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Dr. (Mrs.) Rajani Thiranagama nee Rajasingam.

Dr.

Rajani,

‘Thiranagama
Head of the Department of Ana-
tomy University of Jaffna was
assasinated by unknewn gunmen
on the 21st September Thursday
evening near the Faculty of Medi-
cine en her return from work.

The body  was kept' at the
Faculty of Medicine and the
University on Friday with the
students taking it fn prosession.

It was brought by the students

in procession from Tinnevely
to Nallur where the funerg]

teok place on Saturday 23rd
September “‘in her ancestral home,
She was also the Treasurer of
the University Chapel (St. Tho-
mas Church),

Tcibutes were. made by th®
Vice-Chanceller the Deans of
Medicine, Seience, Arts, & the
Students Unions, Medical Stu-
dents of the University and Mr
A. Kadirgamar. The Bishop of
Jaffoa The Rt. Rev. D. J. Am-
balavanar preached at the funeral
service and the Rev. [saac Selva-
ratnam, performed the ritesassis-
red by the Rev. Dev. Ananda-
Tajan, and the Rev. J. Sarva-
nanthan. = An .Appreciation_ ap-
pears else where on this paper.

She leaves ‘behind her hus”
band Mr. Thiranagama, twe
daughters, -her' three sisters and .
her pareats .Mr. & Mrs. A.
Rajasinghaw to mourn her loss.
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Tributes paid by :
1. Rajan Hoole.

23rd September 1989-

Dr. Rajani fell victim te
an assassim, a young lady and
2 mether of two little girls,
She -wanted to work for the
improvement of this cemmuaity
and returned with her doctorate
harely 3 years .ago. We know
_hew diffleult it is for an exe
patriate to think of returning
after beimg cut off far a number
of years: One 'magines assassing
pt everv strest carner to start
with, and then what ahouf the
ehildren’s edneation? Raiani re-
tirned fram Rritain on the 3rd
of September. harelv 3 weeks
are, after a 2 month anell of

retearch. Fven at this time
R-jani ocould have chaosten to
remain in Britain. a five satar

refuges and a full time scholar.
She had all the eonnections
tanpine from tha Amnecty Tn.
ternatinnal ta the Reitish Refuresn
Council., MRwut she had a stronp
genge nf juntice. She knew that
manv under Aire threat and Jese
fortunate i terms of sAnentiangl
attainment will
refugee atatne hv weetarn qaverns
ments, She maore than manv
nthers. falt thie etranglv hecange
she hefriended manv, voune and
old. from the depreseed gectinng
of this societv, whn themselves
and thelr clese relativer, were
subicet to arbitrarv violence
without reprieve. No one cared
for them. The legal ohligation
to protest them was only ver-
hally acknowledged in Delhi
and in Colombo. Beside her own
students, many such people
‘looked up to her.

nnt he given

She was many things to
many people. Many students
and employees who found her
- sympathy and understanding of

‘thirst, give him drink :

an  unusual  order, regarded
her a stern but loving mother.
To me apart from being a friend,
she was sometimes a wondering
and uncertain child. She vacil-
lated between the eertainties of
religious belief and a feeling
that the world was a mystery in
which like evolution as it is
conecived, haman effort could
make few changes in = sea of
randemness. Tn recent months,
she had auite oftem spoken des.
pairinglv of the situation in our
country. She wondered if humaa
effort would he of anv._ avail
apainst the econlossal evil that
stalked the land.

Vet ne take momething that
Rajani felt ahout deenlv during
these nact few weeks. This con-
cerned the. mvhtpnsatlon of our
children. Ome afde was nutting
them umder arms bv unlawful
comscription and the other by
veing queqtmnnble forme of i0=

Aucement. To what nurnose?
To Xill each other The powef.:
in De"n and Cealomho. thel

feonl nrotertors were shnmelessly
ruaning with the hare. and hun-
ting with the hounde. These
yonne nereons from-the denrived
sectiongs of eur society were 2

cizeahle part of our future
generation.e
i . A
Who kitled Raijani is at

present not imoortant for us,
We do not know whether it ‘was
an accident, deliberate, a mistake
or a slip no. Tet us merely
resognise that there iz a good dea!
of evil areund that must be
fought by God’s grace. We
must net give ourselves to hatred.
anger or despair. Let us leave to
God what is His. He has said.
‘“Venmeance is mine, 1 will
repay”. We are told: If thine
enemy hunger, feed him : if he
for in so
doing thou shalt heap coals of
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fire on his head.

