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THE 802 50

The two infantry battalions
that  “police™ Jaffna are

A van lurched out of a side
street and headed towards
our road, and the causeway

On a whispered order the
soldiers spilled from the
vehicles and took cover

pinned down in a state of
continnions  siege. . Most  of
them are based in the Dutch,
fort. Inside, there is much/
brave talk. Sandhurst men

- refer to the degree of
“control” they have over
Jaffna. But the reality is

somewhat different.

“Two hundred yards is all
we'll manage,” said the
young captain who led us out
on a foot patrol. Our three
Land-Rovers, covered in
half-inch steel - plate
festooned with gas-grenade
launchers, inched past coils
of barbed wire and over
concrete barriers. Outside,
the town was silent and
deserted. The only move-
ment was the lapping of
small waves in the lagoon,
and the lazy circling of
buzzards in the hot air above.

and .

behind a ruined warehouse.
We were perhaps a hundred
feet from the huge walls of
the fort. The captain barked
another order, and we ran
forward, dashed across a
roadway, and leapt behind
the shelter of the sea wall.

We paused. An officer’s
arm waved us forward, and’
we crept on. Another 20
yards. Another ten. Another
ten. And then, suddenly, a
burst of automatic fire, and .
the rushing butterfly whirr of |
a passing bullet. A crump of'a
mortar launch, a long pause, |
a huge explosion nearby.

More small arms fire. Shouts,
explosion, orders. The crackle
of radios. Then silence. -

“You see. You see.” said
the captain. “Two hundred
yards. That’s as far as we can
get.”

to Mandaitivu island. More
orders were screamed, sol-
diers stopped the van and |
forced all the occupants to f
stand at the roadside.

“Lucky for us,” smiled the
captain. ‘““‘Good tactical
position.” We retreated un-
der cover of these civilians,
huddling behind the sarongs
of a group of old men,

One of the soldiers stood —
up suddenly and fired a
magazine into the distance,
causing the old men to
cringe. Then there was return
fire and a huge explosion

which we learned later was a

mortar meant for us, but it
had exploded in the tube and
killed seven of the Tamil
guerrillas.
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