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SYNOPSIS OF PAST REPORTS
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We have been to date reporting on the following :-

The pogroms against the Tamil people in Sri Lanka

by "Sinhalese people” and the Security Forces of

4(‘5

!

_Sri Lenka Government.

The invasion by the "Sinhalese people into Battic-

aloa and Trincomalee Districts.

The harassment caused to the Tamils and the Tamil

Refugees by the Government and the Agents of the

Government and the distress and difficulties they

are undergoing.

EVENTS SINCE LAST BULLETIN

COLONISATION

At a Press Conference on Tuesday the 18th of Oct-

ober 1983 the Minister for Home Affairs and Member

of Parliament for Kalkudah Mr.K.W.Devanayagam said:

.. 2S5ince fhe flrst week of September there have

been a large scale encroacnment> of

le in Vadamunai...." n_ . .about 1800 Tamils

'\Qn.h...

who

have been legally settled by the Government under
the Vadamunai Scheme since 1972 are apprehensive

and nervous because of the recent massive and ill-

egal encroachments....

that Mahaweli Officials were involved in the ille-

The Minister also alleged

-~

gal encroachments according to the Press Reports.
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2.2 According to G.K.Reddy, the New Delhi Special

Correspondent for the Hindu, an Indian Daily,

A

the President and the Secretary of the Tamil
United Liberation Front complained to the Prime
Minister Shri Indira Ghandi about the surrepti-
fious move of the Governmant to settle Sinhale-
se in predominantly Tamil areas to tilt the

ethnic balance, so that in these districts the

B akaieh SASRCEE

Tamils are reduced to a minority, as has happen-

_ed in the Ratticaloa District _where 50,000 Sinha-

T e e f——

Fage
.-

- lese have been settled after the recent violence.

>

2.3 It is reported that the Government is to introd-

EPRRC o cc atini

use stringent laws in Parliament to stop the ref-
ugees of the Plantation Tamils settling in the

traditional homelands. It is feared_that this new

law would stop the rehabilitation of the refugees.
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3.0 EMERGENCY

3.1 Sri Lanka Parliament on Thursday the 20th of

B TRITERATE A

Octoher 1983 approved the further extension of

the emergency .

LyarEaE T s s e o

3.2 At the third extension of the emergency debate

iﬂA , in the Parliament in August;i§§§ the Member of
;. } Parliament for Kalawana made the following re-
% : marks : Ma.. in this country and in this
House we have watched many proclamations of
states of emergency, .... but there has never
been such an impotent and ineffectual emergency

as the one we are debating now, because
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with all the powers that you have - under

the emergency, with all the Taws thae one is
armed with under the emergency, with all the
regulations that one can bring into 1orce eff-

ectively and very quickly under the emergency,

we. have seen while that emergency was on and

while all the powers were with the Government

the worst distumbances that have ever occurred
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?(Tf this Government that not only have . they made

the emergency impotent and ineffective but they
have now started misusing and abusing this

emergency." (Hansard 25th August,1983.)

“MANNAR
On or about the 30th of October 1983 the 8tudent

e

Hostel attached to St.Xavier's College run by

Christian Brothers was thoroughly ransacked by

the army. The details are not known yet.

=

5.0 GENERAL

5.1 It is reported that the Press Censorship has

been suddenly introduced to be effective from

v o the 2nd of November,1983.

. g . Cian -
5.2 Tt is also reported that a credit squeeze has
been imposed on all banks as from 31st of Octob-

er,1983 by the Minister Of Finance.
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. uver Two months have
prssed since the most
senseless destruction ever
caperienced in indepen-
. dent Sri Lanka, and we
}arc still snddened and as-
{bamed 2t man’s inhu-
I manily to man in this
predominantly Buddhist
' countty.

! Some people arc even
beginning 1o forget the
horror gand iragedy of
those few dark days in

¢ . iluly, but what ghout the

victims who were first
shuttled inte refugee
| sarope, then to relatives in
Iaffoa and Batticaloa,

v ihep back into refuges

lum?‘l thergs when iut}

4t relatives weore hard-
pressed 1o feed and cloth
them, and back ta Col-
ombo g3 ulimatums were

{issund 1o those who had

perh worKing in Colombo

- { and who, cver since their

return, have been despe-

rately trying to find ac-
¢ commeodation {or them-

2 1selves in Colombo mad

| other places.

PCOP;C who bave gonc

‘,'Io REPIA have been ad-

! vised by the auvthorities (o

{ have (beir preopertics de-

, vested end atiend to

. pairs themaelves, a3 their

| first pricrity is for the

| damaged industrics.

landlords are willing to
rent their homes pow (@
" Tomils? They know thai
the mobs ¢id not spare
these houscs cither they
may not have been sct on

firc. “u windows, donts,

roof Lics were, 1 somc
cascs, sercly damaged.

I personally know of
ane young Tamil who
wenl back 1o wotk ati 3

Colombho where minor
employces throetened to
“5eCfire to his meolor bike.
He never went back.

Angother yourg Tamil
who was abused by minor
femployees at his office
when he returned o work
lold soe thai although he
bad lost everything he
possessed. he had not lost
his dignity and scif-
respect, and he didn’t
have 1o take that kind of
abuse from bis Sichala
co~workers. He has now
left for Singapore to try
and find some kind of
¢mployment as he has
“po fuiure here”.

