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Changes to the Immigration Act became law on June 15, 1995. The
amendments to the Immigration Act, called Bill C-44 address the
concerns expressed by Canadians regarding abuse of the immigration
system by serious criminals, The new laws provide the Immigration
Department tools to ensure that the positive image of immigration is
not tarnished by the few who would break Canada’s laws.

Permanent residents of Canada who are convicted of crimes punish-
able by a maximum of ten or more years imprisonment and are con-
sidered a danger to the public will lose all right to appeal a deporta-
tion order to the Appeal Division of the Immigration & Refugee
Board. All persons convicted of such crimes will also prohibited
from making a refugee claim in Canada. In addition, the new mea-
sures will prevent the release of prison inmates under removal orders
on day parole or temporary absence programs except into the custody
of an immigration office.
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