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THE TAMIL RESISTANCE MOVEMENT AND THE COMDUCT OF THE LTTE

istance
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mavement has  heen led into by the actions of the E, even

Lol

though saddening 4%—4s not a surprise. Th

*r
|

osg who have Enowwy the

oomovement for a long time and for those mho have followsed the LTTE

~as A militant group know well that the situations into which the

2 o
LTTE has led themselves is ﬁut‘unma$@%a%m$& them.

LTTE from the start worked on a startevrgy of hit and run  and
propaganda to collect funds which in turn was uwsed to  huild um
mare military strength with which it could drive the army out.
This according to their calcoculation would have brought the peonle

’ s
under  their  control swhe—were-all—to——bare—=thoie suppoarters.In
contary to  this the groups like ERDOS worked on a strateqgy of
=

careful  preparations and winning the support of the peonle  and

torrect slliance before launching anvthing substantial. The me

RN "
i}

position was taken up by EPRLF when it came into he @ings

7

It is not difficult to spot the vacocum in the LTTE?'S Eira:agy if

it is brought intoe any closs scrutiny on the basis of experience
of liberation warfare and political scignce. However it was not
for all to ddentify this strategy concocted out of MarCeEnary
tactics glossed din a pretentious commitment to ideology and

imitations when it came to serious matters of politics-

Far  those from the then EROS who firsi 1dent1?1nn the phenomena

Celels W 4/&4"5 @ e -

af LTTE in the mid sevﬁnties(hrluq1nu and nnﬁ to it was  out  of

th&!questimﬁp Wher mass of the people could still oo hehind such
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has politically lapsed long ago, and the two communities have

Cdrifted apart cosidevably and continusd to drift, +the methads

that could have arrested the drift politically were not for J.R.

o4
2VEaEn cemprehendhw1ths

In his continued helief that his formula will succeed, to whose
political demise he himseld has cpntributed; he called in  the
felp of TWLF. There was wothing in TULF  te help J-R.. Thay
themselves have taken to Eslam demand for their survival. Thay

were a totally alienated lot.

These lapses -and failures to arrest the drift, the unpatrioti

path aleng which J-F. opted to take the country inte the hands of
imperialism, his socio economic wrogrammes that created such
tewmsions and convolutions in  the society, the fTeeling of
insecurity and mutual suspicion his path created hRoth within and

in  the sorounding area  all this brought avound July =23 a

situation, a spark falling on the facs f a Binhalese from a

1]
o

7

struck match of & Tamil in a Colombo bus stand could have brought

the disaster,af—25 Tuly.L83.

In being vadamaﬁt %ﬁ~ﬁot wanting to see the writing on the wall
and  come  to grips with his lapses, J.R. chose to advance a
criminal and communal path on the Tamils. He set the army on the
innocent civilians of thenorth and Fast in the name of Fighting
*tervovism?’. The acts of army without any aﬁCQuntability to the

people  are acts of terror. The death and distruction to +the

civility and gpeaceful living of the wnorth and esast has heen
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thé AaVC hlnlﬂgl cal evidence, demographic history, and history of
soverign powers and pricipalities that existed in Bri Lanka, the
H,pngitians to which Sinhalgse have often resovied to, the
traditional homeland of the Tamils would ke much lavger than the
ptesenttﬁnrth and East. Settling for the arsas of the Movrith and
East as the traditional areas of ﬁhe Tamils wheve their national
:spiratians can b2 more freely excercised without hindering the
Sinhalese aspiration heing freely exercised in the area of est
of seven provinoes iﬁaelf is done in sprit of accommodation and
a desire for settlement and peaces
The Tamils have never opposed the Sinhalese coming and living in
the Morth and East- But they opposed the settlements in the

Chinese, Sindhis and Burgers and other similar minovities.

anly reinforces the fzar and proves the ap‘pheutlnx of T
leaders in the wpast have been justs

The folly in the government position can he best exposad
asking whether JR is prepared teo create similar areas far

Tamils in the UWp—Country, Colombo and Putialam areas.

