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Remembering the July ‘83 violence against the Tamil people

“[lru ,Iu]:,r 15983]...[Tamlis) wene beaten, hacked and burnt to death
in a frenzy of raclal hatred ... Thelr howses and businesies wers
selectively looted and destroyed, The Sr Lankan government has
admitted that the viclenoe was pre planned and well organized and
that ewen sections of the security forces jodned in the attack against
the Tamils. 53 Tamidl detainees held Ina maximum security prizon
were brutally kilied on July 25th and July 27th. Yet to date no
impurtial inguiry into theie viokent attacks has taken place...”

Duavid Alton MP, Paddy Achdown MP. Marman Atikdnicn MP. Tany Banks MP,
Prof Jahn Barret. Kevin Barron MP, Al Belth MP, Taiy Benn NP, Gary
Berninghuam M.P.. Prof Tom Babiomare, Sydney Ridewell MP, Malcolm Bruos MP,
Dale Camphbeil-favours MP, Dennii Canmvan MP, Alex Caslilie MP. Tom Clarke
MP, Bobs Clay MP, Anne Chaypd MP, Hamy Cohan MP, Jenemy Corbyn MP, Ren
Davia MP, Eric Doeaking MP, AN Dubi MP, Profoiior Mithael Dummet, Detek
Fatchett MP, Mark Fither MP, Manin Flesnneny MP, Roy Hattersley P, Michael
Fsct MIP, Timcsh 'WOHL Hug hed MP, Ladd Jenking, Ruissl fahnitsn MP, Sir Danid
Lane, Roben Kirey 5ilk MP, Archy Kifkwood MP, Ted Knight, Terry Lewts WP,
Bedr Litherland MP, Ken Livingitone, Tany Lioyd MP, Eddie Loyden MP, Max
Madden MP, Joan Maynard MP, Eillie McEsivy MP, Bl Michie MP, Dr.Paul
Meare, Bab Parfy MP. Alsn Roabsrs MP, Ermnle Robarts MP, Allar Rogers MP,
Aubrey Rose, Ernie Ross MP, Steven Ross MP, Clare Short MP, Dennis Sidnner MP,
Prof Peter Towndend, Jm Wallace MP, Gareth Wardell MP, Dafpdd Wighey MP
and many others @ the Guardian, July 1984

. the evidence points clearfy to the conclusion that the viclence of
Jul:,' 1983 amounted o acts of genocide.”

Intermational Commizsion of Jurlsts, December 1983

The basic human rights of the “Human rights b not an ldea with
Tamill community have been sub- misch currency for the S0 Lankan
Jc'::1 4] i.:|.r|:|'|.'|..'|n|:| contirued vic- gnwrnmr:-nt_ ﬂ:l.rh::mpanmaql (1514
Ity an opthon for our poloy n SrLanka,”

Minority Rights Group, 1983 Deanna Hodgin, insight, 1992

In order for the human rights of the Tamill people., o be realived, the
international community must invoke the prindple of seif determination

in the case of Sri Lanka we consider 40 years b5 clearly long enough
for any group o wait for their hisman rightis”

International Educational Development af UN Sub Commizslon on Fretection of
Mincditie, Auguat 15990

Within S Lanioa._ . the “What s essential s that the
political status of the Tamil
peoplie should be freely de
termilned by the people them-

BV,
Professer Wirginla Leary,
Intermathonal Commission of
Jurists Report 1983

Tamils da nat have he
protection of the rule of
L™

chalred by Goran
Backstrand, Swedish Red
Cross, January 1985

Ay meandngful attempt 1o resobee the conflict should ... recognise
that the armed strugole of the Tamil people for 32l determination,
arose as areiponse to decades of an ever widening and deepening
oppression by a permanent Sinhala majority, within the confines
of an unitary Sri Lankan state... there 1 an urgent need for the
internatianal community to recagnise that the Tamill pospulation In
the Morth - East of the island of 5ri Lanka are a ‘ppople’ with the
right to freely choose their podithonl status.”

Pax Chriitie Intetnaticnsl the Intermational Lisgue for the Rights and Libera.
thon of Peegiled, Cerre Furope Thers Mande, International Educational Develop-
ment. the Internatianal Gvganization far the Elimination of af Farma of Raclal
DEcriminatan s Werkd Confeder sthan of Labodlur, and othe WG O5 of che 4'Tth
Seiihanii of hé UN Humasn Rights Coammiiaian im Gane'a, in Februsry 1793

Support call for international recognition of Tamil right to self determination
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