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Damaging campalgn b}c
 elements in the UK

a government is facing there,
The Tamit Eela.mists and

kara's group) both have active

British sources for
sri

s:,mpathemc
Vpropaganda damaging to

; Lanka, Mr, Wimalasena says.
i *. The former works through
such papers lke the Guardian
“and the Observer and such in-
' siitutiond as Amnesty Interna.
tional and the Institute for
Roace Relations. The latter are
'$n collaboration with left or-
ganisations in the UK  lixe
the Labour Party Young Social-
ists and the Socialists’ Party.

“In both cases, they have
go won over their sapporiers,
Eu)mg upon .

beral susceptibility to a plea
of violation ef human rights,

;. that my official aitempts {o ¢

: roject & correct image are
eing frusirated by being
denied publicaticn in the ap-
propriate journalism. More-
over, the very 1 rge 8t Lane
kan community boei seeing
the damaging ublicity but
fziling to see any official core
rection, is naturally perturbe
ed”, Mr, Wimalasena s3ys.
He has suggested that sSri
Yankan  newspapers which
bave a wide curtency in  the
LK be used to counteract the
false propaganda by ~ publishe
fng the coirect position.
Mr Wimalesens has  sent
- the Minister, Mr, Anandatisaa
e Alwis coples ef letters. he
had  written to  the Editor
Guardizn, London and the Edi-
tor, New Statesman, ndon
rezarding tneorrect and demag-
i ing reports p'.mshed by them

e

tist month.

——

their  latent -

the 1£Sp Wasudeva Nanayak- L

logal branches which are usiag §

i

N. Wimalasena - -

I his letter to ‘the Guard.an
Mr, Wimalasena says:

“I vefer to the report aps

pearing at Column 8, Page 3
of today's  issue of \our
paper, concerning ¢yclone
relief for Sri Lanka.-

“The cyclone was & nNae
jonal disaster a<te-tin L{Y"ﬁ
areas of SriiLa =580d its
impact was equel; B gelt b‘f
the rious cu“anum*us
Lving there — Sinhales

" diet rssistance, then

inents for their own ends.

¥ e {Contin

Sri Lanka’s High Gommlssioner in the Unlted ngﬂom, Mr. Noel Wimalasena has sougltt
the es.istance of the Minister of State to comba,t a publ‘o rel ations problem the Sri KLankan

'I‘amxls Muslims, ete. The re-
fef and rehabliitation pré—
gramme launched by
Government is a comprehen-
sive, national cne, embras’
ting
basbeen amply recogrised by
the many goxe'nmmtal and
non-governmental foréign ofe
gonisations which  have
ready, and s0 geherously e
{ended assistance. They !n—
clude, in a significant dee
gree, both the British Gove
ernment and Br)tish-baaed
rclief agencies, -

"It is, therefore, botn re-
r¢tiable and damafrmg for -
sour Sbaﬂ‘ Reporter to &2eR
o inject an. element of

cnm'nunal disharmony end .~

;ye“mve into this natlona}
iragedy, by implving that
the Tamil community hag
suffered to any  particular
degree, ¢

“If that was also the
tention of thé hody said rb
be sceking to mobilise re.
theip
efforts are likely to be couns
ter-productive, for the 8ri
Lankan Government cannod
be expected to permit ¢hid
niational tragedy to be ex-
ploited by particular COm=
munal = and political  elge

“all £2'stance for cyclond
vellef i vl Lapka s being
d em Page 3} _ ..

sl those effected. This .
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Damaging campaign..

(Conunued from Page 1)

¢hannelled  thr h he
President's Fund, #hich is

national Fu qd wmch
communit: 8ri  Lanks
have coni. outed. Those m" . .
Pritain  who  desire fo

contribute to this are jnvited
Mis--

to do_so through this
sion. I would request yoit
kindly to
fent and appropriate
city in your paper Thank
you, Yours truly N 1ma1a-
sena.
This 18 Mr. Wimel asenaa
reply to & repost published
the New St atesman on Janu-
gy 19:— Bruce Page, Esq., The
Editor, New Staoe.;man, lone
don —

“Sir, 1 refer to t‘ne article
ebout my ccunhry by Mr
Hitchens in the 19, Javmary
issue of your 3mxma1 in
which he declines even to use
the country's cerrect name.

“The suthor derides Third -

Worlq countries im general
end Sri Lanka in partigulay,
without any mention the
underlying causes of unders
development or any  refege
énce to the fundamental age
gects of contemporary ina-
“ternational affairs, His ar-
rogant bias is nowhere more
evident than in his cone
temptuous disparagement of
the Sacred Buddha Tcoth -

give this letter ur-
pube - .

- bd

Relie, which iz venerated by:

hundreds of millions of
Buddhists who would doubt~
less be very offended - by
,hxs remarks,

“His subjec 2  opinions,
however offec. .e, could have
been ignored, but he has

ggught to lend verlsimilitude
an otherwise prejudiced

‘ &and . mischievous harrative

by adducing facts so incor-
Yect as to demand rebuttal,
“He deplores the release
pnly Dow of political de-
tainees from the 1971 @rm-
insurgency. Presumably

he would advoocate for Bri-

tain also that armed iInsurs.

ents who seek to destroy its
structure and

overthrow - its  elected
gov emment should not be
detained except briefly? And,

lemocratic

anka has always been une
er 10% in.
with social  welfare
penditure of over 30%. -

comparison

“Indian Tamil lagbour om
estates en- -

Sri Lanka's tea
Joys the franchxse and their

¢lected leader is & Cabingt
'xﬁn'sr,er in the present Gove
ernment. He and his Party

the CWG, have publicly ree

pudiated the separatist
olicy of the 8&ri Lankan
amil TELF.

"I'ha predominantiy Brl

HIOIDH CHFUT YHNIWF  FieIQBH6IT

- perts were

- for se\oaratio

" only 524
Ia per: cen
§uhtary expenditure in  Sri.

£Xm -

_"“W e

" Lankan Tami! area~ the‘,

Ja‘rna Peninsula, was un-|
afiected by the cvclone. The
most  severely  davastated!
the Bziticaloa }
Amparei and %’o’omarwa'
&xigrcw. which ~ have very
e concentrations of Sig-
halese and . Mocrs, bes*des
the Tamils' who &1s0
there. - .
“The «Sich calls
* dlaims & mar-
ate M two provinces: the
N and the East. At the
B g gl b
eiv O er 4} o
the yote in the g’.)astern
since, which returned tv’ice
as many Government
as TULF MpPs £ven in
ihg Northern Pr'évince 31
per ¢ent of the Tpmils veted
ggainst  the .
of 511 Sn

nkan Tamfls live in that
province, -
“Y believe your reader.s a-

ser‘%tar;? would ﬁggn og
mlsmf

3 pregudlc'ed. orn
mischievous gd
. appraisal of Sri Le.::ka. to
It 1s sadd g
at st n arti-
cle sh have found publ-
cation in the New - Statgs-
man, which ﬁ:tc emo:y‘ed
high standing ih

world which your writer s
ins to denigrate.

t“With %a igh est;ee% Yours

M

- MIM -l






