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Tamil Specking Poldtical Prisoners,.
Tamil Ward, Welikade Prisen,, |
R colambo, Sa ‘

- I6%h Aprix, 1987 000
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BRING US 70 TRIAL

He are well aw-ra of 4be fulles: Co=operation and suprort you ars
extending $o0 onr just struggles We are ever gretef™l 4o you for this kind
CONCeYn, .

«@ wish o brief out the present pasition of ouxr strugsle to bring
oux miscrable plight to your kind notice with great hope and humbly request
you o exert all possidle preagure on this Covermment to rermedy this
situationy '

He think % 1s our duty %o give you a elear picturs our present

Position since the Priscn adninigtration is giving fanlte Jes Reporta %o

the Press that could sonfuse 4he pecple, for axmmplas the arrornecus Jes
Raperts appeared ia "The Iglend of ITtxr ingtankf,

ACTUAR POSTTCH

Ddenanding 211 4zose who have arresied mnder PPA and detainsd
for svar I3 months and all 4rose who who New® bheen vemanded indefinitely
should be r&leased fortinvith or should ke indicied hefoew A Court of Low
immediately, ¥ are lamoching our strugzle in tha following menvesrs

Zo 202 Tomil speaking Political Prizonerz, out of the total 234
lamnced a one day tokan Bimger F47ite on 25.3.97.

IZa. The Pos% was condinued on a roiational basis for ten doya
from 26th Karch, 1987 to 4%h April, I087. Deily 2 botch of
I0 porsons ook pary in this Past on the Ist 9 dzzs and
30 parsons on tke I0th Anya

I1X. Since no actions had bsen tazen even to thism, five perscns
havs begun a Fagt — Unto ~ Death £rom 5.4#8T7e« Their nemes and
EMDETE AYes-—

2e FPoI1258% Paremosamy Soresunderem
PaiI008 ZXansgaleh Annpunathan
U/@ II33 Nadarajak Varatharajah
1845 Gopalapillail Shanmugasundorem
D206 Simnathenmdby 1 Tharmalinson -
Iva On 1042487 aneiber batch of fiva. joined 4his Fasi-Un~te-death
Thelr names and mmbers sxe 31—

8« U/C 3955 Zathircamathamhy Pathmanaipon
Qe 10466 Thonzawvel Subromeniam
U/G 2984 Jeorabakm Tuktaravinihiran
Pe 16309 Ponniah Sathiyemorthy
De IBI Resathucad Rajakumar

I¥e As there waa no responses from the Tovie even 3o thia, anothex
batch of five peraons joined the Fogot Unto—Death on I5%h
April, 1987, Thera names and mmbers are @
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as PaI5475 Susal Fernande Joy Ghristy
PoI3531 Hickiel Arckiyadas
P,X3725 fThambiyah Sothiling=m -
8,304  Xathirkaman Balasingham
Q8855 Kirishnapillai Suthskaran
On ¥4.4.87 +the physical condition of Mr. X. Pathmanathan was
terdpating {0 a critical point and admitted at the Prison
Hospital. His place was filled by Mr, Pararajasinghsnm
Sri Pathmalingsm (P.25520) '

The hunger strikers {16 in number) are continuing the Pas~Unto-Deat
fimly and reacintelys Hon of them fizy wavar or givem up ihe
Fost, They have pui~up Placards and Banners bearing slogans

such as "JUSTICE IELAYED IS JUSTICE IENIED™ , ®DON'T FAIL 70O
EXZAZIZR RNOGRAYR THE FOLLOWING LINE OF OUR TORB-STONE, *THR
ISRCCERTS WHO ESOAPER THE PREVENTION OF TERRORISX ACTREYI RRs®
UNIER-SEEYHE FRAGEFULLYI®™ BTG. N

Although the prevailing severe drought malke our Himger Strikers
very tired and weak, they obstinately refused to take any medical
check-ups. One of the reascns for this refusal is to show

their #k¥e dis-satisfactiion against the approach of the
Commissioner of Prisons Xr. 9,T. Jansz. His approach had cavsed
great dis-satisfhction amofng the Famil speaking Moew prisoners
heres ¥For,axacple ¢ ' ’ : '

8. DPuring cur last hunger strike insuport of the just
demands of the Boosa Detenue, in Qoctober, 86, ihe
Deputy Qommissionsr ¥r. Dharmadasa who was then the
Commissioner of Prisons, as Mr. Q.Te Jansg had gone
abread, allowed the Eimznitazrian 8rgenisations to
function as the Liaison commitiee beiween the state and
uSe This Committee played a major rcle in drin, a
quick settlements But this time. ¥r. G.T. Janssz, %he
Commissioner of Prisons has refused tc allow the sams
Yolunteer Organizationa to meed us,

