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A TAMIL extremist . g roup
>-osterday admitted respon-
sibility for the first time for
blowing up an Air Lanka air-
liner in Colombo a month ago
snd claimed it could " hit
wherever" and whenever we
want to." '

The group, the Eelam Revo-,
lutionary Organisation (Eros),
has brought a new dimension to
Sri Lanka's TaAiil ethnic unrest
with a series o£ bomb
attacks on economic and other
targets in the capital of
Colombo as well as in Tamil
ureas such as the eastern port
of Trincomalee.

This contrasts with the activi-
ties of most other Tamil groups
which tend to concentrate on
attacks like that yesterday on
an army supply route in the
norther** peninsular of Jaffna.

"We have stepped up our
attacks for political reasons and
our primary target is economic
sabotage to bring pressure on
the Government, .and to hit back
at the military in . our areas'1'
N. Shankar, a member of the
Eros three-man executive revo-
lutionary committee, based in
the southern Indian city of
Madras, said yesterday. The
bombings "would not stop yet,"
he added.

"We do not .go out to kill
civilians and we try to have
minimum casualties," said Mr
Shankar, explaining that the
Air Lanka deaths were
"accidental .artd very Tinfor-
tunate." The 'bomb should liavo
" gone off earlier when no
passengers were nearby." ,_,
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Wellawatte I'olice static

The n i r l ine r n l l a c k was
"economic" because it was
a imed at dr iv ing tourists away
from the islands.

Eros was responsible for l l s o
d e a l h s of 12 securi ly forces ••>(
the weekend when J! p l a i i U ' d
a b o i i i l ) on a t ra in f rom l ! ^ f ;
r as tc rn city of Bat l icaloa. .On
l-'riday it bombed a Coloml) ' )
food pi ores-sing p lan! oT Ory f im
Ool i f Storage, h i l l i n g icn
o i v i l i n n s , and blew up a inn ' l -
jnine near Trinomial''"}, k i l l i n g
So members of secur i ty foi ' f -"" . .
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