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I r i r. .e LL 'li s t e r ' s Visi t 

TL.is non th w.i t ne s serl the first off ic i a l bilateral vi s it to Br itai n 

of a Sri Lankan lri:.e I~L li ster 1 v/hen the lIon R I'rei',;adas a , r\~;p . , 

ac conj.aru e d by brs Pr er.ia d a s a , visi t e d Bri t ai : ..' 2.3 the g u es t s of the 

British Gov er : ~ent f rou 18th - 23r d July. 

Duri ng his vi si t, t Ile Pr i r.r e l\li:~i ster han. t al k s wi tll the :Cri tish 

G over':' l Le:~t at two levels. He Ge t Y,rith the British Pri ue LliJ:.ister 
I 

and For-e i gn Secretary to dis c uss u a t t e r s of z e ;le r a l .i r. f e r e s t , ar.d 

n e t s epa rately wi. t.h the Br i t i sh E! ',vi r onn e~: t Se c r e t a ry t o (l i s cuss 

ma t t e r s of a pa r t i c u lar ru n .i a t e r i a I Lnte r e s t t o h.iu , ill view of 
, . 

his cr «s..... dire ct r-caponc i.bi L; ty for Ho us i ; :..g a i .d Lo c a L Gover:',Deat i n 

Sr i La; .ka , 

The I'r i n e l ...L n.i a t.e.r al s o h a d the oppor t un i ty o f n e e tf. n g vii t .h secti on s 

of t he larGe expatri ate Sri Lankan CO UIlll:1i t y i :l Lond on , when t he 

Co-Or (: i;""ati: :G COL:r. 2i t te f or Sri La:1J:a21 Ass o c i a t i O !'~S i:1 Br i tai:-:. a .id 

t he UHP Assoc i a t ion he r e sepa r ate l y ac corde d h i.r .; r-e c e p t.i ons , 

·l"llo t Le r fe at u.r e of t he Pr-Lr, e 'li !i i s t e r IS l.\rogra Li.J.'e Vias a v is i t to 

t he Lo.id on Bud c.1l1is t V.lha ra , when he pr-e s e n t e d on behalf of tIle 

Gove r rme r; t o f Sr i Lanka a (1 o.ia t ion i n a s un o f Sri La nka Rupe e s 

O:'le lli l l i 0 11 to\'larcls t ile L01:<1 on Vi h ar- a IS Bui l dL'lg Fund . The ~; r ir.:e 

h~ L'.. i ster a l s o gifte d t o tile Vihar a a n h i s tor i cal ly Lr.rpor t.a: t Bu.l dh a 

Statue, dona ted a (~ai n b y the GovernLel1t of Sr i L8.21kEi. 

Ei n a.l Ly , t he FrLr.e 1li: '.i s t e r a d d r e s s ed t h e Royal Cor.u.ionwe a Lth Soc i ety 

O~J. the sub ject of r e c ent c oris t i tuti onal d ev e Lopuen t a in Sri Lanka , 

The Prir.:.e I'ii n i s t e r wa s visi ti l1g Lond cn e!l-ro ute Lusaka where he 

v. o u Ld le a d t he ori La n k a n De Le g a t .i on a t tI le Cor.u.ronwe a Lth SU:', .u t , 

III be t we en t h os e 'two c o..u.f 't r.ie : .t s t h e I'ri. ne Li :::.i s t e r wa s to u a l;e 

a brie f o f f .i c.i a.l, v.i s i. t t o Swe d en , 

In a dd i ti on t o his di s cussions w.i th Bri tish Gov e.rnnerrt Leaders on 

a wi de r ang e of r.ia tters 0 f b i. h :.-~ c :C ::-l.l .i nte r e 3 t a s "aell a s i : lter

na t.i ora.l c on c e r n , t he I rL..e ;..Ln.i.s t e r '~o o k t h e o ~~i.)o r t un i ty of pre s e:'lt

Ln. t to r-e or-e s errt a t.i yes of t.he Bri tish n e.l i a a ba.L a nc e d a nd upto
~ 

(~ 8te pic t.ur e o f ~)ri Lanka toda y . 1:1 thi s , J1", vm s pa r t i c u l a r l y c orr

c e r ue d r!i t h c o r -r- e c t i.ng so n e o f t he di s to r t ion s .r e ti.e c ~ : ': -i il sec ti ons 

of t h e Ilr i 't i sh n e d .i a t.hro ugh t l; e has tile rJi s - re pr eser: tc,o. ti 0::0 of 

e x t r er.u s t ~r i Lankan Tani ls now livin g h e r e . 
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Press Coraneut 01 ' Gover nue n t' s record 

Appended be Low is the; text of an :;c1i torial \'/hi ch a ppeared 

L1 'th e Ceylon Daily NeVIs, the olc1es t and DOS t pres tigious of Sri 

Lanka's dai ly news papers, u a r k i Eg the Se co nd A2 1.~i versary of t.he 

pr c scn t Un.i ted Nati onal Party GoverlllJe ll t. Th e i di torial a p pe ared 

in the Ceylon ~aily Ne VIs of Saturday, July 21, 1979. 

