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Frirce Ilinigter's Visit
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Tlhis month witnessed the first official bilateral visit to Britain
of a Sri Lankan ¥rrive IHdnister, wien the Hon R Premiadasa, NP.,
accompanied by lirs Frenadasa, visited Britain as the guests of the

British Gover:mient from 18th -~ 23rd July.

During his visit, the Irime Li:nister had talks with the Dritish
Gover:inent at two levels. IHe met with the British Frime Hirister
and Forelgn Secretary to discuss natters of zeineral i1terest, ard
et separately with the British mnvironnent Secretary to discuss
matters of a particular ministerial interest to hin, in view of
his own direct responsibility for Housi:g and Local Governnent in

ori Lainka,

The Prine winister also had the opportunity of nieeting with sectious
of the large expatriate Sri Lankan comnunity in London, when the
Co~0Ordinatirg Cornitte for Sri Lanlkan Associations in Britain and

the UNP Associationr here separately accorded hin. receptions.

-anotlier feature of the Prime Minister's jprogranie was a visit to
the Lo:xdon Buddhist Vilhiara, when he presented on behalf of the
Governnient of Sri Lanka a donration in a sum of Sri Lanka Rupees

Urie Million towards the Loidon Vihara's Building Iund. The Irine
Linister also gifted to the Vihara an historically iunporta:t Buidha

Statue, donated again by the Govermueut of 5ri Lanksa.

Finally, the TFrime kinister addressed the Royal Cormonwealth Society

on the subject of recent constitutional developuents in Sri Lanka.

The Prine Minister was visiting London en-route Lusaka where he
would lead the Sri Lankan Delegation at tiie Cowmonwealthh Sunuiit,
In between those two coimitrne:ts the Trine lirister was to nale

a brief official visit to Sweden.

In addition to his discussions with British Goverument Leaders on
a wide ronge of natters of pileveral iuterest as well as inter—
natio: al concer:, the Priie linister “ook the opportunity of present-
int to representatives of the British meldia a balanced and upto-

date picture of 5ri Lanka today. In this, he was particularly con-
cer:ied with correcting some of the distortions refiec.c? in sections
of the DBritish media through tlie hostile nis-reprecentations of

extrenist Sri Lankan Taunils now living hiere.
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Press Comuient ox Goverinent's record

sppended below is the text of an IZditorial which appeared
in the Ceylon Daily News, the oldest and nost prestigious of Sri
Lanka's caily news papers, narking the Second Anniversary of the
present United National Party Governmment. The £ditorial apreared

in the Ceylon Daily News of Saturday, July 21, 1979,

o 'Satisf

sfying two years'

" L 1t enters its third year in office next week, the United
National TYarty goverumnent of Tresident J..i. Jayewardene can look
back with sone satisfaction and pride on its perforiance over the

past two yeers,

“Sri Lanka, blessed today with a ludghly stable denocratic
governnent whose stre:ngth is without parallel, perhops in the whole
world, with an open econony ald following an independent foreign

[

policy of strict neutrality, has becone a lecca for foreign investors.

“The political climate is so good that foreign governnents
both in the eastern and westerin blocs are backing President Jaye-
wardene's goverunent to the hilt witlhh development assistance. Inves-—
tors too from both blocs are punping in capital to the ddight of
the Finance and Planning lidnister, Ronnie de llel,.

O

"The governnent, which came into power at tle July 1977
General blection with an unprecendented five-sixths najority,
sweeping the Freedom Party governnent out of office and crushing the
leftist parties, delivered the coup de grace to its opponents at

tiie local governuent elections last liay.

iThe UNP covernment's political rivals canrot but concede
that the UNP will not only run its full term until 1983 but will
also stay in the saddle for a long, long tine, With a hopélessly
divided opposition and the Freedom Party of Mrs Bandararaike, the
only party which seeus capable of salvaging its viability, wracked
with bitter internal squabbles and dissensio.., the UNFP finds itself
gltHing pretty.

vhs one political cowmentator szid after the crushing defeat
the UNT inflicted on the opposition varties at the lay local elect-
ions, the UNP goverrnnient is in for a long innings - an innings

reiiniscent of the 30 year rule of the Indian National Congress.
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“ith its foreign policy of strict neutrality and a stable
governnent deciecated to democratic socialism and the settirg up
of a Just and Frece Society, Sri Lanka today provides an ideal
climate for foreign investments. 1t has also becone one of the

nost credit-worthy nations of the third world.

