demolished the temple and built the Babri
Masjid over it. Thus, the textbooks take a very
narrow view of history that all principal actors in
history are motivated by their religion. Basically,
the whole aim of the textbooks is to typecast
Muslims as foreigners in order to forward the
Parivar's narrow political ideologies. Indian his-
tory is an amalgamation of varied cultures. Can
Hindu ideas be promoted in the minds of all chil-
dren? One cannot glorify the pre-Islamic period
and at the same time deface the other. Histori-
cally speaking, both Hindus & Muslims have
used their respective religioussymbols against
the Brithish for mass mobilization. For example
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Tilak used the Ganesh Festival.... which has to-
day become a permanent feature. Similarly,
Gandhi used the Khilafat Movement to gain sup-
port of the Muslims. But many BJP members
have criticizea the glorification of the Khilafat
Movement, saying that it generated ‘more poi-
son than amrit’

The rewritten history by the Sangh Parivar is
based only on selective material so that it proves
its presupposed theory. Some of the changes in-
corporated are:- The freedom movement is given
a new twist. The new history of the country for-
mulated by the RSS describes the outstanding
role of its founder in the freedom struggle; the
respective BJP-RSS governments have made it
compulsory for all text books of high-school and
intermediate to carry Bankim Chandra’s ‘Vande
Mataram’ with Hindi translation ; & historical poem
‘Haldighati' will now project Aurangazeb as a vil-
lain and Hindu kings like Rana Pratap, Shivaji as
true patriots and heroes; a chapter on Marx will
be removed from class V/ texts; new texts will
included biographies of RSS leaders like
Deendayal Upadhaya and Hedgewar; courses on
freedom struggle will incorporated extensively the
writings of the Hindutva hero, V.D. Savarkar; in
UP schools Sanskrit would be made compulsory
till Standard X1,

The introduction of Vedic Maths has been ex-
plained by the BJP/RSS as a move to appraise
the students of the glorious traditions of math-
ematics in India which has actually been derived
from the vedas. Mathematicians say that this
‘vedic maths’ is merely a set of formulas/sutras
in high speed maths developed by Jagadguru
Shankaracharya Swami Bharitiji. The BJP move
has infact stirred fresh controversy that began
some 25 years ago, with the publicationof vedic
maths by Shankaracharya. It contained 16 for-
mulae, derived from sutras, for quick solving of
problems in arithmetic. BJP is pushing the same
argument for justifying its introduction today. The
existence of Vedic Maths in 6200 Secondary U.P.
Schools in the 9th and 10th standards, explained
by the Sangh Parivar as attacking the ‘Doon
School culture’ Tnis move also enjoyed the sup-
port of the Kothari Commission which made a
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similar recommendation. Vedic Maths would thus
push Indian students 1000 years backward and
succeed in making them dumb and mindless in
thought.

Thus, by holding a partisan or-narrow view of
history, the BIP-RSS has developed its own in-
terpretation of history, tailored for their own politi-
cal ende. Infact, the obsession of the RSS with
history is not new. Since 1960’s they have been
reinterpreting history when it's activist and leader
Moropant Pingle floated the ‘Ithihas Sankalan
Samiti and later formed the “Itihas Punerlekhan
Sarmiti for rewriting history. Infact the Mythic So-
ciety of Bangalore alongwith the above Samitis
organized a workshop on the ‘Aryan problem,
which was attended by RSS activists and intel-
lectuals. A two-part book was also released to
prove ti.2 RSS history that Vedic Aryans and
Harappans are the same people. But it is not only
with respect tothe reinterpretation of history texts
that the BJP-RSS have a calculated move. They
have also made enroads into the ‘teaching fac-
ufty’ Bharatiya Shikshak Mandal, a pro-RSS
teacher’s organisation would undertake rewriting
of history texts in the BJP-ruled states. On the
other hand, opposition to the Sangh Parivar was
led by local U.P.teachers who strongly protested
against what they termed’ politicization of edu-
cation. Many of them were not consulted in the
formulation of these changes. Many teachers
don’t even know the fundamentals of Vedic Maths
and the way it is taught. Even the All India Milli
Council protested against the altering of sylla-
bus of various courses which, according fo them,
displays Nazi ideology racial chauvinism.

Not surprisingly, with pressuré building up from
all quarters, the then HRD Minister Arjun Singh
was forced to order an enquiry. Like all uther en-
quires, it got gradually embroiled in red-tapism.
The respective BJP governments justified their
action of reinterpreting books as a move to ‘up-
date’ them! Behind this facade, they gave a push
to the Vidya Bharati, by converting it into a paral-
lel examination board--to prepare its own sylla-
bus, set its own question papers. This was done
by relaxing the provision of the M.P. Education
Code 1273. This fresh impetus saw the rise of

Vidya Bharati Schools from 1200 to 1600, most
of which are situated in rural areas. Fees being
merely Re. 1 for each student per year, many
poor students are attracted to it. For this purpose,
a sum o* Rs. 6 c'ore was also diverted by the
state educetion department. Many oppositicn par-
ties though: having ¢/iticisec the move of the Vidya
Bharati's 25 a conspiacy by the RSSto infiltrate
aducation have proved to be bosom compan-
.ons of the Sangh Parivar. Infact, 90% of the Vidya
Bharati Schools wetre recognized during th2 Con-
gress (1) Government rule in the state. This shady
alliance of the opposition with ihe communal
forces is also extended to the local industrial-
ists. For example, in 1992, a liquor company’s
advertisement was detected on the cover of the
class 1l Hindi Maths Book in Bhopal!

The liquor company which had top connec-
tions with state BJP leader and Rajya Sabha
merber, Kailash Sarang, was given the orderto
publish the 1.5 lakh textbooks by the state edu-
cation department in violation of the provisions
of such an order. Thc book was later removed
out of circulation due to the fierce criticism on
the liguor ad.

Besides, the Sangh Parivar is also keen in
promoting a number of its affiliated arganisations.
The BJP government has given a 6 lakh grantto
the Ujjain-based [tihas Sanshodhak Mandal to
rewrite history from a Hindu viewpoint. Apart f smi
this, it has promoted the setting up of .he
Chitrakoot Rural University in Satna district with
Nanaji Deshmukh as Chancellor which will func-
tion of the lines of the ancient Takshila and
Nalanda.

The Jnana Prabhodhini School in Pune, an-
other of the Sangh’s affiliated institution, nurtures
the young intelligent minds for the Hindu Rashtra.
Majority of the students are upper-caste hindus
who can very corveniently make it to the ‘gifted’
grade. They are made to worship a giant-size map
of ‘Akhanda Bharat' with an ‘Om’ suspended over
it, to enable them to concentrate. Some dalit stu-
dents who have been associated with the school,
have criticized it claiming that they are led to
believe that Hindu cultu e is superior to all other
cultures. In this way schools like the Prabodhini,

16 Kalam November 1998-February 1999

LIQLILISLD



www.padippakam.com

Vidya Bharati etc. succeed in effect.vely brain-
washing students into following the hit du culture.

Learning has thus acquired a saff 'on hue in
B'P-ruled states. Political manoeuvre s and the
exploitation of religion, has made increasing in-
roads into the corridors of educational institulions,
By creating a false sense of nationalism, pitting
one religion against another, the BJP-RSS-
Bajrang Dal etc. diverts our attention from identi-
fying the real issue and fighting against them.
It's main aimis infact to reinforce issues of fey-
dalism, st*oerstition, caste biases and male chai;-
vinism through an education which in moral, taste
and intellect is fascistic.

Only a scientific analysis of our historical con-
ditions would enable people to understand the
present situation and confront . By holding the
leaders of a specific community as defaulters
and exploiters cannot be by any logic justified.
Even though the society was ruled by both Hindu
and Muslim rulers, the various evils like caste
system, exploitation of land by landlords remained
intact. A so-called independence-- a compromise
of the British with the ruling classes, only strength-
ened the exploitative relations in rural India. Semi
feudalim and neo-colonialism facilitating the loot
and plunder needs to be resisted even more
strongly today. And any distortion or reinterpre-
tation of history will confuse the yound Indian
minds and succeed in diverting attention from
the real burning issues confronting society. All
atlempts of the Sangh Parivar to ‘saffronise’ edu-
cation needs to be crushed by the progressive
peoples’ movements in their struggie for a secy-
lar, democratic egalitarian societys

&

Dear Comrade,

The booklet, Mao on Education brought out
by AIRSF, we feel, suffer from a serious draw-
back that it does not have a preface trying to
locate the views of Mao in their social and his-
torical context. Perhaps, it is binding on us, as
Marxists, to locate ideas as being/having been
produced by human beings in response to cer-

tain material conditions.

In the booklet mentioned above, Mao (in Jani-
ary 1964) is quotec as £aying: “We shouldn'’t read
too many books, We shaould read Marxist boot 8,
but not too mar Iy of them either. It will be enough
to read a dozen or so. If we read too many, we
can move towards our Opposites, become book-
worms, dogmatists, revisionists.” (p. 13) Again,
“If you read ton many books, they petrify your
mind in the erd” (‘bid).

One reasons why Mao could have said as such
might be that China had a very long feudal tradi-
tion and does not seem to have had any renais-
sance as in the west and so books that did not
petrify the mind could have been few in number.
Itis said, Chinese youth, in those days, used to
read more of iterature, And modern, progressive

ning with Lu Hsun, etaf who were contemporar-
ies of Mao himself. And there was hardly any
foreign language that the Chinese people knew.

