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11Bandaranaike coalition breaks up
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The Prime Minis te r . Mrs Ban-
danmaik", h,is broken with HIP
Ti'otskyite Lanka Socialist

f LSSP), her coalition
tut the l a - t five years,

T. 'njoss the f,^SP decides to
accept tern^ that would
amount to iis demotion within
the rulitTE coal i t ion. Mrs, Han
d a r a n a i k e is expected to
remove its Ministers from the
Cabinet within t!ie next few-
days.

The move :.« of maior impor-
tance, for the a l l iance between
Mrs Bandaranaike's moderate
socialist Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLKP) and the LSSP,
the biggest established left-
wing party, has been the een-
t r ia l factor in Cevlonese politics

1964.
<jp.ii; h i ' t u . - . ' n t h e SLKP

F^S S I ; * > ' . . ,
; ' nl rrr-ii ' • ;i;
devvi, , , • > i i , ' , Sri La::}..
the 1971 insurrection.

The break has come af te r
three weeks during which the
split has widened, the r.nvorn-
mont hs>. v i r tua l ly ceased to
fun ' f t ion, .ind various efforts to'
patch up th<< quarrel have
failed.

The TJanej came out i n t o
the open three u.-ek.s apo..when
Dr ,N". AT. Perera, Finance
Minister and leader of the
LSSP, and Mr ( .!•, ,n dc S i iva ,
Plantations Minister and deputy
LSSP leader, attacked Mrs Ban-
daranaike at a rally. Th.-y H I M )

made aocusatior against her
husband, Mr S. W. R. D. Ran-
daranaike, who was the founder
oi the SLFP.

In letters- to the two
Ministers, the Prime M i n i s t e r
demanded apologies and when
they failed to give "satisfac-
tory " replies, Mrs Han-
aaranaike went beyond that.
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She demanded instead that
LSSP give up the most im,,...
t n t ' t portfolios — Financf and
Transport — and tn/oe instead
two lesser ones. Sini • • then she
has refused to vary her terms
while t:he U'vSP lias also
obstinately stuck to its

trnless one or the otner ,
down, with seriou* loss of
prestige, the a l l i a w o is over.
Mr Amira Bandar.iiiaike, the
Prime Minister's son and now
a strong influence wi th in the
party, said today: "The break
is final. I cannot so* »ny way
to patch it up."

Mr* Bandaranaiktn's decision
to <o for a showdown ••• th her
l..v<>P allies had Hiucii to do
w*fh *« ;->Mje it.;*! 1).s iff*-:
M r - t a i n , t ; < e nanon.'.iis ' i n n rif
;.)<••• r«in>e..niiig l;>.tif,':-owne'.
tea and coco-nut plantations on
the island, plans for which
were announced in May.

The Prime Minister's skilful
h.irujlinc of th i s ^ question
.satisfied both the British and
mo.st Sri Lankans. Bri ta in was
almost glad to set rid of what
had become both .-i dubious
commercial as.set .vri.t a source
of fiii-harrassmpnt .'<ecause of
publ ic i ty at home about the
deplorable condition of Tamil
workers on jke- estates.

Sin Lankan public opinion was
satisfied with what it saw as
the reduction of the last
bastion of foreign capital in the
island. But the LSSP was anpry
because not only does Mrs Ban-
daranaike propose to r ' - ta in
professional managers of the
estates but she intends to give
general oversight of them to
the Mi;ii>u->r o-f Agr icu l tu re , an
SLKP Minister , and not to the

Mini'-'e-r of Plantations, Mr
•, olvin d* Silva of the I^SP.

Bui the hostility between the
'<vo nartips goes deeper than
i - i a t . The yt-wrs since the crash-
ing united front vietory of May,
1070. have seen a steady
inf i l t ra t ion into key areas of
government and the economy
by t),* LSSP and its supporters.

Initially, Mrs Bandaranaike
tried to handicap the LSSP in
government divesting the
Finance Ministry, its most
important portfolio, of certain
functions. These included its
forms 1 control, as with the Bri-
tish Treasury-, of the Civil Ser-
vice AS a whole, and its auth-
nu on foreign exchange

n.v The truncated
Finance M)n'\rry was ini t iaJlv

«* the Rupee Finance
M • n: ••

But i I IP l,ssf'. a < i l i « . .
party whose i-.-adfr*., u'hnc
elderly, are all able men, made
the most of its position all the
same. The Finance Ministry
v i • • ; • • packed wirh LSSr men and

f a n n e d out to key posi-
'in the ntinierous boards

;- ,4i gd i - e rn the i^l^rid's econo-
'- [C : 'c. . . . i i t i t u t i i e b-inks. l i k e
tne '• i t i ona l Savings Bank and
the '. opic's Bank, that control
mosi -.mail-scale credit.

TN re they were able to
' ''ic.'USSP cause and

put rvr tv supporters into posi-
t i o n ^ it" influence and po'.i'*T.
Thro; ^n their control of the

>ort Ministry the party
,- ' i ;<rl . the r.iilwa.vs and the
h i i . e . ) . ,!(( , nationalised, i n t o

pnv.ite preserve
H> ,! v a i i e t y of means they

d i^ iu t ro i of the Da i ly
jro.;;, o[' u.-t-pcrs, which

supposedly had been taken aver
by the Government. The
curious result is that in order
to find put about Mrs Ban-
daranaike'n views, people read
not the supposedly " official "
Daily Mirror which reflect* ttie
LSSP position, but papers of
the Times of Ceylon group,
recently brought under the
mflence of Mrs Randaramrike's
son, Anuara.

The rapid b-utW-up at the
KSSP's power bas« w»s
apparently what determined
Mrs Bandaranaike to act. The
Communist Party, her other
coalition partner, wag doing the
same thing but in a much more
cautious and discreet fashion.

The JASP had "become U>.>
i.ig l"r '•> boots," one Jmirni

hopn incensed by police '••ports
'i-^P t; .••.</ rjci

d:;cf.iig t r a in ing ,>e.sMon for a
red-shi rted "People's M;litn.a,"
even thougih these amounted to
l i t t ie more than Sunday after-
noon d r i l l without weap»ns.

The I-SSP ideas nn t h a t d.rec-
tion were dcmonst rated last
year when they suggested
" a r m i n g the workers" an-! the
" democratisatmn " (• f t h e
island's small professional .-:iny
as a defence -.igainst tne ["issi-
bility of a r/eht-wing couj^

The IASP has only 17 eats
in the, 157-seat parJiam'.M. . So
there is no danger to Mrs Ban-
daranaike's majority, anr she
is not due to go to the oolls
un t i l May. 1977. But hy Break-
ing with the .1.SSP Mit Ban-
daranaike will be changing the
rules unde r wh ich polit ic^ h a v e
heen played ^lnce Iii64.
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Frnm the e.irly ' s ix t ies jt has
heen r<vo;ne.p.-i ' tha t (he P i . l 1 ' '
needed the he lp of t h e L.SSP
and the Communist.i to defea t
t h r K i K h t , represenied .hy Hie
l r : t e d N a t i o n a l Party (tJ.N'P).
It is not a matter of seats in ;
P,irli;inient but of the fad t imt
in ntany constituencies or,!y t he
Left-win? vote could ^ivc SLKP
candidates the rnarsin neces-
sary to de'eat I 'NP candidate.- ; .
Mrs Bandaranaike no doubt
hopes to win the nevt elections j
on her own. 1>ut if the prospects j
do not look good, speculation j
here is of an alliance -with the ;
l:NP conservatives rather than '
settling the quarrel with the j
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