
2001k; Mz;L ,yq;if Njh;jypy; ngz;fs; gq;F 
 

gpy; fpspd;ld; mnkhpf;f [dhjpgjp Njh;jypy; 1996k; Mz;L ngz;fspd; MjuTld; 
gjtpf;F te;jhh;. mtiug; gpd;gw;wp gphpj;jhdpa gpujkh; Nuhdp gpNsah; 120 ngz;fs; 
Nygh; fl;rpapd; ngahpy; Njh;hjypy; ntw;wpngwf; fhuzkhfapUejhh;. 19 ngz; 
ke;jphpfisAk; cjtp ke;jphpfisAk; mth; epakpj;J ngz;fs; murpaypy; <Lgl 
toptFj;jhh;. ,thpd; ngz;fSf;F rhjfkhd nray;ghL njhopy;fl;rpf;F 2001k; 
Mz;L Njh;jypy; mNkhfkhd ngz; kf;fs; Mjuitf; nfhLj;jJ. 

ngz;fspd; thf;F re;jphpf;fh [dhjpgjpahfTk;> n[ayypjh jkpo;ehl;by; Kjy; 
ke;jphpahfTk; tuf; fhuzkhfapUe;jjh vd;gJ gy murpay; tpkh;rfh;fs; vOg;gpa 
Nfs;tp. ngz;fs; tpLjiy ( Womens Lib) vd;gJ vt;tsTf;F ,yq;if 
murpaypy; ghjpg;ig Vw;gLj;jpAs;sJ.? ,yq;ifapy; 2001k; Mz;L brk;gh; khjk; 
ele;j Njh;jypy; gy ngz;fs thf;fspg;gpy; fye;J nfhz;lijf; fhzf; 
$bajhapUe;jJ. mth;fs; ;ahUf;F thfspj;jhHfs; vd;gJ jhd; Nfs;tp. ,yq;if 
thf;fhsh;fspy; Rkhh; 50 tpfpjk; ngz;fs; Mdhy; ghuhSkd;wj;jpy; mth;fs; 5.3 
tpfpjNk. njd; fpof;fhrpahtpd; ruhrhp 7.0 tpfpjj;jpYk; ,J FiwT. md;[d; 
ck;kh vd;w K];yPk; ngz;kzpiaj; jtpu nfhOk;gpy; NtW xU ngz;Zk; 
Njh;jypy; ntw;wp ngwtpy;iy. [f;fpa NjrPa fl;rprhh;gpy; 4 ngz;fSk; kf;fs; 
$l;lzp rhh;gpy; 4 ngz;fSk; If;fpa Kz;zdp rhh;gpy; xU ngz;Zk; Njh;jypy; 
Nghl;bapl;L ntw;wpngw;whh;fs;. jkpo; fl;rpfs; rhh;gpy; xU ngz;zhtJ 
Nghl;bapl;L ntw;wpngwhjJ jkpo; ,dj;jpilNa Mz; Mjpf;fk; ngz;fis 
murpaypy; <LglhJ jLj;Jtpl;lNjh vd;W vz;zj; Njhd;WfpwJ.  

gpujkuhapUe;j jd; fzth; v]; lgps;A+ MH B gz;lhuehaf;fh 
gLnfhiynra;ag;gl;lgpd; vjph;ghuhjthW cyfj;jpy; Kjy; ngz;; 
gpujkuhdhh; ,yq;ifiar; Nrh;e;j rpq;fsg;ngz;kzp rpwPkhNth gz;lhuehaf;fh. 
jd; tPl;Lg;ghuj;ij Rke;j mth; murpay; mDgtkpy;yhJ murpaYf;F 
tYf;fl;lhakhf js;sg;gl;L ehl;bd; ghuj;ij Vw;whh;. ,jdhy; gpd;jq;fpa njd; fpof;F 
Mrpa ehLfspy; re;jh;g;gk; fpilj;jhy; ngz;fSk; murpaypy; <Lgl;L jpwk;gl 
nray;gl KbAk;; vd;gij ehk; fhzf;$bajhapUf;fpWJ. re;jh;g;gr; R+o;epiyahy; 
murpay;thjpfshd ngz;fs; gl;bay; kpf ePz;lJ. ,e;jpahtpy; ,e;jpuh fhe;jp> 
Nrhdpah fhe;jp> n[ayypjh> Nkdfh fhe;jp> G+yhd; Njtp,> Nghd;wth;fs; 
Fwpg;gplj;jf;fth;fs;. ,th;fSld; Nrhdpahtpd; kfshd g;hpaq;fhTk; murpaypy; 
Fjpj;Js;shh;. ,yq;ifapy; Kjy; cyfg; ngz; gpujkhpd; kfshd re;jphpf;fhTk; 
jhiag;Nghy; re;jh;g;gtrj;jhy; [dhjpgjpahdtNu. ,yq;ifapy; gpugy;akhd ngz; 
murpay;thjpfis tpuy;tpl;L vz;zyhk;.  