Even the context in which Marxism was to be
appliedin a setni-feudal, semi-cc 'onial China was
entirely differeit from that of the advanced capi-
talist Western Europe during the time of Marx or
the imperialist Russia during the time of Lenin,
Therefore reading Marxist classics without up-
derstanding the context in which they were writ-
ten, could have led to dogmatism and revision-
ism. Cominon sense becomes the best teacher
in such circumstance; and that is what Mao
mostly relied on,

Of course, becoming bookish is by no means
desirable and there js hardly any dispute at that.
Whatuse is knowledge not oriented towards prac-
tice? :

Perhaps, you will agree, that at present gen-
eral awareness and ideological depth among our
student cadres and evan leaders is relatively low.
We must, therefore, encourage proper study from
a dialectical materialist perspective. We hope
things do not turn to the worse with Mao on Edy-
cation. ldeas taken out of context could cause
mare harm from the good intended.

—Gibert Sebastian & Saroj Giri

We accept the criticism. We also agree that
when the ideas are taken out of context, there
is every chance of misunderstanding and mis-
interpretation. In the future publications we wil|
take the criticism into consideration. We ex-
pect this type of criticism from comrades to

enrich our publicationg-------- AIRSF
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[This is an excert from the book titled,

Education and Commun

al Politics

-Dr.W.C.Deb

"Menace of Hindu Fascism" written by

Dr.W.C.Deb. We are reproducing the chapter titled "Education and communal politics"
because it is a case study of Bengal's educational scenario during the British period
in which education played a major role in relegating Muslims to the back seat and
became advantageous for Hindus. This provides some basis in understanding the
communalisation of education in the early times of devolopment of education in

India.- Editor]

In 1844, it was expressly declared that
preference would be given in government
appointments to candidates with knowledge
of English. The declaration put an end to
all doubts about the utility of English
education, particulary so far as interior of
Bengal is concerned. The change of court
language from Persian to English in 1837
. came as something of a shock to the
. Persian knowing community, particularly the
Muslims. Hindus were also affected. Dewan
Kartick Chandra Roy wrote : "The SOrrow
were also at that news was akin to that
feeling when one is deprived of a cherished
treasure, accumulated through hard labour,
or loses a son capable of earning money.
The Hindu 'Bhadralok’s from among whom
all the subordinate officials had long been
drawn, recovered from the initial shock to
adopt one foreign lanugage for another.
That the Hindus showed more adaptability
than Muslims in this respect is a very
~ significant fact of social history.

By 1850, English schools had been
established in different district head
quarters. In the neighbourhood of Calcutta,
the landlords, specially those of Taki, Janai,
Burdwan and Andul, had been instrumental
in opening of English schools.

While the spread of English education
in rural Bengal was almost spontaneous,
social -opposition was altogether absent. A

spirit of rivalry and competition between the
three upper castes-Brahamins, Vaisyas and
Kayasthas, to a conside rable extent account
for the eucational dynamism of the Bengali
gentry.

The Bengal gentry or ‘Bhadralok’
belonged generally to these higher caste
Hindus. They could have been landlords,
superior Zamindars, or petty Talukdars but
never actual cultivators. Their economic
condition varied from affiuence to indigence.
Possession of some landed property was

.an important feature of gentry, but not

everywhere. The bearing of landed property
on English education, though quite
important, was not absolute. Probably
English education made greater impact on
professional rather than the landed class of
the gentry.

The richer land owning classes,
however, played a vital role in the growth of
education in Bengal in sO far as they
diverted a large part of their charitable
expenditure to the foundation of English
schools. The motive that guided such
benevolence was often expectation of
recognition by Government leading 10
conferment of a title-Rai Saheb or Rai-
Bahadur.

The univeristy degree had become
the accepted object of ambition, the
passport of distinction in public service and

\fe;‘s
e |
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in the learned prnfessions of 1,589 students
who obtained arte degree in the University
of Calcutta betwzen 1857 and 1882; in
1882, 526 had entered the public secvices,
581 the legal profession and 12 had become
doctors. Most of *he medical men had,
however, proceeded direct to medical
degree without taking arts degree. The 470
who remained were, no doubt, largely
employed as teachers in the colleges and
high schools. These were the modes of life
most esteemed by the Bengali gentry.
Bengal was in many respects the back-
woods of Indian Islam. The strength of the
indigenous pull on Bengali Muslims
following mainly from their peculiar racial
and lingusitic composition tended to
distinguish them from the rest of the Muslim
community in India. Yet, the hold of Islamic
learning, though confined within a smalier
section of the community then in Bihar or
the Western province (U.P.) was far from
insignificant. In some rural and semirural
tracts in Hoogly, Howrah and Burdwan,
Islamic learning reached a sufficiently high
standard. The question of Muslim
backwardness in education was applicable
specially to Bengal with its vast Muslim
population, concentrated mainly in the
northern and eastern districts.

The Hunter Commission of 1882
considered the depressed condition of
Bengali Muslims to be one of the main
causes of their educational backwardness.
A very large number of Muslims became
impoverished by the substitution of English
for Persian. Not several branches of the
executive service, the old system of
education was also rendered useless,
spelling disaster for many. The best families
supplied “moonshine” and “moulvis” not only
to their co-religionists but also to the Hindus,
who since the 16th century, had taken to
Persjan education. Those sources of
income suddenly dried up and few trades

likewise fell into disuse, for instancc,
extensive copying of manuscripts, paper
manufacture (one very important centre was
Pandva, in Hoogly), painting etc. The

‘poverty of the better class Muslims was

rendered more bitter by the consciousness
of former opulence. There was no demand
for the old education and poverty forces the
people to turn from intellectual work to
manual labour. The sentiments of the
‘respectable’ but impoverished Muslims
found expression in a petition of the Muslim
inhabitants of Sylhet to one of the judges
of the Sadar Dewani Adalat. Referring to
their distress following the abolition of
Persian as the court language, the
petitioners wrote in 1854: “Among
Mussalmans... the more respectable
members of the community have lived to
see themselves reduced and degraded
while low and mean people with a

‘smattering of English and Bengali, acquired .

in those schools, have risen above thiem,
and became men of some note... That this
is extremely degrading and humiliating is a
fact too well known to require any pruof...
nor can perhaps a better example of the
humiliation be adduced than the
acrimonious conduct of and the rancourous
feelings entertained by Europeans of
honourable birth and high ambitions
towards an East Indian of low parentage,
hoping to be raised above them”

The generally depressed condition of
the Ashraf community combined with the
smallerness of the community itself, placed
as it was by the side of vast Muslim peasant

_Population, may account, in a large Measure

for Muslim backwardness in respect of new
education. Yet this backwardness could not
have been so appalling but for certain
subjective factors.

Prominent among the ideas which
sway the common Muslim in the conviction
that nothing will compensate him for the loss
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of conscious membership of the great
Muslim community of the world. This is true
for Ashrafs, not for rural Muslims. The upper
class Muslims of Dacca had an emphatic
aversion to the Bengali language.

The attachment to Islamic learning
created serious language problem for the
Bengali Muslims. The natural language of
the great majority of Bengali Muslims was
Bengali. The orthodox section looked upon
the modern system of education harmful
and irreligious and they put their boys under
old and obsolete mode of education. So
far as 19th century is concerned, English
education remained almost completely
associated with the Hindu gentry of Bengal.

The 1901 census Report highlights
the backwardness of Muslims in
employment in top Government jobs.

Post Total No. Musiims

High Court Judge 3 1

District and

Sessions Judge 10 2

Subjudge 62 1

Munsift 343 18

Provincial Judge 3 -

£ dditional Judge 7

Deputy Magistrate

& Collector 529 76

High Court Lawyer 215 11

Muslim Education in Bengal in 1883-1884.

Institution Total No. of Muslim
Students  Students

Lower Primary School 1,097,116 348,286 (31.7%)

Higher Primary School 99,476 14,897 (14.9%)
Middle Vernacutar School 62,209 8,252 (13.2%)
Middle English School 46,445 5,756 (12.3%)
High English School 53,991 5,186 (9.6%)
Arl School 2,426 132 (4.6%)

It is worthwhile to remember that in
1881, Bengal meant Bengal Presidency and
the percentages of Hindu and Muslim
population were 65.4 and 31.2 respectively.
The corresponding all-India percentages
were 74 and 19.7. The total population in

‘India was 241,860,492.

‘The education system as well as
Bengali literature in Bengal developed
under the leadership of Bengali Hindus. A
conseuuence, Hindu heritage influenced
both eclucational systems and Bengali
literature. In those days, nationalism
became synonymous with Hindu revivalism.
As a result, Bengali Muslims tended to take
shelter under the umbrella of pan-isiamism.
This complicated the education. They found
the entire education department
monopolised by the Hindus. This was
regarded as an obstacle to advancement
of Muslims in education. '

As early as 1872, the Bengal
Gavernment wrote that Bengali Muslims do

"not want to acquire education through

‘Fanditi’ Bengali language influenced by
Sanskrit. It was also pointed out that the
causes of Muslim backwardness in
education were poverty, language and their
dernand for religious education. The
absence of any Muslim representative inthe
Board of Education.was held to be an
important cause. In 1915, the Government
instituted a Committee to enquire into the
problem of education for the Muslim
population. That Committee did not
recommend any separate system of
education for Muslims. However, there was
the recommendation for adequate number
ot Muslim representatives in the Boards of
High and Middle school and in Government

‘schools. 15% of seats were reserved for

Muslim students. The High Schools must
have provision for teaching Arabic, Persian
and Urdu (for studying Koran).