, § 2. ti~..f.yi 2. i.R.. t v/o y e a r s ' 

" "·.... s it en t e r s its third ye ar ill office nex t week, the Un .i ted 

National f arty g ov e~ :De ll t of rresi~ent J.: ~. JayeVlardeEe can look 

back wi, th sene sa t i s f a c t i on and pr i d e Oil it s pe rf'o.rranc e over the 

past 'two ye a r-s , 

" Sr i Lank a, bless ed today vii th a :li e;ll l y s t ab Le d er.io cr a t i.c 

Gov er ::.u e:l t whos e s tre:;.,:; t h i s rr j, tl:.. ou t parallel , por-hcps in t h e whol e 

world, wi th all open ec o.ior.y 8.L~l f ollowing an L '.<l ependent forei gn 

policy of strict neutrality, has b ecoue a Lacca for forei gn investo~s. 

" The poli tical c Lt.n a t e is so g o od t he.t foreign eovernLle~1ts 

both in t l'le eastern and we s t cr-n blocs are back ing President Jaye

wa rrl e:', e I S ~ov e r: llJe n t to the hil t rii th c1 ev e Lopn en t as s i s t ance . Lnve s 
tors too frorn both bl oc s are pun pi rig .i n c a pi t 8.1 to the delig h t of 

the Finance and PLan n.ing Lli n i s t er, Rorin.i e d e Mel. 

;I Th e ~ov er llI1ent, which c an e i n t o povre r a t t he July 1977 

Ge a eral El ection wi th an unpr'ec end en ted fiv e-sixths na j o.r i. ty, 

s wee p.i.ng the F'r e e dora Pa r t y c;ov er! m en t out of office and cr-uahi.u g the 

leftist par t i e s , d e l i v e r e d the c oup ~e grace t o its oppon e n t s a t 

t ile local c:ovornLle n t e Le c t.Lon s l a s t May . 

,iTh e UNP '~ove r;une : l t ' s po Li t i c c I r'.i v a Ls C::;El:Ot but c oncede 

t hat the illJP wi l l n o t only run its full t ern un t.i L 1983 but wi Ll. 

als o stay i n the saddle f or a lon o; ~ Long ti l.e . ··'ii th a ho poLe ss l y 

eli vided opposi ti on and tho Fr e e d oD Pa r- t y of Mr s Banda r-ana .ike , t he 

only party whi ch s e e r.rs caj.a .Le of salV 8.L;] ng its viabi li ty, wr'ack cd 

VIi t.h bi t t c r int ernal s qua bb Ics a . id d.i a s en a.i.c., , t i le UHF f i. n d s i tis e Lf 

si ttLlg pre tty. 

"As 0 ::.8 pol i tica.l COL1I1e:1 t ator s a .i d aft er t h e crushL1G d efeat 

the UNI LnfLi.c t ed Oll th e oppo s i. t i ori }";a r t i e s a t the L'ia y local elect

ions, the UlJP Governcent is ill for a lo ..--"g i llni Hgs - an .i nru ng s 

rei..Lru s c en t o f the 30 y ea}.' r ule o f t ::.c Lnd i an lJiJ. t i on a l COl~ c::::CCsS. 
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::Y;i th its forei gn policy of strict ne ut r aLi ty a nd a stable
 

~ ov8rnLlent c1e c".i c a t e c1 to d euoc r-a t.i c s oc IaLi sn and the s etti r g up
 

of a Just a nd Fre e Soci e t y, Sri La n ka to day ~)rovic1e s a n ideal
 

c Lin a t e f or f orei gn Lnve tl:~en t s , It has a l s o b e c one on e of t h e
 

mo s t c r ed i t - worthy n a t.i cne of t he third wor ld .
 

;,At the Ai d Con s or t i um ue e t.i.ng i n Pari s l a st May do n or countri e s 

pledg ed a r ecord 11 . 35 billion rupe us of (.~ ev e l o ~::Ll e l1 t a s e.i e t ar.c e . Tllis 

i s a r ec ord-double t Ile o. i d pledg ed l ast y ear . Furtheruore, it was 

ob tzu ncd wi t hout <r.ly ple dges f r OLl Ca n ada an d Britain wh er e t l:e n ew 

Gover nf.Je:l ts could n o t u ake defini t e c or.ari t UOllts w.i, thou t SODe study 

of thei r aid pr og r-aus , NiI' d e l\ie i lias said . 

"A s i.grn f'f. c a n t fe a ture of thi ~ year 's ai el i s tha t Sr i La nka Vi2.S 

a ble t o l.livers ify i t s so ur c e s of d cve Lopn e n t a ssi s t anc e , " Our a id 

pr og.ran is c or.p.Let c Ly i n h a r -ccn y w.i t Il our f' o.r e i.gn po l i cy and fri en d 

s hi p wi th a I I co un t .ri e e and we Lad e a s pe c .ia l po i n t t o d o s o " he 

a dded . 

