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‘-7 i Now Era of Co-operahon

" ,THE FINAL DEC[SION of the Tamll
United Liberation Front to-partjcipate in
Presidential Commission
appointed by Mr. J. R. Jayawardene
couid well mark  the beginning of a
‘pew era of constructive co-operation|
beiween the two vital = segments of the na-!
tional commumty. A wind of change had in
‘fact set in quite some time ago among the’

‘ leaders of the Tamil minority. Mr. A. Amir-|

thalingam himself had proclaimed that the;
doors of the TULF were always open for nego-
tiations “in keeping with the honour and self- |
respect of the Tamils”. In a letter to the'
T'resitlent he s.id that the TULF put for-
sward the demand for what it called “the

restoration of the freedom and sovereignty |

of the Tamil nation” not to find - an easy
way to victory in the hustings but because
it was driven “to this irresistible conclusion
by various acts of omission and commission |
perpetrated against the Tamil people by
Buccessive Governments since Indepen-
Following this somewhat softened
3(1!1::!@ Mr, Amirthalingam - joined hands

th the Prime Minister for the first time

" {n- issuing & joint appeal, in the face of|

acute tension in Jalfna brought about by |
the violence let loose by the “Liberation
Tigers of Taniil Eelam”, for the maintenance |
communal harmony and pledging that
protection would be offered to all citizens
who might be the target of communal ele-|
ments. This was a clear enough indication
of the esagerriess nf the TULFK leaders to go
into the core of the problem and seek demo-
cratle solutions, not violent ones, for the
gettlement of th»ir iain grievances.

The 'Prmvd«ntial Commlmon is expee- |
tad, amang other things, to formulate a
scheme of daevolution of power to the Dis |
trict Counciis that are to be set up in the
24 districts of the country. The Govern- |
ment evidently believes that decentrahsa-‘

tion will 2o a long way in solving some of'
the pressing and basie issues facing the
Tamil-speaking community, such as employ-
ment, hesides provndmg it a greater oppor-
tunity to take part in the decision-making
processes, The Presidential Commission,
headed by a former Chief Justice, will no
doubt go into the question of evolving
guidelines for a balanced regional develop-
ment that can provide economic stability.
In any case it would be open, of course,
to the TU!LF representative to take up for
consideration all  matters concerning the
minority. The way for such a close.examina-
tion nfthaprohl:-ms was first- paved when
Presilant Jaw cardene admitted in somany
words that t.-ie wasdiscrimination against
Tamilsin the ﬁehlnf employment, although
he !r.ed to explain that this became necessary
bec:use the TULF's propaganda for a sepa-
rate 9112 was so virulent that it was felt |
‘it v-as “dangerous” to permit the entry of |
such penple into Government posts. Annther
meac g ful gesture which enabled the TULF
ty acrce to juin the Commission was the
decic on of the Government not to a0 ahead

vith the formation of the new administra- |
Lve dotrict of Vavuniya whicah would have |

redsroad the Tamils to a minority. Obviously |
H-..

spirit of give and take has permeated
ne *ninking of both sides, This angirs waell
?.' the type of national® recoancilintion that

el hers of Sri Lanka havv.- been looking
formard 1), )

]
|
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Ready to Accept Tamils' Demand

k2 = ¢
=% -7 corowso, Aug, 7. 7"
President Juvawarcene of Sri

Lanks has declired that he is
Prepared tn asccent the demand of

somethingz, they will use it to get
‘Eelam’ !
They (Tamil leaders) nave to give
up that (separatist) crv™.

(separate Tamil _State):

t2e minvority Tamii leaders that Mr. Javawardere sald district. |
i1 re<vect of lund <ot it there.|level decentralisation of power
§9ould not be any chanze '~ the. would resuli in “srassroots parti.
demozruphic pattern ot wny dis | cipation” and lead to communal

_trict. excep? in the case of giant
j Erojects where deveisnpment  was
4 v PN =

ytoladly 10 an uninnubited area,

‘ “There arz verv few nreas like

harmony. Language, education and
employment are the other matters
causinz concern to the Tamil com-
munity. Language

issue had been

" N g v L by and larce settled and it wus -
t2at”. he said in an interview to |now only the gquestion of imple-
a local Enzlish weekly mentation of the new palicy. As

“The main thing is for them
‘the Tamii leaders) to trust me,
and for me to trust them. The
fear thut the (majority) Sinhalese
have is thut give them Tamils) .

