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Die Hoffmmg bleibt

Hoffnung auf Leben hatte ich - nur wegen des Ozeans.
Kleine Kinder zog ich gross- nur durch den Ozeans.
Bis jetzt lebte ich zufrieden - nur wegen des Ozeans.
Das alles habe ich verloren - nur durch des Ozeans.
Nun, was soll ich heute

Ueber den Ozeans noch sagen?

Frau, Tochter, Sohn, Heim...

Alles was du mir-gabst

Hast du wieder von mir genommen.

Das Gerdusch der Brandung

Bricht mir das Herz - in tausend Stuecke.

Dennoch, mit Hilfe des Meeres

Werde ich es wagen - ein neues Leben!

Ramya Jayasinghe
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From dawn to dusk the tender exchange

leaves that keeps the country warm

I pluck, pluck and pluck I am called a coolie! with no
As 1 toil, my sweat I drop respect!

to earn that mighty buck for the work I do with pain

My memory runs like a thunder  With an iron will I sing aloud
strike That my labour wont be in vain
on a dark and rainy day If. I am called a worker,
Nothing has changed in our lives  of dignity, fame and skill

so far A human being, and a woman at
it’s just like yesterday that

How we were brought for cheap -  gs with pride I stand still
labour From dawn to dusk the tender
by the whites from far away leaves

They sell our sweat in various I pluck, pluck and pluck

blends As I toil, my sweat I drop

and make the whole world pay to earn that mighty buck!
“Any time is tea time” they say

when they drink the best

We drink the dust and work all Mallika

day June, 1997

without nourishment and rest

I slog and slave just to live

and feed the mouths at home

But I earn much more as foreign
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(Adrienne Rich said at the
memorial of Anne Sexton,
‘we have had enough suicidal
women poets... enough self-
destructiveness.’)
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