The Calcutta University Commission
of 1917-19 also considered the problem of
education for the Muslim community. The
Muslim members placed the following

‘complaints before the Commission.

1. It is difficult for Muslims to learn the
Sanskritised Bengali i i

.20-
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by the University.

2. University recommended text books are
not suited to education of Muslims,
because they are full of Hindu religion
and Hindu heritage. The content of these
books create adverse reaction in Muslim
mind.

3. The custom o writing the names of the
candidates on the answer pajers in the
University examinations is detrimental to
the Muslims.

4. Among the 895 examiners appointed by
the University, apart frqm those for Arabic
and Persian, the number of Muslims was
9 only.

Obviously, the Muslims demanded
due share in the governance of education.
By that time they became conscious about
the need and advantages of education.
Since then began the common cystem of
primary education under the supervision of
the Government at the centre. It is
significant that in the stage of primary
education, the percentege of Muslim
students was 56. Muslim resentment
against Hindu dominati-n in the field of
education was getting more and more
intense. Hindus wure neither willing to give
up their authority nor accept the Muslim
viewpoint. !

Azizul Haq, the Vice-Chancellor of
Calcutta University also complained about
the influence of Sanskrit on Bengali
language, abundance of Sanskrit words and
the contents of text books.

On 21 August, 1940, Fazlul Haque,
Chief Minister as well as minister of
Education introduced ‘Bengal Secondary
Education Bill’, 1940. He wanted to have
Shyama Prasad Mukherji, Harendranath
Choudhury, Pramatha Nath Banerji and
Kiran Shankar Roy in the Select Committee
but they all refused to join. The introduction
of this Bill caused an unprecedented

communal agitation in Bengal. In the
Assembly, Muslims were ma,ority but in the
University, Hindus were majority. As a
result, communal rift was unavoidable. The
Muslims believed that Calcutta University
was nothing but a Hindu organisation. When
one Hindu MLA (educationist also) said:
“The upper class Hindus organised these
schools with their blood”, retort came from
another Muslim MLA : “At the expense of
Bengal's poor peasants” Hindu member
was a well known landiord. The speeches
of Hindu MLA were intended to assert that
they would nullify the bill at any cost. Kiran

‘Shankar Roy claimed: “Out of the current

1400 schools, 1200 were established by the
Hindus; and of 300,000 students only
80,000 were Muslims.”

Abul Hashim gave ar example of
Hindu communalism and nationalism from
a text book recommended by the Hare
School. The Book was Abanindra Nath
Tagore's ‘Raj Kahini’. The quotation was, “by
that time, Amir Omraha of the Sultan left
behind their ‘lungi's, darhi (beard) and along
with their wives and the chicken-cages
abandoned the town during the night and
fled towards Ajmir. In the morning Prithviraj
captured Toda.”

Even Bengali scientist Acharya

.Prafulla Chandra Roy commented about

the bill: “Apart from 50 Government
schools and slightly less then 150 Christian
Missionary schools, all the secondary
schools of the province are built by the
Hindus and are conducted by the Hindus...
Is it a matter of surprise that the system
that obstructs the progress in education
and even offends the basis of their culture,
is not acceptable to the Hindus?” He was
not ready to accord any importance to the
complaints of Muslims in regard to the
domination of Hindus over Calcutta
University and penetration of Hindu culture
in educationm
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Since the education system spends vast
quantities of time debating syllabi and
course content, it is necessary to examine
the results of all these deliberations. What
are the value being promoted for the vast
numbers of rural youth, many of whom are
first-generation learners? What role are
they going to play in their society after
undergoing years of formal education?

The attitudes being promoted
through the educational system can be
dramatically illustrated by the English
Course Reader. English is seen as
important for two reasons. First, itis seen
as a language of the rulers, past and
present. Therefore those who learn
English want to imbibe the cultural values
of he ruling classes. Second, it opens up
job opportunities. Comprehension levels
are low, which makes it necessary to use
simplistic language and statements. The
language is consequently more indicative
of genuine attitudes.

, R.P. Bhatnagar who has compiled
the textbook in English (Course Reader)
for the 11th and 12th classes, Rajasthan
Board, has thought it a matter of pride to
mention that it will foster both linguistic and
cultural values of the students. He states:

Section A is it, intended to instil
confidence in the students and therefore
contains relatively easier textual ma terial,
well within the reach of an average
student, both linguistically and culturally.

The first lesson is called "Picnic

Cancelled". Surely ‘picnic’ is a concept
which is bott urban and associated with
a class which enjoys leisure and sharply
divides work from enjoyment. The lesson

Class and Caste in the Classroom

Aruna Roy and Nikhil Dey

begins with a description of the Sharmas
and the Bhatias. Mrs. Sharma is watering
the garden—yet another urban symbol of
feudal or modern wealth. There are no
gardens in rural areas. Even the rural rich
do nat have gardens. While teaching this
lesson to some students who lived in the

_neighbourhood, it became clear that the

concept of a garden was totally alien to
them. For those who have not travelled far
it is difficult even to visualise it.

When Mrs Sharma informs her
husband about the intended picnic, he
promptly says, “In that case I'll get the
gardener to water the trees.”

It is alien enough to have a garden,
but the concept of the gardener is totally
urban and upper-class. Land in rural areas
is used for productive purposes. This
garden has chairs and tables, which are
again symbols of the urban rich.

Mr Sharma shows some concern for
their belongings when he says:

We had better remove the chairs and

"the table from the garden in case it rains.

However, Mrs Sharma has adopted
the Western model of throwing out the old
when she replies:

The chairs are broken and old. |
would rather let them stay here.

She fortunately cares about the
table. But the necessity of servants for any
manual work is immediately revealed.

The table must certainly be
removed. It's too heavy for us. I'll get the
servant to help us remove it.

Literate rural youth of course can at
best aspire only to be in a Class IV
Government job, or work as guards and
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peons in similar private-sector jobs!

As if the lesson were not enough to
mould attitudes, the exercises at the end
of the lesson are used to comprehensively
drive home the point. In his short note to
the students at the beginning of the book
Mr Bhatnagar says:

The manner of equipping the student
for the various demarids life will make on
them is revealed in exercises at the end
of lesson one on structures and usage.

It is worth reproducing the whole
section.

Structures and Usage

1. To get someone to do something

a. I shall get the gardener to water the trees.
b. I shall get the servant to help us remove the
table.

c. | got some villagers to push the car,

d. Did you get'a dhobi to wash the linen?

e. She does not like to get anyone to help her
finish her homework.

f. Will you get the tailor to make me a dress?

While ‘a’ and ‘b’ only re-emphasise
ideas in the lesson, ‘c’ shows us exactly
what our educators think villagers shculd
be doing. Obviously something
constructive like pushing other people's
cars!

However, in ‘d’ it ceems there is
something to learn from the village after
all. The usefulness of the categories of
caste, even to urban people, is revealed
when we are told exactly what we must
get dhobies to do. In ‘e’ we finally have
someone who doesn't want help. The
urban, upper-class parent reveals the
ultimate dream of a child who will finish
her own homawork! In ‘f’ we are back to
dependencies, this time on the tailor.

The author explains:

In all the sentences given above the
verb ‘get’ has been used as a causative,
l.e. to express the fact that one person or

thing causes another person or thing to
perform some action.

The description of the causative verb
‘make’ reveals the true nature of these
relationships.

Make denotes the use of force or
pressure, either physical or social: She
made the servant clean the floor.

(Emphasis ir: the original)

The whole picture is revealeu in an
exercise in tabular form:
1. Make as many sentences as possible
using the following table:

Subject  Verb  (Projnoun to-infinitive etc
The boy the servant to wash the

veranda
The girl the young boy to lift the heavy box
Mohan got to ride ten miles
My father the old man to push the truck
They to keep the stray dogs

away
Looking at the exercise one wonders
what combinations are being encouraged.
In the pronoun section, the servant will

‘obviously have to perform all the tasks.

The young boy, depending on what his
class background is, may have to do
everything except lift the heavy box. But
for the old man, unless we want to teach
children to be patently cruel, his task must
obviously be “to keep the stray dogs away.”
An interesting task for a society which
prides itself on its respect to the aged!!

Thankfully ihe first lesson ends soon
after, but unfortunately the Book does not.
Lesson Seven called “Too many Mishaps,”
tells us how we must rise on the social
ladder.

The author relaxes with an
“uncomplaining” supply of hot tea, on a

‘winter evening, when his friend Sharad

informs him that their new Director is
arriving by train at eight p.m. Naturally, he
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‘cannot do without the servant.

| called Govind, my new servant and
asked him to take my scooter out in the
porch. | began dressing myself.

Mercifully he did not ask the servant
to dress him! However, the servant, poor
chap, can do not right:

At quarter to eight Govind came
running and told me that the scooter had
a flat tyre. | felt greatly disturbed. Hac' he
informed me ot it soon after | had asked
him to take out the scooter, | would have
gone to the station on my bicycl2 and still
reached taere in time to receive the
Director, Now it was too late to o it.

He even complains to hic friend
Sharad of the low intelligence level of-the
servant:

When ! reached the platform i found
Sharad pacing up and down in front of the
railway bookstall. I told him how I got late
because of the foolishness of my servant.
Sharad was sorry to learn that | had to
ride a bicycle all the way from my house
to the station. Had he suspected such a
mishap, he would have brought me to the
station on his motor-cycle.