tyJrhhpg; ngz;murpay;thjpfs; 
,lJ rhhpahd tptpad; Fzth;jdh xU gl;ljhhp. xU fhyj;jpy; yq;fh 
rkrkh[ fl;rpapy; fztd; ny];yp Fzth;jdhtpdhy; murpaypy; 
<LgLj;jg;gl;L gpugy;akhdth;. ,tiug;Nghd;W rPj;jh tpf;fpukR+hpah vd;gth; 
nghJTlikf; fl;rpia Nrh;e;jth;. tptpad;> jtWfis Rl;bf;fhl;lj; jaq;fjhth;. 
Nkilg;Ngr;rpy; ty;yth;. ,tiug;Nghd;W Jzpr;ry; cs;s ngz; 
murpay;thjpfis ,yq;ifapy; tpuy;tpl;L vz;zyhk;. gphpl;b\ Ml;rpapy; yq;fh 
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rkrkh[ fl;rpAk; nfhk;A+dp];l; fl;rpAk; jilnra;ag;gl;L mjd; 
jiyth;fis ifJ nra;aKd; gy jiyth;fs; jk; 
kidtpkhh;fSld; ,e;jpahTf;Fr; nrd;W jiykiwthdh;fs;. 
njhopw;rq;f ,af;fj;jpy; <LghLs;s nryPdh ngNuuhTk; ,jpy; xUth; gpypg; 
Fzth;jdhtpd; kidtpahd FRkh Fzth;jdhTk; ,e;jpahTf;F Xb xspe;jhh;. 
Gul;rpfu fUj;Js;s ,g;ngz;kzpfspd; eltbf;iffs; 1940 ,Wjptiu njhlh;e;jJ. 
nghJTlikf; fUj;Js;sth;fs; U\;ahTf;F MjuthfTk; rPdhTf;F 
MjuthfTk; ,uz;lhfg; gphpe;J nray;gl;ldh;. 

tpkyh tp[ath;jdh vd;gth; gz;lhuehaf;fh Ml;rpfhyj;jpy; Rfhjhu ke;jphpahapUe;J 
fsdp ngsj;j tpfhiuapd; uh[FUthd Gj;jufp;j;j NjNuhtpd; ek;gpf;iff;F 
ghj;jpukhdth;. mJNt mtiu gz;lhuehaf;f nfhiytof;fpy; rk;ge;jg;gl itj;J 
murpaypy; ,Ue;J tpyf VJthfpaJ.  

1915 rpq;fs K];yPk; ,df;fytuk; 
1915y; Young Lanka League vd;w Gul;rpfukhd ,dtpNuhj fUj;Jila 
NjrPa ,af;fj;ij Njhw;Wtpf;f ed;rp tp[aNfhd; vd;w ngz;kzp 
fhuzkhf ,Ue;jhh;. gs;sp Mrphpauhd ,th; NjrPa czh;Tfisj; Jhz;btpLk; 
ftpijfis ,aw;wpdhh;. ngsj;j rpq;fsth;fSf;Fk; K];yPk;fSf;Fk; ,ilNa 
1915y; ,lk;ngw;w ,df;fytuj;jpd; NghJ ,th; nghyPrhuhy; re;Njfj;jpd; ngahpy; 
fz;fhzpg;gpy; itf;fg;gl;lhh;. mr;rkak; nghyP]; khmjpguhapUe;j H Dowbiggin 
vd;gth; jd; mwpf;ifapy; ed;rp tp[af;Nfhdpd; ftpijfs; rpq;fs ,dj;jpd; 
fyhr;rhuj;jpd; fle;j fhy rpwg;Gfisg;gw;wpAk; mJ vt;thW gpwehl;bduhy; 
rPuopf;fg;gl;Ltpl;lJ vd;gijAk; Rl;bf;fhl;b mth;fSf;F vjpuhf rpq;fs ,dk; 
nfhjpj;njo Ntz;Lk; vd Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sJ, vd $wpAs;shh;. 1919y; ,yq;ifj; 
NjrPa fhq;fpu]; Njhd;wpaNghJ VO ngz;kzpfs; cWg;gpduhapUe;jdh;. ,jpy; 
Kf;fpakhf Fwpg;gplg;glNtz;bath; Njapiyj;Njhl;l njhopw;rq;fthjpahd 
rj;jpathfP];tu Iaiu kzk;Ghpe;j ey;yk;kh KUNfR vd;w ngz;kzp. fhq;fpurpd; 
jiytuhd nghd;dk;gyk; mUzhryj;jpd; kfs; kNf];thp nrfuh[rpq;fKk;> 
gq;fhspahd fq;$yp vd;w MrphpaUk; mt;NtOngz;fspy; mlq;Fth;. 

