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CONTACT : T. THANA

WE SPECIALISE IN
* IMMIGRATIOM * CRIME * CONVEYANCING * MATRIMONIAL * STATE
BENEFITS * TRAFIC OFFENCES
* ADVICE & ASSISTANCE AT POLICE STATION

523-525 High Road, Tottenham, ®e
. London N17 6SB
TEL: 0181 808 1218 FAX: 0181 808 1240

SOLICITORS & ADMINISTRATORS OF OATHS

5 Eastcote Lane, South Harrow, HA2 8BW
TEL: 0181 423 2141 FAX: 0181 933 1361

We specialise in
*Immigration *Crime * Conveyancing *Residential & Commercial
* Police Station Advice & Assistance * Accident Claims
* Matrimonial matters * Welfare benefits & Social security matters

LEGAL AID WORK UNDERTAKEN
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Sri Lankan Tamils have crossed the high seas
and national borders for trade and in search
of wealth for centuries. They retain their
connections with their home land, visiting it as
often as is possible and finally to spend the last
few years of their life. Like people all over the
world they too agree with Rudyard Kipling’s
saying East or west home is best. In the recent
past the European Union countries appear to be
adopting the attitude that the people in third
world countries think that Europe is the best
place on the planet. Other industrialised
countries are also slowly drifting towards that
view point. During the days of the cold war
many Americans and people in the industrialised
western nations thought that all the Russians
would rush into the western nations if they had a
chance. This did not happen. Not all East
Germans wanted to get to west Germany. Those
who did try to get across or even expressed a
desire to get to the west or more precisely escape
from the socialist block were hailed as heroes
when the Berlin wall was in place. Particularly
the politicians.

here was a slight variation of this attitude
towards the Sri Lankan Tamils in the period
immediately following the pogrom of 1983.
Political asylum seekers were given a cool
welcome anyhow. A decade is probably the
limit for a western nation to endure or grudgingly
tolerate this situation. By 1993 the cool welcome
had grown colder and it fact became positively
- hostile. New laws were being passed to prevent
the entry of political asylum seekers, existing
laws and regulations were being changed to

INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION

make life difficult for political asylum seekers.
The media systematically campaigned for the
exclusion of foreigners into fortress Europe.
They were gradually building an image of the
refugees as a group of people coming from the
third world in search of a higher standard of
living in the industrialised countries. Adding
credibility to this impression was the
simultaneous reporting of famine and refugees
fleeing in search of food and water in some
African countries like Ethiopia, Somalia and
Sudan. In the minds of the general European
public there was no difference between the
political asylum seeker and the refugee fleeing
famine in search of food. Within the country
exaggerated reports of “law breaking foreigners”
was reported extensively implying that they were
refugees. The reporting was done in such a way
so as to create an impression that refugees are
breaking the law as a routine, everyone one of
them were fraudulently claiming welfare benefits
and involved in drug trafficking and other
criminal affiances. Some of these reports were
exaggerations while others were blatant lies, but
it served the purpose of the media in creating a
bad impression about refugees in general.

hen a research report commissioned by the

Home Office on refugees stated that a
majority of refugees were highly qualified and
experienced professionals but were unemployed
or are unable to seek employment due to a lack of
knowledge of English and non-recognition of
their qualifications in the U.K but most of them
expressed a keen desire to learn the English
language, an attempt was made to stop its
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SOLICITORS

EXPERTS IN IMMIGRATION, WELFARE, CRIMINAL,
MATRIMONIAL AND CIVIL LITIGATION

SELLIAH VEERAVAGU LLB

47, Hounslow Avenue 24, Fernlea Road
. Hounslow Mitchem
Mlddlcsex TW3 2DZ Surrey CR 4 2HE
- Tel: 0181 898 2262 Tel: 0181 687 1154
| Fax: 01818934808 - Fax: 0181 687 1154

ADMINISTRATORS OF OATHS
We undertake

* Civil Litigation * Commercial Litigation * Immigration
*Personal Injuries *Conveyancmg *Entertainment Law
* Residential & Commercial
* Police Station Advice & Assistance * Accident Claims
* Matrimonial matters
* Welfare benefits & Social security matters

For advice & assistance on all immigration matters

LAI HOUSE

TEL: 0181 675 7111

- FAX: 0181 675 0777
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publication. When it was finally published after
some delay it was brushed aside by some
politicians as being as being incorrect. Passing
laws and regulations and using administrative
measures to refuse asylum to asylum seekers had
by now gained the support of the general public.
Politicians were increasingly aware of this.
During general elections and bye elections little
or no mention was being made of the refugee
issue.