Cycling to the station is seen as a
calamity. Many. children who come to
school and read this chapter walk miles.
Even cycles are mainly owned by the rural
middle-class.

However, the Director, as we are to
see, is much higher in the official hierarchy.
He travels in great style:

The train steamed into the station
at thirty-three minutes past eight. We
walkad up to the air-conditioned co:.ch.
The only passenger to come out of it was
our Director.

But the ultimate lesson on how to
succeed lies in the presentation of the
bouquet, when Sharad steals the thunder.

—

Sharad had brought a bouquet which
he presented to the boss and thus got all
his attention. Had | been not in hurry, |
too would have bought one on the way to
the station.

The author recognises Sharad's
cleverness and bemoarns the fact that he
too should have had the time buy a

‘bouquet. When Sharad drives off with the

Director, the author feels

Lonely.and neglected. Had | brought
my scooter, things would have been
different, | said to myself. |

A lesson in “How to get on with your
boss.” not a lesson on mishaps at all!

This would read like something cut
of a farce and make us laugh, if it were
not for the deliberateness with which
young minds are sought to be conditioned.
It is not surprising therefore that there is
a low value for rural life in general and
manual labour in particular, and
aspirations for the life of a ‘Babu’.

Andreas Fuglesang has rightly said

.in About Understanding-ldeas and

Observations on Cross-cultural
Communication:

The formal education system is
primarily concerned with instructing the
next geneiation in the techniques and
values of the dominant social system,
thereby preserving and perpetuating a
power structure. '

. If Sharad is the role-model on whom
youth are ‘going tc pin their aspirations,
then obliviously it shapes a society where
boot-licking and social-climbing will te the
values inculcated. The lesson reveals a
curious combination of a consumer-
oriented society with caste hierarchies
conveniently accommodated within it. For

"those in rural areas, especially the poor,

it represents the worst of both worldsm
(Courtesy : Mainstream, January 28, 1995)
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CAPITAL(ISING) THE SYLLABII

SCHOOLING IN THE TIME OF LIBERALISATION

This is about the indoctrination of young
minds---not of the saffron variety, but of unbridled
capitalist brainwashing. Whiz the Sangh Parivar
aims at saffroning history an 1 hinduising minu's,
the Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Contemporary Stu J-
ies (RGICS) under the aegis of Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation (RGF) is attempting to make stu-
dents pro-market and pro-liberalisation, HGICS,
this year started an experiment to change the
Economics syllabus advocating capitalist eco-
nomics. According to Bibek Debroy, the director
of RGICS “at school, children are still taught
about the old concepts of commanding heights
and socialism. This prompted us to introduce
modules on the Indian economy with a thrust on
economic reforms to bring school children closer
to ground realities”. Thus RGICS started the'~
first phase of the exercise in Delhi’'s 20 schools
which invariably included some government run
schools also. Each school had six sittings in
which economists held interactive sessions and
explained economic reforms, Public Sector Un-
dertaking disinvestments, rupee devalation etc.
These sessions were targeted at the students
of class 9,10 and 11. In the second phase, de-
date, essay and Quiz cornpetitions were held
an topics like rupee depreciation, foreign direct
nvestments, multi national corporations. RGICS
s00n followed it by designing a syllabus which
zan be taken up to any small town in the coun-
ry.
At the periphery, it may appear like an insignifi-
sant attempt by an institute. But in the long run,
t will have repercussions on the economic
syllabii in the schools. The pro-imperialis. eco-
1omic policies of the government needs a wider
ropaganda, through which they can brainwash
he young in schools in favour of the outlook of
1ow the MNCs can bring fortunes for our coun-
ry, how devaluation can boost exports, how
ubsidies are detrimental to development etc.
‘inally, the students will turn up as staunch sup

porters oi liberalisation, The doorways of the mind
will be open to the lure of becoming executives
or managers in the MNCs.

After these trials, the institute has taken
up the task of reforming the economics text books.
Since institutes such as RGICS enjoy support
from the governmei t, the expected outcome will
be text books of eccnomics turned inside out as
gospels of liberalisation to 'liberate’ the students
from ‘evils’ like socialism, welfare state atc. With-
out a conscious effort from the progressive sec-
tions in the academia, we cannot stop the on-
slaughi of such reactionary imperialist ideology
on education in the coming days.

(Source: Cutlook, September 21, 1998)

Imperialism's
Tightening Grip
on
Indian Agriculture

by
Suniti Kumar Ghosh

Price Rs. 35/-
Postal charges 5/-

For copies :

bt\_Contact : 331, Sutlej, INU, JJ

Kalam November 1998-February 1999 25

LIQLILISLD



www.padippakam.com

 Oppose the Business School in Hyderabad

The teaching shop of Shylocks

If chiet ministers can be cornpradors,
then Chandra Babu Naidu the CM of Andhra
Pradesh can only be their king. Without any pre-
tensions (or second thoughts?) he would prefer
to be called as the Chief Executive Officer (CEQ)
of AP. We too call him sa hefitting his role as the
Comprador Executive Officer of AP. This decade
saw a change in the process of lending by World
Bank (WB). Instead of giving loans through weak
and instaple central governments, WB chose to
directly lend the state governments. Grabbing this
opportunity, Chandrababu proved to be the best
comprador of the imperialists. With the flow of
WB funds and capital from MNCs in information
technology like Microsoft, IBM and Oracle,
Hyderabad is being made the haven for MNCs.
To accommodate these MNCs, the state govern-
ment on behalf of L&T (an MNC) has constructed
a “High-tech City”. Now after furnishing adequate
infrastructure, Chandrababu brought another
mega-project to Hyderabad, i.e., a Business
School of “international standards”.

This proposed Business School is a
multi-crore project by industrial houses of Ambani,
Kamat , Tata etc. meant to train their kith and kin
to manage their business. And hence it was quite
natural that Chandrababu, who tops the list of
best agents of capital (videshi and swadeshi),
could get the Business School chucking out his
own counterparts from Maharashtra and
Karnataka in the race.

But then any tale of accumulation can-
not go without its own script of destruction. That
will only come to light when we realise that this
Business School will stand up brick by brick on
the uprooted subsistence of the poor farmers of
Lodhi community in Nanckram Guda area in the
outskirts of Hyderabad. Two hundred and fifty
acres of their rand in which they were tilling for
the past sixty years was taken over by the gov

ernment and allotted for the Business School.

The wreiched existence of the poor Lodh
farmers will add up to the history of those dis-
placed millions always swept away in the tide of
the violent assault of capital craving for profits.

The government propaganda machine
says that the business school of “international
standards” (read imported) will provide the much
wanted facelift to the scenario of teac! ing and
fearning in Hyderabad. Another proposal brought
in by the COMPRADOR MANAGER of AP is the
“Medical City”; ostensibly to boost up the health
of the people.

That the business school and health city
are of, byand forthe rich need any further expla-
nation. All these violent restructuring of the
economy that add fuel to the fire of toil of the
masses bring again back the menace of this hi-
tech blitz--- which has reduced itself to the level
of cancerous growths on the body politic of the
society--- that can only be rooted out in the cru-
cible of revolutions

( B\
Read & Subscribe

Vimukti

(Kannada)

(Organ of Pragatipara
Vidyarthi Kendra, Karnataka)

Contact : P.B.No. 137, Shimoga-577201
{ J
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Intern8l Assessment System - -

“reating The Symptome Than The Disease

In lieu with the times of ‘modernisation’,
‘globalisation’, ‘quality con'rol' and ensurance of
‘efficiency’, the Bombay Lniversity is also zar-
nest. Little wonder that the university's introduc-
tion of the internal assessment system, ostensi-
bly to improve the efficiency of the student, in-
cites such an impression. The system which ini-
tially targets only the first year dgraduates has
evoked mixed reaction among the university fra-
ternity. While some feel that this will make stu-
dents take exams seriously as there is no way
outfor them others disagree pointing out that the
university is preventing the students from study-
ing. A further comment foresees an increass in
the number of dropouts due to failures. It becor, ies
imperative at this juncture to see through this
facade of internal assessment, which is yet an-
other attempt to treat the symptoms rather than
the disease.

What is the present education system?

In a backward, under-develope:’ sountry like
ours, where the rate of uhemployment is very
high, where intense competition for a few jobs
exist, getting a degree is seen merely as a means
to get a job. Education, therefore, becomes job
oriented, being seen interms of jobs. Thus, when
the very aims of education have become distorted
to such a large extent, it is only natural that pri-
orities too have been turned upside down. Ex-
ams are no longer an integral part of the educa-
tion process, but totally dominate education to
the extent, that passing rather than lear:.ing be-
comes synonymous with education. Therefore,
for the average student of India, haunted by the
spectre of unemployment, his only chance of
avoid-ing it becomes the most important aspect
of his education.

Hence with the whole future of the student at

VPS
stake, held so vital on that one crucial exam, it
is but natural that all other vital aspecls of edu-
cation are treated secondary and incidental. In
this sense, exams become a hurdle for getting a
degree for a job. Students see as to how thay
can mechanically do away with it with the least

- effort.... hence the panic buying of questions’

sets, guides, and sometimes even the use of
money, at the time of exams. The easiest way is
to buy your way through. .

The campus atmosphere is vitiated by leak-
ing of question papers (which are sold openly
and even circulated in private classes), forging
degree certificates, racketeering, threatening of
lectureis (some examiners even sell them-
selves), setting up dummies becoming common
maladies s2 much so that examination and ad-
mission times are often described as the “sea-
sons of high corruption”. Thus the University en-
courages, the students oblige.

