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In Those Days There Was No Coffee
Writings in Cultural History

A.R. Venkatachalapathy

228pp. / Demy Octavo / Hardback / Rs 495
isbn: 81-902272-7-0

‘Few are the scholars who now travel between these
very separate [bilingual] worlds [of English and the
mother tongue]. One of these exceptions is the brilliant
social historian A.R. Venkatachalapathy, who writes
fluently in English and more fluently in Tamil...”
—Ramachandra Guha

‘A.R. Venkatachalapathy deftly combines social and
cultural history, and draws on a spectrum of literary
sources... [His essay on coffee] could also form part
of an as yet unwritten history of consumption in
colonial India.’ — Sanjay Subrahmanyam

‘A historian without linguistic skill and literary
abilities and sensibilities would be no historian at
all,” writes A.R.Venkatachalapathy in the Introduction
to In Those Days There Was No Coffee. Indeed, this
delightful new volume represents that rare thing in
Indian history-writing — a thoroughly engaging read.
Venkatachalapathy’s writings on the cultural history
of colonial Tamilnadu would be enjoyed equally by
both the scholar looking for a nuanced and lucid
narrative based on thorough research, as well as the
lay informed reader in search of a classic good read.

YODA PRESS

G 93 Connaught Circus
New Delhi 110 001
www.yodapress.com

distributed by
FOUNDATION

B@@®K$S -
21/1 (New No. 49), 1st Floor,
Model School Road, Thousand
Lights, Chennai 600 006
e-mail: cupchen@cupind.com
www.foundationbooksindia.com

NEW FROM YODA PRESS

New Perspectives on Indian Pasts
General Editor: Saurabh Dube
Professor, Centre for Asian Studies, El Colegio de Mexico, Mexico City

The essays fall into two distinct sections. The essays
in the first section contribute to an as yet unwritten
history of consumption in colonial India. Taking up
both material (coffee, tea and tobacco) and cultural
(the cartoon, the city and modern literature) artefacts,
the first five chapters explore how these were consumed
in colonial Tamil society. The chapters in the second
part, broadly concerned with the politics of language,
literature and identity in colonial Tamilnadu, make
an important contribution to the cultural history of
the Dravidian movement. The author draws from
sources as varied as poetry, fiction, essays, reviews,
comment, advertisement, and notices to bring to life
a rich and vibrant cultural history. As authoritative
as they are captivating, the nine essays in the volume
represent another valuable addition to the small corpus
of history titles which also qualify as accomplished
writing.

Other Titles in the Series
Aryans in British India (paperback edition)

Thomas R. Trautmann, Professor of History
& Anthropology, University of Michigan
(294pp.; Royal; Rs 225; pb; isbn: 81-902272-1-1)

Who Invented Hinduism?: Essays on Religion in History
David N. Lorenzen, Professor, Centre for Asian
Studies, El Colegio de Mexico, Mexico City
(308pp.; Demy Octavo; Rs 595; hb; isbn: 81-902272-6-2)

Our books are available at: The New Booklands, Landmark, Odyssey, Higginbothams, Connexions, Tamil Nadu Book House, TBH Pvt. Ltd.
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- BeL_(pepulles 2 el Q)& HPIVSTT, S6TS
Biliysamer D UBGSSIUSDSTGT 2 FSTTAPLD

BTG (LLSCTGHLOLI LIGRILTET FLL L QT (HEH®TH
_sewe (interpretation of law) LT &I &M LILISHS TG
GESEBrapd FPGTDSEDG GBS Gouetmiy L

yuRwwTEng. G, FHoeTn HBETTSH
sanaul®, GoIFSH CureTnaDPIed(BhEgG LITSIHTHSIS

Qarerer @@ Sauswrs ‘BHLTD SBLL)
yBarr’ aufuwrarGser @&y ullevrer
Lo Hr oy allarSSmEISET 9/6DLESGT G Gl

BPwetn SyeuBLISF FL L GG (psajenTuie
,;'(preamble) ‘BRIoeTH UDFILESS BT L 6T
aupRG S BPwarprseller yF&TTEEmeT
,.'auangumm Qeuinuaytp S RLUBSSLD Bjemel
~QBITL_ITLITGT B _(LPGHDSHEHGIT RUPEIGLBSSLD’
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