“At the aAid Consortium umeeting in Paris last May donor countries
pledged a record 11.35 billion rupees of develomnent assista:ce.This
is a record-double tlie aid pledged last year. Furthernmore, it was
obtairned without any pledges from Canada and Britain where the new
governments could not make definite cormiitments without sone study
of their aid prograns, Mr dé Mel lias said.

1A gignificant feature of this year's aid is that Sri Lanka was
able to diversify its sources of develownent assistance. "Our aid
prograrl is cowmpletely in harwmony with our foreign policy and friend-
ship with all countries and we 1:ade a special point to do so® he
added.

“"Ilsewhere on this page is o review of the govermment's record
-0f work in the last two years and its plans to provide a happier
life for Sri Lankans whon 1t brought out of bondage and from one
of the darkest periods of the country's history, now referred to

as tlie "seven year curse',
“let us look at tlie record briefly;

"FPirst political stability = a united purposeful governent

which knows where it is going.

4

“The vicious inhuman laws that were degigned and enacted under
the previous regime have been repealed. iolitical prisoners have

been released and deriocratic elections restored.

"The Public Security act and Zuergency Laws have been subjected
to restraints and cannot now be enacted without the permission of

Parlianent,

iivery citizen in the country, irrespective of birth cen live
as a free uan, educate his children, earn lLiis livias and choosc

his clothes.

iThe new constitution which went into effcct last Scptenber
made far-reaching concessions to the Tawmll spealing wuinorities, They
were so far reaching that the Ceylon Workers Congress representing
about 1.4 nillion Tamil plantation workers of Indian descent were
brought into the nainstrean of national life after living for
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gexncrations as outcasts or serfs., They are today solidly beliind

the government.

%f Wthe orly blot upon the political scene has been supplied by
the Tanil United Liberation Front which is asking for sonething
which it can never get. It is asking the nation to split itself
asunder. To begin witl, the TULF is now getting its deserts for
covertly cncouraging violence while affccting Gendhian principles
of non-violence. It has sowed the wind and is now reaping the

whirlwind.

“Phe goverament is now uoving into the second stage of its
strategy to rebuild the ruined econony i1t inherited. First by
revitalising the tea, rubber and coconut industries and then by
speeding tlie completion of the Mahaweli River Froject and several
other devel oprnent prograis now under way., Anong then are the
Free Trade Zone, the diversification of the export trade and a
Lawioth construction program. Yhese arce all designed to ease the
problemn of uneriployment, increase production and contain the cost

of living wiaich gets out of hand riost of the tine because of un-

expected oil price increases.

iThe flood gates of indiscipline which were thrown open when
Prime Minister Solomon Dias Bandaranaike carie to power, after the
UNP was routed in 1956, lLave now been locked again. There is
order in the public and private sectors now. But the goverrnent's
best intentions can be slowed to some cxtent by a bureaucracy
which drags its fect wlhen it should be i.oving at speed, and also
by corruption in the public life, The canker of corruption throve
like nobody's busiiess in the seven years 1970 to 1977.

There are reportedly signs of this evil surfaciung again.
Corruption at all levels nust be rooted out ruthlessly, else the
road to progress will be dotted by road blocks.

"The UNF also had to iuntroduce sorme unpopulaer neasures in the
first budget, renoving the rice and sugor subsidies for the nore
afflueit half of the populeation, But thesc blows were cushioned
to sornie extent by salary increases totalling abou. *twn billion

rupees.

"Despite these nicasurcs Sri Lanka still remains a welfare
state with the government carrying scveral burdensone subsidies,
A nassive developnent program, now on, pronises to ease mmoght of
the problems that the country faces - niainly uncrploynient and
the high cos% ®f living.

CONtdessebone oo o

HOIDH CHFIUI UNGHIF F6UIQH6IT
e e e —




www.tamilarangam.net

‘iGovernrient leaders are confident thet by the time the
govermment reaclies tlie end of its teria most of the problers

it now faces would be belind then, ¥

Non-.ligned Meeting in Colombo

The last Ministerial mecting of the Co-ordinating Burcecau of the
Non-Aligned kovemient preparatory to the forthcouing Non-Aligned
Swuilit Conference in Havanre was held in Colouibo during the first
fortnight of June. It was attended by 23 of the 25 full lienmbers
of the Bureau, and by 51 other Non—nligned countries as Observers.
The kinisterial level Meeting was iiumnediately preceded by an

Officials' nmecting.