Government,

regards educational opportunities,
the system based on langnase and

race had been abandoned by his | of

COLOMBO, Sept. 2.
. The “food . stamps” . scheme,
" which will give a subsidy of up
-to Rs, 200 a month to families
:with a total income level of
{ Rs. 300 and below, for purchase
_ Of essential items has come into
operation in Sri Lanka.
The scheme will henefit a little
over half the island’s 14.5 wrlllien
 Population, it replaces the gene-
iral food subsidy scheme, vhich
1 had been in existence in the coun-
itry since 1942,
| The “food stimps” scheme is an
- innovation of the ruling United
“Natlonal Party of President Jaya-
‘ wardene to suosidise the poor and
. the needy only and withdraw the
. hitherto general subsidy from the
relatively affluent sections of tho
¢! community,
-+ In a massive operation launch-
v ed a fortnight ago, ihe Govern-
| mant had issued to about 7.5
“ milllon people. Rs. 200
*worth of foed stamps, which could
_ be used by the poorer sections of

crores -

Food S%amm for Pécr &'

saving in the National Savings
Bank C

With the introduction of the
new scheme, ration cards have
been withdrawn,

A Government spokesman  ex-

plained that the scheme, besides
stopping subsidies to the rich,
tied subsidies to commodities and
not to individuals. Thus those en-
titled to subsidies were now free
to select the commodities which
they most needed.

Hitherto, there had been the®
anomalous  situation “where a
furmer who earns Rs. 300 or be-
low per month Is automaticaliy
entitled to a subsldy on rice,
which to him s superfluous, This
absurd situation "will no longer
exist since, he can buy what his
family wants from among the spe-
cified items.” ;
LOADED IN FAVOUR
OF CHILDREN .

.The new scheme will make the
people qualifying for subsidies—
whether rural or urban—realise

‘1sed to give a fairer deal to

© Present 1235 per cent

i the community .to buy

*“’._}Pﬂ!‘"l fixed' amounts of
paddy, Rour,

:dried fish and kerosene.

. s
Mrs. Bandaranaike
Faces Special Court

: bread, pulses,
(fant milk foods, condensed milk,

every
-, month any or whole of the bas-
kot of essential commodities com-
rice,
in-

The stamps, are for all practical
. jpurposex hard cash and the une
Spent stamps can be depositad as-

the extent to which they are he-
ing subsidised by the.State and
cushioned against the rise in the
price of commaodities in the world
market, ag items comlnf under
the scheme will be available only
at the world mirket prices in the
free market. = .
The: scheme centres round

) any
family wnit

detting an income of

. “On employment, -1 want to 2o
on a racial basis—80 nqer cent
Sinhalese, 30 per cent Tamils and
10 ser cert for other minority
communities’.

(1

Mr. Jayawardene said he propo-
the
parties under the
ced proportional re.
system,

smaller polizical
newly introdu
presentation

~He expressed the view thut the

» < “cut off™
DNt was “too high',

. !Under this system, political par:
ties polling less than 12.5 per cent

he total votes will ot ~e
entitled to any redresentation),

b3 - ’

Mr. Jayawardene was - repiyms
o 4 questinn w hethep the cut o
pecteniaze snotld ne ~eduead “ng
View of the tuct that in iae pecerr
Iocal hodies elections. the SMmalisr
political parries partieuiarle the
left ones, had a dismal periormaree
because of the hish cut ofF point.
. “The cutoff point, I also think,-
‘is too high. It could be somewhere

in the region of five to eisht per:!

cent. That is the answer, We will |
be considering how this (cut-oif)
poInt 1s to bhe changed”, he said.
His United National Party was
for “democratic socialism” and not
for “socialist democracy”, he. de- :
clared. %
Mr, Jayawardene  pointed out
that his Government had retained
60 per cent socialism “which
has inherited from _the previous
Government which had nrationali-
sed bplintations. insurance, trans.
port, ports and_the like, “Well
we are preserving that We are
not doing awav with that. So so.
cialism is there- as far as we
inherited it. The rest we leave it
i fhedprivate seetor”, he smd —

3= 9~ 79

Needy in Sri Lanka ®;

‘}WCL(/\
Rs. 300 and under. They will be
subsidised as follows: (a) Ras. 15
per month for a person over the
age of 12 years; (b) Rs. 20 a
month for a child between 8 and
12; (c) Rs. 25 for a child under
eight.