pplications for political asylum by Sri
ankan Tamils who were fleeing their
country for fear of persecution, received varying
levels of sympathy in the industrialised countries
for their applications during the 1980s. In the
early part of the nineties the change in attitude
was becoming more apparent. Several
unconvincing explanations were being put
forward, but what was evident was the western
European countries did not want to help asylum
seckers as it was considered a potential threat to
their well being.. The change in attitude was not
because the fear of persecution had decreased but
the refugees were considered undesirable. For
the asylum applicants, the fear of persecution
was increasing in the countries they were fleeing
from.

he dilemma that the western nations face is

multiple. They have to take up a position of
being “do gooders” standing on a moral high
ground proclaiming to the rest of the world that
they will protect all those who are being
wrongfully persecuted; they have to continue to
manufacture and sell arms to these countries
otherwise the unemployment level will rise; at the
same time they want to prevent the foreigners
taking up residence in their midst and becoming a
part of their society and possibly bring down their
standard of living and destroy their traditions.

he simultaneous presence of all these factors
and the actions and reactions of human
beings in different parts of the world gave rise to
a lucrative but clandestine business. It was a
trade or -more appropriately termed racket, in
which enterprising business men and women

LIQLILISLD

were prepared to sacrifice moral values for
monetary gain. They made use of the desperate
situation of fellow human beings to make money.
It was a trade referred to as “Alien smuggling”
As the name implies it was against the law. The
unfortunate part, as in all such trade, was that all
the parties concerned were willing and ready and
sometimes forced for their own safety, to keep
every move a secret. The trade has sometimes
been referred to as a “crime without victims”
though this is not always true. There are
increasing number of instances in which the
human cargo has become the victim of inhuman
persecution and even murder.

To give a few examples of such actions in the
recent past: the much publicised cases may
be mentioned. A plane hijacked when it left
Adais Ababa; but the plan fails and it crashed.
There were several dead. At this point it is found
that some of the victims were those being
smuggled from one country to another in the
alien smuggling trade. If there had been no
accident nothing would have been revealed to the
world. A boat load of people were intentionally
drowned by ramming the boat with a bigger
vessel. Here again those who were drowned were
the “cargo” of alien smuggling. Once again it
was the tragedy that revealed to the world that
such nefarious activities are going on. In a
container that was being transported in a lorry
from an East European country to the western
world, eighteen young people were found dead.
A few others almost dead. If the container had
not been opened, the others too would have died
and the world would not have known anything
about it.

is issue needs to be tackled at the very root:

that is by stopping the conflict in the
countries that create a situation where men and
women are prepared to risk their lives to get out
of the country of their birth in search of a safe
haven.. This is only a dream in the minds of well
meaning people. It will remain a dream as long
as the people in power in the industrialised
countries value the jobs of their citizens involved
in the arms manufacture and sale as being much
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more important than the lives of thousands of
innocent people in the third world countries.

hat is the solution to this problem on a

practical scale? The first step is to accept
the reality that in the immediate future the arms
trade will continue. It will probably expand
rather than reduce. Secondly the western
countries are increasingly hostile to the entry of
asylum seekers into their countries. Thirdly the
more developed countries that have the resources
are not very keen on fighting the alien smuggling
trade, because the victims are not their citizens.
Taking these factors into consideration, the small
but significant step that well meaning individuals
and groups of people can do is to remove the veil
of secrecy that envelopes the alien smuggling
trade.

n the early part of August this year a group of

delegates from several European countries
including the United Kingdom met in a small
town in Denmark to draft a plan of action to do
just that. According to their plan the first thing to
do was to set up a base point that will receive
information from all over the world. The
information would be verified and double
checked for accuracy and authenticity. This was
considered vital as any such programme has to be
built on a foundation of credibility at all levels
and at all times. The group decided on the name
TAMIL REFUGEE INTERNATIONAL
NETWORK (TRIN). They made several other
significant decisions and took steps to carry the
programme forward. TRIN would function from
Denmark. They would establish a base or an
office into which information can be fed from all
parts of the world and at any time of the day or
night. There would be facilities to check on the
authenticity of the information received. TRIN
would also have facilities to store information
and retrieve any stored information at a moments
notice. The office would function as a focal point
from which information can be fed to the
international media and at the same time receive
information from the international media.

lanning is all well and good but to implement
this plan the most important factor is the

availability of financial and human resources.
Both these are difficult to come by. An appeal
has been launched for philanthropists and all
well wishers to send their donations,
contributions and any relevant information. The
first and immediate task that was undertaken was
to launch a research programme into the various
facts and figures surrounding the loss of several
lives in the Mediterranean sea on Christmas day
of 1996.

he report on the conference to be published

by TRIN will contain a draft constitution
and the names of those elected to office in the
Management committee. The report will include
a copy of the letter sent to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees.

