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TamiL CULTURAL INFLUENCES IN SOUTH E4ST AS14

The main linens, along which investiga-
tions regarding Tamil cultural influences in
South - East Asia should continue to be
made are briefly outlined below:

1. In Thailand, the writer was especially
fortunate to meet the Court Brahmins, thanks to the
good offices of H. H. Prince Dhani Nivat, and verify
for himself the Tamil verses recited by them at the
coronation of their kings and at the swinging festival;
Though the swinging festival has not been publicly
celebrated in Bangkok for about twenty years, the
huge posts meant for swing may yet be seen. It were
well worth investigating the origin and development of
the Triyambavay Tripavay festivals in Thailand. The
Maharajaguru, as the chief priest is called, repeated to
the writer the tradition that had been mentioned by his
predecessors that the Court Brahmins of Thailand seem
to have originally come from Ramesvaram. the guru
also felt, after a pilgrimage undertaken to the Hindu
shrines of India, that the ritual in vogue among the
Court Brahmins of Bangkok and the arrangements
within their temples seemed to resemble those of the
Tamil country, especially of Conjeevaram.

Thailand has had colonies of Brahmins also in
the South, at Ligor and Takuapa, following the same
traditions and celebrating the same festivals with the
recitation of the verses from Manikkavasagar.
Cambodia also has its court Brahmins at Phnom-penh.
There is room for research regarding Tamil Court cer-
emonies and their influence abroad, as well as regard-
ing the role of the Brahmins in these countries, how far
they mixed with the colonists and the local popula-
tions, and in what manner they served the kings and
Tamil merchants who patronized them. To all appear-
ances, the Brahmins of Greater India did not have the
powers and prerogatives, and did not claim the exclu-
sive rights which were exercised by the Brahmins in
contemporary India.

Xavier S. Thaninayagam Adikal

2. The museum library at Bangkok contains
Sanskrit manuscripts which may throw light on the
spread of the ritual of the Tamil country in Thailand.
There are also manuscripts in the possession of the
Maharajagura which should be studied. The Tamil
verses recited by the Brahmins are written in either
grantha or in the Thai script, and have had various
reductions.

3. As the vehicle of literary and religious
thought and as the language of the inscriptions, the
Sanskrit lJanguage held paramount sway in these lands
as it did hold paramount sway during certain periods at
the courts of the Tamil kings. The use of Sanskrit is no
indication that the influences were not from the Tamil
country or from the Tamil people. It is necessary to
insist that the first records available in South-East Asia
are not necessarily the earliest possible records of con-
tact with India.

Certain writers have ignored entirely the pre-
Aryan and non-Aryan elements in the languages and
cultures of South-East Asia, elements which gave a
unity and cohesiveness to the regions known as
“Greater India” and facilitated the spread of influ-
ences during the Gupta and Pallava periods. Further,
Gupta influences and Amaravathi art could have
reached South-East Asia via the Tamil kingdoms:

4. The Tamil influence, especially in
Thailand, spread also to the field of literature. There
are names and episodes in the Thai Ramakien
(Ramayana) which are incontestably of Tamil origin, as
is also the devotion to the sea-goddess, Manimekalai.
The history of the Tamil loan reds in the Thai lan-
guage as well as in Malay and Javahese are bound to
reveal very interesting aspects of the Tamil influence.
Sanskrit words in their grantha form and ancient place
names have their own importance.

11 H. G. QUARITCH-WALLES, Siammmese State Ceremonies, o.c., pp.
54-63

12 G. COOEDES, Les etats hinndouises, o.c., p. 35.

13 Cf. PHYA ANUMAN RAJADHON, Thai Liiteeratuuure in the
Thailand Culture Series.

14 P.. DUPONT, Visnus mitres de I'Indochine Occidentale, BEFEQ,
Vol. XLI, ppp.. 2333--254.

15 SILPA BIRASRI, Thai Buddhist Sculpture, Bangkok 1954, p. 12:

* For reasons of different periods, contrary to other peoples who also
adopted indian culture, the thai were not inspired by the Gupta Art, but
by Indian bronzes of the 10th - 12th century from Ceylon and South
India.”

