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My story of World War 11

Year 1939

“London’s burning! London’s burning!” everyone was shouting.

My dad was getting ready for the charge. Aircrafts were bombing the
country. My mum and I were cuddling together in a dark corner. We
heard the noise people die. Both of us ran upstairs to our bedroom to
shut the heavy, rough, thick curtains for the black out. My mum told
me to go to the evacuee room.

The next day I was sent with the other evacuees, on the underground
train. The train was crowded with evacuees. Their parents were waving
good bye to their children. On the way I saw that everything was black.

But then before I knew it, I was going to Yorkshire and saw a girl
called Jarz. She was in brightly coloured clothes.
She said “Hop on the car” in a nice gentle voice.

She immediately took me to a huge house which looked like a palace!
We went inside and met Lady Yvonne and Madam Vasse. They talked
about my long journey, Lady Yvonne took me to the garden. The garden
was long as a tower, as it was sunny the grass was shiny.

I'saw abadge on the garden, I picked it up with my hands trembling, I
asked Lady Yvonne who’s was it?

She replied “This is an old soldier’s badge”

The badge was a unicorn boxing a tiger.

The phone was ringing, Madam Vasse called me. I ran suspiciously
inside and answered the phone. It was my mum!!!

I'was speaking faster than ever, the only word she said was she was
coming here on Saturday.
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I read her letter it said:

Dear Gowreesan

You have a happy news the
War has started to end and
your dad is coming/!!

From your best
Mum,

| GOWREESAN (AGE 9)

I was running all around the house yes! Yes! Yes!
Just a minute there was a door ring. Ding Dong! Ding Dong!
I'went and it was my mother...
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The Good, The Bad, The Barking Mad:
Young Voices from the East London

A Film By Nelson and Friends

with support from the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine - LSHTM.
Which also supported the application to the WHO Media Award.

On the top is Nelson Sivalingam
(aged 15) from Eastbury School in
Barking, East London. Nelson has
been working with his friends in
their spare time to make this film,
as well as with other friends on the
poorest housing estates of Barking.
Together they call themselves
HEAD - Higher Environmental

Awareness Development. Nelson is
the group’s film director, camera-
man, producer, and editor.

They undertook and filmed a
small study of the culex mosquito
problems in Barking, looked at
international patterns of malaria,
and designed websites. The group
also presented at a London wide
conference on their opinions of their
part of the city and presented a
seminar at the LSHTM.

Most recently, the group
introduced members of the
International Network on Child
Health and the Environment to
Barking -showing them the best and
worst aspects of this part of London
- a vision of London that very few
international visitors have ever seen.

Now the group decide to make a
film about their experience - what
they think of their part of London,
what they have done, what they
want done by their council. They
also want to show what other
residents of Barking think and what
their friends think and want from
the poorest parts of Barking.

(The Fourth Ministerial
Conference on Environment and
Health meets in Budapest from 23 -
25 June 2004. Its theme is “The
future for our children”. WHO
Regional Office for Europe will be
giving a Media Award to mark the
occasion. What is the environment
doing to children? How does
contaminated environment affect
health?)
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Manufacturers & Installers
of Fine Quality, High Security,
Double Glazed uPVC Wmdows & Doors

6 Lea Park Trading Estate E-mail : lingam281@yahoo.co.uk
Millicent Rd Tel :020 8558 4467
Leyton, London E10 7LG Mob :079 5011 8563
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