““Be not overcome of evil, but
evercome evil with good®’

2. Mr. A. Kadirgamar
(Principal emeritus,
Jaffam College)

Words of awpreciation and
words of consolation are mnst
inadequate at this time to . fill
ghe veid - the deen and gashing
void - that has heen created in

your lives bv the sudden, un-
expeoted and crinel death of
our beleved Rnjani We can

only pray that God grants us
the comsolatnn which only He
with His infinite mercy and
grace ean’ grant. TIn the
meantime we shall uphold the

familv in our publie and personal
prayers.

Hers was certainly
a verv successful. accomnlicshed

ﬂ"\{l purnozeful life. From
kindergarten to Ph. D - if one

word enuld nortrav  her life
and wark - it is Distinction. Aea-
demic distinoction and exeellence
of the highest erder all the way.
As ateddler, kindergarten ehild,
school girl at Jaffna College
with brief bouts at Chundikuli
Girls’ Cotlage. Tniversity and
Post-Gradnate earear, practising
dootor, researcher. teacher and
unjversity don, she never stnm.
bled once and tank all her
ceurses and examinations here
and abroad in her stride in mini-

mum time with ease and
characteristic poise. Her life
was one deep, long, unabated

breath of th'rty-five yearsin the
academic, religious and social
dgoncerns which ceuld enly’ be
hushed by a cold, calcmgted
bullet which was her mysterious
tryst with destiny
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The zast for life was se
very evident in Najani’s entire
life. Tt will surprise the present
generation who only are con.
cerned with tutaries, notes and
examinations ta know that
Rajani in her school and univer-
qity life hesides.a verv suecess-
ful career in the academic with
bonks. nates and examinations
narticinated - actively in  all
the sperts, dramaties. music,
literarv. oratorical, religious,
cultrual and social  astivities
that were availahle te her in
school. University, Church and
community and waon most of
the prizes that were svailable
to her in such activities in
school. She was brilliant
after “inner spenker. She was
the Sri.Lankan = University re-
preseatative at . the Worlds
Student Christian  Federation
Confersnce that took place at
the BMICH some years ago
wheén she was at the univerwtv.
There were more than sixiy
countries represented in that
conference and T was witness
to the forcefal contribution
that Rajani made at the con=
ference and we were all very
prond of her. . Her interests
were truly versatile.

She was loyal to her church
alwavs. Bven thoush ofa mixed
marriage she had the committ-
ment to have her dauphter bap-
tised in the Cathedral Church
Vaddukoddai. She was a foun-
der member of the St. Thomas,
Chureh of the Jaffoa Tinivers
sity Chaﬁlaincv and last Sunday
she worshipped there with my
mother and sister. She toc')ik‘
time for worship inspite of her
very heavy schedule of work at
home and university and walked
humbly with her God.
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Rajani had two very plea.
sant celleagues in the medical
career from the same elass at

Jaffna College, one now a
successful praotitionsr in London
and the other in USA. They
were an excellent trio. However,
Rajani who eould have been as
safe and jcomfortable abroad
_just for the asking, chose the
hard and bitter road of being
with her ‘very own here - her
family, her €hurch, her students,
her Jaffna, with all its tragediss,
blood, sweat and tears! while
being-here she kept in touch
with the best in her field of
research and teaching in the
West and always returned to
Jaffna to share her expertise
with her ewn academie eom-
munity of staff and studeats
Her students will always be
deeply grateful te her and -will
certainly feel the great less in
an already very disturbing situ-
ation with the acute dearth of
‘academic . . persounel in the
Faculty of Medicine in the
Jaffna University.

In the very prime of life,
in the midst of feverish sosial
comeerns and care, at the height
of her intollectual powers aad
deep sensitivity of head and
heart, Rajani leaves us with ne
warning whatsoever, bereft and
forlorn. She now joins - that
mighty throng of the hundreds,

‘'young man of 33

nay thousands in our landj who
have been killed young - in their
teens, twenties and thirties for
various reasons! We oontinue
to cry and our thcoats have gone
hoarse, "Why" o Lord why?
and ‘“How long O Lord, how
long?”

Two thousand years ago a
with his
ministry hardly begun died a
horrible and violént death on
the cross at the "haands of his
very own whom he came to
serve and we have tnder similar
situations - facing unexpected,
sudden and violent ‘death of the
young, prayed over and over
agaia . the. prayer: *'By thine
agony and. bleody sweat, Good
Lord, ‘deliver us !”” and have in
the same breath echeed the well
known victerious stamzas of faith:
“Thine be the glory, risea con-
Quering Son,  endless is the
victery Thou o%ér death hast
won ! *’ i

May " God ‘in- His “mercy
aecept the life and ‘work of
Rajani and we ‘commit her life
as an offering to God. May the
good Lord enfold her soul inte
His eterual loving cate and
protection. :

May God console all those
who will miss her physical pre-
sence here.

A. C. M. Press Jaffna.
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