Thus, the subsidising s loaded
in favour of the children who
need the best iIn food that can
be given in their formative years,

Any family unit of six, consid-
ered as an average fumfly unit,
will get in terms of essential com~
moditles, subsidy to the extent of
Rs. 90 per month, whether it con-
sists of children or not, If there
.are children, each child will get
its additional allowancs depending

Sri Lanka PM \};\
in Singapore W\

From V. T. Smﬁ‘nn?an

SINGAPORE, Aug. 21.
The Srt Lanka Prime Minister,
'Mr. Ranasinghe Premadasa, ay
rived here on Wednesday tor

1 five days on his way back heme .

after visits to- China and Hong
Kong to develop economic rela
tions between the two countries.
He was recelved at the alrpord
by the Speaker of Parliament,
Mr. Yeo Ghim Seng, who 1s cur-
rently actin Vice-President ot
the Republic, the Forslgn
Minister, Mr. Rajaratnam, and!
the Indlan Hizh Commissioner,
here, Mr. B. M. Oza. i )
Singapore's Prime  Minister,
Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, is to have
talks » with Mr. Premadasa on
Sunday before be leaves. Mr.
Premadasa Is to study housing
development and technical insti
tutions and have talks with ths
Fconomle Development Board,

on its age. In May Sri Lanka's Finance
g .- Mr. Ronnie .de Mei !

om ato sals adjust- Mlinister, MT. v
mecnts ;;err;s btelrn’g work“ out gjnge. signed ‘an agreement  on ‘w"‘f.
v ; dance of double taxatlon, Las:|

ther with income support for
those earning just above Ra. 300
a month to give protection to
middle-level income groups. A sa-
lary structure s also being work-
ed out in phuses to give wage in- .
crease to those earning up to
Rs. 1,500 a month, 4

The Government spokesman sald
the money saveq from withheld-
ing subsidies from the rich eould
be utilised for national develop-
ment work, which would in turn
generate now avenues of employ-
ment.—PT} t

month an understanding was rea-
ched on Sri Lanka offering a e
appropriation guarantee  to S5in.
gapore firms when the Deputy
Director of ,Greater Colombo Fone

nomle Commission, Mr. FPauil
Pereira, vylsited Singapore. ;
. Reports said that out of five

Singapore investors who approa--
ched the Commission for invests
ment in Sri Lanka four have ra -
ceived approval, including one fo\-‘ﬂL
a. jolnt venture . to manufactuvs
packaging material. |

The Singapore Government ui
reported to. have agresd to grant
permits for 2,500 Sri Lankans to
work here. Singapore Alrlines &
also helping Ailr Lanka, which, a3
successqr to Alr Ceylon,  starid
international flights on Septem

3
ber ! Dby  seconding H S'A
COLOMBO, Aug. 18. ececutives . and training  piloty)
The Colombo District Judge om | ngineers DA leasing - BWY
Wednesd i aind eng a R
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on their avocation without “beings night, #set his face sgainst. i given land first bLefore residents
intimidated by unruly and anti- Speaking on the  Terrorist B Pl ot Ma % fromn  other wréas - wre  hrongid
social elements. (temporary provisions)  Bill' in fi This group has .asked thab spe~ryy fur seitlement w.usr coln.sation|
The Trade Minister, Mr. Athu- Parllament on Thursday. Mr. C. weial attension be paid to- implénment schemes.  The group claiis - thal

