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Pre planned eviction by armed threat, looting of personal belongings and
plundering of household goods electrical fittings of the Muslims of the
Northern part of Sri Lanka - October ' 90.

Sri Lanka is a tiny Island of 175 million people and situated 18 miles South of India. The Muslims are

- spread out inall parts of the country with no extensive spatial concentration. They number 8% of the total

population. There is historical evidence of permanent Muslim settlements from about the 7th century AD
onwards. They have been living amicably with the majority Sinhala Community in the Sinhala predominant
areas and the Tamil majority in areas in the Northern and Eastern parts of Sri Lanka. The Northern part of
Sri Lnaka comprises the Administrative Districts of Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniya, Mullaitivu and Kilinochchi
and goes as the Northern Province. The Muslims constitute 5% of the, population in these five District
taken as a whole. Till October '90 there were 75 distinct Muslim settlements with over 75,000 Muslims in
the Northern part of Sri Lanka. There were also over 100 Mosques and 48 Government Muslim majority
Schools - primary, secondary and senior secondary.

The Liberation Tigers for Tamil Eelam (LTTE) the most ruthless Tamil militant group fighting for a separate
state in Sri Lanka and who were virtually running a defacto administration in the Northern Part of Sri
Lanka, took the Northern Muslims completely by surprise and ordered the Muslims of the Districts of
Mannar, Mullaitivu, .Vavuniya, Kilinochchi and Jaffna to vacate their homes, leaving behind all their be-
longings or else face severe consequences. The Muslims of Jaffna were given only two hours notice on the
30th of October’ 90 and forcibly evicted while the Muslims of the other four Districts mentioned herein
were given two days notice between the 22nd and 24th of October 90. The Muslims of all these District
pleaded with the LTTE to reconsider their decision to evict them. But they were determined and would not
give in. The experience of the Muslims of Jaffna was that while the Muslims were packing up to go, the
LTTE Cadre went house by house and relieved the women and children of all their gold and jewellery.
Moreover the Head of each family was allowed to take with him only Rs 200/= for the expenses of the
family vacating the North.

The entire ethnic cleansing of the Muslims from the North was completed on the 30th of October ' 90. The
Northern Muslims who become destitutes overnight had to trek through difficult and unfamiliar terrain,
cross lagoons, causeways and in the case of the Muslims of Mannar District even the high seas, to move
mto the neighbouring Districts outside the Northern Province. They were mostly accommodated in make
shift camps by the Government and the Non Governmental Organisations. The little fortunate who had
relatives and friends found accommodation with them. Even today after seven years of being forcibly
evicted, the displaced muslims are mostly in the Welfare Centres in the Districts of Puttalam, Anuradhapura,
Kurunegala, Colombo, Gampaha and Kalutara.

According to the statistics of the Government of Sri Lanka compiled in 1995, there are roughly 200
Welfare Centres housing 12,500 displaced Muslim families. There are yet another 5,420 displaced fami-
lies living outside the Welfare Centres. One could therefore see the gravity of the situation.
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After driving out the Muslims from the North, the LTTE had removed every article, from household goods
to electrical fittings, plant, machinery and sold them out. Even from the Mosques the Holy Koran and
other religious books, the fans and loud speakers were removed and sold. Copies of the Holy Koran and
other scriptures were sold as old paper / books to book shops and gramsellers. The ponds gvhere the
Muslims took ablution in the Mosques were used as bathing ponds. Pictures of LTTE cadre who lost their
lives in action were pasted inside the walls of the Mosques. In Jaffna District the Muslim burial ground was
levelled by bulldozer and used as an LTTE military training ground. In many Districts the houses of Mus-
lims have been razed to the ground so that even the boundaries of individual houses arebeyond recogni-
ton.

Thirty five Muslims of the District of Jaffna were abducted by the LTTE before October 1990. Their
whereabouts are yet not known. The International Red Cross Society operating in Sri Lanka has also
failed to locate the whereabouts of these abducted Muslims.

Even after seven years these displaced Muslims do not see the green light to return to their permanent.
homes. Although the Government forces have taken control of certain areas in the Northem part of Sri
Lanka yet the ground situation is not at all conducive to return to their homes.

The sufferings, inconveniences and personal embarassments the displaced Muslims are facing in the Wel-
fare Centres is indescibable. The morals of the families have deteriorated. Psycholo gically too these dis-
placed Muslims are badly affected. The health and educational facilities made available to the children are

also not too satisfactory. In short the quality of life of these displaced Muslims is not what it was when they
were in their own permanent homes.

The displaced Muslims have a right to live and honourably too. They should be provided with the
necessary protection and guarantee that such situations do not occur in the future, and be resettled in their
homes without further delay. The North is the home of the Muslims as well.

The International Community should bring pressure on the Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE that

the Muslims of the North have a legitimate right to return to their homes and all steps taken to ensure their
returm.

Last but least, adequate compensation must be paid to these affected Muslims for all that they have lost.
After seven years the ground situation is that doors, windows, roof sheets, tiles etc. have all been removed
from their homes. In very many of their homes even the super structure is not there.

It is most unfortunate that never in the history of Sri Lanka that a particular community was singled out for
such deliberate, pre planned ethnic cleansing

Respectfully

............................ S
Moulavi B.A.S. Sufydn (Yakuthi)

Secretary, NMRO. —
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