Da de is giving misleading News rceports to the Hass Hedia
regarding our ongoing Fast-Unto-Death, that could
confused the people and cause adve rse effec'ts/& our
strugzle , @eZs The Hew report of the Island M.4.87

In contrast to the Nes reports iaswed by i3 Priscn zutacrities
claiming t:.at some of the Hunger Strikers hed ziver—uwp their
Fast, all the Hunger Strikers are resoluiely continuing it
with determination 2 large nunber of persons awainiing to join
this Fasi=unto=Death in stagesd

We have sent alre2dy 4wo comprehensive memoranda on this subject
too H.,Be. Thne President, Hizisier of¥ation=l Security, Human
Righta Orgonisations,etcs the £irst one on 22,3487 hefore
commencing our strugzle and the last one on 4.4.87 before xmex
Exximitrionlasiak enbarking our Fast-Unio-Deata
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In addition, we have sent our third memorendum {o-day

to the same Addresses. Along itk the Memoromdum

we have, attoched 2 name lict of, I4I percorns arrested

mdes the PTA and kert under cugtedy for over IBmonths

i1 various Army Comps and Frisconse. These ore some of the
nnes we move able to collact ~nd there are mony othors not
incladed in this list lavguisbizg in the ocuctody for ovarl
I3 monthse ; .

Tarowith Ve annex a copy of the ithird Vemorondim sent to
4+he l.Es 22d othgrs and humbly rocuest yom %o kindliy Hake
Photostat copy of these memorendum emd send them to oiher
nra Opsanisations and cxiond you full co-opertiion for
the success of our gust strusRe.

e shall keep you informed of the developlements os and
when opportimitics become ovailable ond we assure Fou thod
we will let you Mmow immedintely if we bring 4nig stmgsle
40 a halte .

Thanking yoRs
' surs Paithfully,
oo (0¥ TmRALR OF 7 TANIL SPEAYING POLITICAL

PRISONERS }

CJCOTI

AN« o . .
DINPS  WOHI Tt Fo0oe00lT JroldIH0IT
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Tamil Spealing political Frisorers, . -
Tnid Wexd, Wolikade Prison, Colombo, - o3
. I6th April, Q7.
Bis Excellency The President,

- Prasentiz) Seorctariat,

Colombo Iy ' -

Your Bxzcellency,
IETERTION FOR LONGLPSRIODS AND ouUR PAST - UNTO ~ ImATH

de hewve alr-eady sert you two FHemorsada on the above aubjects The
Fast which commericed on 25th Harchy I987 bas developed into o Fost-UnTO-Dezih
on 5tk April, I987s But it aprears that no action seams 0 have been tzken on
this matiers

. In conirast, The #inmisiry of Defonce is giving veroius excasesy
Bhetoric roplies were given when various democratic forces raised this issue at
gifforent intervols and the following twp are very fomous 2

I. The Childish answer that no one is keing det-ined for over I8
months under the PPA. They hove heen detnined only under the
Emerzency Rezmlationse

tle I&i Anmin is 2aid to hove mitered as follows & ¥ LOSBITGEIITIX

: WS Sy S e e r l’{{e don.-’ch:mgan‘?'bo@.
in our zouwirye Our Govie does not do such mmeivilized thing,
He execute people Ly hitting them with a hazmer on thein skl
Tour Govie is also taking pride in a siniler nenner by saying
thot you dont& detoin people for over I3 moniths under PTA but
you do so oniy under the Irmersency Regulations,

On the one hand, this shows +hot 72uar Covie is umable to deny

the fact that hundreds of percons are being detoined withoud trials
for long periods, O 4the other hand, this shous that your Govie
is 4rying 4o nalke this blatomt wiolsiions of Zumen Rizhis as

Legnl iscue as you are unable to hide it.

il, dncther reascnx given by your Govie is thait these persons connot
ke relensed in the intercsts of Jational Securitye

If thisfSo wky cammot you file indictments agninst these *Grecit
terrorists and convict them? UWhy is Jour Tovite reluctant to
bring them 4o Courts? Hde, who are alfected by iie injustice,
well cwere thei there are rezsons for 4ids reluntonces That
reosonk is that your Bovt, comnot file indictment 2z~inet Bny
of theme We con give several exs mples.s 3But we will confire
with a few exmmples only.