. lathumudali said in Parllament Rajadurai, Minister of’ Re ional jirthe ollicial languags pelicy of the no special righls or privilegss should
" on Friday that President Jaya- Development and Hindu Religious J: Government—that Sinbala  sionld s given to auy patticmlss race: In|
4 wardene's directive to the com- Affairs drew the attention of the 'bew_the languaze *ot administration— that re:pe(:t,, . £ 128 i

he issued along with the Prime
Minister, Mr. R. Premadasa. the
TULF leader. Mr. A. Amirthalin-
gam has sent out an urgent ap-

i rlia- pala Senanayake to withdraw his | 2 8 g 2 T up of davelopment ecouncils wihich
:::x&t:?ias? I:x?dkl :II“:g\‘i}s fa the statement A ’f’,f,"“t'h’l"".'..alr‘:’.,l{‘;“‘ iao the. demands would “aifect the , unity of i
Northern and Eastern Provinces _ Speaking ~to  newsmen,. Mr.j .o G50 5200 ':p;’“ ing people thab conctry aad the - peacstul  co-exis-
fo give maximum _possible pro- Athulathmudall sald. all the pro-j. . = .Oppused to- the: goant - of tance of the poople’  In  otuer
tection to the Sinhaless peopls blems of the Tamil peonle would ceertain signiflcant - coneesslons 10 words, tuey, are opposed to the set-

living in those areas.

Mr. Amirthalingam* has instruc-
ted the party branches to orga-
nisa groups of volunteers to help
the Sinhalese residents to carry

- mander of the armed forees in
Jaffna was to wipe out terrorism

committing eriminal acts and not
like the directive issued by Adolf
Hitler against the innocent Jewish
eople.  “Mr. Jayawardene is a

Tumil community and
restoration of neace in Jafina.
he said. He wanteéd the Deput
Leader of the SLFP, Mr, Maithn-

be solved by the Government’s
scheme of decentralisation

power. He expressed concern
aver the TULF boycotting Par-
liament and sald that all the pro-
blems could not be solved over

House to the tense situation now !

prevailing all over the country on

_and not the Tamil community. account of terrorist activities in . — - b T e ke o
. .The directive was agalnst PeopYe the north and said everyone ln‘ s" :_3":%(3 Sgaggefs L:?Z;tng‘?u‘leéobe}‘:oc::‘);:.)".;ls}u::1u-!::

the country was now learinF whe-
ther another communal holoacust
as the 'one that took place in

1972 would happen. Tamils all over |

‘ www:fadippakafn;coms-- R o B f SRR v
Beiact Sinhulese: TULF | iSinhala diehards - ornaco ]
Pioteci Sinhuieser {ULr | Sinhala diehards vppose |
Leader's Appeal ;" s o B b gk
. | Sl - ‘ Tamsi
eaders Aappeal ;11 -eoncessions to Tamils
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. ~ Should be exterminated” he add-| ... . Exprens-Nebs: Sergair® > h 3 andbe L e i A
- : COLOMBO, July 24, The President’s directive in By K. NADAR -\.J‘\l:: rxgn‘t:ulilg.\-"gh’a‘;e‘lz\o‘:zf ‘n 2l 'Ci".-:"
Following UPthOjDin.t statament fact was almed at ‘N‘Otoclzl(l; tg: D e Rl Lingiage of n(l‘.n;uis’...Lmnm‘i:‘l. *i:u:}

Bae 1 COLOMBO, Sept. 4 Northi and Fastern Provinces vherel
{"3 lnnm\:er of Buddhist menks Tamils predominate, ‘
eand. leadinz Sinhiola citizens have They are o s ) ¢
“written to the presidential commis- e o

ti

,.i the Tamil minorities in Sri Lan
s

e E2. tine up disirict  couneils . which
““Though they: form a’smail grogn FO'tid create “separate States™ for
Jthey are intinential” and represent Lainil-speaking people. - ;

;-extr_glmsr. Sizhala opition, which *, They are. also asainst the 1ile
“Fresident J. R. Jayewardene has that pesple of the arey should be

Y S s

: 3 R AT A &
- 'The group- hag stated in s me-

ating to the sale snd parchase of
lands e any- disteict ol one  law
velaling -0 Jauds - shiould -prevail