The Meeting was concerned with a wide ranging review of inter-—
national affairs in both the political and cconondic fields, as

well as with a review of tlie state of preparations for the
forthconing Havana owmdt Mecting., Amongst internaticnal political
~issues considered were the lMiddle East question, regional pacts

and arrangemciuts, the problenis of Southern Africa and issues
underlying tie Law of the Sea; natters of an economic intercst
which conie under review included the outcome of the recent UNCTLD
(V) Confercrce, the question of cuergy as it affects developing
countries c¢rnd the iuplementation of the Action Programne for

scononmic Co-Operation,

The Mceting concluded with the issue of a Final Conriunigque

coveriug these and other natters.

&t a kress Confercnce following the closing of the lleeting,
its Chairman, the Sri Lankan Forcign Hinister the Hon a C S
Haneed, M.P., described it as "the nost crucial and critical
Conference that the lovenent has fuced in its lifetine?, He
believed that the niost significant outcone of the Confercnce

was that the ncmbers of tiie Ilovenent had learnt and recolised

that while naintaining the consensus rnoruula, active and aggressive
consultations and negotiations wcre also <hsolutely necessary to
keep the unity of the Movement. Iie added that there was no uove

at any tine during the Coloibo liceting to change the conscensus
riecchanisn, The Sri Lankan Foreign Minister emphasised that the
menner in which the lMovenent faced the clhiallenges poscd in

Colombo gave everyone absolute confidence that it would be able
now to continue in strcngth, facing cven graver challenges in

thie future.
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Foreign .»id for Sri Lanka

A Spokesuian of tie Finance and Flanning kinistry in Coloubo

is reported in the local press as stating that the Aid Sri
Lanka Consortium which net in Paris at tiie end of liay had
pledged an unprecendently large aount of Rs. 11,110 willion

in aid to Sri Lanka, for the forthcoming year. This reflected
the increasing confidcnce being reposed in the policies and
programnnes of the present Governnent of I.E,President

J R Jayewardene,

The previous largest pledge iiade in this conncetion had been

at last year's Aid Consortium Mceting, when the auount was
Rs.6,000 nillion. Of the present:pledges, Rs.4,410 million
constitutes aid in support of the Mahaweli Developrent Project
whilst the balance amount of Rs.6,700 nmillion will be for other

developrient prograumes.

The Consortium Meeting was attended by 14 countries and 4
international agencies. Ten of thie countries concerncd are
" full donor meubers whilst the other four were attending as
Observers. The aid pledged dces not, in fact, include any
firm coimditnent from the Govermments of Britain and Canada, both
of whose representatives stated that tlieir respective new
Adninistrations had still not arrived at firw: decisions in tuhat

regard by the time of the Consortiun liceting.

Sri Lanka's delegation to the Consortiun llceting was led by the
Hon kinister for Finance and Planning lMr Ronnie de kiel, who

was accompanied there by the Hen Minister for Lends, Land
Development and Mahawell Development, Mr Gamini Dissanayake and

a large team of Senior Officials.,

CW/C Leader on Ternil Issue

The Ceylon Workers Congress Journali “Congress News' reports
reumarks nade by the Hon S Thondamen, i P., kinister for Rural
Industrial Developiient in Sri Lanka and C.7 Leadcr, during

his visi¥® to Indino,

Speaking on thie Tawil issue, lir Thondaman is reported as
stating that: the present Governnent has solved the language
problen to nect the aspirations of the Tanils, What is nost
licartening is that it is preparcd to discuss various problens
in order to solve thell,
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The Journal “Coumuerce’, published in Bombay, has connented on

lir Thondaman's visit to India as follows

"After 40 years of relentless political battle, Mr S Thondaman,
Sri Lanka's Minister for fural Industrial Developuent and leader
of the 1.2 willion plantation labour coisaunity of Indian origin
(out of a total Island population of 14 million) has succeeded
in paving the way for this exploited class to enter the main-
stream of national life of Sri Lanka. For Mr Thondanan it is

a lifelong dream coue true, achieved during the 20-month rule

of the present Executive President of Sri Lanka, Mr J.R.
Jayewardene, through dialogue niarked by firmness and constructive
co-operation on the part of lMr Thondarian and far-signtedness and
understanding on the part of lir’Jayewardene, Iir Thondarian is now
on a month's official visit to India, The visit is an hour

of glory for hiri, since his comuunity, which cane to Sri Lanka
nainly from Tamil Nadu in the second Lhalf of the last century to
work on coffee and, subsequently, tea plantations in the central
high hills of Sri Lanka, can now live with dignity and honour
"as citizens with rights and priviledges equal to other