Jeve.
Is Six of such *CGreat? Terrcrists who ;;:e arresied by the Bnecial

Oper~tiong Unit, XKeady umnder the PTA apd who wcre remanded
irddfinitely at the Bogombarae Prison on the Crder of the Xo g
Magesirate, after completion of investigotions, vwere released |
b7 the High Court consGuent to ¥rit of Hatcos Corpuse They wepe
in custody for over two years, k
One of them was 56 years olde ie was arrcated as a hostage for
bhis cony Another was IT years olds A third person was I3 yrs

i

olde _ .

Their particulars a2s Follows s ;

Hame Age Dete of Izte of Pericd in :

Arrest Pele si Custody _g

I, He Goneshen 56 Tre 26,1184 15.1.87 2 Yrs I mth IB dg

24 Re Arumugem I3 Trs 23412,84 154187 2%8 -~ 22 ﬁ

. 3« A Yogarajzh - 20e12,84 1I5.1I.87 2 Y18 - I9

4e B. Ravichandran IT Trs 2642I,84 I5.7.87 2 Yrs I mth X9 &9

S5e Se Chandren — 26.17.84 25¥.87 2 Trs I mth IS Ay

. 6¢ Be Chﬁ-ﬂmilga.m su—— 26.11.84 IS.I;B? c°n2 ?‘ﬂ I nth 19 g
X g)u?;_;g.j @g;iﬂ‘u \ﬂ)cumul& znouu;mfl
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Il. ‘o waderciand from the Attormey-at-lay of I/S
Ko Soleainghon (De304) a2d P, FHogonathan (De309)
~of the Weliknde Prisom thnt the Aftorney Gepersl hadx
%0l1d him that indictmonta connot be filed, 2egninst theme
They have completed 35 months wnderi d24eontion,

IIT. Thouzh Mre Sellaihursi Sritharnn, another Swirimes
dotenve hove, w8 ormenied on 154441984, hiz siatomont
veg recorded By an A.8.Te 00 18,1086 = afior 4ho
axpiry of 22 yre of dotontion. His detonticn +3il1 such
time wog on the Dasis of a siatomoand reeorded W a

. Sub=Inapector A% Police.

I¥s All 4ho siz dotentes who have compleied anprogzinniely
three yeors here were recommended for relonse b7 the
Advisory Zoar de ,3inmilor inmocent persons asninet whonm
no indictments cufif#iled are mder detention for long

- periols, Iwndred of persons ave langishing in joils
dnd Detontion Coyps in the similar mannom.
e are mequesiing ouw to oiller relcowo 3hom oP bring 4hen %o

B aa n - -~ . "
Y without Fiving lons erouses o

e re-lterate that o ur Fnat hio Doath will oontimve %3111 oux
demnnd iz mot.

e annex herewith 4he infs rrntionm Imown to us regording
Poruons in cmto"‘v' Loz ovor I8 monk? ot wwriosur Priscns md Ay FmpSe :

Thonicing Fou,
e romain, Tour Sxecllienoy,

Jours fdthfily,

I & iard -~ Teh. jmorhen

e 39X inrd 0. Sonthiralinien
3a Sel Nopd T, Sriihioez

lfw Ca ‘iopd ':;..“'sq :blix

5« oll Te Kimmealarrn

i

ek Y T
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Ie CaT/2 dohiool Arxirathaucni Jafthn 7«10«34 39 onihs

