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BRITISH
TAMILS
FORUM

British Tamils Forum is
an umbrella organisa-
tion, bringing together indi-

viduals, Tamil community
organisations and well wish-
ers, to highlight the humani-
tarian crises and human
rights violations perpetrated
by the Government of Sri
Lanka, and to advance the
Tamil National cause to ful-
fil the Tamils’ Socio-Political
aspirations, through demo-
cratic means.

Since May 2009 the Tamil
Diaspora, not just within the
UK but around the world, have
descended into emotional tur-
moil in the face of unparalleled
suffering inflicted upon our kith
and kin back home. Despite our
efforts globally we could not
stop the massacre of our people
by the Sri Lankan state.

There has been a general feel-
ing of despondency within our
community in the wake of the
unprecedented loss of lives of
our kith and kin. However, this
is the time for the Diaspora to
be strong, united and resolute
in our struggle for freedom.
Our brethren who are voiceless
and helpless at this point in
time need our shoulders to hold
on, so that they can stand firm
and rebuild their shattered lives.
We need to face the challenges
ahead together and be the voice
for our people.

Today we have gathered in
unity to observe our National
Day of Remembrance to pay
homage to those who lost their

lives in our struggle for free-
dom. Our real tribute to the
fallen must be our commitment
to continue the struggle until
our motherland is liberated
from occupation by Sri Lanka
to reinstate the lost sovereignty
of Tamil Eelam.

BTF activities since May
2009...

® Organised a mass protest
march in London to highlight
the plight of IDPs behind
barbed wire — Jun 2009

® Came together and was
instrumental in uniting the
Tamil Diaspora under Global
Tamil Forum — inaugurated
in Jul 2009

® “Unlock the Concentration
Camps” — Key campaign
launched — Aug 2009

® Lobbied members of parlia-
ment of all the major politi-
cal parties to act to voice for
the Tamil people.

® Rt. Hon William Hague,
Conservative Party, high-
lights Tamils held in camps
—Aug 2009

® Successfully lobbied the UK
Government against voting
for IMF loan to Sri Lanka

@ Actively lobbying the UK
Government & the EU
against extension of GSP+
Trade Concessions to Sri
Lanka

® Sitting Labour Party gov-

ernment in the UK passed
a resolution in favour of the
Tamils with the backing of
GMB - UK’s General Union
— Oct 2009

@ All Party Parliament Group
for Tamils (APPGT) wel-
comes US initiatives to
investigate war crimes in Sri
Lanka

® Protest march in London to
mark 150 days in camps —

Oct 2009

But we have a
long way to go...

® Helping the IDPs rebuild
their lives

® Politicisation of Tamil
Diaspora and wider mem-
bership of UK Tamils

® Lobby the political estab-
lishment, international bod-
ies such as EU & UN and
the civil society

® Working with all political
parties in the UK & develop
activities of APPGT

® Working with Trade Unions
in the UK and EU

® Boycott Sri Lanka cam-
paigns

® Prevent extension of GSP+
Trade Concessions and IMF
loan to Sri Lanka

® Working with the media to
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raise global awareness

® Holding a referendum for
Independent  Sovereign
Tamil State based on
Vaddukkoddai Resolution

® Lobby International govern-
ments and making friends
globally

® Establish BTF as a main-
stream organisation repre-
senting Tamils in the UK

® Expulsion of Sri Lanka from
Commonwealth

® Decriminalisation of the
Tamil Community

® War Crimes Prosecution

® Democratic representation
of UK Tamil Diaspora via
electoral means

® International Governments
to support Independent
Tamil State

® Socio-economic wellbeing
of Tamil Diaspora

The need to unite the
UK Tamil Diaspora,

to mobilise the masses
in order to preserve

our history, heritage
and keep the Tamil
Nationalism alive in the
generations now and in
future.

We, the Tamil Diaspora, have
established ourselves as a trans-
national community defined by
our ethnicity and identity. The
need for an independent sov-
ereign state of Tamil Eelam
has been further legitimised by
the events of this year. As a
dynamic Diaspora community
who excel in academic and pro-
fessional fields, we have the
capacity, resources and demo-
cratic voice to influence the
governments and public of our
host countries to express our
socio-political aspirations.

