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Moeonlit Night

The moon shines in Fuzhou tonight,

In her chamber, she watches alone.

I pity my distant boy and girl-

They don't know why she thinks of Chang’an.
Her cloud-like hair is sweet with mist,
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Her jade arms cold in the clear moonlight.
When shall we lean in the empty window,
Together in brightness, and tears dried up?

Facing snow

After the battle, many new ghosts cry,

The solitary old man worries and grieves.
Ragged clouds are low amid the dusk,

Snow dances quickly in the whirling wind.
The ladle’s cast aside, the cup not green,
The stove still looks as if a fiery red.

To many places, communications are broken,
I sit, but cannot read my books for grief.

(Watson, B. (2002) The Selected Poems of Du Fu. New
York, Columbia University Press)
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Sighs of Autumn Rain (1)

In autumn rain, the grasses rot and die,

Below the steps, the *jueming’s colour is fresh.

Full green leaves cover the steis like feathers,

And countless flowers bloom like golden coins.

The cold wind, moaning, blows against you fiercely,

I fear that soon you'll find it hard to stand.

Upstairs the scholar lets down his white hair,

He laces the wind, breathes the {ragrance, and weeps.

*The jueming is Chinese senna (cassia obtusifolia or cassia
tora)- a plant with small yellow flowers.
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Sighs of Autumn Rain (2)

easeless wind and lengthy rain swirl together this autumn,
The four seas and eight deserts are covered by one cloud.
A horse going, an ox coming, cannot be distinguished,
How now can the muddy Jing and clear Wei be told apart?
anding grain hegins to sprout, the millet’s ears tarn hlack,
Farmers and the farmers’ wives have no hopeful news.

In the city, a bucket of rice can cost a silken quilt,

both the buyer and seller have to agree the bargain is fair.
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