2e Je3 Judo Jaling ? I3 =low +
e Ja3 docnrnjoh Jornthordgioh Jofiho Oa T84 2L o= 4+
Lo Se e dolrncdng Toadticolen  05,I0,04 30 mdom +
Se 223 Zo Sumtiralinon o 126 4,25 24 ~Com @
Ga 3.6 Yo Nawryonopillcod wiifsmn Ba5ed5 23 0= +
Te 3eT/0Z 5. Avuraccvedive O 203235 25 =do= 4+
Se Ba3/3 Xe Oncnanclas g o 23e 7205 2T ~3o= =+
Qe 3.3 Fadodzomich (e I8 —p= +
e 23 Erthdsmnes S Toy I =Com 4+
IzZa g Mt s liognrihnoon 10 Boy2enn 25 Qo= +
2o 3Le3 Joyaoenn Aling Zoncoh e 28e7+35 27 o #
e 23 Xonlogoryy - 247425 221 =lo=
Ile .3 Ty Dulles — 05,333 23 o= 4
I3e Se3 Judodinathon sl v o —— I3 etio=
IGe 3.3 Ticmea nren In2lno IZ o=
IT7a 33 Jogalageolon Bngticslion — a3 2 - &
0 Se Jolmson Inmil T 2,3e35 25 o= +
I0e Ta! Je Hoamo - e3e3e35 25  mdom o+
20, e Inalesinshon s e I3 ~do— +
1o Ny SYi oy -5 O e — I3  ~do= &
224 ZeI0 LoncswertneTiig Lmmored — D5 I3 o= =
23« DI Fmortionn : Armparnd —s 12,35 I3 o= =+
24, eIl 7o Jeovojotiy Zobticolon I o= +
25a 233 Vo Thillioppalon 0 242005 I wtigm 4
26, 2eI3 Xe Linmoswuaron e —. T AT I3 o= +
27 3eZ Je 2rirom B I3 =lo= =
De Sel2 Ardotinlin-on o e I3 ~go— =+
208 - i3 Duropnah v o —rac I3 o +
30a Sel3 FErmizem il [, I3 0= +
Ze Zel3 P O s IS el
32a I3 SU IO TG = e B aiom o+
3e JeI3 T F:fcon e — b e i
e Cel La oventhioon 2T ot el
35 Sel3 S  ImxthaTromoorihy e I5.0¢55 T ~@Oma 4
36 e Se Thovwnngnh - 0 7e5 2% elo= 4
T e Jde  iramniion i L3476l “ e(iDw 4
2le 3y Sa oramelaron e 129 10e 35 23 ={o= +
39 ZeTlFT9 de Tjn O O —. L5 <lo= =
Lle Tl Tiioyn ) — - I3 edowe 4
ks 8 e P ¢ Sogunoos e st I3 o=~ +
4la TazGr 56 Je Sehestion O e D =lo= «
e 0 IT Ve dogrlineen ~ICwm 2aSe 24 35 ~do- +
Lo T3/ 39 e SoumihTooain Mincomnlace — I5 ~do- @
A Toaf 343 e Tncnczolien O 2325435 &8 (0= 4
2 Y :‘.23 ::Q ?:mt:f‘m e et ety I:} (O
e Tall Joseph Lawigs I B —— =3 s o S
A TeIX Ae mmrTocinghion —iO— I O &
4Ge Te Il s Taonthiron O 3 Q0= 4
o0 N Tell Voldiwl - e — I3 -l 4
5ie TeII/I6 i, liopigsthag =0 2049485 I =Co= +
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S3e Te12/27 Ze Sohonoroieh R sle W 0w ECw s I3 -0= +
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55 212/17 Fe EnmmaXkoren 0 IC,0.35 i2 v+
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4ELIXADE PRIS0H (COm'TD )
S/Ho. Batch  Name District Dote of No. of Honths

Moo Arrest wunder custcdy.
I1I3a D.296 ST Tharmalinzan Jafina 28.2.84 38 months +
114, ‘0,304 K. 3alasinghen Batticaloa  343.84 3§ —-do- +
II5. D4 309 P. Nagonzthon =do—~ 3.3.84 37 —do—-
I16. D. 400 R. Sriskandarajab Colombo I6.1C.85 I8 ~do— +
BOGAIBARA PRISON . - XANDY . .
II7.. He Xerlimmthu Huwareeliya  26,1I.84 29 —do- +
118, K, Subremeniom —-do— 26.T1.84 20 ~do- +
115, V. Pathmenathan ~do=- 26,1IL.84 29 —(om 4
120. P. Xrishnenorihy ~d0- o8,TT,84 29 =do- +
121 Re Yijekumar ~do— —a 1354 28  ~do—~ +
I22,. Yo Thiruchelwam ~G0— ~—aIe85 27 =do— +
123, 4. Subromonion —GOm— ~—eIa85 27 —do—~ *
124. Pa Seker ~3do— ~——ele85 27 ~do—~ +
I25. A. Tarcothorzjah ~3o- ——e£e85 22 —do—- +
I2€. X. Perunal ~Go— ——e€.85 22 ~dc- +
I27. A. Jobn Kennedy ~3o- ——efa35 22 ~do~ +
128, A. dilson ~do-- ——eBe35 22 =do—~ 4+
I2Q, D. Fwjaratnam ~d0— ——a 6435 22 ~do-~ +
I130. Devasahayon —-do— ~——e5e85 22 ~do-~ +
13X, Korlinuihu ~do~ ~——e5a85 22 ~(o— +
132, Tismeswaren ~30— ~——a 5435 22 —dc—~ +
I33. Jellisa Xumar ~do— ——a5.85 22  ~do-~ +
IBA. G.LDD. GOViIl(lD..I’E“j O - -‘-“.6.35 22 '_d-c"‘ 4
I35 - Se Suhumar —dom ——a535 22 ~do—~ +
I37. Se Thurair-jai ~Go= ———a3235 20 ~dc~ +
138, thivel s ——e3a85 20 —do=- +
GALLD PRI30H
I3%. Xo Xepalanowhon Jaifna I0e3435 25 =0~ +
I40. 3. Xorunaloron ~30— 10.3.35 25 =do—~ +
o Y. Rejeswory (Femele) 3Batticaloa —e3235 20 —do= +
TAIIGALLZ PRISCH
I42a de Ambihapathy Antiicalca J.1.35 27 ~Go=— +
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Tamil Specking Political Prisoners,
Tamil liard, Welikdde Prison,
Colomboa Ta ;
th April, I987. - - o - o
His Excellency The President,
Presidential Secretariat .
Colombo I,