BTF values the need to unite
the UK Tamil Diaspora, to
mobilise the masses in order to
preserve our history, heritage
and keep the Tamil Nationalism
alive in the generations now and
in future. Through enhancement
of our socio-economic standing
we can influence the political
establishment, civil administra-
tions, non-government organi-
sations, media and the wider
public in the UK.

In recent world history,

Diaspora has begun to play a
more influential role in nation
building and in achieving
state independence. The Tamil
Diaspora is following in these
paths, coordinating transna-
tionally, in building consensus
globally to achieve international
acceptance for an independent
state of Tamil Eelam.

BTF plays a pivotal role in
the strategic mobilisation of
the Tamil Diaspora through its
active participation in the glob-
al organisations that are being
formed with the aim of coordi-
nating our efforts to work more
effectively within the inter-
national framework and with
international governments and
institutions.

How can you contribute...

BTF can only achieve these
objectives through wider par-
ticipation by the UK Tamil
Diaspora and becoming a
credible representative body.
By politically mobilising the
Diaspora, effective national and
international lobbying and by
strengthening our socio-politi-
cal standing BTF believes the
struggle for freedom can be
taken to the next level through
democratic means.

BTF invites all those who
subscribe to the peoples’ demo-
cratic mandate of 1977 gen-
eral elections that called for the
reinstatement of an Independent
Sovereign Tamil State, to work
together towards achieving
freedom and peace with justice
and dignity for Tamils in the
island of Ceylon.

The success of BTF is reliant
on your involvement and con-
tribution hence it is vital that
each one of us takes ownership
of this organisation to take for-
ward the diaspora representa-
tion in the UK and strengthen
our voice.

“Those who would give up
essential liberty to purchase a
little temporary safety deserve
neither liberty nor safety”

- Benjamin Franklin

Please contact us for fur-
ther details:

British Tamils Forum
Tamil House

Fountayne Business Centre,
Broad Lane,

Tottenham N15 4AG

Tel: 020 8808 0465
admin@tamilsforum.com
www.tamilsforum.com
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Chamber of commerce for

UK Tamil businesses

It is with great pleasure and
optimism we announce
inauguration of The Tamil
Businesses Association - UK.
We take this opportunity to
invite all Tamil businesses scat-
tered across the UK, regardless
of their size and strength to
join hands with us to building
and nurture this organisation,
formed with the aim of consoli-
dating the economic and finan-
cial strength of the Diaspora
Tamil community in general
and UK in particular.

We believe, the collective
strength of Tamil Businesses
Association will stand to yield
much greater benefit to the
individual businesses and to
the Tamil community than that
could be achieved by the sum
of individual businesses in the
UK.

Some of the greater ben-
efits that can be potentially
enjoyed with a minimum sub-

scription of £50 to The Tamil
Businesses Association are out-
lined below:

® The Tamil Businesses
Association can negotiate better
discounts on variety of services
and products such as insurance,
bank charges, mortgages, loans,
with major insurance brokers,
banks and lenders.

® We can collectively negoti-
ate and even demand major dis-
counts on the merit of our bulk
buying power, from wholesal-
ers, for the benefit of our mem-
bers.

® We can lobby the local
councils and the national gov-
ernment, other trade organisa-
tions to address the and resolve
the common concerns of our
members.

® We can pool our business
information and make it avail-
able for all in our community.

® We can organise informa-
tional and educational seminars
on business related topics, at a
reduced rates, for the benefit of
our members.

® Our website would be an
interactive tool for exchange
of information and networking
between businesses for common
and mutual interest amongst the
members.

® We will provide informa-
tion on employment opportuni-
ties and facilitate recruitment
and training of employees.

® Publicise information on
expert services from accoun-
tants, tax advisers, Solicitors
business consultants for the
benefit of our members.

® Create a forum for our busi-
ness community.

® We will engage with Tamil
Chambers of commerce around
the world and initiate mutually
beneficial activities, particu-
larly around import and export
businesses to promote a global
Tamil business community with
a reciprocally network.

Sri Lanka refuses occess to oid agencies, international monitors and media inside the Camps

b

Please help free these lllegally Detoined People (IDPs)!

b Please contact your MP, MEP, FCO, Prime Minister |

P

~writetothem.com)

aond express your strongest protest to these inhumane ‘prisons’.

ireak Your Silence! BTF

ree the Tamils! For mare information please visit www.unlockthecamps.org 020 8808 0465

the Concentration Camps

in SRI LANKA

Let’s not let history repeat!

UNLOCK
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