The gprohlem today iz not the need for evasive contentions

exaroises af

pompt hut a positive approach to  understand

and reduce them and place them along with the few Malay

contention that it will sventually destroy thesiv national rights

wF o
i3

The

present position of J-F that East has to be devided into three

amil

the

national problem, as & crisis of ethnic ownevrship, and resolve
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ITf LTTE is on a parth of suicide, it is of their own making.
Every effort was made to instill in LTTE  bhoth from insidse  and

outside a genuine wlitical content and spirit of nolitical

responsibility. It is saddening to notes that these =ffor flave

Eadd
B

: beenn din wvain leaving us with an experience of proving the theory

o which we opted to disprova.

LTTE said its going to divectly hit at the army in the Morth and
e
i East and drive them out and estahlish a soverign state. Lot of
g

R4

.8
v

resources wevre spent on this strategy-. The human material losses

THY  were heavy. Has the LTTE succeeded in driving out the ATRY

from the NMorth and East?

To the gquestion whether this movement ever neededl

I

phenominen
rategy  of the type advanced by the LTTE , the answer is

movement had t

o

1

g0 through such civcumstances that the

the phenomenon of this nature was unavoidabhle.

%

m
"
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LTTE exploited the smotional upheaval and lack of compreh
fram such guarters as the party in powsr in Tamil Mada and  $the

counterfit inhibhition of zome section of the Tamil

m
0
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b
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community. It also euploited the lapse of the international media

to refer te the movement as a 'tiger® movement.

There were groups who were principally oppossed  to axploiting
these sentiments and others arising from fear due to personal and

selfish motivation.

The accommodation of many militant groups in  the tatal#ity
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was no option but to see it as smexpression of ouwr people. The

anciety itself was not on a footing wheve & single siructure

could  have been svalwved. It was for us to see the unity of the

movemant in its diversitys

R The first major accomodation and mutuzl recognition of various
3

dgroups  came  about in ths latter pért af 22. The six militant
groups EROS, PLOT, EPRLF, TELD, MLFT, and LTTE, came tegether to

announce  the rejections of the TULF leadership and continuation

3 ‘% armed struggle and Lbhey work to accomodate each other and evalwve

a common proadgramme of action.

i The gqustion of eveolving a single structure was very much an
.
.

~ issue then as it is now. The unity of the moavement through mutual

accomodation of different positions was not only found o he

adequate but also became a strength in bringing out  the wider

paraticipation of peopleg and hring a wide spectrum of external

3
F~ interests in support, while providing camaflage and CGHfHSiGﬁ,Jﬁ?)g
. thoze who approached the &fe Tamil resistance movement with an

intention of ligudating it-

e The realities of 83, the emergence of India as a natural and
upnavoidabhle ally, the wider awareness of the probklem in  an
international level, the support and backing of +the Tamil
Community at lavrge to the militant mavemeng)all this could be

effectively accommodated mainly because the diversity and the

group unity within the movemant. If not for this thers would met

wat
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o= It will not he in accovrdance with Mrs Gandhi®s assuvrance that

sha  will find a just solution to the problem acceptable to  the

Tamils.

,@”it is by accommodating the Sinhalese in the MNorth and East and
‘éﬁextending them the hand of friendship and bBrotherhood, the Tamil

3]

Lﬂﬁﬁyill set such an example in mutually beneficial living it will he

possible to bring a compulsion on the Sinhalese to exted the same
relationship to the Tamils in the Sinhaless areas, who otherwise
frave  been treated as hostages in the axtending of 2vil intention

on what is Tamil-

o While theve is no  consensus and sincere effort towards
accomnodation of the basic issues which has to come 2tirely from

the Binhalese or which should have hoen the achievement of the

il

Imdian mediation, thers is no urgency for single leader with a

capacity for putting the signature on an agreement on behalfd of

w

the Tamils. Any premature exerci

i

25 to impose one can only he

analysed for its consipiratorial values

If LTTE has Tailed to bhuild a trustworthy relationship with India
the leadevshiyp of LTTE must take full hlame for that. LTTE is not
definitely in a position to know or make comments on the naturs
of velationship which the ather groups have with India. There is
no reason why other groups should not have a  good relationshin

Fiaith Ivdia.

g The best way of sorting out this problem would have been for all

=
=r
m
1]
3
]
i
]
i
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]

cordinate their relationship with India - Much
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a force as the TULF during the election peviod, and LTTE ditself
being influenced by the TULF the writing was thers on the wall.
The manifestation of one to the other was clearly forsesn. The

transfer of the same qualiitvy and content and the alienated

relationshin to the people from one to  the other was all

1

preadictahla. I+ was to take wlace in a situation, when armed

¥

strugglep has become the only course of action for the Tamils.

