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TAMIL IHFORNMATION CEMTRA

INCIDENTSFROM 21ST JULY 1983.

1.0  SYNOPSIS OF PAST REPORTS

1.1 We have to date reporting on the frll~wing :-
The pogroms against the Tamil penple in Sri Lanka by "Sinhalese

eople" and the Security Forces ~° the Sri Lanka Gonvernaent,
peop . Y

The invasion by the "Sinhalese pe-ple” inte Batticaloa and
Trincomalee Districts,

The harassment caused t» the Tamils and the Tamil Refugees Dby
the Government and the Agents of the Gpvernment and the distress
and difficult._es they are undergr~ing. Abnrut the extensinr ~f the

Emergency and abrut the Crl~nisatin~n prlicy of the Government.

EVENTS SINCE LAST REPORT

2.0 JAFFNA
2.1 It is reported that several persnns have been arbitrarily arres-

ted by the Armed Forces at Jaffna, Mullaitivu and Vavuniya. In
Jaffna Selladurai Sritharan (aged 20) and Gunam Jeyapalan
(aged |9) were arrested oy thé Army at Kopay. The Member ~f
Parliament for K5pay has pprntested against these arrests.

2.2 Grvindan Probalaratnam alias Murugan (Date ~f Birth 26.8.1947)
who had been wnrking at the Sri Lanka Hosiery Knitting Industric .
in Colrmp~ was tortured znd killed allegedly by his fellrw wrrk-
ers when he returnéd to his work-site from the Refugee Camp at
Kaithady. The incident tork place ~n the 14th of November 1983
and his mutilated bndy wiits later returned t~ Jaffna.
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It is‘reported that aftec a bank rrbbery at Manipay on the 15th
of November 1983 by srmme unknown persmns, the civilians at
Uduvil, Kondavil and Manipay. are being harassed by the Armed

.. Forces. '
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On the 17th of November 1983 a civilian named Rajeswaram age
43 years was killed by the Army while having a bath at his
residence at Dutch Rrad, Uduvil. It is als» repnrted that ~n
the previous day twn ~ther civilians were killed by the Army
at Kondavil, but this is not yet confirmed.

The Jaffna Citizens' Snciety has requested the President ~f
Sri Lanka to h~ld an inquiry into the killing ~f civilians
by the Armed Forces on the 24th and 25th of July 1983 and to

pay compensation,

It is reponrted that the S~cial Services Department has insis-
ted that the Tamil refugees will benefit from the services
only if they return tn their ~riginal places ~f residence.
The refugees in Jaffna from up-cruntry plantations have vehe-
mently protested to the Government Officials that they were
not willing to return to their »riginal hermes for fear of
attack by the "Sinhalese penrple'",

In Jaffna over 2000 Students have staged . protest march

in October 24th 1983 demanding that the Tamil students dis-
placed from Universities located in the South be accommndat-
ed 1in Universities in the N~rth and East. Their demand is
based ~n the cnrrespﬁnding accrmmndation ~ffered by .: the
Government tn Sinhalese Students whr have mrved to the South
from the East and from India and earlier in 1277 fr~m the
North.

It is reported that Ariyaratnam of Chunnakam and Rasiah of
Urelu were arbitrarily arrested by the Police and kept in
custndy ’ and when an applicatinrn for bail was made in Crurts
the Prlice nbjected to the application alleging that the said
persnns were arrested under the Prevention ~f Terrorism Act
(PTA) .

COLOMBO

According to the news report appearing in the "Sun® of

November 7 1983 the Ministry of Fisheries is to implement

a new Scheme to prnvide licensed guns to owners of fishing
"Wadiyas" (campé)° This Scheme will apply specially for
Nerthern and Eastern Conastal areas to protect the migrant
fishermen wh~ are Sinhalese. It is tr be nnted that in the

wake ~f the July vinlence guns prssessed by the perple of
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which now leaves the 1lncal Tamil penple tntally defenceless.
In this context, it is alsn relevant to mention that these
Sinhalese fishermen who migrate seasmnaly in very large
numbers t~ Tamil areas, deprive the 1lncal Tamil fishermen
of their livelihnnd who have nn facilities for similar

migrations t~» Sinhalese areas for fishing.

It is reliably learnt that there is daily an efflux of
Tamils from Colrmbo tn the North with all that is left of
their belrngings f~r fear »~f attack by the "Sinhalese penple”,

VAVUNIYA

It is reported that the passengers travelling from Jaffna
tn Colombo in buses are being harassed by the Armed Forces
in Vavuniya under the pretext of "Searching for Terrorists".
The report alsn states that some passengers were assaulted
by the Armed persnnnel.

