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, BV started the proceedings by reading out the
oonnuniquo from Colombo about the bomb incident at
Kotuhon. Oolombo, of tho arrest of two persons by name
and thnt tho intorrogntion revealed that they belonged
to Eros. Ho then montionod about the phone call from
the Indian Primo Mini.tor and Government of India's
oonnuniquo. He -aid "we are avare you gentlemen have
issued a donial' The Eros ROprosentativo Mr. Shankar
read out tho .t.t-uont 1-.uod by the Tamil groups the
proviou' dny donying the involvesent of Eros and condemning

the nttcnpted n--aloination. H.W. replied that he is
unnblo to accopt tho -tatonont to whieh Eros representative

.tatod thnt Eroo 'tand. for a revolutionary change but

not .ny individual .ttacka as n.ntion-d. Charles of

Tolo rond out tho stntcnent of the group rejecting the
prOpOlnll pllood by tho ‘ovorn-ont delegation (copy
nttnuhod) Uhilo roJootin; tho propo-alo he stated that

.any new prOpoonll vhich gcome up to the expectations of

tho T.nil pooplo vill bo conuid.rod. H.¥W, stated that

he h?d notod vhnt had bocn -nid rognrdin; the proposals
and tho coa-otiro nllogation and added '1f you have any
oountor propoonls you should put forward for discussion®,

He roud th. rQlov-nt oxtract- of Pro.idont Jayewvardene's

aponoh at tho oponing .oaaion of tho Pnrliamcnt debate
on 20 2.85 (ooll' Woe of the procoodinco of hansard).
He then roud ont portions of the daily news of 22/12
and A-rithnlincnn [ ltatdnent in the roJootion by the
TULF of the nc on zo/z (a.n-.rd Cok.625). He repeated
the roquolt to .tudy tho lubJoct- to be devolved and
wvanted tho Tamil aroupa to discuss thi. before proceeding
furthor. He had not hourd any reason for roJoction.'You
lhould put forw-rd your pr0po--1.' he said."The full
oxtcnt of nutono-y &ould‘bo dioou--od and let us narrow
the gap". Mr. Anrithalins- ot TULF went into details
of the APC - how it was conducted and how it was brought
$0 an end. e then mentioned about the Press communique
of the APC on 21/12 and mentioned about his letter to
JR ¢1vin¢ reasons for their disagreement with the APC
proooodin.s. v intorvoncd and said that they have not
seen the lottor to the President and perhaps this could
bo -ldo tho balig for furthor discussions. Mr. Amrithglin-
;an uddod thnt thcy oould tako into consideration the
contd... 2




the proposals of Mr. Thondaman of CWC to the APC, whieh
HW égrood to. All the leaders spoke one by one. Mr,
Kidi-h aran of EPRLF sald "we are a peace léving peeple
bﬁabtroaé to the force of arms because all forces of reason}
failed in the past. Under the conditions of national
oppression and intense atate terroriam and the demand
for a separate ¥clam became the logical expression of
the oppro--ui Tamil people und the armed struggle is
a manifestation of this. If the Srilankan government
gives us an indication of return to sanity and reason,
our people will consider these proposals. The proposals
placed on the table give no indication of this,® Other
points made by him were are (1) the proposals relate to
the APC which stood rejected already. (2) The prop-sals
are not close to regional autonomy even. {3) The EPRLF
had chawged the 5Srilankan Government earlier that they
were using the APC as a smoke sdreen for a military
solution to the Tamll national question. Proposals placed
before them do not in any way meet the resquirements. The
Srilankan government has not in anywvay understood the
specific nature of the problem, for the following reasons.
"( 1) The proposals do not recognize the concept of Tamil
homeland interest, Instead it takes the district as a
basic unit and has not accepted the region of North and
East together. (2) It does not recognize the right of
self-detormination of the Tamil and the Sinhalese by
moans of a referondum. (3) It seeks to ran away from the
will of the people by speaking of a siiaple amendment of
the conastitution by 2/3rd majority thereby avoiding a
referendun, The government soceks to impose the constitu-
tional‘dictatorship on the people." GConocluding he said
*ultimately the burden of presenting a political sclution
lies with the Srilankan government for 2 reasonsi(1) The
Srilankan government is responsible for the present state
of affairs. (2) The Tamil groups do not have the State

power tuv implement the proposals presented”, In the name

of peace, we csarnestly request you to come back with

propasals after atudying the considerations mentioned
carlier. Mr. R.Vasudevan of PLOTY sald as follows " we
are in an environment where the homeland of the Tamils
has been taken away and the fundamental demvcratic rights
of the Tamil nation denied. For this we are continuing
ocur armed struggle. However, we flelcome the steps taken
eontd, .. 3 E
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by the government of India and the Srilankan government
to bring about a peaceful solution, Your proposals are
not for peace, not for recognizing the traditional
homeland of Tamils, self-determination or the fundamental
rights. Since all these have Edﬁ? taken away we are
fighting. Your proposals -houldLQQalt having with these
questions and instead g¥ you are talking of the powers
of the District Councilld etc. We know how the District
Councils earlier could not function without the power
promised. e expect reasonable proposals and would like
to continue the discu-siona.uo are oxpescting a good
proposalgé so that we can move forward®. Mr. Varafdan
of EPRLY said "the proposal does not take into account
the fundamental democratic rights or the natdonal
aspirations of the people for an integrated development
of the Temils or of the right of national self-determina-
tion or of permanent security for the Tamils from the
Sinhalese goondas and the Armmy. ‘he institutional changds
suggested within the system will not solve the problem
and i1f we are to be one nation you will have to change
all that., To continue the discussions within the limita-
tions of the present constitution would be of no use and
you can not place the constituticn made by you as an
obstacle for the change. Basically the constitution
represents (a) Sinhala Buddhist Chsunism (b) accumulation
of powsr in one man, All you have done is to find ways
and means to strengthen the constitution and you will have
to discuss with an open mind. From 1930 onwards all the
rules and regulationsg made by the government were against
the Tamil people and before 1948 pQO£lQ of both communities
were willing to live together. If we bBre tv live together -
again we have to go back to conditions before 1948. The
Federal System whioch ,people wanted existed till 1972 and
bﬂfﬂézyﬁ972 for the political, social
and economie changes. You can not do all these to-day
and therefore the only scientific conolusion that could
be dorivedlis to have a separate Hoclam. We are prepared
to describe and explain to you what we want. We are

we will have to go

prepared to discuss. If n:ot, please come with a fresh
proposal which should 3 conditions, namely, (1) remcve
congtitution (2) stop strengthimning the army and (3)
stop putting the Sinhalese against the Tamils. If these
are not dol.,any exercise will be a futile one, Mr,
Sivakumayr of LTTE salid * from 35 years of bad experience