The foundation of the Tamil militant movement was laid by the
untrustworthy and undemocratic way the Sinhalese leadevship
handled the sthnic conotations of the paliﬁ; wich affected &he
subhsequent heehaviocur of the Sinhalese towards the Tamils. The
Tamils were 1eft with no opbion but  fo  counter  i1t-When the
parlimentary democratic novms of resistance were frus—irated the
militancy was the only way out.The foundations of Tamil militancy
were much bhvroader than what was sought to bhe undersiocod in a Tew
guntrotting youth. The relentless thrust of Binhala Chauviﬁism
imposed a helplessness within the ftraditions and pelitical norms
held in high esteem kv the Tamil weople. This led to bthe militant
mood  that sought a manifestation For itself mthe terrorist

tandencies.

Much against the theovretical positions held by EROS a conserted
affgYt was made to hring LTTE into a rewvolutionary decipline  in
its activities and bring any permanent benefit to the sacvrifices

and labkour that went with it.

o
"

Az much as LTTE was unavoidable & group for i oW

m
i1

reasons, the emergence of other groups was also unavoidable. There

b
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the corisis iﬁﬁaﬁmasphere of give and take. Evasive eucercise to

hide lack of will to come to orip with the realities of &he

praoblem cannet bring about an atmosphere of mutual sccommodation

and  tyust which alons can end the avprehentions of the Dinhaless

with regard to certain matters.

This is wnot the first time India is involved as an allay in a

political crisis in Sri Lanka.Virtually every Sinhalese king has

sart help from India especially from the Tamils. There has never

bheern any history without Indian influence. Evern the British rule

was extended from Madras by the Erstwile East India Company. Th

]

issue is not about being pro—india or anti-~India-

The Sinhalese for some very interesting reasons thought Tamils
are Indians and they should go to India. MNo wonder India hasz a

moral responsibility to involve in the problems

It dis unfortunate that the Indian mediation has not Brought any

settlement. Much credit for the state of affairs should go to
Fomesh Randari. When he conceded to the Sinhalese the position

that Tamils have no claim fovr the East, he has rendered Indian
mediation uéﬁi&&& to the Tamils- The very ease with which he

conceded leaves one with no option hbut to go by the stories that

he did this in return for parcel of gems from the Sinhaleses

There are noe short cuts to the settlement. The 2lectoral
emergency in  Tamil Nadu will not impose op the Tamil prople &
settlement that destroy all their gains of heroic sacrifices they

have made for the sake of a dignified life in the land of their
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closed. The wounds it has left would take a long time to heal. 1t

1=

W2 these acts of J.R. &

—

b
iy

orced the upper hand of the

tervobrist tendencies in the Tamil Fisistance MOVEeMET: tee it is

i}

gusstion of thesis and anti thesis. Inspite all the pretentions

that +they stand to negate each other one i the

H
-

e

i
i
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o
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growth af the ather and in some platform they are in  total

.
3]

collasion. It dis mnot pessible t peak of the demise of one

without the demise of the other-

. - . . - kbl
it is necessary here to refer to some idincracy in  the persqgl

gqualities of LTTE leader Prabakaran which the conspivratorial

i

1

[

forces seems to have exploited with some succes Few months

]

atter the founding of LTTE in V&,  Prabaharan killed the co-—
founder of the group Saravanan in cold blood. The next idss victim
was Bundaram, a very sfficient and capable fighter. pext he

attempted +to kill Uma Mahsswaran, leader of PLOTE.Qheroi Thevan

o

i

the lead

]
-

r of Tela,Michel of Batticaloa, Jegan and  many other

patriots on  the list. He liguidated the leader of Tela Sri

Sabaratnam and brought ahout th paralisis of that group. He killed

N, ~
others in the fearithey are—gndg—to kill him. He also helisves 2zt
" ~. . . - .’ "Lt
others ape—~—golimg—tn kill him if they g R pifprrle—be®  mare

A@?. b b

powerful  than himg” He is preparved to alldy with anyong  whois
A

godrgto _dopspe him more powerdésh tharn others. With a careful

Zhad

ocestration by counter forces it is not surprisingA LTTE was

turned into an instrument of distruction in the movement.