Sri Lankans, . %

The HINDU on Separatisn

The following is the text of an editorial which appeared
in "The Hindu" HMadras, on Friday 13 July 1979.

iTask before TULF,

“The declaration of a State of Inergency in Jaffna, the capital

of the "amil-doninated Northern Province by the Sri Lanka Govern-
rient 1s not a surprising developnent, viewed against the rising
teripo of terrorist activities in the area. Only a few daye

ago, the "lLiberation Tigers’, a militant Tanil youth organization,
gunned down an Inspector of Police in Jaffna and shot dead two
other persons stated to be Police inforuers. In the large-scale
violence let loose by that organisation, which supports the TULF
in its demand for a separate State for the Tamils, more than

14 Police Officers have so far been killec.

"Does tlie TULF, which constitutes the largest Oppositivu Iarty
in Farliarent, now stand in danger of being banned because it
is insistent on the creation of a Taiil Zelan? It has been the

contention of the TUILF leaders that the guarantees enshrined

in the Constitution - the speoial status accorded to Tamil as a
“ eontd, vevBone wa
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national language and its use as the language of administration
in the Northern and Iastern provinces where they constitute a
significant najority - renained unfulfilled in practice and it
was this that made then step up their canpaign for a separate
State regardless of its ugly repercussion on the law and order
situation. Despite its stout denial of any connection with
“Tigers", the TULPF is still the accused. A large number of
organisations - religious, social and political - has been
urging the banning of the TULF. President J R Jayewardene

had only recently issued the caution that the cry for a separate
State was bound to raise cormuunal passions and in any case he
would not allow the country to be divided. It nust be clear

to the TULF leaders - they are seasoned enough to understand -
that if thiey are keen to have their problems peacefully and
satisfactorily settled, they rnwust try and win their points
through friendly discussions with those in authority notwith-~
standing the delay in attaining the objectives that such a
strategy might entail,

"Mr Anirthalingan, Leader of the TULF Opposition, lhas on the
other hand been soliciting the help of 'outsiders' to promote
his group's cause. It is Jjust as well that the Indian High
Cormissioner in Sri Lanka, Mr Thonas Abrahan, said the other
day in no uncertain teris that “There is not and never has
been any action or intention on the part of the Government

of India to undermine or subvert in any way the sovercignty

or the territorial integrity of the Island?¥.

This should drive Lorte to the TULI" Leaders that they would get

no support or help from Irdia in <he pursult of this separatist

moverent. This is not to say that the Tanils have no serious

problens confronting them: Grievonces relating to eunployuent

opportunities and allegations of neglect are not all imaginary

as indeed shown by the fact that the Sri Lanka Government has

now agreed to evolve a schene Ly which Tanils would be hired in

public sector jobs in proportion to *heilr size in the country.

Ikresident Jayewardene has also shown hic readiness to appoint

a Perliamentary Coumittee on such problens of the uinority

coumunity as needed to be resolved. The governuent o lond

colonisation schenes which have been viewed with great concern

by tlie Taizils could be objectively studied by the ;roposed

Parlianentary Cormittee. It is for both the non-Tenils of

Sri Lanka and the TULF leaders Jjointly to take a new and realistic

view of the whole situation. Extreune and reckless courses are

not going %o*solve outstanding issues; a calm patient and aniable

disposition on the part of all concerned will, "

contd,..9% .. .o
HIDH CHFIUI - UNIGIF  F6UIQH6IT

¥




www.tamilarangam.net

A S e S e At e P e e e —

During this period, the sSri Lenkan Cricket Tearn continued
and concluded its extensive tour in this country.

The primary objective, nanely participation in the ICC

Irophy tournament for associate licubers, was amply fulfilled
when ori Lanka won the trophy easily notwithstanding its
initial deficit of four points through forfeiture of a gane
in the prelininary rounds by convincingly beating Denmark and

Canada respectively in the Seni-Iinals and Finals.

In the final Sri Lanka broke its own record, cestablished
in the sxni-final against -Denmark, for the highest innings

total by any participating tean.

Sri Lanka tiius qualified to participate in the ITrudential
VWorld Cup Tournanent, being placed in a group counprising

also the West Indies (holders of the trophy) New Zealand

and India. Though failing to qualify for the finals, Sri
Lanka ended 1ts programme of natches being placed third out

of four in its group. Having lost to Hew Zealand and seen its
rateh with the Jest Indies conpletely waslied out by rain, Sri
Lanka concluded her world Cup participation with a convincing
win over India, In doing so, she in fact faired better than
both Australia and India as neither of the latter countries

nanaged a win over another full nenber of the ICC.