ngz;fSf;F thf;Fhpik 
Mrpa Mgphpf;f ehLfspy; ,yq;ifapNyNa Kjyhtjhf ngz;fSf;F nlhdNkhh; 
murpay; mikg;Gr;rl;lk; nra;j rPh;jpUj;jq;fspd;gb 1931k; Mz;by; 
21taJf;F Nkw;gl;l ngz;fSf;F thf;Fhpik toq;fg;gl;lJ. 1912k; Mz;L 
Mz;fSf;F kl;Lk; thf;Fhpik toq;fgl;bUe;jgbahy; njhopw;rq;fthjpahd V., 
Fzrpq;fh ngz;fSf;Fk; thf;Fhpik nfhLf;fg;glNtz;Lk; vd 1923y; Fuy; 
vOg;gpdhh;. ,e;jpa NjrPa fhq;fpuir Nrh;e;j rNuh[pdp ehAL 1922y; ,yq;iff;F 
te;jNghJ ngz;fs; chpikf;fhfTk; thf;Fhpikf;fhfTk; Fuy; vOg;gpdhh;. 1927y; gy 
kj;jpa tFg;G ngz;fSk; njhopw;rq;fthjpfspd; JiztpaUk; ngz;fs; 
thf;Fhpikr; rq;fj;ij cUthf;fpdh;. rpwpkhNth gz;lhuehaf;fhtpd; khkpahUk; 
gz;lhuehaf;fhtpd; jhahUkhd Nyb la]; gz;lhuehaf;fh mr;rq;fj;Jf;F jd; 
Mjuit ey;fpdhh;. ntspehl;L MrphpiffSk; mtUld; Nrh;e;J ngz;fspd; 
thf;Fhpikf;fhf Fuy;nfhLj;jhh;fs;. tpd;gpnul; ney; vd;w ngz; itj;jpahpd; 
kUkfshd mf;d]; ney;> rq;fj;jpd; nrayhsuhf ,Ue;J Kd;dlj;jpdhh;. 
nlhdNkhh; murpay; mikg;G rl;lj;jpy; nfhz;Lte;j khw;wq;fs; 30 taJf;F 
Nkw;gl;lngz;fSf;F kl;Lk; thf;Fhpik nfhLf;fg;glNtz;Lk; vd;W 
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Kd;nkhope;jhYk; rl;lkhf;fg;gl;l rkaj;jpy; 21taJf;F Nkw;gl;l ngz;fSf;F 
thf;Fhpik toq;fg;gl;lJ. ,e;j khw;wj;Jf;Fg; gpd; ele;j Kjy; nghJ Njh;jypy; 
mf;d]; ney; Nghl;bapl;L Njhy;tpAw;whh;. itj;jpauhd Nerk; rutzKj;J vd;w 
ngz;kzpAk; mlypd; nkhyKiw vd;w fz;b rpq;fs ,dj;ijr; Nrh;e;j 
ngz;kzpAk; Njh;jypy; ntw;wpngw;wdh;. Nerk; rutzKj;J Vw;fdNt nfhOk;G 
khefurig mq;fj;jpduhthh;. ,th; cLtpy; kfsph; fy;Yhhpapd; gioa khzptpahthh;. 

