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RECENT INCIDENTS IN JAFFNA

Recent incidents in Thamil Eelam demonstrate the fact that
the totalitarian ruling machinery of chauvanist Sri Lankan
government in a calculated move intensified its policy of
repression and destruction of the Tamil community.

As a first step it postponed the peace talks which was
initiated and mediated by the good Offices of the—Indian
government. Secondly it put Lalith Athulathmudali in charge
of the new Ministry of National Security giving him sweeping
emergency powers in Tamil Eelam. Thirdly in a calculated
move to undermine India's genuine concern to
solution, Sri Lankan government planted a
and malicious article in an Indian magazine,
the Liberation Fighters are being trained in

seek a lasting
false, baseless
claiming that
camps in Tamil

Naadu. Following the publication of the article the Sri
Lankan parliament unleashed anti-Tamil and anti-Indian
tirade and sent about 3,000 additional troops to Jaffna.

The presence of additional troops brought fresh wave of
violence against the Tamil civilians:

1) Army arrested, detained and tortured several innocent
youths.
2) Indiscriminate shooting and killing of innocent Tamils
and burning of shops.
3) Harassment of people through house to house search by
Army.

In order to restrain the enemy from releasing further
attrocities against our people The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam ambushed a military convoy which resulted in
blowing up a truck carrying about fifty soldiers, and
reliable sources confirm that enemy suffered heavy losses
than what was claimed by the government. There were no
casulties on the side of Liberation Tigers.
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This incident took place near the Church of Our Lady of
Refuge in Hospital Road, Jaffna.

SEQUEL:

1) Liberation Tigers ambushed the army.

2) Army abandoned the vehicles ?:nd armaments and returned
to barracks without challenging the Liberation Tigers who
were ready to take on the army if the army had retaliated.

3) The cowardice army returned later and shot innocent
by-standers and damaged the Church and the neighbouring
properties.

4) The public outraged by the attack on the Church set out
to set Nagavihara and Sinhala Mahavidyalaya on fire.

Army has shot and killed innocent people but details are not
available.

While the Liberation Tigers and the people were taking on
the army another group was involved in a bank robbery which
has infuriarated the people of Tamil Eelam.

In order to increase the stock pile of armaments The
Liberation Tigers captured the Point Pedro Police Station
and collected arms and ammunition. When The Liberation
Tigers entered the station the police ran away without any
resistance. The police station and the jeep were set on
fire. The chauvanist government has been deprived of their
foothold in another Tamil district.

Following these incidents The Liberation Tigers patroled
some streets in uniform from morning till afternoon and were
warmly received by the people of Eelam.

The latest information suggests that situation is calm in
Jaffna peninsula.
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cbhcerii over Lanka killings
.:. , "• ISfEW DELHI, April 6 (UNI & PTI)
' Members from all sides in the Lok Sabha on
Triday condemned the renewed spate of killings of

...Tamils in Sri Lanka. v i ;
.*". Initiating a special discussion on the reported
;; decision of the Sri La"nka Government to clamp
\y rule in the prodominantly Tamil area of
Jaffna, Mr. Rashid Masood (Lok Dal) said the

- all-party Round Table Conference convened by
- President J. R. Jayawardene had not yielded any
...resuh.

He urged the Government to raise the issue
;..before the Human Rights Commission, the l,'n
,;jted Nations and other international forums to

arouse the conscience of the infrnations! com-
munity against the "genocide" in Sri Lanka.

He, however, made it clear that he was against
division of Sri Lanka. He suggested that the
Government should impose economic sanctions lo

".express its solidarity with the Tamils in the island
"republic.

_ Mr. B. D. Singh (LD) expressed concern over
^jhe" fresh spurt of violence in Jaffna district and
^demanded that India, in its capacity :»s chairpcr-
I son of the Non-aligned Movemen.. take the

•initiative to find a solution to the long-standing

*— . ie also expressed concern over reports that
uZZTriflcomalee was being converted into an Amer-
ican base.
'iV- Mr. Ram Avtar Shastri (CPI) suspected that the
~^CIA had a hand in aggravating the problem and
--spoiling the relations between India and Sri

..; Lanka. He wanted to know what steps the
- Government had taken to safeguard the interests
[_ef Tamils in Sri Lanka and to forestall possible US

— intervention.
"~~~ Mr. Ram Vilas'Paswan (Janata) suggested that
l^lndia could approach the United Nations on the

possibility of sending a UN peace force to Sri
.Lanka.

He said if neighbouring countries like Sri Lanka
and Pakistan fell into the clutches of big powers,

- the situation could pose a serious threat to India's
security.

He urged the Government to have discussions
,... with Sri Lanka on steps to stem the fresh outbreak

of violence in the island.
' Mr. Abdul Rashid kubuli (NC) stressed the

need to restore the democratic rights of people of
Indian origin in Sri Lanka through negotiations. A

)large number of non-Tamil speaking people who
Ijad never associated themselves with the Eelam
movement had been deprived of their fun-
damental rights in that country, he said.

The Government should take up with Sri Lanka
the question of payment of compensation to the
Tamils who had been affected by the riots.

Mr. Era Anbarasu (Cong-I) said India could
not be a silent spectator of the "genocide" that is
on in Sri Lanka. It was a systematic effort to
annihilate the Tamils. He said the Government
should raise the issue in the United Nations and
the Human Rights Commission.