Thereafter, the tean proceeded to play 3-day games against
sorie counties and other representeative sides, remaining
unbeaten throughout and scoring a convincing innings victory

in two days over the current Oxford University Tcan.

The teanm evoked much favourable co.ient particularly in

regard to its batting prowess. They werc olso highly praiscd

for their positive and enthusiascic approach to tlieir cricket
and, in the final analysis, the tour was decled by most obscrvers
to have been a significant success. L. only disappointrient,

in fact, could be said to have been the recjection yet again

by the ICC of Sri Lanka's application for full nembersiiip.
Several of the lean's i1w¢ubers are reuwaining in Britain to

take up professional engagerients with various League sides,

whiilst the rest return fto Sri Lanka,

contd,..10... .. .
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During the three-montih long tour, the team were hosted at
nurierous receptions, dinners and other social engagenents by
a wide range of individuals and Associations of Sri Lankans.
In particular, the team were accorded a reception by HE The
High Commissioner and Mrs N "imalasena, and a lunch by the
Co=-Ordinating Comiittee of Sri Lankan .:ssociations in Britain,
On the latter occasion, both the Nave Lanka Social Cornittee
and the United Sri Lankans in the UK presented the tean
collectively and individually with several awards for their
performances. The latter association had as already nentioned
in the Newsictter for May, accorded tie Teon a Reception on
their first arrival, at the beginhing”of thet month,

Sri Lankan sasgociations :  Office Bearers

The association of Ceylonese in UK at 28,Zwelne Road,
London Sg23 have intiratced tihe following nanes of current office

bearers and Coimittce wenvers.

President - Mlr Derrick Sanarawlckrana
Sl Vice Presidents - IMr Paul David

Mrs Flo Jayatilleke

Mrs Ruki Mendis
fon. Secretary - Mr Basil Perera
Hon, Treasurer - Mrs Nirmalee Anthony
Public Relations
Officer - lir Bandula Rajarathara
Cormittee lMembers o Ben Fernando

Charles Perera

Victor Kasinathan

P Selvarajah

Mr Paul Rodrigo

liiss lhylis Bandaratilleke
Illr Vilath additiya

Mrs Laksni Samarawickrenma
liss Charmaine Jayatilleke
Mr Harry Secevaratnan

lir Spencer Anthony

r ¥ J Silva

Mr Sarath Jayasinghe

Mr Kingsley Fernando

Dr Anton Fernando .

Iir Vietor Livera
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Vihara Building Fund - i4n Appeal

The Maha Bodhi Society of Sri Lanka has issued i~ following
appeal for funds in support of the London Buddhist Vihara's
cndeavours to obtain bigger and better prenises for itself

here.

contd,...1T1... .. .
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APPTAL

daslin BODHI SOCIsTY
oF
ol LANKA

LOITDON BUDDHIST
VIHARA

“Proclain, - O monks, the Dhamnia glorious, preach ye a life

of holiness, perfect and pure. "

Founded by The Anagarika Dharngpala in 1926, this Society
conpletes 53 years of useful, dedicated service in Europe
this year. The tire has arrived to expaiad the prescnt
Viliara by purchasing a sui%ablg property in London, with

riore acconnodation and space.

In recent years under the guidance of Ven.Dr Haumalawa
Saddhatissa Nayake Thera, Head of the London Buddhist Vihare,

a wide programne of activities, which includes Buddhist practices,
Dharnadesena, Educational and Cultural activities of Sri ILenke,
was carried out, Thousands have benefited in the past, ond

Thousends will in the future.

Ve require £300,000/=(approxinately § million rupees) immediately

to assist in the purchasing of a suitable property in London.

We appeal to all VWellwishes to coutribute freely and generously
towards this worthy ceause, Please fill in the following Fro-
Forna and send it to us, with your donation neade in favour of
the "London Buddhist Vihara Fund® and the envelope addressed

to the Secretary, Maha Bodhi Society, 5 guat}fl 1ld Gardens,
London W 4.

PRO-Y¥ORM TO Bi COMYTLETE

. e e . i e e S S i S i e o ] i e T . S B S T . S S o S P Bt e

-

Address & Telephone No:
Annount Donated or pledged
Wo: of cheque/l.0./P.0. :

@ash cdonations accepted at Mahabodhi Society
Office, 5 Hecathfield Gardens,lLondon 7 4

ignature: Date:

PR ok i i

HIDH CHFUI DUONEIF F6lQH6IT