Your Excellency,
QUR FAST UNTO DEBATH IN COMMICTION WITH Tiid MATTER.
LCAHTIONED TN QUR MEMORANDUM 3&IT P00 YCU DATED

r.; < apy s - 3 H ¥

1987 to }glgggga;eg é? {Z%~once’aga1n4by‘ogr Memorand um of 22nd Harch,
immediarely or bring +o irial all those who were arrested

under the PTA and detained for periods over I8 months or remanded indefinitelys

The Fasi Unto death launched by us on 8tn August, I985 on this o .
naitter was broken by force. In our memorazndum of 22nd ¥March, 1937 - e
referred to above, we vointed out, with great disappointment, that TN

thouzh we brought t2is maittier to your notice several times since then, T2
no relief had been given and reauesied yourgoodself to take immediate action.

Having been affected very badly due 4o severe toriures and distreszed
due in prélongz® confinement, we st2zed 2 token Junter Sirike on 25th ¥arch,
1937 in order to show our sorrow 2and %o reczuest predresse. re have continued
This for ten deys on a rotation basis with ten persons {aking part daily,
commencing from 26th larch, I987. Still, w2 have not been given any relief.
Your Zovi. nas not tried ai least to contacti us and find out our zZrievances.

Hdence, having lost 21l our hores we have decided to launch on a Fast
unto Death tomawrow. (5.4.1987)

dhen some Hon. Members of Parliamsni, who had same sympathies with
us and who do not a2pprove of this cruel Human Rights violations, raised this
matter in the Farlianent recently, your Govi.'ex plained' that a Derson
cannoi be detained for over I8 months unde- the Freveniion cf Terrorism Act
but it is posvible under the Imergency Rezilzaiionsa
This amply proves that your Govi. is looking for loopholes to
justify and perpetrate this Human Rights violations inz::2& of releasing
all <trose who in detention without anry trial for cericds over I3 monihs
anid zoie, even for over 4T monihs.

Section § (I) of the PTA empowers the Hinicien of Defence to detain
2 suspect for a2 :eriod of I8 months. 3But +his sectiosn does nct sizite thzi
= suspect who ccmpletzs I3 menths skaould be released. Your Jovie iz
attempiing to jusiify the most cruel Tuman Righis violaitinns deiciains a
person, under the Lmersency Regulnrtions even afier he hal completed IR :
months under the PTA, by using to your advaniaze Ambiguous nature of this i
section. k
Thiz is how hundred of persons are being detzined under the
Zmergency Resulations or reixanded indefinitely for periods over I3 months,
now. e do not wish {o enter into a legel squabdle as 4o what provision
uncer waich these persons are detained. We only appecl to you to give up
this inhuman acte i
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mon*hsWhen we appeal, for the release of those who have completed over I8

2it snould notbe construed that with condone or recognlse as JuSulflabl

the Human Right violations of detaining persons on suspicion for I8 months
under the guise of 1mest1°‘atlon' There is no humanist who has failed to
condemn this uncivilized piece of Legislations “hat we recuest is to stop
at the detention of perscas excecding the maximum limits of I8 months under
various laws violaiing even the draconian Prevention of Terrorisn Act.