thf;Fhpik ngw;wgpd; gy kj;jpa tFg;G ngz;fs; ntt;NtW ngz;fs; ,af;fq;fis 
Njhw;Wtpj;jdh;. ,jpy; itj;jpauhd Nkhp ,uj;jpdk;> Mrphpiaahd md;dk;kh 
Kj;ijahTld; Nrh;e;J nfhOk;gpy; jkpo;ngz;fs; ,af;fj;ij Muk;gpj;jhh;fs;. 
jh$hpd; rhe;jp epNfjdpy; gbj;J ,e;jpa fyhr;rhuj;jpYk; murpaypYk; Cwpa 

kNf];thp etuj;jpdk; 1930y; “jkpo; kfs;” vd;w rQ;rpifia Muk;gpj;J ngz;fs; 
chpikf;fhf ghLgl;lhh;.  

 
mDjhg miyAk; ngz;fs; murpaYk;. 
,yq;ifapy; ngz;fs; kw;iwa ehLfspYk; ghh;f;f Kjd; Kjypy; thf;Fhpik 
ngw;wpUg;gpDk; murpaypy; mth;fspd; <LghL ngUksTf;F ,Uf;ftpy;iy. cs;s+h; 
Ml;rpapYk; ghuhSkd;wj;jpYk; mth;fs; vz;zpf;if 4 tpfpjj;ij jhz;ltpy;iy. 
mg;gbapUe;Jk; Njh;jypy; ntw;wpngw;W murpaypy; Kk;kukhf <Lgl;lngz;fs; gyh; 
jkJ fzthpdJ kuzj;jhNyh my;yJ je;ijapd; kuzj;jhNyh kf;fspd; mDjhg 
miy fhuzkhf murpaYf;F te;jth;fs;. mg;gb te;jth;fspy; Kf;fpakhf 
Fwpg;gplg; glNtz;ba jkpo; ngz;kzpfs; rNuh[pdp NahNf];tuDk;, tTdpah 
ghuhSkd;w cWg;gpdh; GNye;jpudpd; kidtp ,uh[kNdhfhpAkhtH. GNye;jpudpd; 
kuzj;Jf;Fg;gpd ,th If;fpaNjrPa fl;rpapd; rhh;gpy; tTdpahh njhFjpf;F 
ghuhSkd;w CWg;gpduhdhh; ,uh[kNdhfhp;. rNuh[pdp> nfhiy nra;ag;gl;l 
aho;g;ghz ghuhSkd;w cWg;gpdH NahNf];tudpd; kidtp. aho;g;ghz Nkah; 
nfhiyAz;lTld; mt;tplj;jpy; Jzpe;J gjtpNaw;w Kjy; jkpo; ngz; Nkauhthh;. 
Mdhy; nrhw;gfhyj;jpy; nfhiynra;ag;gl;lhh;. fhq;Nfrd; Jiw ghuhSkd;w 
cWg;gpduhd mkph;jypq;fk; nfhiynra;ag;gl;lNghJ mthpd; kidtp 
kq;ifah;f;furp murpaypy; FjpahJ jg;gpj;Jf;nfhz;lhh;. mth; jkpouR fl;rp 
Njh;jy; gpurhuj;jpy; Kf;fpa gq;nfLj;j jpwikahd Ngr;rhspahthh;. tpkhd tpgj;jpy; 
kuzkhd m\;nuhg; vd;w K];yPk; rKjhaj;ij Nrh;e;j re;jphpfh murpd; 
ke;jphpahd ghPjh $l murpapypy; mDgtkpy;yhJ, K];yPk; murpay; fl;rpapd; 
jiyikia Vw;W re;jphpfh murpy; ke;jphp gjtp tfpj;jth;. aho;g;ghz Flhehl;bd; 
eapdhjPitg; gpwg;gplkhf nfhz;l ,th; xU jkpo; ngz;kzp Mdhy; m\;nuhg;ig 
fhjy; jpUkzk; nra;J ,];yhk; kjj;ij jStpath;.  