16 H. G.QUARITCH-WALES , The Marking of Greater India, o.c..., pp.
32, 33, 34, 102, 152-3, 205,
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5. Tamil influence in the domain of
sculpture is revealed by the numerous statues of Vishnu
with cylindrical mitre, of Pallava inspiration. The
museums of Bangkok, Djakartha, Palembang, Saigon,
Tourane and Hanoi contain religious and profane
sculptures that have yet to be studied. Though already
the objects of study by certain authors, one cannot
imagine the extent to which statues of Agastya and
Ganesha are widespread over the Malay archipelago
and in Viet-Nam. The field museums of Majapahit and
Prambanan also have a remarkable collection of
Agastya and Ganesha figures. One has grounds to
doubt the theory that connects Agastya and Ganesha
with Aryanisation.

Some of these museums as those in
Bangkok and Djakarttha also contain numerous
bronzes of Cholainspiration.

6. Every country of South-East asia, be it
Thailand, Cambodia, Malaya, Champa or Indonesia,
reveals the influence of Tamil architecture, especially
off Mamallapuram and Conjeevvaram. The writer
makes no apology for the following quotations from a
comparatively recent book:

In Ceylon Hindu Pallava Works of the best
style are confined to the splendid rock sculptures
of Isurumuniya, namely the man and the horse,
and the elephants so reminiscent of the descent
of the Ganges reliefs at Mahabalipuram. A stone
Bodhisattva found in Ceylon has been recogni-
ised by Paranavitana as having Pallava ameni-
ties. There are also a few figures of somewhat
inferior workmanship, notably the
Avalokitesvara at Kustarajala, the image in the
round standing in front of the temple at
Kurukalmadam and the colossal Budurvegala

group.

Here (Burma) remains attributable to the
Pallava wave seem to confined to a couple of
Hindu sculptures from old Prome, the mass of
the people probably remaining Buddhist. One of
them is a headless but otherwise well preserved
relief. showing Vishnu and Lakshmi. Though
close to the Pallava style it shows certain
iconographical divergences. The other figure of
Vishnu on Garuda, is of poor workmanship,

enth century the Siva temple remains I exca-
vated in Kedah ; and near to one of them was
found a miniature shrine roof closely resembling
the roof of a Pallava ratha. The latetr Siva tem-
ples of the eleventh and twelfth centuries that I
also excavated in Kedah seem to be decadent
survivals of the same wave of influence. It is
noteworthy that the terracotta Ganesa found in
one of these, like the similar figure illustrated at
the end of Schnitger’s book, but in complete
distinction from the usual pose of Indo-
Javanese Ganesas, is seated in the attitude of
Royal ease.

I have also called attention to the way in
which another stone image of Visnu from
Wieng Sra seems to be a lifeless copy of a
Pallava model, such as the probably eighth
century Pallava Siva which forms one of the
Takuappa triad. The latter are probably to be
identified as a Gangadhara group.

Krom indeed had already recognized that no
father-land for Indo-Javanese art could be point-
ed to in India. And we may go so far as to agree
with him that the Dieng art shows “Most agree-
ment with, or properly, least difference from”,
South Indian art, specifically in the square plan,
symmetry, roof stages, and stress on horizontal
lines. Decoration is with plasters and such sim-
ple Indian motifs as garlands and lotus petals,
complex foliage apparently not yet appearing.
In my opinion the fact that the Indo-Javanese
temples up to the early part of the ninth century
were built of wood or mixed materials points to
South Indian influence being predominant, for
prior to this both in North India and in Indo-
China brick temples were being constructed.

Pallava influence is perhaps most strongly
indicated by the presence of the kala-makara
over doorways, for the kala-makara, as a com-
bined motif, was a Pallava innovation in India
art. We have already seen the relative prepon-
derance of Pallava influence in Indo-Malaysian
sculpture and this applies even more to the
sculpture of the Dieng plateau.