\iEls evJhe r e on t hi s pace is 8. r e vi ew of t he c;ov e r l1lJen t ' s r e c ord 

.of 'll0 r k in t he l as t two ye ars and i t s pLans t o pro vi d e a happi e r 

li f e f or Sri Lan lcan s whcri i t b.ro ught ou t of bond ag e a nd f r oti one 

of t he dar k e s t per i ods of t he c ountry ' s history, no w r e f erred to 

a s tIl e r:s e v en year c ur s e " , 

" Le t us l ook a t t Le r ec ord brie fly ; 

i'Fi r s t poli tical s t a bi l i t y - a un i ted purposufu l go v e r I1el1 t
 

whi ch knows whe r e i t is go i ng ,
 

~, "Th e vi cious .i nhunan l a ws that vte ce de S i c;;1C~ d and eu a c tcd under 
y 

t rle previ ous r egine have been r-e pe a.L e d , r o Lf t i c a L pr i s oners lav e
 

been r ele ased a nd d eu o cr at i c e Le c t .i.on s r e s t o r ed .
 

\lTh e Pub Li.c Se cur i ty .cc t ari d ~l.Je rG el1c y La ws ha ve bo c n s ubjected
 

t o r e s traint s 821d c ann o t n ow b e enacted w.i t.r.ou t t h e pernis s i on of
 . 
Par-Liancn t. , 

il ~'v ery ci 't i z en i n t he co untry, .i r-r e s pe ct.i ve of birth C 2 C ~. live 

as a fr ee U Cl:1 , educate h i s children , e a r n L~s livi n r~ and choo se 

his clothes. 

liThe 11 CW co nsti t.u t i on whi ch went i n to eff ec t Las t Se p t t2Dbe r 

ra d e far - reachi !18 c onc ess ions t o the Ta mi l S pe<.lk i :1G L:.i n or i ti e s , They 

we r e so far r e aching t hat t he Ceylon ~70rke r s Congre s s r epre s en ti Y1~ 

a b ou t 1 . 4 u i LlLon TalJi l plan t o. ti ~ ·n workers of Ln di an d e s c en t wer e 

br ought i nt o U :e Dai ns t.rean of na t i 0118.1 l ife a f t.e r Li.v.i ng f or 
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ge:ie r atiolls as o u t c as t a or ser fs . Th ey are today so l id l y beh.ind 

tl lG g ove rllLjen t . 

; /

';-J liThe orLy blot u.pon the p ol i t.Lc e I s c cne ha s be en s u pplied by 
" 

t h e Tar.til U11i ted Liberati on Pr on t w: :.ich i s c.Glci l"{; f or ao ue t h.i ng 

whi ch it can never ~ e t . It is 2s 1cir:Lg t he r:.a t i on t o spli t its elf 

a aund e r-. To begin VIi t ~ l, the '.f ULF i s ll O'd g e t ti llg i t s c~e se r ts f or 

c ov ertly cnc oura g.i n g v.i oI en c e vrh .i Le affe c t ing G,-:Jlclh i al1 princi ple s 

of non-vio l ence . It has e owed t he wi nd a nd i s :101,'1 r c a IJing t h e 

wh.i r Lw.i n d . 

;iTl18 go v c r :'lr.1eE t is novv i.i ov.i ng .in t o ' t he sec ond s tag e of it s 

strategy t o r ebuild t he r u.i ne d e c c u on y i t i nh e r i t ed. Fi r s t by 

revi t.a.l i s i ng t.lie t ea, rubber CUl.Q c oconu t L lc1 ustri e s and t h en by 

spe e ding t l. e c or.ip.L c t i on of the I\'ia h o.wc l i Riv er r I'O j ect and seve r a l 

othe r d ev cl. oprie n t j:T og r a Lis now und er way. Auonr; t h er.l a r e t he 

:Fre e Trade Zon e , t h e div e r s i f i c a t i on of t h e export tro.d e and a 

r.iauu o th c on s t r u c ti on pr og r an . t 'lle se a r e al l d es i gned t o e ase t h e 

pr ob l en of unetrp'L oyne n t , i ncre a s e produc t i on and contain the cos t 

o f Li. vi.ng wn i ch get s out of h and uo s t of t h e 't Lr.ie because of U:l

expe cted oi l pr i c e increo.s es. 

\;The fl ood g a te s of Ln d.i ac.i p.li.nc whi ch were thr own open WhGE 

Pr i n e I'f1ini ster So Loraon Di a s Bcnd a r-ana i.k e c ar;e t o powcr , a f ter the 

UNP was r'o u t cd in 1956, La ve now been locked again. There is 

or der i n the publi c and pr i vat e s e c to rs ~1 0W . But tllo gcvcr-n uen t I s 

be s t intenti on s can be s Lowc d to SODO c x t e n t by a bureaucracy 

whi ch dr aGs its f e ed wlre n it s h ould b e Lov i ng a t s peed , a nd a l s o 

by corrupti on in the p ublic life. Th e c anlce r of c orrupti on t hrove 

like no body l s bu si ~e s s in t h e s even y e a rs 1970 t o 1977 . 

i; Til e r e a r 0 r e port e d l y s ign s of t his e v i l s ur r a c.i. ng agai n . 

Corrupti on at a l l l evels Dust be root ed out ru thles sly~ e l s e the 

ro a u to progre ss wi l l be do tt e d by r oad blocks. 