Yet another problem is the element of subjec-
tivity of the examiner wherein varying standards
of evaluation may be applied from individual to
individual, and where external factors often play
a large role in determining the fate of the stu-
dent. As in the words of a British educationist “in
the determination of marks, the part played by
the examiner is greater than that of the perfor-
mance of the examined.

Exams infaci define a power relation. It’s like
a war betweer the student and the teacher. As
Mao-Tse-tung has observed: “Exams are like
tackling enemies, not people.... they are surprise
attacks, full of catch questions and obscura ques-
stions”. Literally the teacher lies in hiding waiting
to ambush the students with as many tough ques-
tions as possible, thrust on them at the time of
exams. However the response of the students to
the method is also revealing. Many students re-
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port as to how they invent quotations, ascribe
quotes to noted names, add some general knowl-
edge stuff.... all methods used to entice the op-
ponent i.e. the examiner. It is this ‘game’ which
highlights this power relation.

The bitter truth is that, since exams have be-
come important for passing, the ability of the stu-
dent to assimilate knowledge and utilise it cre-
atively proves meaningless to the mere tact to
memorize facts and to recite them by heart thus
making cducation a mechanical process. Hence,
neither the teacher nor the student wants to en-
courage creativity.

That the Indian education system has reduced
learning to a relatively drab and fallacious exer-
cise is evident from the observation made by the
University Education Commission (1949) which
still holds true after 50 years: “An unsound exam
system continues to dominate instruction... ex-
ams have become the aim and end of education,
all instruction is subordinated to them, they kill
all initiative in the teacher and student, and are
also capricious, invalid, inadequate and tend to
corrupt the moral standards of University lite”

Internal Assessment is a system of evalua-
tion in which degree college students will be
evaluated on the basis of credits, projects, as-
signments, group discussions etc. According to
the University Circular UG/380 of 1997, “there
will be two exams this year, 30% marks
weightage at the first term-end exam and a 70%
marks weightage at the second term-end exam.
In case a student fails to get the minimum 20%
in the first term-end exam, the student is denied
to sit for that paper in the final exam and has to
appear in the following years in October. How-
ever the rule of ATKT* still holds” Meanwhile,
while speaking to the Pro VG, Dr. Naresh Chandra,
the Government Educatior. Department’s inten-
tions become quite clear o introduce in due
course of time an exam eve.y month, and thereby
gradually do away with the *TKT system.

Some professors and students hold the opin-
ion that introducing such a system in colleges
will help increase students’ attendance at lectures,

enable teachers to persunally assess students...
and hence be much beneficial if implemanted.
However given the background of job oriented
degrees where exams are seen merely as an ‘ob-
stacle’ to pass and get a degree (which has been
explained earlier); where the classroom wears the
monotony of an undemocratic atmosphere due a
to high student-teacher ratio per class (Eg. first
year class-1 teacher for every 110 students). In
such situations the teacher will be unitentionally
forced to use dictatorial methods to exercise
control over the class.

Those particular and immediate effects as is
seen in the two months since the Internal As-
sessment System was implemented can be
summarised as follows.

@ This system will give more powers to the ex-

aminer to determine the fate of students. Since
the subjectivity of the examiner becomes promi-
nent under such a system, the examiner can be
‘bought’ depending upon his/her moral
standards.Therefore, many students who have
failed the year for want of 1 or 2 marks, may
resort to ‘corrupt’ means at the time of verifica-
tion of marks. A personal enimity between the
teacher and student can even prove disastrous
for the student.

@ Many students who have failed the exams,
will stop attending college lectures thereby the
attendance rates in classes registering a fall. This
trend is on the rise in most colleges since the
results were declared, thereby totally contradict-
ing the intentions of the scheme. A Principal of a
suburban college has even gone to the extent of
declaring that, “if girls fail, they can get married,
and boys can joint their father’s business.”

One needs to also examine in depth the gen-
eral long term effects of such a system, which
are quite alarming.

@ The dropout rate of college students will in-
crease. In India, already out of every 100 stu-
dents who join school, only 19 reach Std. Xli,
and only 5 of them join degree colleges. Hence,
introduction of such anti-studlent measures will
further worsen the situation. Those students who
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work to support themselves and study will be
the first affected. Similarly girl students, vernacu-
lar medium students and those coming from eco-
nomically backward sections will also be no ex-
ception. Hence introducing the Internal Assess-
ment System, will only succeed in filtering’ out
the needy sections of nur society Sections-which
need encouragement, not discrimination-thus pre-
serving the elitist nature of education.

Education will soon get reduced to exams with
competition as the catchword, devoid of any learn-
ing.

Hence, opnosing such an Internal Assessment
System should be of foremost importance to
every discerning mindnot merely because it has
been informed late to the students but its very
logic and operation epitomises the veritable wolf
in sheeps’ clothing.

Is the Government unaware of all this?

On the contrary it has become a fashion for
our education and human resource development
ministries to flaunt money (in crores) on National
Literacy Mission project and other such white el-
ephants, at the same time slashing the govern-
ment expenditure on education {India spends less
than a mere 3% of the GNP on education). Why
these double-standards?

The exploitative state through its anti-people poli-
cies ensure that the education it propagate repro-
duce a system tuned to its class intrests bereft of
inequalities. Even this lopsided education has be-
come dearer for the majority of the masses. Any
radical change in the education systemiis terror to
the ruling classes as it will be detrimental to the
interests and prevalence of the obsolete, reaction-
ary, backward feudal interests that chastise our
society today.

So it is natural that the ruling classes neither
want to change the content of the present educa-
tion system, nor extend its access, in whatever
fromitmay be, to the vast masses. Only a society
which is fundamentally transformed, which has
done away with this rat race, with exploitation, with
mistreatment, can ensure a scientific and demo-
cratic education and hence reclaim the joy of
learning. g ‘

Sajal's Murder
SHRC Sniffs at the Police Dog!

More and more information of police brutality
in the form of custodial deaths are pouring out of
the press. The cases of comrade Varghese and
Varkala Vijayan, who had upheld the path of
revolutionary politics during the days of Naxalbari
in Kerala and who got killed brutally then in the
hands of the police and hence been written off
as missing cases have now come back to the

limelight, to the public memory, after startling

revelations from policemen who have become
apologetic of their act of accomplice.

Inthe CPM managed West Bengal, the State
Human Rights Commission (SHRC) have left
short of implicating the senior police officers (SP
of Malda) and the police housed in Gazole thana
area of Malda district for custodial violence
leading to the death of Com. Sajal in the month
of December 1997. The commission has
severely criticised the inhuman callous attitude
of the police in not informing Sajal’s parents when
he was left in the Malda Sadar hospital
unattended with injuries in a semi naked condition
on the cold concrete floor at a corner of the
hospital for hours while his parents’ place was
about a kilometre away.

Sajal who was active in revolutionary politics
and a member of the Revolutioriary Students
Association (RSA) was hounded out by CPM
goons in association with the murder of Subal
Sarkara known anti-social. After severely beating
him, they handed him over to the police where he
was tortured again. The police torture was revealed
to the commission by Nurul Malahat who was
arrested along with Sajal. Moreover after examining
the two police witnesses the commission had
concluded that it was the police who framed a case
on Sajal and two other comrades by asking the
villagers to sign a paper on which something was
written in English which the villagers did not know.
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Vo

if anyone will

ask me the meaning of these
educational institutions,

then | will reply,

That these are mills and factories,
In where parts of governmental
Machinery are made,

They are smoothened,
They are polished,
They are packed
They are labelled.

And on every bit of machinery
Itis inscribed

Made in University

Price rupees one hundred fifty
Local taxes extra

But no one knows why
Whether these factories lack technology
Or these workmen are unskilled

Because when these parts reach the marts
Only five percent get their values evaluated
Others are slotted as unfit

And tossed in the box made for so,

Now any biacksmith can take them along,
Make pans of them,

Fill them with dung

and let the pans feel ashamed.

If you ask for an answer from

The founders of these educational
institutions,

They will reply,

This is the sea where swans pick pearls
This is the land of blossoms

Where roses bloom

Those who tread in these paths
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Made in University
Minderpal Bhattal

Attain status in society
Life becomes a success story
But will anyone ask them

Where does the value of principles escape,
When someone just holds your nerve
And claims for a hundred

Where does the Artsicle 39 of constitution
vanish.

When a rickshaw puller is crushed
By a car driver
Oh! What will they tell

They are living dead

These dumb cocks

Will not call out

These are the fit parts

Of governmental machinery
They are given a jerk

To make them work

Whom are you mocking at,
Writ a while,
You too will become parts,

Get labelled with a hi-fi brand,
But when you’ll reach the market,
You will not be sold,

Unfit you are will be told.

And tossed in the box

Made for so

If a blacksmith gets you

He too will suffer a loss

Because when he’ll make you a pan
Iron would be less

So you'll be bottomless

He too would repent

And throw you on a garbage heap
You’ll become a
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Part of the garbage, Become a hammer,

You will end up on road

To be kicked by more. Give a strong blow to the administration,
Thatis why All you unfinished parts, Which has made this system

Break the moulds, And has given birth

Enter the crucible, To such set upm

(Translated from Punjabi by Swela)

Wag the Dog and Win a Scholarship!

Here is an innovative way of raising resources—in lieu of the ethos of liberalised economy that
India is—to cough up remuneration for the research community so that the pursuit of knowledge in
higher education may not get hindered for want of cash.