We will now consider the sculpture corre-
sponding to the decorative styles we have just

17 See also Ph. STERN, L’art du Champa et son evolution, Paris 1942; J.

LEUBA, Les Chams et leur art, Paris, 1923.

18 G. GROSLIER, Danseuses Cambodgiennes, Paris, 1913; BERYL DE
ZOETE, The Other Mind, London, 1953; BERYL DE ZOETE aand
WALLTER SPIES, Dance and Drama in Bali, London; DHAANIT
YUPHO, Classical Siammmese Theatre, Bangkok, 1952
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discussed, that is to say, up to and including the
Dong- Dzu’o’ng style. The earliest Cham
sculpture has been termed by M. Stern “revivi-
fied Gupta” but I would be less certain that by
this date, the eighth century, Cham sculpture
had not also absorbed some Pallava influence.
That atleast seems to be indicated in the some-
what later Hoalai sculpture, by such features as
the broad shoulders and some details of dress
and ornament.

Again, it is important to note that the sim-
plicity of the architectural plan characteristic of
the simple and intermediate = Per-Angkorian
temples is as frequent in early Gupta. Indeed,
the general plainness of decoration of these
khmer types is reminiscent of the sobriety of the
Palllava ornament, which had been less enriched
by complex Hellenic forms than was the case
further north. The little Siva shrines of proba-
bly seventh century, that I excavated in Kedah,
seem to me closely allied to the type of Pallava
building that may have influenced the early
Khmer evolution.

7. The spread of South Indian drama,
music and dance to South-East Asia have been noted,
but never studied. These influences may be seen in
Thailand, Cambodia, Java, and, not a little, in Bali.
Beryl de Zoete, in her book, The Other Mind has
through her illustrations shown some of these resem-
blances, but the writer has had occasion to see espe-
cially in the Cham museum of Tourane (Viet-Nam)
and in Cambodia sculptures and bas-reliefs of
danseuses in decidedly South Indian poses. The scope
in this field of work is unlimited as must be obvious
even to the casual Tamil tourist that visits South-East
Asia.

8. Cultural anthropology is another
branch of studies greatly neglected by scholars of
South India and Ceylon. The racial affinities of the
Chams and Khmers, the Malays and Indonesians,
deserve greater attention and study. Sumatra has a
race of people, the Karo-Bataks, whose branch, the
Simbiring are subdivided into clans bearing names
resembling nor the other branches of the Batak race
have been studied by scholars competent in the Tamil
Language and South Indian customs and culture.
There is need for Tamil scholars who will live among
the Simbiring and other Batak people for a period of

time so as to make a comparative study of their cus-
toms, laws, religion and language.

9. Since South-East Asian culture, like
Indian culture, was intimately linked with religion, the
history of South-East Asian religions does reveal a
great deal of Tamil influence. Saivism and thelingam
worship spread all over these countries, and the branch
of philosophy in vogue, especially in Indonesia, was
the Siddantha.

10. The part played by Tamil-speakingg
peoples in the spread of Mahayana as well as
Hinayana Buddhism, and later in the diffusion of
Islam in Indo-China and in the Malay Archipelago, are
also fields in which much investigation is needed.

11. While these are some of the fields
open to historical enquiry, the continuation of Tamil
influence from the post-Chola period to our day also
deserves attention. Tamil sailors have continued to
sail along the routes traced by the early Tamil
Argonauts and thousands of Tamil merchants and set-
tlers in Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Viet-Nam,
Indonesia, continue today the traditions of their ances-
tors. Present political and economic changes may
affect the geography and population of the Greater
Tamil Nad that exists on the foundations of a common
culture and language, and hence, the present is an apt
moment to take stock of the past.

It should not be imagined, either , that
all the influences were one way, that they went from
South India and Ceylon to the South-East. It is left to
our scholars also to trace the influences to which we
were subject by the South-East Asian countries.

-
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