, I The UN:f' a lso h ad t o ill troduce SC!:-i 8 un po puLar ueas ur e s ill. t he 

fir st oudg e t , r-euov.i ng the rice and sug:..r subs i di e s f or the L1 0r e 

a f' f Lue r.t ha l f of tl"~ e po puLa t.i on , But the sL: h l ows were cus hi one d 

to SODe ex t en t by s alary increas es totalli ng ab o ~~ h~n bi l l i on 

rupe e s. 

ilDe s pi t e t l1es 8 L e as ur e s ~ :; r i Lanka sti ll r-euai.ns a we l f a r e 

state Vii t h t.he gov o.rnmen t carryin g s everal b ur -d en sou e subsidi e s. 

A uassive d eve Lopu errt prog r ao , n ow on , pr or.u s e s t o e a s e LOs t of 

the pr-ob.l e ris t hat the c o un t ry fac es - r .a .ir.Ly uncrrp Loyuen t 2..11d 

t h e h i gh c os-t -Of living. 
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"Gove .rnraen t .l ear1ers a r e c on f Ld orrt t ha t by t he tiL18 t he 

gove rr:lJen t r e Clclws t he end of its t e ru rios t of t he pr'o b .L e r..s 

it n ow -f ac e s would be beh.i nd t h en. \I 

Non-.l l i gn ed Mce t.i ng in CoLorib o 

The l as t Mi n i s t e r i c::. l 1::0(; t ing of t h e Co-ordina ting Bureau of t he 

Non- Al ign e d k ov eo e n t pre pa r at ory to t he fo r t h c olli ng Non- Al igned 

Sur.mi. t Conf e r en oo i n Hav ana wa s held i n CoLo.nb o d ur i ng t he fir s t 

f ortni ght of Jun e. It was a ttended by 23 of t he 25 full L~ciJbe r s 

of t he Bur e au, and by 51 o t.h e r ~10n-l l. ligne d countries as Obs ervers. 

The Mini s t urial level Me e t i n g vms ir u:lc lUa t ely pre ceded by an 

Offici als' DC0ting . 

The I\~c c t i l1G ViaS co ricer ued wi t l1 a wi d o r angi ll [; r evi ew of inte r 

n a tf. on e l af'f'a.i.r s i ll both t h e po l i t i c a l and ec onor.ri c fi elds, as 

wel l as w1.th a r evi ew of 't h e s t a t o of l ire parati ons for t he 

f' o.r t h ccru.ug Hav ana S u'~il . li t r:Ie oti :'l.g. k~OEgSt in t orna t i onal poli tical 

is su es cons ider ed were the Mi dd l e East que sti on, r egio ~al pa c t s 

and ar-rangernc u ts, th e prob.lens of Sou them };.f r i ca an d i s s u e s 

underlying t l.e Law of the Sea; r.ia t t e r-s of an e ccn orri c i ntere st 

which COl-le und er r evie w i n clud e d the ou t c o.ae of t h e r-e c cn t UNCTAD 

( V) Co:: f..:T..: : 'cc I t il e: q ue s t i on of cnor g y as it a f fe c ts deve loping 

c ountri e s L.u l the Lu p.lomcn t a t i on of the Ac t i on FroGral':iI.lG f or 

2 c on on ic Co-Operat ion . 

TIl8 Mo c t i ng c onclud ed vvi th the i ssue of a Fi nell Cor.nun.i qu e 

covering t he se and other n a t t e .re . 

ht a lress Conf e r ence f ollowing th e closi ng of the Me e t inG, 

its Oha.i ru. an , tho Sr i Lank an .Fo rei gn ll:i n is t o r t he Eon 11. C S 

Har.ie ed , M.P., descr i be d it as ;; thc n os t c r u cial and c r i tical 

Conf e r enc e t hat the Viov eI1c nt has f ~.t ced i n i t s Li.f' e t i.uc iI. He 

believe d t hat the r.io s t s.i.gn.i f'Lc an t ou t coue of t h e Corif' e r en.c e 

"va s t hat t :l. e n cnbe r's of t.l.e Iiovcrie n t h a d l e arn t and r 8 C'.li secl 

tha t while r.ia i n t aining t he cons ensus i" 'r l.iU l u , active a n d a c;c;re ss i v e 

consultati ons and Dego t i a t ions wer e a l s o ~hs o lut e ly n e c e s s ary t o 

k e e p t he un i ty of t.l;e h10venell t , He added t .ha t : ~ 'l e re was no r.ov e 

a t a ny ti n e clu r i~g t he C ol o i~ o Me e t i ng to chang e t h e c o ns ~ . ~us 

n c chan i a n. The Sr i Lanka n For ei gn Minis t e r er:phasised t hat the 

G8.lU1e r i n wh.i ch tte Mov cnen t f a ced t h e cha l Leng e s pos cd in 

Colonb o gave ever yo n e a b s olute confid enc e t hat it would be able 

n ow to c ontinue in s t r ength , f aci ng oven G l~av 0 r cha.l Len g cs i n 

t h e fu ture. 
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Foroicsn Hid for Sri Lo.nke. 