The news is that the Academic Council of the Indira Gandhi Agriculture University at Raipur,
Madhya Pradesh, has approved to institute a scholarship in memory of Tipsy, the pet dog of an
IPS Officer (read lap dog!). The officer who would love to play anonymous (1), true to the love for
his pet dog has offered Rs. 30,000/- for the scholarship.

It any one is going cats and dogs about the resource crunch in UGC, in higher education,
beware and behold! For a country, stinking of scams, bribes, commissions, pay-offs, tax-evasions
and what not, leading to a massive parailel black economy of Rs. 38,000 crore \on par with its
foreign debt); for a country which flushes out 30% of its budget (1995 estimate) for defence
expenditure in the process building up a highly brutal army and police used against peoples
movements; a country who has the infamy of being ranked first in arms imports but 147th in per
capita income between 1988 and 1992; which spends less than 1.9% of the budgetary allocation-
on education and yet has got the nerve to do away with it, to throw it open to private interests;
where 45 million children are out of primary scheols in 1995; where nearly one third of the children
under 16 are forced into child labour; the announcement of such an ‘innovative’ scholarship eulogising
the memory of a pet dog indeed smacks of tho morality of those who take the meat from the table
and teach contentment and those who speak to the hungry after eating their fill, of wonderful imes
to come.

But friend, the top dog (pardon, Vice Chancellor) of the University, Dr. S.K. Patil, says that the
Tipsy Memoria! Scholarship of Rs. 3,000/~ will be given every year to the outstanding student in
Bachelor of Veterinary Science of the University.

Well, let us not get restive about an academics that has become topsy turvy. Long live, the
memories of Tipsies and ever be the memories of pet dogs! Glory be to the lap dog and the top
dog! Let there be more perks for the lap dogs and top dogs—and scholarships on them too!!
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Our

experiences
Haryana women

among

Sunita

in the Go to Village Campaign last summer, we,

the activists of Jagruk Chatra Morcha had divided

into 3 teamsto go in three directions. One in,which

| was a member happened to cover ten villages in

Yamuna Nagar district. There were two girl students
in our team.

During the campaign, we used to reach a new
village everyday in the evening and in the night
cultural programmes were performed. Our morning
in the new villages started with our attempts to in-
teract with the women of the village.

In all the villages women cooperated with us
overwhelmingly. Usually an aged women or & girl
used to accompany us when we went door tc door
to inform about the cultural programmes. Every-
where women and girls used to surround us atten-
tively to what we said. In all the villages except
one, women attended the cultural programmes in
the night from 9 pm. to 10.30 pm. in good numbers.
Still, many women could not make it due to their
daily household chores as they complained that we
completed our cultural programm 2 quite early.

Majority of the women are confired to the house-
hold work. They work for the whole day with out any
let up. Those who go for work outside have a much

more hectic schedule. Apart from the work outside
their household work alsc become a burden on them.

The duty of looking after the kids usuall
of elder children is that of the girl. Usuall
women don't get work the whole year and mor
over they are paid only half of the wages ¢
their male counterparts. The wage rates f
womean vary from Rs. 25-30 per day.

Most of the girls in these villages are dro:
outs after 7th or 8th standard. Schools beir
situated in distant places is one of the ma
reasons for their dropping out.By talking to ti
girls, we could make out their feelings. Due
tamily problems and the social conditions, gi
are being discouraged from going to scho

~ For instance, one girl who happens to be

class XlI, had to fight for two years to cc
tinue her studies, when she was in class

Only two girls go to college from among the
ten villages. In two villages dalit women ¢
sarpanchs. At home though, men decide «
erything. Purdah system is prevalent.

We visited two industries where mattrest
were produced. Only girls workin these fac
ries. For their 11-12 hour work they get betwe
Rs. 35-50 per day. The piece rate for desigt
mattress is Rs. 32 per sq. yard and Rs. 28
the plain ones.

Being girls, we faced sorie problems
ir one viillage, people took us as professic
dancers and one woman hencetreated us g
unfriendly. But in the night after seeing

cultural programme, thesame woman carm
‘contd. in page
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¥

On.the)path ot sfruggle

Andhra Pradesh

Agitations of girl students:

- At various girls colleges in Tirupati,
Anantapur, Mahaboobnagar, Hyderabad &
Guntoor Pamphlets were distributed welecoming
the new students exhorting them to organise
‘themselves against the problems which they con-
frontinside and outside the home, as these prob-
lems are interlinked with the larger struggles for
a fundamental change in the society.
Hyderabad:- A debate competition on " 50 Years
of mdependence women & students" was.
organised in, various colleges in the month of
August. Wall magazines were also put up on the
same subject.

In kothi women's college the Hostel ad-
ministration had passed new
rules such as compulsory remittance of mess
charges every month, privatisation of the mess
facilities, stoppage of Hostel facility for married
girls etc.

Against these anti-student measures,
with the help of Mahila Chetana {(women's
organlsatton) students formed from arnong them,
a 20 member messcommittee in defiance against
ane which was formed by the Principal, lecturers
and wardens. This student committee met the
warden, Principal, chisf warden and VC and as-
serted the need for the implementation of their
demands which included iocal probleras too. :

Consequently the Principal threatened
about 150 students.and asked them to render
apology in letter.Though initially scared, after
realising that their struggle was a.just one, the
students refused to apologize and continued their
struggle, assertirig that if their problems are not
solved they will not relent. Aimost all the major
demands got solved and new rules were formed
to run the mess effectively. Thus students took
the responsibility of running the mess including
the puchase of the material from the market. In-
mates of each room was. given the responsibility
to run the mess each week on a rotation basis.
They also took up the responsibility of fixing the
mess bill. Various posters against privatisation
were pasted all over the college during the
struggle.

TIRUPATI:- On August 1st from 2.30 p.m.onwards
the hostel students of Sri Padmavati Mahila De-

* gree college started agitation demanding removal

of the warden and Deputy warden, to bring down
the mess bill, caution deposit, electricity charges,

. toinstall phone facility in the hostel, polite behaviour

from the Hcstel workers with students and their
parents to iacrease the visiting hours and to keep
the hostel library open throughout the day.
Around 800 students sat-on dharna near
the college gate. They demandedthat the educa-
tion officer come immediately and solve their prob-
lems. But when police came to stop the agita-
tion, students shouted them go back saying
there was no need for police, to which the Cl and
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S| had to agree.

Late at midnight around 2.30-a.m. the
DEO came asking to withdraw the agitation. Since
the EO was not in town, he teok the responsibil-
ity of solving their demands. The students then
stopped the dharna.

But as there was no written declaration
from the DEO, students continued with their
struggle the next morning. They avoided taking
food in protest.

In each phase of the agitation the col-
lege administration tried their best to discourage
the struggle with the help of the Cl, Stand DEO.
But each time the students staunchly resisted
py shouting slogans againstthem. To the repeated
requests of the DEO to take food and to lift the
agitation, the students braving the hostile weather,
responded by insisting that until they are given a
written assurance from the DEO they are not
going to budge.

At last the DEO had to give in by assur-

ing in writing to immediately solve the problem,
with which the students withdrew their agitation.
The major demands of removing the warden-and
deputy warden was done immediately and new
people were appointed in their places. Caution
deposit money was reduced from Rs 900 to Rs
600. mess bills cut by Rs 100 and phone facility
was also made available.
‘GUNTUR:- Demanding immediate redressal of
their problems, students of Aided High Schools
and Municipal High Schools of Guntur went on
strike on July 9th and 10th. With the guidance of
Pragati Mahila Vedika, students of 21 High
Schools participated in the strike.

On 9th July, students of all Aided High
Schools boycotted their classes and took a dem-
onstration to the collector's office. In the demon-
stration students raised slogans demanding im-
mediate solution for their pioblems.They satona
dharna before the collector's office.

On 10th July, students of all Municipal
High Schools boycotted their classes and took

out a rally to the Municipal office. In the rally they
shouted slogans demanding immediate fulfillment
of vacant posts of teachers, timely issuing of
books and scholarships, withdrawal of
government's anti-student policies.

As there was no one in the Municipal
office, the students blockaded the road for 30

" minutes. Later they gave a memorandum to the

Municipal manager.
Against the death of a girl student in welfare
Hostel '

With less facilities, high number of stu-
dents, the social welfare hostels in
Andhrapradesh, ridden wilh problems, have be-
come death traps for students.

In Guntur, the social welfare girls hos-
tels for SC/ST students lack even the minimum
facilities. For 300 studenits there are only three
latrines, while absence of proper drinking facili-
ties have forced students to leave with a single
bottle of water from morning to evening. There
are no fans in the hastel, no proper food nor any
medical facilities etc. '

These conditions had proved quite se-
vere on one girl student Ramishetti Kalyani (8)

‘who was a class |ll, that after taken ill, she died

within three days.

Pragati Mahila Vedika, in protest, rallied
the students to the hospitai. The hostel authori-
ties tried haid to hide the real causes of her death
with the connivance of the doctors. Against this
callous attitude of the authorities the sludents
blockaded the road on the second day keeping
the dead body in state on the road. They took out
a rally up to the social welfare office and de-
manded immediate dismissal of the warden and
immediate remedies for their hostel problems.The
authorities had no way but to come down and
hence transfer the warden. They assured the stu-
dents with immediate provisions for the problems.
Against closure of welfare Hostels:

In the process of privatisation of educa-
tion the AP government has puta proposal to
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replace social welfare hostels with a limited num-
ber of residential schools. Against this proposal
an extensive campaign was taken in social wel-
fare hostels by APCMS (the women's organiza-
tion) in which students participated in large num-
bers. Pamphlets were distributed opposing the
anti-Dalit, anti-trical, anti-women policies of
Chandrababu Naidu. Meetings were also
organised in the soc al welfare hostels in Tirupati,
(Ongole, Adoni, Hyderabad and Gunt .

in Guntur around 300 students from 13
nostels participated in a rally and  raised slo-
gans against the government.Chandrababu
Naidu. Meetings were also organised in the so-
cial welfare hostels in Tirupati, Ongole, Adoni,
Hyderabad and Guntur.