Meeting and socialising in the name of a
good cause is all well and good. The
question now is what next? After the meeting
what has been done? Has anything been done to
show the others that the people who met and
talked so much mean business.?  Even before
the question is asked it must be said that the
people involved have been able to convince some
funding agencies of the need for the formation of
such an organisation and the need for such a
meeting. That itself is an achievement worth
talking about.

he organisation has now improved on its list

of contacts and mailing list. A committee
member has already established reliable contacts
in Germany and Switzerland. A comprehensive
mailing list has almost been completed up to
stage when only updating becomes necessary
quarterly. Some information has already been
collected about some individuals involved in the
Christmas eve drowning in the Mediterranean
sea..
TRIN has received reliable information about the
deportation of some Sri Lankans from Norway .
A letter of protest has been sent. Results of these
are still awaited.
Akathy whole heartedly supports the noble ideals
of the Tamil Refugee International Network.
We wish TRIN all success in their endeavours to
achieve their objectives.
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T. Selvakumar S.S. Ganeshanandan
Secretariat 14 Allom House
TRIN Clarenden Road
Porsvaenget 7-2-5 London W11 4JJ
7400 Herning United Kingdom
Denmark Tel: +44 1712290585
Tel: +4597125593 Fax:+44 1813736250

Fax: + 4597125593

| would like to support TRIN'’s work with Tamil asylum seekers world wide and | enclose
a cheque/ International money order for...........cccooviicniiiic

................................................................................................................

Tel & Fax(If available)mwwussssssassusssusninssinimsasisssssuisassaimenrsnuns wes shksanenssvgeassasniosss

Please send to:
T.Selvakumar, Secretariot, TRIN, Porsvaenget 7-2-5, 7400 Herning, Denmark.
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TOP OF THE CLASS TUITION
FOR

“GCSE * A LEVEL * BTEC * DEGREE
" IN

~ * MATHEMATICS * STATISTICS

i * CHEMISTRY

* EXCELLENT PASS RECORD * AFFORDABLE FEES

CALL:
0181 8870529 & 0958 526547
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SOLICITORS
Empowered to Administer Oaths

M. MARKANDAN LLB

* All aspects of immigration matters to appeals to European court of human rights. * All types of
conveyancing * Litigation * All courts Civil/Criminal * landlords/Tenants Matters * Matrimonial * Police
Station Advice * All D.S.S and Housing Benefit Matters * Free Advice for 15 minutes on the first attendance.

We are always friendly easy to talk and keen to help

TAMIL HOUSE
TELEPHONE 720 ROMFORD ROAD FAX

0181 514 8188 MARORPAII 0181 514 8303

LONDON E12 6BT

RAN We are pleased to announce that we have
TA now moved to:

Company 554 HIGH ROAD, TOTTENHAM,
LONDON N17 9SY
TEL: 0181 808 2397

SOLICITORS FACSIMILE 0181 801 8818
DX 58512 TOTTENHAM 1

WE UNDERTAKE

* Civil Litigation * Commercial Litigation * Immigration * Personal Injuries
* Conveyancing * Enterttainment Law * Residential & Commercial * Police Station
Advice & Assistance * Accidental Claims * Matrimonial matters
* Welfare benefits & Social security matters
For advice & Assistance on all immigration matters

24 Hours Emergency NoS.
0956 543 071, 0181 924 2527
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ENFIELD EDUCATION & TRAINING CENTRE
( A DIVISION OF TRC)

Are you aged 16-25, Living in the Borough of Enfield?

Have you unemployed for 6 months or more?

F SO
'JOIN OUR FREE TRAINING

* LEARN NEW SKILLS
* IMPROVE YOUR EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS
* ENHANCE YOUR EDUCATIONAL POTENTIAL
*GET A CERTIFICATE IN INFORMATION
TECHONOLOGY
(CITY & GUILD)

COURSES IN
*IT NVQ LEVEL 1,2 AND 3
* WORD PROCESSING (WORD FOR WINDOWS)

* DATABASE (ACCESS)
*SPREADSHEET (EXCEL)

L ~ TRAVEL EXPENSES PAID a |
PAYMENT TO LONE PARENTS FOR A CHILD MINDER |

FOR MORE INFORMATION

PLEASE CONTACT
0181 373 6246 OR 0181 345 6301
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