!1. SpOkeSLio.n of fi;e Finance and Pl an n i ng l'ili n i s t r y in Coloubo 

is reported in the local pr e sa L:S stating that tLG Aid Sri 

Lanka ConsortiUIJ which L~Gt in Pari s at tile end of l',"ay had 

pledced an unpreccmclently large auoun t of Rs. 11 1110 Dillion 

in aid to Sri Lanka, for the forthco Lling year. Tltis reflected 

the increasing corifLd cnc e bein g re posed in the policies and 

proGTauDes of t.he pr es ent Govcr-nrren t of ILE.Presidc~lt 

J R J ayewa.rdcrie , 

The pT2vious lo.rgest ple dge ; ~ ad e fn this conuection had been 

at last year's Aid Cone or-t i um I\~ c; eti l1g1 v/112n the auount W2.S 

Rs.6 1000 nillion. Of the pre s ent. pledges, Rs.4 1410 nillion 

consti tutes aid in su pport of the Mnlla w81 i J)cveloprJent Pr o j e c t 

wh.i Ls t tL.G baLanc e ariount of Rs , 6,700 nu Lii.on wi L'I be for other 

The Oons or t.i un LH:: uting was attended by 14 c o unt.r i e s and 4 

international agen oi.es , Ten of the c oun t.r i e s conc c.rncd are 

full donor L":eubers whilst the other four Vlore attending a s 

Observers. The aid pledged does not 1 in fact, includ8 any 

firLl cour.i. t.nen t fron t he Govcornu ents of Bri tain and Canad a , both 

of whose representatives stated that t l~ eir r-e s pac t.ive n ew 

Aduinistrations had still not arr i ved a t fi r l:; decisions in tllat 

regard by the 't i uo of thG Consortiun l.re o t i ng , 

Sri Lanka's delGgation to tlie Consortiun Me e t i n g was led by the 

Hon Ei n i s te r for Ffnanco 2.nd Planning lIT Ron ni e de Ile L, who 

was ac c orrparu.cd there by tl18 HO;'1 Mi n i ster f or L and s , Land 

Deve Lo pnen t and }/ia }l3.we l i Deve Lo prie n t , II,Ir Ganini Diss2.no.yake ~': Yl c1 

a laTGe tOaD of SenioT Officials. 

C~C Le2d~r on T2nil Issue 

'rhe Ceylon Workers Cc ngr-e as journal "Congress News ;; r e po.r t s 

r e t .ar-ks r.ad e by the Eon S l'honda:'.J.al1 ~ i, P . , Ili ;i l1i s tor f or Rur al 

Industrial DoveLo pr.ien t in STi Lanka <J.~1d c.; ,.(; Le a d or , durir.g 

his visit to India. 

Speak i ng on tL.2 'I'a i.u L iss UO, I!lY ~h (md 31 .1 3.n is rei-'ortod as 

s t a t i.ug that: t ho pr-e s en t GOVUTIlf.1Gllt has s o Lvcd t ll\.3 language 

1.,TobleD to ue c t t he as p.i r-a t t ons of t.lie Tonils. V;ll3.t is nos t 

~lo3.rt(;ning is t l--;.at it is pT8Ijared to (J,iSCLJ.ss various pr-o b.Leraa 

in ardor to solve then . 

contd.... 7••• .. . 

www.tamilarangam.net

jkpo;j; Njrpa Mtzr; Rtbfs;



7
 

The j ournal i'COLlI: e r c e " , pub l ishe d i n Boubay , has corar.ien ted on 

II'Ll' Tl1onclam:m ' s vi s i t to I nd i a as f o llows 

ItAfter 40 year s of r elen tle s s poli ti cal batt l e , Mr S 'l'hond auan , 

Sri Lanka ' s :i':iLlis te l' fo r rtural Inclus t rial Deve l oj.ue n t and. l e a cl er 

of t he 1 .2 ~ i l li on pl an t a t i on labour cO L~unity of Indi an or igin 

( out of a t o t al I s l a nd population of 14 @il l ion) has succeecled 

in paving t h e way f or thi s e xploi ted clas s t o enter t h e ma i n 

s tr-e an of nati onal lif e of :.)ri Lan k a . For I,ll' Thondan3,n it is 

a lifelonlj dre aD COLle true , achievecl d ur i ng the 20 - r. onth rule 

of the present Executive Presi d ent of Sri Lanka , 1111' J .R . 

J ayewardene, through dialogue mar-ked by firnness an d cons truc tive 

c o- operati on on t he par t of Mr Thondacan and far-siGn t e dne s~ and 

under s t anding on t h e par t of 1.11" "J a y ewar d e n e . Er Thonclanan is n ow 

on a Don t h ' s off i c i a l vis i t to India. The visit i s a n ho ur 

of g lory f or lun , sin ce his COL'Luni ty, whi ch c a n e to Sri Lanka 

nainly froLl Tan i l Na.du i n t h e second ha l f of t he l a s t centur y to 

wor k on co ffe e o.nd, s ubsequently , tea plant:.-..t ions i n the c en tra l 

high hi l ls of Sri Lanka, c an now l i v e Vii t h d i.gn i. t y and h on our 

as citizens with rig lts a nd pr i v i ledges equa l t o other 

Sri Lankans • .. II 

The HI NDU on Se parutisD 

Th e f'o Ll ow.i.ng is the t e xt of an edi t ori al whi ch ap j.e a r-cd 

i n \; The Hindu " Madr a s , on Fr iday 13 July 197 9 . 