]
iz g
u

One  only remembers of the story of the lion king in the fore:
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never  have heen  the growth of the movement that effectively

checked J.F.

The movement was not without false support, while groups like
EROS  and EPRLF werse sslective and had a gualitative approach  in

choosing and seekiné EuppgrﬁiLTTE and some other groups were was-

vary lavish.If today people like Hindu M.Fam Ea.Veeramani,
M-G-Ramachandran, P-Nedumaran5N-Fanchadcharam3 Fovai Mahesen,

Balakumaran are among the hest supporters of LTTE, it is needless
to mention such diverse forces can come together only on =&
platform of ci?piracy- Mo wonder today these fovrces have brought
akout  the virtual disaster of +the LTTE and great crisis in  the

movement.

JR*s  despotism. and his dictatorial inhibitions were  very much

instrumental for the growth of LTTE. For its vary  justification

2

-t conftinuation  and stalisation, it called for the counter

1%

tevrrarism of the LTTE. In farensss to this ald MAar, it must b

said, leaving aside his dictatorial inhikitions, his anastomosi

wr

]
fomad
i
[n]

to the need of carvying the Sinhala chauvinism in the torata,

i

Mr- 3 R Javawardene did maks an attempt to solve the wrohlem. He
did helieve, with thesupport in the parliament and his economic
policies, he could create a society where Sinhalese and Tamils
and all others can live together as 2quals  and  in  peacs.Even
though some Tamil leadevrs like G G Fonnambalam, did helieve in
s ., A L y i

this c&%j;?% a wall known fact in history that #7% the Sinhaless
society was not endowsd with vivrtues te accomodate this formula.

g
L

And when J.R. cam2 ‘o power in » Ehis working out as a salution
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movement still left the quastion of resolving the power qguestion

in a cnn?@usian, whather it is a settlement ar a4 soverign  and
independant state. it is presisely  in resalving this  the

democratic tradition of the people was to he reasserted. The
contributions of various aroups towards the result  would have
hean different. The competition was accommodated . The final
judgement and reward in a:cnrdanca‘with their contvibution, it
was for the people to decides They were the witness and bBorme the
brunt. They would have heen the best judges for they would have

Enown well as to whao has done what in this.

If the LTTEE has in actuality driven out the army from the Narth

and  East and established soverign state as it said, the neaple

]

woauld not have chosen anyone else hut LTTE.to lead them and LTTE

1]

advance the formalities and noavrms of

i
e
=]

would have bhesn frod

estaklishing a one party state. I7 other groups are overtaking

LTTE it is hecause they worked on a consistant programme and with
dedication and  advarnced stratergy different from that of LTTE

LhEt seems to succead.

To bring about a settlement there is no need to promote a single

grour. What is important is a settlement itsslf.

The Tamil people have clearly gxpressed their position. The
present  Morth  and Eastern provincashe resolved into =& Tami l

majority provincee

. This is perfactly a just position. The Tamil claim for the Morth

and East was noat sven disputed in the pazt. Even though going hyv
F 2 o X )
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hiame for such a coordivation noit coming inte fruition should go
to LTTE which always stood to seek suyperiority over others and
frustrated all efferts at coordination.However the hlames must be
shared by others as well. Then there was the now defunct EROS

claim that it was the unifying force in the whaola scenavio-

LTTE stand of seeking superiority over athars through dubious

[a}

laims, pretentions and not through genuine contribution to  the
struggle, indulging in exercise of deception and coevesion within

the movement to promote themselves and resarting to armed actions

against other militant groups to resolve the conflict of opower
strugglé to the e2xtent of anhilitating them and ungrateful
hehavier toward India are condemmable. It is not in accordance
with sprit of accomodation that prevailed in the movement. This
hehavier of LTTE is much against the values and traditions we
have cherished as our culturs. No ideology can he called in Tor

helpy to cover up the hlatent conduct of the LTTE within the

movements

il

Irn fairness to much sacrifices and theroism that went dinte LTTE
the LTTE leadership must take full blame for legading all  that
into political wilderngss. Until LTTE changes course thers is no
nesd for any suppert to LTTE within the movement. The present
course can only lead to & capitulation or direct Indian

intervention against hoth of which the groups have taken a Common

stand.
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