Otfice Hours 3/5//7

Sri Lanka were living in tension| COLOMBO, Aug. 2. [throughout the coautry.

inhalese Buddhist leader and no

Sinlialese Buddhist leader would and it whs under this circums-| Private fouravheslers will not be | 'Tia- have told =iz SR
éver let the thought wpass his tance that the present Bill had| allowwd to piv on roads In Sri jthat the followiu e ot ab
mind that any other community been brougbt before the HoOuse. |Lard: from 5 hours to 1400 japy cooi be deceivui ahd as~

a

TULF Members )
Attend Parliament |

d 2 COLOMBO, Sept. 5.
. Lifting the six-week-oldp boy-

eg{ elements”"of t’::ed Tamil m‘!.no-
X-W rity commun ad m i

Cott, the separatist Tamil United “strong and yco—ordlnat‘;‘cllntqdcan:
Liberation Front. (TULF) mem- paign” in the United Kingdom
bers attended the Sri Lanka Par- against his Government, alleging
liament when it resumed jts ses- “racial discrimination”, - P

sion h -
"__day' nﬁ;ﬁs," s gy gl e In a report to the House on his

y rf}c\ent visltl : to Bxl;lltain' and six
~ _The 16-member TULF other couniries, .- Mr. Premadasa
* decided on the hoycott 1ngl:l°t:llr\: said. “these groups are opersting
.- when the House adopted a resoln. ‘0und the clock.  getting at the
; tion providing for merger of press and at otner influential sec-
" 'some Sirihala majority aress in’ tions of British society”.

- Anvradhapura district  with the.  !1€ Said “if - thelr efforts at
neighbouring Tamil-speaking Va. Painting a picture of racial dis-
vuniva district in the north of ‘ crimination in §ri Lanka succeed, |
the island. < it could have very serious conse-

:
§ quences on our image as a democ-
. . The TULF resisted this move Fatic country in which freedom |
. on the ground that such a rede- and justice are ensured to all,
. marcation of the boundary of the and could also lead to a lessen.
two districts would reduce the iM% of levels of aid-to the coun.
l'l'amlls of Vavuniva into a mino- ¥y and a loss of confidence by,
rity. Fr" potential Investors”. =y
; In this t:ontt.-xtci ;le said, there
ed by Its Was a great need for an wall
 Secretary-General, Mr. A, Avm.f-‘f active publicity eampalgn tmougz
thalingham and leader of the Which correct news could be fed
. Ubposition in the Parliament. had 10 the press and also to the. Bri-
a méeting with the President, tish Government authorities, “The
‘Mr, J. R. Jayewardene, on August GOvernment Is fully alive to -this
;30 when the latter assured them situation and early steps would |
that his United National Party be taken to make the necessary
Government had decided to res. ATrangements to deal with this

. A TULF delegation,

cind the resolutlon and not to S€rious situatlon that had now

- proce »d with the redemarcation- eMerged”, ha sald.—PTL .

of“!he ‘\distrl('t, =%
Mr. Amirthalingham  spoke in |

the Ilouse on a motion condoling Keune.’*‘an Loses - .7

the death of Dr. N. 3. Perera, P ¢ Rt

leader of the Trotskyite Lanka ariy Post L\

Sama Samaija Party and a vete-.|

3 i 4 e
ran of the left movement in the !
country.

The Prime Minister. Mr. Rana- |

COLOMBY, July 30,
Sri Lanka's Moseow nriented

Carnmuni t party hay wlerted

£ | seuine membor Ale. K. 1° 5

ts""tz.::e ;re’.',‘:ldasa. hai reported | v to the int, m-li::'hipviv l r:'ef S"'!-

0 the Parliament that “disgrantle  creturv veners), pushing  Ar. Pie
F-ie ter Fetvwetnan intn  the ""VIJV‘-

A e

crirebead gost of tleputy |

pere getey b

r boeantemy ey,

:De;'ﬂ- of.

hrs. 1 undays. The six-hour ban,
decid+d upon by the government
as a ftiel conservation measurs,
;rzlll eoms into operation on Aug.