il To.sk befo re TULF . 

liThe declarati on o f a St a t e of Er.:e r g en cy i n J affna, the ca pi tal 

of t.h e 'l'ill.1i l - cloDina ted Northern Provi nc e by t he Sri Lanka Gov ern 

Dent is no t a a ur pr i.s i ng d cve Lopnerrt , v i ewed ag ains t the ri sing 

t e r.po of te r :L'or iG t a cti vi t i e s i n t l \:; a r e a . Ol11y a fe w clays 

a go , t ile "Idbe r a t .i on Ti ger s" , a r.u Li t a n t Tar.lil youth orcani za t ion, 

g unn e d clown an Ins pe ctor o f Po l i ce in J'af'f'na and s hot de ad t wo 

other per sons stat e d to be Police i nforu ers. In the l arge-scale 

vio l en ce let l oose by that or g aru s e ta on , which suppo rts the TULF 

in its d emand f or a s e parate St8 te f or: the Tanils , no re t h an 

14 PoLac e Officers h a ve so far be en ki Tlec. . 

"Doe s t Le TULF, wh.i.ch co nsti tutes the largest Oppo s i t lUll ::'-'::!.r t y 

in }arliaL~ent , now stand in d ang e r of being b ann e d becaus e it 

is i nsis ten t on the crenti on of a TC'L i l :Selan ? I l; has b e en t h e 

c ont ention of t he 1'UIF Le a d e r s 't l rc t t h e guar-an te es enshrined 

i n the Con s t i tution - the s pe o.i.a L sta t us ac corded to 'I 'ar.ri L 2.S a 

c on t d .. . . 8••• . . . 
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national langua ge a nd its use as the Langua ge of adru.n.i s tz-a'ta on 

in the Northern and Eas tern provinces where they consti tute a 

significant rra j or.i. ty - r-enai.ned unfulfilled in pr a c t i c e and it 

was this tl1a t made t.hen step up their caupa.i.gn for a separate 

State regardless of its uCly repercussi on on the law and order 

situation. Despit e its stout denial of any connection with 

IITigers If, t he TULF is s ti 11 the accused. A large nurnbe r of 

oreani s a t i on s - r 81igious, social 8.nc1 pol i t i c a l - h as been 

urging the banning of the TULF. ~resident J R J ayewardene 

had on l y r ecently is sued t Le c 8.ution that the cry for a se pa.rate 

State YI,:l.S bound to raise co _j.L~unal . pas,s ,i ons a nd in any ca s e he 
,

would not allow the country to be Qivided. It Gus t be clear 

to the TULF Le adcr-s - they are seasoned enough to understand _ 

that if tl1.8Y are k een to have t heir pr-obLeus pe acefully and 

satisfactorily s ettle d, they Dus t try and win t heir points 

t hrough f'riendly discus sions wi til those in authori ty n o tvri th

standing t h e delay in a t t a i ni ng the objec tives that such a 

s tra t ogy r:Ligh t ent o.il. 

iiMr ALirthalingaI1, Leader of the TULF Opposition, has on the 

other hand been s olici tLlg the help of r ou t s i d e r s ' t o· pr-orio t e 

his c r oup ' s cause. It is just as well that the I ndian EliCh 

Cor:,uissioner in Sri Lanka, Till' T llO J~aS Abr-ahan , said the other 

day i n no uncertain terns that ;lTh e r e is n ot an d never h a s 

been any action or intenti on on the pa r t of t he Gov ez-nrient 

of Indi a t o underuine or subvert in any way the s overeignty 

or the terri torial integri ty of the Island " . 

This should drive l1OJ:e to t h e TULP Le ade r s tho. t t he y would g e t 

no s u ppor t or h811) f'r or, Lnd i a in · ~; he pursuf t of thi s s e pa r atist 

nover-en t , This is not to s ay t hat the TaLils h a v e no serious 

pr-ob'l eus confronting then: Grievcmc e s r-o La 't.i ng to e rip .L oyrae n t 

opportunities an d a l l ega t i ons of neglect are not a l l i I18,g i n a r y 

as indeed s hown by the fact that t he Sri Lanka Gov e rruien t has 
I 

now a Gr eed t o ev ol v e a scheme uy wh.ich 'I'ar.u Ls wo uLd be hir ed in 

public sector jobs in r I'O por t i on to ~} L e i r s i ze ill t h e COQl1try. 

Lre ai.d en t Jayewaruene has als 0 sh own hie r'e ad.i ne ss t o ap point 

a Pcr Li.an en t ar-y Co .u.u tte e on such pr-o ul.e r.s v i' t L8 uinori ty 

coru.nmf ty a s needed t o be resolved. ~h (; govo rnr.on t o : 2.~r1 

c olonisati on s c her ie s wh i ch have been v.i ewed wi t h g r eat concern 

by the T ~}ils could be ob je c t i v e l y studi ed by th~ lro pos ed 

.Par l ianen t a r y Corm.i t t e e . It .i s for both the non-e I'aru Ls of 

Sri Lanka a nd the TULE leaders jointly to t ake a new and r ealistic 

view of the whole si tuation. Ex t r c i.;e and reckles s cours es are 

not go i ng too·solve o u t s t a nding issues; a c a.l.m patient and ar.u a b Le 

clisposi tion on t Iio part of all concerned will. Ii 

c ontd ... 9•.•.• 
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Sri LaI!kan Cr i cke t Tour 

DurL ng this pe r i od , the or i Lankan Cricket Te a Ll c on t .i nue d 

and c onclud e d i t s e x t en s i v e t our i n t l is country . 

