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1 Bandaranaike coalition breaks up o

The Prime Minister, Mrs Ban- From MARTIN WOOLLACOTT : Colombo, August 29
{ daranatke. has broken with the :
| Trotskyite Lank Socialist
| m,-f\vk“,‘J sxpl._a ‘F,i,- coalition She demanded instead that the Minister of Plantations, Mr supposedly had been taken over
aity for the Jast five yoars, LSSP give up the most 'mpor- iolvin da Silva of the LSSP. hyﬁ the (‘;toventt’?ent. l_ahe
Faps sels g lant portfolios ~— Finance and But the hostility between the curious result is that in order
oS DN 164 < A
m‘f",;l‘ R t?nhr%,j tr;m(t 111::1”13 Transport — and take instead iy narties goes deeper than 1o find put about Mrs Bap.
have | #mount 1o its demotion within WO lesser anes. Sinc. then sho 'nal. The years since the crash. daranaike's views, people read
?:la\)f the ruling coaltion, Mrs Ran Das refused to SRry her terms, (uo united front vietory of May, not the supposedly * official
F "}9; daranaike  is  expected 1o While the LSSE has  also 1970, have seen 1 steady Daily Mirror whioh reflects the
)(\r)‘rf..!remnve its Ministers from tp, OPstinately stuck to its guns, infiltration into key areas of LSSP position, but papers of
and | Cabinet within the next few _Unless one or the other backs povernment and the economy the Times of Ceylon group,
o [ days. pown,  with  serious loss of by 1), LSSP and its supporters. recently bfﬁ“ﬁé \éld!!' the
Com- | The move is of mainr impor. Prestige, the alliance e OYeL  Initially, Mrs Bandaranaike nfence of Mrs Bandaraneike’s
20ses | tance, for the alliance between MF Anura Bandaranaike,  the tried to handicap the LSSP in $00. Anuara, S

) ;M."s Bandaranaike's moderate l”r,ne Minister’s 8§02 and now Bovernment.  divesting the The rapid build-up of the
vlew, | Socialist Sri Lanka Freednm 2 roong influence within the - Finance Ministry, its most LsSP's wer was
days | Party (SLFP) and the LSSP. Pa‘}i-‘-i‘a‘d Yeday: “ The break important portolio, of certain apparently what determined
two | the ~biggest established left. t]s ,":}-ll,t“’m,‘,"t S¢¢ MY WEY functions. These included its Mrs Bandaranaike to act, The
ster- | Wing party, has been the cen. [© Patch it up, Iy : formsal control, as with the Bri- Communist Party, her other
* the | tial factor in Ceyloaese politics Mrs Bandaranaike's decision tish Treasury, of the Civil Ser- coalition partner, was doing the
with | Sifice 1964, to go f{)r'a showdown - th her vice 3s a whole, and its auth- same thing but.m a much more
ety The Split hetwenn the SLEP LASP  allies had mueh to do »rity  on fn\rmgn exchange cautious and discreet fashion,
last | & e SRSP et 5 o with an issde #hat wls. alpees guestions The truncated The 1.SSP had “becom too
i ahd e £SSE s weet Britain, the nations)is ‘0n of Finance Ministry was initially Iov 33 s
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i | the 1971 msurrection. {;d ".n(j' coconut p‘antatmns,on Minists . . been incensed hy police raparts @&
leng-|  The break has come arter the island, P'“"_S for which But the LSSP, a discipline At e 189P hate et vim "
nent | three weeks during which the WYere announced Jp May. party whose jcaders, while ducting training session: for g Mrs Bandnranoiie . 0 s
dhi's | split has widened. the Gavern-  The Prime Minister's skilful elderly, are all abje men, made red-shirted * People's Milita,” R v
avie- | ment Bas virtually coased tn handling  of this - question the most of its position all the even though these amounted to - :‘
'omp,' funetion, and various efforts o’ satisfied both the British and same. The P‘mancy Ministry little more than Sunday after- ”...
egal | patch  up the quarrel have M5! Sri Lankans. firitain was wsy packed with LSSP men and noon drill without weapons, From the early ‘sixfies it has | | ~"
failed, almost glad to pot vid of what ti..c fanned out to key posi- 1% heen recoznised that 1h e Srppl o
oun-|  The quArrel came out into had hecome bnth # dubious + 55 on the numerous boards The LSSP ideas on that d rec- needed the help of the Lssp e
who | the open three weeks ago, .when commereial asset and a source trat govern the island's econo- ftion were demonstrated last and the a"nmmu'mu: 10 defeat “°M
ent, [ Dr N, M. Perera, Finance of embarrassment wecause of mic I'fe, and to the hanks, like kel 0 gomed. o Right, represenied by (pe| 1010
ause | Minister anq loader of the Dpublicity at home about the the * ttional Savings Bank and ;, arming the waorkers " and the 1‘,..“,4 \'[zlinnal Party ([ NPy | Dol
aent | LSSP, and M»r Colvin de Silva, deplorable eondition of Tami] (he ; opie’s Bank, that eontrol df‘”’f’”f’*“”“"" of the It is not a matter of seats in | 2 ¥
law-| Plantations Minister and deputy Workers on fhe-estates. most small-scale credit, - iSland's small professianal .cmy Parliament but of the fact that| C
| LSSP leader, attacked Mrs Ban-  Sni LanKan public apinion was "There  they . were able to @ a defence 4 i el e constituencies only the | resi
ad a | daranaike af g rally, They also satisfied with what it saw as advarco the LSSP cause and PUity of a rightwing cou, Left-wing vote eould give SLEP | Con
v on| made accusatior against her the reduction of the last put perty supporters into posi- The LSSP has only 17 :eats candidates the margin neces- Geo
par-! hu\han.d, Mr S. w. R. D. Ran- bastion of foreign capital in the tions of influence and Power. in the 157-seat parhlamen:, Sy sary to defeat UNP candidates | Alli
I, In | dgrunalkf-, Who was the founder island, But the LSSP was angry Throuzh their control of the there is no danger to Mrs Ban- Mrs  Bandaranaike no doubt| T
met | of the SLFP, because not only does Mrs Ban- Trun.port Ministry the party daranaike's majority, and she hopes to win the next elections pap
tto, In letters to  the two daranaike Propose to retain made the railways and the is not due to go to the polls on her own, but if the prospects .’ pag
ses- | Ministers, the anP Minister professional managers of the hijses hot nationalised, into until May, 1977 But by treak- do not look good, speculation | orit
thei demandefd apologges and when estates but she intends to give virtystiv ; Drivate preserve Ing with the 1LSSP Mrs Ban- here is of an alliance with the | cipi
law- | th?}'"falled to give “gatisfac- general oversight of them to By a variety of means they daranaike will be changing the UNP conservatives, rather than | d-
Jeen f»tory replies, Mrs Ban- the Minicter of Agriculture. an achieved  control, of the Daily rules under which polities have selthing the quarrel with the | we:
UPI. |'aaranaike went bovond that. SLEP Minister, and not 1o the Mirro- graup of papers, which ‘heen piayed since 1964. LSSP, {lne:
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