1 1/2-ycar-cid baby from

business cstablichment in

1 personaily know of a

A7 'cmgC" camp suffering .o

MEE.
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Sin-

nalese married 1o 8 Tamil. She says she bas
personaliy suffered the heariache and iragedy
of tbe Tomil people, when her hushand’s fa-

milies’ bomes were damaged,

and in some

cascs, completely gutied and thoy were shoved
from house to house apd some evacunied {0

Baitticalos snd Jaffaa,
“What 1 am

e

Wy u&hi[;,
what 1 really fecl In my

hers,” zbhe ndds, Yis
heart, 25 2 Sinhslese,

of the sepseless desiruction which shattered

the lves of meny

from very high fever se-
companied by convul-
sions, who waa rushed io
ihe premier children’s
hoapital in Colombo by
Red Cross ambulance,
wiacre miner smployecy
ioilering at the enirance
threatened to kil} the
paby if be was not tsken
out of the premises im-
mediaicly. ,

The social worker who
accompanied the child
then rushed to two pri-
vaic npursing homes,
which also iurncd thc
b by out saying they we

“afraid to keep lamxl
paticuts”.

Ir desperation when
the social worker retirn-
ed {o the refugee camp, a
sosdier who was on guard
duty overheard this pa-
thetic tale apd wilh a
spark of humanity and

1
| But how many Sinhalz"sympaihv in his heart
i
|

suggested that the baby be
teken to the military
hospital, where he feit
sure the patien{ would
not be turned ovt. The
babyv was trsated, and
reiurncd (o the CAMP, gnd
is st alive.

This lattcr incident
took place during the first
two weeks of the dis-

' turbamces, ! cam only
hope ihat-these poor
people who have sufferad
-uateld misery and suf-
fering cam go into our
hospitais now that ibe
situation-we are told- has
returned {0 novmnd, and
cxpect the treatiment that
i8 cverybody's right.

" There arec those whe
38y that the Tamils
snouid beve realised that
they would cventually
have to suffer for the acts
of the Tamil terrorist tig-
ors who have bocn gysie-
matically killing people
opposed o their celam,
robbing bauks, and ier-
rorising people in the
porth, because they did
not “come cut openly and
cqndc-'r;; these tc;rorm

inanceni people.”

When the iasurgency
broke out in 1971, which
was an eniirely Sinhala
terroriat organization, far
more inneeent poople lost
their lives than in the ro-
cent disturbances, But
how many Sinhala people

*‘eame oul openly and
condemned 1hc vpm

The politicians did like
the majority of the poli-
ticians have condemned
celam and the Tiger
Movement — bui how
many ordigary pcople
gid, although we were all
iolally opposed to it?

Bul the Tamils did not
burn our homes down
then and loot our pro—
perty because several Ta~
mils lost their lives at the
hands of the Sighala in-
surgents. Why then
should people have inis
attitude of “'they asked
for it” and try to find
cxcuses for the reaction of
somme of the Sinhala peo-
ple?

What is the govern-
ment going to do to avoid
cxeesses of this neture in
ihe future? They have to
start af the very beginning
and by this I mean the
children, et the future
citicens of Sry Lania.

Scveral letters hiave
been wrillen by readers
about (a) bringing back
the English mcedivm in
schools and (b) doing
away with thc Sinhala
medium and Tamil me-
divum clawies, and have
the children “mixed” and
going into paralicl classes.

They would naturally
bave 1o scparaie for some
of the subjects like Sin-
hala and Tamil , aad
some of ihe religion clas-
ses. but they will study
Eoglish together.

Christinnity could be
tenght in English as both
Sinhals  and Tamil
children follow that reli-
gion. Maths and scicnce
ccutd be taught in Engl-
refercnes books are

bner Fme

teachers and pupils alike

in English thao in their

vernacular translations.
Of course oiber sub-

jects like health, environ-

mental studies, home sci-
coeg, cic., couid continue
in Sinhala and Tamil as
they are now. where
chiidren will go into
scparate ¢lasses, but come
back again into the same
¢lass for the next lesson,
This methed could 'be
incorporated inio the
present sysiemn of educa-
tion without too much
structural alicrations be-
ing effected.

The Ministry of Edu-

pation has a very impor--

tant part to play in the
future of this country if
communal harmony is to
be achxcvrd in txme lo
come., ™

Of course it cannot be
achicved over-mighi, but
a start has to be made
somewhere, and why not
in the pew school year of
1934 when 5 and 6 year
old Sinhala and Tamii
children will be cotering
Grade I to start their
school carcer?

I know of a govern-
ment official who had
talked to an 8-year old
boy in 2 refugee camp in
Batticaloas who had seen
tis mother and fathet
hacked to death by mobs.

What is the futurc of
this Jittic ¢bild? Isn’t he
going to be a terrorist of
the future, unless the
goverpment makes a start
~ without any further
delay - to foster commu-
nai harmony between the
two races?

When this child goces
back to school - and
there must be several like
him ~ if they sit together
with only Tamil children,
puilietic tajes will be re-
lated, aand as these
children grow older into
young men and women,
avenging the deaths of
their relatives and loved
ones wili begin to surface
in their misds.

But if they sit together
with Sinhaia children,
maybe they will eye them
with suspicion to begin
with and gquite possibly
mix about with only
feillow-Tamils
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But Siven i'mc,“,mfé,‘

with tcachms adopting
the right aititude towards
hafmeny belween the
different races in their
schools, before they know
it they will be sharing
their pencils and books
and playing cricket to-
gether during the interval,
and we can stact begia-
ning to hope for a better
future for this country.
which we all love and
which we do not want to
lcave but may cdentually
have to for the sake of
ensuring a life free from
fear for our own children.

I bope you decide 1o
publish this article in

your paper.