Th 2 pr i u a r-y ob je c t i ve , n an e Ly par- t.i c t j.a t.i on i n t h e ICC 

Tro phy ti our-n an en t f or Assoc i ate Licu ber-s , VIas aupLy f u l f i l l e d 

when uri Lanka won t h e t r oph y e a s i l y n otwi t lls t G.n J i n; its 

i n i t i al d e f i c i t of fo ur po ints t hroug h fo rfe itur e; of a g an e 

in t h e pr-e Li u i.na ry r ounds by convinci ngly b e a t i ng Denn a r« and 

Cana d a r e s pe c td v eLy in the SGI.1;L -J!'ina ls an d Finals . 

I n t h e fi nal Sr i Lanka broke i ts own r ec ord , 8s tab l i s he d 

in t he sxn i -final a g a i n s t · DOI raa r'k , f or t he h i gh e s t innings 

t o t a l by any pc r t i c i pa t ing t e a m. 

Sr i Lanka t l'lus Quali fi e d t o par t i c i pa te i n t h e ITu \.~ enti al 

\ior l d Cup TOUrE a r.1.:mt, bei ng pl a c e d i n a r o up c ou pri sing 

a l s o the .!\] .st I ndi es (hold e r s of t h e tro phy) lew Zoa La nd 

a n d I ndi a. Th oug h f ailing t o Qualify fo r t h e fi n a l s, Sr i 

Lanka ende d i t s pr ogr an r.re of nat che s being plac e d third ou t 

of f our i n it s g r ou p . Hav i ng l ost t o Hew Ze aldll cl and s een its 

u a t ch wi th t he ./e st Indies c orrpLe t e Ly wa s l.c d ou t by r a in , Sri 

Lanka c onclud ed he r .ro.r-Ld Cup par t.i c i pa tion wi th a c on vincing 

win ov er India . In doing s o , s he i n f a c t fair e d b e tt0r than 

bo 'tli Aus t r alia and India 2,S n e i ther of t h e latter co untri es 

n a nag ed a wi n over a no t h e r f ull u cu b e r of t 'ie ICC . 

Th e reaf ter , the t e a l l pr o ceeded t o play 3-day g~. e s a gainst 

SaLle c ountie s and o ther re pre s entat i vG s ide s , renaining 

unbeaten t.hroug h c u 't a nd scoring a c onv.in c i ng Lnn.i ng s v i c to r y 

in two d a ys over t he c urrent Oxf'o r rl Dni v c r ui ty T<..:cu.l. 

The t c an ev oke d n uch f a v ourable c o, :;:c'n t par t i cu l a r l y in 

reg a rd t o its ba t ti n G pr owe s s . They were ~l s o hi gh l y p~ais ed 

f or t h e ir po s i tive a n d e n t h u s i a s c.ic a ppr o a c h t o t h e i r c r icket 

and , in t h e final anal ys i s , t h e t om: wa s (J. e 81.:8d b y DOS t obs ervers 

to h a ve been a s ign i f i c a n t s uc c e s s. S-'L " on l y d.i s a .p po Ln t rien t , 

i n fac t , c ould be s aid to have be e n t l.e .rc j ~ c ~i. on ye t o.g a in 

b y t he I CC of Sri Lan ka t s appl ic ati on f or full u cnbersn i j. . 

Seve ral of t h e t.e an ' s 1 .eub er s a r e r-ei.iadn .ing in Br ; t ain t o 

t ake up pr ofc s s ion a l e ng ageuent s wi t h vari ous Leag ue s i d e s , 

wh i Ls t t h e r e s t r et urn t o Sri Lan ka . 

c on to.. . . 10 ••• .. . 
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Durin g the t hree-Don th l ong to ur , t he 't e an were hos t e d at . . 

nunerous r ec e pti ons, d i n n e r s and o t h e r SOCi Cll enga g eI:1 ·n t s by 

a wi de r ang c of i n c'.i vi clua l s and Asso ci a t ions of Sri L ankaris , 

In particular, the te2n were a c corde d a r ec e ption by fuj The 

Hi gh Cora.u s s i onc r and Mr s If "'irla l a s en a , and a lunch by t he 

Co-Or dino.ting C O I~ll .Ji 't t .e c of Sr i L an k an .vss ocLa t f.ons i n Br i t ain. 