He s«id the racial riots subsided when India's
good offices were used to fipd a solution to the
problem. He suggested that the Prime Minister's
special envoy G. Parlhasarathy be sent again to
Sri Lanka.

Mr. M. M. Lawrence (CPM) said India should
not tolerate the atrocities committed on Tamils

• any longer. A strong protest must be lodged
against the continued kil l ings of Tamils and the
issue taken to the United Nations.

Mr. Maya Thcvar (DMK) said it had been
proved beyond doubt that all efforts to find a
negotiated solution to the ethnic trouble have
failed miserably.

None of commitments made by the Lankan
President to Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in the
wake of ethnic violence in Ju ly last had been
honoured. Mr. Jaycwardcne could not be trusted
with the future of the Tamils, he added.

Mr. Era Anbarasu (Cong-I) said the killings of
the Tamils were part of a plan to wipe them Out.
He said the postponement of the rounu-tabie laiks
in Colombo would only aggravate the si tuation
and wanlcd the Indian Government to >end the
Prime Minister's special envoy. Mr. G. Parlhasar-
athy lo Sri Lanba for finding an early solution.

He added that India should move the interna-
tional forums like the Unile^Ts'ations and Human
Rights Commission to stop tj^e violation of numar
rights in Sri Lanka.

Mr, R. V. Swaminathan (Cong-1) wanted tne',.']
Government to take up again with Sri Lanka the ,;
question of providing security to the Tamils. - . .
.Mr . C. Chinnaswamy (AIADMK).fell if thi ..•-;

problem was not resolved expeditiously, there
could be violence in Tamil Nadu where the people
were 'agitated about the atrocities in the neigh-
bouring country. , • •

Mr. Chitta Basu (FB) said the Government had
a moral and political responsibility in ensuring
that the Tamils were safe and secure,

Mr. K. T. Kosalram (Cong-I) urged the Centre
lo once again use its good offices for solving the
problem. . . .

Mr. C. T. Dandapani {DMK) expressed the '
fear that the Sri Lankan Government either
wanted to l iquidate the Tamils there or treat them
as slaxes.
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'.ok Sabha to debate Jaffna
mnjgjmwiTiiiM<inijii«i»»«i« m . ' * ~ * • m ".""•-''•"'- . • • > : , " ' '

From G. K. Reddy

. '""•: • ~ NEW DELHI, April 5.
The Lok Sabha will have a special discussion ,

. tomorrow on the reported decision of Sri
^ ;-Lanka to impose military rule in the Jaffna

• r.area where the Sri Lanka armed forces recently •
; -Indulged in indiscriminate killing of civilians .
'• following some violent incidents mere.

The External Affairs Minister. Mr. 'P. V.
rtJarasimha Rao. was due to make a statement
-~or\e subject in response to a calling attention
r;notice today, but the Speaker agreed to the .

demand of many Opposition members to have
a fuller discussion tomorrow on this develop-'

'• /-Tnent
; As it so happened, the five members whose

; . names were chosen through a ballot for sponsor-
ring the calling attention motion were all non-

. • -Tamilians from different States, while the Tamil
, ; Nadu members felt that they should be given
; ' 'a chance to express their concern by converting

this into a fuller discussion.
~^The Parliamentary Affairs Minister/Mr. Buta

... Singh, who readily agreed to the suggestion,
i said that Tamil Nadu members frorathe Govem-

side also were equally keeri on a fuller

discussion. He made this 'observation
presumably to clarify that ft waa not only
those Tamil Nadu members from the Opposition
but also the Congress CD members from the
State wanted to voice their feelings against
the happenings in Jaffna area. - • ' • • - • • - ' -

The External Affairs' Minister said"that 'Tf
the discussion was held today he might'not
be able to come forward with any more informa-
tion than what had been said in the statement
made two days back by the Minister of State,
Mr. A. A. Rahim. ft was to enable' him to
gather more information that the Speaker fixed
the discussion for tomorrow with the approval
of members from both sides of the House.

Seizure of boats: Mr. Naraslmria Rao tried
to allay the fears voiced during the question-
hour that Sri Lankan Naval boats were interfering
with .the legitimate movements of Indian fi-
shermen. He said that in bad weather the
fishing vessels tended to stray across the
maritime boundary and that every time incidents
of Indian boats being seized and their crew
members arrested by Sri Lankan authorities
came to the notice of the Government, the
matter was immediately taken up by the Indian
High Commissioner in Colombo who has

managed to secure the release of some of
the detained boats and arrested seamen. ' -

In all eight Indian fishing vessels :had been
seized till last month and the crew members
of two of them. "Florida-441" anrf,Prima-641,

-have since been released through ihe Indian
High Commissioner's intervention. In addition,

:six Indian boats have been detained and their"
skippers were on ball in Jaffna, while the
crew of a!l of them except one have returned
to India. The Sri Lankan authorities have agreed
to release two of these six boats detained
b y them. - . . • • - -

It was quite evident from the restrained
tone of Mr. Narasimha Rao's replies that the
Government of tndia did not want to say
anything that might strain Indo-Sri Lankan rela-
tions at this stage. The main efforts of India
are directed at ensuring the success of the
roundtable talks

Amnesty offer
.. . COLOMBO, April 5. ,

The Sri Lanka National Security Minister,'
Mr. iLalith Athulathmudali. today offered
"amnesty" to the "Tamil terrorists' provided
they gave up violence.
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