Von't your Geowt lond on ear at least to this request ? If not,
we shall go on a Hunger Strike uniil we dies

. He remain, Yours Bxcellency,

4 Yard - T.A. Rejmohan  T-A9g ~do—

B.I. Jard ~ S. Santhralaingem < SHrretarrrtonsriro
Be2 Y2rd -~ P. Sritharan .Sfi&~

Ce Ulard ~ G.4. Pelix . > e
Cell - TPo Kirupakaran (ka

(0Y BEHALR CF TUMIL SPRAKING POLITICLL PRISONERS )
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Tapil Yard,
Helikade Prisons,
Colomboy 9,
Sri Lankae

21st March, I987.

FAST UNTO-D2ATH DEMANDING THE LMEZDIATE RIL3as3 OF PERGCHS
AR3ZITID TUDER TAS PLIVENTION OF TERRORISH AT PTA AND :
DSTATIE) AYD TE ANDED TIDSFINITHLY OVIR 4 FORILD OF I8 HOM-HS.

Jde write to you 23 the Temil Speaking Political Prisoners arrested
under tne Sreveantion of Terrorism Act, experienced severe tortures and are
grieved behind Dbare

Although, we have brought to the 2 “ention of this Covernment several
times regerding the above subject, no actions +t2ken zo0o far to release our
jnmotos who hove been deicined over a period from 34 months to 41 months
without trial,.

3imilarly, comsiderable number of our brothers are either deiained or
remanded indefinitely for over I8 months without 4prial in the other prisons
Army Camps, and Police Sictionse

Our agitition kas commenced 2as planned with one day token himzer strike
onthe 25th March, I98T7. A large majority of the inmmates here participated
in +this aunger sitrike Irom 25.3.37 $111l 05.4487. ‘e hope +oc continme this fast
on a rTotation basis acordingly, ten persons will continue t:is tomorrow. The
rotational agitation will continue 1ilre 4his and if there is no rototion even
to this, the fast unto death will commence on the 5th April, 1987

A copy of itze det.iled memcraondum sent to ithe President regording this

mtier is asiashed nerewithe ‘Je hove Fou will uce 2ll your influence to solve
$his problem as sSoon a3 possidles

+ is very unreasonable to prolong this detention even according to
the decision itoken by khe cabinet on ITe3+37« 43 a person who 21%a7S adwvocatie
noliticnl solution tor the ethnic prodlem of this countirye Je hope you will
erform your noliticol obligetion by contributing sarnestl and whole hexxtly
to put an end to this srotrocted viclation of humon righte

'

3P

p Thapking 70U,

Yours sineerely,
O seand  TART MORER T TAG e
Q,, araxd £ JRNTHERCLNGrT - £ A i
L

2 doczle p. e drt AR [ AR I SLIASE)
2’ 1]

C &Ja;tc\ A ™ Cevve ),:3 N—l—-_}\'\a«

— . ]
Al Trntereeas =ty
N
gaQies (O D o oucon s oo v
S — oS IS eHEITS SrotterasotT




www.tamilarangam.net

His Yxcellency the FPresident, Tamil iopd,
The Presidential Jecretariat, fielikade Priscn,

Colonbo — I < . Colombo — 90,
Sri Lonizz.

2Ist Eafchg Iégé;

OF PERSCN3 ARITSTED UNDER Pl AND JETAINGD 7R LONS
'3 T L

- - . e rrm. —— - . - E T Ak el ~T 'D-:\T.'~ T =~ "‘
PERICI3 TITINTT TRIALTISD BRA30:°3 L alallD pirius

dey the Tamil spealizing politiecal prisoners arresied under PTA wished
to bring omce 2:5u.in to your nstice, with deep dis~satisfaction ana disappointment,
the above moatter.

o |

Prevention of Terrorism (Temporory Provisions) ich was enecied in July
I379 wiih the aprroval of the Consiitutional Courty on the undersinnding that it

would de a temperary meosure for cnly three Feorse Bul, this law wns made permon—
ent in IS32 without ovinining the concurrence of the Constituiion2l Court. This
iz the surrentious mazmer ia which this law, which was condemmed by 211 the

3

International Heman Rizhis Orzanizations, eniered the Statue Boocke Jection 9(1)
of this oppressive a2ct cmpovers the Minizter of Defence to detcin 2 verson for
a vericd wio I8 montihs for investizztion on suspicion

L4
The following insiances willshox t2at +this ic not the first time $hat
we bring to your ncitice and that of your Govi. the foct thet seveool persens are
beinz kept under detention for pericds over I months, even violatins the limit-
acuions of this Draconian law called the PTA, '

LX)

I.4 hunger—sinike wes lownched from 84841935 %o 23.8.1985 with the demend that
all %hose who have Jecn deicined and Welilkade and To galle Prisons for pericds
over I3 months be released or broushi to trial.
2e YWe stressed this matter when the CHCE visisted Welilkade on 6,12,1985.
.ie also handed over a comnrehensive memorandum 40 them..

