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It is now more than six years since Mus-
lims were driven out of the north of Sri Lanka.
Much has happened since in the country. There
have been a change of government, the depar-
ture of two presidents, and the rise and fall of
hope for peace. The war as the armed exten-
sion of the politics of national oppression and
resistance persists with no end in sight, and
there is no shortage of explanations for con-
tinuing with the war. The victims of war and
violations of human rights and human life be-
come important only to the extent that they Help
to score political point and strengthen propa-
ganda. It appears that the Northern Muslims are
among the forgotten people, even as far as
many campaigners for peace are concerned.

| read a statement issued by the North-
ern Muslims Rights Organisation (NMRO) ear-
lier this year explaining the plight of the dis-
placed Muslims in refugee camps and elsewhere
in the Island and calling for positive action to
help them to return to their homes. It was a
dignified statement in which the signatories re-
membered things that were good in the relation-
ship between the Thamils and Muslims of the
North. They pointed out that an injustice had
been done to them, wanted to know why, and
asked for the wrong to be put right. Their state-
ment was exemplary in many ways, especially
in the expression of a willingness to forgive and
a positive approach to finding a solution without
asking for retribution.

In July this year, | was invited by my
friend and well-known poset Jeyapalan to attend
a meeting organised in Colombo by the NMRO
to discuss their problems with interested Thamils.
The spirit of the statement by the NMRO was
reflected in the words of every Muslim who rose
to speak and there was no hostility towards the
Thamils, with whom the recognised that their
future, like their past, was closely tied. They
remembered many good things including the
election of a Muslim as Mayor of Yaalppaanam.
| was particularly moved when one speaker said
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that the only difference that he saw between
the Thamils and the Muslims of Yaalppaanam
was that the former went to the temple on Fri-
days while the latter went to the Mosque. They
rebutted atternpts by certain Muslim leaders of
the East and South or for that matter any politi-
cal party to use them for short-term political
gains. Their appeal was to the Thamil people of
the North and all that they wanted was a right
to return home and the release of the Muslim
youth detained by the LTTE. They refused to
return to their homes with the backing of the
government and wanted to return only when it
was possible and safe for the Thamils to return
home. | recently received two publications, enti-
tled we want to go home and refugees are Pao-
ple by Dr. S.H.Hasbullah, released by the
NMRO, to draw attention to the plight of the
Muslims. The NMRO also publishes a maga-
zine in Thamil entitled Ahadhi over the past three
years at irregular intervals with the tenth issue
dated October 96, and will recommend it to
every clear thinking Thamil.

| was glad to read statements from lead-
ers of the LTTE in the past year, Implicitly ad-
mitting that the decision to drive out the Mus-
lims was a serious mistake. | hope that the LTTE
will soon follow this with more positive gestures
which will help restore and reinforce the close
links between the Thamils and Muslims of the
will only strengthen the just struggle of the
Thamil people for their right to self-determina-
tion. A just stand on the question of the North-
ern Muslims is important to the Northern Mus-
lims is important to the struggle of the Thamils
for justice, which is not against the Sinhalese,
and the fair treatment of the Muslims will inevi-
tably be a measure of the moral right of the
Thamil nationality to ask for fair treatment by
the Sinhala majority, and no Thamil with a con-
science can afford to ignore it.

Tamil Times 15 Dec 1996,
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NGO'S TO GEAR UP AND UNITED

AND MUSLIM REFUGEES PROBLEM
TO BE SOLVED

When we talk about the word 'Refu-
gees' in Sri Lanka most of the people think
about Tamil who were made shifted in their
own area or the Sinhalese who shifted bor-
der villages of proposed Tamil Ealam. But
no one thinks about Northern Muslims who
were brutally chased away with empty hand
at gun point in October 1990.

These real victims of Ealam war have
been forgotten by the politician and the gen-
eral public. Actually these Muslims who
lived in Mannar, Jaffna, Mullaitive,
Vavuniya and Kilinochchi districts were
forced to leave their homelands by the
LTTE in 1990. When they were driven away
from their place of origin they were forced
to leave behind all their belongings. Only
200 rupees per head was allowed at the
time of cxpulsion. Since these Muslims
don't have closer relationship with the gov-
ernment forces or the LTTE the present fate
of them is to be considered much.

After the expulsion they managed to
settle in more 200 refugee camps mainly in

Puttalam. Kurunegala, Annuradapura,
Negombo and Colombo territories. They
were given tends, huts and dry ration for a
dole of Rs.1260 per month per family of
five members. Clothes and foods were
given by their breathers who line in other
part of the Island Non government organi-
zation aided these Muslims as much as pos-
sible. Later on they find themselves tined
and hopeless in helping these people.
Gradually the assistants provided by then
were cut down. But we have to remember
that these refugees are living in 12 x 10
feet huts for the last seven years. These
refugees camps condition are very inhu-
man and they were not given with normal
housing facility, employment or any loan
to commence any self employment enter
prencurship.

Even though they are living in the
government controlled area for the last 7
years No ideal plan or project were pre-
pared to solve the problems of Northern
Muslim refugee. Out of the 700,000 refu-
gees these 75,000 refugees are living in
the government controlled area, and con-
sist of only 15000 families.
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After the PA. government came to
the power before and just after the presi-
dential and parliment election we were re-
membered. Now once again we were for-
gotten. Even tough they brought only 200
rupees per head and no wealth and the gov-
ernment didn't give any financial assistant
other than dry ration for only a date of Rs
1260 per month per family, these refugees
were asked to buy lands on their own so
that government, will provide them 35,000
rupees to put up a luxurious hut thin 35000
rupees even not enough to put a 12 x 12
feet normal house where these refugees will
go for the balance?

In 1995 December 4th the Sri Lan-
kan forces captured Jaffna. But no steps
taken by the government to resettle the
Muslims in their home land. And on the
other hand resettlement of Muslims is de-
pended upon the green signal of the LTTE
which did not and will not do until today.
And these refugees become hopeless and
they are willing to settle in the places where
they are lining now. Now the question in
how they can buy a land and put up a house
with in that 3500 rupees since the land price
in 15.000 to 20000 rupees per ten perch.
So there people realised that believing on
the government projects is not worthy. So
they turned their side towards non govern-
ment and foreign diplomat and foreign or-
ganization to get thin affective work done.

-

So, The settlement scheme can be
drawn only for the 15000 Families They
need minimum of Rs 100.00 to put up a 20
x 15 feet size house Government will pro-
vide Rs. 35000. The balance shall be pro-
vided by organization. Who are working
to solve the refugees problem. The assist-
ants should be provided directly by the or-
ganization or under the supervision of then.
There are many organization among refu-
gees for their well weing. MORRSED,
RDF, NMRO are such organization which
are doing a marvellous tasks. Assistant are
always readily available from there organi-
zation. But the assistant should not come
through government since the assurance of
proper utilization can't be get from the gov-
ernment,

This October 97 will be the 7th year
of expulsion of the Northern Muslims. And
they are 7 year refugee children in Sri
Lanka. There refugee should be treated
Separately from other refugees because of
the above reasons and any one can't accuse
if any one gives priority to this Muslim
refugees.

So, all organizations who to help this
Muslim refugees gear up, Corporate your
self, Do your affective task in order to wipe
out the tears of the refugees.
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