On t he l atte r occasion , bo th t h e Neva Lanka Soci al Coru.u t t e e 

and t.h e Unit e d Sr i La nka n s in t he UX p.ro s en ted the t eun 

c ollec tively and i ndi Vidually with s8v e r a l awar ds f or their 

pe r f or oancc s . The La t te.r ll.s s oci ati on had a s C1. 1r8 a(~y r. ien t.i oned 

in the News l. e t t ar fo r May , ac c or-d od t.h e Toc,n a Roc e p t .i on on 

t he i r firs t a r r.i ve.L, at t.h e b eg i nn.i ng of t.ha t non th , 

Sri Lank an ,h38o ciati ons : Of fi ce' Boar-c z-s 
-------------------------------------~---

Tho ,_ ~ss oci ati on of Ce yl on es e i n UK at 28,Evlclue Road , 

Lon don S:823 Jl2.ve i l1tir.atccl tL (; f oll owing n anes of current office 

b earers and COl:Jl:li 't t e e Den'Ders. 

Pr e s i d en t HI' Derrick Sar.rar-awi ckr-ar.a 
Vic e Presi den ts IIr T 3.u l Davi d 

Mr s Flo J aya t i lleke 
Mr s Ruk i Men d i s 

Bon. Se cr c tClry Mr Bas i l Pe re ra 
Hon.Tre a surer i'\1r s NirGalee Anthony 
Public Re l a t i on s 
Offic er rlil' Banclu La Ra j ar -c t h a r a 

nIl' Ben Fe r n and o 
Mr Cl1a r 18 s Pe r era 
Mr Victor Kas ina t han 
IIiI' P ::; t; 1v a r a j a h 
lVir Pa u l Rour .ig o 
liii s s J.hy l i s Bun da r-nt .i .L l.e k e 
Dr Vilath nc1 clitiya 
mr s L3.lcSL1i Sa'.iar avli ck r on a 
Mi s s Cha r Da i n e J a ya t i lleke 
',1r I a rry Sueva r-a t n am 
r\'~r Spe ri c e r An tllon y 
Ij r :r' J Silv a 
Mr Sarath Jayas i nghe 
Nrr Ki nGs ley Fe r nando 
Dr Ant on Fernan d o 
l.rr Victor Liv er a 

Vihara Bui lding Fund - An Appe a 'l 

The Maha Bodhi So cie ty of Sr i Lanka h a s i s s ue d ~ ::., f o l lowi ng 

appeal f or fund s in su pport of t h e Lon don Buddh i.a t Vi Lar a I; 

endeavour s t o ob tain bi s i5(;r an d better pr eni s e s f or itself 

he r e . 
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APPZAL 

::i ,:dL ~ noonr SOC IEi'Y 

OF 

SiU LJu~KA 

LOHDON ]3u:DDHI S T 
VI HARA 

;;?ro cl a i.n , - 0 rronks , the Dharn: a l ori ous, pre ach ye a life 

of h oliness , perfect and pur e . ,I 

Founded by Ir he Ana g a r i ka J)harr.l~ p nl c" in 19 26 1 this So c i ety� 

c orap l.e te s 53 yo a r-e of use ful , dedicated s cr-v.i c e in Europe� 

t hi s y e ar . Th e t .i i.c has a r r i vc d t o 8 Xl~ <:J.:lc1 t he pr -e s c n t� 

Vf.I raz-a by pur ch a s i ng a s ui 1; a bl"t3 pr o pe r t y i n Lond on 1 wi t .h� 

n or e acc ot u .od a ti on a nn s pac e ,� 

I n r e c c n t ye ars und e r t l o 8 uida r.. ce of Vcn , Dr Han n a.l.awa� 

Sa d c1 hatissa Nayak c 1'hc:r a , He 2.el of the Lon d on Buddh i s t Vi hara ,� 

a wid e l)r og raLiGe o f a c t .i v.i ti es , whi ch i nc lud e s Bud dh is t pr-a c t .i c e s ,� 

Dhar-nade s c na , Educ ati on a l an d Cul tur al a c t i v i ti es of Sr i Lank a ,� 

was c arrie d o u t , Tho us a nd s h a v e be n e fi t e d i n t h e pa s t , a n d� 

Th o us a nd s will in t h e future .� 

\le r equi r e £300 ,OOO /=(o.ppr oxi rra 't ",ly :; ru LlLon ru pe e s) Lrm e d.i a t c Ly� 

t o a s si st in t h e p ur c ha s ing of 2. s u i t a b l e propc:rty i n London .� 

Ue a p pe al t o a l l ":iel l vJi s lk s t o c on tri bute fre ely and g en er ous l y� 

t owards t his wor t hy C2. USG. Pl c2.sG f ill in t h e fo l l owi ng r r o�

F or i .ia an d sen d i t t o u s , wi t h y our d on a t i on rrad e in f avour of� 

the "Lond on Buddrn .s t Vi hara Furid " and the enve l ope addressed� 

to t he Secre t a ry , IVlu.h a Bodhi Soe i e t y , 5 :Iea t}~fi eld Gardens ,� 

Lon d c n 'v1 4 .� 

PRO- li'ORliI 1'0 Bi:: COl:I1 'IJE'l'ED AIm R'ETURNED 

bdctress & Te l e phone No:� 

Anount D onat~d or pl e dGe d� 

No : o f cheque/M. O./P . O.� 

Ga s h d on a tf on a a c c e pt ed a t l.'Iah a bod hi Soc ie t y� 
Of f i c e , 5 Hcathf i. e Ld Gar-d en s , London ',[ 4� 

Sig n 2ture:� 
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