[hjpf tpKf;jp nguKz vd;w tyJrhhpfl;rp xU fhyj;jpy; td;Kiwapy; 
<Lgl;bUe;jJ. ,g;NghJ murpay; fl;rpahf ,aq;FfpwJ. mf;fl;rpapd; 
ghuhSkd;w cWg;gpduhf md;[d; ck;kh vd;w xU K];yPk; ngz;kzp 
gjtptfpf;fpwhh;. fy;nyypa mugp kfhtpj;jpahyj;jpy; Mrphpauhf flikahw;wpa ,th; 
murpayypy; 1971y; mth; FLk;gj;jpy; cs;sth;fspd; murpay; <LghLfhuzkhf 
[hjpf tpKf;jp nguKizapy; Nrh;ejhh;. gpd;dh;. Nkw;F khfhz rigf;F 1998y; 
cWg;gpduhfj; Njh;e;njLf;fg;gl;lhh;. 
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rpwpkhNth gz;lhuehaf;fh re;jphpfh FkhuJq;fh Mfpa ,Utiu jtph;j;J fztd; 
khhpd; kuzj;jhy; murpaypy; Fjpj;j rpqfsg; ngz;kzpfspy; fhkpdp 
jp]ehaf;fhtpd; kidtpahd rhh;kpsp jprehaf;fh> mj;Jyj; Kjypapd; kidtp 
rpwPkzp > Kd;iddhs; gpNukjhrhtpd; kidtp N`kh MfpNahiuf; Fwpg;gplyhk;. 
murpay; gLnfhiyfs; kf;fspilNa mDjhg miyia Njhw;Wtpj;jij gy 
jlit fhzf;$bajhapUe;jJ. mJ ,g;NghJ ,yq;if murpay; fyhr;rhukhf 
khwptpl;lJ. ,JTk; ngz;fs; murpaYf;F tu Kf;fpa fhuzkhf mike;Js;sJ. 
mJTkd;wp fztd;khhpd; njhopw; rq;f <LghLk; Ngr;Rk; vOj;J jpwikAk; 
rpyiu murpaYf;Fj; js;spAs;sJ. FLk;gj;jpy; ahuhtJ xUth; murpaypy; 
<Lgl;lhy; me;jj; Jhz;Ljy; fhuzkhfNth my;yJ nry;thf;F fhuzkhfNth gy 
ngz;fs; murpaYf;F te;jJz;L. cjhuzj;Jf;F nfhk;A+dp];l; fhh;j;jpNfR vd;w 
aho; ,e;Jf; fy;Yhhp Mrphpah;> aho;g;ghzj;jpy; xU fhyj;jpy; gpugy;akhdth;. 
fdlhtpy; tjpAk; ,th; kfs; [hdfp ghyf;fpU\;zd; $l murpaypy; <LghLs;sth;. 
jkpo; ,dj;ijg; nghWj;jkl;by; r%f Nrit > fiy> ,yf;fpaj;Jiiw> 
itj;jpa Nrit Nghd;wjpy; ngz;fs; fhl;ba Mh;tj;ij murpaypy; fhl;ltpy;iy.  

ngz;fSk; nghJ NritAk; 
murpaiytpl kf;fs; NritapYk; gy ngz;fs; <Lgl;Ls;sdh;. rPjdk;> Mz; 
Mjpf;fk;> njhopypy; ngz;fis Gwf;fzpj;jy; ngz; njhopyhspfSf;F Fiwe;j 
rk;gsk; Nghd;w ngz;fs; chpikfisg; ghjpf;Fk; tplaq;fis vjph;j;J Nghh;f;nfhb 
Jhf;fpa ngz;fs; gyUz;L. 1944y; gbj;j kj;jpa tFg;G ngz;fs; gyh;> 
mfpy ,yq;if ngz;fs; rk;Nksdj;ij ( All Ceylon Womens’ 

Conference) ,e;jpahtpy; cs;s ngz;fs; ,af;fj;ijg; Nghd;W cUthf;fpdh;. 
gz;lhuehaf;fh FLk;gjij Nrh;e;j v]pypd; xgaNrfu vd;gth; ,t;tpaf;fj;jpd; 
jiytuhf gy fhyk; flikahw;wpdhh;. ,th; xf;];Nghh;l; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; 
gl;lk;ngw;w ,yq;ifapd; Kjy; ngz; ghp];luhthh;. ,d;W rl;lj;Jiway; cah; 
ePjpkd;wj;jpy; ePjpgjpahf rhkpd; gz;lhuehaf;fh epakpf;fg;gl;Ls;shh;. 

KbTiu 
,yq;ifapy; ngz;fspd; murpay; <LghL Rje;jpuk; ngwKd;dNu Muk;gpj;J 
thf;Fhpik ngWtjw;fhf jPtpukhf ,Ue;jJ. mjd; gpd;dh; mDjhg miyfhuzkhf 
gyh; murpaypy; tYf;fl;lhakhf Fjpf;fNtz;ba epiy Vw;gl;lJ. 
jkpoh;fspilNaAk; K];yPk;fspilNaAk; ngz;fspd; murpay; <LghL kpff; FiwT 
vd;Nw nrhy;yyhk;. fyhr;rhuj; jilfSk; mjw;F fhuzkhfapUf;fyhk;.  
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