In Guntur around 300 students from 13
hostels participated in a rally and raised slo-
gans against the government.

Haryana

Yamuna Nagar: Students rise against fee hike

The managemeant of MLN college in Yamuna
Nagar, effected a fee hike of the order of 25-
60%. Jagruk Chatra Morcha (JCM), conducted a
signature campaign in the cllege against this
and collected nearly 1000 signatures. On 29th
September, these signatures were presented to
the Principal and DC along with a memorandum
to withdraw thz fee hike. -

After the October vacations, on 2nd No-
vember, a reminder was also submitted for which
action was not taken. To take the issue to a higher
stage, on 6th November, students of all the col-
leges in Yamuna Nagar boycotted the classes
and went on a token strike. A rally was organised
in the town and rasta roko was conducted at the
main chowk in which nearly 500 students took
part. On the same day, nearly. 100 students went
to Kurukshetra, took out a rally and met the Vice
Chancellor of Kurukshetra University and sub-
mitted a memorandum.

As a reaction to this determined agitation of

~ the students, the Principal of MLN college ex-

pelled our JCM activist from the hostel. When
students demanded the principal to revoke the
expulsion of the student from the hostel, he guite
autocratically expelled him even from the col-
lege. This angered the students and instantly they
went on strike. As audacious as he can be, the
Principal expelled the same day, another stu-
dent, also a JCM activist and declared holidays
till 17th November anticipating an end to the agi-
tation.

But on 18th November, students went on strike
again demanding the revoke of the expulsion of
two students and withdrawal of the hike. Nearly
800 students gathered near the Principals’ room .
and raised slogans making the terror tactics of
college administration and police futile. As a re-
sult, the management had to bow down and ac-
cept the demands. This unity of the students of
Yamuna Nagar gave a new vigour to the student
community of the town. The agitation was led all
along by JCM under its banner.

Against indecent film posters: .

JCM activists in Yamuna Nagar tookout a pro-
paganda against the indecent posters and sex
tilms exhibited in the cinema halls in the town.
They went around the town and blackened the
indecent posters. Later they met the Divisional
Commissioner and submitted a memorandum.
After this, pasting of the indecent posters have
come to a halt. ;

Narwana: Students demand fee waive

The floods in Haryana this year had cre-
ated havoc in the agriculture. Since majority of
the stuclents come from a peasant background,
JCM took up the issue of waiving off the fee in
colleges. On 2nd November, the students of Gov-
ernment college led by JCM went on strike and
took out a 200 strong rally. They later met the
Sub Divisional Magistrate and submitted a
memorandum.

In continuation of this, on 6th Novem

N
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ber, nearly 125 students of al JCM units, took
out a rally in Kurukshetra University, met the Vice
Chancellor and submitted a memorandum. As a
result, the VC promised to take up this matter
with the education minister of Haryana. He also
promised to discuss with the University body to
reduce the prospectus fee and appoint a com-
mittee to investigate into the irregularities in Gov-
ernment College, Yamuna Nagar.

~ Uttarakhand

Ramnagars i’SF participated in the struggle of
hotel workers. which was on for 3 months and 3
days from 16th July to 19th October.

Their main demand was to withdraw the trans-
fer of two workers to Bombay on the same pay
i.e. 1240/- Rs. monthly Thus 32 workers started
their agitation as a Dharna infront of the hotel
gate when on the same night of 16th July, the
police forcibly threw their tents and later the ho-
tel management came up with court orders pro-
hibiting dharnas within 300 metres.

After assessing the situation, a coordination
committee was formed of all the democtratic
organisations like Krantikari Lok Adhikar Manch,
Progressive Students Forum, Sanyukth
Sangharsh Samiti, and AISA along with the
worker's union. It was named Shramik Nagrik
Sangharsh Samiti. Under the banner of the coor-
dination committee the struggle continued in dif-
ferent forms like dharnas, campaigns in nearby
villages and colleges, gherao of the Commis-
sioner (Nanital) or SDM, torchlight processions
and even marching to Delhi on 9, October to give
a Dharna infront of the hseadquarters of the ho-
tel for 2 hours. A rally was taken out at Jantar-
Mantar, where the police arrested and detained
the activists for 4 hours.

Finally on Ocl. 19, ar agreement was
reached by both the parties, in which the work-
ers would get their service charge Rs 11,00/~ pay
of the strike period plus bonus of 96 and 97. In

the end it was the movement which was not only
successful but gave inspiration to the workers
and also brought the unity of students with the
working class.

PSF took a campaign from 13th Nov. to

22nd Nev. 1998 against the price hike. A street
play, ‘Roti Ka Khel’, was performed at various
street corners and colleges as many as 13 times.
Also a pamphlet titled ‘Krantikari Sanghatan Ki
Avashyakta Kyo?’ (what is the need for a revolu-
tionary urganisalion?), was distributed among the
masses for their great appreciation.
Almora: On 17th November, a scction of stu-
dents who had gone to give @ memorandum to
the state education minister was brutaily
lathicharged by the police. PSF unit of Almora,
on 18th Nov., gheraoed the state education min-
ister and-expressed their strong protest, notwith-
standing the opposition by the goons of ABVP
and the student union. Later a memorandum was
handed over to the state education minister.

Punjab

Gurdaspur:

Fake cases were framed against some
students by the Teachers Association in
Gurdaspur. The main motive behind this was some
contradictions which some teachers had with the
parents of some students. Against these anti-
sludent agis of teachers Punjab Students Union
called for a city-wide demonstration in which 400
students and their parents participated. After the
dernonstration the Teachers Association agreed
to take back the fake cases.

- PSU with 200 students blockaded the
road for 50 minutes and gave a memorandum to
the district transport officer demanding to imme-
diately issue the bus passes.

PSU organised a revolutionary cultural
programme against imperialist culture at the I'T1
on 27th November, in which revolutionary plays
and songs were performed. Students later paid
hornage to the AIRSF secretary Com. Janardan
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who was tortured to death by the AP police in a
fake encounter. i
A seminar was also organised in
Gurdaspur on the eve of the birth anniversary
of Udham Singh. Around 35 students partici-
pated in the seminar.

Delhi

Democratic students union (DSU) par-
ticipated in the protest dharna along with Pro-
gressive students union (PSU) Delhi, on 22nd
October, infront of Vigyan Bhavan, the venue of
the education ministers-conference. The dharna
was against the HRD minister's attempt to pass
the RSS inspired agenda on education. Police
arrested the agitating students and framed cases
against them. The students were detained for
more than six hours.

DSU organised a cultural programme
against the onslaught of imperialist culture on
23rd December in Delhi University. Various pro-

gressive plays and songs were performed by DSU

activistsm

(contd. from page 32)

to us and apologised for her behaviour and while
leaving the village she accompamed ustoalong
distance.

In all the villages, the girls in the campaign
team were received warmly by the people. We
did not face any problem for stay or food. An-
otheri inspiring thing was, the letters we received
from eight places a month after the campaign. In
all the letters, it was mentioned that the women
remembered us well to hum the songs which we
had sung during the.campaigna

@ * Naxalbari

-Not Just the name of a village

=N
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Second Conferences of

RSF (West Bengal) & JCM (Haryana)
Successfully Held

RSF (WB):

Revolutionary Students Federation (West Ben-
gal), held its second state conference on 20th
September 1998 in Shiakhala of Hocqgly district.
The conference started with flag hoisting in the
morning by the father of Sudev Chakravarty, a
martyr of the Great Naxalbari Struggle of the 70s,
who had gone to Midnapore while being a stu-
dent to organise the peasants and got killed by
the jotedars along with two other localcomrades
named Shashi and Gurudas (These 3 martyrs’
names were referred to by Comrade Charu
Mazumdar in one of his famous letters written to
the local organ just after their martyrdom). The
inaugural speech was delivered by Amitdyuti
Kumzr from the Association for Protection of
Democratic Rights (APDR), who was also asso-
ciated wi.i the Naxalbari Student Movement. As
Sudev’s father inspired the students in the con-
ference with a stirring account of his son’s
revolutinary zeal and indomitable spirit, Amitdyuti
Kumar expressed the necessity of organising
students on their academic issues besides in-
spiring them with revolutionary politics. He told
how all over the world students are playing a revo-
lutionary role even today and are up infront of all
social movements. Fraternal delegates from RSA
and PDSF also gave their speeches wishing full
success to the RSF conference.

As the conference progressed, the programme
and constitution of RSF was placed before the
students by Com. Arnab. Many delegates par-.
ticipated in the discussion of the same. Some

~ amendments were placed and finally both were

accepted unarimously with'some corrections. It
was soon followed by the organisational report of
the last one year's work which was placed by the
secretary Com. Ashish.