3s Hony agitations took place %t the Boosa Camp as well. Several memoranda were
subzitted from there. Especially, thiz was the main demand when tney undertook
2 honzer—sirilie on 4.9.1986, e also commenced a fast-unto—deaih on Te921986
in suprnort of “heir just demcnds ond laker it was brought 4o an end on an
assurance given oy Reve Fra DPisca Balesooriyz, consequent to 2 meeting we had
with 2 3enlor official of the Defence Minisiry on 3. CaIG86a

a) This was one of the main dernands in the memorandmm we ent to you and
“ae Yinisiry of Defence durinzg these otrikes,.

b) ‘Ten we ezplained thris matier in greoter details to the senisr officer
of the dinisiry, when he had discussicns with us on 5410419986, ne
promised to take itmedinie action.

49 The commitiee that wicited lielikacde on I3.10.T966 under leadership of

0

dr. Sidney Soysa, a senior offizial in the Miristzry of Defence, met the Detenues
perconally, obicined the relevant dota and escured 4o take 2prropricte acticne
S5e Since there was no positive developements even afier the abcve acticn, the
+ »
4

1%

detenues sent anotler nmemorandum zad also erplained their position to th
Comnmiscioner of Prisonse They alzc inform tim hin that the hunger—strire will

be launched if +this matter i3 not solived withing 20 deyse
6s Thereaftcr, the rcmand prisopers ond convicted prisoners met the Commissioner

of prisorz’and expresced their deep concern and sorrow a2nd their suprort for

this deranda

However, e informycu, with great dismay and disappointment, thet

thiz problem k2z still not been solved. Jhotever the Foromises® you may give us
or outside world, therc are still large mumber of nersons detoined under PTA
naving completed over I8 moathse. Some have even completed 41 months without any ,
trials. They are either under detention without any indictment or under remand y
for indifinite periods.. We give below some examplesy

Cont?a DPalCase 0/2
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ed over AI monihs wunder detention,
the sixih person has completed 34 months,

- Kandésamy Thavarajah
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Six persons in the Tomil Ward of the Welikade Prisons who are under

without may indictment being served on them, One of them hes comple- .

four persons have completed 3§ months and
The details are as follows 2~

FULL MAME DATZ OF AR23ST TOTAL L ONTHS

D 166 I2,0941983 A1 Yonths
D I3I - Rajathurai Bejalamar 20.02,1984 36 Honths
B 290 — Sellathurai Spitharan I5.04.1984 34 Monmihs
B 304 ~ Xathirzamar Balasinghenm 03.03,1684 36 Honths
D 296 ~ Simnathanby Tharmalinzam 28,024 1684 36 Honths
D 309 - Peethambarsm Naganaihan 03,03.7934 36 lonths

Hote ~ I, A1l these Dersons nave avreared befors several Acvisory Board inguiries.
They were told that they would be released but nothing haprened so farp,.

.2e. Another person called Hr. Rejaratnem Sriskandarajan{D 400) has been
tained for I8 montis.

IT. lome have

otker no
III,
long peri

¥r, ¥ahen
TIEX the

indiciment has not heen

ceveral politiczl prizoners are veing detoained ai the

Yeen detained at
litica2l prisoners

the Prigon Zozpitel at Welikade, seperzaicd from
and kevt wnder solitary confinement.

kagagine prison for
ods, '
dran Ambizepathy, who was arrested om 34141985, is under Getention

He #2s produced before a Jourt on 26.2,1985 and the
sexved yele Heis in indefinite remand and has already

“onzalle Priscna

completed 22 moniths.

Vo Cut of 2

Sozombara, Priscn,.
mder indifinite remand. 22 of
renand but no indictments

are
A conzide
¥Ila

Prizons a

VIl

the Jaffn
theres

IXa
being det

ArticlagII o
Bui the ment
periods, whi

paysicel toriuzre, There

Similorly, al

Several innocent persons against whom no indictments

in remand at the
They are
them have compleied I8 months under detention
2ave been served 4o then..

e AL Topil speaking political Pris ners who are
2ll have been produced before a Coux: of Law.

rable number have complcied IS months under detention at the Boosa Campae
e Tomil women political prisoners at the Galle aznd Negomphie
detenticn,

ure deing detnined even at the other
lonzg periodse

Army Cemps and

fre Krishnapillai Selverainam is under detention a}
for over three years. Thers are sever2l such cases

could be nrépared are
ained a2t Pelawaite wnder the guige of 'rehahilitationt.