Persons doing ' eertain essential
duties like doclors and priests will
be fsxiied special permnits,

From Aucu«¢ 13, working hours
in the !l are also being alters
od to »..:d congestion on public
transport aud roads, Private see-
tor offices will open at 840 hrs and
close at 1130 hrx, whils shops
wiil open at 944 hrs and close at
or beyond 1300 hrs. rublic sector
offices will open at 845 hrs and
cose at 17-00 hrs. Schools wiil open
st _7-30 hry.—PTL "

World Hindu |
meet in B
. D q
Sri Lanka 4*.&
¥

Express News Service

HYDERABAD, Sept. 2

. The next world Hindu conference
will be held in Sri Lanka during
February-March 1980,

Announcing thi~ here today, Sri
Jayendra Saraswatl, the Sankara-
charya of [Lanchl Kamakotl Pee-)
tam, expressed happiness over the

¢ Sri Lanka Government’s creating a

separate portfolio for Hindn cuiture.
The Peetam will be represented at
the Hindu conference, thie Acharya
said.

e appealed {o Hindus to devote!
at least one day a week Yor worship
for which, he said, the Peetam
would supply literature free of cost.
Before taking a meal, oftering;
.should be made either to the deity.?

or to another person present, or
to any living being. |
The Acharya sald that peopls,

living in rural areas should not dis- i

pose of cows merely because they
were not productive. Instead of
selling the cows to slaughter-houses,
the rural folk could sell them to
the Peetam.

signed =as subjacts for development

ion
&\ud'.t. gomnmimicalion,, badiing “base

councils: Cambined forces
naty and zir foreal, police. X
inland’ revenue, !

and

hosuitals, foodt distribut an, hilehey

pduckbion. technical « YW e pover,
fuet, mneral Py ) s

tesources,

The aroup 13 heaced i
teuod member of the clersy,
aule Navada TLero, . iwwew - -

World Meet to
| < .
'Revive Interest

. - . *
in Hinduism
MADRAS, Sept. 5.

The  threeday internationall
conference ~ on Hinduism to be\l
held in Sri Lanka in April next
would seek to create an|
awakening among the younger!
eneration about  Hinduism and
ts hoary tradition, Mr. Chenlahl
Rajadural, Sri °~ Lanka Minister
for Regional = Development and
Hindu  Religious - Affairs, said
here on Wednesday,

The Minister said the corfe.
renice  would - try to recapturel
the spirit of the ancient works
of sculptors, architects and engi-
neers so as to bring about a culs
tural renaissance, It appeared,|
he sald, that the present gene-|
ratlor was drifting away from
the cultural moorings and ethos|
aud the conference would endea-
vour to highlight the values of
ol'ten days. ‘

The Minister was speaking at!
a reception accorded to him by
the Tamil Nadu unit of the
Vishva Hindu Parishad, !

His Holiness Vishvesha Theer-
tha Swamliit of Pejavar Mutt said

though Sri Lanka was wedded
to Buddhism it had demonstra-
ted its faith $n secularism by|

ereating a separate Minlstry for
Hindu Religious Affairs,
Messrs, A, M. Paramasivanan-

dam, S. Vedantam, Manavalan,,
K. S§. Srinivasacharl and R. Pad-
manabhan spoKe commending

» 62, Mt | » efforts of the Sri Lanka Ml
° Moy sop ot 1 ,,,,_,,.,,.“““‘ ’:f'l""[ He demanded that the cow bo\ 2}3”‘{ ,:'E,',. the conference

Ym‘;h On u.: M twespoment gf LM treated at least on a par with thas Mr. S. Sampathkumar, = Seere.

2, irss Fontaratidve g fepy  tiZer es the pational animal (re- | tary of the Tamil Nadu Vishva

ER S AL b okerpbary (oF bukp G yenps  POrts UNI). s Hirduy Parishad, welcomed the

Ty ok AWIE L% gy | gathering

t ONDON‘ L5 3 Mr. A, Rangaswaml, Joint Sec-
: U|_Q|J|J55|_D retary, gave an account of the”

; , e Ol | J activities of the Parishad |