BATTICALOA

It is reported that about 152 persons were taken inter
custndy by the Army at Battical~a in the crurse ~f past 2
weeks and it is alsn rep~rted that ab~ut 30 t» 40 perscns
were 1lncked up in Prison Cells which were meant for 2 tr 4
persons and these persnns are reprrted to have been assault-

ed by the Armed Frnrces and kept under inhuman conditions.

While strengthening the security systems in Batticalna it
has been proprsed that a Gurunagar style security co-ordin-
ation headquarters be established there. It will be noted
that the Gurumagar Army Camp was notorinus for adopting

the methnd of torture to extract confessinns from arrested
Tamil suspects ("SUN" of Tuesday Nrvember 1, 1983.)

MANNAR
It is reported that the fishermen in the village ~f Pesalai
in Mannar District are harassed and beaten up by the Army

personnel whn were in search nf wanted penple.
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7.0 GENERAL

7.1 According to a statement by the Minister of Inform-
ation, Tamil Nadu, India there are over 23,000 Sri
Lankan Tamil Refugees whn have fled to India after

-7 . the July/August racial violence in Sri Lanka and
some: »f them are living in Refugee Camps. Unéffic—
ial reports claim tﬁat the number of refugees is

imuch hi 3%91“
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INFORMATION COFFICER.

"SUN" (Sri Lanka) 8th November, 1983,
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NO ACTION TAKE
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. Thrte months Mve P!apsed sinee thc laqt wave of murdu‘ ! F:n- more’ pernlcibus is t“he coniinuinv propaganda ’(hy k‘
and afson that swept over our country.  In. {his perfod the extremists from bhoth cemmunities) which {3 enining mam
gurernment Has shown Hitte or ae voneera o bring those tum as the apathy of the government deepens. ., Indeed
;ru:.pmsu;{c “for the (huggery to justlee or to tea~ure the - “gelam” eall ftself i a resnlt of ‘our persistent ‘refusal! owr‘

X al:;:ll minorily of thelr vighttnl pluce iu the Hiz of the the ;]; ast 26 yeurs o Hsten um. to wlk o tim ferders of Um ': :
nulfon. Tatnilg. o
ireat expense and effort have gone into reassurtng fc,rel;,m.rs Dt Lethargy and political d{)portuﬁmsm Hiy e yd:,u“ed In 1‘,. §
Ay jmproying our jnternational “image”,  but in compurisgn, 11afd.ming of attliudes and thé polavisation K" positions whichi!
Thardly any attempt has been made to da;\l with tha ruot prob- we see todpy, It 18 no exdgguration to say that su (u.ch
- lewns which have led to the government's loss of credibility povernments through lpaction niove than anything else huve
whroad, . rranted the terropisl movement m Lha !wﬁh and the trimjnat é
As # Sinhalese, I ‘am deeply ashamed that our political gangs tn the sourh.
legders ate adding Insult (o the injury caused to the Tawniis : Thew:{ure if the govamment cnnilnuaa thla teadition bf u .
by refusing 1o ik with theic elected leaders, and tntend - shortsightedness hy not taking conerets steps 10 wlk with the
hyln to smeldy theic cpputation  and S0 encourage tunher Tamils  (without atfempting o fiumilate them further with &
mun enmity. ©L o all sorts of pncomhtlrm«;) tnen the hlood-buth we saw ln“
1 do not condune tht sepurallst ery, but 1 roruye to label July will eeenirs - The gaveriment has to take tha Inifinfive o
‘, Ot Shmorg!”  or tevil” as the governmant makes it oyt 10 fn working towards a lonw-tprm politieal golmion: for if tas i
“voba o Aftel all,  Srl Yanka.as & unlary political slate iy Jess slected 1o sefve the 1nteze>fu of the natlan a8 a4 whple. pot &
" han ]'50 years ol how then can thy eall for political ayto- ~ust the wmajerity race. . 4. e ‘
nomy in tie north be described s5 o gross opseentty? e oy Ll T, U s
Tealistle,  shortsighted and vounter- -productive it may be, bhut 0 ¢ a Y] b-»ROHAN "WM!{R&M UM'-‘ NEL L 1
not evil, Universuy of Celombo, | . .
t . . . . ” Y e ‘f'i. E e ’ .'n
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