Kalam November 1998-February 1999



www.padippakam.com

RSF was initiated in the early nineties to
organise students onthe basis of the revolution-
ary ideals of Naxalbari and its _resurgence in
AP, Bihar and Dandakaranya. During the last 3
years, RSF was slowly gaining its base. In
Calcutta and its suburban areas, RSF is emerg-
ing more and more as a student organisation syn-
onymous with struggles. It is keen to revive the
revolutionary traditon of West Bengal students
by conducting regular “go to village” campaigns,
taking up students’ issues as much as possible
and conducting solidarity campaigns in suppo:t
of struggles of other sections of the people. The
resolve and sincerity of RSF to resurrect the glo-
rious traditon of Bengal Students Movement was
evident from the organisational report.

Altogether, 100 students, youth and cultural
activists attended the conference, amnng which,
72 were student delegates. The conference hall
was decorated with quotations of teachings of
Mao and Charu Mazumdar. A martyr's column
was garlanded and silence observed in memory
of hundreds of student martyrs of 70’s Bengal
movement and the recent martyrs of different
states particularly AP, Bihar and Dandakaranya.
Student cultural activists and Nishantika (cultural
organisation) activists sung many revolutionary
songs throughout the conterence.

In the evening, a procession of nearly 200 stu-
dents and youth was taken out from the confer-
ence hall to Shiakala Bazar where a mass meet-
ing was held. Leading activists of RSF and

‘secreatry of NDYF spoke at length about the de-
velopments in Bengal and the role to be played
by the students and youth at this crucial junc-
ture. The mass meeting was concluded with
sorigs and skits which evoked good response from
the gathering. :

JCM (Haryana) hold its Second State Confer-
ence and Work Shop

Jagruk Chatra Morcha (JCM), is makmg its
first steps in building a revolutionary students
movement in Haryana. It should be noted that

there is no such history of any revolutionary
student movement in Haryana. lts against this
background that JCM is organizing the students
on various issues ranging from academic to po-
litical. To consolidate the organisation which is
quite nascent, JCM decided to organise its con-
ference annually. Hence it organised its second
conference this year, in the form of a delegate
session. JCM also has become the constituent
of AIRSF from this year.

Student activists of JCM gathered at Com.

Janardhian Hall in Ambala city from 26-28 Octo
ber 1998 to participate in the two-day workshop
organised alongwith the second conference of
JCM. On the first two days, i.e., on 26 and 27, a
work shop was held to discuss the organisational
problems and work methods.
Workshop: The programme started with the hom-
age to Com. Janardhan, General Secretary of
AIRSF who was killed by the AP Police in a fake
encounter and Com. Anil Ojha, a DSU (Bihar)
activist, who died under mysterious circum-
stances.

The issues placed before the delegates to dis-
Cuss wWetre:

1. How to start work in new colleges?

2. What are the problems faced in the Col-
leges?

3. How to form units?

4. How to give membership?

5.What are the prcblems arising side by side
from family while working in the organisation?

6. On what issues students can be organised?

7.What are the agitational forms?

8. How to organise girl students?

9. How to impart political education?

10. With whom can we go for joint activity?
etc. i ‘

The delegiates discussed at length con these
issues to get some clarity so as to devise appro-
priate work methods.

Second State Conference: On 28 October, the
second conference started with scores of revo

A
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lutionary songs forming the background for the
hoisting of the red flag.

The inaugural address was delivered by Prof.
P.D. Sharma from Kurukshetra University. [n his
speech he spoke on the importance of the need
for a revoldtionary student movement and ap-
pealed to the delegates not to be silent specta-
tors to the problems in the society. He also ex-
pressed his anguish against the communal fas-
cism of BJP and pointed out that uprooting of
this unjust and exploitative system is an imme-

diate task before us. After this, the fraternal mes-

sages from AIRSF, DSU (Delhi), Progressive
Students Front (UP), Lok Sangram Morcha, Nav
Javan Dasta and Disha Sanskritik Manch (all from
Haryana) were read.

This was followed by the Secretary’s report
on JCM activities after the first conference till
date.The report dealt with the issues taken;, prob-
lems faced and lessons learnt. Later the del-
egates proposed some amendments to the con-
stitution which was passed after due discussion.
Then the treasurers’ report was followed.

The conference later elected Com. Mandeep
as President, Com. Rajesh as Secretary, Com.
Nirmala as Treasurer and Coms. Dharamveei and
Shukrapal as Executive Committee members.
The conference concluded with the passing of
resolutions condemning anti-farmer policies of the

government leading to suicides of peasants,

Pokhran blasts and unequal treaties like CTBT,
Commercialisation of education, price hike,
privatisation of power sector, communalisation
of education, in solidarity with the Indonesian stu-
dents struggle and demanding compensation for
the farmers in the flood hil areas and demandlng
India to come out of WTO.

The confercnce concluded with renewed en-
thusiasm, to build up a revolutionary student
movement in Haryana by mobilising students of
the state into struggles and thus carve a niche
for Haryana student community in the revolution-
ary student movement of Indiag

“ A newspaper is not only a collec-
tive propjgandist and a collective
agitator, it is also a collective
organiser” _Lenin

Dear Readers!

" Kalam is yours. Help us in en-
riching the quality of Kalam by send-
ing your critical comments. Kalam has
decided to allot two pages for
Reader’s column exclusively for the
readers to express their opinions and
views. Use this space and make
Kalam a vibrant student magazine.

We know that majority of the
students have difficulty in expressing
themselves in English, an alien lan-
guage to all of us. We welcome you
to write in your mother tongue. Kalam
will get it translated for you.

Piease send your articles, let-
ters and opinions to this address.

-Editor,

Kalam
C/0 No. 331, Sutlej,
JNU, New Delhi-110067
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A System that failed

When the British left India only 16 per cent of the population was literate. In
1997 the figure reached 51.2. Impressive sounding? Till you consider that countries
like Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Tanzania, China, Indonesia, Philippines, Zambia and many
others which had a comparable literacy in the 40s have now reached much higher
levels. Today India has more illiterates and lower literacy rates than even sub-
Saharan Africa. In fact, India inay soon have the dubious distinction of housing
more than half the illiterate papulation of the world.

Take a look also at the composi‘ion of the country's literate. They comprise all
those who can write their name and read it when it is written. Of these 12.5 per cent
have received no formal education, and 10.7 percent have studied only upto primary
schooi ...... But, more than 60 per cent of primary schools in India have only one
teacher, or at best two for conducting five classes. 2,628 schools have none! The
NCERT!'s Fifth Survey also found that of the 5.29 lakh primary schools :

More than 50 per cent h ad no drinking water facilities

Nearly 85 per cent had no toilets

71,000 had no bundlngs kuccha or pucca, while in all, nearly 50 per cent were
conducted in kuccha, thatched houses or open spaces.

Dropout rates are naturally enormous-only 70 of every 100 children enrol in
class 1, half of these dropout before completing primary school, less than 10 cross
class 8, less than 5 complete high-school and only 2 may graduate!

Once again the rulers of 'Independent' India are totally to blame. The 1st 5 year
plan gave education 7.86 per cent of total outlay, the 2nd plan 5.83 per cent and the
7th Plan 3.5 per cent. Today the country devotes less than 3.5 per cent of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) to this crucial sector-less even than Tanzarnia (4.3), Kerya
(6.7) and Malaysia (7.8)

At higher level tool while the number of universities grew from 27 in 1950-51, to
214in 1995, and the number of colieges rose fromi 578 to 8210, india has inot been
able to develop necessary infrastructure of skilled manpower. A recent survey
shows that more than 50 per cent of students of the country's premier engineering
institutes-the IT- were planning to 'Quit India' after government has spent more
than Rs. 2 lakh per student. ;

Today after 5 decades of Independence, india has only 134 scientists and
engineers per one million peor'e compared to 5183 in Japan and 3874 n USA.
Only six per cent of those in the age-group 17-23 attend college while in U< about
30 per cent, in S Korea 4604 per cent and in Germany 37.€ per cent do so.

Clearly the system has failed!

(Courtesy : AIPRF booklet ‘Fifty years of dependence and fifty years of resistance’.)

\ =
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/ cV The Guerrilla is Like A Poet

The guerrilla is like a poet
Keen to the rustle of leaves
The break of twigs
The ripples of the river
The smell of fire
And the ashes of departure.

The guerrilla is like a poet.

He has merged with the trees
The bushes and the the rocks
Ambiguous but precise
Well-versed on the law of motion
And master of myriad images.

The guerrilla is like a poet.
Enrhymed with nature
The subtle rhythm of the greenery
The inner silence, the outer innocence
The steel tensile in-grace
That ensnares the enemy.

The guerrilla is like a poet.

He moves with the green brown multitude
In bush burning with red flowers
That crown and hearten all
Swarming the terrain as a flood
Marching at last against the stronghold.

An endless movement of strength
Behold the protracted theme:
The people’s epic, the people’s war.

--From the flaming fields of Philippines
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Registration No. 31676/78 (Printed Matter) Book Post
~ @l India Revolationary Students
Federation ;
(AIRSF) |
| Seminar on

Commodification of Education
e

Onslaught of Imperialist Culture

O Onslaught of imperialist culture : Com. Chalasani Prasad
(Revolutionary Writers Assbciation,A.P.)

a Saffronisation of education

i O Private educational institutions: Money making
monsters : Com.C.S.R. Prasad (Revolutionary Writers Association, A.P.) f

O Students struggles in India : Com. Shiv Sunder (AIPRF)

a Education for sale: A critique on coaching
classes : Com. Shoma Sen

20-21 January 1999
Com. Janardhan Hall
Mumbai
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