Sri Leznka is cre cof the Signatories to the Charter of Fuman Rizghis.

£ the Constitution of Sri Lenka doesnot termit tortures in any forma

a2l torture excerienced by the prisones® under detention for long

ch iiszelf is o gross vioclaticn of Humen Righis, is wvorse than +the
ictions in visits by relatives. They are

sX
are

severe regshr

being denied the rizhi to prove their innocence.

made loud anncuncements frequently abow

in order %o
Human Rights

cal

of polit
these

i
during +th

The above exemples amply testify to the fact that though ycu have
the release of the pslitical prisoners,,

2pperse the increas ng world opinion ag~inst your GRovernment's orude

¥iolations, in practise R they are being implemented very fraudulently. .

Another evidence for your froud is tze way you dealt with the release
prisoners during the Thimpu tolks. After having given a ?promise!
telks that you would release the political »ris zners; you carried

out a round-up operation in Trincomalle 2z2d thercafter released 643 innocent persons
arrestied during the roumdeupa
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Today, a2 majority of the over 3000 political prisoners under
detentions without ay trial are innocent persons arrested during round-up
pperations. Begzers, persons of unsound mind and disabled are included anoung
these detenuesy’

But the problems faded by us who are under detention are nct these
alone. However we Xmow that your Govis hasthe canacity to cover up a2ny charges
unless they are placed before an independent Commnissicn of inquiry. If no} you
will not get away with lies tha® there are no vortures or disappearences umder
Jour Gevi, Hence, instead of placiaz 21l our probvlems before your, we only place
one of the most important problems which you con not cover upe

Your Governmeni's talk about law and democracy is meaningless if your
huvmen right abuses exceed even limitations placed by your own otmoxicus PTA and
your crudties surpass even the harsh aspects of thizs law. ,

Because of the indifferent atititude of Jour Govie, we have been forced
to take a firm stond vizh regord ue these unresolvedhimen rights vio lations,
desnite the foct that verious humonatarian orgzenisoiions and we have pointed
themout to you by 2ll possible mannerse

HJence, we firmly demend that all those who hove been arrested under
the PTA and detained for over I8:months, particularly the ziz detenues here and
2ll t ose who have becn renandedindifinitely, should be rmeleesed forthwiih or
tiey saculd be indicted before a Court of Law immedictelya .

de hercby inform thot if thiz demand is 20t met with on or befors
2% March, I987 we shall launch on 2 hmger-strike.

2 remain, Your Bzcellency,
A qaxr - A imobhan A0S ..
d Tede Rajmo i Yours faithfully,

BI -do- ~ S. Senthiralingen ¢- Foonfinlys,,,

B2 -4~ - P. Sritheran PNl . ¢ ard - 4.1, Peliex }\;\_-'1‘««/\*“-

Cell ~ T. Kirupaharanm ... (. ..

( On behelf of tke Tomil speaking Folitical Prisoners)
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- Thamil speaking political Prisoners
B Tamil Ward ,
Welilkada Prison,
: Colombo -9,
His Excellency, , Sri Lanka,
Ambassador/ High Commissinamper,

Tour Excellency,

PAST UNTO DEATH I FROTEST AGAIUST THE HUMAN RICHTS VILOTICY
OF DETENTION FOR LONG PERICDS WITHOUT TRIAL

We are well amare of the sympathetic concern showa by your couniry
and people in finding a speedy and honourable soclution 4o the eifnic conflict,
which is intensifying in this country and also about the verious Human Righis violat-
~ions that occur in this countrye We are ever graieful to you for ithis kind concerne

We have been forced 4o resort to non violent, fast unto death
campaign demanding the immediate release of those whe have been arrested under
the draconien Prevention Of Terrorism Act and detaired at the expiry cf 18 months
wnder the Emergency Regulations or having been produced before a couri of law and
renanded indefinitly thereafter. Thse are vitlations of fundemental Human Righise

de bring our miserable plight to your kind notice and that of your
Govt. 2nd the people with great hope and humbly reguest %= you to exert a2ll possible
pressure on the Covernmment of Sri Lanka to remedy the situation.

tie annex herewith a copy of the comprehensive memorandum we sent
to His Zxcellency the President of Sri Lank=.

Rraxicryer Thanking Tou,

Ye Bemain Tour Excellency

( Cn benalf of Tamil speaking political prisoners)
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